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ACCOUNTS. 

No. 1, 


10 FIRST APPENDIX to th»^ THIRli^ REPORT of tto 


AppInSIx — 

Estimate of the Revenues and Charges of India> under ^he several Heads^ 
of the Company's present Temli ; with a Statement of the 




REVENUES: 





BENGAL. 

MADRAS. 

BOMBAY. 

PENANG, 
MALACCA, & 
SINGAPORE. 

TOTAL. 



£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 


Mints . . . . 1 

Post-Office .. 1 

Stamps . . 1 

Judicial . . J 

431,250 

80,895 

53,930 


566,075 


Land Revenue .. 

6,785,000 

3,127,931 

1,501,047 

39.639 

*1.453,617 


Customs , . 

697,9*0 

456.+03 

334.365 

— 

1,490,678 


Ceded TerritOTy(in-l 
eluding the Bur- > 
mese Cessions). . ) 

479,1167 

— 

— 

— 

479,167 


Salt 

1,820,833 

314,690 

16,705 

— 

*,*5a,*s7 


Opium 

1,427,917 

— 

— 

— 

», 407,0*7 


Marine 

29,709 

5,877 

15,280 

— 

50,866 


Subsidies . . 

i — 

1 308,579 

1 

— 

308,579 


Bank Profits 

— 

7,191 


— 

7.*U* 

1 


€. 

11,671,785 

4.303.466 

1,921,327 

1 

39,639 




Total Estimated Revenues in India 

£ 

17.936.a17 



The grounds on which the preceeding Estimate is framed arc fully detailed in the pro- 
spective Estimate lidd before the Select Committee of the House of Commons in Miiseh *t»t. 

The Rate of Exchange observed in this Account is ii. lid# the Sicca rupee. 



sm,EqT ^ «OU«E'<?F COMMONS. U 

whether payable in India or in Bng^land, as they will prpb^bly stand at the expiration 
grounds upon which such Estimate is in each case formed. 

, CHARGES. 






PENANG, 



BENGAL. 

MADRAS. 

BOMBAY. 

MALACCA, & 

TOTAL. 

- - - 




SINGAPORE. 



£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Civil Charges (includ-"j 




' 


ing Provincial Bat- > 
talions, &c.) . , J 

687,846 

446,442 

406,440 

93,798 

1,434,546 

Mints . . , , ^ 

Post-Office . . > 

Stamps . . . J 

145,592 

45,876 

32,468 

— 

443,736 

Judicial 

855,906 

281,135 

213,226 


1 >350, 267 

Land Revenue . . 1 
Customs . . . . j 

Ceded Territory (in-'i 

1,331,145 

839428 

486,620 

— 

2,657.193 

eluding Burtnese > 
Cessions) . . J 

103,500 

— 

— 

— 

103,500 

Salt 

730,360 j 

64,901 

— 



795,261 

Opium 

560,587 j 

— 

— 

— 

560,587 

Marine 

72,525 

14,120 

,45,885 



232,530 

Buildings, &c. 

327,922 

62,170 

99.701 

— 

489,793 

Military 

Amount, which it is 
estimated will be M 

3,258,536 

2,249,012 

274,7,9 

14,583 

6,796,850 

annually set apart f 
to meet the Claims ^ 
upon the TanjoreV 
Revenues . . J 


57>50o 

— 

— 

57>500 

£, 

8,073*919 

3,860,584 

4,658,859 

108,381 

14,701,743 

Interest on Debts . . 

1,967,066 

177,086 

18,054 

— 

2,162,206 

£. 

10,040,985 

i 

4 ,o 37 ,fljo 

9.67^9,3 

108,381 



Total Estimated Charges in India (parried fprward) 


I. 

aEySNVE 

ACCOONTS. 

No. I 


16,863,949 


(^continued on next page,) 
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ACCOUNTS. 

nTT. 


Appendix, No. 1 — continued » 

Account from preceding page — continued. 


Total Estimated Charges in India (brought forward) . . £ 16,863,949 


Expense of St. Helena , . . . 90,054 

Political Charges incurred in England, including 
Invoice Amount of Stores consigned to India . . 1,700,405 

Cost of remitting Funds from India to meet the Territorial Advances in England, 
being the difference between i«. iirf. per Sicca rupee, the rate which it is here 
supposed the Remittances would realize, and the average rate at which the Ad* 
vances in England are made .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 89,109 

{N.B. — These advances arc estimated at £1,000,000 per annum, and are exclusive 
of the Political Charges defrayea in England.) 

Grand Total of Charges 1 61763,6 17 

Deduct Revenues .. .. 17,936,317 

Estimated Excess of Charge £827,300 


The following are tlie proportions of the above Charges, which may be payable in England, viz. 


£. £. 

Interest on debts, part of the £2,162,306 stated under that head . . 875,000 

Expense of St. Helena . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,054 

Political chaigcs incurred in England . . 1,720,405 

2,685,459 


East-India House, (Errors excepted) 

22d July 1831. JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. Indian Acets. 
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culated as nearly as can be done according to the plan of accounts agreed upon in' 1814) the 
sum of £6,829,557, this result being also exclusive of a charge for interest. 

An Estimate, f upon a similar principle, continued from 1793 to 1st May 1814, and princi- 
pally drawn from Statements exhibited to Committees of both Houses ef rarliament in 1S13, 
shows a further short return from India (being as in the two previous instances exclusive of 
interest) of £i,599»377« 


Amount previous to 1780 brought down £3,616,113 18s. say .. .. 3,616,000 


Ditto from 1780 to 1793 6,829,557 

Ditto from 1793 to 1st May 1814 1.599,377 


Total Sum in which Commerce was in advance on account of the 
(exclusive of Interest) on ist May 1814 


..,044,934 


The Interest on the Home Bond Debt defrapred by the Company^ subsequent to") 
the termination of the wars by which the Territories were acquired, up to the > 1,185,810 

year i 78 ot amounted, as before stated, to J 

As the Amount in which Commerce has been in advance on account of the territory 
since 1780 has constantly exceeded the capital of the Bond Debt, the charge 
incurred on account of this debt since that time must be considered as referable to 
the causes alleged by the Committee of 1783, in respect of the Bond Debt then 
existing. 

Amount paid on this account from 1780 to 1793 1,127,145 

I>itto ditto 1793 to 1814 .. .. 3,111,941 


Charge for Interest on the Bond Debt actually incurred by the Company in'\ 
consequence of the Expenditure for Territorial purposes prior to the ( 
iBt May 1814, forming an addition to the sum of £12,044,934 as above j 5 , 434 »® 9 ® 
stated, of J 


• (A.) See page 20. f (B.) See page 22. 

East-India House, (Errors excepted) 

24th August 1831. 


t (CO See page 26. 

THOS. S. CABELL. 
Dep. Aoct, Gen. 
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Append iXy No. 2 — continued, 

(NiJ.S.V— An Account of the Monies paid Government in consequence of Aoreements 
with the Company concerning' the Territorial Possessions in India. — Referred to in 
Page 13 .) 






£. s. 

d. 

1768: 34th March .. 

Being the Ist 

half-yearly payment per agreement 

300,000 

0 

0 

38th September 

— ad 

•• 

ditto 

200,000 

0 

0 

1769: Qsd March 

— 3 d 


ditto 

200,000 

0 

0 

38th September 

— 4th 

•* 

ditto 

200,000 

0 

0 

1770: a4th March 

Being the 1st half-yearly payment per further '*! 
agreement . . . . . . . . - . J 

200,000 

0 

0 

— > 38th September 

— ad 


ditto 

200,000 

0 

0 

1771: asd March 

— 3d 


ditto 

200,000 

0 

0 

— 38th September 

— 4th 

•• 

ditto . . • . 

200,000 

0 

0 

1773 : 34th March 

— 5 th 


ditto 

• 

200,000 

0 

0 

t 773 : — 

Paid in Exchequer Bills, out of loan of £1,400,000,1 
per Act of Parliament, which was payable > 
29th September 1772 . . . . . . . . J 

200,000 

0 

0 


. . Ditto, being part of the last payment per agree 
inent, payable 2,5th March 1773 



1773; 13th January .. Being the remainder of the last payment per'\ 

agreement, and which was payable 25th March > 115,619 14 9 

1773 ^ 


£2fi69»398 18 ai 


East- India House, 

(Errors excepted) 
(Signed) 

SAMUEL NICOLL, 

10th May 1783. 


Accomptant. 

Eaa^India House. 

A true Copy : 

THOS. S. CABELL, 

a4th August 1831. 

Dep. Acet. Gen. 
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Appendix, No. 2. — continued. 


# 


(No. 5 .)— An Account of the Sums paid to the East-Iiidia 
Bond Debt, between : 3 l 8 t May 1760 and 8 1 st January 1781 . 


Company to discharn-o fheir 
— (Referred to inpa^^e 1:5.) 


In 1766 



Paid 

1774 



ditto 

>776 



ditto 

>777 



ditto 

1778 



ditto 

*779 



ditto 

17S0 to 31st January 1781, 

ditto 


£. 

100 

1 oo 
300 
57i»445 
8o8,86i! 
2,638 


£1,386,870 


Memorandum, in addition to tliis Account : 

Paid as before-mentioned to :)ut January 1781 

Paid since the ist May 1783 

Remains undemanded, advertised to be paid off 

"“DebTto'Ihe Bair"’'*'*. 

Total, being the whole Sum received by the Com- 1 
pany from the Territorial Revenues in India } 


£■ s. d. 

1,386,870 o o 
2,412 10 o 
^ 1,942 o o 

52,344 10 o 

^453,569 o o 


biEst-India House, 
16th May 1783. 



(Errors excepted) 

(Signed) 


A trbe Cppy : 


SAaMUEL NICOLL, 

Accomptant. 


THOS. S. CABELL. 

Dep. Acet, Gen. 
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«0 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REFdRT at *m 


Appeudix— 

(A.)— An Estimatk of the Balance of Supplies between India and England from the Year 1770-80 to 


* EXPORTS: 

Orrrw AMD 1 G*"***, Shares, and 

1 Bullion, Invoice Amount, 

SEASONS 
HOMEWARD, 
September 
to September. 

1779-80 

£. 

340,202 

1780-81 

1780-81 

283,806 

1781-82 

1 1781-82 

524.915 

1782-83 

, 1782.83 .. : 

470,241 

1783-84 

j 1783-84 

313,892 

1784-85 

1 1784.85 .. I 

258,734 

1785-86 

! 1785-86 .. 1 

299,477 

1786-87 

1 1786-87 

391,466 

1787-88 

: 1787-88 

459,084 

1788-89 

1788-89 

428,033 

1789-90 

1789-90 

557,380 

1790-91 

1790*91 

961,241 

1791-92 

1791-92 . . 1 

498,038 

i 1792-93 

i 

£ 

j 5,786,509 



Bills of Exchange, 
September 

PROFIT 

LOSS ' 

to September, 
(Including St Helena.) 

on 

EXPORTS. 

EXPORTS 

£. 

£. 

£. 

430,085 

318,585 

— 

803,857 

3,974 

— ! 

1,72.3,725 

1,145 

— ; 

1,256,530 

101,975 

— 

1,318.163 

18,219 

— 1 

280,234 

i 46, .301 

— 

1,420,291 

28,880 

— i 

i 275,831 

28,657 

1 — 

1 1,068,977 

42,898 

! — 

j 507,722 

6,594 

1 — 

1 686,228 

1 — 

3 2,473 

1 891,806 

1,045 

1 — 

I 614,080 

959 

1 

1 

11,277,529 

399,232 

1 12,473 


Mem . — Hie valuation of the Indian Coins is as follow.s : — For imports, Uengal current rupee, 2t«, pagoda, Si., Bombaj rupee, 
Sf., 3(/., Spanish dollar, 5 e. ; for bills of exchange, the rates at which the bilU were severally drawn. 


THOS. S. CABRUte 
Dep. Acet. 


East-India House, 
44 th August 1831 . 


(Errors excepted) 
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— ^No. 2. — continued* 

1791-92 Englaiidf corresponding with the Year 1780-81 to 1792-93 India. — (Referred to in pjinc I J.) 



Add othor Fayroents in England un account ot India m the above Period 

Paid into the Exchequer in 17SJ-82 and 1787'88 (pet agreement) .. .. 

I’aid to Government for Expcrnies of His Majesty’s Troops and Meet, serving in India in 1789-90 and 

1790-91 

Interest paid on India Debt Bills (the payments of which had liecn postponed) to tlie 1st March 1793 • • 
Deposit in the Court of Admiralty on account of a suit depending in the Court regarding tiie ciipture ol 

Chinsurah 

Territorial Charges General, paid in England in 1780-81 to 1792-93 (13 years), the cliarges appertaining 
both to Territory and Commerce being divided as nearly as possible, according to the plan ugi-ecd upon 

in 1814 by the Board of Cuiitroiil and the Court of Directors for such Division 

Pass^e of Military, and Supplies to them on voyage, 1780-81 to 171)2-93 (13 years) 

Political Chaigcs included in Accounts of Freight and Demorage, calculated according to the proportion 
which the charge on this Account, as ascertained subsequently to 1814, upon the priiici|>les laid down 
in the plan of accounts, bears to the charge incurred for Passage of Military since that period 
(* No Specific allowance is included in the above amount in respect of the Extraordinary 
Payments for Freight and I3emunige, from 1781 to 178.5, exhibited in the Account 
No. 13, presented to the House of Commons In May 1783.) 

Deduct, Balance of Supplies from India to China, 1780-81 to 1792-93 •• .. •• 1,227,580 

Sundry payments in Imlia, recoverable in England, advances to owners of ships, &c. &c. 131^516 


Add Decrease of Commercial Property in India, between 1780 and 1793. 

Amount of Commercial Property in India, 1780 

Ditto .. ditto .. ditto, 1793 .. 


£. 1 


400,000 

1 

1 

500,000 

:i32,231 

i 

i 

1 

07,483 


1,166,728 

889,450 

1 

»2,014,410 

5,370,;jn2 I 

1 

1,362,096 

4 , 008,206 

2,061,006 

1,51.2,008 

6 , 310 . 5.59 

518,968 

.. £ 

6 , 829,557 


Balance BgninHt India, 1780-81 to i 7 i) 2 - 9 ;j 
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1 Appendix— 
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\rrouNTs. 

(B.> 

—An Estimatr of the Balanck of Supplies between Indiii and England, 

Year 1793-^4 to the lat May 1814 

No 








SEASONS 
OUTWARD, 
September 
to September. 

EXPORTS : 
Goods, Stores, and 
Bullion, 

Invoice Amount, 
deducting Cargoes 
lost, (excUisivtt of 
St. Helena). 

SEASONS 
HOMEWARD, 
September 
to September. 

BILLS OF 
EXCHANGE, 
September 
to September, 
(exclusive of St. 
Helena). 

PROFIT 

on 

EXPORTS. 

■| 

tots 1 

1 

on , 

EXPORTS. , 



£. 



£. 

£. 

1 


1792-93 .. 

283,323 

1793-94 . . 

866,993 

11,042 

1 


1793-94 . . 

477.342 

1794-95 . . 

1,002,078 

31,926 

i 


1794 - 9 S • . 

406,599 

1795-96 . . 

•931,461 

29,650 



1795-96 .. 

652,065 

1796-97 . • 

137,310 

71,372 

— i 


1796-97 . . 

631,118 

1797-98 .. 

345,040 

76,277 

1 


1797-98 

850,560 

1798-99 .. 

825,018 ' 

20,429 

— 


1798-99 •• 

1.326,769 

1799-1800.. 

1, 033.6 » 4 

14,560 

— 


1799-1800 .. 

848,777 

1800-01 

585.409 

4,662 

— 


i8oo-oi 

1,361,171 

1801-02 

7 n ,592 

— 

4,076 


1801-02 

1,527,807 

1802-03 .. 

1 

5.39,783 

— 

503 


1802-03 

2,121,382 

^ 1 

1803-04 .. ; 

612,582 

— 

20,363 


1803-04 

1475.401 

1804-05 

^ 569.106 

15,554 

— 


1804-05 

2,463,526 

1805-06 . . 

629,502 

— 

2,771 


1805-06 

1.252,743 

1806-07 .. 

1,093,752 

28,822 

— 


1806-07 

1,196,130 

1807-08 . . j 

1,706,439 

— 

11,161 


1807-08 

1 1,168,017 

1808-09 •* 1 

3,241,411 

44,885 

— 


1808-09 .. j 

943,681 

1809-10 .. 1 

4,216,808 

41,236 

— 


1809-10 

908,128 

1810-11 

3,334,124 

37,803 

— 


1810-11 

1,069,548 

1811-12 .. 

2,010,685 

52,414 

— 


1811-12 

1.109.794 

1812-12 .. 

789,246 

40.698 

- 


1812- 13 •• 1 1,021,617 

/ Military Stores re-i 

1813- 141 ceived in India be- >32,416 

'“fore let May 18 H> 

1813.14 ■> 
to 1st May J 

375,586 

52,642 

— 


£ 

23 » 037 > 9 H 

£ 

26,157,608 1 

573,874 

38.874 


I 
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— No. 2 — continued ^ 

from the Year 1792 - 1)3 to the 1st May 1814 En/^land, corrcspondiiij^ with the 
India.— (Referred to in page 14 .) 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

Of 

ConHigninents 
from India, 
whether arrived, 

Commercial 
Charges in India, 
not added to 

TOTAL 

IMPORTS. 

IMPORTS 

MORE. 

IMPORTS 

LESS. 

SUPPLIES. 

or lost at Seu, 
(Invoice Amount). 

- 

the Invoices. 




£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1,161,358 

1,580,561 

145,004 

1,725,565 

564,207 

— 

i. 5»'>348 

1,945,302 

192,991 

2,138,293 

626,945 

— 


1.817.950 

199,437 

2,017,387 

649.677 

— 

1,460,816 

1.730,057 

152,901 

1,888,958 

428,142 

— 

1.052,4.35 

2,307,022 

i, 59 i 543 

2.466, .565 

1,414,230 

— 

1,696,007 

1,409,1.55 

155,567 

1,564,72*2 


131,285 

*.:} 74-943 

1.471,955 

202,753 

1,674,708 

— 

700,235 

1.438,848 

1,277,916 

165,082 

1,442,998 

4,150 

— 

*,068,687 

1,056,140 

157,013 

1,213,153 

— 

855.534 

*,0(57,087 

1,834.582 

164.936 

1,999,518 

— 

67,569 

*, 713,(101 

1,371,983 1 

173.278 

1,. 545,261 ; 

— 

1,168,340 

2,960,061 

1,964,385 ' 

219,060 

2.183,445 ; 

123,384 

— 

3,090,2.57 

778,349 ! 

171,051 

949,400 ' 

— 

2,140,8.57 

*,375.317 , 

977,107 1 

186.186 

1,163,293 i 

— 

1,212,0*4 

*,891,408 

1,420,000 ^ 

173.207 

1,. 593 , 207 i 

— 

1,298,201 

4,404.313 i 

i,i8;{,804 . 

165.8.39 

1.349,643 

— 

3,104,670 

5,201,785 ; 

1,116,698 j 

157.673 

1,274,371 , 

— 

3.927,354 

4,280,055 

1,. 543 , 338 ! 

177,640 

1,720,978 ■ 

— 

2,5.59,077 

3,132,647 ' 

1,973,455 ' 

175,060 

2,148,51.5 

— 

984,132 

1,849,638 i 

1 

3,448.254 1 

178,288 , 

3,626,542 

1,776,904 

— 

1,482,261 

1,782,639 

185,600 

1 

1,968,239 

485,978 

— 

45)1730,522 

33,996,652 

1 3,658,10 9 

37,6.54,761 , 

6,073,527 

18,149,278 


Deduct . . . . £ 6,073,5 1 7 

• ^ * 
Balance against India, carried o?er .. £ 12,075,761 


# 


1 . 
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(continued on next page») 
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{continued from preceding page.) 

Ha LANCE against India brought over .. .. .. .. .. £i8, 075*761 

Add, Passage of Military to India, and Supplies to them on the voyage, 

1st March 1793 to 1st May 1814 .. .. ..^i» 563»393 

Political Charges, "General .. .. .. . .. 4 » 408 i 57 ^ 

Political Charges included in the Accounts of Freight and 
Demorage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , * 7 ® 9»'38 

Officers on Furlough . . . . . . . . . . 2,043,443 

Amount paid to Government for participation, and for Troops 
serving in India . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘600,000 

Ditto ditto for Seamen, and for the hire of 

Ships taken up in India for the Public Service . . . / . . 75*290 

Bonds of the Rajah of Tanjore and Nabobs of Arcot, and Pay- 
ments under the adjudications of the Carnatic Commissioners . . 589,316 

Interest and Sinking Fund on the Loan from the Public in 1812 . . 488,927 

Charges of St. Helena, defrayed in England, from 1793-94 to 

ist May 1814 1,431,830 

11,963,913 


Balance against India, carried forward . . £24,039,674 


* The amount included above’ as the Charge for Political Freight and Demorage in this 
period is made up principally from Returns laid before Parliament on several occasions prior to 
1814, when the principle for ascertaining this charge at present adopted was laid down as part of 
the plan for keeping the Home Accounts: according to this plan, it is estimated that this charge 
would have amounted, by the mode of calculation adopted in Account (A.) to £3,540,743. 



SELECT COMMlTtfiE OF THie HOUSE OF COMMONS. 25 


Balance against India brought forward £24,039,674 

Deduct, ^ilk of Exchange drawn from India in favour of the Company, 
and Payments made in India on account of England, 1 793-94 
to 1813-14 £2,415,931 

Received of His Majesty's Government, for Disbursements made 
in India for the Public Service . . 7i879>909 

Loan from the Public in 1812 . . . . . . . . . . 2,500,000 

Sale of Ships built in India .> •• .. .. .. 169,986 

Balance of Supplies from India to China, 1793*4 1813-14 . . 6,414,282 

Supplies from India received at the Cape of Good Hope, from 

»793-4 to 1813-14 170,226 

Bills of Exchange re-in vested and sent back to India .. .. 999f^03 


- 20,549,437 

The Balance against India, as above . . 3*490,237 

Deduct increase of Commercial Property in India, between 30th April 
1793 and 30th April 1814 : 

Amount of Commercial Property in India, 30th April 1814 . . £3,432,868 

Ditto ditto 30th April 1793 .. 1,542,008 

1,890,860 

Balance against India, 1793-94 to 1813-14 . . £i,599>377 


Memorandum . — The valuation of the Indian coins is as follows : for Imports, Bengal Current 
Rupee, 2s,; Pagoda, 8f. ; Bombay Rupee, 25. 3d.; Spanish Dollar, 5s . ; for Bills of Exchange, 
the rates at which the bills were severally drawn. 


East-India House, 
[ 24th August 1831. 


(Errors excepted) 


THOS. S. CABELL, 

Dep. Acet. Gen. 
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Appendix, No. 9 — continued. 

(C.)— Amount paid for Intkrest on Home Bond Debt, from Ist March 1766* to 30 th April 1814 . 
(Referred to in page 14 ). 


1st March 1766 to Ut March 1780: £. £• 



£. 

1766-67 



. . 101,329 



Brought forward 12,95 

1767-68 



86,853 

ist March 1793 to 1st May 1814 : f . 

1768-69 



.. 86,853 

1793-94 


. . 122,346 

17G9-70 



. • 86,853 

' 794-95 -• 


83,013 

1770.71 



. . 86,853 

'795-96 .. 


.. 78 , 46 () 

1771-72 



.. 86,853 

'796-97 •• 


' . . 53)793 

1772-73 



• • 86,853 

' 797-98 


.. 49)234 

' 773-74 



. . 86,853 

1798-99 .. 


. . 69,701 

' 774-75 



. . 86,853 

1799-1800 


78,635 

i 775 - 7 f) 



86,850 

1800-01 .. 


86,9;, s 

1775-77 



. . 90,087 

1801-02 


. . 76,2.-, 5 

'777-78 



• • 83,736 

1 802-03 . . 


. . 72 . 5-’4 

'778-79 



.. 69,104 

1803-04 


. .. 80,885 

' 779-80 



. . 59,880 

1804-05 .. 


. . 80,66.5 




— - — 1,185,810 

1805-06 .. 


.. 126,458 

1st March 1780 to ist May 1793 : 

1806-07 .. 


. • 142,748 

1780-Bi 

. . 

. . 

. . 60484 

1807-08 .. 


.a *153,201 

178i-8‘2 



. . 59',8o6 

1808-09 .. 


• • *233,353 

'782-83 



. 51,997 

ISO9-IO 


.. *272,482 

1783-84 



. . • 62,588 

1810-11 


.. * 2 f> 9 ,i 53 

1784-85 



• • 45.287 

1811-12 .. 


.. *267,196 

1785-86 



• • 93)041 

1812-13 


.. *338,884 

1786-87 



.. 104,670 

1813-14 .. 


.. *376,001 

1787-88 



.. 87,150 



. 3 iiii '04 

1788-89 



68,942 



— 

'789-90 



.. 116,227 



^; 5 . 424 . 8 !> 

1790-91 



*. 122,239 




1791-92 



•• 127,495 




1792-93 



■ • 127,213 







- 1,127,145 





Carried forward £2,312,955 


EastJndia House, 
‘24 th August 1831. 


Includinif Property Tax paid by the Company. 

(Errors excepted) 


THOS. S. CABELL, 
Dep. *Acct. Gen 
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Appendix^ No. 3. 

Prospective Estimate of the Tekritouial Dkbt of India at the close of the Com- 
pany's present Term, calculating- the Sicca lliipoe at Ij. lid. instead of the Rates of 
Exchange fixed by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 



1 

BENOAL. 1 

MADRAS. 

BOMBAY. 

TOTAL. 



£. i 

£. 

£, 1 


Debts at 4 per cent. 

•• 

208,275 

28,359 

i 

* 1 

92,220 I 

328,854 

Ditto r > ditto . . 

•• 

28,453,287 

2.446,420 

_ 1 

- 

30,899,707 

Ditto 6 ilitto . . 


8,621,874 

273,090 

182,951 

9.077, Oi.'i 

Ditto S ditto . 

•• 

44.237 

377.508 

170,881 

592,626 

Ditto lo ditto .. 


1-773 

— 

-- 

1.773 

Treasury Notes 


125,858 

— 

— 

125,858 

Total Debts bearing Interest, . 

. £ 

1 

37 > 4 . 5 .‘ 3 » 304 - 

1 

3 » 125,377 

446,052 

41,026,733 

I 

Debts not bearing Interest, 

. £ 

5 , 321,933 

831,236 

429,102 

6,58-2,27 1 

Total Territorial Debt, 

£ 

42.777.237 

3,956,613 

875.154 

1 47.609,004 


Cast-India House, (Errors excepted) 

29tli August 1831. JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. India Acets. 
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REMITTANCES THROUGH THE COMPANY’S COMMERCE: 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op tHE 


liKNKM'K 

M;COUNTn 

No » 


Appendix — 

The preceding Account— eon/wwed. 


MANNER IN WHICH THE REMITTANCES HAVE BEEN MADE; 


REMITTANCES on the Direct Account of the Territory, under the 55th Sec. of the 53 Geo. S, c. 155. 


1828.‘29 


AMOUNT 

Paid in India as NET PROCEEDS 
the Cost of, or in Engfland, of 
equivalent for each Remittance, 
each Remittance. 


Sicca Rupees. 


Sterling. 


AVERAGE RATE 
of each Year’s 

remittances. 


per Sicen Rupee. 


Hills drawn by the Court on India 
Ditto drawn from India, principally on the Public 
Boards, for Supplies furnished to Ilis Majesty’s 

Services in India 

Received of His Majesty’s Government in repay- 
ment of Advances in India, not covered by 
Bills of Exchange 

Bullion from Bengal and Madras: Cost and 
('barges in India 

Sale Amount , . . . £634,863 

Charges defrayed in England 7,098 


Net Sale Proceeds 


35,836 

6,21,631 

82,570 

63.89,492 1 




3,285 


61,728 


8,597 


627,765 


.V. f/. 

\ 1 ii'Cio 


£ 


701,375 


1829 - 30 : 


Hills drawn by the Court on India 
Ditto drawn from India, principally on the Public 
Boards, for Supplies furnished to His Majesty's 
Service in India 

Bill drawn from St. Helena (Accounts kept in 
Sterling money 


99,049 


5,46,668 


8,643 

54.728 

111 


57,482 


\ 1 ii‘9i6 


(Continued on nest page) 
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-~No. 4— continued. 

The preceding Account — continued, 

MANNER IN WHICH THE REMITTANCES HAVE BEEN MADE 


I 

RKVKN Ur 
NCCOl’NT*' 


\c>. I. 


REMITTANCES on the Direct Account of the Territory, under the 55th See. of the 53 Geo. 3, c. 155. 


AMOUNT 
Paid ill India as 
the Cost of, or 
equi\alent for 
each Remittance 


1830-31: 

Bills drawn by the Court on India 
Ditto drawn from India, principally on tlic Pub- 
lic Boards, for Supplies furnished to His 
Majesty's Service in India 
Advances made in India on the Security of the 
(voods of Individuals, repaid here, at i.v. lie/, 
per Sicca Rupee 

Bullion from Bengal and Madras : Cost and | 
Charges in India 

Sale amount .. .. £532,107 

Charges defrayed in England 6,879 


1 

I Sicca Rupees. 

7(5,406 


NET PllOCEF.DS AVERAGE liA’I I 
in EiiKlufid, of [ of each Ycri’'- 
each Kcmittaiire. RKMITTA NCES. 


Sterling. | pt-r Sicca Ruper 
6,634. 


3,76,010 


20,92,407 

54,43.632 


I 


Net Sale Proceeds 


Bullion received through China : Net Sum realized on account) 
of Remittances arrived, but which having been only partially f 
disposed of prior to 1st May 1831, the Account of the Pro-( 
cecds will be stated in 1831-32 .. 


Total of Net Proceeds of Remittances under this T 
head, realized in the above Three Years . . . . j 


37,891 


200,522 


(i. 

\ 1 ii-i 4'5 


525, 28^ 
770,335 

»oa,335 

872,670 

1,631,527 


The Charges here inserted upon Bullion, «re the amount actually nttaclung to ctirh concigninciit. .11, il 
wiU occMsanly differ from the Payments stated under the head of “ Biitlion Iinpojtfil,” in the .\iuiual -Vcrouni' 
prewBt^ to Parliament, the Payments in which arc stated at thepotiod of their .ictual cMTurreTiee. 

Attordipg to the provisions contained in the plan for keeping the Home Aecoiints, the amount in u Inch the 
^iiHttaa^ foil short of tlie Payments under this head is to be jiroxiiied for by Advances to ilu- Coimueroiiil I)o- 
part^nt m India, at the rates of Exchange at which the Bills are ilischurgcd by the Coinjinny, uith a <-(>nditK'ri 
R^ed wttn a view to secure the Commerce from Loss in remitting tlie Sum so adxuiieed to it to England ; Imt iu‘ 
nnal adjustment of Account has yet been made with reference to.thi.s point. 


Eaat-India House, /Errors excepted) 

e8th Sept. 1831. 


THOS. G. LLOYD, Acet. Gen. 
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The abore Amount of Suppliee ftom Territorial Funds, calculated at a Mercantile Rate of Exchange, as ascertained from 
the Rates at which BUls were drawn fiom London on Calcutta at the time the Supplies were issued m India, bemg upon an 
arerage year from their issue in India to the realization of the proceeds of the Goods in England : 


SELECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


39 


CO 

oo 

O 



cc 

Oh 


a 

o 

CD 




CO 


CO 

01 

2 


§ . . 

•« • • 

1 

SL 

0> 

> 

i. : 4 

I 

a 

•s 

o 

2. 

«.a • • 

60 • • 

S 

wS 

00 

*o 


Cm 

1 * ^ 

O 

s 

•3 

O' m 

1 

o 



P 

6 

CO 

O 

X 

H 


1 

I 

i 



I. 

KEVENUl!'. 

ACCOUNTS, 

No. 7. 



40 


FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


1 . 

REVBNDK 

ACCOUNT!*. 


No. 8. 


Appendix, No. 8. 

An Account of all Sit ms Advanced from the Territorial or Commercial Treasuries 
to the Commercial A«^cnts in Ben^al^ on account of the Investment of Raw Silk, m 
each Year^ from the Year 1809-lU to the latest Period to which the same has been 
received. 


Sicca Rupees. 


1809-10 .. 


• • 


. . 29,05,029 

1810-11 .. 


• ■ 


. . 34,69,001 

1811-12 .. 

• • • • 

• m 


. . 38,38,078 

1812-13 .. 

• • • • 

A • 


.. 40,83,810 

1813-14 .. 


• • 


.. 37,99.821 

1814-15 .. 


• • 

• • 

, . 13,92,876 

1815-16 .. 


• t 

% • 

. . 29,33,965 

1816-17 .. 

• • • • 


• • 

• • 37,34,633 

1817.18 .. 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• . 38,82,777 

1818-19 

• • • • 

• • 

0 • 

.. 43,02,593 

1819-20 •. 


• • 

• • 

. . 53,48,600 

1820-21 .. 


0 0 

• • 

. . 67,53,985 

1821-22 .. 

• • • • 

• • 

t • 

• . 65,93,778 

1822-23 .. 

» • • • 

• • 

• • 

. . 59,92,109 

1823-24 .. 




. . 55,34,072 

1824-25 .. 




.. 61,84,665 

1825-26 . . 

• • • • 



.. 68,26,899 

1826-27 .. 

• • • « 



. . 70,95,450 

1827-28 .. 

• • • • 



.. 72,21,792 

1828-29 . . 

• • • • 

- • 

• . 

. . 70,30,725 


S.Us. 9»75>52/>58 


The above are the Sums distinctly advanced for the provision of Raw Silk. The Investment 
of this article is further chargeable with a proportion of the General Commercial Establishments 
of the Company in India, as well as with a proportion of the Charges of the Factories where the 
Silk is provided. The amount of such Charges, in consequence of the provision of Silk being 
conducted jointly with that of other articles, cannot, in tne greater number of instances, be 
ascertained otherwise than by assumption, and is not included in the above Account. 


East-India House, 
3d October 1831. 


(Errors excepted) 


THOS. G. LLOYD, 
Acet. Gen. 
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Appendix, No. 9. • 

An Account of all Sums written off as Losses^ and of all Outstanding Balances 
standing* in the Books of the several Commercial Agents, from the Year 1809-10 iii- 
diisive, to the latest Period to which the same has been received. (On account of the 
Investment of Raw Silk.) 


i8og-io 

i8]o-ii 

l8l 1-12 

1812- 13 

1813- 14 

1814- 15 

1815- 16 

1816- 17 

1817- 18 

1818- 19 

1819- 20 

1820- 21 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 




1 Fines from 


L 088 EE 

1 Contractors for Silk, 


Written off. 

Sale of Old Materials, 



1 Chapum, &c. &r. 


S . Ra . f. p. 

S. Rs. f. p. 



2,816 1 1 


— 

8,56 1 Oil 


— 

3.708 4 I 


— 

5,650 14 9 

. . 

— 

8.005 3 3 


32,088 4 0 

— 


— 

3,142 8 10 


— 

4,675 14 8 


- — 

1,570 11 10 


— 

1.978 10 6 


— 

5,987 3 1 1 


9«.437 4 1 

— 


— 

11,211 9 6 

• • 1 

— 

1 2,005 4 1 

1 

— 

14 , 27 » 15 6 


— 

5,677 8 4 


— 

3,573 13 6 


— 1 

16,053 2 9 


— 

6,963 0 8 


6,780 10 7 1 

— 

1' 

5 . Rs. 

1,31.306 2 8 ! 

• 

1,15,854 0 1 


Net Loss .. S.Rs. 15,452 2 7 


Mem : -The above are the Suma written off as Losses or Gains, which have been ascertained 
to a^ch exclusively to Raw Silk. In the other items written off in the period, it is not dbtin- 
guishcd to what description of goods the several amounts have reference. 

a ^ amount of Outstanding Balances upon the books of the Commercial Agents transmitted 
to this countn^i those Balances which may have arisen from Advances made on account of the 
provision of Silk, cannot be distinguishea from Advances on account of other articles of invest- 
ment provid^ at the several Commercial Residencies ; a Return therefore of the Outstandinc 
Balances of Raw Silk cannot be furnished. ^ 


Bast-lndia House, 
3d October 1831. 


(Errors excepted) 


THOS. G. LLOYD. 
Acet. Gen. 
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4« FIRST APPENDIX t<j tub THIRD REPORT op^ the 

1 . 

KKVbNut Appendix, No. 10. 

accounts. 

(I.)“A Schedule exhibiting in detail the Name and Designation of the several Taxes, 
Duties and Imposts^ comprehended under the general Heads of Customs, Land 
Revenue, Saycr, Abkaree, Moturfah, Farms and Licenses, Salt, Opium, Marine 
Stamps ; in the Accounts laid before Parliament : — Also, 

(2.) — A Schedule describing and distinguishing the Provinces or Places in which the 
different Systems for collecting the Land Revenues at present prevail. 


(!•) 

Customs : 


import Duties. Transit Duties. 

Export Duties. Town Duties. 


Land Revenue: 

Kt xcnuf Account^ Collections from Military Bazars. 

1*^24-25. Extraordinary Receipts, (namely), 

Interest on Arrears of Revenue and Tuckavy advances. 

Penalty on Arrears of Revenue agreeably to Regulation XII, of 1824. 

Kifayal Batta Fees, Fines and Forfeitures, refunded Charges of former Years. 
Sale of Lands, Ac. Ac. 

Fees for Researches and for the Committee of Records. 


Saver, 


Abkarry : 


Revenue Aceuunt> 
1824-25. 

\o 1 1 


Duty on Spirituous Liquors. 

Duty and ^ale of Spirits at Sudder Distil- 
leries. 

DuU on Rum under Section 20, Regulation 
X, of 1813. 

Duty on Puchoe. 

Duty on Taree. 

Duty on Intoxicating Drugs, exclusive of 
Opium. 


Duty realized on Licenses granted for the 
Sale of Opium. 

Produce of Opium sold on account of the 
Akbarry Department. 

Fifteen Days Forfeit on Licenses cancelled. 
Akbarry Fines. 

Opium Fines on account of the Abkarry De- 
partment. 

Miscellaneous. 


Moturfah : Tax on Professions. 
Farms and Licenses. 
Salt. 

Opium. 


Marine Stamps. 
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Backergunge. 

Bcerbhoom. 

Burdwan. 

Bullooah. 

Calcutta. 

Chittagong. 

Cooch Bchar. 

Dacca. 

Dinagepoor. 

Hooghly. 

Jessore. 

Moorshedabad. 


Bengal Districts Permanently Settled: 


Mymensing. 

Nuddea. 

Poomeah. 

Rajisliahye. 

Rajmehai. 

Rungpore. 

N. E. Rungpore. 

fillet. 

Tipperah. 

Twenty-four Pergunnahs. 
Baugufpore. 


Dhurrumpore. 

Midnapore. 

Behar. 

Patna. 

Ramghur. 

Sarun. 

Shahabad. 

Tirhoot. 

Benares. 

Ghazeepore. 

Juan pore. 


Bengal Districts not Permanently Settled: 


Agra. 

Bareilly. 

Delhi Tarnbery. 
Etawah. 
Furrukabad. 
Moradabad. 

N. D. Moradabad. 
Meerut. 


Shahjehanpore. 

Scharii^ore. 

Moozuffurnuggur. 

Allygurh. 

Boolundshahur. 

Suheswan 

Saidabad. 

Pillibheet. 


Kumaon. 

Allahabad. 

Cawnpore. 

Banda. 

Calpee. 

Goruckpore. 

Futtehpure. 


Madras Districts Permanently Settled : 

Ganjam. Rajahmundry. Guntoor. 

Vizagapatam. Masulipatam. 


Madras Districts not Permanently Settled, but chiefly under Ryotwar : 


Ncllore. 
Chingleput. 
Southern Arcot. 
Northern Arcot. 
Bellary. 


Cuddapah. 

Salem. 

Coimbetoor. 

Tanjore. 

Trichinopoly. 


Madura. 

Dindigul. 

Tinnevelly. 

Malabar. 

Canara. 


Bombay Districts^ all of which are under Systems of temporary Revenue Administration ■ 


Bombay. 

Southern Concan. 
Northern Concan. 
Surat. 


Broach. Carnatic. 

Eastern Zillah, North of Poonah. 

Myhee. Ahmednuggur. 

Ahmedabad. Candeish. 


1 . 

RKVKNUK 

VCCOUNTS. 


No. 10 . 



East-India House, 
i8 August 1831. 


J. MILL, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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No. 11. 


44 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


Appendix— 

(No. 1.)— An Account of the Amount of the Land Revenue and Sayer and 
1800, 1810, 1820, and 1830 ; distinguishing each Head of Revenue, together with 
been collected ; so far as the same can be made out. 


LAND REVENUES. 


' 7 ® 9-»790 


Revenues Current 
Balances 
Not in Jumma 
Miscellaneous 


1799-1800 •• 


Revenues Current 
Balances 
Not in Jumma 
Miscellaneous 


Syer Duties 


« Abkaree Duties • • 


1809-1810 


. . Revenues Current 
Balances 
Not In Jumma 
Miscellaneous 


Syer Duties 


Bengal, | 

Behar, and 1 

I Orissa. ^ 

1 1 

Benares. 

1 ! 

2,56,06,200 

1 1 

36,24,823 

9.67.989 1 

3.942241 

1,19,021 1 

— 

1.42.996 ] 

— 

1 2,68,36,206 1 

40,19,064 

j 3,33,67,056 1 

32,63,420 

31.82,947 

4,28,287 

! 2,13,569 1 

45,138 

1 38,422 

! i 

— 

j 2,68,01,994 1 

37,36,845 

! 1,27,021 j 

Nil. 

5,90,686 J 

Nil. 

■ 2,60,82,136 j 

37 » 44 »H 2 

J 11,45,267 

1,27,108 

1 39,927 

59.271 

.j 84,645 

— 

i 2,73,51,276 

39.30,591 

.[ 2,98,440 

NiL . 

• j 8,19,367 

3,93.863 


Abkaree Duties 
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Abkarkk Duties in Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and in Benares, for the Years 1790^ 
the various Items of Chai^ge, and the Rate at which each Branch of Revenue has 





Bengal, 

Benares. 

RATE PER CENT. 

REVENUE CHARGES. 


Behar, and 
Orissa. 

Bengal, 

&c. 

Benares. 

Charges Collection 

Zemindaree 

Hill Rangers 

Extraordinary 

Revenue Board, and Offices under ditto 
Miscellaneous 

• • 

11 , 54.388 
9,37.714 
74.503 
5,97.876 . 
5.85.378 
99.385 

1,07,985 

3,837 

17,690 






97,39,144 

1.29.502 

10 *21 

3 '22 

Charges Collection 
Tehsildaree 

Sebundy . . 

Zemindaree 

Extraordinary 

Board of Revenue 
Miscellaneous . . * 

• # • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 


7 * 74»942 

2,79.552 

1,61,846 

85,313 

3,64,200 

71.785 

57,954 

5,547 

3.837 

3,553 






17.37,638 

70,181 

6-48 

1 -88 

Charge on Account Syer 

.. 


Not shown. 

Nil. 



. . Ditto . . Abkaree 

• • 

•• 

36,454 

Nil. 

6 *17 


Charges Collection 
Tehsildaree . . , , 

Zemindaree 

Extraordinary 

Board of Revenue 
Miscellaneous 


'• 

5,73.109 

1.14.337 

43.308 

62,012 

2 , 59.343 

56,778 

60,193 

1.33.384 

3,898 

44,185 






11,08,887 

2,41.590 

4-05 

' .6-15 

Charge on Account Syer 


•• 

15.907 

Nil. 

5-33 

1 

. . Ditto . . Abkaree 

.. 

-- 

63,746 

■ 91,576 

7 -66 

6 *66 


I. 

revenue 

accounts. 

No. 1 J . 


{continued on next page.') 
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I. 

REVStfUK 

ACCOUNTS. 

No. II. 


A^p^iidix,— 

The preceding Account— coitfinttetf. 


— 

LAND REVENUES. 

Bengil, 
Behar, and 
OriiM. 

Benares. 

1819*20 

Revenues Current 

a» 7 i, 99 . 8 * 5 . 

43,80451 


Balances 

88,71,617 

36,058 


Not iu Jumma 

4 , 37 .i 7 » 

39.807 


Miscellaneous 

>, 3^59 




3,00,44,07a 

44.55.716 


Syer Duties 

5.94.677 

8,189 


Abkaree Duties 

18 . 67,557 

•8,80,589 

1828-29 

Revenues Current 

8,66,35,715 

44 , 85 , 785 . 


Balances 

89.49.358 

3,34,896 


Not in Jumraa 

4 . 37,411 

66,401 

(i 829)-30 .. 
not received. 

Miscellaneous 

8,60,698 

1,20,410 


3.08,53,18a 

49.95.838 


Syer DutieB 

6,95.19(8 

Nfl. 


Abkaree Duties . • 

18,38,841 

' ‘ i .> 

. 4 .lft 044 ; 


Shtt>India House, 
i8th October 1831. 
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The precediqg Account— eoiMinfwtf. 


REVENUE CHARGES. 


_ , KATB PEn CENT. 

Bengal, 

Behargand Benares. "* 

Oriiaa. Benare.. 


I. 

REVENUK 

ACCOUNTS. 

No. ii. 


Charges Collection 

Tehiudaree 

Zemindaree ‘ 

Canongoes 

Extraordinary 

Commissionera in Behar and Cuttack . 

Board of Revenue 

Miacellaneoua 


Charge on account Syer 
Ditto .. Abkaree 


Charges Collection 
Tehsildaree 
Zemindaree 
Canongoes 

CommittM of Records 
Extraordinary . . 
Boards of Revenue 
I Miscellaneous 


j Charge on Account Syer 

i f 

I .. Ditto .. Abkaree .. 


7,91,110 1,11,778 

a6,oo6 53,903 

61,781 4,438 

86,720 35,630 

*»io.933 »3.87» 

2.07.550 

3,56,104 > 

1.02,929 — 


67.892 
95.876 
21,287 
>.50, .350 
6,28,878 
3,33,380 


3,08,609 

5*47 

4-68 

4,375 

10-48 

1 

5 :n 8 

18,288 

14*10 

8-29 

>.37,330 

84,756 



37.9*6 

3,693 

55,804 



9.051 



3,28,560 

7*05 

6*58 

Nil. , 

6*66 


1 

33,465 

11* 

1 

8- 

t 


(Errors excepted) 


JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. of Indian Accts. 
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ACCOUNTS. 

NoTi. 


48 APPENDIX To the THIEib OF Tfee 

Appendix— 

(No. 2,)— An Account of the Amount of the IjAND Reyenub and Sayer and Abkari^ 
with the Charges and the Rate of CoHection, upon the principle 


1809-10 


1819-ao 


LAND REVENUES. 

Ceded 

PkoWnoee. 

Conquered 

Promces. 

Revenues Current * 

i . 40 ,« 7^96 

90,83,338 

Balances 

14,38,854 

10,70,981 

Not in Jumma 

41,503 

1,00,941 

Miscellaneous 

46,704 

3,17,583 


i> 55 f 54>657 

1,04,74,843 

Syer Duties 

48,380 

3,80,899 

Abkaree ditto 


>,38,657 

Revenues Current 

1,83,33,863 

i , 14 , 5»,«87 

Balances 

7 i 33,104 

6,31,800 

Not in Jununa 

1,84,081 

>, 37,>»4 

Miscellaneous 

1,31,316 

65,738 


1,93,61,364 

1,33,76,009 



SELECT COMMITTEE! of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 49 


—No. W-ri-continuetL 

Duties in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces under the Bengal Government, together 
adopted in the Account No. 1 ; so far as the same can be made out. 


REVENUE CHARGES. 

Ceded 

Provinces. 

1 

Conquered . 
Provinces. 

RATE PER CENT. 

Ceded 

Provinces. 

i Conquered 
j Provinces. 

Charges Collection . . 

1 2,26,323 

2,50,319 



Tehsildaree . . 

t 

4 . 97 .ao 5 

4,25,079 



Canongoes . . 

1 

73.49a 

38,ao4' 



Zemindaree . . 

32,728 

1 8,660 



Extraordinary 

48,229 

58,974 



Board of Commissioners . . 

1,27,028 

1,27,028 



Miscellaneous 

391840 

2 . 54,347 




10,44,845 

11,72,611 

6 *72 

1 1 *20 

Charge on Account Syer . . 

1,329 

= 7.733 

3 -75 

9-87 

— Ditto . • Abkarce 

39,949 

11,139 

6 .70 

8 » 

Charges Collection . . 

3,41,581 

1 

3,17.906 



Tehsildaree . . . . . . ' 

5,32,200 

3.47.360 



Zemindaree.. 

91,415 

34.754 



Canongoes • . 

91,971 

44.935 



Extraordinary 

1,80,163 

76,010 



Board of Commissioners (J) 

1,43,386 

1.43,386 



Delhi Commissioners 

— 

1,16,733 



Miscellaneous 

48,381 

48,341 




14, 39.057 

10,19,314 

7 ‘43 

8 -30 


(conHnueJ^ 


1 . 

REVENUE 

ACCOUNTS. 

No. 11. 


H 



1 . 

KKVK^UE 

ACCOUNTS. 

No. 11 . 


50 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


Appendix-^ 


The preceding Account— continued. 



land revenues. 

Cedfd 

RroTincet. 

Conquered 

Provinces. 

i8i9-flo\ .. 

continued ) 

Syer Duties 

89,812 

7,14,498 


Abkaree ditto 

5.84,679 

1,54,911 

i8s8-39 . . 

Revenues Current 

1,26,12,876 

1,58,79,898 


Balances 

3,90.807 

9,16,868 


Not in Jumma 

>, 44 , 7 »« 

4*71,730 


Miscellaneous 

76,857 

84,771 

< 






i, 3 a, 94 , 65 a 

1,73,53,967 


Sayer Duties 

81,698 

78,711 


Abkaree ditto 

7,76,9*8 

3,48,855 


East-lndia Houm^ 
i8 October 1831. 
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The preceding Account — continued. 



REVENUE CHARGES. 

Ceded 

Provinces. 

Conquered 

Provinces. 

RATE PER CSKT. 


Ceded 

Provinces. 

Conquered 

Provinces. 


Charge on Account Sycr . . 


58,967 

12 *86 

8-25 


— Ditto Abkaree 

55»ioo 

14,6^2 

9*42 

9-48 


Charges Collection • . 

3 . 52..‘)43 

5,67,380 




Tchsildaree . . 

4.32,141 

5,85.37a 




Canongoes . . 

69,680 

7>,593 




Zemindarec . • 

82,098 

39»774 




Committee of Records 

16,401 

12,490 




Extraordinary 

1,60,322 

2,41,023 




Members Western Board . . 

2,04,976 

68,002 




Miscellaneous 

i» 50,335 

2,04,725 





14,68,296 

» 7 , 9 o ,359 

11 *10 

10 *32 


Charge on Account Syer . . 

12,831 

*1,27,376 

15-70 



— Ditto Abkaree , . | 

69>143 

37,017 

8*90 

i 

10 *61 


• The lai^e Expenditure incurred in this year, on account Canals, occasioned a considerable Chaise in excess of 
the Sayer Receipts in the Conquered Provinces. 


1 . 

ItEVEM^r. 

ACCOUNTS. 

No. 11 . 


(Errors excepted) 


JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. of Ind. Acets. 
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REVENUE 

ACCOUNTS. 


FIRST APPENDIX to this THIRD REPORT of the 

Appendix — 

An Account of the Amount of the Land Revenue^ Sayer and Abkaree Duties^ 
the same ; distinfifuishinof each Head of Revenue, and specifvingr the various Items of 
1810 , 1820 , and 1830 . 



1 REVENUES. 


Current 

Revenue. 

Arrears 

of 

Revenue. 

Moturpha. 

Abkarry. 

Farms 

and 

Licenses* 

TOTAL 

REVENUES. 


Page. 

PitgB* 

Paga. 

F&ga> 

Pags. 

Pags. 

1790 . . 

12 , 74.477 

2.99,625 

— 

— 

2,60,917 

18,35,019 

1800 . . 

15.58,812 

5,58,788 

— 

— 

1.16,859 

22 , 34,459 

1810 .. 

16,89,562 

5,01,410 

- 

— 

1.69,740 

23,00,712 

1820 . . 

19,84,857 

2 , 35,024 

— 

2,21,756 

35.576 

24,77.213 

1830 .. 

19,67,513 

1,82,184 

8,749 

1,92,456 

37,741 

23,88,643 



CHARGES COLLECTING MOTURPHA. 

CHARGES COLLECT- 


Commisuon 

to 

Collectors 
and Assistants. 

Native 

Establishment. 

TOTAL. 

Rate 
per Cent, 
of 

Charge. 

Commission 

to 

CoHeetom 
and Assistants. 

Native 

Establishment 


Fkgs. 

Pkgs. 

Fags. 

Fags. 

Fags. 

Fags. 

1790 .. 

— 

not Stated 

not stated 

— 

— 

not Stated 

1800 . . 

— 

ditto 

ditto 

— 

— 

ditto 

1810 .. 

— 

ditto 

ditto 

— 

— 

ditto 

1820 .. 

— 

ditto 

ditto 

— 

3,378 

16,159 

1830 .. 

568 

1 

. If 8 l 2 

2,380 

27*234 

2,662 

6,914 


East-India House, (Errors excepted) 

i8 October 1831. 



SELECT COMMITTEE op ihje HOUSE OP COMMONS. S3 
—No. IS. 

collected in the ancient possessions of Madras, together with the Charges of Collecting 
Charge of Collection, as far as the same can be made out, for the Years 1790, 1800, 



CHARGES COLLECTION OF LAND REVENUES. 

1 


1 

j Salary 

of 

Collectors 

1 and Assistants. 

Commission 

to 

Collectors 
and Assistants. 

Native 

Establishment 

Contingent 

Charges. 

TOTAL. 

1 Rate 

per Cent. 

1 of 

1 Charge. 

I ' 

j PUff. 

Page. 

P«gs. 

Tags. 

Pags. 

j Pags. 



' 1 , 31 . 6.35 

72,505 

— 

— 

2,04,140 

' 11,125 

.. 1790 


j 34.760 

52,833 

1,16,356 

1,12,222 

3,16,161 

1 

i 14,149 

.. 1800 


[ 31,300 

13,884 

34,287 

7,173 

86,644 

3,766 

.. 1810 


51.737 

8,691 

59,715 

21,570 

1,41,713 

6,384 

.. 1820 


41,990 

1 

I 3,577 

1 

90,379 

14,380 

1,50,336 

6,988 

.. 1830 




-ING ABKARRY. 

CHARGES COLLECTING 

FARMS AND LICENSES, j 

1 


TOTAL. 

Rate 
per Cent, 
of 

Cliai^gc. 

Commission 

to 

Collectors 
and Assistants. 

Native 

Establishment 

TOTAL. 

Rate 

per Cent, 
of 

Charge. 

— 


F«g«. 

not stated 

Pags. 

r»gii. 

not stated 

Page. 

not stated 

Pags. 

.. 1790 


ditto 

— 

— 

ditto 

ditto 

— 

.. 1800 


ditto 

— 

— 

ditto 

ditto 

— 

.. 1810 


19.537 

8,810 

47 

3,777 

3,824 

10,749 

.. 1830 

tmmm 

9,466 

4,918 

28 

400 

428 

1,134 

•. 1830 


I. 

KliVBMUb 

ACCOUNTS. 

No. U. 


JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. of India Accts. 
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1 . 

HKVEM'K ■ 

ACCOUNTS. AppeOulX— 

Xo, 13 . An Account of the Amount of the Land Revknue, Saver and Abkaree Duties 
Charjfcs of Collectinij the same; distinguishing; each Head of Revenue, and specifying 

theYearslZOO, 1800 , 1810 , 


REVENUES. 



Current 

Revenue. 

Arrears 

1 of 

' Revenue. 

Moturplia. 

1 

Abkarry. 

Farms 

and 

Licenses. 

1 

TOTAL ! 
Revenues. 


PSg8‘ 

p»g«. 

1 

Pngs. 

Pngs. 

Ftp- 

Pags. 

1790 .. 

No Ceded < 

or Conquerei 

i Posscssioi 

[18 this year 

— 

— 

1800 : 







Ceded and Conquered 

14,87,902 

1,26,920 

— 

— 

22,073 

*6,36,895 

Tanjorc 

5 i 38 .» 9 > 

7*, 738 

— 

— 

— 

6,09,569 

1810 : 







Ceded and Conquered 

86,14,347 

86,808 

— 

1 

*,62,767 

j 28,63,922 

Tanjore 

9,39,269 

*,08,727 

— 


16,326 

10,64,322 1 

Carnatic 

25,45,339 

3,98,48* 

— 

— 

84,955 

30,97,775 ; 

Countries ceded by 1 
the Nizam .. J 

*4,94,078 

4,548 

— 


71,600 

j 

15,70,226 : 

1820 : 







Ceded and Conquered 

21,46,858 

*,43,461 

— 

48,925 

26,623 

23,6.5,167 

Tanjore 

7.89,784 

33.368 

— 

8,561 

7,926 

8,39,639 

Carnatic 

26,47,350 

2,63,152 

— 

68,273 

28,529 

30,07,304 

Countries ceded by 1 
the Nizam . . j 

15,37.266 

44,984 

— 

93,355 

1 

5,825 

*6,81430 

1830 : 







Ceded and Conquered 

20,24,278 

5 *. 554 

83 » 9 a 9 

; 64,263 

25.274 

22,49,298 j 

Tanjore 

8,21,515 

*,38,578 

5,338 

' 19,014 

5 , 79 * 

9,83,236 1 

Carnatic 

25,57,662 

2,16,549 

56,546 

93 , 4*9 

7 . 1*7 

29,31,293 ' 

Countries ceded by 1 
the Nizam ..j 

1 *,16,433 

1 

*6,175 

i» 33,935 

96,030 

i 

10,666 

i 

13,63,229 1 
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1 . 

REVEM E 
VCCOUNTS. 


—No. 13. 

collected in the Ceded and Conquered Possessions of Madras; together with the 
the various Items of Charge of Collection^ as far as the same can be made out; for 
1820 and 1830. 




CHARGES 

COLLECTION OF LAND 

REVENUES. 


Salary of Collec- 
tors and 
Assistants. 

Commission 

to 

Collectors 
and Assistants 

Native 

Establishment. 

Contingent 

Charges. 

TOTAL. 

Kate per Cent* 
of 

Charge. 


Pags. 

P^. 

Fngs. 

Pags. 

Pags. 

Pags. 


31 , 

031 

1,98,194 

- 

2,29,335 

14 


11, 

555 

*5,365 

18,807 

55 , 6*7 

9,124 


36,716 

6,103 

1,07,855 

35,344 

1,86,018 

6,495 


9,870 

7, .84 

*9,965 

8,836 

49,955 

4,694 


44,443 

8,071 

i,* 3,*83 

11,310 

1,88,907 

6,839 


13,900 

6,903 

86,681 

7,583 

1,14.1*7 

7,368 


41,823 

3,494 

1,34,906 

18,646 

1,88,869 

8,076 f 


10,065 

— 

32,157 

1,308 

143,530 

5,184 


56,485 

1,104 

1,00,135 

1 1,884 

1,69,598 

5,770 


30,135 

565 

78,178 

4,922 j 

98,868 

5,880 


63,630 

3,068 

1,77,930 

37,790 

8,83,41 8 

13,605 


17,900 

i,4®4 

47,740 

*3,488 

90,615 

9,216 


86,396 

810 

3,10,404 

13,988 

3,11,498 

11,338 


33|354 

393 

90»124 

13,988 

1,36,658 

11,953 







J 


So. 13. 


coniinu^d an next page. 
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IS— continued. 

The preceding Account — continued. 



CHAHOES COLLECTING FARMS AND LICENSES. 

— 

Commission 

to 

Collectors 
and Assistants. 

Native 

Establishment. 

TOTAL. 

Rate 

per Cent, of 
Charge. 


p«««. 

PI*.. 

Fsgs. 

Pw- 



No Ceded or C 

lonquered Possessions this Year. 

— 

> 790 . 






1800 : 


— 

not stated 

— 

Ceded and Conquered. 


— 

ditto 

— 

Tanjore. 






1810 ; 


— 

dit 

to 

— 

Ceded and Conqueied. 


— 

ditto 

— 

Tanjore. 


— 

ditto 

— 

Carnatic. 


— 

dit 

to 

— 

r Countries ceded hy the 
1 Nizam. 






1820 : 


i8 

9,851 

9,869 

10*776 

Ceded and Conquered. 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Tanjore. 


— 

— 


— 

Carnatic. 






r Countries ceded by the 






1 Nizam. 






1830: 


— 

8,905 

8,905 

39 *464 

Ceded and Conquered. 


— 

— 


— 

Tanjore. 


— 

128 


1798 

Carnatic. 






r Countries ceded by the 






\ Nizam. 


RBVBHUB 

ACCOUNTS. 

tiZTd. 


JAMES C. MELVILL^ 

Aud. of India Accts. 


I 



I. 

Kwrfunw 

AWOmiTS. 

No. 14. 


& ' FIRST APPENDIX TO THB^ THfRSrSHEPdRT or THE 


Appendix, No. 14. 

An Account of the Amount of the Land Revenue^ Sayer and Abkaree Duties, collected in the 
Ancient Possessions of Bombay, together with the Charges of Collecting the same ; distinguishing 
each Head of Revenue, and specifying the various Items of Charge of Collection, as far as the same 
can be made out; for the Years 1789-90, 1799-1800, 1809-10, 1819-20 and 1829-30. 



REVENUES. 

CHARGES. 

1 

Rate 
per Cent. 


Land 

Revenue. 

Sayer 

and Abkaree. 

TOTAL. 

Salaries of | 
Collectors and 
Assistants, j 

Salaries of | 
Establish- 
ment!. 1 

Contingencies. 

i 

TOTAL. 


Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

■ Rupees. 




> 1 


V 

1 




1789-90 

®> 54 » 74 ® 

i 

6,54,746 


75,704 


75.704 

11 ’Sti 

1799-^800 . . 

2,70,465 

3,64,071 

6,34.536 

— 

89,864 

— 

89,864 

14*16 

1809-10 

3 j 98 j 853 

7 * 88,439 

11,65,292 

1 

1 1,59,638 

1 

— 

1,59,638 

13 '7 

1819-20 . . 

3,07,043 

6,68,700 

9 . 75,743 


3,15,929 

— 

2,15,999 

22 *13 

1829-30 , . 

14,28,249 

4 .» 4,544 

18,49,793 

58,784 

1 , 26,967 

63,646 

3,49,387 

13*53 


. — Jhe Charges of collecting the Sayer, &c. merge in those of collecting the Land Revenue ; the various 

Items ot which are^not shown in the Accounts received irom Bombay from 1789-90 to 1819 - 20 . 

The apparent difference between the Amount of Revenue derived from the Ancient Possessions in 1819 -au 
*5^ *J^*^^* if l^y Revenues of Surat being stated in the former year partly under the heads 

m Ceded and Conquered, and partly as Ancient Possessions ; whilst in the latter year no separation is made in 
the Accounts sent home; the whole Amount therefore for 1829-30 is stated under Ancient Possessions in the 
above Account,' which necessarily affects tlie comparative view, and occasions an apparent discrepance in the 
Rates of Charges of Collection. t'l' 


(Errors excepted) 

East-India Hoi^ , JAMES C. MELVILL, 

18 th October 1831 . ^ Aud. of India Acets. 
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Appendix, No. 16. 


SUSPENSION OF THE COMPANY'S TRADE, 


EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, the 6th January 1830. 

Part of a Memorial sent by Governor Le to the Emperor, on the 3d of the 1 1th moon, 
(November 28th, 1829.) Copy received January 4tb, 1830. 

Again, the ships of all foreign nations that come to Canton to trade, first anchor 
at Macao and Lintin, from whence they proceed by Bocc^ Tigris to Whampoa, 
where they moor and commence the delivery of their cargo. This is the old usage. 
The languages of these foreigners are not understood by each other, and their man- 
ners are di&rent. There are the Americans, the Indian merchants, the Spaniards 
and the Dutch. Though none of them are perfectly tractable and submissive, still 
these are but a little perverse. But the English foreign merchants are exceedingly 
fierce and unruly. On referring to old records it appears, that in the thirteenth and 
nineteenth years of Kea King, and in the'first year of the present reign, they repeatedly 
made a disturbance, and delayed a long time before they opened their hatches to de- 
liver their cargoes. Of late the Hong merchants have been much embarrassed, and 
frequent failures have taken place. Si the seventh year, Tungtae Hong shut up and 
stopped ; in the eighth year, Folung shut up and stopped, and both Hongs were largely 
indebted to foreigners, who accused them to government, and a decision was 
given according to law to pay In a certain number of years, as has been clearly ' 
reported to your Majesty, and placed on record. These foreigners regard nothing 
but gain ; they were discontented at paying them the principal without interest. Dur- 
ing the spring and summer of this year Tunsang Hong became very largely involved 
in debt to foreigners, who have demanded but not obtained payment. In the sixth 
moon, the English chief Plowden and others, presented at my court an impeach- 
ment against L«w Ching Shoo, the hong merchant of Tunsang Hong, whose native 
place is in Ganhwery, and who had gradually carried off money thither. They 
requested that 1 would send a communication to the government there to bring him 
back, &c. ; after this I did write to that province to take Lew Chiug Shoo, and send 
him to Canton, to be prosecuted according to thp facts of the case. Of the said 
foreign ships there had arrived from the 9tb moon to the 6th day of the 10th moon, 
in all twenty- two sail. One of these* had been dismasted in a gale of wind at sea, and 
went up to Whampoa to refit; all the rest remained outside, anchored in Macao Roads, 
and deferred entering* the port. On the 9th of the 9th moon the said chief Plowden 
and the others sent a petition containing various ^opositions, the style and the mea- 
suring of which were far from perspicuous. The general .purport was, that the* 
Hong merchants having successively shut up and stopped, being involved in debts to 
foreigners, they pretended they wished to adjust and settle matters, and they earn- 
estly requested that hereafter no security merchants should be employed, nor any 
compradors, and that at Canton they might themselves hire warehouses, in which to 
store their foreign goods ; all of which requests are very opposite to the regulations 

heretofore 
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heretofore i^ed, and designed to ptevent natives abd foreigners from connexions 
together. On ten thousand accounts these things should not be granted. But a 
topic mentioned In the petitions that the customary money levied on foreign ships, 
being the same on all, whether the ships were great or small, should be altered, and cnwun ui 

the ships should pay according to their size, seemed worthy of consideration, and Compan^i*lVade. 

some change made to show compassion^ still, as that was a regulation which had 

long been fixed, it was right to wait till the case was reported to the Emperor and Canton Secret 

deliberated on. 1 ordered the two Sye to consult on the whole subject, and distin- Consultations, 

guish between wbat should be granted and what refused, and to report to me. I 
examined into the subject, and decided on the several topics, and issued a procla- 
mation in detail. 1 also commanded the Hong merchants to enjoin my commands 
on the said chief and others, that they might yield implicit obedience to the orders 
of government, and not irregularly indulge sinister selfish expectations. But tlie 
said foreigners still stared about, and deferred entering the port. Again, on the 26th 
day of the 10th moon, they presented a petition, in which they dragged in the former 
propositions, with reiterated whining and insulting disputation. The phraseology 
was not near common sense and reason j I immediately gave them a severe reply and 
injunction. 1 find that of late years it was only in the eighth of Tiion Kwang, that the 
English ships arrived early, and unloaded during the 9th and 10th moons. In the 
fifth, sixth and seventh years, during the 11th aiidl2th moons, they were still arriving in 
succession in Macao Roads; at this time, if after the injunctions they have received, 
they indeed see their error and repent, and during the 11th moon enter the port, it 
will still not be too late to trade, and tranquillity may be preserved as usual; but if, 
because their wishes are not acceded to, they pertinaciously oppose and make difficult 
ties, spreading reports that they do not wish to trade, but will take their goods home 
again, their conduct assumes the appearance of contemptuous resistance, and arises 
from no other than a special design to coerce us, by the circumstance of their pay- 
ing much duty. How can the Celestial Empire endure their cunning craftiness. If 
from tills all intercourse be cut off, and they be disallowed to trade, it is what the 
said foreigners have brought^ upon themselves, and is not treating them with too 
much severity ; when that period arrives I shall report again, and request your Ma- 
jesty's pleasure, that I may act in obedience thereto. As to the said foreign ships an- 
chored at Macao, I from time to time inquire about and examine concerning them, and 
find that they are all quiet, but the foreigners’ disposition is a huge abyss ; it is abso- 
lutely necessary to be prepared against them, I have sent secret orders to the Shuriy 
Sye Te-tuh (or port admiral) to order the several military stations in the neighbour- 
hood of Macao and Sheang Sliean, to have the military in readiness, and without 
exciting any noise or appearance, to have every thing perfectly prepared, lest by 
any possibility the said foreigners should do as they did in the 13th year of Kea King, 
land troops and endeavour to usurp Macao ; if so, I will head the military myself, 
and joining with the admiral, advance upon them by two ways, and exterminate 
them. I consider that this business has arisen about trade and money, and Is not 
very serious or very important ; but as it relates to outside foreigners, and affects 
the honour Qf the country, 1 have thought it right to write with firm composure, 
with Mcret activity and dautlon, and to declare myseif in language just, correct, and 
stern. I have been careful not to show haste and violence, so as to provoke a rup- 
ture, and at the same time was determined not to stoop to foreign feeling, and lose 
great respectfsbUity. I have repeatedly and maturely consulted with Soo theFooyucn, 
ahfi our .opinion's agree. Thus, with profound respect, I have taken the circumstances 
connected with the English foreign ships not entering the port, and the orders issued 
to guard against them, and uniting with Soo the Fo^uen of Canton, do acoording 
to the facts, secretly report them for your sacred Idirfesty^s inspection ; presented 
with profound respect. ' ' 
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The following translation of a document stated io be the Emperor’s reply to the 
Viceroy, has been obtained by Dr. Morrison privately. 

On the 20th of the I2th moon bis Majesty’s commands were received. What Le* 
Rungpin has reported is very right. If the said nation gradually becomes sensible and 
repents, and enters the port, there may be mutual tranquillity and no disturbance ; 
but if they make perverse difficulties because what they desire is not conceded, don^t 
allow them to open their hatches, but expel them with severity. 

As to the saihe due being levied on all the said nation’s ships on entering the port, 
whether great or small, and the r^uest that a difference may be made— -this may be 
done. Let the said Governor deliberate carefully and report. Respect this*. 


January 23d. 


EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, the 25th December 1829. 

To His Excellency the Hoppo of Canton. 

Wr, the President and Select Committee, to whom is entrusted the management 
of all the various interests of the East*India Company, as well as a general superin- 
tendence over all British Trade in China, take leave to present to your Excellency 
our congratulations on your appointment to the important and weighty charge 
which the Emperor has conferred on you. We confidently trust that your Excel- 
lency will examine carefully into the situation of the foreign commerce of Canton, 
which ,it is your province to guard and protect, and which cannot flourish or decay 
without attaching to your Excellency’s name honour and credit with his Majesty in 
the one case, or the heaviest responsibility in the other. We regret that it has become 
an unpleasant, but a paramount duty in us to declare, and to point out clearly to you, 
that the foreigp trade of China, which has for some years been gradually sinking under 
the heavy exactions and injurious treatment of your predecessors, has now been almost 
wholly driven from the port, and that foreign ships which formerly visited Whampoa 
annually in great numbers, now hover about outside the river, where they carry on 
their trade free from the vexatious extortions which drove them to .this alternative. 
These ships belong to all nationsjbut acknowledge the control of none of the authorities, 
either of their own country or of China; and cannot be driven away or forced by any 
power which you can employ, except conciliation and compliance with oUr just and 
reasonable requisitions.’ Even we, the Honourable Compa^iy’s reprosentatiyes, who 
hitherto have lievor suffered those under our orders to deviate from the laws and 
regulations of the port, or in any manner to defraud the revenue, but regularly came 
in, and year after year prohibited smuggling, and assisted gbod government by 
suppressing disturbances, and carrying on a fair and honourable trade : even we; who 
having always acted uprightly and justly, bad a riglit to expect Jiyitice in return, have 
been treated .only with iiyustice and contempt, till we can np’lqqger endure such 
multiplied grievanom, and have been forced to remain beyond their reach. We have 
at this moment twenty large ships, and two of smaller class, anchored In different 
places, wherever we ple^^ among the islands outside; other ships, moreover, 
belonging to ns; will soon arrive. Those now here contain property to the. value 
of many millions of tales, upon which the imperial duties woujq amount to many tens 
of thousands of .tales. Th^ are managed and defended by several thousand offloers 
and seamen, whose hearts and han& are guided by our wishes, and restndned by 
our power. It is evident some very weighty and serious grievance must'have (breed 

us 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. jS5 

us to the ado|Kion of such a resolution as giving up a trade in which so many men II 

add so much property is engaged, till it can be resumed upon a more secure and thade. 

honourable basis. Complaints do not emanate from us alone. Scarcely any Interest 

in China, hardly one foreign nation, but has sent again and again petitions on the Suspension of 
subject to his Excellency the Viceroy while occupying your vacant seat. It is noto- Company's Trade, 
rious to every thinking mind that the old system is worn out ; even the Viceroy has — 
declared it in a public document to be sickened and debased," and has expressed Canton Secret 

his anxiety to repair it in some particulars ; but though he has issued repeated edicts Consultations, 

and given reiterated orders, no one attends to them, nothing is accomplished, and we 
have shown him clearly for what reusons. It would be an useless multiplying of 
words to go over again all the topics we have urged, and the arrangements we have 
adduced : they are all in the possession of the Viceroy and the Hong merchants. 

Our exposition of the evil has been clear, our demands just and reasonable; but they 
have not been conceded. Now, therefore, we are compelled to state to your Excel- 
lency respectfully, but hrnily and distinctly, that the trade confided to your care must 
be placed upon a better footing, our reasonable representations attended to, and our 
demands granted, or it will never return to the usual and legal channel through which 
it has for many years flowed for the benefit of this country, to the very great advantage 
of the imperial revenue, and the credit and honour of the oflice which you now fill. 

As one part of your Excellency’s duty is to collect and remit to his Majesty the revenue 
arising from this source, to you must the responsibility attacli of the almost total and 
entire failure which has now occurred, unless you can devise some means of restoring 
it. It is in vain to expect that sootliing proclamations alone will restore the trade, 
and with it the Imperial revenue: more vain still to hope that angry words and hi^h* 
sounding threats can frigliten us, or force us to compliance with regulations which 
have been tolerated and groaned under till they can be borne no longer ; and a further 
perseverance in which may drive us to extremities, which we are most anxious to 
avoid. Some points whicli are of most pressing moment, indeed most essentially 
necessary to be granted, we shortly enumerate. 

1. A great addition must be made In the number of mandarin merchants, or we 
must be allowed to trade freely with whom we please. New men will not ofier to 
join the Hong, unless they have assurance that they may^ retire at their pleasure. 

They will not offer so long' as they are forced to secure ships, tliereby answering for 
the conduct of people whom they cannot control, and being in consequence exposed 
to the extortions and indignities of the government officers in the Hoppo department. 

New men will not come ma when they are forced to succeed to a loail of previously 
contracted debts and duties^ therefore, 

2. The arrears of debts to foreigners must be immediately paid up, and the duties 
arranged for, satisfactorily to the public. lo aid of this regulation we propose, 

3. That Liew-Shing-Shoo must immediately be brought back, and be forced to pay 
off* his debts : if his debts are thrown on the others they will break also, and the case 
be worse. 

4. The new Hongs, as also the old, must henceforth be responsible only for their 
own debts ; not for those of any other Hongs. All duties being levied in a few days, 
as now decided, there can be no accumulation from one Hong failing, which will 
ruin the others. 

5. Foreigners must be allowed to rent warehouses, and have secure places in 
which their goods may be stowed, as they cannot trust their property in the hands of 
merchAnts, some of whom have shown themselves capable of absolute theft. 

6. The amount of port charges must be generally and greatly reduced, and it must 
be proportioned to the size of the ships. The amount paid for measurage alone Is 

K enough 
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enough, and more than enough. The enter-port fee or present must be wholly 
discontinued. If this is not done, ships, both large and email, will hover about the 
coast, and, besides smuggling, create disturbances. 

These propositions must all be granted together, not one picked out and conceded, 
• while the others are refused. They are so connected one with the*other, that their 
force and value depend upon their union. By preserving them entire these difficul- 
ties under which the trade suffers may be overcome ; by severing and dividing them, 
little or nothing can be attained. 

We hove tiius long deferred addressing your Excellency, in the hope that so soon as 
you had examined into the state of the commerce confided to your care, vou would 
have taken such measures as can alone raise it from the abyss of ruin into wnich it has 
Alien. If nothing effectual be done, if our representations do not meet the attention 
they evidently deserve and imperatively call for, we shall immediately lay our complaints 
before his Majesty the Emperor of China. We have abundant means in our 
power to make our case known at Pekin ; we shall at once commence our prepara- 
tions! We cannot but rely with confidence that the high authority to which we 
appeal will not suffer us to be further oppressed by the provincial officers, will not 
calmly submit to the loss of the large revenue derived from our trade ; nor will the 
conduct and management of those officers be shielded from a strict and rigorous 
investigation. 

Our address to liis Majesty must detail the causes which have brought destruction 
to the trade, and conse^ent ruin to the revenue. The extortions and grievous exactions 
of the government officers of the Canton province will be placed first and foremost 
amongst these. The refusal of the Viceroy to receive our petitions, thereby shutting 
against us the gate of justice, will follow. Then we shall show that the host of ships 
which are driven from the port hy the causes before enumerated cannot be driven 
from the coast, but remain, in defiance of the government, and trading through the 
connivance of its officers, an emblem at once of their weakness and their venality. 
We shall show to his Majesty that his revenue, in lieu of being carried to the imperial 
treasury, goes, and for years past has gone, to the enrichment of the local officers, 
who have fattened upon the ruin of a trade it is their duty to protect. We shall show 
how this mismanagement will throw out of their daily food thousands and tens ot 
thousands of Chinese people, who live only by means of the trade which is now in 
danger of being lost ; and we shall exhibit the reasons whv bis Majesty’s order to 
make more Hong merchants has not, and will not, be complied with. Other topics 
we shall add if occasion require their mention. We sliall now give your Excellency a 
fair opportunity of rendering this course, on our part, unnecessary ; but we shall by 
no means desist, in the interim, from making those preparations, which wc feel 
confident will ensure our complaints and grievances reaching the Imperial Tlirone, 
and bringing to a just retribution those whom we are most anxious to treat witii that 
deference which their elevated statio;^ demands. With the greatest respect we lay 
this statement before your Excellency, and remain, &c. &c. 

• (Signed for the President and Select Committee.) 

Macao, 24th December, Ifl29. 


extract 
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EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, 6th January 1830. 

Hoppo Chung’s reply, dated 12m. lOd. Received 6th January 1830. 

Chuno, Commissioner of Duties, &c. to the Hong merchants, &c. ; the El-q — • • t 

chief PJowden and others have presented a petition, saying. Company s Trade. 

[Here follows a copy of the Committee’s document.] CantorTsecret 

This coming before me, the Hoppo, I give according to the facts, the following Consultations, 
official reply. The said ehief and others some time ago repaired to the Governor’s, 
and suggested certain commercial regulations, which the Sze officers were directed 
to deliberate about, and distinguish whut should be granted and what refused. The 
Governor then ordered the Hong merchants to communicate the commands of govern* 
ment to the said foreigners, that they might obey accordingly. This is on record. 

Now the said chief, and others, have stated various topics, on carefully examining 
which, they appear the same as the Governor directed the Sze to deliberate about, 
and say whut should be granted and what refused. Amoi^ these there were some 
that it was proper to report to Court, and request the imperial pleasure. The Hong 
merchants and custom-houses have already been instructed concerning these affairs, 
and ordered to obey. 1 have met with the Governor, and with all our hearts con- 
sulted and fixed on the regulations, in the full hope of continuing commercial inter- 
course with remote foreigners, and stooping to exercise liberality and compassion. 

The said chief, and others, ought in reason to trade us usual, and quietly wait for the 
management of government. How can they obstinately persist in their former 
consultations, and again, and afourth time state them. The Celestial Empire’s harvests 
are abundant, and her wealth vast ; the national treasury is quite full, and does not 
originally depend on the paltry cargoes of the foreign ships of various nations to 
supply revenue. But as they have already from remote parts passed over our immense 
ocean, and come to Canton to trade, 1, the Hoppo, will not fail to extend largely to them 
the imperial benevolence, and stoop and condescend to exercise compassion : but if 
they desire to change old regulations, scheming after their own convenience and 
sinister purposes, it will decidedly be impossible to allow them to have the control, 
inducing irregular, fallacious, and wild expectations. Just as the said chief and others 
say, that they have at Canton twenty ships and more, all outside the port, &;c. This 
year the Company’s ships in the seventh moon arrived at Macao, and up to the present 
time, a space of four months, have lingered about at sea, deferring to enter the port. 

The Governor has repeatedly issued pressing and perspicuous commands, but the 
said foreigners still retain the same mind, and gaze about with expectation, willingly 
exposing themselves to alarms from the winds and waves. From which it may be 
seen, that it is by no means the case, that the Celestial Empire does not extend to 
them tender treatment, but really it appears the said foreigners themselves do not 
consider trade of importance, but vainly protract the time. Concerning all the topics 
suggested in the said chiers petition, it is right still to obey the regulations deliberated 
and settled by the Size officers, at the command of the Governor, and in every case 
act upon them. Whilst 1 accommodate myself to the feelings of foreigners, 1 will 
examine carefully, should the said foreign ships go to Whampoa to trade, decidedly 
will not induce the Hong merchants and custom-houses to confuse in the least degree 
the newly-fixed regulations. There is no use in the said chief and others making 
many representations and entreaties. Besides giving publicly this official reply, 1 
command the Hong merchants to communicate these orders to the said chief, Ac. that 
they may act in obedience thereto. Oppose not. A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 9th Year, i2th Moon, lOtb Day, ) 

(4th January 1^0.) 
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EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultationa^ 11th January 183(X 
To His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of China : 

Wb, the President and Select Committee, appointed by authority to conduct the 
aflfairs of the English nation in China, approach with reverence to lay before your 
Imperial Majesty a statement of wrongs and grievances under which we suffer, trom 
the harsh and unjust treatment of the officers of the Canton government. 

Should we appear deficient in that respectful and becoming style of address which 
custom prescribes in laying our petitions at the feet of your Majesty, we trust that 
the fault will be attributed to the limited knowledge which our secluded situation 
induces, not to any, even the slightest deficiency in that respect most due to a sovereign 
of so much power and dignity, but more particularly to one so renowned for the 
justice and benevolence which mark his rule. 

We are subjects of a mighty King, who governs a great and powerful nation, in 
peace and amity with all the countri^ of the earth; a Prince whose parent has endear 
voured to cultivate friendly relations with your Imperial Grandfather, by embassies, 
bearing letters and presents. Our King holds in much regard the commercial pros- 
perity of his own territories and of China. We resort to this country solely for 
purposes of trade ; we have no other objects ; we bring from divers and remote 
countries the products peculiar to each, which we exchange for those grown in the 
dominions of your Imperial Majesty ; from this interchange both parties derive mutual 
benefit. When either ceases to reap advantage, the other likewise suffers ; trade conse- 
quently withers, and there is danger of its entire failure. For a long series of years this 
commerce has been continued, it has annually produced a large amount of duties for 
supply of the imperial treasury; it has sometimes been thriving, and at others 
occasionally suffered under the maladministration of provincial officers. 

We have always serlulously refrained from any illegal traffic, and have prevented 
such by our orders. We revere the laws of the empire, and give every aid to the 
collection from our ships of the imperial revenue ; this the government officers arc 
fully aware of. 

Intercourse between ourselves and the natives has been restricted to a few mandarin 
merchants; these have gradually been diminished in number, till they have become 
too few, and too poor to conduct the extensive concerns of the whole foreign trade. 
The reduction in number, and the poverty of these men, has arisen from the extortions 
of the officers entrusted with the government of the province of Canton; the exorbitant 
demands of these officers are not restrained by reason ; they are too far removed from 
conn to fear the examination of superiors ; their own rapacity has become their only 
guide. The mandarin merchants, few in number and terrified into compliance, 
readily pay all that is required; then by their contrivances under some guise, the 
burthen falls upon the foreign merchant. By such means our property is consumed, 
our trade is reduced, and our situation rendered so grievous, that we seriously appre- 
hend the entire extinction of all commercial intercourse. The real imperial duties we 
do not complain of, we pay them cheerfully, and have never considered it a hardship 
to do so ; but^ the capricious and arbitrary exactions of the government officers we 
cannot bear without complaint. They entail certain ruin on all within their influence. 
We had to thank your Imperial Majesty for issuing a command that more merchants 
should be added to the remaining few ; many months have elasped since this order was 
received, and no new merchant has been declared ; men will not join the Hong in 
the certainty of being exposed to so many exactions. 

We have on many occasions represented all the circumstances to the Viceroy, he 
has acknowledged that the old system has htcomt^* skkened and debased^^' hvix has 
disregarded any means of improvement we suggested. He has now shut the door of 

justice 
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justice against us^ has forbidden our sending in more petitions, and has threatened to 
throw them back upon us. Could we have obtained redress from the local officers, 
we should not have resorted to the present course; but justice is denied to us here, we 
have no alternative but to lay this statement at the feet of your Imperial Majesty. 

The extortions of which we complain have gradually driven from the port many 
ships of all nations, who remain outside the river, and by connivance of the local 
officers carry on an illicit trade, greatly adding to their wealth by means of clandestine 
fees, but injurious to the imperial revenue, to the extent of the whole legal duty. The 
situations in which these officers are placed for the protection of commerce they turn 
to its destruction, and compass only their own advantage. 

I'he mandarin merchants, who have been driven to bankruptcy by the causes before 
enumerated, are still indebted to foreigners in a very large amount. As these 
merchants were reduced to ruin in a great measure by the government officers, to 
the government must foreigners look for payment. The debts of bankrupt merchants 
the others have been ordered to discharge, but many of these have become ruined in 
succession, till there are three men only remaining who are not reduced to almost abso- 
lute indigence ; even these will be unable to pay tlie arrears of duties and the extortions 
of mandarins also. 

Among other difficulties attendant upon the foreign commerce of Canton, is a large 
amount demanded equally from all ships whether large or small, and bearing the name 
of “ Present *’ or “ Entevport Present " money. This is in addition to the legal charge 
for measurage. As it is not reasonable that large and small ships should pay the same, 
and as this charge from diminished profits has become too heavy to be easily borne, 
we entreat the consideration of your Imperial Majesty to order the entire remission 
of this Present,’* and thereby retrieve the suffering commerce. Thus the revenue 
will be rather increased than diminished by the additional number of ships which will 
come in. 

The difficulties we^ have now enumerated, and many more too minute to detail, but 
most grievous in their effect, have obliged us this season to continue outside the port, 
where the whole of our immense fleets have remained beyond the influence of this 
government for many months, during which time we have in vain sought to obtain 
justice from the Viceroy. To whom then can we apply, but to your Imperial Majesty, 
the fountain of justice ? To you we look with confidence that our appeal will not be 
made in vain, and we trust that the valuable and extensive trade which has for so 
many years flourished to the mutual benefit of two rich and powerful countries, will 
not be sacrificed to the temporary enrichment of a few government officers, but that 
it will be raised again to a firm and healthy state, and remain a lasting evidence of the 
justice, the sound policy, and the paternal regard of the august and renowned monarch 
under whose dominion it is our good fortune to be placed. 

With the highest veneration and respect, we lay this petition before your Imperial 
Majesty. 

(Signecl) By the President and Select Committee. 

Macao, 11th January 1830. 
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Address to the Viceroy and Hoppo of Canton. 

To be inclosed in a separate letter to each of them, with a sealed copy of our address 
to the Emperor, iii the same envelope. 

VVk, the President and Select Committee, lay this statement before your Excellency. 

As our frequent and urgent remonstrances to the high authorities of the Canton 
province have produced no effectual remedy for the evils which have been admitted to 
exist, and which must speedily bring ruin on the foreign trade of the empire, we are 
driven to the alternative of detailing our grievances to his Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of China, in the accompanying petition, which we now beg your Excellency to forward 
to the Court of Pekin. Several other addresses will also be prepared, and these we 
shall shortly send by other modes of conveyance fully within our power. 

As commerce is valuable only when conducted on just and liberal principles, and as 
justice has been denied to us, we determine to remove our ships from China. So soon 
as they can be made ready for sea, we shall give orders to them to take up their anchors 
and sail away. Not only do we order away the ships of the Company from the port, 
from this day all ships belonging to our nation, from wherever they may come, will 
be excluded. 


We shall without delay transmit a full statement of all the circumstances to our 
superiors in England, and to the highest authorities of British India, and it will remain 
for them to demand the adjustment of the claims of British subjects on the mandarin 
merchants, and for which the provincial government is responsible, as well as to apply 
for the large property of the East-Ihdia Company still remaining in their charge. 

We have now done our duty; we have left no means untried to obtain justice, but 
have not succeeded. We sincerely wish for the restoration of commercial intercourse, 
but will stoop to no dishonourable compromise. The whole responsibility for what- 
ever consequences must fall, and justly fall on the officers of the Canton government, 
who have driven us to these extremities. 

We take our leave, and are your very humble servants, 

(Signed) By Committee. 

Macao, 1 1th January 1830. 


EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, the 25th January 1830. 

The following Edicts have been received from the Viceroy and Hoppo. 
Governor Le, to the Hong Merchants, dated 20th January 1830. Received Saturday 23d. 

La, Member of the Military Board, &c. to the Hong Merchants: 

On the 24th of the present moon, the English chief Plowden and others presented 
a statement, saying, 

[Here follows the Committee's last letter*] 

These have come before me authenticated ; on this occasion the English chief Plow^ 
den and others, in scn<liiig and presenting a petition under cover, have inclosed a 
sealed memorial, begging me to forward it to the Emperor, but the law contains this 
regulation, Foreign nations having business to suggest, and make requests about, 
must jail send a special envoy, and deliver the same to governors and fooyuens, to com- 
municate 
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inunicatc the same for them.*’ Again, Foreign nations, in one and all of their affairs, 
are disallowed to take upon themselves to report abruptly* by a side-path, their affairs 
in the Imperial presence, &c.** 

The Celestial Empire’s fixed rules are strict and perspicuous ; how dare to confuse or 
overpass them! Therefore, all the outside foreign nations' kings, who respectfully Company’s Trade. 

introrluce memorials, must present them to governors and fooyuens, who must pre- 

viously report to the Emperor, and request to know whether they may he sent into Canton ^Secret 
Court or not, and afterwards obey according to the imperial will : it has never been Consult.'Uions.. 
the case that a nation’s king, or any inferior, would abruptly present to the imperial 
inspection a sealed document. 

The said chief and others are ignorant of the Celestial Empire’s government, and 
therefore, in consideration of this, no deep inquiry is instituted ; but it is ordered that 
the memorial enclosed in the petition be sent to the Hong merchants to return it. 

As to what the said chief and others before stated in several particulars, there were 
some that could be granted, which have been deliberated on and conceded. As that 
Linching Shoo of Sung Shong Hong, who is indebted to foreigners should be recalled ; 

I, the Governor, flew to send a despatch to Ganhway to seize and send him, and last 
month I received the Fooyuen of Ganhwuy’s answer, saying that Linching Shoo’s native 
place was the city Yung, but he harl removed from his native place to the region or 
province ofKeangwing. Again, I, the Governor, sent a flying despatch to the governor 
of the two Koang, that he might order him to be sent on to Canton. 

Again, as to making new Hong merchants : I have strictly prohibited the extorting 
of fees, and there are people who have requested to be made. 

Again, as to Hong merchants’ debts to foreigners, I have already granted, that they 
shoiild, meeting together, make up their accounts and claim payment. Again, as to 
paying duties at the time, I have, after consultation, ordered the Hong mercliants to 
pay with haste, and disallowed going beyond the time appointed. Again, arf to the enter- 
port fee, which has heretofore been levied the same as the regular duties, and sent to 
Court, and not by any moans been received by the officers of the local government, 
which rule has been (obeyed) submitted to for a long time, by all natives, without any 
request being ever made to diminish it. This the said chief and other requested 
should be modified, and levied according to the size of the ship ; and I, the Governor, 
compassionating foreign merchants, immediately reported to the Emperor, and have 
reverently received his Majesty's commands, saying that this may be consulted about 
and altered ; and he hsis directed a cautions (safe) deliberation (consultation) on the 
subject, and a report to him. Thus an old custom that has existed for more than a 
hundred years, will in one morning attain a discrimination and diminution, which will 
really shed on the said chief and others an extraordinary glory and felicity. How 
grateful should they be to the great Emperor, for his profound graciuiisne^s and 
kindness to persons from remote parts. How is it that they are not yet saiisticil ! 

_ As to the former petition, which contained topics, to the {granting' of vvhicii there were 
impediments that could not be overcome; such as not using security merchants, not 
using compradors, themselves hiring warehouses, &c., all of which have already been 
consulted about, and refused ; sincerely, it is because foreign merchants coining to 
Canton, arc not in language understood. It is absolutely necessary to have Hung 
merchants to manage the cargoes, and compradors to procure provi.sionsand necessaries, 
otherwise wrangling altercations with the natives cannot be prevented ; and goods being 
landed and stored with the Hong merchants, all water, fire, thieves and niiaiiticipated 
evils fall on the Hong merchant, to guardagainst which renders unnecessary all anxiety 
on the part of the foreign merchant. Thus acting, when compared with them.selves 
iiring warehouses, who arc the gainers, and who the losers ^ Again, as to what has 
oeen repeatedly presented in petition, to trade with native merchants at pleasure, 
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Since Hong merchants who.«e capitals arc comparatively abundant^ incur debts, how 
ran native (or plebeian) merchants, whose capitals are comparatively slender, be 
trusted 1 in all the topics that have been refused, there has been a profound thought 
and remote anxiety to plan and design, so as to preserve all in entire safety. Former 
official answers have already put the subject in the most intense and luminous point of 
view, tiiere is no use in reiterated official commands. 

But in the petition presented at this time there is the expression, ‘Hhat the said chief 
and others sincerely (Icsire to restore the commerce.*’ Tf the said nation indeed desires 
commerce, the province of Canton has by no means done any thing towards the said 
ships to hinder, or show a want of desire for commerce; and since they have desired it, 
they should, after the reiterated official instructions given by me, clearly have discern- 
ed the principles of the concern, and not again still clung to former talk. Then the 
principles of commerce would not have been lost, and deliberation (or consultation) 
miglit have existed, and all have delighted in accommodating, where things could not 
be changed ; in going on together tranquilly, according to old rules, there is no want 
of desire. 

The sage commands of his Majesty have now been received, purporting, that the 
duties paid by the said natiou's merchantmen, which they self-estimate as an extraor- 
dinary commodity, that they may dwell upon, whilst they are ignorant that the Celestial 
Empire views them really as not of the importance of a fibre or a particle of dust. If 
indeed they gradually become sensible of their error, and repent, and lead their ships 
into the port, then there may be mutual tranquillity and no disturbance, &c. 

In this decision, looking up, may be seen the benevolence of the great Emperor, 
which e(piaU that of Heaven. If men from remote parts are respectful and obedient, 
then tranquillize and induce them to come; but by no means calculate on their petty 
duties. Let the said chief and others value an early knowledge of their condition, and 
awakening to consideration, so as to trade in proper time. Let them not vainly pro- 
crastinate and delay. Beside transcribing this for publication, let an order be issued 
to the Hong merchants to stick this up at the Foreign Factories, for general infor- 
mation, ami take the said foreigners* scaled ilocument and send it back. And at the same 
time enjoin these orders on the said chief and others, for their obedience to the prin- 
ciples contained therein, and not again procrastinate and delay. — Hasten, hasten. A 
Special Edict. 

Take charge of a copy to be hung up publicly, and of a sealed document. 

Taoukwang, 9th year, 12th m. 26th day. 

(20 th January 1830.) 


EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, the 25th January, 1830. 

From the Hoppo, dated January 21st, 1830.— Received on the 23d. 

Chung, by Imperial order, Commissioner of Duties, &c. at the port of Canton, to 
the Hong merchants : 

The English chief Plowden and others have now presented a statement, saying — 
[Here follows a copy of the Committee’s last letter.] 

Beside, they have presented a sealed foreign petition. On these coining before me, 1 
examine into the case, and find that foreign merchants coming to Canton to trade 
with the Celestial Empire, kiiidtie>s is siiowu to those per.soii.s from remote parts, and 
there never wanting towards them cotidesceiision and compassion. On a former 

occasion 
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rccasion the chief and others sent in a representation of affairs, and the Hoppo 
coniiiiaiided them to examine and conform to the regiiiations fixed by the i^overnor. 
I moreover <Ieelared, lliat whilst I accommodated foreign feelings, I woiihl cause a 
strict exaininatiuii« and if the said stiips should go to Whampoa and trade, 1 decidedly 
would not cause the least disorder to be introduced by iloiig merchants and custom 
people, into tlic newly fixed regulations, 8cc. I ordered these commands to be en- 
joitied, and obeyed, as is on record. 

Now the said chief has again presented a foreign petition, rc(|uesting me to forward 
a sealed report of affairs to the Emperor. 

Heretofore the English nation’s King, when sending a letter with tribute, it was 
still neecssary to have a translation of the Chinese accompanying it ere it could he 
forwarded. Vet now the said chief abruptly presents a sealed memorial to the Em- 
peror about commerce : how dare 1 presume to send it for him ? 

To all foreign merchants who come over vast oceans to Canton, in search of gain, 
the great Emperor’s benevolence is erjiiul to that of Heaveu. lie continually com- 
passioiiatc'' and teiulerly treats them. Of late, concerning the duties on foreign ^hi|)s 
entering the port, the goNei nor reported, and rccpiestcd a difference to be made be- 
tween large and small shijis in tlie duties hwied. To this flic Emperor’s commands 
have been recei\e<l, allowing an alteration to be made after consultation anel a report 
lo him. By this it may he seen that the benevolence of this sage dynasty covers ten 
ihou^aful nalions, and exteml> lo the most minute affairs. 1, the Hoppo, in attending 
to tlie levying dutie'*, would look up and imitate the Efiiperor's benevolence. Since 
J alighted’ from my carriage, 1 have made compasMOii and tenderness to foreign mer- 
ebanis my first concern. VVbat occasion for the said chief to cheri'^h suspicions, and 
abruptly uiiiioy with reiterated petitions about these things. 

I’rom the 7tb moon to ibe present time, the said foreign ships have anchored out at 
sea, and dclayefi several months, where they are cxposetl to winds and to waves, and 
a useless waste of provisions. 

J, the Hoppo, on every topic have contrived for them, and deeply compassionate 
them. The said cliief and others have licretofuro understood the great principles of 
ju'-iiee, and have long been pusho<l forward by all the merehunts. On this oeeasion, 
alr(‘r tlie official instructions that have been given in reply, they should immediately 
have ehaiigeil their purpose (or plan) and onlered all the ships to proceeil to Wliam- 
poa, and trade as usual. I, the Hoppo, will adhere to justice, and will assnreilly ina- 
niic'^t twofold clemency and compassion. The said chief ami other^ need not harbour 
many anxieties. 

The foreign sealed petition I order to he returned, and hesiile I form this order to 
tlie Hong niercliants, rc<iniriiig them to take immediately my commands in reply, and 
perspicuously proclaim them to the said chief and others, that they may >iehl iinpheit 
obedience thereto, and as usual carry on the trade. Oppose not. A s[Ieciul edict. A 
.sealed foreign petition is sent bcack herewith. 

Taoukwang, 9lh year, 12th moon, 27ih day. 

(January 21st, 18JK)). 
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EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, dated 15th January 1830. 

(Secret Department.) 

To Captain Hine, Senior Commander, &c. &c. 

Sir : 

We have to request that you will give directions to the commanders of the Ho* 
nourable Company’s ships to assist in the execution of a particular service, which is 
entrusted to the iiianageiueut of Captain Haviside, and to furnish such number of men 
and boats for the same as he may require, with the necessary supply of provisions. 

Your orders to this effect being made general, can be used by Captain Haviside 
discrctionally. 

We are, &c. &c. 

(Signed; By Committee. 

Macao, 15th January, 1830. 


To Captain Thomas Hnviside. 

Sir : 

We have appointed Mr. Jackson to convey a letter which wc have considered it 
necessarv to adaress to the Emperor of China, to the city gates of Canton, there to be 
delivered into the hands of some respectable delegate of the government. 

We have now to request that you will assist Mr. Jackson in the execution of this duty. 
It is our desire that the address to the Emperor be escorted by an honorary guard of 
not less than five commanders, ten officers, and one hundred seamen of the iiotiour* 
able Company’s ships ; and that the command of each twenty seamen be entrusted to 
a commander and two officers, by which arrangement such an effectual control can be 
maintained over the whole as will prevent the liability of any indecorous behaviour. 

We refer you to Mr. Jackson for any further information that you may require 
respecting this service, with full confidence iu your activity and judgment to curry 
our wishes into effect, in concert with that gentleman, by the adoption of measures 
best calculated to ensure their fulfilment. 

A general order has been issued by Captain Hinc to the commanders of the Ho* 
uourable Company’s ships, requesting their co-operation in performing this duty, 
according to the arrangements which may be made by you, as well as the assistance 
of any men or boats that you may require. 

We are, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) By the Committee. 

Macao, 16th January 1830. 


EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, dated 15th January 1830. 

To Captain Whitehead, Commander of Hon. Company’s ship Duke of Sussex. 

Sir : 

1 am directed by the President and Select Committee to inform you, that it is their 
intention to detain the Honourable Company’s ship Duke of Sussex, in China, for the 
service and protection of the Factory, after the despatch of the remainder of the fleet, 
and that the orders which have been issued relative to their preparing to proceed to 
sea, are not to be considered applicable to you. 

The 
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The President and Select Committee wish you to station your ship near the island 
of Liiitin, for the purpose of serving notices upon the commanders of country vessels 
arriving in China, of the suspension of the British trade with this port. Upon the 
appearance of a country ship under the British flag, you will despatch a boat with 
two officers in charge of this notice, which you will direct them to deliver formally to 
the commander of the vessel, in the presence of some of the officers or crew. 1 here- 
with enclose notices and forms of letter to commanders of country ships, the names of 
which must be supplied upon their arrival. 

As soon as all transactions of a commercial nature between the Duke of Sussex and 
Bridgewater have been terminated, you will proceed to carry these orders into ex- 
ecution. 

I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) John Jackson, 

Macao, 15th January 1830. Secretary. 
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EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, 11th January 1830. 

Notice is hereby giveti^ 

That we, the President and Select Committee of Siipracargoes, being duly autho- 
rized by Acts of the British Legislature to superintend all the affairs of the English 
nation in China, do hereby interdict intercourse between merchant vessels trading 
under the British flag, and the port of Canton ; and prohibit all such vessels from pro- 
ceeding in the channel towards the Bocca Tigris beyond the island Lintin. 

We further give warning, that an infraction of this prohibitory notice will render 
the parties so offending liable to the penalties which have been attached by Acts of 
Parliament to disobedience of orders of the Representatives of the English East-India 
Company in China, upon all points connected vrith the trade to the port of Canton. 

(Signed) By Committee. 

Macao, 11th January 1830. 


EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations, dated 16th January 1830. 

To Captain Thomas Haviside, Commander of H. C. S. Windsor. 

• Sir : 

1 am directed by the President and Select Committee to inform you that they have 
selected the H. C. S. Windsor, under your command, as one of the ships which they 
propose to employ in forwarding their representations to the Court of Pekin. For the 
purpose of rendering her vovage more safe and expeditious, you will remove as much 
of her cotton cargo as you shall see fit ; and if you can suggest any other measures, 
the adoption of which may facilitate the ol^cct in view, 1 am instructed to beg that 
you will do so. The commanding officer of the Lowther Castle is desired to receive 
as much cotton as that ship can conveniently stow. 

1 am, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. B. Robinson, 

Macao, 16th January 1830. Acting Secretary. 

A similar letter addressed to Captain Arbuthnot, H. C. S. Hythe. 

L 2 EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT Canton Secret Consultations^ the 25th January 1830. 

To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

We have to thank your Excellency for your letter of the 20th instant^ and for the 
conciliatory language and sentiments whicli it contains. We avail ourselves of an 
early opportunity Xo reply, that wc may not appear in any manner backward in ex- 
hibiting a corresponding wish to bring about the re-establishment of commercial in- 
tercourse, which unfortunately has been so long interrupted. 

We avoid entering upon long details, but proceed briefly to notice a few particulars. 

We have always understood that his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of China sanc- 
tioned and encouraged representations and petitions being forwarded to him from all 
who felt injured and sought for justice, therefore we were the less prepared to expect 
that both your Excellency and the Hoppo would refuse to forward the petitions we 
lately presented. As we possess other means of sending our addresses to Court, wc, 
in the first place, resorted to that mode which appears to us most regular and most 
proper. We much regret that this oue course is now closed to us, and that the others 
only remain to be proceeded in. 

We are willing to repeat our former assurance that ‘‘ we sincerely wish for the 
restoration of commerce.’* Our object of coming to this country is trade alone ; we 
have no other motive. So long as we have been enabled to conduct our business with 
security and regularity we have always done so ; but since the number of merchants 
has become so mucir reduced as to preclude the possibility of continuing a fair and 
liberal traflic, since some of them have been guilty of frauds upon foreigners, which 
the others have not aided us in our endeavours to punish, we could not but feel that 
justice was denied to us ; that commerce was on the brink of ruin, and that the re- 
spectability of the mandarin merchants was seriously compromised. 

Now your Excellency assures us that you have taken active measures to bring hack 
Lew Clung Shoo, and we feel satisfied that by your means he will shortly be brought 
to Canton ; this will afford an evidence to all foreigners that justice may in future be 
looked for from the provincial government. 

Also your Excellency’s assurance that there are people who have requested to be 
made Hong merchants, is most satisfactory ; for this we consider a matter of so much 
importance that it ontweighn many other points. As an extended commerce cannot 
be conducted by the few merchants now remaining, more particularly when they all 
combine under one head to conceal from us the true prices, and consequently to de- 
grade and ruin trade, the absolute necessity of increasing the number of Hongs is 
apparent. The imperial benevolence formerly required tliat there should be at the 
least twelve or thirteen Hongs, and these were all substantial : now there are only 
three or four of any property, and really not more than two who are free from diflS- 
culties. With such a Cohong it would be impossible to conduct even the old amount 
of trade ; but at present, when the number of ships which annually come to the port 
is greatly increased, surely it cannot be managed by any less than the originally con- 
stituted number of merchauts. Though most anxious for a far greater addition to the 
Hongs, we confidently trust that your Excellency will at the least make up the old 
and legal number of firm and substantial men j this may be done by nominating at 
present even seven or eight merchants of property and character. To such men we 
should feel satisfied in extending the beiients of the Company’s trade, and allowing 
them, according to their means, to participate in its advantages. When such a number 
of truly respectable men have been appointed and their names introduced to us, we 
feel assured that it will give great satisfaction to all foreigners; and we can perceive 

nothing 
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nothing which is more certain to restore confidence to all parties, and which will more 
Purely enable us to recommence our commercial intercourse than the adoption of such 
a course by your Excellency. 

Your Excellency's decision respecting the payment of the debts of impoverished 
merchants is just and conclusive ; but the Hong merchants have not acted in obedience Company’s Trade, 
to your mandates, and made restitution ; their frequent idle pretexts have destroyed — 

all confidence in them. We have shown anxiety on this point, not merely for the re- Canton i^ecret 

covery of the money, it is the principle for which we have been contending; for if a 1-onsuItatioiis. 

merchant's debts are not paid and his creditors make many urgent appeals in vain, it 
becomes impossible that any one cun again confide in such persons, nor can they re- 
verence the justice of a government which denies them redress. 

Your Excellency’s assurance that projierty stored in a merchant’s warehouse shall be 
safe from every calamity, is highly gratifying to us. We asked for permission to rent 
warehouses, because wc were unable to trust in the mandarin merchants. The reason 
of tliis is evident — Munhop allowed a large quantity of goods belonging to an English 
nierchanl to be stolen from his warehunse, and made over to a Chinese creditor; re- 
pealed representations to recover it were of little avail. Again, Chunqua gave over 
to tea merchants and others, valuable property which really belonged to bis foreign 
creditors ; thus confidence was destroyed by the fraudulent acts of these men. Now, 
however, your Excellency declares that our property shall in future be safe, we feel 
confidence in this declaration, and triii^t that the certainty of our complaints meeting 
with attention and justice will restrain the conduct of those merchants who are not 
alive to feelings of honour and probity. 

We look up with reverence to the decision of bis Majesty the Emperor, that 
the enter-jjorc fee should attain discrimination and diminution ; and we are thankful 
to your Excellency for having obtained this decision in our favour. We feel assured 
that tills diiniiiuiion will be liberally settled, and that the amount payable by our 
large ships as well as by those of various and smaller dimensions will soon be 
announced to us, and that the reduction will really be so gix;at that we may imme* 
diately on learning it be satisfied and content. 

We have been preparing our ships to go away, only because we thought that 
justice was denied to us, and that no liope remained of our dififereiices being 
accommodated ; now wc find that your Excellency's letter contains assurances 
which are calculated to restore confidence, without which trade cannot be con- 
tinued, with which it may soon recover its former height of prosperity and se- 
curity. 

As so many material points have been favourably considered, we look only for an 
early announcement that the new merchants have been approved and established, 
and that an important diminution of the port charges has been ordered. We will 
only add, that when this is done wc shall feel confidence that commerce will be 
conducted on just and liberal principles, and we shall be most happy to order our 
ahips again to enter the port. We are far from wishing to procrastinate and delay. 

With these assurances we conclude, and with great respect subscribe ourselves 
your obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) For the President and Select Committee. 

Macao^ 25tb January 1830. 
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. COPY Letter in the Secret Department from the President of the Select Com- 
mittee to tiic Chairman of the Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1^0. 

Honocrablk Sir: 

1. The peculiar circumstances in which I am placed in this country as President 
of tile Select Committer, differing entirely in opinion from the other members of the 
Board, on a subject of vital importance to the Honourable Company’s affairs in 
China, as well immediately as prospectively, have induced me to avail myself of 
the privilege attached to tuy station to address myself on this occasion to you. Sir, as 
Chairman of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 


2. I am the more induced to do so from the necessity of observing that my 
motives, opinions, and line of conduct have not been represented in any consecutive 
form, or indeed at all, in the various tetters which have been written to the Honour- 
able Court, the statements contained therein and the arguments adapted to them 
differ most materially, if not totally, from my views and knowledge of the subject on 
which they treat ; and as they speak solely the sense of the majority of the Committee, 
but one statement of the case is brought before the notice of the Honourable 
Court, further than in the minutes which I have from time to time recorded, in 
dissenting from measures which I have thought and still continue to think, have 
ransed the most serious detriment to the affairs of the Honourable Company in a 
commercial, moral, and political point of view. 

3. My object, therefore, in addressing you olhciully, is to give a brief sum ma ry 
of the line of conduct which 1 have pursued, to give my view of the state of affairs 
which have brought the interests of the Honourable Company to their present 
extremity, of the very injudicious measures which have, in n>y opinion, rather 
aggravated than remedied an existing evil, and to show how far I considered it 
safe, equitable, and proper to endeavour to improve the difficulties which existed in 
the trade, more especially by the diminution in the number of Hong merchants. 

4. In the Secret Consultations of the 25th July last, a proposition was made 
and asseoted to by the majority of the Committee, to keep the Honourable Com- 
pany’s ships on their arrival outside the port of Canton as stated therein, partialiv 
on account of the health of their crews, and partially to attract the notice of the 
Chinese government to the state of foreign commerce at Canton, as Chunqua’s 
Hong was deemed insolvent, and his bankruptcy might seriously involve the affairs 
of the other Hong merchants. 

5. The President assented to this proposition on the score of the health of the 
crews at that early season of the year, but objected to the measure as a preliminary 
step to any future proceedings with the Chinese government.* * He conceived it would 
be more immediate and certain means of attracting the attention of the Canton 
government to the instability of the credit of the Htmg merchants, to addi ess the 
Viceroy forthwith, and not to place the opening of our correspondence to the hazard 
and delay of awaiting his attention being drawn by the ships remaining outside the 
port, and which might in all probability induce him at a future period to receive 
our addresses without distrust and suspicion. 

6. To this course the majority of the Board dissented, for the reasons specified in 
the consultation, and were desirous that the Viceroy should open the discussion • but 
as a period of five weeks elapsed without the expected communication from’ that 
officer, it is to be regretted that the President’s opinion was not adopted until the 
28th August, more especially as he represented on the 25th Julyf that such silence 

• Secret Consultation, July 25, 1829. **** 

+ President’s Minutes, Secret Consultation, July 25. 
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on the part of the Committee was objectionable, as the government could not 
possibly divine the cause of our complaint ; it deprived them, by delay, of the only 
means of remedying the evil by which the trade was affected, and at all events unne> 
cefisarily retard the progress of business, if indeed any alteration whatever was 
likely to be adopted in the present season. 

7> On the 28th August the President again brought before the Committee the 
necessity of addressing the Viceroy on the commercial di.<$abilitie$ with which the 
foreign trade was threatened, from the reduced number of Hong merchants it was 
evident that that officer did not feel, or did not choose to express an anxiety on the 
subject, and would not tlicrcfure open a correspondence, which on all accounts ought 
to be commenced by the Coinmittcc ; and as the season was now so far advanced that 
the plea of detaining the ships outside the port on account of the health of the crews, 
was scarcely any longer available, and as the state of the markets was advantageous 
for tlic sale of the Honourable Company's cargoes, the President proposed that the 
Honourable Company’s ships should be ordered to proceed to Whampoa. 

8L The majority of the Board assented to the proposition of 'the President to address 
the Viceroy, but would not permit the Honourable Company’s ships to leave the 
anchorage at Toonkoo.t is to be observed that the address to the Viceroy was for the 
creation of an ad<litional number of Hong merchants, exposing the actual condition 
of Chunqua’s Hong, but did not advance other propositions. 

9. The Committee received a reply from tlic Viceroy on the 8th September ;J in 
which he states that onr address of the 28th ultimo was not sufficiently explicit, and 
requests that wc should come to the point of fact in perspicuous language. To this 
we replied^ by again urging the return of Chiinqua with money, and sjiecificd the 
magnitude of port charges, and the ratio in which they were levied, as evils which 
pressed heavily on the trade. 

10. A continuation of correspondence was preserved from the Bth September, as 
recorded on the Secret Consultations, principally on the subject of Chunqua’s return 
to Canton, in that of the port charges, and on the reduced number of Hong mer- 
chants. The return of Chuiiqua may certainly be expected, although it is doubtful 
how far the circumstances alleged against him may counterbalance his own disin- 
eliiiution to revisit Canton in the present state of his Hong, the interest which he is 
known to possess amongst official persons, and the distance of his residence from the 
province of Canton.^ The port charges are declared to be now an imperial duty, 
wliich cannot be diminished or removed without an order from Pekin ; and the Vice- 
roy certainly expressed considerable anxiety for the creation of new Hongs. 

11. On the 5th October a letter in conformity with the consultation of the 2(1 instant, )| 
was transmitted to the merchants to be presented to the Viceroy. It specified a 
vai'iety of propositions which were deemed likely to benefit foreign trade, to prevent 
the evils attendant upon the expected failure of Chunqua, and the probable eilects of 
his bankruptcy on Hie remaining Hongs. These speculative propositions involved a 
ra^rial alteration in our commercial relations with China, and appeared to demand 
things which might be partially conceded, but certainly they were not of a nature to 
compensate for much sacrifice of time or property on the part of the Company, nor 
could they be expected to be obtained in full from a government so cautious and pecu- 
liar in its connection with foreigners, as that of China. 

12. With this view of the propositions, and with no idea of making their conces- 
sions a sine qua non, for the resumption of our cominerce, the President did not object 

• to 

* President’s Minutes, Secret Consultation, August 28. f Secret Cons. August 28. 

X Secret Cons. September 8. J| Secret Cons. Letter to Viceroy, September 8. 

II Secret Cons. October 2, Letter to viceroy, October 5, 
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to the transmission of the letter in question ; he did not expect that the government 
would or could concede them all at onr request^ yet he thouglit that some advantage 
might accrue from a partial alteration in tiie commercial system of Canton, and he 
was prepared to await the reply of the Viceroy, that the Committee might avail them- 
scUts 01 any concessions tending to improve the state of the Hongs, and to lead to the 
creation of an additional number of merchants. 

13. Although the President entertained an opinion that but three or four of the 
Hong merchants were in afBuent circumstances, and the others possessed of but little 
property, yet he never entered into the idea tliat the merchants generally were in a 
state of bankruptcy, or that they merited those sweeping assertions of their embar- 
rassments and want of faith, which pervai^es the consultations up to the middle of 
November; when referring to them in the case of Mowqua, the President has 
expressed his opinion,* nor can he admit that unfounded reports often created by 
interested persons, give a public sanction fur ruining the reputation of a merchant ; 
with the exception of Chunqua, the other Hongs remained in very inucli the same 
state as they were during the last season, and as capable of transacting their usual 
business wUh foreigners. 

14. On the 16tli November the President placed before the Committcet the reply 
from the Viceroy to our Address ot the Sth of October, it contained nmcli which he 
considered of beneiiclal tendency to our trade ; and as being the united opinion of the 
Viceroy, Judge, and Treasurer, it came under the sanction of the principal officers 
of the Canton government. After a deliberation of more than five weeks, tliose pro- 
positions, which did not aifect the comiiierciul regulations and iustitutious of the 
empire, were conceded or promised, and tliose which were at variance with such laws 
and customs were pruiioiiriced inadmissible. 

15. The elder Cliunqiia was ordered to Canton, the ineasurage duty and enter-port 
fee was referred to Pekin for a reduction or modiheation, the comprador’s fees were 
reduced to onc-lmlf of the previous aniouiit, and the Viceroy abolished, (luring his 
administration of the office of Hoppo, ail the fees and exactions which were usually 
cliarged on the creation of a new Hong, which we hud stated as preventive causes 
against any further addition to the existing llongs.j: 

16. In the opinion of the President,! an opening was here presented for an arrange- 
ment, which might have produced an almost immediate termination to the existing 
non- intercourse ; and sucli a reply might have been returned to the Viceroy, as, while 
it gave him credit for those concessions which had been made, would have given him 
the option of substituting as a temporary remedy for the reduced number of Hongs, a 
permission for us to adopt the system granted to the Americans in 1B28, of trading 
through the Hongs of security merchants with any Ciiinese whom we might deeiii 
wortliy of our confidence ; and in the event of this request being refused, that we 
might urge tlie continued exertions of the Canton government fur the creation of new 
Hongs, and proceed to Canton to trade with those merchants who were conducting 
their usual commerce with foreigners. The President would not contend further 
against such autlmrity as conducted the last letter from the Canton government for the 
abolition of the security system, or for the imposition of our other demands, which 
appeared so unlikely to meet with concession. 

17 . independent of the actual concession from the Viceroy, we had attracted bis 
attention to a scrutiny of affairs of the Hong merchants, and he evinced an anxiety 

* almost 

♦ Secret Consultation, November 23. f Secret Cons. Nov. 16. President’s Minute, Noy*16. 

X Secret Cons. Nov. 16, Viceroy’s Letter. § President’s Minute, Nov. 16. 
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almost equal to our own, for the attainment of an additional number. If wc ceased 
to dictate the minor objects contained in our propositions of the 5th October, and to 
remove them from a competition with the two desirable points, of a reduction in the Suspension of 
entcr-port fee and of additional Hong merchants, the more probability would there be Company’s Trade, 
of obtaining these solid advantages. 

18. The majority of the Committee dissented from the line of conduct proposed by President’s 
the President, and in lieu of such an address as he wished to present to the V^iceroy, Secret Letter, 
a reply was framed* entirely at variance with the opinion of the President, and one 

which completely changed the nature of our communications with that officer; a tone 
of contemptuous observation, a dictatorial and minatory spirit pervaded the document 
iii'fjuestion, and in the opinion of the President placed the Committee in the position 
of thq aggressing party, and neglecting to admit those concessions which our corres- 
pondence hitherto had attained, it evinced an irritating and iinacco’niinodatiiig dispo- 
sition, conveyed at times in language in accordance with such feelings. 

19. Another measure was at this time enacted by the majority of the Board, which 
in the President’s opinion was of a most prejudicial tendency to the character and 
interests of the Kast-India Company, and one altogether subversive of tliat system 
of order, regularity, and adherence to the laws of commerce and of nations, which 
had hitherto been maintained by their representatives in this coiintry.f The Pre- 
sident alludes to the permis.«.ion granted to the commanders and officers of the 
Honoumble Company’s ships to dispose of their investments outside tlic port any 
way they miglit devise, or iii other words it authorized and proposed an illicit traffic. 

This reprehensible measure in u two- told degree altered our relative position in these 
discussions. 

20. From these two points the President dissented most decidedly, and as the mea- 
sures subsequently carried into effect, and the letters subsequently addressed to the 
officers of government were adapteil to them, and at variance witli the line of reason, 
moderation and justice, wdiich ought to pervade the conduct of the Select Committee 
in China, the President could not but dissent fully and frequently from the various 
propositions, which from lime to time were placed before the Board by the majority 
of (he Committee. 

21. The President is desirous of drawing your attention to the particular circum- 
stances in which he differed from the majority of the Board ; and it is not to be sup- 
posed, that because he continued to act in unison with them, while their proceedings 
were adapted to the benefit of the Company, that he should continue to support them 
when their correspondence and measures were in direct opposition to his \ icw s, and 
ill every way calculated to retard the adjustment of existing differences, and to injure 
vitally their best interests in this quarter. The President at this point will only add, 
that as his difference of opinion with tlie majority of the Board on these subjects, is 
objected to him with personality by them at various future junctures, lie has laid 
greater stress on the causes by which he was actuated, than he should otherwise have 
deemed it necessary to explain. 

22. A proposition w’as laid before the Board, and assented to by the majority, 
on the 23d November,! to prepare part of the cargo of a ship to be despatched for 
England, through the agency of Messrs. Magniac and Co. of Canton, who were 
authorized to purchase tonnage on board a country ship at Whampoa, and to obtain 
from Howqua a portion of the Honourable Company’s winter teas, to be trans- 
mitted to the anchorage at Tooiikoo; and in the event of difficulties. arising in the 

delivery 


* Committee’s Letter to Viceroy, Nov. 16, 1829. 
f Secret Consultation, ditto. President's Minute, ditto. f Secret Cons. November 23. 

M 



II. 

T RADE. 

SSus pension of 
Company’s Trade 

President's 
Secret Letter. 


8* FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 

delivery of the teas in question, that firm was authorized to -purchase from 5,000 
to 6,000 chests of Congo ten in the market. To this proceeding the President entered 
his dissent, on the grounds of the irregularity and impropriety of the principle on 
which the Committee were acting ; as adapted to prove to the Chinese government 
their inability to prevent an illegal traffic, the measure could be but of little avail, it 
must be immaterial to them whether the tea is laden on board a Company’s ship 
at Whampoa, or on board a country ship, since the duties on the goods and the bene- 
fits derived by the Chinese are in both cases similar ; and there can be no doubt of the 
feasibility of a ship procuring her cargo by remaining outside a port, and paying 
freight to another vessel which brings a cargo from that port to her, the sacrifice in 
this case being solely on the part of the Company. 

33. The President likewise recorded his unqualified dissent to an offer of a similar 
tendency made by Captain Whitehead, to purchase the Honourable Company’s cotton, 
imported per Bridgewater, at the rate of 9. 5. per peciil, being one tale per pecul 
under the market price at Canton, the value of the sale of cotton to be met by a pro- 
vision of Congo tea to be delivered at Toutikoo ; the same argument a< applicable to 
the former transaction may be quoted in this, with tlie additional remark, that cotton 
bearing the Company’s mark would be received in Canton, and perfectly disclose the 
nature of the proceeding to the Chinese, who would willingly receive the import and 
ship the export cargo of the vessel, which in conducting this extraordinary traffic, 
would have to perforin repeated trips to and from Whampoa, and to pay to govern- 
ment each time, additional measurage and present duty. 

24. On the 30tli November, the President placed before the Board liis opinion as to 
the reply which he designed to address to the Viceroy ;* he was desirous of represent- 
ing to that officer, that since the laws of China disallowed foreign trade to be con- 
ducted otherwise than by security-merchants, we hoped that be would speedily restore 
it to a healthy condition, by appointing men of credit and character to enter the 
Hong, to acknowledge the desire he had evinced to create more merchants by remov- 
ing all the fees in his power; but that as Chunqua had not returned, and the iiieusurcs 
to improve the trade not yet carried into effect, we must remain on tlie reserve ere \vc 
commenced commercial transactions. 

25. The President consented to some further delay in the Honourable Company’s 
ships remaining outside the port,t in the hope that the late urgent edict of the Viceroy 
to the merchants to create new Hongs, and the expected approach of the Hoppo to 
Canton, might bring about this desirable object ; but he expressed to the Board, that 
in the event of disappointment in fully obtaining this object, he should shortly again 
recommend that the ships be ordered to Whampoa, and that in order to conduce the 
commerce With security, lie should request from the Viceroy a guarantee for the safe 
guard of the Company’s teas, until they should be shipped. 

26. This mode of security was the best that could be adopted under the existing 
circumstances, j: it would relieve the Honourable Company from the greater evil, the 
heavy loss Which is daily accruing to them under the protracted suspension of their 
trade, and the serious embarrassments which our continued non-intercourse must cause 
to their affairs, it would also afford time for reference to the Honourable Court, should 
they think fit in another season to prosecute the measures now in action. 

27* The novel system of trade in which the Committee are engaged, is detrimental 
solely to the interests of the Company, as independent of the payment of duties on 
imports and exports, the measurage and present of a small ship entering the port 
twice or thrice to tranship cargo to one of ihe Honourable Company’s ships, is more 

advantageous 

* Secret Consultation, November SO. f Ditto ditto. 

X President’s Minute, Secret Consuhation, November 30« 
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advantageous to the government ; and as our teas pass through the usual channel, 
with the excention of the Company appearing in the transaction, it is as entirely at 
their co^^t as tnough their ships were engaged in carrying it on. 

28. It cannot be questioned that if we send, or indirectly pay for ships, to fetch and 
carry careo between the Cap-Singinoon anchorage and Whampoa, that the ships of 
the season might, at an enormous sacrifice of time, money, and our commercial cha- 
racter, be hereafter laden ; and where other commercial men find responsible mer- 
chants to purchase these and other cargoes and have pursued their commercial 
transactions throughout the season, with their usual regularity, wc ought to be, and 
are as well qualified, to make satisfactory arrangements towards carrying on our 
customary business.^ 

29. 'fhe President proposed, after these observations, that Dr. Morrison should be 
requested to draft a letter to the ViGercw,t embodying the sentiments contained in the 
24th paragraph ; to this the majority of the Board dissented, and adopted the address 
recorded, which was far from meeting the views of the President, particularly in 
requesting the removal of the Honourable Company’s teas jn Chinese vessels to our 
ships while remaining outside the port, and the renewed application for the payment 
of all foreign debts, none of which are due to the Company. 

30. Two propositions were circulated for adoption by the Board on the 1st Decem- 
ber, to which the President was under the necessity of dissenting ; the first was, that 
two of the Company’s ships should take up their station to the westward of two islands 
called the Brothers, that a tent shouhl be pitched on shore for the convenience of the 
officers, men, and artificers ; that the place might be useful as a signal station, and 
that the Company’s tents should be lent for this purpose. 

31. The nature of this proposition seemed to the President to comprehend objects 
of u description differing from commercial '4 he conceived that the landing and resi- 
dence of a party of our seamen on any islands in the vicinity of the anchorage of our 
shipping, %vhich in many places is very populous, was calculated to attract notice, and 
might probably lead to the hostility of the Chinese; nor was it evident to him how the 
rendezvous of our people on shore would promote the views of the majority of the 
Board in establishing a trade with the Company’s ships outside the port. 

32. Tlie second proposition was to detach six of the Honourable Company’s ships 
from the fleet to an anchorage at Hong Kong, to attach two members of the Factory 
to the respective divisions for the purpose of conducting the contraband trade, and to 
coiiimuuicate with junks lutssing aiul repassing the anchorages. The President 
objected strongly to this proposition for the reasons which he has specified in the early 
part of these illicit proceedings, and although the majority of the Board have nega- 
tiveil his desire to receive official reports of the progress of the Company’s co"m- 
mercial transactions at Hong Kong, he has received from undoubted authority infor- 
mation that the advantages expected from the traffic in question have not been derived, 
as scarcely any sales have been effected, and the Chinese have evinced disinclination 
to liold any commercial intercourse with the ships. 

33. As the President considered the service upon which Messrs. Cindsay and Clarke 
were delegated to be one of delicacy and consequence, he is desirous, without here 
interrupting the narrative of more important subjects, to draw your attention to the 
minutes which appear recorded under the dates mentioned in the inargin,§ as the 
occasion of his requiring to receive official reports of these gentlemen’s proceedings. 

34. In aid of the purpose expressed in paragraph 32, it was further proposed to 
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biting the towns and villages in the vicinity of the shipping. The objections recoexied 

Suspension of by the President on this occasion were, that altliough the motive was in itself harni- 

Company*8 Trade, less, it could not but be expected that the Chinese must view it with suspicion, and 

— — that, however much intended for conciliation, it might very naturally be otherwise 

President's construed by the Chinese un<ler their present feelings, excited as they must be by the 

Secret Letter. unusual lingering of the Company's ships about the coasts, and our differences with 

the government. The President further observed, that ho was perfectly confident the 
Honourable Court would never approve tlieir printing-office, which was designed for 
oilier purposes, being made ,the medium of such coniinuiiicatioiis with the native 
peasantry of China. 

35. An address was received on the 0th December from the Viceroy, in reply to that 
from the Committee of the 30th November ; the reasoning was of the same tenor as 
that contained in the preceding documents received from him, and evinced his pur- 
pose to make no further concessions : it concludes by observing that he would receive 
no more petitions on this subject. The President has here to observe, that although 
the tone and temper displayed in the Committee’s address to the Viceroy of the 16th 
November did not cause him to retaliate in similar language, but that he replied to 
it in the same dignified and composed manner whicli lias pervaded his correspon- 
dence ; nevertheless it is not to be imagined but that the conleniptuous and menacing 
strain then adopted by the address of the Committee must muterially influence his 
opinion of our objects and intentions; must naturally indis|)ose him to receive other- 
wise tlian with caution and distrust any further propositions and advances ; to excite 
a feeling in himself, and the other officers of government, very prejudicial to the 
interests of the Honourable Company. 

36. In the interval that elaiised between the Viceroy’s last address and tlie 25th 
December, the new Hoppo arrived at Canton, and on the 13(h instant assumed the 
charge of his official duties. Much hope was entertained that this event would afford 
an opening for the accommodation of the existing differences, and that this officer 
might address us in such terms as would enable iis to resume commercial intercourse. 
In this respect, however, we were disappointed, the newly-urrived Hoppo maintained 
a total silence on the subject of the Company’s suspension of trade. 

37- On the 25th December, our address to the Ho|7ji(> was submitted to the Board 
for their adoption, which the President considered was in every way ill calculated to 
serve the interests of the East-India Company, and liighly improper to be addressed 
to any officer of the Cliinese government ; its tendency was to irritate, and such a 
style of correspondence would, in the President’s opinion, fully justify the officers of 
the government to the Emperor of China for any offensive or hostile acts they might 
deem it necessary to adopt. This address was replete with reasoning unsupported by 
any act of the Chinese government, and at variance with the tenor of the Viceroy’s 
replies to the various representations of the Committee. 

38. The President regretted that the temper and caution adopted by the Viceroy 
had not been reciprocated in our proceedings, and that we had assumed, and were 
then using the weapons usually employed by the Chinese themselves, as in fact the 
angry words and high-sounding threats” bad been throughout displayed in our letters, 
where they were least to be expected, and would be worse supported. Entertaining 
these sentiments, the President was so far from consenting to become a party to this 
address, that he drew up another which he begged might be substituted in lieu of it, 
which he considered more likely to bring about an accommodation, and to afford the 
Hoppo an opening for encouraging the resumption of our commerce.^ 

39. In 

* Letter to Hoppo proposed by the President, and appended to his Minute, December 26. 
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39. In recording his remarks upon the letter which the majority of the Committee 
determined to transmit to the Hoppo^ the President drew the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the heavy loss which the Honourable Company were enduring, and the little 
chance wliich appeared to him to exist of their forcing the Chinese government to 
accede to their demands by a perseverance in their measures. He was unwilling to 
advert to subjects which had so frequently received his dissent in the progress of the 
negociation ; whether his opinions had been well or ill founded, it was not the object 
of his present minute to ascertain ; he wished to advert exclusively to the great, and, 
in his opinion, unnecessary losses which were hourly accruing to the Company, and 
for which no compensation could be afforded, even by the attainment of those objects 
for which tlie Committee were contending in sucli continued and costly measures. 

' 40. The President urged upon the Board the numerous considerations which ought 
to be contemplated beyond the evils of the- present hour; the heavy demurrage now 
in action was a charge of great magnitude upon the trade, and not easily to be counter- 
balanced; beyond this was the difficulty which must necessarily ensue in procuring 
f the tea investment for the succeeding season ; the present irregularities of our com- 
merce rendered it a matter of great improbability that the tea merchants, who, under 
ordinary circumstances, would soon be returning from Canton to the tea country, 
would be either able or willing to bring down the supplies for next season, while they 
must either leave Canton with their property unsold, or they must remain so long in 
the south as to be unable to attend to the cultivation of the tea crops for the ensuing 
season ; tliis of itself was a matter of the greatest importance. 

41. As another source of detriment to the Honourable Company’s affairs, the Pre- 
sident could not pass unobserved the circumstances of tlicir financial arrangements in 
Cliina. The impolicy of continuing our treasury closed at a period when large ship- 
ments of specie might wilii advantage have been attended to, was alluded to in the 
President’s minutes, noted in the margin.* He by no means undervalued the advan- 
tages to be obtained by an additional number of Hongs, for the creation of which the 
Canton government has evinced an anxiety almost equal to our own, and we have 
evidence on record of the 25tl) July last, that this .subject had at that period been re- 
ferred to the Emperor, and replied to by him ; beyond those points tiiat had been 
conceded, there remained but little which can compensate for the enormous sacrifices 
already made at the expense of the Honourable Company, were the evils likely to 
ensue from the result of the present non-in tcrcourse removed from contemplation. 

42. The Viceroy liad exuressed already, in conjunction with the Judge and Trea- 
surer, his conviction that the propositions which were made by the Committee for an 
alceratioii in our commercial relations with the Chinese were inadmissible ; those 
which were in his power to concede were granted : were the Hoppo even willing to 
gratify us by a nominal concession against such authorities, his power to carry them 
into effect would be more than questionable. 

43. The property and best interests of the Honourable Company were at slake for 
the purpose of eiiiorcing on the Chinese government a commercial code of our own 
creation, which they had now frequently informed us was at variunce with their laws 
and institutions: were the Committee warranted by the Honourable Court of Di- 
rectors ti^lace at hi^ard, with the certainty of enormous loss, the valuable commerce 
between Great Britain and China, for objects of such minor consideration, or for the 
creation of additional Hongs, even if that were dependant upon the issue of their 
negociatioiis, there was nothing in the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors 
to sanction the ships being detained outside the port ; much less could they con- 
template 

* President’s Minutes, November 15 and 18, and December 25. 
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template that upwards of four months should have been passed in commercial inac« 
tivity, and that a trade so valuable as this should have been kept dormant under 
Suspension of circumstances of a self-imposed non-intercourse. 

Company’s Trade. 44 ^ jljjg iiejfociation had already evinced that there are points in their internal 
, government and their foreign relations, which the Canton authorities will not deviate 
Presidents advantages derived from a commerce, while by an overestimate of its 

^^cret LiCttcr. r(*iativc importance to the £ast-India Company and to the Ciiinese, the former were 
labouring under an enormous sacrifice, which was felt with but trifling inconvenience 
by the latter. 

46. The commerce of the present season at Canton had been carried on as usual, as 
well by our country trade as by foreigners in general, and the credit of the Hong 
merchants had certainly received no detriment; on the contrary, the President had 
been informed that tliey had fulfilled their mercantile transactions with good faith and 
punctuality, and as their trade had liitherto been extensive, they had not felt in a 
manner to injure them seriously the abrogation of our commerce, more especially as 
they could not but be aware that our import and export investment must, under 
whatever guise it appears, flow through tlie usual channel, while the fact of the Com* 
pany’s cargoes being detained out of the market had, as a matter of course, been of 
great service to the merchants and agents in the disposal of their cargoc.s, so great a 
portion of the foreign trade being kept out of the market ; and surely it was in the 
power of the Committee to exercise the same vigilance and precaution, in the sale of 
the property entrusted to them, that the private agents had efiected. 

46. The Committee were aware, though perhaps the Viceroy was not, that the 
Hong merchants are not indebted a fraction to the Honourable Company ; nor in 
fact, with the exception of Chunqua, the affairs of whose Hong are still in abeyance, 
was there any mercdiunl indebted to the foreign trade, whose debts we had been 
advocating ; the arrangement of the settlement of Manhopp's affairs had not been 
infringed upon ; the demand therefore for the payment of foreign debts, appeared 
more for the purpose of creating discussion than founded on a solid basis, more es- 
pecially as foreigners, particularly agents, bad never discontinued their business with 
the Hong merchants. 

47* The President did not mean to propound that the foreign trade with Canton 
was not fraught with many exactions (and in what country is commerce free from 
them?) ; but in China they are principally capricious on the part of the Canton govern- 
ment and the subordinate officers, and are not such as can be contended against, 
further than with a temporary effect, in a despotic government, and one professing to 
hold commerce in minor c^cimation; it should be remembered, therefore, that our sa- 
crifices were for the imposition of a system, which can only be efiected by an alteration 
in the genius and character of the people; we were in fact proposing it as a mitigation 
. of the irregular transactions between the official mandarin and the Hong merchant ; 

but It should be recollected, in this arbitrary and despotic government, the mandarin 
can with as much facility exact irregularly from the merchants engaged in foreign 
commerce under one system as he could under another : indeed, the united interests 
of the Hong merchants wore likely to present a more considerable barrier to numerous 
exactions than could be affected by an individual Chinese merchant, who could merely 
rely upon liis own influence, which under so enlarged a division of the foreign trade 
as would ensue supposing it were thrown open, could not be of any consideration. 

48. The only complaints of exorbitant demands regularly charged upon the com- 
merce have been, first, that which is usually called the ** present,*" which the Viceroy 
has consented to.liave proposed to be modified, although in the case of the Company’s 
ships not reduced ; and secondly, of the Comprador^ fees, which have been greatlv 

diminishea. 
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diniinished. By the Coiiitniuee*iB demonstration, it does not appear that there is any 
'novel source of complaint, as the former has been charged for upwards of a century, 
and tiie latter has been of long standing, 

49. We have hinted at irregular exactions ; the only one clearly specified, namely, 
the exorbitant charge made by the Canton government in the creation of the new 
Hong, has been for the present at least abolished: although the Committee are aware 
that there arc others charged at different periods, they have not been able to specify 
them, and even were they, it is a business between the mandarin and the merchant, which 
wc have no authority to scrutinize, more especially when both parties are agreed in 
keeping them in obscurity. Be the exactions what they may, the British trade has 
flourished under them, and there is nothiiig/>f recent creation either to militate against 
the continuation of their advantages, nor to authorize so great a sacrifice for tlie 
amelioration of the commerce, us it is now suffering under. 

50. The government of China is in all its branches a perfect despotism ; to engraft 
in its commercial institutions the system and regularity of our own country would of 

/ course be out of the question ; we must not therefore hope permanently to abolish 
those irregularities which form part of the system of government in all its ramifi* 
cations ; and as the specified and regular exactions are so few in number, the Ho- 
nourable Company are becoming involved in incalculable difliciilties by the Committee 
endeavouring to enforce a system to remedy evils which in fact form a regular portion 
of an irregular administration of a despotic government. 

51. The President considered that the only way to check evils in this country was 
to resist the imposition of any new exaction, or of any specific one which presses hard 
upon our commerce ; but it was natural to suppose, not only that the government of 
China, but of any country in the world, would contend against the imposition of a 
commercial code by foreigners. 

52. In the foregoing minute, which the President has nearly transcribed verbatim, 
the Committee entered their several minutes in reply ;* and to which, as professing not 
to understand his sentiments and line of conduct, in the existing state of aflairs, he 
felt obliged to record some further observations in answer, under the same date.-f- 

53. On the December, a letter was received by the Committee from tlie Hong 
merchants, expressing in simple but feeling terms the distresses they were exposed to 
by reason of the non-fulfilment of their tea contracts on the part of the Company, the 
due performance of which the President conceived to be a point of the utmost conse- 
quence, both as it affected the situation of the Hong merchants and the hitherto 
unimpcached character of the Honourable Company. The answer to this letter, 
adopted by the majority of the Board, compelled the President to place his sentiments 
on record.^ He considered it to contain opinions at vuriunce with the real state of 
the case, as accusing the Chinese government with being the cause of misfortunes 
likely to accrue from the suspensiph of the Honourable Company’s trade, induced hy 
ourselves ; and that certainly uo blame whatever could he attached to the Hong mer- 
chants, who could not with any degree of justice be supposed to liavc caused the dis- 
tresses of which they complained, and which the President conceived were entitled to 
more sympathy and consiaeration than they had received in the letter adopted by the 
majority of the Committee. 

54. A reply was received on the 6th of January from the Hoppo to the Committee’s 
address of the SS5th ultimo s it supported the arguments and decisions of the Viceroy ; 

it 
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II. 

TRADE. it adhered temperately but firmly to those concessions already granted^ without 

holding forth the prospect of any change in the commercial institutions of the country ; 

Suspension of it stated that the non-intercourse was voluntary on the part of the Committee, and 
Company's Trade, not attributable to any act of the Chinese government. And furthermore, tlie Hoppo 

assured them, that if the Honourable Company's ships proceeded to Whampoa, and 

President's traded according to established regulations, he would carefully protect them from all 
Secret Letter, exactions. 

55. Considering the very deep interests which the Honourable Company had at 
stake, and the crisis to which their affairs iiad now unfortunately arrived, tlie Pre- 
sident was willing to avail himself of the opening granted by the Hoppp, as the only 
one which might occur, for the resumption of our commerce until the following 
season ; and with reference to the intentions expressed in his minute of the dOch No- 
vember last, the President proposed to the Board that the Honourable Company’s 
ships should be ordered up to Whampoa. 

56. This proposition was met by a course of proceedings emanating from the ma- 
jority of the Board, recorded under date the 11th of January.^ They embraced an 
order for the Honourable Company's ships to quit China; an address to the £!mperor 
of China, cnipinating the officers of government in Canton ; a despatch to the Right 
Honourable Ihe Governor General of India, requesting him to forward a letter to the 
same high authority by the way of Nepaul into China, and requiring a force of frigates 
to be sent to this country : these two latter points being in contradiction of positive 
orders from the Honourable Court of Directors on both subjects. 

57* The President being willing to obviate the necessity of these resolutions being 
carried into effect by the majority of the Board, entreated their sanction to the measure 
of his being allowed to order the ships up to Whampoa on his own responsibility, 
being alive to the difficulties attendant upon a change of opinion on the part of the 
majoritjr of the Committee. 

58. To the Court of Directors, and to the Chinese government, the President 

would express himself in such terms, that the consistency of the majority of the Board 
could not he questioned ; and as the President would not have changed his sentiments, 
he was willing to make the address from the Viceroy, of the 16th November, the basis 
of his proceedings, and he would be amenable to the Court of Directors for them 
acting upon his own responsibility. ^ 

59. This proposition was negatived by the majority of the Board, and the course 
of proceedings recorded under date the 11th January put into action. 

60. The President, in protesting against the proceedings above hlluded to, depre- 
cated them in the strongest manner ; they held forth no prospect of advantage, no 
chance of effecting any change in the condition of our commerce, and gave a death- 
blow to an adjustment of our differences at the pert of Canton, for months at least, 
if they did not become the means of effecting the ruin of the interests of the £ast- 
India Company in this quarter ; it was highly improbable that a letter addressed to 
the Emperor by foreigners not recognized as a political body, criminating the highest 
officers of government in Canton, with their united interests to contend agmnst, 
could effect any favourable object. 

61. The observations of the Committee wquld attract attention towards the British 
nation by representations unaided by official dignity, so necessary to support a cause 
addressed to the highest authority in China, In which are impeached those persons 
especially appointed to carry into execution the very commercial laws which the 

Committee 


* Secret Consultatioas, January 11, 1830. 
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Committee are endeavouring to abrogate^ and to substitute In their stead a code of 
their own creation. 

62. Dissenting from the arguments conveyed in the consultation and in the despatch 
to the Governor General above alluded to, unwilling to implicate the £ast>lndia 
Company by his sanction to measures which he deems totally uncalled for and in every 
way reprehensible, conceiving that there is no act of the Chinese government, either 
commercial or political, to authorize such proceedings, the President gave his strongest 
and most uncjualiiied dissent to them, as pregnant with manifold injuries, and inca- 
pable of presenting any advantages to the affairs of the Honourable Eust-lndia Com- 
uaiiy. 

63. On the 15tb January, the Committee assembled for the purpose of arranging 
lie best mode of carrying into effect the measure of sending tlieir letters to the Em- 
eror, enclosed to the Viceroy and lloppo of Canton, whieh it was proposed and 
greed hy the majority of the Board should be carried to the city gates by Mr. 
ackson, attended by a fiarty of 100 seuineu, armed with cutlasses, under the dircc- 
ons of five cotumanders and ten ofheers. 


64. The President having dissented from all the proceedings of the Committee, of 
diich this measure formed a part, iti their meeting on the IJth instant, objected 
|.articularly to the mode of delivering the address now about to be adopted by the 
iiiiijcM’ity of the Board, and proposed in lieu thereof that it should be given to the 
merchants for presentation in. the usual way, so that if it were necessary for Mr. 
Jackson to be aceoinpariied by a party of officers and men, that the patty should not 
proceed on such a mission with arms, that it should be less iiumeroiis, and that it 
should consijst of commanders and officers, and a few steady men, the whole not 
exceeding (50) fifty persons. The President considered this mode would be attended 
with better eflect, and wouhl have a more orderly atnl less tuinuliiioiis and hostile 
appearance, in carrying to the city gale a document of this description : hut both 
these proposals were negatived, and the mode arranged by the majority of the Board 
was curried and adopted. 


65. On the 1st of December last the President placed on record, that under the 
existing state of affairs in China, he could not consistently with his duty avail himself 
of the perinissioii of the Honourable Court to return to England ; he was induced to 
icmain in the liopc^that he might be enabled to check the coufse of proceeding then 
in acti<in by the majority of the Board, which he viewed as most detrimental, not onlv 
to the inlerests of the Eust-lndia Company, but even calculated to defeat the very 
objects for the success of which it was designed. 


1 to time the President has contended against measures of such import, 

although he regrets to say ineffectually ; he has been engaged in a constant, and to 
liim most harassing opposition, in the hope of warding off the extreniitv to which 
the Honourable Coinnany’s affairs have now been carried ; he has remained in his 
station until the final blow was struck, until orders were passed for the departure of 
the Honourable Company’s ships, until the agency of force has been reciuired from 
the Bengal Government, to compel the Viceroy of Canton to admit the imposition of 
the commercial code contained in the propositions of the Committee. 


^7* ** needless for the President to observe, that his view of the state of 

affairs in China, and the line of conduct which he advocated, have been rendered 
unavailing by the opposite opinions of the majority of the Committee; and as their 
mepures tmve attained tlicir ultimate result, as nothing further can now be transacted 
winch the President could successfully oppose or advance, as the functions of liis o/fice 

^ necessitate 
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necessitate him to be the inecliiim of enforcing measures at entire variance with his 
views of the interest of the Honourable Company, and even fatal to them, and as so 
far from being able to avert their progress, the sanction of his name attends them ; 
and as he feels, that under the circumstances of the case, he can no longer maintain 
with honour to himself that position which as President he ought to enjoy, and that 
the influence of his station can no longer serve the interests of the Honourable Com- 
pany ; he has determined to quit China this season, and to avail himself of the per- 
mission of the Honourable Court to that efleett 

68. The President begs to apologize to you, Sir, for the length witli which this 

letter has attained; he has carefully abstained from introducing any arguments or 
observations which have not appeared on his various minutes, in the secret consulta- 
tions; nor should he have placed his sentiments in the form of a letter, but for the 
purpose of making them appear in a consistent and consecutive form ; and he trusts 
that the line of conduct which his sense of duty, of reason, and his knowledge of the 
affairs of China, have induced him to adopt, will meet with your approval, and with 
that of the Honourable Court of Directors. \ 

69. The President had purposed to conclude this address on the 18th instant; but 
in consequence of a reply having been received from the Viceroy on the 23(1 instant, 
the President is desirous to state the circumstances which have emanated from it, as 
a sequel to tlie measures he has previously narrated. 

70. The letter from the Viceroy was accompanied by one from the Hoppo, each 
containing unopened the address to the Emperor, which was forwarded to Canton 
for transmission to Pekin ; both these officers declined, for the reasons specified in 
their letters, which form Nos. in the packet of our secret despatch to the Honourable 
Court under date January 28th, to become parties in forwarding our despatch to tlic 
Imperial Court. 

71. The reply from the Viceroy has induced the Committee again to address that 
officer, and to recommence a negociation which liad to all appearances been closed 
by our last addresses to the Viceroy and Hoppo ; and altiiough the nature of the con- 
cessions and the spirit of the letter from the Viceroy are in no way dissimilar from the 
various edicts we have received from him since the 16th November, nevertiieless a 
very evident change has been wrought in the state of correspondence now assumed 
by the Committee; it is in perfect accordance with the views which the President 
has througliout entertained on the subject, and he does not doubt that the tone of con- 
ciliation now adopted by the Committee, the abstraction of the propositions which 
the President conceives have militated against the attainment of the creation of new 
Hongs, and the contraction of our demands to that specific object, will be the means 
of shortly producing the resumption of our commerce. 

72 . The President begs leave to transmit, accompanying this despatch, the minute 
which he has recorded in consequence of the address to the Viceroy above alluded to ; 
the measures which had partially caused his intended return to England are however 
in progress, nor in fact does there appear any certainty, even under the circumstances 
of the resumption of our commerce, that two ships are not destined to proceed still 
to the north with addresses to the Court of Pekin ; that the four frigates required 
through the medium of the supreme Government in India are not still to be expected ; 
or that the train of circumstances dependent upon our address to the Governor- 
general of the 11 th instant, have been in an^ way cancelled and although our recent 
address to the Viceroy breathes a tone of conciliation which will doubtless lead to 
the material object of the resumption of our commerce, yet the injurious efifects 

attendant 
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attendant upon an adherence to the objectionable measures still unrevoHed cannot 
but be expected ; and the President does not therefore see any cause to swerve from 
his determination of proceeding immediately to England. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, Honourable Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) VV. H. C. Plow'dkn. 
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Copy of an Edict issued by the Viceroy and Hoppoof Canton, announcing 
the Commands of the Emperor, in reply to their Mkmoriai. relative to the Sus- 
pension of the Company’s Trade in 1829-30 ; received by the Select Committee 
on the 26tb January 1830. 


It docs not appear that any Edict was received from the Viceroy and Hoppo of Edict by the 
Canton the 26th January 1830, but there was an edict received that day from the Viceroy and Hoppu. 
Governor and Foo-yueii of Canton, which is recorded on the China Secret Consul- 
tations of the 27th January 1830, atid which is as follows : 

From the Governor and Foo-yuen, received January 26th, 1830. 

Le, Governor of Canton and Kwang Se, and Loo, Foo-yuen of Canton, hereby in 
obedience to orders received, make known the following concerns: 

We the Governor and Foo-yuen on the 28th of the 10th moon, of the 9th year of 
Taou Kwang, having met together, joined in a memorial to the Emperor concerning 
the English foreign ships not entering the port, and on the means of controlling 
these English foreign ships. 

On the 24th of the I2th moon (January IStli, 1830), we received an express from 
the Military Hoard, containing a letter from the great Council of War, to the governor 
of Canton Le, and to Loo the Foo-yuen, saying. 

On the 5ih of the 12th moon (December 30th, 1829) of the 9th year of Taou Kwang, 
we reverently received his Majesty’s commands as follow : 

Le has reported that the English foreign ships procrastinate, and do not enter the 
port, that he has ordered every precaution to be taken against them, &c. What he 
has reported is very right, of all the foreign nations that come to Canton to trade, the 
English foreign merchants are most domineering and proud. 

On this occasion the said nation'» chief supracargo and others, in consequence of 
the Hong merchants having, during successive years, shut up and stopped, beiii*^ 
indebtecl to foreigners, repeatedly petitioned against them, and presented a series of 
propositions, which were examined and decided on. The said governor sent an 
official despatch, to bring back a merchant and prosecute him. He also ordered the 
Sze officers to deliberate carefully on the propositions, and ordered the Hong merchants 

N 2 to 
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to communicate his comioand.s to be implicitly obeyed. But the said foreign ships 
still stared about, and remained anchored off Macao, procrastinating and not entering 
tbeport; at last they presumed to drag in again the former propositions with whining 
and insulting disputation, in language not humble. 

The merchant ships of that nation pay in duties, at the port of Canton, annually about 
600,000 or 700,000 tales, which these foreigners estimate as an extraordinary com- 
modity, which they may dwell upon, and seem utterly ignorant that the Celestial Em- 
pire really looks upon it as not of the least importance. 

Besides, these foreign ships smuggle opium, smoke and dirt into the port, and scl| it 
by stealth in the interior, whilst government money goes abroad, so that for the outside 
foreigners’ rotten filth, they craftily obtain large gain, and the essential comforts of the 
interior are gradually squandered and wasted. We obtain little and lose much. It is 
impossible to express the injury that is done. It is absolutely necessary to make real 
exertions, and to examine strictly into the business. 

On this occasion the said governor issued severe injunctions, in reply to the petition 
sent in. If these peo|)le do indeed become sensible of their error, repent and lead the ' 
ships into the port, then mutual tranquillity may be still presen-ed; but if, because 
what they desire is not granted, they perversely make difficulties, it is hereby ordered 
to disallow forthwith their (opening their hatches) commencing trade, and to expel 
them with severity. If for one or two years we receive less the duties on this nation’s 
goods, it will'be but a trifling injury to the national treasury; and since the foreign 
smoke (opium) will not come in nor government money go out, there will be really a 
great saving. 

As to the said foreign ships being anchored off Macao, and foreigners’ dispositions 
being a huge abyss, ihalprecautionsareindispensable, that the said governorhasajready 
made secret communications to Syeung Keal (the admiral) to order all the military 
stations, without making any noise or appearance, to be fully prepar^ and on their 
guard. Ill managing thus he has done very rightly. This affair, having a reference 
to outside foreigners, affects the honour of the country. Ihc said governor must be 
steady and still, cautiously on his guard, In language stern, and in principles correct, 
to break their domineering and proud spirit, and to eradicate their exactions and 
deceitful schemes. He must not in the leas^degree pass over to compliance, so as to 
lose g real respectability. 

As to what is contained in the said foreigners’ petition about the fee levied without 
distinction on all ships whether large or small, and concerning which it is earnestly 
requested a distinction should be made, this may be deliberated on, and a change made. 
The said governor is hereby ordered to deliberate and report to me. Take these 
commands, and cause them to be made known. Respect this. 

In obedience to the Imperial will, we (the Military Board) send forward this letter, 

‘Coming to us the Governor and Foo-yuen, we forthwith inform by letter 
the proper officr, that he may immediately meet with the judge, and all concerned act 
in obedience thereto. Oppose not. One letter to the Pooching Sze, and a communi- 
cation to the Hoppo. 


P. AUBEtt, Secretary. 
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Copy of the recent Representation of the Hong Merchants to 
the Chairman of the East India Company, on the probable Conse- 
quences of Terminating the Company’s Exclusive Trade to China. 

Copy of an Edict lately issued by the Viceroy of Canton on the 
same subject. 

Despatch of the Chief and Supracargoes transmitting the above, as 
far as relates thereto. 


Z^opy of a Liettkr from the Hong Merchants of Canton to the Chairman of the 

East-lndia Company. 

All the Canton Hong merchants present a Letter at the feet of the Honourable 
Miperiiitendeiit (or Chairman) of the English Honourable Company. 

A respectful notification : 

Heretofore have been received protection and countenance, for wliich gratitiiilc is 
engraven on our hearts to an inexpressible degree. Dwelling far away, ’our special 
prayer U, and consolation will be, that the honourable superintendent may, whether 
rising or .at rest, enjoy a pleasing tranquillity, and a hundred forms of social felicity. 

Wc junior brethren, have foi* a longtime received the management of the Honour- 
able Company’s commercial affairs, and on both sides truth and justice have been 
reciprocally united. Scores of years have been as one day; for the trade of your 
honourable nation which comes to Canton has been all under the control of the 
Honourable Company’s one hand, and for a long period there have been appointed to 
Canton a chief, second, third, and fourth, for general management of the commerce. 
Moreover, the Company’s captains are all experienced gentlemen, selected and 
appointed by the honourable Court to come to Canton. Even the sailors of all the ships 
are selected and hired by the honourable Court (or Company); hence for a long period, 
those who have come to Canton have traded in mutual tranquillity. Even if any 
disturbance did occur, there were the Honourable Company’s chief and the ships’ 
captains to exercise control ; a state of things different from that of other nations, 
who had no company. Therefore in our commercial dealings with the Honourable 
Com[)aiiy we have heretofore had fixed regulations, mutual confidence, and mutual 
tranquillity. Not only indeed in commerce, but even in public (or political) affairs, 
having the Company’s concentrated responsibility, matters were easily managed. 

But we have heard that the Honourable Company is limited to three years ; that 
after three years the term will be completed, and then there will be a dissolution of 
the associated body. On hearing this we were exceedingly grieved. Why ? For the 
following reasons : 

The Honourable Company have annually not fewer than twenty, and more ships, 
all of them large ones, which come to Canton ; traders and sailors not under several 
thousands. The captains of all the ships are old and long-experienced men, selected and 
appointed by the Company to sail and manage the ship and cargo ; and for the sailors 
who come to Canton, there is the Company’s chief at Canton to keep up a general 
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control over them* Of these sailors there a great many whose tempers and habits are 
untractable, and whose natural dispositions are unyielding and fierce, fond of creating 
a disturbance, but having the ship captains and chief to exercise a control over them, 
and be responsible, heretofore there has never been any very great business fermented 
to completion. 

Matters being thus, not only is the trade of the Honourable Company which comes 
to Canton easily done, but public (or political) atfairs also are easily managed. 

If after three years, the term of the Honourable Company be completed, and it be 
dispersed, then individuals of your honourable nation will every one produce capital 
and hire ships to come to Canton to trade. We imagine there will be scores of them. 

At that time the captains who come will all be hired by- individuals : not like the 
Honourable Company’s captains, all old and experienced gentlemen, selected to fill 
the situation. Beside traders and sailors, not fewer than several thousands, will not 
be men selected and employed by the Company, but good and bad will be mixed. 
Moreover, the men of your honourable nation are many of them by habit and nature 
unyielding and vehement (or fiery) ; if there be no Company’s chiefs, nor Company’s 
captains to exercise control over them, there will assuredly be constant disturbances ; , 
and it is possible some grand affray may be protiuced ; and at that time there will be 
no Honourable Company to grasp it with a master’s hand. Not only will the public 
affairs be pushed aside, and difficult to manage, but it is apprehended that the trade of 
your honourable country will be in danger. 

It is not so well to find a remedy when the evil occurs, as previously to guard against 
it. We again, and a fourth time, have considered the subject, and only wish that after 
the Honourable Company’s three years are completed, it will, as ot old, be re-esta- 
blished ; and that all affairs will still be managed according to the old regulations, that 
you and we may enjoy mutual tranquillity, and that there may be no mishap. ^ Not 
only will commercial affairs be easily transacted, but should it occur that political 
questions arise, still, as heretofore, there will be the Honourable Company to grasp 
them with a master’s hand, and there will be a concentrated responsibility. This is 
what is expedient for both parties; but the greatest advantage will be for your 
honourable nation’s commercial intercourse with Canton. 

Now, a change having taken place, and Mr. Marjoribanks, a man very intelligent 
and profoundly understanding what is just and reasonable, having come to Canton 
to fill the place of chief, we are very much rejoiced and consoled. From this, you 
and we shall reciprocally be more tranquil ; and the Honourable Conipauy’.s trade, as 
well as public affairs, will both be more prosperous. We write especially to cummn- 
iiicate the above sentiments and respectfully compliment the honourable chairman, 
wishing him every good which we do not narrate. 

(Signed) All the Hong Merchants : 

Howqoa. 

Mowqua. 

PUANKHKQUA. 

Goqua, 

Kinqua. 

Taou kwung, 10th year, 12th moon, llih day. 

(24 January 1831.) 


Fatqua. 
Chung Wo. 
Hkng Thik. 
Shun Thik. 
Yun Wo. 
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Copy of an Edict from the Viceroy of Canton. 

Governor Le, in reply to the Hong Merchants, who anticipate the dissolution of 
the Company, dated January 16th, (received 19th) 1831. 

Lk, Member of the Cabinet, Vice-President of the Military Board, Governor of 
Canton* &c., to the Hong Merchants, &c. 

It is now authenticated, that the said Hong merchants have presented the following 
statement : 

Wk humbly examine and hud, that the ships of all the foreign nations which 
come to Canton to trade, every one provides funds, and buys and sells individually. 

But the English have established what is called a Kungpanya Tan equitable managing 
court) or company, and the trade of the whole nation (with China) is placed under 
the control of its one hand. Of the trade at Canton, and the ships which come thither, 
that nation’s are also the largest. It sends annually in regular succession twenty, or 
more than twenty ships. 

^ “ The said Kiingszc (which is another term to denote the Company) deputes al«o 
a chief, second, third, and fourth, constituted persons, who come to Canton for the 
general superintendence of the Company’s commerce; and all foreign merchants 
belonging to that nation are made to listen to the chief’s restrictions. As to the 
regions of India which are subject to the government of England, all Indian foreign 
merchants coming to Canton to trade, arc subject to the authority of the English 
Company’s chief. If they make any disturbance, or cause any irregularity, they also 
are controlled by the said chief. It is in consequence of all affairs thus reverting 
to his one responsibility, that for a long period of time there has been mutu&l 
tranquillity. 

** We the Hong merchants have now heard, that the existence of the said nation’s 
Company is limited to three years more. This limit corresponds to the 13th year of 
Taou Kwang. When that period is completed, it will be dispersed. After the 13th 
year, no more Company’s ships will come to Canton. 

But the said nation’s coming to Canton is solely for the purpose of trade ; and 
when the Company is dispersed, the foreigners ot that country will be compelled 
by circumstances to advance funds individually, to hire small ships, and come to 
Canton to trade themselves. If they trade individually affairs will not be subject 
to one control, and if affairs be not subject to one control, responsibility will be 
no where. 

During one year there are not fewer than fifty or sixty ships from England 
and India ; and of foreign merchants and sailors there arc not less than several 
thousands. These sailors are by disposition and habit intractable ; they arc naturally 
unyielding and fierce, and unless they be under the government and restraint of some 
individual, there is a great probability of opposition to, and violation of government 
orders; in which case, although the reprimands of government may be received, and 
the proceeding be carried even as for as the cutting off of the trade, where will be the 
advantage to public affairs ? 

“ We the merchants, providing against the evil, do not dare to go on in a careless 
and trifling manner ; neither do we dare to conceal the business from higher 
authority ; therefore we feel it incumbent on us to look up and enti*eat the governor 
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to look graciously down and consider the commerce between Chinese and foreigners, 
that it may be preserved in mutual tranquillity without disturbance. 

At presenr, the last division of the said nation’s Company’s ships is about to leave 
the port and return home ; we, prostrate, beg that you will condescend to confer an 
edict, enjoining the said nation’s chief, Marjoribanks, early to send a letter home, to 
communicate it to the said nation’s King ; that if hereafter the said nation’s Com- 
pany be dissolved, will there, as heretofore, be appointed a chief to come to Canton, 
to have the general management of the affairs of the said nation’s foreign merchants 
and ships which come to Canton ? If no such chief come to Canton, there will be no 
concentrated responsibility; and since, if the said nation’s country ships and foreign 
merchants come to Canton to trade, the ships being many, and the men not few, in 
the event of any silly, foolish, ignorant opposition to and violation of the commands 
of Government, after all, who will be responsible ? 

The Celestial Empire’s laws and regulations are awfully strict, and will not admit 
of the least infraction. The said nation must be ordered to make previous and safe 
arrangements ; then hereafter public affairs will have a head to revert to, and respon- . 
sibility will not fall upon bystanders. Thus it may be hoped the commerce of the 
foreign merchants may go on tranquilly, and when the time conies to act, excuses be 
prevented. 

Whether our simple obscure views be right or not, we, prostrate, submit and wait 
till they be examined, the request granted, and orders given to be obeyed. This is 
really both just and expedient. Should we have to give thanks for the favour of com- 
pliance, we, the merchants, will wait till we receive the important commands, and 
forthwith respectfully transcribe them,, and communicate the orders, &c.” 

This coming before me, the Governor, according to the proof it affords, I tiave 
examined, and thus decide. 

The Etiglisli nation has heretofore appointed a chief to come to Canton for the 
general management of commercial dealings. If, indeed, after the 13th year, the 
time of the Company be fulfilled, and it he dispersed, the said nation no doubt ought, 
as before, to oppoiiit a chief to conic to Canton to manage. But wliat is said in the 
present .statement about separation or dissolution of the Company, is merely report 
iieard by the said merchants. Whether it be really true or not still remains uncertain. 
However, that which is stated arises from public motives concerning the future, ami 
it is incumbent to make previous arrangements. 

As the above-named statement has been presented, I unite the circumstances, and 
hereby issue an order to the said (Hong) merebunts, that they may forthwith enjoin 
my commands on the said nation’s chief, early to send a letter home, that if, indeed, 
after the 13th year of Taou Kwang the Company be dissolved, it will, us heretofore, 
be incumbent to deliberate, and appoint a chief who understands tlie business to come 
to Canton for the general management of the commercial dealings, by which means 
affairs may be prevented from going to confusion, and benefits remain to commerce. 
Oppose not ! Hasten, hasten ! 


Taou Kwang, 10th year, I2th moon, 3d day. 
(January 16, 1831.) 


These are the commands. 
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Extract LETFEE from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of Directors, 

dated 26th January 1831. 

Para. 2. Wk avail ourselves of this the latest despatch of the season, a season the 
early conclusion of which is, we believe^ without a precedent, to offer to your 
Honourable Court some observations in reference to the pfeneral system on which 
your affairs in this country are conducted. Previously to doiiig%o, we beg to 
acknowledge the recei|)t of your separate instructions, under date the 26th of May, by 
the Honourable Company's chartered ship Ann and Amelia, to express our acknow- 
ledgments for tlie conhdence which you have been pleased to repose in us, and to 
assure you that no endeavour on our part shall be wanting to prove that that conh- 
dcnce has not been misplaced. 

3. On our accession to the situation which we now fill, an impression was evi- 
denlly made on the mind of the. Chinese government, and very generally existed 
in Canton, that as the conduct of our predecessors in the^ past season was charac- 

^ terized by an opposition to its Inclination, the course which we pursued would be 
marked by an implicit obedience to its wmII. In the intercourse which we have 
\ had with the Canton authorities, it became therefore most desirable to evince to 
«hem that such was neither our own disposition, nor consistent with the commands 
of those wliom we represented. 

4. We have already stated to your Honourable Court, that it will remain our 
anxious endeavour to preserve in uninterrupted tranquillity our relations with the 
Chinese government; and that we believe this imnortant end will be best attained 
by a cundiiot temperate, yet firm and decided. We feel that we cannot too often 
repeat, that our national credit and commercial Interest are, in China, so strictly 
and closely allied, that no injury can be indicted on tlie one, without immediate 
reaction on the other. We feeJ satisfied that ibis union has been maintained by the 
existence of your exclusive privileges, and that the high name and reputation of the 
Eust-lndia Company have enabled its representatives, in defiance of the threats of 
despotism, and in opposition to the oppressions of corrupt government, to preserve 
an independence of character, which without such representation British mercantile 
interests in China could never have enjoyed. 

5. We mention this in no tone of exultation, for we are loo ready 'to admit that our 
country, whether in the person of its ambassador, or in that of any other representa- 
tive, has never yet received that consideration from the Chinese government to which 
it is entitled ; but we mention it as an admission due to truth, when we contrast our 
present condition with what it would have been, had British commercial interests 
been distracted by individual competition, and the preservation of iiaiioiiul character 
been abandoned to persons whose undivided object was the profits arising from their 
tracie, 

6. We feel convinced that this never can be the sole object of your Honourable 
Court> or of your servants in this country. We never will sacrifice Important interests 
to the attainment of inferior ends; but we never will sacrifice a strict adherence to 
principle for the attainment of any ends whatever. In adopting such a course of 
conduct, we believe we shall only discharge our duty. 

7* VVe feel confident that the general principles which we have laid down for our 
guidance, will meet the approbation of ’your Honourable Court. We at the same 
time admit, that the very peculiar character of this goverunient, and the rigid nature 
of its institutions, must bo borne in remembrance. We believe that its violent and 
dictatorial proclamations are often a tribute which its authorities are compelled to pay 
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to national vanity ; they are many of them daily issued and disregarded. But how* 
ever intemperate they may be in language, nothing is further from our inclination than 
to enter into such competition with them. In this respect we trust that the Chinese 
government may long surpass us. 

8. We conceive that temperance of expression, as well as just allowance for 
national prejudices, is perfectly consistent with firmuess of conduct; nor will we 
suffer any pruclaiimtions, however irritating, to lead us to imitate what we are our* 
selves so ready to condemn. In confirmation of the advantage arising from this 
course, we may quote in example au occurrence of the present season, when the 
governor of Canton addressed to us a proclamation denouncing punishment, and even 
death against Mr. Baynes, the late chief of the Factory, claiming a right of inter* 
Terence with the appointment of your servants In China, and containing many other 
most intemperate expressions. 

9. In our reply, we took the liberty of acquainting his excellency, that we pre- 
sumed he had proceeded on a total misinformation in respect to the English character, 
which was at ail tinles incapable of being affected by threatening language ; tiiat we 
never could be, under aiw circumstances, susceptible of such an influence ; that we ^ 
<listinctly disclaimed all Chinese right of interference with the nomination of Com- 
pany’s servants ; and that the terms which he had used towards Mr. Baynes were to/ 
us altogether unintelligible, as applicable to any English authority. We expressed \j 
him at the same time, our wish at all times to address him with the res|)ect due to the 
eminent situation which he filled.' We received a reply from his excellency in very 
modified terms and temperate language. 

10. The experience which your Honourable Court lias had of the Chinese charac- 
ter in the history of the past intercourse of your servants with this eountry, will 
forcibly suggest how im|)ossible it is to apply to it the principles which regulate the 
governments of other civilized nations ; tfaose which peculiarly belong to it as 
influencing our situation here, are its exclusive nationality, its corrupt con.(«tituiion, 
its anxiety to preserve unimpaired British intercourse with China, and its apprehen- 
sion of what might be the consequences, were that intercourse, by any act of own, 
internipted. 

11. To its nationality must be attributed that tone of haughty dictation which in 
common with most oriental governments it assumes, which is most conspicuous in 
official proclamations, issued frequently without any expectation, often without any 
wish, that they should be attended to. To its corruption much more serious evils 
must he ascribed, which affect our commercial interests in the continual oppressions 
of ail natives connected with foreign trade : but upon its anxiety to preserve amicable 
relations, and its apprehension of the consequences were these suspended, wc believe 
we must principally depend for its favourable disposition. It is well aware of the 
advantages which result to China from British commerce; it is equally convinced of 
the power and resources of a nation conducting a foreign trade of such important 
magnitude ; while the near approach of the confines of your Indian empire to that 
of China has excited sensations which will only tend to induce it to draw still closer 
the restrictions of its exclusive policy. 

12. We believe that the existence of a powerful imd influential body in your repre- 
sentatives in this country has opposed the only check to the evils and embarrassments 
to which foreign commerce is continually exposed. We believe that no effectual 
remedy will be found for them until it suit the purposes or policy of Great Britain to 
assume in its turn the attitude of dictation, which would readily demonstrate the 
weakness of this government. We do not hesitate to express this opinion, though we 
wish your Honourable Court to believe that the possession of such an opinion can in 

no 
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no wise alter our resolution to conduct your affairs in this country in a conciliatory 
'^and amicable spirit. 

13. It is with much satisfaction that we inform your Honourable Court that wc sec 

before us only a prospect of uninterrupted tranquillity, the principal foundation of Company’s Trade- 
which is the regularity of system which the concentrated influence of the Company ^ 

has established, and the advantages of which have lately been distinctly acknowledged * 

by the Chinese government itself, in a public proclamation, which we have the honour * 

to transmit by the present despatch. By this it appears that the Hong merchants had 
represented to the governor of Canton, that in a few years the East-lndia Company 
would be dissolved, and it was reported that some changes might take place in the 
mode ill which English commerce with China had hitherto been conducted. 

14. It would appear that his excellency viewed it in the light of a mere report ; but 
from his observations it is evident that the Chinese government would not consent to 
acknowledge any other authority than that to which for a long series of years they 
had been acciistonied, which combined a commercial with^a political control, it is 
rarely and reluctantly that the government of China interferes with affairs beyond the 
precincts of its own dominion ; the public proclamation in question may therefore be 
received as a |)owerful indication of the interest which it takes in British coinnierce, 

^ Hjid the opposition it would offer to any material change in the system under whicli it 
had hitherto been conducted. , 

15. The wealthy and most respectable Hong merchants express themselves in terms 
of great upprehctision of the confusion and embarnissments which would inevitably 
be the result, were a number of small ships and the numerous individuals who would 
necessarily be concerned with them, to be permitted to resort to Canton. The Hong 
merchants have addressed to your Honourable Court a letter upon this subject, whicli, 
accompanied with a translation, we have likewise the honour to forward by' the pre- 
sent despatch. Wc beg distinctly to state that the idea of addressing your Honourable 
Court originated entirely with themselves. 

16. We have seen it asserted that the exclusive privileges of the Company have 
preserved the monopoly of the Hong merchants, and prevented the trade in Canton 
6‘oin becoming one of free competition. We believe that uo assertion was ever more 
unfounded, and that the power and influence of the Company have presented tlie only 
obstacle to the Hong having long ago become a closely restricted government 
monopoly. 

17. It Is only within these few days that the Hong merchant Howqua, the most 
wealthy and intelligent member of the body, stated to us the great advantages which 
would result to himself and colleagues, from a free trade to this country, could they 
be secure against the certain embarrassments and confusion which would arise from it. 

His observation was to this effect : Do you think that the Hong merchants know so 
little of their own interest, as not to take advantage of the individual competition of 
British merchants with each other, and make them pay what prices for teas wc thought 
proper?*’ That your representatives here are placed in a very different situation, an 
occurrence which has taicen place within the last few days also, is sufficient to demon- 
strate, wheii we have been enabled, in fixing the prices of the winter teas, before the 
most profitable part of the Company’s investment, to reduce the rate of appreciation, 
by which a gain is exhibited, as contrasted with previous years, of upwards of 
100,000 tales. 

18. We are ready to admit the facilities with which foreign commerce in Canton is 
conducted, arising in part from the great industry and Ingenuity of the people of this 
country, which is strongly contrasted with the corrupt nature and weakness of its 
government. * But these facilities In great measure arise from the confidence which 
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hae been established in commercial dealingi with the Hong merchants^ a confidence 
which we do not find extending itself to other native institutions, an*d which we 
believe has been communicated bv the strict principles on which the affairs of the 
Company have been conducted. ' The word of your representatives in China is always 
received without any written acknowledgment, and even in instances tvhere large 
sums have been owing by the Company, neither bonds nor whiten engagetnents of 
an> kind have been required. 

19. It would be injustice, while adverting to the advantages which have arisen to 

British interests from the existence of the £ast-India Company in China, not to 
ascribe the merit which is justly due to the naval department of its service, more fmr- 
ticularly in. a season where its discipline had been put to no ordinary test, by the resi- 
dence of a hundred and fifty armed men in Canton, as a guard to tlie Factories. The 
duty of your representatives here would be of a very different kind, did we not at all 
times receive from the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships the most ready 
compliance with onr instructions, and did they not possess u knowledge, which expe- 
rience can alone afford, of the character of the Chinese, and of the established routine 
of duty, so essential to be preserved in the delivery and reception of extcnsi\;e 
cargoes. ] 

20. We may here observe, that more embarassment and inconvenience frequently / 
arises to us from one small chartered ship, than from the whole of the Coinpaiiy^s 
regular fleet together : such is the discipline preserved on hoard your ships, tliat iiut- 
witlistaiiding the {Provocations to which the seamen, whose daring and determined 
character is too well known to require observation, are incessantly exposed, not a 
single instance of homicide (with the exception of a Chinese accidentally shot by an 
officer) has occurred for upwards of twenty years j and scarcely a serious disturbaiicr. 
We need not point out to your Honourable Court, that no orders of ours could have 
accomplished this end ; but that we are indebted for it to the character and conduct of 
the officers by whom your ships are commanded. 

21. It becomes our duty to offer our opinion, as to the invaluable nature of so wcIJ 
regulated and respectable a service in this peculiar country. We are aware of its 
expensive ecjuipment when contrasted with the common run of merchant vessels, but 
we are satisfied at the same time, of its* 8U|)erior efficiency. We believe that the lives 
and property embarked on long and distant voyages, are in great coniparative safety ; 
and we are satisfied that notliing has contributed so much to the preservation unim- 
paired of our intercourse with China, as its regular and well-ordered discipline. 

22. We abstain from entering into detail of the numerous arguments which could 
be adduced in favour of the continuance of the exclusive privileges of the Company 
in tlieir trade to China. We have been induced to offer the foregoing observations, 
as suggested by the proclamation of the governor of Canton, and the letter of the 
Hong merchants. One point, however,, which has hitherto escaped attention, but 
which daily forces itself upon our notice, is, that Canton being a place where uo law 
court exists for the recovery to foreigners of pr^^rty due by their own coimtrymeii, 
is Ukely to become a refuge both from India and Europe of brdkep and bankrupt mer- 
chants, who may reside here in safety beyopd the reach of prosecution by* their credi- 
tors. Such a result would inevitably bg tbe consequence of an unlimited resort of 
British subjects to Canton; and we cannot. p 9 iot put in too strong terms, the serious 
injury both to our national character and commercial interests, which would neces- 
sarily arise from the residence here of men bankrupt in property and character. 

23. Having lately observed assertions very boldly advanced in evidence before the 
House of Commons East-India Committee, of tl|e success wliich had attended & forced 
trade on the coast of China, we were apprehensive that your Honourable Court must 

have 
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have deemed us extremely remiss, in not having brought the circumstance peculiarly TRADE, 
to your notice. As much of the information in question .was, however, new to us, — 

we have made every inquiry of the agent, a man of most respectable character, who Suspension of 
was mentioned as principally concerned in it. The reply which we received from Companjs Trade. 

him, and which now lies in writing before us was, that ** the evidence is a tissue of 

inaccuracies.” Did this require further confirmation, it might be found in the fact, Select Committee s 

that such adventures have not been persevered in. • Letter to the 

Court. 

24. Understanding that the ship Merope” bad in this last season 'proceeded 
along the coast, we applied to an intelligent British agent who had been interested 
in the voyage, for any information which he possessed upon the subject. We quote 
from Ids reply, which is before us : “ The accompanying letter fi-Dm Captain Par- 
kyiis will give you a better idea than 1 can of his last unsuccessful expedition to 
the eastward. He saHe<l on the 6th of July, and returned on the 31st of August, with 
tiie loss of all his anchors in a typhoon off Formosa. He liad on board 450 chests 
of opium, of which he sold only about 15,000 or 16,000 dollars' worth, for which 
he received broken dollars. He had no other traffic besides opium ; nor have any 
of the ves^scls which have gone to the eastward, been ever able to deal in any other 
article, unless occasionally in a little saltpetre. No other vessel went to the east- 
ward last year.” Captain Parkyns is a Lieutenant in his Majesty's Navy, and a 
man of intelligence and enterprize, and not a likely person to fail where others had 
succeeded. His letter above nieiitioncd« which we have before us, is a private one, 
describing the dangers which he cncountoned, aud the narrow escape which he had 
from shipwreck ; the only allusion to the success of his expedition is the following : 

We have only sold a few chests of opium at but indlflereut prices : Patna 860 dol- 
lars, Benares 870, and Malwa 652.” 

25. Such has been the result of a trade which we perceive is stated in evidence 
hetbre a Parliamentary Coiiuuittee as likely to become one of important magnitude. 

We confess we were in no small degree startled with the boldness of the assertion, 
that the viceroy of a Cliinese province had paid a visit on board a foreign smuggling 
vessel on the coast. 

26. We have already acquainted your Honourable Court with the greatly increased 
extent of the opium trade in China, carried on in defiance of officia^ proclamations, 
under the connivance and. frequently by the very instrumentality of the officers of 
government appointed to put it down. The ships engaged in it now remain anchored 
at the island of Liritin, and in its neighbourhood, throughout the year, unmolested by 
the Chinese war vessels. The traffic is not confined to opium, but extends to articles 
of every description. Reports arc regularly made by the native pilots to the governor 
of Canton of the number of vessels engaged in it. It never can a recognized trade ; 
but it is now to all intents an established one, and affords one of.the most remarkable 
instances in this, or perhaps in any other country, of the weakness and corruption of 
a government. 

27 . The establishment of the trade ut Liiitin has nearly entirely annihilated that of 
the Portuguese at Macao ; the government of which was, we are informed, lately 
desirous of declaring it to be a free port, but was prevented from doing so by the 
interference of the Chinese, who have ever denied any right existing in the Portu- 
guese to the possession of the settlement. It is fast falling to decay, and but for the 
residence of other foreigners, would be little better than a fishing village, inhabited 
by a bigotted and impoverished population. 

28. It is with much satisfaction that, amidst the decline of other foreign trades to 
this country, we have to congratulate your Honourable Court upon that of the Com- 
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China being in a prosperous condition. 

SuspenMouof 29. The American trade with China which we have seen with surprise recom- 
tompany s Trade, mended by some persons as a model for English imitation from the principles on 
^ , whicli it was conducted, has this season exhibited a most remarkable decline. Since 

^ L tte month of June last only six American vessels* have been at Whampoa, the 

etter to the smallest number of any season within our remembrance. The average size of these 

ourt. vessels is about 400 tons. The importation of bullion, formerly so large a brancli of 

trade in American bottoms, has this season been only to the trifling amount of 
56,000 dollars. 

30. Of the Dutch trade to China the following description is given by the Nether- 
lands consuls ill an address to the governor of Canton last season. 

For many years the trade of Holland with the empire of China was considerable. 
Maiiy'ships annually came, bringing goods from Holland, or its colonies, but the 
principal object was always to purchase cargoes entirely the productions of China, 
and I am happy to say that no difliculties have ever existed between the two coun- 
tries. Formerly our connection was advantageous to both parties ; hut since the 
expenses and the duties which are demanded on our ships and our mercliandise, whe- 
ther imports or exports, have considerably increased, the cohong has not preserved f 
the merchants which the government had fixed, from whence it results that conf-' 
iiiorce has become more limited, and its advantages less, and insensibly that of 
Holland has so much diminished, that it h*as become almost nothing.** 

31. Such is the picture of the Dutch trade, given last season by the Netherlands 
consul. The company erected by royal patronage in 1824, has been altogetiier unsuc- 
cessful in its adventures to China, and we are informed from the best authority here, 
has sustained most serious losses. Only one ship belonging to the company, the 

Peter and Karl,** of 300 tons, has come this season to Canton ; there have been 
three other Dutch ships in the river, m. the Zeenianshoop,** still at Whampoa, 
bound for Europe, and the Charlotte,’* of 150 tons, and Experiment,*’ of 188 
tons, traders between Java and China. 

32. The French trade with China is now on too reduced a scale to be regarded as 

an important branch of national commerce. There have been five vessels here this 
season under the French flag besides the corvette Favorite,** of which the 

following is a brief description : 

Euphemie,** 614 tons, lost at Lintin ; brought cloves from Bourbon. 

“ Camille,’* 400 tons, from Havre ; brought 200 bales French broad cloth, of lighter 
texture than English, but nearly of same quality ; received a mixed return of teas 
and other goods. 

Fletes,” 220 tons, from and to San Bias; brought dollars for purchase of return 
cargo of silk. 

La Rose,*’ 390 tons, came in ballast ; is now in the river receiving a return 
cargo of tea, about 3,500 chests, and silks, on account of an American merchant, by 
whom she is freighted. 

Courier de 8t. Denis,” 390 tons ; brought cloves from Bourbon, received a 
return cargo of lacquer- M*are, Ac. to the value of about 2ft000 dollars. 


* Ship Alert. 

Brig Delight 

Ship New Jersey . . 


Tons. 

S97 

230 

514 


Tons. 

Ship Panama 465 

— — Franklin 395 

Walter 475 


33. The 
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33. Tlie SpaiiUh trade with China is now almost too insignificant to make mention 
of, being confined to the traffic in vessels of very small burthen between Manilla and 
Macao. The Spaniards possess the nominal privilege of trading with Amoy, in the 
province of Fokieii, but when attempted have been so subjected to the oppressive 
exactions of the government, that they have been compelled to abandon it. Within 
these few M ceks the principal Spanish authority In China has publicly advertised the 
bankruptcy of the firm with which he was connected. 

34. We liave entered into these few particulars of tiie trade as now carried on by 
other foreign nations with China, being anxious to place your Honourable Court in 
possession of its present condition. The American commerce will probably again 
revive, but the depression under which it suffers is attended with most serious losses 
to Chinese merchants who had speculated on its continuance. As far as a tea invest- 
ment is concerned, good teas would never be brought from the provinces where they 
are produced, to meet so fluctuating a demand. Wc believe it has been of late years 
only the regular demand of the Company which has ensured a corresponding regular 
supply ; we mean of teas of a sound and good f|uality. 


WILLIAM CARTER, 

East-lndia House, Assistant Secretary. 

29th August, 1831. 


Appendix, No. 19* 


Corn s or Extracts of all Despatches sent to India by the Court of 
Directois since the passing of the Act .53 Geo. 111. c. 155, relating to the 
Reduction of the Customs and Inland Duties in India, and of the 
Proceedings had thereupon. 


BENGAL : — Sicparatk Department of Customs. 

Our Cover nor- General in Council, at Fort William, in Bengal. 

29 July 1814. 

Para. 1. In consequence of the 25th, 98th, and 99tli sections of the Act 53 Geo. HI. 
c. 155, we have been lately occupied in revising the existing regulalion.s respecting 
the customs and duties payable on importation, exportation and transit, for the pur- 
pose of equalizing the public burthens, and giving every possible facility to the trade 
of India. In conveying to you our instructions on this important subject, we shall 
confine ourselves, on the present occasion, to the trade between India and this 
country, as it may be curried on under tiie late Acts of Parliament. 

2. The duties on the foreign trade, as well as the rules by which that trade is 
governed, are to remain on the present footing until all the arrangements consequent 
upon the treaties of peace shall have been completed. 

3. With respect to exports from the United Kingdom to India, in British registered 
ships, or India-built ships trading under the provisions of the 30th section of the Act 

53 Geo. 
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63 Geo. III. c. 153, and the subsequent acts containing those proTisiotis, we 'direct, 
with a view to encourage the export of the staples and marine stores of Great Britain, 
that the import duties now payable in India on the importation of the under- 
mentioned articles shall be abolished, if the articles be inifiorted from Great Britain 
or Ireland in British ships or Indian-built ships, as aforesaid. 

On woollens, including cloths of sorts, blankets, hose, Guernsey shirts, caps, and 
every article iiianufactiired from woollens or worsted, thread or yarn. 

On metals, whether copper, tin, iron, steel, or lead, the produce of the United 
Kingdom. 

On canvass, cordage, and other marine stores, the produce or manufacture of the 
United Kingdom. 

4. But the articles above mentioned, If imported otherwise than according to the 
provisions of the acts regulating the direct and circuitous trade between the United 
kingdom and India, are to pay the present duties. 

5. Other exports from the United Kingdom to Bengal, of articles the produce or 
manufacture of the United Kingdom, to pay a duty of^^ (two and a half) percent, 
only : but all articles being the produce or manufacture of foreign Europe, to pay a 
duty of 5 (live) per cent. 

6. As an exception, however, to the foregoing rule, wc deem it expedient tMt 
wines and spirits shall continue to pay the present rates of chity. 

The duties directed to be levied In the preceding [paragraphs having been paid at 
any one port, the articles so paying to be exempt h*om any further duty upon transit 
from port to port. 

7« With respect to duties on exports, the produce of Bengal, in British and Ipdian 
ships, to the United Kingdom and to foreign ports, we think it expedient to prescribe 
the following modifications. 

8. Indigo, the province and manufacture 'of our own territories, to be allowed a 
drawback on exportation in British-built or Indian-built ships trading with this 
country, directly or circuitously, under the late acts,. equal to the whole amount of 
ihe duty previously paid. 

9. 'Indigo, the produce of the territory of any native prince, is to be allowed the 
same drawback only as the produce of our own provinces, although the duty paid 
may have been higher. 

10.. We desire it may be clearly understood that the drawbacks are to attach only 
to exports by sea to tlie United Kingdom, and are by no means to be granted on the 
carriage of indigo to any foreign settlement in Asia. 


11. A drawback of the whole duty to be also allowed jon cotton-wool, hemp, and 
sunn, the produce of auy part of India, upon exportation to the United Kingdom. 

19. On all other articles of export, including saltpetre, such a drawback to be 
allowed on export as will leave a duty upon the export, in no case exceeding 2^ (two 
and a half) per cent. 

13. Nothing in oiir present orders is to be construed to affect the inland and transit 
duties, payable under Bengal Regulation IX, 1810, and Regulation I, 1812, except in 
regard to cotton-'wool, the duty on which must be reduced, so as not to exceed 5 per 
cent, upon the value. 

14. You are requested to state for our own information on what footing the ships 
and vessels belonging to native powers, Asiatic or African, stand in regard to the 
payment of duties on imports and exports; whether in this respect they arc on the 

footing 
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footing of British or foreign European bottoms, anil whether any distinction is mack* 
between the different Asiatic and African flags. 

15. We direct that no higher duties shall be levied at Madras on India produce 
exported, or European produce imported, than those which we have already pre- 
scribed for Bengal ; and that the same principle should be applied to tiie internal 
transit duty upon cotton. 

16. The perplexity in the Regulations to which wc called tlie attention of the Go- 
vernor in Council at Fort St. George, in our corniiiercial letter of the 0th February 
last, is necessarily occasioned, in part, by the mixture of the inland and sea duties, 
and by the dift'erent rates established at the presidency and at the out-port^. 1'his 
defect, however, may be reinetlied, in some degree, by the formation of tables of duties 
and drawbacks, to be annexed to the Madras Custom Regulations, similar to those 
annexed to Bengal Regulation 111, 1811. 
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VJ. Clauses*, Section XIV., of Madras Regulation I, 1812, is obscurely worded ; 
but if it was thereby intended to exempt the Com|)any*s Commerce from the payment 
of duties, it must be rescinded, as incompatible with the provision contained in the 
24th section of the Act 5<3 Geo. Ill, c. 155. 

• 18. Section VllI- of Madras Regulation IV. of 1812, must likewise be repealed, iti 
conformity with the orders conveyed in the 63d paragraph of our political dc.s^patch, 
dated 23d February, 1813. 

19. Wc have been surprised and greatly displeased to And that the orders contained 
in our separate letter, dated the 3d August, 1808, enjoining the imposition on the 
trade of foreigners of double the amount of duty payable by British subjects, never 
have been carried into effect by the government of Bombay. A Resolution, indeed, 
stands recorded on the Public (>onsuItatioi]s of the Governor in Council at that Pre- 
.sidency, ordering the custom-master to draft and submit, without delay, a specific 
Regulation in conformity with our instructions; but no such Regulation has ever 
been transmitted ; you wdll, tliereforc, desire the Governor in Council at Bombay 
foitbwitli to repair this omission, and to explain the reasons why our former orders 
have been disregarded. 

20. Tlie general instructions ^ve have already given respecting the rates of duties 
at Madras, are to be considered as equally applicable to Bombay ; but it is to be 
distinctly uixlerstood in both cases, that these instructions are not to be construed n* 
authorizing the increase of any existing duty, wdiatever may be its present relative 
proportion to that which is established at Fort William, but that the Bengal rate is 
to be a maximum wliich is not on any account to be exceeded at a subordinate Pre- 
sidency. 

21 . Copies of this despatch will be forwarded to the governments of Fort St. George 
and Bombay respectively; but you will not fail to make such coinmunicatioiis to the 
Ollier Presidcncie.s, may appear conducive to the proper execution ot our instruc- 
tions ^ and when the Regulations for the subordinate Presidencies shall be framed, 
with reference to the principles above laid down, and the observations already made, 
they must be transmitted tor your consideration ; and you arc hereby directed to 
communicate whatcv'cr remarks npon them you may deem advisable, giul what mo- 
difications yon may think fit. ^fliese suggestions iiitist be taken into consideration, 
and such amendments made in consequence as may appear to the subordinate govern- 
ments 


^ “ Articles of European imports sold at the Company’s sales shall pass free on the produc- 

tion of a certificate • to that effect ; also goods, the property of the honourable Company, on a 
certificate from the proper officer.” 
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ments to be right, and should they see grounds of objection to any modification 
suggested by you, they must state the objection for your forther deliberation. 

92. Our orders, in regard to the reduction of duties and allowances of drawbacks, 
are to be forthwith carried into effect by the authorities in India, without further 
reference to us; but any modification or regulation not specificully authorized in this 
despatch, must be submitted to us previously to its promulgation in India. 

We are your affectionate friends. 


(Signed) W. F. Elphinstonk. 

J. Inglis. 

J. Jackson. 

J. B. Taylor. 

S. Davis. 

J. Danikli. 

London, 29 July, 1814. J. A. Bannkrman. 

HKVKNUe. 


D. Scott. 

A. Allan. 

S. Toonk. 

C. JMarjoribanks. 
J. Hudlf>ton. 
it. C. Plowdkn. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the 
United Company of McrchaiPts of England trading to the Ea.«t-lndies. ^ 

Honourable Sirs: 26th August 1815. 

Ws have the honour to transmit to you (eight) copies of a Regulation* tliis day 
passed by us, for the purpose of carrying into effect the instructions contained in 
your honourable Court’s letter of the 29th July 1814, respecting a modification, in 
certain instances, of the duties hitherto established on imports and exports. 

2. On the 10th February 1815, shortly after the receipt of the above-mentioned 
letter, we directed the Board of Revenue to prepare for our consideration the draft 
of a Regulation for modifying the duties of customs, on the principles prescribed by 
your honourable Court ; the draft of the Regulation required was brought under our 
consideration at the meeting of Council, holderi on the date specified in the margin, f 
when we requested the governments of Fort St. George and Bombay to eomnniiii- 
cate to IIS the rules which they might think should be adopted in pursuance of the 
instructions above noticed ; copies of the letter and of its enclosures, from the Board 
of Revenue, submitting that Regulation, and of the letter which we in consequence 
addressed to the governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, are enclosed for the 
information of your honourable Court. 

3. On the 5th of April we received a letter from the government of Bombay, 
informing us that they had, immediately on the receipt of your instruction.s, reduced 
the former rates to the prescribed standard, although they hud not deemed it advis- 
able to alter the existing Regulations, until they should be furnished with our senti- 
ments on the draft transmitted by them for that purpose. 

4. ^ A copy of the correspondence which has passed between that government and 
us, is enclosed, for the information of your honourable Court. 

5. The government of Fort St. George has, we understand, followed the same, or 
nearly the same course, but we have not yet received any official communication 
from them on the subject, 

6. Copies of two letters addressed by us to the government of Fort St. George, on 
the 5tli instant and the present date, are enclosed lor the information of your honour- 
able Court. 

7. Not 

♦ Regulation IV. 1816. f 25 March 1815. 
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7* Not deeming ourselves warranted, under the circumstances above detailed, to 
suspend any longer the establishment of the rates of duty prescribed by your honour > 
able Court, we have this day passed, as already noticed, the Regulation, of which the 
enclosed are copies, for the purpose of giving eflfect to your instructions. 

8. Ill pursuing the course described in a preceding part of this despatch, we con- 
ceived it to have been your intention that the different governments in India should 
form in concert an uniform and consistent plan for the collection of the Customs 
on the principles prescribed by your honourable Court, and that Regulations should 
then be passed siniultaiieou^ily at the different presiilencies for the purpose of giving 
effect to your instructions. It will appear from the above recital, that we proceeded 
in the discharge of the duty committed to us as fast as the ordinary forms of office 
would permit ; and we confess that we never could persuade ourselves of the neces- 
sity of accomplishing the object in view otherwise than in the ordinary form of a 
legislative enactment, after mature deliberation and an unreserved interchange of 
sentiments on this important subject. The governments of Fort St. George and 
Bombay having, however, taken a different view of the subject, it will of course rest 
with your honourable Court to judge whether they or ourselves have put the right 
interpretation on your instructions. 

9. As immediately connected with the subject of this despatch, we enclose copies 
of fVmr letters addressed to iis by some of the merchants of Calcutta, soliciting that 
the Regulation which might be eventually passed should have a retrospective ope- 
ration, and of the replies which wc deemed it proper to make to those letters. This 
correspondence appears to merit the particular notice of your honourable Court. 

10. With reference to the 14th paragraph of your Honourable Court’s letter on the 
subject of the footing on which the ships and vessels belonging to native powers, 
Asiatic or African, stand in regard to the payment of duties on imports and exports, 
we beg leave to refer your honourable Court to our despatch of the 9th of August 
1811,^ in which it is stated, that the sliips and vessels above alluded to are on the 
same footing, with British ships pay the same duties on imports and exports ; and 
that no distinction exists in that respect between Asiatic and African Flags. 

11. The accompunying Regulation contains some rules of minor importance, for 
the conduct of the duties of the Custom-house, not connected with the instructions 
of your honourable Court, but founded on suggestions received from time to time 
from the Board of Revenue. 

We have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 

(Signed) N, B. Kdmonstonb. 

Arciiihai.d Skton. 

Fort William, 26tli August 1815. G. Dowoksweix. 
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A. 0. 1815. — Regulation IV. 

A REGULATION for modifying some of the Provisions at present in force for the 
collection of Customs on certain articles of commerce, in the territories imme- 
diately dependent on the Presidency of Fort William : passed by the Vice- 
President ill Council, on the 26th August 1815 ; corresponding with the 12th 
Bhadduon, 1222, Bengal era; the 7th Bhaddoon, 1222, FiiNsily; the 13tli 
Bliaddooii, 1222, Willuity; the 6th Bhaddoon, 1872, Sumbut; and the 20th 
Ramzan, 1230, Hijree. 


Preamble : — Whkrkas it has been considered expedient, with a view to encourage 
the exportation of the staples and marine stores of Great Britain, tliat the import 
duties now payable at this presidency on sundry articles should be abolished, pro- 
vided that the articles be Imported from Great Britain or Ireland, on British regis- 
tered ships, or Indlan-biiilt ships, trading under the provisions of the 30th section of 
the Act 53 Geo. 111. c. 155, and other subsequent Acts; and that the duties on other 
articles, being the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, should be modified; and w'hereas it has further been deemed expedient 
to modify and alter the duties now levied on goods, being the produce of the British 
territories under this presidency, on their exportation to the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland on British and Indian-built ships, and to make certain otlTer 
alterations in the Regulations for the collection of the customs ; the following Rules 
have therefore been enacted, to be in force throughout the territories immediately 
subject to the presidency of Fort William from the date of the enactnient of this 
Regulation* 

Imports. 

II. Woollens, including cloths of sorts, blankets, hose, Guernsey shirts, caps, and 
generally ail articles manufactured from wool or worsted, thread or yarn, which may 
be imported from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland on British regis- 
tered ships, or Indian- built ships, trading under the provisions of the30tli section of the 
Act 53 Geo. III. c. 155, and other Acts containing similar provisions, shall be exempt 
from duty, anything contained in any former Uegiilation to the contrary uutwith- 
standiog. 

III. Copper, tin, iron, steel, lend, and nli other metals in an iinmaniifactiired state, 
being xhe produce of the United Kingdom, if imported in the manner specified in the 
preceding section, shall also be exempt from duties. 

IV. Canvas, cordage, and other marine stoics, being the produce or manufacture 
of the United Kingdom, if imported in the manner specified in section 2, shall be 
exempt from duties. 

V. Fii'iit. All articles, the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, not 
specified in the preceding sections (with the exception hereafter stated), on impor- 
tation at the ports of Calcutta, Balasore or Chittagong, shall be cliarge<i with a duty 
of (2^) two and a half per cent., to be adjusted according to the provisions established 
by Regulation IX, 1810, or any other Regulation in force. 

Second. All articles, the produce or manufacture of foreign Europe (with the 
exception of wities and spirits), on importation at the ports of Calcutta, Chittagong 
or Balasore, on British registered ships, or India-built ships, trading under the pro- 
visions of the 30ih section of the Act 53 Geo. III. c. 155, and other subsequent Acts, 
shall be subject to a duty of five per cent. 

Third. Wines and spirits of every description, imported from Great Britain or Ire- 
land, shall continue sulycct to the same rate of duty with which they are chargeable 
^nder Kegulatim IX of 1810, and any other existing Regulations. 

VI. It 
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VI. It is to be clearly understood, that the articles specified in the preceding scc- 
^ tioiKs if imported otherwise than according to the provisions of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment regulating the direct and circuitous trade between the United Kingdom and 
India, shall continue subject to the payment of the duties now in force under the 
existing Regulations. 

VII. If the established duties on goods specified in the preceding sections shall 
have been paid at any port in the territories subject to the British Government in 
India, no further duty shall be levie<l upon their transit from port to port, within the 
same territories. A regular certificate of such payment^ under the signature of the 
principal oflicer of the custom-house at which such duties may have been levied, 
shall be furnished to the collector of customs, or other proper officer, at every port 
to which such goods may be brought after the first payment of duties. 
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VIII. First. Indigo, tho produce and manufacture of the territories im mediately 
dependant on the presidency of Fort William, shall be allowed a drawback on expor- 
tation on British registered ships, or on Indian-built ships trading with the United 
Ki(^gdom of Great Britain and Ireland, directly or circuitously, under the provisions 
of the Act of the 53 Geo. 111., and subsequent Acts, equal to the whole amount of the 
duty payable under the existing Regulations. 

Second. Indigo, the produce and manufacture of the territories of his Highness the 
Vizier, or of any other native power, shall be allowed a drawback at the same rate 
only as that article, the produce and manufacture of the British territories, although 
tlie duty levied may have been higher. 

Third. It is to be clearly understood that the drawbacks mentioned in the two pre- 
ceding clauses are to be allowed only on indigo exported by sea to the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and that no drawback will be allowed on the 
carriage of indigo to any foreign settlement in Asia. 

IX. On cotton-wool, hemp and sunn, the produce of any part of India, a drawback 
of tlie whole amount of duty shall be allowed on exportation to the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 


X. On the exportation to the United Kingdom of all other articles, including salt- 
petre, which are liable to duty under existing Regulations, such a drawback shall be 
allowed as may reduce the duty actually receivable by government to (2i) two and a 
half per cent. ; but no drawback shall be allowed iii any instance unless the applica- 
tion for drawback shall be made at the time when the goods are exported. 


XL Section 5, Regulation VI, 1814, is hereby rescinded. It is however declared, 
that all applications for drawbacks shall be accompanied by tlie rowannah or rowan- 
nahs covering the goods intended to be exported, as provided in Section 20, Regula- 
tion I. 1812. 


XII. In modification of tln^ rules contained in clause Ist, Section 12, Regulation IX, 
1810, and Section 3, Regulation I, 1812, it is hereby declared that the amount of 
inland or transit duty to be levied on cotton-wool, both in its cleaned and unclcaned 
state, shall not exceed five per cent, upon the value ; under this modification, there- 
fore, the fixed rates of twelve aunas per maund in its cleaned state, and four annas 
in its uncleaned state per maund of ninety*-six Calcutta sicca weight, will be reduced 
to a rate equal to five per cent, on the value, whenever the rates before specified may 
exceed that amount. 

XIII. With the above exceptions, it is hereby declared that nothing contained in the 

present 
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present Regulation is to be construed to affect the inland and transit duties payable 
under the provisions of Regulation IX^ 1810, and Regulations I, and XIX, 1812, and 
Regulation VI, of 1814. 

XIV. First. Nothing contained in this Regulation is intended to apply to the trade 
conducted on foreign bottoms, the duties on which, as specified in the existing Regu- 
lations, as well as the rules by which that trade is governed, are to remain on their 
present footing until all the arrangements consequent on the treaties of peace shall 
have been completed. 

Second. Neither is anything contained in this Regulation intended to apply to 
deposits made previously to the date of this Regulation for the payment of duties on 
goods imported ; the accounts of which have not yet been adjusted. All deposits 
made previous to the date of this Regulation shall he adjusted according to the exist- 
ing rates of duties. 


BENGAL : — Separate Department op Customs. 

Our Governor-General In Council, at Fort William in Bengal. 

28tli December 1814. 

Para. I. In our separate despatch (department of Customs) of the 29th July last, 
we conveyed to you our instructions respecting the rates of duties hereafter to be 
charged on imports and exports. 

2. Our attention has since been turned to the mode in which the real value of goods 
is to be ascertained, with a view to the collection of the ad valorem duties ; hut we 
are not yet prepared to give you any specific directions on this head ; you will there- 
fore carry our former instructions into effect in the manner which shall appear to you 
best calculated to prevent an evasion of the duties on the one hand, and on the other 
to occasion the least possible perplexity and vexation to the merchants. 

3. In the exercise of the discretion with which you are thus vested, wo would 
merely suggest for your consideration, whether the late method of collecting the ad 
valorem duties in this country might not be adopted by you with advantage. By that 
method the merchant was called upon to declare his own valuation of the goods 
entered at the Custom-house, and the collector was authorized, in cases where he was 
of opinion that the goods were undervalued, to take them on paying an advance of 
£10 per cent, on valuation. It is po.ssible, however, that you may find an 
adherence to the mode hitherto In use in India, of adding a certain pcr-centage to the 
invoice price, preferable to any other. But on this subject we desire to have a par- 
ticular communication of your sentiments. 

4. In any case in which you may find it more convenient to apportion the duty to 
weight or quantity than to value, you are at liberty to do so. 

5. For the purpose of definitively fixing the rates at which foreign coins or money 
of account are to be estimated in Indian currency at the Custom-houses in India, in 
establishing a valuation of goods, and iii piwing the duties thereon, should it he deemed 
advisable to adhere to the present mode of making the invoice price the basis of that 
valuation, you are directed to revise the table of exchanges annexed to section 60, 
of Regulation IX, 1810: and should you think it expedient to make any alterations 
therein, you will submit them for our consideration. In the mean time, the payments 
are to be regulated by the table as it now stands. 

6. As it appears that the system of internal duties prevalent within the territories 

of 
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of Fort St, George, is essentially different from that which, after an elaborate invest!- 
" gation, has been introduced in Bengal, particularly in reference to the multiplicitv of 
articles of consumption among the natives, which, in the former, are subjectecf to 
duties; we desire that you will, in conjunction with the government of Fort St. George, 
take into your consideration the propriety of applying to that presidency the principles 
which you have adopted ; and you will, on the earliest occasion, report to us upon 
the subject. 

7* We are extremely desirous that the internal duties should not have the effect 
of diminishing the consumption, or materially obstructing the free transport of any 
article among the natives, whether of their own consumption or manufacture, or 
imported by sea, except such as may be injurious to their health or morals: and we 
therefore desire that, in any case in which you have reason to apprehend that these 
eifecN are produced by the present rate of duty, under either presidency, you will 
give orders for reducing the duty to such a rate as the article will easily bear. The 
increased quantity subjected to taxation, owing to the removal of the burthen, will, 
we trust, ill most cases counterbalance the reduction of the rate, so as to prevent any 
deficiency in the revenue. 

We are your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) W. F. ELpniNS'roNX, 

John Inglis, 

John Morris, 

John Jackson, 

London, 28th December 1814. David Scott, 

S. Toonk, 

C. Marjoribanks, 


A. Aldan, 

S. Davis, 

Robrrt Clkrk, 

H. Lindsay, 

J. A. Bannkrman, 
J. Hudleston, 

J. Pattison. 
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BENGAL: — Sbparatb Department of Customs. 

Our Governor- General in Council, at Fort William in Bengal. 

27 th November 1816. 

Para. 1. We have received your letter in this department, dated the 26th August 
1815, in reply to our despatch of the 29th July 1814, directing the modification, in 
various instances, of the duties, as then established, on the trade between India and 
the United Kingdom. 

2. You explain to us in your letter the course of proceeding which you adopted in 
consequence of our instructions, and notify the transmission of copies of a Regula- 
tion passed by the Vice-President and Council on the 26th August 1815, for the 
purpose of carrying such orders into effect. 

8. We have received from Fort St. George and Bombay advices upon tlie same 
subject, confirming the facts stated in the 3d and 5th paragraphs of your letter, as 
to the course of proceeding followed by those governments in regard to the pre- 
scribed reduction of duties and grants of drawbacks. 

4 . We have observed with regret and dissatisfaction, the delay which took place 
before the government of Fort 8t. George replied to your letter of the 25th March 
1815 ; to this circumstance, probably, may be ascribed the length of time which 
intervened between the receipt of our despatch and the publication of your Regu- 
lation. 


5. We 
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6. We approve of the substance of the answers which you returned to the letters 
addressed to you by the merchants of Calcutta^ soliciting that tbe Regulation slionld 
have a retrospective effect. 

6. We proceed to notice the different sections of tlie published Regulation which 
you have transmitted to us, premising that it is by no means so precise and detailed 
as it ouglit to have been, and that its omissions and defects appear to ns of sufficient 
importance to require amendment. 

7- Upon the preamble we liave no observation to make, except tliat in future 
references to the Act by which Indian-bnilt ships are partially admitted to the pri- 
vileges of British registry, you will notice only the Act 66 Geo. III. c. J 16. 

8. Secdon II. is conformable with our instructions. 


9. Section III. Wc regret that onr instruction on tlie suliject of exempting metals 
from the payment of import duties was not conveyed to yon with sufficient preci- 
sion. Our intention was, that inetaU, wrought or un wrought, the produce or mnnii- 
facture of the United Kingdom, should be exempted from duty on being imported 
into onr ports and settlements in India, in British or Indian registereti ships, trad- 
ing under the provision«i of the Act 63 Geo. 111. e. 155, and tlie subsequent Acts 
regulating the trade between this country and India. The exemption contained in 
this clause must accordingly be extended to the articles enumerated in tiic inurgij;).* 

10. Section IV. should have contained a list of tiic articles which, under the 
denomination of marine stores, are e.\empted from the payment of duly. 

11. The following are the articles enumerated under this head in the Regulation 
passed by tbe Bombay Oovenimeiit ; anti as we see no reason to doubt the uccuraev 
of the list, we desire that, for the sake of uniformity, it be adopted by you : 


Anchors. 

Blocks of sorts. 

Boxes, pump. 

Bunting of sorts. 

Masts and spars of all sorts. 

Bells for ships. 

Canvass of all sorts. 

Copper rings. 

Moui’iiig chains. 

Channel-work for ships. 

Azimuth, hanging, and steering compasses. 
Cordage of all descriptions. 

Deals of sorts. 

Caps tern furniture. 

Time and biiinucle glasses. 

Grapnels. 


Figure-heads. 

Pump hide. 

Kintiedge. 

Lanterns. 

Lines and twine. 

Scupper leather. 
Saii-needles of sorts. 

Spars of sort**. 

Tar and pitch. 

Palm irons. 

Hawse rollers. 

Rosin. 

Slieaves and pins of sorts. 
Speaking trumpetsol sorts. 
Vilry. 

VaiTiisb. 


Cutlery. 

Table and kitchen utensils. 

Trinkets CQmposed wholly or chiefly of 
metals. 

Locks, bolts and hinges. 

Scales and weights. 

Clerks, watches and time-keepers. 

Nails of iron and copper. 

Hatchets, haimnersi saws, and ironmongery 
of all sorts. 

Sheet copper and sheet iron. 


12. Sections 

Wire of iron, brass, steel, silver and gold. 
Lead in sheets, cast or rolled. 

Copper pumps. 

Matnematicm instruments. 

Fire engines. 

Tin ware. 

Shot hr fowfing. 

Bellows. 

Braziery, and generally all others, coming 
under the above description of wrought 
or unwrought metals. 
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12. Sections 6, 6, and 7> conformably to our instructions. It ought, how- 
ever, to have been explicitly declared that the rates of duties prescribed in Section 5. 
Glauses 1 and % were not to operate, in any case whatever, as an imposition or 
increase of duty, but as a reduction of all duties which, at the tiiue^ were fixed at 
a higher rate than 2i per cent, on the value. 

13. Section 8, Clause 1. The drawback, instead of being allowed only on 

indigo, the produce and manufacture of the territories immediately dependent on 

the presidency of Fort William,*' should have been allowed, conformably with our 
instructions, on indigo the produce and manufacture of our own territortes^* 
thereby including indigo manufactured under the other presidencies, as well as in the 
territories subject to your government. It is the more unaccountable that you should 
have committed this error in the first clause, as Clause 2 seems to have been framed 
on the true construction of the order, viz. that the duties to which indigo, tlie pro- 
duce or manufacture of British India, was subject, were the same; and, consequently, 
that the amount of the drawbacks allowed by the new Regulation, on its exportation 
to the United Kingdom, would likewise be the same under all the three presidencies. 
If the duties upon indigo were various, a difficulty may arise as to the amount of 
the drawback to be allowed on indigo, the produce of the native states : at any rate, 
it would have been more satisfactory if the amount of the drawbacks on indigo of 
each description had been specified. 

14. Clause 3 is correct. 

15. Sections 9 and 10 are conformable to our instructions ; in reference to the 
former, however, a doubt which appears to have arisen at Bombay, renders it 
necessary that we should distinctly apprise you that the articles therein mentioned 
are to be exported to the United Kingdom, free of all duty, whether internal or 
external. 

16. With reference to Section 11, we have only to express our hope that due pre- 
caution may be taken against the occurrence of frauds, as connected with the grant of 
drawbacks. 

17« Sections 12 and 13 are conformable to our instructions. 


II. 

TRADE. 

Reduetkm of 
Customs and 
Inland Duties. 

Court's 

Instructions to 
Bengal. 


18. Section 14. It was not intended that the first clause of this section should be 
embodied in a public Regulation. 

19. We desire that, on the receipt of this despatch, you will pass a new or sup- 
plementary Regulation, in wliich you will make such enactments as may be neces- 
sary, in consequence of the observations we have made on Section 3 of Regulation 
IV of 1815 (as to manufactured metals), on Section 5, Clatmes 1 and 2 (as to the 
Regulation in no case operating as an increase of duty), and on Section 8, clause 1 
(as to indigo, the produce or manufacture of other British territories). 

20. We further direct that the provisions of Section 7 he extended to a]l goods, 
whether European or other. 

21. A tariff of the duties payable, and the drawbacks allowed, on each article of 
commerce, should be affixed to the new Regulation ; and when you transmit it to us, 
we desire that it may be accompanied with full explanations, and with tables showing 
the former as well as the present amount of each duty and drawback, and the 
Regulation under wliich It was levied or allowed. 

22. The Regulation promulgated by the Bombay government, and that which has 
been forwarded to us in manuscript by the government of Fort St. George, are, with 
the exception of a few clauses which have been varied in accommodation to local 
circumstances, the same in substance, and nearly the same in terms, with the 

Q Regulation 
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Regulation which you have transmitted. We shall, however, communicate directly 
to both governments our sentiments and instructions upon their respective pro- 
ceedings. 

We are your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) T. Reid. W. Wioram. 

JoHy Brbb. R. C. Plowden. 

J. Bosanqubt. J. Bannerman. 

Joseph Cotton. Edward Parry. 

John Morris. J. Thornhill. 

London, 27th November, 1816. John Inglis. Richard Parry. 

G. A. Robinson. S. Davis. 


Territorial Department : — Revenue. 

10th October 181^. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-lnclies. 

Letter from Honourable Sirs ; 

Bengal. We have had the honour to receive a letter from you, dated the 27th November 

1816. 

2. We have now the honour of transmitting to your Honourable Court a copy of tlie 
Regulation which we have passed, on consideration of the instructions conveyed to ns 
in the above despatch. 

3. Wc proceed to notice such part of your Honourable Court’s letter as appears to 
call for a distinct reply, and to explain tlie grounds on which we have judged it 
proper to deviate in some respects from the strict letter of your Honourable Court’s 
present instructions. 

4. It must be unnecessary for us to express tlie satisfaction we always feel when 
our proceedings meet with your Honourable Court’s approbation. In regard, there- 
fore, to those parts of Regulation IV. of 1815, which has received your sanction and 
approval, we shall not detain you with any further remark. 

5. Wc shall carefully attend to the injunction contained in the 7th paragraph of 
your Honourable Court’s letter, in which you direct, that in future references to the 
Act by which Indian-built ships arc partially admitted to the privileges of British 
registry, you will notice only the Act 55 Geo. III. c. 116.” 

G. Your Honourable Court will observe that we have, as directed in the 9th para- 
graph of your letter, extended the excinption contained in Section 3, Regulation 
1815, to all articles coming under the denomination of wrought or uuwrought 
metals. 

7. We have likewise declared the several articles specified iii the lltb paragraph of 
your Honourable Court’s letter, to be naval stores, within the meaning of Section 4 
of the above-mentioned Regulation. 

8. In the 12th paragraph of your Honourable Court’s letter you observe, it ouglit, 
however, to have been explicitly declared, that the rates of duties, prescribed in 

Section 
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Section 5, Clau«eR 1 and 2, were not to operate in any case whatever as an imposition 
" or increase of duty, but as a reduction of all duties which at the time were fixed at 
a higher rate than two and a half per cent, on the %'alue.” 

9. We should undoubtedly, had there been any danger of misconstruction, have 
included such a declaration in the protisions referred to, as being fully sensible that 
no increase of custom duty could legally be imposed by us, except in the mode pre- 
scribed by the Legislature ; but, in point of fact, the lowest rate ofjuty to which any 
article imported by sea was subject, under the rules in force at this presidency, pre- 
viously to the enactment of Regulation IV of 1815, being 5 per cent., we hardly 
deemed it necessary to declare what was abundantly notorious to all parties con- 
cerned. We trust that this explanation will justify to your Honourable Court the 
omission of such a declaratory enactment in thesiipplcnieiitary Regulation now passed 
by us. 

10. We have, under your Honourable Court’s instructions, inserted in this Regu- 
lation an explanatory clause, notifying that the rule contained in Clause 1, Section 8, 
Regulation IV, 1815, shall be considered applicable to aW indigo, the produce and 
manufacture of the British territories. Wc must, however, observe that, practically 
speaking, no inconvenience could well be anticipated from the apparent error in the 
wording of the above clause, which is noticed by your Honourable Court. 

ri. No instances we believe arc to be found of indigo, the produce of territories 
subordinate to any of the other presidencies, being imported into Bengal. The article, 
indeed, still finds a place in the schedule of imports by sea, annexed toRegiilutioii III, 
1811, but such importation has, we apprehend, long since entirely ceased. 

12. The only indigo, therefore, which is likely in practice to receive the benefit of 
the rule, as far as our custom-houses are concerned, is that which is the produce of 
the provinces denendent on this presidency; and as n drawback is allowed on expor- 
tation to Great Britain and Ireland on British ships, equal to the whole of the duty 
payable under the Regulations, it appeared hardly necessary to specify the amount of 
drawback, which is, in fact, defined in the rowannali, on the production of which it 
is granted. 

13. VVe have, liowevcr, taken occasion to correct a slight inaccuracy, which by a 
too litoral adherence to the onlcrs of your Honourable Court, had crept into the second 
clause of the section referred to. By that section it is declared that indigo, the pro- 
duce of the Vizier's territories, shall be allowed a drawback at the same rate only as 
that article the produce of the British territories. In point of fact, however, the 
inland or transit duty, on which alone a drawback can properly be granted, is the 
same on indigo the produce of Oude, as on the article the produce of the Briti«ili 
territories ; but the former is liable to an additional export duty of two and a half 
per cent, on exportation by sea. 

14. There is an obvious incongruity, however, in levying an export duty on the 
same article that is allowed a drawback of a greater per-centage on the same v«ilua- 
tion, yet this has hitherto occurred in the practice of the olficers of the Cimtom- 
house, who naturally look to the letter of the Regulation. 

15. They have been used to grant on indigo, the produce of Oude, a drawback of 
5 per cent., being the whole amount of the inland duty, and to levy an export duty 
of two and a half percent., and the same principle has been followed in other cases. 

16. To remedy this defect, we have declared the rule which prescribes the demand 
of an export duty on certain articles, the produce of the Vizier's and the Nepaul ter- 
ritories, not to be applicable to those articles when exported to the United Kingdom, 
making a correifponding reduction in the amount of drawbacks liitberto granted on 
such articles. 

Q 2 
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17* Thus on those articles, the produce of Oude and the Nepaul territories, which 
(under the treaties existing with those states) were rendered liable to a transit duty 
of two and a half per cent, only, no drawback is allowed; and the drawback on indigo, 
the manufacture of Oude or any foreign state, is limited to half the transit duty, 
so that the amount retained is reduced to two and a half per cent., being the amount 
formerly demandable in the shape of an export duty. 

la With reference to the observations contained in the 15th paragraph of your 
Honourable Court’s despatch, we beg permission to state that the rule contained in 
Section 9, Regulation IV, 1815, has been considered applicable to all duties, internal 
as well as external. 

19. In the 18th paragraph of the despatch now replied to, your Honourable Court 
observe, that it was not your intention “ that the first clause of this section should be 
embodied in a public Regulation.” 

20 . We beg leave, however, to observe, that the amount of customs demandable 
on goods imported and exported on foreign bottoms, is professedly regulated in Re- 
gulation III, 1811, by the principle of subjecting the foreign trader to a duty double 
the emouiit payable by the British trader^ and that, consequently, applying^ this 
principle to the state of things created by Regulation IV, 1816, foreigners might 
naturally have assumed that they were entitled to such a reduction in the amount of 
duty demandable from them as would place them in the same situation as before, 
considered relatively to the British trader. It appeared to us, therefore, to be proper 
to anticipate by a distinct enactment, so obvious a pretension. We did not at the 
same time conceive that any inconvenience would result from the publication of the 
clause in question. 

21. In the 20th paragraph of your despatch your Honourable Court desire “ that 
the provisions of Section ^ be extended to all goods, whether European or others.” 

22. We conceive, however, that your Honourable Court may not have been aware 
of the great variety in the rate of duty demandable at the several presidencies on 
goods imported by sea, otherwise than in the mode specified in Regulation IV, 1816, 
and that it was only your intention to place goods brought to this presidency cir- 
cuitously, f, e. after having been originally imported at some other British port in 
India on the same footing as if they had been brought here directly. 

23. We have accordingly inserted in the Regulation now submitted to you, a clause 
providing that the owners of goud^ so imported into Bengal, shall receive credit here 
lor the amount of the duties which may have been paid and retained at the place of 
original importation. 

24. This rule will, we trust, fulfil your Honourable Court’s intentions ; whereas a 
strict adherence to the letter of your instructions would obviously (under the present 
inequality of duties demandable at the several presidencies ; give, in many instances, 
a very unreasonable advantage to the circuitous trader, which it never could have been 
in the contemplation of your Honourable Court to afford. 

25. We have likewise, your Honourable Court will observe, taken this opportunity 
of rescinding Section 57, Regulation IX of 1810. 

26. This rule provides that ** copper and other goods purchased from the ware- 
houses of the Honourable Company at any of the other presidencies shall, on impor- 
tation at this presidency, pass duty free.” 

27' The exemption afforded by the above rule will, in almost all cases, come within 
the more general provision of Section 7, Regulation IV, 1815; and as far as it is 
calculated to afford any advantage to the commercial branch of the Honourable 
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Compai^’s concernB, it must be considered void, as being contrary to the Act of 53d 
of the King. 

28. The section in question appearing thus to be either invalid or superfluous, and 
at the same time liable to mislead the merchant, we deemed it right to take the earliest 
opportunity of distinctly rescinding it. 

29. In compliance with your Honourable Gpurt*s instruction^ as conveyed in the 
21st paragrapn of your present letter, we have annexed to the Regulation now sub- 
mitted to you, schedules exhibiting the rates of duties payable, and drawbacks allowed 
on the several articles of commerce, on the importation from, or exportation to the 
United Kingdom. 

30. We likewise transmit enclosed synoptical tables, exhibiting in one view the 
present and former amount of each duty and drawback levied and allowed ou all 
goods imported and exported at this presidency. 

31. With reference to your Honourable Court’s desire to be informed of the Regu- 
lation under which the amount of each is ac^usted, we beg leave to remark that by 
Regulation IX, 1810, all former rules respecting customs were rescinded or consoli- 
dated ; and that until the enactment of Regulation IV, 1815, no permanent alteration 
in the rates of duty demandable on the trade of British ships had taken place since the 
above-mentioned Regulation was passed, with the exception of an export duty on 
bullion, which was prescribed by Regulation Xll, 1813 ; a necessary distinction made 
by Regulation 1, of the preceding year, between cotton in its clean and unclean state ; 
and the rules for levying a duty on the importation of horses, which have since been 
rescinded. 

32. The other rules passed in the years 1811 to 1814, in as far as concerned the 
British trader, referred merely to the valuation of goods and other matters connected 
with the forms of official procedure. 

33. Regulation IV, 1815, first drew a distinction between the general Britisli trade 
at this presidency and that conducted under the Acts for regulating the direct and 
circuitous trade between India and Great Britain, but left the rates of custom duty and 
the amount of drawback applicable to the former to be still regulated (with the 
trifling exceptions above alluded to) by Regulation IX, 1810. 

34. The rules applicable to the trade of foreign merchants are, your Honourable 
Court are aware, to be found in Regulation HI, 181 1. 

35. The tables now submitted, in which all the cases above specified are dis- 
tinguished, will, we trust, be found sufficiently explanatory of the general scope of 
the several rules alluded to. The practical effect of the alteration introduced by the 
orders of your Honourable Court, as affecting this branch of our revenue, wc shall 
hereafter have an opportunity of laying fully before you. 

36. You will not fail to remark how important an alteration has been introduced by 
Regulation IV, 1815, both as it abolishes and reduces various duties to which British 
traders were before liable, and still more as it extends the allowance of drawbacks. 

37 . This Regulation, therefore, would alone have constituted, in our judgment, a 

sufficient reason for instituting a very full and particular examination of the com- 
merce of India, and the law of customs to which it is subjected, both with the view of 
giving consistency to the whole system, and of ascertaining in a very distinct manner 
the effect and influence of the important change introduced by the Retrulatiou in 
question. ^ 

38. We see reason to believe, likewise, that several parts of the existing code of 
this presidency, particularly that portion which regards the valuation of goods by 
means of books of rates, and the rules for granting drawbacks, are susceptible of 

being 


IL 

TRADE. 

Reduction of 
Customs and 
Inland Duties. 

Letter from 
Bengal. 



118 FIRST APPENDIX td tm THIRD REPORT of tbs 


II. 

TRADE. 

Reduction of 
Cuetonii mad 
Inland Dutte. 

Letter ihsm 
Bengal. 


being very greatly improved and simplified* Still more, we believe, it is necessary to 
modify the rules in force at the other presidencies, in order to frame a consistent 
system, applicable to India generally. 

39. At the present period, too, when the commercial transactions of this country 
appear likely very greatly to increase, it becomes peculiarly desirable that every part 
of the system, whether connected with the rates of duty and the valuation of goods, or 
the detailed rules of practice, according to which the business of the several custom- 
houses is conducted, should be placed on the best possible footing. 

40. Under this impression we have judged it advisable to constitute a committee, 
for the purpose of revising the general Regulations established for the collection of 
customs in the provinces imiiicdiately dependant on the presidency of Fort William ; 
and, as far as circumstances will permit, the system established for the management 
of this branch of the public revenue throughout India. 

41. We enclose, for the information of your Honourable Court, a copy of the in- 
structions issued to the committee ; and we hope that we shall be able to submit, by 
one of the fleets of the present season, the result of their labours. 

42. As we shall then have a much better opportunity of entering fully into the sub- 
ject, we deem it unnecessary at present to detain your Honourable Court with any 
further detailed observations. 

43. It is proper, however, to notice that the present Regulation has been prepareil 
in communication with the committee ; and indeed, if the orders of your Honourable 
Court had left us any discretion on the subject, we confess we should have been 
anxious not only to have availed ourselves of their official experience in regulating its 
details, but likewise to have liad tlie benefit of their opinion on the general expe- 
diency of the measure, before wc determined to abandon (especially at the present 
juncture) .so considerable a revenue as, under the operation of these rules, mu.«t be 
rel inquislicd. 

44. We have already received a Regulation, passed by the government of Bombay, 
under the orders conveyed in your Honourable Court’s despatch to that presidency. 

45. The provisions contained in that Regulation do not, we imagine, differ in their 
general tenor from those which wc have enacted, more than the rliffcreiit circum- 
stances of the two presidencies render necessary; and, from the low scale of the 
duties levied at Bombay, no such practical inconvenience will result from a literal 
observance of the instructions of your Honourable Court, for the extension of the rule 
contained in SL ction 7 of the Regulation of 1815, as would necessarily have re.(>ulted 
from the adoption of a similar mca.surc at this presidency, us explaiiKMl in a former 
part of this despatch. 

46. We could have wished, however, that the government of Bombay bad awaited 
the receipt of a coiumunicatiou from us, in order that the greatest pos.siblc uniformity 
might have been preserved. 

47* In the schedule of duties, also, which has been annexed to the Bombay Regula- 
tion, the distinction between articles Bniish and foreign articles, although specified 
in certain cases, appears to us to be scarcely sufficiently detailed. 

48. We observe, too, that the following articles are declared free on importation, 
viz. and silver lace and ship chandlery^ 

49. The former is, we presume, exempted on the principle which exempts all 
metals, wrought and umvrought ; but if so, we cannot help thinking that the rule has 
been in some degree extended beyond the fair meaning of the words, or the intent of 
your Honourable Court ; the cpiestion, however, is not likely to be of much practical 
importance. 

50. An 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OP COMMONS, 119 

50. ' An exemption of all goods coming under the denomination of ship chandlery^ is 
" likely to have a more extensive operation, and would, we believe, embrace a consK- 

derable number of articles which could not with any propriety come under the deno- 
mination of marine stores^ os belonging to which, we presume, shiti chandlery has 
been exempted. 

51. This last item, therefore, we have wholly excluded from the list of goods speci- 
fied in the shedulc annexed to the Regulation for this presidency ; and we have entered 
gold and silver lace as subject to the general duty demandablc on imports from the 
United Kingdom. 

52. The only other important diflTerence between the two Regulations relates to 
opium, which under the rules of Regulation XVI of the present year, has of course 
become subject, on importation at this presidency, to the protecting duty of sicca 
rupees 24 per seer. 

53. A corresponding Regulation respecting opium, will of course be passed by the 
government of Bombay, on receiving the approval and sanction of your Honourable 
Court, and the honourable the Board of Controul. 

54. We design to transmit, both to Fort St. George and Bombay, copies of tlic 
present despatch and of its inclosures, for the inforiiiatiou of tliosc governments 
respectively* 

55. Although It shall be found at present impracticable to assimilate the rules iti 
force at the several presidencies, yet tlie information thus airordccl may be useful to 
the committees which (at the roconimeiidatioii of this government) have been ap- 
]iointed at the two other presidencies, with objects similar to those to which we liave 
directed the labours of the committee which has been constituted here, and from 
whose labours we anticipate the formation of a solid and consistent system of 
custom- law throughout India. 

We have the honour to be, honoiirahlc Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Kdaionstonk, 

10 October, 1817- G. Do woks well. 


BENGAL: — Skparate Dkpartmknt op Customs. 

Our Governor-General in Council, at Fort William in Bengal. 

13th February 1817- 

Para. 1. From the documents accompanying your letter of tlie 2(>tli August 1815, 
and otliers which have been transmitted to us by the government of Fort St. George, 
we observe that in consequence of the ortlers which wc have given since the passing 
of the New Ciiarter Act, foT reducing the custom duties in India, it is estimated that 
there will be a defalcation in the produce of the customs under the three presidencies 
to the amount of about eleven lacs of rupees annually, supposing no increase of trade 
to take place. 

2. As it is expedient that wc should be well informed as to the actual effect of the 
new arrangements, as well upon the conunorce of British India as upon the revenue, 
we desire you to furnish us periodically with accurate statements of the amount of the 
custom duties at your i^residency, distinguishing the produce of the several principal 
articles, the rate and nature of the duty, and the Regulation under which it is levied, 

and 
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and also distingishing the imports and exports of the Company^ or of their officers, 
from those of other tradeis. 


8. These accounts arc to be made up to the same period as the reports upon 
external commerce, which are also to be so framed as to distinguish the Company’s 
from the private trade ; these reports being in future to be prepared in the Custom- 
house department, it will be easy to combine in one general statement annually from 
that department all the accounts which we hereby require, and you will accompany 
such statement with such observations as may occur to you. 


4. We therefore direct that you will transmit to us such other information as may 
in your opinion enable us to judge of the effects which may be produced by the pre- 
scribed reduction and remission of duties upon the trade between India and the 
United Kingdom, distinguishing between the imports of raw and manufactured 
articles. 


We are your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) T. Reid. 

J. Bebb. 

J. Bosanquet. 
E. Parrv. 

J. Inolis. 

J. B. Taylor. 

London, 13 February 1817- W. S. Clarke. 


J. Lumsdbn. 

J. Bannbrman. 

S. Davis. 

R. Parry. 

W. F. Elphinstonr. 
J. Thornhill. 

H. Lindsay. 


BENGAL Separate Department op CosTdMs* 

Our Governor-General in Council, at Fort William in Bengal. 

18th June 181 7* 

Para. I. Oua last letter from this department was dated the 19th April 1817* 

2. We lately received a letter from the Governor in Council, at Fort St. George, 
dated the 10th May 1816, enclosing a Report from the Board of Trade at that presi- 
dency, copies of which we now transmit to you as numbers in the packet. 

3. You will perceive from these communications, that the Government of Madras 
fully partake in the apprehensions entertained by their Board of Trade that the exist- 
ing high rates of duty on goods exported in foreign bottoms from the ports subject to 
that presidency, amounting generally to sixteen, and in some instances to twenty per 
cent., will have the effect of driving the foreign trade from our ports, and of causing 
ships navigated under foreign flags to resort to foreign settlements in India, where they 
will be supplied with goods the produce of the Company's territories, which, under 
the present Regulations, may be conveyed thither on paying a duty of from eight to 
ten per cent." 

4. We are disposed to think that those apprehension^ may be well founded, with 
reference to the double duties levied upon foreign trade under our orders of the 3d 
August 1808, in as far as they respect the trade carried on between foreign Europe 
and America and our ports on the coast of Coromandel, and also that the same effect 
may be felt, though perhaps in an Inferior degree, under the other presidencies. 

5. The great change which has taken place, since those orders were issued, in the 
political relations of this country, and the late restoration to foreign European powers 
of those settlements in India which the events of the war had placnl in our possession, 
may render expedient a corresponding alteration in our revenue regulations. 


6. It 
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6. It appears to us that the most effectual mode of averting the evil contemplated 
by the government of Madras, and tlie injury which would thence ensue to the irite- 
rests of the Company, would be to reduce the rates of duty now payable on foreign 
trade, so as to remove the temptation to the ships of other nations to resort to 
foreign settlements in India in preference to our own. We desire, however, that 
you will take the subject, in all its bearings, into immediate consideration, and that 
you will, after communicating thereupon with the governments of Fort St. George 
and Bombay, adopt such measures us the case may seem to demand. 

7. Should you be of opinion that it is adviseable to reduce the present rates of duty 
levied on foreign trade, you will bear in mind that, whilst it is expedient that the 
duties shall not be so high as to occasion a change in the course of that trade, it is 
desirable, with a view to the interests of our revenue as well as to guard against a 
competition unfavourable to British commerce and shipping, that they shall not be 
reduced to a lower scale than is absolutely necessary to prevent the foreign trade 
which has been hitherto carried on with our settlements In India from being diverted 
into other channels. 

8. We shall of course expect to be furnished with the result of your deliberations 
on this important matter; but wc confide the general arrangement entirely to your 
discretion, and authorize you to carry into effect any reduction of duty on the foreign 
trade which may be fitiully determined upon, in concert with the governments at the 
other presidencies, without a previous reference to us 

9. The foregoing observations and instructions are applicable exclusively to the 
foreign export trade from our settlements in India. The same considerations do not 
appear to apply to the foreign import trade ; on the contrary, it is desirublc that the 
duties levied on goods, the produce of other countries, and particularly on wines 
imported on foreign bottoms into our settlements in India, should be continued on a 
high scale, otherwise it is to be apprehended that this branch of trade will pass 
entirely into the hands of foreigners, under the superior advantages which they pos- 
sess in carrying it on. 

Wc are your affectionate friends, 


Lfondon, 18 June 1817* 


(Signed) 


J. Bbbb. 

J. Pattison. 
J. Cotton. 
W. Astbll. 
J. Morris. 
H. Lindsay. 
T. Reid. 


S. Toonk. 

A. Allan. 

J. B. Taylor. 

S. Davis. 

W. F. Elphinstonb, 
W. WiGRAM. 
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BENGAL: — Sbparate Department of Customs. 

Our Governor-General in Council, at Fort William in Bengal. 

7th January 1818. 

Para. 1. Our last letter to you in this department was dated the 18th June last. 

3. On the 18th June last we called your attention to a letter addressed to us by the 
Governor in Counc'il at Fort St. George, under date the lOth May 1816, on the sub- 
ject of the duties levied upon the trade of foreigners with the Company’s possesHioiis 
in India. 

3* On tile 26th July we received your letter in this department, dated the 17th 

R January 
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January ]817» communicating your seutiments upon the letter which was addreMed 
to us bv the Governor in Council at Fort. St. George^ of the date above ineiitionedi a 
copy of which was transmitted to you by that government. 

4. We have more recently received a letter, dated the 10th April last, frorti the 
government of Madras, to whom you bad communicated a copy or your letter to us 
of the 17 th Janua^ preceding; and we now transmit (a number in the packet) copy 
of a despatch which we have addressed to the Governor in Council at Fort St. 
George, In reply to their two communications on the subject of the duties levied^on 
the foreign tracle. 

5. You will perceive, from the enclosed despatch, that we concur with you in 
opinion as to the inexpediency of reducing, at present, the rate of duties now levied 
on the trade of foreigners with the territories subject to youi* presidency, and that we 
have referred it to you to consider, in concert with the government or Madras, how 
far it may be advisable, or otherwise, to lower the scale of duties now payable by the 
foreign trade, under the presidency of Fort St. George. You will observe also that 
we have approved the draft of a Regulation which was prepared* and transmitted to 
us by the Madras government, subjecting the trade carried on between' the teititories 
under that government and the foreign territories adjacent to them, whether in 
British or Asiatic vessels, to the same rate of duty as it is now subject to iii foreign 
vessels. 

6. We expect to be furnished, at no distant period, with the communication pro- 
mised in the 26th parugranh of your letter of the 17tii January last, on the subject 
generally of the laws under which the customs are collected, as well as upon the 
effects’* produced on trade and revenue by the late provisions for the encourage- 
ment of british commerce/’ 

We are your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) J. Bebb. J. Morris. 

J. Pattison. C. Marjoribanks. 

J. CoTTOx, J, Inglis. 

J. Bosanqubt. 6. Smith. 

S. Toonb. T. Rkid. 

London, 7th January, 1818. C. Grant. J. Jackson. 

£. Parry. J. Lcmsdkn. 


BENGAL : — Separate Department of Customs. 

Our Governor-*General in Council, at Fort^ William in Bengal. 

llih June, 1823. 

Para. 1. Our last letter to you in this department was dated the 6th November last. 

2. In your letter of the 20th February 1819, paragraphs 79 and 80, you called 

our attention to a very considerable decrease which Wl been experienced in the year 
1817-IB» iu the duties derived from pieceigoods,” amoontitig, as conipared with the 
preying year, to rupees 4,81,816. * t 

3. We have anxiously expected the result of the reference which you made tb'tbe 
CommiUee of Revision, as to the expediency of reducing the duties' bn this article ; 

but 
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but in tlefoiit of this information, we have ourselves taken the subject into considera- 
tion. Prom ^counts subsequent to 1819, it appears that these duties, as compare<l 
with the year 1816-17) continued to decline; and although that year appears to have 
been a year of extraordinary produce, yet the progressive declension in each 
subsequent year indicates a very unfavourable situation of the manufacture and 
export. • 

^ 4. The reports of external commerce do not give us so complete a view of this situa- 
tion as we c<mld desire ; but there is too much reason to apprehend that the export of 
piece-goods from India has fallen to comparative insignificance, in consequence of the 
Improved state of machinery in Europe, and the protection which different nations in 
Europe aud the United States of North America are giving to their own manu- 
factures, by heavy duties on foreign goods, or by absolute prohibitions. It is also clear 
that the imports of British piece-goods into India have increased; and tliough it has been 
doubted whether these articles come generally into use among the natives, the circum- 
stance in any point of view furnishes a reason for removing all unnecessary charges 
from the native manufactures, especially when it is considered that the piece-goods of 
Great Britain are introduced into India at a rate of duty considerably lower than that 
to which the native manufactures are liable on transit within India. 

5. One natural consequence of the reduction of the trade in piece-goods must be 
that many industrious people, in different parts of India, are tiicnce thrown out of 
employment, and reduced to distress ; and every thing wliicli injuriously affects the 
productive industry of the people, must affect in the same manner the resources of 
the government. 


. woiild not attempt, by arbitrary encouragements, to force a branch of 

industry which, from a change in the circumstances of the country, may in its nature 
have ceased to be profitable, but are anxious that no impediment s'lioiild be interposed 
“ i way of any portion of that prosperity which such 

hi anch of industry ^vould otlierwise enjoy. We should indeed, be very willing to sacrifice 
revenue where it would appear materially to check the trade of India, and still more 
when It could be shown to repress the manufactures in which so great a part of the 

5 but in the present ease it is not at all certaU that the 
addition made to the revenue by the duties collected immediately from piece-goods, it 
not more than counterbalanced by the general deterioration of resources to whicli 
those duties are conducive. 


™ we direct that, on receipt of this communication, you 

^ particular consideration the propriety of abolishing' all 

»k * duties, under whatever name collected, on piece-goods and on raw cotton, 
the produce either of our own territories or those of our allies. 

timt founded appear to us so clear and Just, 

ton Z ^ "7 objections on your part. Unless, tliere&re 

SroZ •“ Ihe facts from whicli tliese views are 

"“™®diately proceed to the abolition, and that you 

thl^ame line 5f MnZef »*>em to adopt 

.i^**®*^®*^ decision, you will furnish us with early and full informa- 

whether of fact or opinion, which may have led you to it. We 
informed of the total amount of the transit duties collected on piece-goods 

drawback aUowed. We do not undent^ 
raniJs ‘if have been in 1820-21. on piece-goods, 

the oavment u® cotton, rupees 7>35,5^ is the gross amount previously to 

tbe payment of drawback, or the net amount after deducting the drawback. We 

^2 ‘ 
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also desire to be more particularly informed of the nature of the transactiona which 
come under the head of Imports by Land.” We cuuiiot at present satisfy ourselves 
whether they consist of the manufactures of our territories imported into Calcutta, or 
of the manufactures of native states. 

10. With respect to raw cotton, you are directed to permit its being exported, free 
of duty, to the Uiiit'ed Kingdom, and also to China, but to all otlier places vou are to 
impose an export duty, subject to our confirmation, conformably to the So Geo. III., 
c. 155, s. 25, of two and a half per cent, upon the value. 

We are your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) W. Wigram. 

W. Astell. 

C. Grant. 

George Smith. 

C. E. Prkscoit. 

London, 11th June 1823. John Loch. 

J. Baillif. 

C. Mills, Jun. 


5. Toonk. 

W. F. Elphinstonb. 
J. Daniel. 

T, Reid. 

C. Marjoribanks. 

6. Haikss. 

W. S. Clarke. 


Territorial Department ; — Customs. 

To the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 29tli May 1823. 

Wb have the honour to transmit, for the immediate information of your Honour- 
able Court, the accotiipaijying copy of a minute recorded by the Governor- General, 
and to report that, as proposed in that paper, we have, with reference to the present 
financial circumstances of the government, resolved on the adoption of the two 
following measures : first, the reduction of the transit duties now levied on piece- 
goods manufactured within our territories, from seven to two and a half per cent. ; 
at which last rate you are aware goods of this description are already allowed to be 
imported from the United Kingdom and from Oude ; secondly, the appropriation of 
the town duties, levied at the several principal cities and towns under Regulation X, 
of 1810, to purposes of local improvement. 

2. Both these measures being, we conceive, calculated essentially to promote the 
prosperity of the country, and greatly to advance the credit of your government, we 
confidently hope that the arrangement will meet the approval and sanction of your 
Honourable Court. The prospect of financial prosperity that has enabled us to make 
the sacrifice of revenue which the measures in question involve, cannot but be highly 
gratifying to you, and we trust you will at once recognize the soundness of the prin- 
ciples on which they are founded, and admit the force of the considerations which 
have induced us to carry our views into immediate execution, without first submitting 
the matter to your judgment. 

3. The reduction in the duty charged on piece-goods manufactured by our own 
subjects, to the rate levied on foreign states, was indeed required on the most obvious 
principles of justice and policy, wliich even the pressure of financial want could 
scarce^ have justified us in disregardinjg. 

4. Scarcely less necessary is it to the credit goveriinient tliat, with the assurance 

of 
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of a large surplus revenue, no time should be lost in appropriati^ a portion of the 
'superfluity to works so much needed us those indicated by the Governor-General. 
Tlie apparent neglect or iiiggardness of government has often been made matter of 
blame; and Uie justice of the plea tliat the deficiency of the public resources hud 
alone narrowed the application to such beneficial and' dignified purposes, could be 
evinced only by the early adoption, under existing circiim*<tances, of arrangements 
similar to those for which we have now to solicit your sanction. 

6. For full Information as to the grounds on which the measures we now report 
have been adopted, we beg leave to refer you to tlie minute of the Governor-General. 

6. We propose immediately to publish a Regulation to give eflect to our deternnna* 
tion in reganl to the duty on piece-goods. The detail of the arrangements to be 
adopted by us for securing the due application of the fund appropriated to the 
improvement of the cities and towns will be reported to you from the judicial depart- 
ment. 

7. The Important object of public education has not, you will perceive, escaped our 
attention. But the difficulty of the task, involving not merely, as in other countries, 
the extension of knowledge already possessed by numerous classes, but the intro- 
duction of much that is altogether new to the people, and the gradual correction of 
much that is erroneous and absurd, yet higljly prized, and the danger of mischief 
from' any hasty and inconsiderate attempt, have hitherto prevented ns from submit- 
ting to you any general and compreliensive scheme. 

8. We need scarcely, we trust, assure you of our anxious desire that every practi- 
cable means should be adopted of raising the condition and improving the moral 
character of your subjects. You may equally rely on our care to avoid every thing 
that would shock their sentiments or alienate their aflections. 


9. We request your particular attention to the subject discussed in the 63d para- 
graph of the Governor-General’s minute, wdierein the expediency is suggested of 
altogether relinquishing the inland transit duty on piece-goods. 

10- Your honourable Court will perceive allusion in the minute to arrangements 
adopted by us for the reform of the custom law which heretofore prevailed in the 
Delhi territory. Our report on that subject we designed to incorporate with the 
general narrative of our proceedings ; but as the press of other business has pre- 
vented the completion of that narrative to a late <late, we deem it right, for your 
immediate Information, to transmit (Nos. in the packet) copies of our correspondence 
with the board of revenue for the western provinces.* 

11. These papers will fully explain the views by which we have been guided in 
giving to the Delhi territory the benefit of a system, which, wdiatever may be its 
defects, has operated essentially to promote the commercial prosperity of our older 
possessions. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 


Fort William, 29tli May 1823. 

(True copy) 


John Adam, 
Edwaud Pagkt, 
.Fohn Fkndall, 

J. II. Hakrington. 


(Signed) 

' * Consttltatioqi, 25 July 1822, No. 5 and 6; and 80 January, No. 7 to* 11 


Holt Mackknzib,' 

Secretary to Government. 
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No. 1.— MiNirrK by the Governor-Ctencral. 

Whbm considering the measures to be pursued^ in the present favourable state of 
the revenues of India, it appeared that the first step should be the reduction of the 
charges incurred on account of the public debt. We accordingly^ determined to 
appropriate the surplus of our cash balance to the discharge of a portion of the non- 
remittable loan, and at the same time to adopt arrangements for lowering the interest 
on the remainder. The measures adopted by us for this purpose have now been fully 
carried into effeet. 

2. There will thus accrue a reduction on the charges of this government to 
the extent of about 5i3 lacs of rupees, of which about 25 lacs will be immediately 
realized. 

3. The surplus of 1822-23 being estimated to exceed considerably the sum of two 
crore of rupees, the prospects of tlie ensuing year, 1823-24, which will nave the 
benefit of the above saving, are in the highest degree satisfactory, and we may ven- 
ture to assume as certain the realization oT an Indian surplus considerably beyond the 
sum required to meet the home charges. 

4. Having effected so considerable a reduction of our debt, one naturally turns 
to a consideration of the other modes in which a surplus revenue may be dis- 
posed of. 

5. From making any direct supplv to the home treasury, by the remittance of bill* 
lion, even if it were thought expedient, the orders of the honourable Court would 
restrain us ; nor, under present circumstances, could it be proposed to purchase 
bills on England from private merchants. It only remains for us, therefore, in as 
far as rdates to the Company’s treasury in England, to prevent any drain upon it 
from China, by supplying the Canton treasury, and to contluue to furnbh the required 
investment from India. For this we are fully prepared. 

8. Under these circumstances, we arc naturally led to consider how far it may be 
expedient to reduce or abolish any of the existing taxes, or whether the surplus 
revenue may be more advantageously employed in increasing or improving our civil 
or military establishments, in supporting public institutions, or in executing works of 
extensive public utility. 

7- In the first place, however, let us endeavour to estimate the extent of the funds 
likely to be at our disposal. 

8. In the year 1821-22 we bad a Bengal surplus of revenue 2,46,00,000 ; at Madm 
the surplus was rupees 18,000 ; at Bombay there was a deficit of about 70,00,000- 
The Indian surplus was therefore rupees 1,76,00,000. 

9- For the year 1822-23 the estimated Bengal surplus is rupees 2,68,00,000; at 
Madras, the surplus is estimated at rupees 16,00,000 ; at Bombay they anticipate a 
deficit of rupees 71>00, 000. 

10. The estimated Indian surolus amounts therefore, according to these calcula- 
tions, to rupees 2^13|00,000. The actual result will probably be somewhat more 
favourable. But, assuming the accuracy of the estimate, we have an aggregate surplus 
in the two years, 1821-22 and 1822-23, of rupees 3,90,00,000, giving an average for 
the two years of 1,05,00|000. 

11. Now, with the exception of the receipts from salt and opium, it appears to 
me that a certain increase may be expected In all branches of revenue, as the natural 
result of the increasing prosperity of the country, and the extension of trade, which, 1 
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uiayobserrA) the reduction of the rate ofinterest^ and the execution of useful public 
'Mrorks, must greatly promote. 


12. The net revenue derive<l from the 
1821-22, to 

It is estimated for 1822-23 at 


salt monopoly amounted in 

••• ••• eao 

••• 


Rupees. 

1,26,11,000 

1,37,20,000 


2,62,00,000 

Giving an average of 1,31.00,000 


13. As it is not, however, desirable that prices should be kept up at rates so high us 
have ptevailed in the past year, 1 do not think we should look tor a greater receipt 
fiom this source than rupees 1,26,00,000, at least untd it shall be shown that a revenue 
in excess of this sum can be secured, notwithstanding a considerable reduction in the 
price of the article, through'an enlarged consumption. 


14. Under this head, therefore, we may allow a deduction of 
The opium yielded in 1821-22 
In 1822-23 (by estimate) 


seven lacs of rupees. 
Rupees 88,60,000 
1,11,20,000 


. 2) 1,90,80,000 

Average 99,90,000 

“ot be safe to calculate on a net receipt excecdinir 

70 lacs, being 30 lacs in reduction* of the average of the past. 

16. In the other items of revenue, especially in the resources of our dew territories. 
I might probably, without risk of error, calculate on such an increase us would eo 
far to coiinterbalance the deficit above contemplated ; but desiring to keep decidrdlv 
within the mark, I shall content myself with assuming the additional income likelv 

to accrue from these sources as sufficient to meet the additional charges, which we 
cannot now contemplate. * ’ wuicu we 

17- On the same principle of caution, I shall assume that the relinquishment of the 
Delhi customs will occasion a loss of five lacs of rupees, though my persuMion i! 
**/lK ®^k^** the. effects of the measure will be very different, and tlioug^h^the growth 
of this branch of our revenue is, 1 apprehend, quite certain. ^ 

18. Deducting then forty-two lacs f from the average surplus of the past and 
present years, and there remains a surplus of rupees 1,63,00,000. ”” 


•air. j| ij^- 

? receipt® on these accounts we may. however consider ju lunit 

t 7,00,000 

Op;}*™ 30,00,000 

Delhi 5,00,000 
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19. The average charge on account of the interest of our Bengal debt is sicca 
rupees 1,52,25,(X)0. 

20. The amount of the interest chargeable op the non*reinittable debt, has been 
artificially swelled by the terms of the loan of May 1821^ which rendering the interest 
payable ill March and September, instead of July and December, threw into the 
accounts of the two past official years a charge for the interest of twenty-seven 
months*. 

21. The annual interest on the debt, as it stood before oiir late operation, was about 

1.38. 00, (XX), or (deducting the bank dividend, and interest on debts due to govern- 
ment, according to the estimate of the present year) rupees 1,36,00,0001 

22. Deducting from this the thirty-three lacs which will be saved by the lateioan, 
tlie charge for interest will be reduced to about 1,02,00,000. If we suppose two 
crore of the bills drawn upon the Honourable Court to be cancelled, and tlie amount 
to be re-invested in our six per cent, securities, the annual interest will stand at about 

1.14.00. 000. 

23. Hence a probable saving of rupees 38,00,000. 

24. Even should all the bills drawn upon the Honourable Court be cancelledf, we 
should have a diminution of interest below the average of the two past years, to an 
extent exceeding thirty-four lacs of rupees. 

25. On a principle of caution, I shall adopt this last-mentioned sum. 

r 

26. Tliere appears to be no reason to doubt that the Madras government will 
inaiiitaiii in future the surplus of sixteen lacs, of which their estimate affords us the 
prospect in the past year. This will give an improvement of eight lacs beyond the 
average of the two years.:^ 

27 . A further improvement will result from the advance to be made to the Nizam ; 
but as tiie arrangement is vet unsettled, 1 shall notice the item in the present review 
only as affording additional assurance against any failure in my other calculations of 
anticipated receipt. 

28. At Bombay, where the average deficit amounts to seventy lacs of rupees, chiefly 
occasioned by the purchase of opium to be sold in the ensuing year, a considerable 
improvement may be confidently looked for. The net charge for Malwa opium is 
stated at about rupees 33^ lacs. Even, therefore, though we should give up the 
expectation of any considerable gain from tliis source, beyond what may be con- 
sidered to be included in the anticipated seventy lacs of net revenue at this presi- 
dency, and sliould still regard as probable the insufficiency of the Bombay resources, 
yet the future deficit caunot, 1 should imagine, exceed thirty-five lacs of rupees.} 

29. Hence 


* The operation of the present loan, by which the payment of the interest due on the fllst 
March has been pcfctponed to May, will considerably after the accounts of the two yean ; but 
such a postponement of payments does not of course afiect the ultimate resedt. 

t 2,65,00,(X)0. 

X The sketch estimate for the present year, received since this minute was prepared, presents 
the prospect of a surplus to the extent of 23,^,782 rupees. 

$ In the sketch estimate Just received a deficit of little more than twentynme lacs is anticipated. 
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29. Hence the following sums are to be added to the surplus of Rupees 1,53,00,000, 
above indicated ; viz. 


Reduction of interest in Bengal Rupees 34,00,000 

Surplus more at Madras 8,00,000 

Deficit less at Bombay 35,00,000 


II. 
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Total Ru pecs 77,00,000 


Governor-Gcnerar 

Minute. 


30. Thus we appear to have a fair prospect of a future Indian surplus to the extent 
of 2,30,00,000. 

31. The home charges, includini^ the item of interest and .sinking fund on the debt 
of 2^ millions, borrowed in 1812, which has been cancelled by the late arrangement 
with His Majesty’s Government, have averaged, from 1814-15 downwards, about 
Rupees 1,50,00,000 per annum, according to the statements furni^hcd by the Court of 
Directors. 


32. Although some items of charge may increase, yet bthers ought naturally to be 
less in a season of peace, and there seem.s therefore no reason to think that the 
demand on us from home will exceed the above amount. 

33. There appears therefore to be a net surplus of eighty lacs of rupees, to be dii- 
posed of as may be jmiged most for the genin-al interests. 

34. The further reduction of debt would undoubtedly be the course most agree- 
able to the letter of the law ; but it is to be observed, that the provision of the 
55th section of the Act 55 Geo. Ilf. c. 155, relative to the application of the terri- 
torial revenue to the liquidation of debt, is not absolute; the words other pur- 
poses” appearing to leave a discretion with the Court of Directors and the Board of 
Control, which is not given in the 57th section, which treats of the application of 
commercial profits. 

35. There is no doubt that the existence of the debt is a source of great con- 
venience to the community, and of some security to government ; and as it no longer 
presses heavily upon our resources, I am disposed to tliink that tlic discharge of debt 
should not be pushed further, at least until we have provided for some other im- 
portant objects. 

36. The matter is of course one on which we must solicit the instructions of the 
authorities at home. Those instructions have hitlierto been directed chiefly to the 
reduction of charge and ot debt. In any proceedings, therefore, which have for their 
end the reduction or abolition of taxes, or the increase of establishments, it is neces- 
sary to act on the priiiciple, that should our arrangements fail to meet the approval 
ot the authorities in England, we may readily retrace our steps. 

37 . This consideration would restrain me from proposing any extensive relinquish- 

ment of existing taxes, even were they more objectionable than, generaliv speaking, 
I consider them to be. ^ o - t 


In reforiiiing the Delhi customs, we acted on a principle, the expedience of 
which has been already fully recognized in other questions; we gave to Delhi only 
what belonged to all oiir other provinces. We put down a system which appeared 
to be productive of serious evils, which cramped the trade and checked the improve- 
ment of the country. 1 should have thought the measure proper to be adopted under 
any circumstances, but quite imperative upon us when relieved from all financial 


as to 


I. In respect, Iherefure, to that arrangement, there cannot, I conceive, be any donbt 
. the sentiments of the Honourable Court. There is still one part of the custom 

® law 
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law which appears to me to be of such a character as to require an immediate altera- 
tion, now that the general condition of the finances gives freer scope for tlia adoption 
(at a present sacrifice) of what is desirable and proper i 1 mean that which relates to 
the trade in piece-goods. 

40. It is known to government that the article, if manufactured in our provinces, 
whether consisting of cotton or of silk, or both, is liable, under the provisions of 
Regulation IX, 1810, to an ad valorem transit duty of 7i per cent. 

41. Under the treaty concluded with the Vizier in l/BO, it was provided that piece- 
goods, the manufacture of Oiide, should be subject only to a transit duty of 2^ |>er 
cent, on importation into our provinces; and though the circumstances of the two 
governments have much altered, and the intention of entering into a new commer- 
cial treaty is expressly stated in that concluded by Lord Wellesley, the old rate still 
continues, and is held to be binding on our government until, what seems little 
likely, relaxed by the government of Oude. 

42. A like advantage is lield out to Nepaul ; but this is practically nugatory. That 
shewn to Otide is ycry important, not only in so far us it tavours the foreign manu- 
facturers, hut as it afibrds a ready means of evasion to many of otir own subjects.* 


43. Still more important, however, is the provision of Regulation IV, 1816, w'hich 
admits British piece-goods on payment of a duty of 2^ per cent. The annexed State- 
ments (A. & B.) will show the extent of the trade of Calcutta in this article for' a 
series of years. It is not so particular as 1 could have wished ; for the separation of 
cotton, silk and mi.xed piece-goods has not been uniformly effected. It will, however, 
sufficiently serve the present object. 

44. The extent of the importations from England ^ will naturally excite peculiar 
interest. The trade has on the whole been profitable, and will certainly extend. In 
this triumph of the manufacturing skill of our country, it is impossible not to rejoice, 
for it speaks the intelligence, the power and the wealth whicli have raised, strength- 
ened and enriched her. The effects on this country are of a different complexion; 
(or thougfi the change has fortunately occurred at a time when the demand for 
labour, the effect and symptom of progressive improvement, is great, and when tlie 
situation of the labourer is consequently ameliorated ; and though the union of the 
characters of the agriculturist and manufacturer has lightened the sufferings of the 
latter ; yet it must not be disguised that the conseaucnces of the decline of this main 
branch of trade has been in many cases greatly to be lamented. 

45. The decline indeed has, I believe, been confined to the finer sorts of piece- 
goods, the manufacture of the beautiful fabrics of the Eastern districts having nearly 
ceased. The general activity of commerce consequent on the opening of the trade 
and tlic return of peace, appears to have hitherto operated to prevent any failure in 
tlie demand fur the coarser assortments ; nay, the aggregate import of piece-goods 
from the interior of the country into Calcutta would appear to have considerably 
increased since the renewal of the Charter, and does not exhibit any decided symp- 
tom of progressive decrease, notwithstanding the extension of the imports by sea. 

46. But it will be seen that while the land import into Calcutta of piece-goods, 
the produce of foreign territories (chiefly Oude), has more than doubled, and appears 
steadily to advance, the Statement exhibits a much less favourable mult in regard to 
the produce of our territories. 

47- How far the tax has operated to check the manufacture 1 cannot attempt to 
define. The valuation, according to which it is levied, is generally moderate. It must> 

however. 


* In the year just expired the importations have, I understand, amounted to more than sixty^i 
four lacs of rupees. 
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lioTFever, have had a ronsiderable effect', and the iniputation of injustice, to wliicli 
-■ the system exposes tlie government, is a very important consideration. Assuredly 
the trmle of England requires not to he so propped, and it cannot he necessary to say 
anything against a scheme of things which subjects the industry of our own subjects 
to a duty thrice the amount charged on the manufacturers of foreign states. 

4a Tliis oonsideration alone will probably be thought sufficient to induce the 
general re<luctiun of tlic transit duty to 2i per cent., although the immediate sacrifice 
must be considerable. It is reasonable, however, to conclude that the real will not 
nearly equal tlie nominal sacrifice ; for it seems certain that the tax on the finer 
kinds of goods, which is sufficient to cover the charge of carriage for many hundred 
miles, must leatl to an extensive evasion of the duty. 

49. That such evasion docs prevail to a great extent in regard to the silk piece- 
goods carried from Bengal to tlie westward, strong assurances have been given from 
different quarters. 

60. But even the nominal sacrifice is not very formidable. 

61. From the annexed Statement (C.) prepared from the annual Reports of the 
Boards, it will be seen that the average of the duties collected on piece-gooils in the 
three years 1819-20 to 1821-22 is tliercin stated at Rupees 12,79,001, and the future 
receipt, from tlic country trade at least, is not, I imagine, likely to be more. 'J’his 
statement, in so far as regards the Calcutta Custom-house, appears to be erroneous, 
because it does not include either the amount collectcil there on imports by laud, nor 
the collections on goods brought from the United Kingdom. 

59. The amount of the former may be stated at about Rupees 1,4.3,000. That of 
the latter is somewliat uncertain, the article having been strangely included in the 
ccneral licad of Europe goods. This liowcvcr is, on the present occasion, of the 
less importance, because what 1 have to propose will not make any alteration in the 
rate ot duty collected chargeable on such piece-goods ; excluding, then, British piccc- 
aggregate of our average collections would appear to be Rupees 

I 1 11 III. * 


^ 53. On the export by sea of cotton piece-goods which have paid the transit duty of 
/4 per cent., a drawback is allowed at the rate of 5 per cent, on British, and 2i 
per cent, on foreign bottom.^. Silk piece-goods and mixed stuflTs have the same 
advantage when curried to London. The average amount paid on this account 
appears to be about Rupees 1,10,000. The average net revenue left to crovern- 
ment is therefore only about 13,12,000. ^ 

54. The amount of duty levied on piece-goods, the produce of the Oude dominions, 
may be assumed at Rupees 96,000, on the average of the three past years. 

56. Imports by sea from other quarters than Europe are stated to have yielded on 
an average about 15,000 rupees ; under none of these heads, which give an aergre- 
gate receipt of Rupees 1,11,000, would the proposed alteration of the existing rules 
make any immediate change. ° 

56. Further, I would propose to retain the duties* now levied on the export 
by sea of cotton piece-goods, the produce of the Oude or other foreign terri- 
tories; and on, silk and mixed goodsf when exported otherwise than to Europe 


On British bottoms -Except to Europe, 2^ per cent. ; on foreign bottoms, 71 per cent. 

T At present these goods, the produce of Oude, (if they be any such) pay an export duty of 
2} per <^t. on British, and 7J on foreign bottoms, making the total duty retained by govern- 
ment in the one case 5, and on the other 10 per cent. On such goods, the produce of the British 
^rntories, if exported on a British bottom otherwise than to Europe, no drawbacks allowed. 
Exports on a foreign bottom pay 7J ; the duty retained being in the one case 7i and in the 
otner 15 per cent. * 

S2 
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an export duty of 2i per cent, on British^ and 7^ on foreign bottomsj sLould be 
levied. 

57 . Hence a further deduction must be made from the duties, which the proposed 
plan will edccr. The precise amount of this cannot be stated, but it would be some* 
thing considerable, since, under our present law, the export duty on piece-goods 
amount^, on an average of the past years, to more than Rupees 1,96,000. 

58. If wc add this sum to the items above indicated, and deduct the aggregate 
from the average collections throughout the country, there will remain the sum of 
Rupees 10,05,000, of which two-thirds or Rupees 6,70,000 will be rclinquislied under 
the plan proposed. But against this sucrihee is to be set the probable increase in the 
revenue from a diminished smuggling, and from a fairer valuation of tlie goods sub- 
jected to duty. 

69. Even, however, should the whole sum be lost to government, the propriety of 
llie imasnre would not, in iny judgment, he clouhtful ; what, indeed, the people gain, 
government cannot be said to lose; and in taking from our custom-law a reproach 
which so jii‘itly attaches to the present system, the government will a^^surediy gain in 
reputation mo're than, under its present hnanciul circumstances, would be outweighed 
by a timcli more serious sacrihee. 

60. That the measure will be approved by the Honourable the Court of DircjCtors, 
the liberality of their views, with regard to Indian commerce, must afford a full assur- 
ance. If we could entertain any doubt on this bead, it might be advisable to give 
effect to the measure without the formality of a legal enactment.* The law might, 
as ill the ease of firewood and bullion, be modified by a proclamation, until the plea- 
sure of tlie Honourable Court be known, that, should they disapprove, the collection 
niiglit be resumed without a fresh enactment or further reference to England. But 
w*itli the persuasion that the equity and propriety of the measure will be at once 
recognized by the Honourable Court, there is an obvious expediency in publishing our 
re.«olution in the form of u Regulation. 

61. When the transit duty is reduced to 2} |)cr cent., it will no longer be necessary 
to give any drawback on exportation; hence much trouble and some loss perhaps will 
be saved. 

62. The above measure, which goes merely to place our Indian subjects, in respect 
to what was once their great staple of inaiuifactiire, on a footing witli the manufac- 
turers of England and of Onde, appears to be one of such obvious policy and justice, 
that there cannot, 1 apprehend, be any hesitation in adopting it. 

63. It may, liowever, deserve consideration, whether wc ought not to submit to the 
Honourable Court tlie propriety of reliuqulsirmg altogether the transit duty on piece- 
goods, retaining merely the duties on exports and imports as noted in the inargiii.f 

64. Of all articles subject to the customs, this is one which occasions most vexation 
to the people. 

G5. As it varies greatly in quality and value, the examination of the custom-house 
oHicers must be particularly rigid and minute. The delays and annoyance to whicli 
the merchant is exposed are of course proportionate. Further, it is an article of 

which 

* The Act of Parliament has been interpreted by the Court of Directors as restraining the 
government from restoring a duty abolished subsequent to its enactment. This was probably not 
intended, and it seems desirable to remove a restriction which serves no good end ; for it is 
unreasonable to hinder government from re-establishing what it need not have relinquished. 

f Imports by sea as at present. Exports on British bottoms :~Cotton piece-goods, per cent. 
— Silk and mixed piece-goods, if carried to Europe, per cent. — Ditto ditto, if carried to other 

quarters, 5 per cent. Exports on foreign bottoms : — Cotton goods, 5 per cent.— Silk and 

mixed goods, 10 per cent. 
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which almost every native above the lowest rank possesses, and carries witli him a 
certain qnantity in a state wherein it is difficult to say whether it should be taxed as 
merchandize, or exempted as being in immediate use. Hence, undoubtedly, con- 
siderable vexation to almost all classes of our native subjects. 

66. The relinquishment of the tax would certainly be a great boon to the people, 
and it is one which it would, I think, be wise to grant, under the present circum- 
stances of our fiiiaiices. Should either our revenue fail, or a necessity for expense 
arise, so as to render it necessary to revive the impost, it could certainly be done with- 
out any material difficulty. 

67 . The amount, however, of the immediate sacrifice is so large, that I should 
hesitate in recommending it, without the previous sanction of the Honourable Court. 
The immediate reduction being estimated at about Rupees 8,60,000 ; and further a 
doubt may arise, liow far we coiild with propriety continue to levy any duty on piece- 
goods, the manufacture of England, after rendering free those of Bengal., 

68. But if the 24 per cent, duty, as piece-goods imported from the United 
I^ingdom, be also relinquished, a further reduction “ ot revenue would result 
to the extent of about Rupees 1,16,000. On this point, therefore, we ought not, I 
think, to determine without previously ascertaining the sentiments of the Honour- 
able Court. 

60. There arc some other articles on which I am disposed to tliink that a change 
is desirable, particularly that important staple raw silk ; and were the sacrifice not 
too great, it is impossible to overlook the many important benefits ^yllicll would 
attend the entire reliiiquisbmciit of the internal transit duties, or to disregard the 
obvious objections that may be slated to the principle of all such taxes. 

70 . Possibly it may hereafter be found practicable to restrict the customs to the 
imports and exports of our seaports. But it is not now my intention to enter 011 a 
discussion of the effects of that measure, further than to observe, that if ever adopted, 
it should be combined with an entire revision of the rates levied on foreign commerce, 
and llmt one branch of the internal duties, those levied on foreign salt (which yielded 
about 114 lacs per annum), must be considered wdtii reference to their effect on the 
Calcutta sales. 

71 . Iain aware, of course, that even although the existing scheme of duties be 
maintained in its great outlines, various modifications in detail arc likely to be sug- 
gested. But the general effect of these will probably be rather to increase than 
reduce our resources, and for the present, therefore, 1 shall assume that, with the 
above exceptions, things arc to remain as they arc. 

72. In considering, indeed, the question of relinquishing existing duties, wc must 
always recollect that unforeseen exigencies may arise, calling for enlarged expen- 
diture, and that in such a case to re-establish what may have been given up may be 
both difficult and unpopular. Moreover, as 1 have already hinted, considering the 
subordinate character of this government, I question whether it would he justifiable 
in us to make any sacrifice of the kind, except in some obvious considerations of 
political expediency, without first submitting tlie subject for the determination of 
the authorities in England ; for it is probable that the views of those authorities may 
not entirely accord with our own as to the disposal of tiic surplus ; and as the matter 
is one of vital importance to the nation, as well as to the local government, it behoves 
us to he particularly careful not to commit ourselves by any step we cannot readily 
retrieve, and the positive relinquishment of any source of revenue is obviously of this 
description. 
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73 . AUhouffbjtbereforey lam not insensible to the objections which have been urged 
ai^inst the cmlection of town dutie^ yet I am by no means prepared to recommend 
that they should be abolished, especially as they are in the majority of cases collecti^ 
along with the internal customs. 

74 . There is however, an application of the tax, which would, 1 think, be very 
gratifying to the people, and creditable to the government; and the question of the 
disposal of the surplus, which we have, and may hereafter ex|>ect, seems to be one 
which allows of our exercising a wider latitude of discretion than 1 should feel at 
liberty to recommend in regard to the relinquishment of revenue ; for should we err 
in anticipating the approbation of the Honourable Court, in respect to the appropria- 
tion of funds to any particular object, their orders will soon correct us, and, generally 
speaking, we can readily revert to the previous condition of things, without difficulty^ 
and with no further inconvenience than may result from the temporary change in- 
curred, which, if our purpose* be good, cannot, under present circumstances, be 
regarded as a serious one. 


73* It is impossible for any one acquainted with the history and details of this go- 
vernment, not to have been struck by the conviction, that the resources of the govern- 
ment have not yet been sufficiently made available for works of general utility, or 
otherwise, for the benefit of the population subject to our rule. 

76. The deficiency of the public income to answer all the demands here and at 
home, and the natural desire of government to avoid any increase of the debt not 
absolutely unavoidable, have hitherto prevented any special application of funds to 
such purposes: indeed, until the British supremacy was fully established over the 
whole continent, it would neither have been safe nor prudent to have employed, on 
such objects, funds that might eventually be required to forward interests of more 
vital importance. 

77- Now, however, the case is altered, and I confess that 1 consider the government 
Co be tinrlor an imperative obligation to make some special assignment from the su- 
perfluities it possesses, to promote public works and other objects of extensive benefit 
to the community. The principle of such an assignment is specially recognized in 
the Act of Parliament for renewing the present Charter) for in that Act, although 
the government were at the time greatly encumbered with debt, and the obligation to 
reduce it is prominently enforced, still tlicre is a special provision for the assignment 
of a lac of rupees per annum in support of institutions for the etlucation of youth. 

78. With this example of the anxiety shewn by the Legislature to make the British 
rule conducive to the happiness and prosperity of the country, I think we shouhl fail 
in our duty, if wc did not endeavour to extend to the community some additional 
assistance, in consequence of the present efficient state of our finances. 

79 . It cannot be said that there is any want of occasion for government to extend 
its liberality, from there being no objects to which it could be directed with a prospect 
of extensive benefit. 

80. The simple fact of there being no roads in the Lower Provinces, which open, 
for a space of twenty miles together, a laud carriage throughout the year, is a suffi'« 
cient answer to any such objections; moreover, the cities and towns of the interior 
cannot bo visited without striking Che beholder with sentiments of astonishment and 
disgust at the little attention to salubrity or comfort of any kind which they exhibit in 
their plan and construction. 

81. In Bengal, especially, the want of ventilation, which arises from the narrow- 
ness of the streets ; the crowded population, congregated in masses of filthy huts ; the 
quantity of trees, bamboos and underwood; the pools, hollows, ditches and jheels, 

in 
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in which the water stagnates and becomes putrid, added to the effect of the heat 
''and moisture of the climate, render almost all the cities and towns exceedingly 
unhealthy. 

82. In Calcutta much has been effected by the Committee of Improvement who 
have had at their disposal the funds raised by the lottery. The influence of their 
measures on the salubrity of the city is already apparent, and the result affords a 
satisfactory assurance of the extent of the blessings which, by a like course^ we 
could bestow on the inhabitants of the other cities of Bengal. 

83. At Dacca, Moorshedabad, and Patna, also, committees have been appointed. 

84. Little, however, seems to have been accomplished at the first*nientioned city. 
As far back as 1810 a valuable memorandum was furnished by Mr. Strachey, on the 
public works and improvements required there ; and the same paper has subsequently 
been brought to tlie notice of government.^ The exigencies of the public service, 
however, forbade any considerable disbursement, and a few thousand rupees only 
have at different periods been devoted to the improvement of the city. But the chief 
part of Mr. Strachey’s plans remain unattempted, though ''to all appearance highly 
desirable of aceomplisbrnent. The eiicroachinent of the jungle, and the accumulation 
of the causes of disease (which in Bengal consists chiefly in want of ventilation, and 
the miasma of stagnant pools), threaten the city, though possessed of many natural 
advahtages, with a rapid progressive decay. 

85. Tlic deplorable state of Moorshedabad was represented to us so strongly, that 
an assignment of funds was made, even in the height of the late expensive political 
pleasures, to assist in improving the salubrity of the city. In aid of these funds, the 
inhabitants were called upon for a subscription, and they came forward with a willing- 
ness which, while it did credit to their feelings, sufficiently manifested their sense of 
the necessity of making some effort to remove the nuisances with which they were 
affected. 
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86. Much has been done by the committee ; but much, 1 apprehend, remains unat- 
tempted for want of funds. 

87. In Patna, too, various improvements have been suggested, which have not been 
accomplished ; and even the road leading through the town to the civil station of 
Baukipore isunpavetl, and is scarcely, 1 believe, passable for carriages during a consi* 
dcrable period# 

88. At all the cities and towns, indeed, the reports of the public officers have pointed 
out various works urgentlv required, for which the labour of the convicts, and the in- 
considerable funds derived from ferry collections, are altogether inadequate. 

89. Under these circumstances, it appears to me that it will be very appropriate, 
and at the same time a very popular measure, to assign the town duties collected in 
the several cities to the improvement of each. This article of revenue is a tax on con- 
sumption, which, falling of course on the inhabitants of the place, should especially be 
devoted to local Qlgncts, when not absolutely required to answer any purpose of state 
exigency. 

90. The collectlona being uniform in regard to the liability of articles, the amount 
realized varies with the extent of the cities, and the same proportion will be a proper 
measure of their relative claim to the consideration of government, in reflating the 
appropriation of what might be proposed to be assigned, under any plan for devoting 
funds to such obiects. Their total amount seems also especially to fit them to be ap- 
propriated exactly as they stand j for the fund is not so large as that the appropriation 

of 


* Proceedings, Judicial Department; Cons. 22d April 1819 : No. 24, Sic, 
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of it will seriously interfere with the other financial operations of the governmenty 
while less than its amount would not answer the purpose in a manner that would tend 
to its credit and reputation. 

91. The average amount of town duties realized in the three past years was Sicca 
rupees 6,21,164} distributed as shewn in the margin.* 

92. I would propose that the collections at each of the cities and towns at which 
the duty is levied, shall, from the 1st of the current month, be placed at the disposal 
of committees, consisting of the principal local officers, aided at the principal cities 
by executive and professional persons, acting under their authority ; in order to be 
employed in works of local utility, conducive to the health and comfort of the people, 
or to the general ornament and prosperity of the cities. 

93. The principal works that occur to me as falling within this description, are the 
excavation of large and wholesome tanks, the filling up of hollows, stagnant pools, 
and useless ditches, the construction of pucka drains and aqueducts, the opening of 
new streets and roads, and the paving or widening of old ones, the removal of 
nuisances arising from particular trades to the most convenient places, and many 
similar that must suggest themselves in the circumstances of the particular places. 

94. Umlcr the express declaration of the Legislature already cited, we must of 
course, even if other considerations did not prompt the resolution, consider one Ific of 
rupees out of the surplus revenue to be applicable by preference to the support of 
schools and other seminaries, as soon as a systematic scheme for the beneficial appro* 
priation of the fund shall be fashioned. 

95. The provisions of the Act embrace the whole of India; but it can scarcely be 
doubted, that, under present circumstances, the Honourable Court would sanction 
such an extension of the plan as would involve the appropriation of an entire lac of 

rupees 


* Calcutta •• 



.. Rupee. 8,57,139 14 

5 

Patna • . • • 



33,804 1 

6 

Dacca 



23,608 2 

11 

Chittagong 



2,091 6 

2 

Moorshedabad 



58,701 10 

6 

Hooghly . . 



1,950 10 

11 

Cawnpore 



16,868 12 

4 

Furruckabad 



19,074 11 

S 

Allahabad 



10,828 S 

7 

Bareilly 



19,443 12 

5 

Goruckpore 



7,334 2 

H 

Mooraaabad 



4,415 10 

5 

Agra 



14,630 10 

3 

Meerut 



7,066 4 

2 

Ally Ghur 



7,183 1 

Hi 

Banda 



4,225 11 

2 

Etawah 



2,954 0 

9 

Mirzapore 



65,004 2 

8 

Benares . . • • 



66,017 8 

9 



Total 

6,21,164 4 

2 


At Hooghly, it should be observed, the town duty is only levied on imports into the foreign 
territories, the general collection having been suspended under orders that will be hereafter 
noticed ; so, also, at Chittagong the collection is partial. 
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rupees to purposes connected with this presidency! if the mode of appropriation shall 
'meet their approbation. 

96. Wiiether the sum shall be taken from the town-duty collections^ or separately 
supplied from the gentral resources of the country, may remain for future considera- 
tion, wlien the various demands on our resources arc more completely ascertained. 
It is sufficient now to notice the object of public education as one fur which we are 
bound to provide! ami with which the town duties may be considered to be chargeable, 
if other means faiL 

97- With this reservation, the whole amount should be devoted to the public works 
above indicated. 

98. The tax being local, local purposes must of course be first attended to. But 1 
would not have the committees laid under any rigid restrictions as to the limits to 
which they are to confine the application of the funds placed at their disposal. When 
the most urgent of the <lcsiderata within the cities and towns are provided for, they 
will naturally look abroad into the neighbouring country, and the construction of 
roads bridges, and seraes, within) the district, or even wlthiit the province, may all be 
regarded as fair objects of attention, inasmuch as scarcely anything can more tend to 
the prosperity of the towns and the general facility of communication throughout 
the country. 

99. * The detail of the arrangements to be adopted for superintending and controlling 
the appropriation of these funds will be arranged in the judicial department, to which 
the execution of works of a public nature belongs. In this department it will be suffi- 
cient to define the funds applicable to such works. 

100. With regard to Calcutta, a special provision appears to be necessary; already 
a largo amount is appropriated to the iniprovemcnrs of the city, raided by means of the 
lotteries. It is known also to government, that hitherto the assessment of the city has 
not proved adequate to the charges which it is raised to defray. 

101* The amount of this deficit, therefore, while any shall continue to occur, ought, 
1 think, to be made good from the town-duty collections, and the balance (subject 
eventually to deduction on account of the sum to be appropriated to purposes of public 
instruction) should go in ai<l of the funds of the Committee of Improvement. 

102. The appropriation 1 have submitted for consideration will of course be subject 
to the approval and conbrmation of the Honourable the Court of Directors, and in 
the event of their disapproving of the measure, it cun be discontinued at a moment's 
warning, without any inconvenience, and with merely the consequence of the ex- 
penditure made in the interval of receiving the orders oftliat authority. 

103. It may hereafter deserve consideration, whether the town duties should not be 
re-established at some, at least, of the chief stations in Bengal, specified in Regula- 
tion X, 1810, at which the collection was discontinued, under orders passed by govern- 
ment on the 26th March of the following year. These orders were founded on the 
smallness of the collections made at the places in question. 

104. On the same date the Board of Commissioners were informed of the resolution 
of government to discontinue the tax at the towns of Goruckpore, Mooradabad, Ally- 
Gbiir, Bamla, Etawah, and Meerut. 

105. That Board, however, stated that the arrangements adopted by the collectors 
were generally detective, from the imperfect information unucr which they were 
necessarily compelled to act.* They held out the prospect of a considerable increase ; 

they 


* 1810 : 9th April ; Proceedings, 7th May. 
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tbev urged the unexceptionable nature of the impost. The abolition of the duty 
within the provinces subordinate to that Board was accordingly siimended, and it 
Redaction ot hag to this day been collected. Yielding at the six towns in question Rupees 41,666, 

considerably less than might he obtaineil under the more constant 
” siu wes. attention which collectors in the Lower Provinces could give to the snbjject. 

Govemor.Generars I* seems to have been somewhat inconsistent to retain the tax in provinces 

Minute. where the people are still denied the heiicdt of a perniniient settlement, and vet to 
relinquish it in the provinces of Bengal and Bciiar, and at the towns, some of which 
are, 1 imagine, more populous than those still subject to it. 

107 . The Board of Commissioners, in a letter dated SOtii June 1812, thus 
expressed themselves in regard to the impost in question :* “ The town duties, wliicli 

. in the first year of the promulgation of Regulation X of 1810, yielded Rupees 
1,96,690. 13. 9, have produced in the expired year tlie sum of Rupees 2,73,009. lOi 8, 
and may be considered still on the increase. This source of revenue appears, indeed, 
to be capable of almost indefinite improvement: it U an iinfiost to which the natives 
are habituated, through the long and established practice of the former government, 
unexceptionable in every respect, and susceptible of being extended to every populous 
town within the provinces.” 

108. Under orders from the Court of Directors, f arising out of the Coiniiiis- 
sioners’ Report, the Board of Revenue was required to state their sentiments' us to 
the expediency of extending the town duties to the principal stations of the Lower 
Proviiices. 


109. In reply the Board strongly urg^ the expediency of the measure, but the 
introduction of the police-tax being then in progress, the eonsideratiuii of the subject 
was postponed, and has not again been seriously resumed. 

1 10. Thinking, as I do, that the benefit of the duty, if applied for purposes of local 
improvement, such us have been now indicated, would amply compensate the inha- 
bitants for the inconveniences incident to its collection, and that such an application 
of the fund would almost wholly remove the unpopularity of the tex, while it would 
probably add to its protiuctiveness ; it seems to me that the collection should be 
renewed at all the stations specified in Regulation X of 1810, and that the question 
of extending it to other stations should be reconsidered. With this arrangeineiit it 
might possibly be right to discontinue the collection of the chokedarcc ta.'^ But ’on 
this subject I will not tiow enter. 


111. The above arrangements involve a reduction of the Indian surplus revenue 
to the extent of Rupees 12,91,000,^ There remains, therefore, on the calculations 
above stated, which I cannot but regard as very moderate, an annual net surplus 
of Rupees 67,09,000, applicable either to the reduction of debt, to the supply ut 
the home treasury, to the enlargement of our civil or military establishment, to 
the further execution of public works, or the establishment of neiv public institutions. 

112. Of these ol^ects I am disposed to think the more adequate administration of 
civil justice, and the improvement of our iniiitery establishments, will be found most 
urgently to require aUention. But these are points demanding separate and deliberate 
consideration. 


Fort William, 22 May 1823. 


(Signed) 


J. Adah. 


* Proceedings 29th August. + General Letter, 28th Oct. 1814. 

X Piece goods redaction Rupees. . 6,70,000^ 

Town Duty 6,21,000 


RiqieeS. 


12,91,000 
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EXTRACT Letter, Id the Sbparatk Dbpartmbnt, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor General in Council in Bengal ; dated 17th November 1826. 
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Para. 92. Wb fully concur in the reasons Instructions to 
which induced you to relieve the inhabitants of Hengal. 
the Delhi territory from a very heavy, and, in 
some respects, an oppressive system of duties, 
and to place ilietii on the same footing as the 
people in our fully-established* provinces. We 
approve entirely tlie arrangements which you 
have made for carrying this design Into effect. 

93. You will learn by our letter, dated lltli 
June 1823, that your views in relation to piece- 
goods had been anticipated hy You are 
already, therefore, in full possession of our opinions on that subject, and it is only 
furtlier necessary to inform you, that a reduction of duties on cotton-yarn, on piece- 
goods and shawls, imported from India, to a duty of ten per cent, above any internal 
excise duty on printed cottons, is among the measures this year of the British Lcgis> 
latnrc. 

tM. We have perused, with great satisfaction, the minute of youv late Governor 
General, under date the 22d May 1823. We concur entirely in his enlarged and 
heiu ficial views, accompanied as they are with suggestions, for the most part e(|uaUy 
jtidieious and practical. 

95. We have no doubt that if it be at all expedient to retain the town duties, the 
a|)proprialioii of tliat part of them which is contributed by each town to its own local 
iijipiovement, is the best mo<le of applying them. The only question is, whether the 
good likely to be cflected by the laying out of the money, under all the disadvantages 
of the case (for government expenditure is seldom an economical expenditure), will 
be an adequate compensation for all the privation and vexation to whicli these duties 
give rise in the collection. We incluie, we confess, to the opinion that it will not. 

You propose, for the superintendence of this disbursement, to form a committee of 
the officers of government on the spot ; but they will act in this case under so feeble 
an interest, and so little responsibility, that a slender portion, we should apprehend, 
of the attention of a class of men wliosc time and thoughts are so much engrossed by 
the calls of imperative duty, would be reserved to this accessory department. One 
thing might operate, in some degree at least, as a corrective of that apathy which 
may otherwise be anticinated, namely, a mixture in each committee of improvement 
of some of the principal men oniong the natives of the place. This, if not otherwise 
objectionable, would have two advantages} it would infuse into the committee a 
portion of that interest in the improvements which is necessary to secure exertion for 
the attainment of them, and it would be a case in which a gratifying share in the 
maiiagcmenl; of their own concerns would be conferred, without any risk, upon the 
natives, an object which you have often pointed out to our attention as one of the 
greatest importance. 


[Letter from the Governor General in 
Council to the Court of Directors ; dated 
30tli July (347 to 357 ; also the 

uhole of letter 29th JVlay 1823, in the 
Territorial Department.) Establish- 
ment in the Delhi territory of the 
** same system of custom rules as are in 
force on the Regulation side of the 
<< Jumna; reduction of the transit duty 
** on piece-goods ; and appropriation of 
the town duties to local purposes.’*] 
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EXTRACT Letter in tlie Sbparatk Dbpartmknti from the Governor-Genera) 
in Council, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors^ dated 31st May 1827* 

Para. 17* On the 10th of February 1825, we communicated to your Honourable 
Court the apprehensions that we entertained with regard to the line of policy likely 
to be piir<ued by the government of the Netherlands, in carrying into effect those 
clauses of the treaty concluded by His Majesty^s Government with that power, which 
refer to the rate of duties to be levied in its Eastern dependencies upon the import of 
British or British-Indian produce. 

18. Having referred the subject of that despatch ftir the consideration of your 
Honourable Court, we proceeded, on the date noted in tlie margin,* to modify our 
custom- laws, In conformity with the treaty above referred to, extending, of course, to 
the subjects of all European states in amity with Great Britain, and of the United 
States of America, a participation in the privileges, with regard to customs, granted 
to the subjects of the Netherlands government. We took advantJ^e of the same 
opportunity to consolidate and simplify the existing rules, whether affected or not by 
the considerations above-mentioned, relative to the rates of duty chargeable, and 
drawbacks allowed on imports and exports by sea. 

19. The law is numbered as Regulation XV of 1825, and bears date the 14th of 
July 1825 ; but upon u reference made by the Board of Customs whilst it was in tlie 
press,t we directed that its provisions, as far as they related to foreign goods or ship* 
ping, should take effect from the 7th May 1825, the date on which the settlement of 
Chinsurah was delivered over by the Netherlands autliorities. 

20. Your Honourable Court will observe that that Regulation rescinds all those 
provisions of previous enactments by wlilch the rates of duty and drawback above- 
mentioned Were fixed, supplying the place by three schedules appended to and form- 
ing a part of the new law. The plan is simple, and doubtless a great improvement 
upon the old system, under which much valuable time and labour was lost in searcli- 
ing for and ascertaining ibe scattered information which is now presented in a com* 
pact form, and with every facility for reference, both to the officers of government and 
the commercial community. The first schedule specified the amount of duties charge* 
able on the several descriptions of goods imported by sea; the second, the drawback 
allowed upon re-*cx| 2 ort ; and the third regulates the duties or drawbacks on articles 
produced or manufactured in the country, when exported by sea. 

21. For further particulars we beg to refer your Honourable Court to the note sub- 
mitted to us with the draft of the Regulation, by Mr. Secretary Mackenzie, and to 
the Regulation itself. The former particularizes and explains all deviations fronv^tlie 
rates proposed by the Board, or from former rules and practice, upon the grounds of 
policy or expediency applicable to each case. We would particularly direct your 
notice to paragraphs 8 to 13 of that memorandum, which bear upon the subject of 
re-exports. 

22. With reference to the 14th and following paragraphs of the paper above alluded 
to, we would earnestly request the attention of your Honourable Court to the pro- 
positions laid before us at the same time, in a separate form, by Mr. Mackenzie, 
respecting the expediency of a radical change in the system of custom-law, by the 
abolition of all internal transit duties, and the extensive modification of the rules 
applicable to imports. 

23. We mo<t co/dially coincide in all the opinions expressed by Mr. Mackenzie 

with 

* 1825 : Cons. 23d June, No. 16 to 26. f ^25 : Cons. 29ih September, No. 1? and 13. 
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with regard to the cIiiniRiiiess, vexation, and expense of the Bystem under which a 
" revenue is raised through the medium of inland transit duties. It cannot be doubted, 
especially when the nature of the native agency unavoidably employed^ is taken into 
consideration, that a direct tax is levied upon traders, far exceeding in amount the 
sum which the duty brings into the coffers of the state, and even from this heavy 
deductions are afterwards made for the payment and maintenance of numerous 
officers and large establishments ; and it must also be borne in mind that, in addition 
to the expense incurred in satisfying the legal demands or extortion of the officers of 
government, the mercantile community must frequently be subject to heavy losses 
from detention, which benefit neither the state nor individuals, but which operate 
with as much effect upon the cost of the article, and, consequently, upon its chance 
in a foreign market, as an export duly payable in Calcutta, or customs levied at the 
port of its destination. 

24 . Mr. Mackenzie calculates that the general defalcation which the abolition of 
transit duties would occasion, supposing that no alteration was made in the rate of 
sea import and export duties, and that the duty on westprn salt at Agra and else- 
where were retained for the protection of the monopoly in the Lower Provinces, 
would amount to twenty-two lacs of rupees. But he is of opinion that the increasu 
of trade 0011*50(111001 upon the introduction of so free and unhampered a system, 
woqld considerably enhance the revenue derived from export customs, even without 
any change of rates; and the abolition of the several custom -houses in the interior 
would afibrd another large oft-set to the loss specified above. We think also that the 
defiilcation might be still further reduced by continuing the duties upon shawls and 
other articles, the produce or manufacture of foreign India, imported into our terri- 
tories by laud, M hich might be collected, at a very trifling additional expense, by the 
e'^tablishments necessary for the realization of the western salt duty : and under the 
present exigencies of the public service, it is a consideratiou of no little weight that 
the measure, if carried into execution, would place at our disposal for general 
purposes a number of officers now employed in superintending the collection of 
transit duties. 

25 . The greater part of the deficiency, however, could not be replaced without a 
complete revision of our sea export and import customs ; and even that measure 
M’ould not, probably, immediately meet it to its full extent. So extensive a change of 
system could not, of course, under any circumstances, be introduced witlioui the 
formal sanction of your Honourable Court'; and at the present moment our finances 
are in such a depressed state, that no plan involving a .sacrifice of uclually existing 
revenue, can consistently be acted upon, however easy or safe its execution may 
appear, and whatever certainty of future advantages it may hold out. But this con- 
sideration does not, and should not, blind us to its excellencies, nor deter us from look- 
ing forward to a period when, with the concurrence of your Honourable Court, it 
may wisely and beneficially be adopted. 

26 . We bog to refer your Honourable Court to Mr. Mackenzie’s note for several 
important remarks upon the comparative value of an exjiort trade to India, arising 
from the artificial nature of her connection with England ; the relative pressure of 
import and export dntiiis respectively upon the trader and consumer; the principles 
by which such customs, hut particujarly the latter, should be regulated ; the degree 
of preference to be given to the produce and manufactures of Great Britain, or to 
goods imported on British bottoms, or articles of a similar nature, the procfuce or 
manufacture of foreign states, or imported on foreign shipping; and other niatters of 
an interesting nature, connected with the general question. On these it would be 
highly instructive and useful to this government to receive a couimuiiication of the 
genera) views of your Honourable Court. 
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27* In the meantime we shall sedulously seek for information calculated to illus- 
trate these subjects^ and to afford useful light upon such important and delicate 
points of legislature. 


EXTRACT Letter, In the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to 
the Governor-General in Council in Bengal; dated lOtli June 1829. 


[Letter from the Governor-General 
in Council to the Court of Directors ; 
dated Slst May 1827.— (17 to 27.) 
** Modification of the customs regula- 
tions, rendered necessary in conse- 
** quence of the treaty with the Nether- 
lands government of 17th March 
1824.”] 


Para. 6. Wk think that your mode of proceed- 
ing in this matter has been judicious. We have 
no doubt that, by rescinding all those provisions 
of former enactments by which the rates in ques- 
tion were established, and consolidating the whole 
ill one single plan, much time and trouble, which 
was expended under the confusion of the old 
system, will be saved both to the officers of 
government and the mercantile community. 


'J'he alteration of tlic rates, so far as demanded by tlic treaty, requires no remark. 
We cannot doubt the propriety of your preserving tlie equality between the state 
of the Netherlands and other states in amity with Great Britain, by granting the same 
privileges to all. None of the other changes are of sufficient importance (especially 
as a still more general revision and enactment is in preparation) to call at present 
for particular notice. 


7. At the same time with the draft of the Regulation for effecting these changes, a 
note was submitted to you by Mr. Secretary Mackenzie, staling some general view.s 
with regard to your policy of customs, to which you earnestly request our attention. 
These views appear to us not only to be sound, but to be accompanied with such sug- 
gestions for their limitation, when applied to existing circumstances, as practical 
wisdom appears to require. With re.^pect to the transit or inland duties on com- 
merce, you are not unapprized of the weight which we have long attached to the 
objections against them, and you may therefore anticipate our concurrence in the 
ivish that is expressed by Mr. Mackenzie, that a inode could be adopted, without 
enfeebling the resources of your government, of relieving the people and their 
industry from the burthen wiiich tliis duty lays upon them, of which we are satisfied 
that Mr. Mackenzie speaks in no exaggerated terms, when he describes it as ‘*a com- 
plex and burthensome system, which divides by various artificial barriers the different 
provinces of the country from each other; expose.s ilic merchant to numerous deten- 
tions, frequently vexatious and expensive, and subjects the community in general to 
the hateful requisition of a host of petty tyrants-.'* Both yourselves and Mr. Mac- 
kenzie feel the impolicy of risking any thing by an experiment, in the present state 
of your finances ; and he only throws out for consideration the suggestion of so 
modifying the duties of export and import as to supply the deficit in your treasury 
which would be created by the loss oi the inland duties. Whether your sea-borne 
commerce could hear the imposition of such duties as would thus be required, we 
have not materials before us on which to found an opinion ; and a proposition of such 
importance must undergo very careful consideration before it can be adopted as a 
practical measure. We have no doubt, however, that the public, if no depression of 
commerce would he the result, would feel much less the hurtheu of paying the same 
revenue levied on the external than the internal trade ; and we agree w\m you, that 
the impediment arising from existing circumstances, should not blind you to the 
excellences of the one of these modes compared with the other, nor deter you from 

looking 
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looking forward to a period when, with our concurrence, that which tnerite pre- 
' Terence may be wisely and beneficially adopted." It is not necessary to enlarge upon 
the other points of commercial policy touched upon in the note of your secretary; it 
is sufficient to declare our conviction that the scope and spirit of his observations arc 
sound and correct ; and that, as far as possible, your measures should be founded on 
similar views. Attention to the modifications with which general conclusions ought 
to be reduced to practice, Mr. Mackenzie most judiciously inculcates; and we, at 
this distance, can form but a very general and imperfect estimate of the peculiar 
modifications which (he varying circumstances of India In this, as in other cases, may 
require. 


11 . 

TRADE. 

Reduction of 
Customs and 
Inland Duties. 

Court's 
Instructions to 
Bengal. 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Skparatk Dkpartmknt, from the Governor-General in 
Council, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors; dated dOth October 1828. 

Para. 101. Ooii proceedings of the annexed dates contain the result of onr endea- 
vour to procure the information required liy your Iloiioiirable Court, ^ in your letter of 
the 11th June 1823, relating to the annual export of piece-goods from the year 1793; 
also respecting the price of that article in each year, as well as in regard to the 

g rice of raw cotton, cotton tliread, the wages of labour, unci the price of grain. 7*he 
(oard of Trade, in submitting their opinion, stated the advantages which would 
result from encouraging native manufacturers and weavers, and dilated on the effect 
which that measure would have upon the revenue of government. 

102. We remarked, that the statements furnished by the Board in this instance 
afforded no means of comparison between the rates of wages or of value in different 
])arts of the country ; for in the mode of estimating the several articles which had 
formed the subject of inquiry, us in the ([uality reported, there was no uniformity, but 
each of the residents had apparently made his own selection. Thus, witii respect to 
the wages of labour, in some instances the rate was slated by the daily price, 
and in some at the rate per seer of cotton yarn produced, whicli latter, as the 
yarn was of extremely variable intrinsic worth, afforded necessarily a very fallible 
criterion. 

103. Nevertheless, as the same mode of expressing the result appeared to have 
been carried through each year for tlie same residency, the statement would, .<o far 
as it could be relied upon, afford the means of judging of the fluctuations from 
year to year; and as this was one principal object in culling for the statements, 
at the same time that to obtain more uniform and complete information through 
the means of the commercial officers seemed to be an operation attended with 
more delay and trouble than liad been anticipated, we deemed it expedient to allow 
the statements to be recorded us they were, for eventual transmission to your 
Honourable Court. 

104. With respect to the concluding observations in the letter of the Board of Trade, 
we only remarked that the dimiiuition of the export trade in cotton piece-goods, and 
the loss to India of that command of the markets of the world in this article which it 
had enjoyed for ages before, had been owing to causes quite independent of the fiscal 
measures of government. The cheap labour of Bengal had not been able to compete 
with the spinning- iennies and power-looms of England; but this country could have 
no treason to complain while the produce of Its labour had the command of the local 
market ; and the piece goods being made on the spot where they arc consumed, tlie 
promptness of return must necessarily secure this to the manufacturer, especially 

since 
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since the article had been relieved from the unequal impost, in the shape of transit 
duty, which had been laid on at a time when Bengal piece-goods were supposed to be 
beyond the influence of all competition. 

105. We could not admit that the duty of five per cent, on cotton wools had any 
material Influence on the price of the cloth, or was calculated to place the Bengal 
manufacturer on a footing of disadvantage relatively to the manufacturer of Europe, 
whose operations are conducted with an article originally of foreign growth, and 
procured therefore at much greater cost. 

106. On the whole, under existing circumstances, and until the revenues of India 
should again yield a surplus, \vc thought it would be impossible to make further re- 
ductions ill the rates of duty chargeable on cottons by the existing tariff. 


BENGAL : — Skparatk Department, Customs. 

Oiir Governor-General in Council, at Fort William, in Bengal. 

■ 

27 January, 18S0. 

Para. 1. Our last letter to you in this department was dated the 6th May last. 

2. We now reply to paragraphs 101 to 106 of your letter in this department, daleil 
30th October, l^H, stating the result of your eiuleavoiirs to procure the information 
required by our despatch, dated 11th June 1823, in regard to the mauufacturc and 
traffic of cotton goods, and also your decision relative to our recommendation con- 
tained in that despatch, to abolish the duties on the transit and exportation of those 
goods. 

3. It is to this latter subject that we now direct your attention ; because, though 
wc agree with you that fiscal regulations have not had the principal share in depress- 
ing tills branch of Indian traffic, and that they cun operate but feebly towards its 
revival, we are, nevertherless, exceedingly desirous that they should offer no obstruc- 
tion to it. 

4. In our letter above referred to, wc said, Upon all these considerations, we 
direct, that on the receipt of this communication you do immediately take into your 
particular consideration the propriety of abolishing all internal duties, under whatever 
name collected, on piece-goods and on raw cotton, the produce either of our own 
territories or those of our allies. The principles on which our views are founded 
appear to us so clear and just, that we can hardly anticipate any possible objections 
on your part. Unless, therefore, you can show that we are essentially mistaken in 
the facts from which these views are drawn, wc desire tliat you will immediately 
proceed to the abolition, and that you will communicate your decision to the other 
presidencies, and require them to adopt the same line of conduct.'* 

5. You have made no objection to the principles on which this recommendation 
was founded ; and have grounded your non-coiiipliaiice on the single circumstance of 
the state of your finances. It is highly necessary that we should have some precise 
data to go upon, in a case of this nature, aiiil you ought, undoubtedly, along with the 
report of your having come to a decision contrary to our recommendation, to have 
transmitted a statement of the amount of revenue which you thought it impolitic to 
forego: if the amount were considerable, we should agree with yon, that a more 
favourable time should be waited for; if, as we infer from the imperfect materials 
before us, the revenue now drawn from this source is but small, the importance of 
relieving this branch of trade from its burthens would appear to us a sufficient com- 
pensation. We therefore desire you, either, if we are correct in this inference, to act 

upon 
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upon our former orders, or if not, to send tis without delay a statement of the revenue 
wliich yon derive from the duties upon cotton. In the former case our view would 
include the abolition of all internal duties on cotton piece-goods (whether mixed with 
silk or not, but not piece-goods entirely silk), and on raw cotton ; with the exporta- 
tion, exempt from duty, ot cotton piece-goods: we wish to retain the impost upon 
the export of raw cotton to all places other than the United Kingdom, to the extent 
now levied as transit duty, imposing u direct duty on such export equal to the present 
transit duty, which we desire to abolisli. 

6. The general objections to transit duties appear to us more deserving of attention 
each time we recur to the subject. The suggestion of Mr. Secretary Mackenzie, of 
supplying the place of the revenue thence derived by an increase of custom <luty on 
goods imported, to which we adverted in our letter dated 10th June 1829, though 
not free from objections, deserves to be seriously considered, as promising to operate 
less injuriously than the system of transit duties, if no better substitute cun be devised. 
Wc desire you, therefore, maturely to weigh all considerations having reference to 
the details of this plan, and to transmit to us the result of 'your deliberations without 
delay. The best expedient for saving time will possibly be to frame the Regulation, 
the enactment of which you would recommend ; and, when transmitted, we can sanc- 
tion and return it immediately, if we find it conformable to our views. 


• 

Wu are your alTectionate friends, 

(Signed) 

J. Loch. 

N. B. Edmonstone. 


W. Astkll. 

J. Behb. 


J. Morris. 

W. S. Clarkb. 


C. E. Prescott. 

J. Thornhill. 

London, 27 th January 1830. 

H. Alexander. 

J. Mastbrman. 

J. G. Ravenshaw. 

C. Mills. 


G« Raikes. 

J. D. Alexander. 

H. St. G. Tucker. 
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EXIRACT Letter, in the Sbparatb Department, from the Governor-General in 
Council, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors ; dated 1st October 1830. 

1 Honourable Court will perceive that the tariff of inland custom duties, 

levied at this presidency, has lately attracted the attention of the Finance Committed 
and that we have directed its revision, with particular reference to the sentiments of 
your Honourable Court ; besides which, these duties have been the subject of frequent 
M*se|Mrately connection with the sea-customs revenue 

minf".*” **i?****”^’ Honourable Sir Charles T. Metcalfe recorded his senti> 
ments on this subject, and submitted some propositions having for their object to 
increase the revenue denved from sea-enstoms by enhancing the rates. 

r ^ him to the consideration of the question, 

shoSd be regSlited ® principles upon which he thought the department 

Ist. That it was right to turn our attention towards any practicable and unob- 
jectionable increase of revenue, at a time when wc found it difficult, without 
probable injury to the public interests, in addition to much individual loss 
ano disappointment, to reduce our expenditure within our income. 

U 
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2d. That 
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2d. That the custom revenue of the port of Calcutta offered a source of increase 
under new regulations. 

3d. That India had a right to a fair and reasonable custom revenue in her 
ports. 

4th. That any regulations in the ports of the United Kingdom, which were 
unjust and injurious towards tte trade of India, ought to abolished or 
modified. 

5tb. That the best rules generally to be adopted in raising the custom revenue 
of this port, would be freedom of trade and equality of duties for every 
country and every flag ; and, 

6th. That the duties to be levied ought to be such as would produce the highest 
revenue without impeding consumption. 

15. The minute in question had reference exclusively to the existing tariff of 
custom duties on the imports and exports at this presidency. We resolved to trans- 
mit a copy of it to the Civil Finance Committee, with instructions to the following 
effect. 

16. It being one of the objects contemplated in the appointment of the Finance 
Committee that they should advise government in respect to the means of improving 
revenue, as well as for the curtailment of expenditure, we stated that we had thought 
it advisable to submit for their report the following questions, adverted to in the 
above-mentioned minute, a copy of which accompanied : 

First. Whether the duties on Imports and exports by sea might not be equalized, 
with certain exceptions, and at the same time augmented, so as to be more productive 
than at present. 

Second. Whether the distinctions of the present tariff, in the case of goods the 

C reduce of other than His Majesty*s dominions, and likewise those referring to the 
ottom, whether British or foreign, might not be revised advantageously. Tbc prin- 
ciple on which the rates were made to increase in geometric progression (being for 
the most part doubled to foreigners on either account), appeared to us to bear hard 
on articles of high value, when assessed with a high ad valorem duty. We w*ere uot 
prepared to go the length argued in the minute of Sir C. T. Metcalfe, and abandon 
altogether the advantage secured by the tariff for the productions and for the ship- 
ping of Great Britain ; the question in regard to which wc desired the Finance Corn* 
mittee’s mature opinion respected only tbc proper line to he drawn in giving encou- 
ragement to both, without Injuring revenue on one hand, and unnecessarily restrict- 
ing the commerce of foreigners on the other. 

Third. The rates of the tariff on what used to he called the country trade, but 
which are at present applicable to imports and exports from and to all places except 
Great Britaii^ foreign Europe, and the United States of America, seemed to us to 
require revision, nioi*e especi^ly since they had eome to be applied to the produc- 
tions of British colonies and settlements, and to those of the states or South 
America, whose indepeudence had for some time been recognized. 

17« The regulation of the tariff on the external trade would of course, we stated, 
require a reference to your Honourable Court before any alteration could be made 
thereon. It Involved, however, questions of principle rather than that of accurate 
ac(]^uaintauce with the course of trade and the practice and details of commerce, 
which required specific investigation ; at the same time the rates that might finally he 
settled would, when approved by your Honourable Court, apply eoually to the three 
presidencies. We usg^, therefore, that it was desirable we snouid receive an early 

communication 
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- communication of the Finance Cnmmittee ‘8 sentiments on this subject, Mnth a view 
to its being brought without loss of time to the notice of your Honourable Court. 

18. Wc added further, in our communication to the Finance Committee, that the 
i-evisiou of the tariff of inland transit duties was a matter of equal importance, not 
necessarily connected with the points referred, but on which we were also desirous 
to learn their sentiments, when the subject might have been considered by them in 
detail. The entire abandonment of these duties had been more than once submitted 
to our consideration, and if an equivalent could be found for them in any other im> 
posts, the question was one which, with reference to the sentiments of your Honour- 
able Court, wc were disposed to entertain. 

19. Upon the above instructions to the Finance Committee, Sir C, T. Metcalfe 
rccordc«l a second minute, containing some observations in explanation of his views 
iu respect to the proposed revision of the tariff rates : in this minnte Sir C. T. Met- 
pilfe suggested that a statement should be prepared of the transit duties which' were 
indicated as proper to be abolished, and an account of the annual revenue derived 
froQt those duties. 

20. Our secretary iu the General Department, in compliance with this requisition 

laid before ns a note relative to inland customs, to which we beg to refer your 
Hotfourable Court. ^ 

21. Sir C. T. Metcalfe thercu|)on recorded a further minute in explanation of his 
former minutes on the subject, which, together with an additional note by our 
secretary, and a statement of the collectors upon every article of commerce at each 
custom-house, for the year 1827 - 28 , will be found in the proceedings of the date 
cited in the margin. 

22 . The Finance Committee, in a letter recorded on the annexed date, submitted 
their reply to the instructions cited, reporting on certain points connected with the 
equalization of duties on imports and exports by sea, and a revision of the nrcsent 
tariff of rates. 
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23. In acknowledging the receipt of the above-mentioned report, we apprized the 
committee that we approved for the most part the views and suggestions offered bv 
them 5 and dwired them to proceed with the revision of the tariff on the princinlcs 
explained in their letter. In order to put the committee in possession of the views 
of the authorities in England, to whom the new schedule of duties would necessarilv 
have to be submitted before it could be passed into law, we forwarded to them a 
aipy of your Honourable Court’s despatch of the 27th January 1830, which had 
ju^st then been received. We remarked to the Finance Committee that they would 
observe that your Honourable Court were not only prepared to receive a recommen- 
dation for a change in this branch of the receipts of the government, hut had 
actually enjoined the revision to be undertaken. Before adopting, however anv 
measures lor the abandonment of the duties proposed to be discontinued, we’inti- 
mated to the committee that we had called for some information from the Board of 
Customs, salt and opium, in respect to the amount collected on the particular article, 
noticed by your Honourable Court for exemption from dutv. The records of the 
Boa^ and of government were of course open to the Finance Committee and it 
would be a source of satisfiiction to us to have the report of their sentiments and 
recommendations at as early a date as possible, in aid of our decision as to X 
course to be taken upon your Honourable Court’s orders in this respect. 

observed, would be able to judge, as they proceeded with 
their labours, of the convenience, or the contrary, of giving the wised tariff the 
shape of a single schedule for all articles, as at or of makin^elS. duly pm! 

^ ® P^ 
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posed for alteration the subject of a separate Regulation. The onlv benefit expected 
from following the latter course was, that government would tnereby avoid the 
chance of its being deemed necessary in England to reject the whole scheme of 
revised duties, because one item might be disapproved, in consequence of there 
existing no authority in the Court to alter the Regulation as transmitted from India. 

25. From the above recapitulation of our proceedings on this important question, 
your Honourable Court will be able to judge of the degree of attention it has excited, 
and of the principles which have hitherto guided our determination. We wish the 
whole scheme of our customs* revenue to be revised, and put on an unexceptionable 
footing ill all respects ; but we are desirous to avoid incurring any present sacrifice 
of revenue, and are particularly anxious not to commit ourselves to any measures 
involving such a sacrifice until an entire scheme for their duties shall be approved by 
us, and we shall be able to judge of the extent of loss threatened, and of the effect 
of the measures proposed to be taken on the revenue on one band, and on the in* 
ternal and external trade of the country on the other. 

26. So soon as the Finance Committee shall have furnished the report called for, 
with a revised schedule for import, export, and internal duties, we shall not fail to 
address your Honourable Court at length on the subject; indeed, it will be necessary 
for us to submit to your Honourable Court for approval any Regulation we may 
resolve to pass for altering the rates of duty now levied in cither branch. 


Appendix, No. 20. 


COPIES or Extracts of all Despatches sent to India by the Court of 
Directors since the passing of the Act 53 Geo. III. c. 155, relating 
to the Collection of any of the Revenues of the Indian Governments 
in kind. 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Rbvbnub Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor in Council at Bombay; dated 14th July 1819. 


[Letter from the Governor in Council 
to the Court of Directors; dated 2Sth 
May 1817— (159 to 166.) “ A refe- 
rence has been made to the collectors 
** of the different districts to consider 
** and report upon the best mode of 
“ givinff effect to the instructions con- 
** tained in the i58th paragraph of the 
** Court's despatch for commuting the 
** payments of the revenue in kind for 
« equivalent money-contributions ; and 
the collector of Salsette has been 
*• called upon to furnish informatioa as 
** to what extent the cultivators of 
** Salsette have availed themselves of 
*• the option which they have enjoyed 
** since 1798 of paying the revenue In 
** grain or in money.** J 


Para. 98. You will of course transmit to us all 
the information which you may receive upon this 
important subject. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT Letter, in the Revenue Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor in Council, at Bombay; dated 7th April 1824. 


[Letter from the Governor in Council 
to the Court of Directors; dated 7tli 
March 1821. — ^51 to 54.) R^ort of 

** the collector in the Northern Concan, 
on the effect of the option allowed 
them to pay a money-commutation 
« for payment in kmd.*'3 


Para. 25. We feel both surprise and dis- 
pleasure at the fact^ attested by the collector, 
that owing to the imperfect publication and 
imperfect language of the Regulation^ the 
people of Salsettc have remained in Ignorance 
of the option allowed them. We trust that 
special precaution will be taken to remove and 
prevent, in all cases, an evil of so much mag- 
nitude. We still remain imperfectly informed, not only with respect to the progress 
which has been made in the territory subject to your government, in commuting 
payments in kind into money, but with respect to the difficulties which oppose It, 
and the means which you possess of overcoming them. We refer you to paragraph 1)8 
of our letter, dated 14th July 1819. 
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EXTRACT Letter, in the Rkvrnur Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor in Council, at Fort St. George; dated 18th August 1824. 

Para. 24.. It was no doubt expedient to adhere, as you did, to the principle of a 
fixed money assessment, notwithstanding the predilection of the people * for their old 
method of a division of the produce ; and you seem not to have neglected any inquiry 
which was necessary to enable you to fix the demand according to the productive 
power of the lands. 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Revenue Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor in Council, at Bombay; dated 14th November 1827. 


[Letter from the Governor in Council 
to the Court of Directors ; dated 15th 


Para. 7* It is satisfactory to learn, that with 
the exception of some parts of the Southern 
Concan, the revenues arc received in money in 
all the terntories subordinate to your presidency. 
In these same parts of Coucan the ryots pre- 
... , . , feiTcd paying in money in the particular year 

to which your observations related ; and though we apprehend that this was owing 
to the scarcitv which was experienced in that year, the practice, once begun, should 
be persevered in if possible. 


June 1825, — (14.) “ Piwment in money, 
not in kind, general in the Bombay 
« Territoiy.”] 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor-General in Council, in Bengal ; dated 18th May 1831. 

• learn by your letter of the 7th July 1829, that you have deemed it 

inexpedient to maintain an ngengr in Arracan; that you had resolved to leave the 
manufacture and local consumption free, and merely to purchase salt for export to 
Calcutta, or receive it in payment of the land revenue, at 7 annas to the maund, as a 
resource to those who depended on the manufacture for a livelihood. 


* Of Tanjoie. 


Appendix, 
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Appendix, No. 21. 


COPIES or Extracts of all Despatches sent to India by the Court of 
Directors since the passing of the Act 53 Geo. III. c. 155, as to the 
Interference of the Agents of the Company with Private Traders 
in respect of any Article of which both are Purchasers. 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Public Department^ from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor- General in Council, in Bengal; dated 6th September 1813. 

22. With respect to the commercial branch, we strictly enjoin your scrupulous 
attention to its econonsy and management,, not only as it may be connected with the 
proper applications and employment of our own funds, but as it may be affected by 
the enlarged or general competition which is now admitted into the trade of India. 

23. You will from time to time be furnished with our orders upon this subject, but 
we cannot omit, on the present occasion, expressing our expectation, that all our 
servants shall conduct themselves with liberality and candour, and act to the full 
spirit of the Legislature, so that if the traders should be disappointed in their views, 
they may have no ground for imputing their disappointment to any deviation, on our 
part, from the principle upon which the trade is opeued to them. 


EXTRACT Commercial Letter from the Honourable the Court af Directors to the 
Governor in Council, at Fort St. George ; dated 6th November 1822. 

32. No covenanted servant who shall be employed in the provisioR or management 
of any part of our investment, either at the presidency or at the subordinates, may 
engage in private trade of any kind,, but must devote his whole time and best talents 
to the service of the Company. 


EXTRACT Commercial Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors to 
the Governor-General in Council,, at Fort William in Bengal; dated 3d De- 
cember 18S. 


[Commercial Letter from Bengal; 
dated ist ^nl 1622: — (Paras. 20 to 
27.) « The Governor-General in Coun- 
cil refer to their letter of the 4th 
^ January 1821, respecting the case of 
Mr. H. Williams, late commercial re- 
^ sident at Commeccolly, in which they^ 
had incidentally adverted to the expe- 
" diency of revoking the privilege of 
‘‘ private trade enjoyed by tne coiamer- 
** cial servants, and then stated their 
** opinion, that on the existing scale of 
^ the investments, the emoluments of 
^ the commercial a^nts were suffici- 
** CDtly large to render the revocation a 


2- We have taken into our serious considera- 
tion the subject matter of the paragraphs which 
are noticed in the margin ; viz, the expediency 
of longer continuing to the residents at the com- 
mercial fiictorics the privilege of engaging in 
trade upon their private account. 

3. The result of our deliberations has satisfied 
us, notwithstundiiig the doubts expressed in our 
letter of the 9th February 1821, regarding the 
article of raw silk, that it is not expedient lo 
disturb the present system by depriving the 
commercial servants at the factories of the pri- 
vilege of engaging in private commerce, pro- 
vided it be conducted according to the terms of 
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** matter of no hai>d^p lo them. Had 
" called upon the Board of Trade for 
their lentiments upon this subject, 
and desired them to report on the 
means adopted to ^irard against im- 
« proper advances being made by the 
commercial residents, and to prevent 
« accumulations of outstanding balances. 
Reply of the Board transmitted, and 
the particular attention of the Court 
requested to the proceedings. The 
** privilege of private trade does not ap- 
« pear to prove advantageous to the 
commercial residents; if sufficient time 
** were given to the present officers for 
** closing their present concerns, it might 
** be prohibited in future, without depriv- 
ing them of any justly-expected emo- 
“ lument. Government, however, deem 
« it equitable that the present residents 
** should receive some compensation for 
“ what might, under a change ofcircum- 
** stances prove a source of profit to them. 
** Difficulty in estimating the rate of in- 
** dcmnification for the loss of a privilege 
“ which may only eventually prove ad- 
vantageous. Great inequality in the 
** emoluments of the different factories. 
“ An increase of salary would be more 
** suitable than the allowance of the full 
** commission of five per cent. The 
Commercial Department called upon 
to state the time in which they could 
reasonably expect to terminate the 


the existing Regulations.— See the Letter from 
Lord Cornwallis to the Court of Directors 5 dated 
the Ist November various other docu- 

ments about that period, as noticed in the mar- 
gin,* more especially the Minute in Council of 
the 30th October I7fl0f and the Regulation for 
weavers, No. XXXI of 1793. 

4. In communicating to the Board of Trade 
our present directions, you will be pleased to 
issue an injunction to that DoanI to exercise all 
due vigilance in causing the commercial servants 
to conform strictly to all the orders and limita- 
tions which have been issued from time to time 
for the government of their conduct in respect 
of their private trade. 

•5. The seventh and eighth clauses of the 
Regulation XXXI of 1793, ordain that a com- 
mercial resident shall not take any commission 
for agents or others, but deal merely upon his 
own stock as a merchant, nor shall he carry 
on any trade in his aurung, directly or indirectly, 
in the name of any other person; and the tenth 
clause requires that he shall annually report to 
the Board of Trade the amount of his private 
dealings, iu order that the Board may communi- 
cate to government any observations which the 
subject may require; notwithstanding which 
enactments, it appears that the commercial resi- 
dent at Gosslrnbuzar (and possibly others) is 
engaged largely in partnership concerns, by which 
the liegiilation is rendered nugatory-f 

6. You 


II. 

tradc. 

Interference 
with Private 
Traders. 

Court's 
Instructions 
to India. 


* Court’s General Letter to Bengal 12th April 1736 

Ditto Commercial ditto 27th March 1787 

Ditto . . ditto 2Bth ditto 1788 

Ditto . . ditto 28th April 1790 

Ditto Public Letter ditto. 

Ditto .. ditto 10th April 1805 

Ditto Commercial 9th April 1814 

Governor-General in Council to ihe Court, Public Department 19th Feb. 1787 

Ditto ditto 6th March 1787 

Lord Cornwallis to the Court 1st Nov. 1788 

Governor-General to ditto, Public Department . . . . 10th Aug. 1789 

Minute of Governor-General in Council 22d Jan. 1787 

Resolution of Government 29th Jan. — 

Board of Trade proceedings . . 22d March — 

Ditto 12th Sept. — 

Ditto 7th Dec. — 

Bengal Public Consultation 4th March 1789 

Ditto aoth Oot. — 


t See Mr. Dros’s Letter to the Board of Trade, dated the iSth Doc. 1821. 
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private speculations in which they 
were engaged. The Board of Trade 
called upon to state their sentiments. 
** A member of the Board to visit the 
** factories periodically, in order to check 
improper advances to the Pykars, &c, 
** An attentive consideration of the 
** circumstances stated by the Board 
of Trade, and the several* commercial 
residents, has confirmed the Govemor- 
General in Council in the opinion they 
before entertained of the expediency 
of withdrawing the privilege of private 
trade hitherto enjoyed by the Com* 
** mercial Department. But desirous to 
avoid so serious an innovation without 
** the special sanction of the Court, shall 
** await the receipt of Court's orders, I 
“ which are earnestly requested."] 


^ 6. Yi)ii will therefore direct that any conimer-* 
eial servant, whether resident or aasi»tant at the 
factories, wlio may be engaged in partnership 
concerns (a course of proceeding which we con- 
sider to be in violation of the spwit of the Regu- 
lations), proceed to close the same without delay; 
and you will require such of the commercial 
ser vants to deliver to the Board of Trade a decla- 
ration, in writing, either that lie is free fi'om any 
partnership engagements, or that he will free 
himself therefrom in such space of lime as the 
Governor-Geueral in Council may appoint; and 
if he sliall be so engaged that he cannot close his 
partnership concerns within the period which 
government may ordain, he must retire or be 
removed from his office. 

7 . We further desire that you promulgate a 
regulation more distinctly prohibing sncli part- 
nerships under any modification whatever. 


8. It is not, however, our intention that our present orders should be construed to 
forbid our commercial servants from becoming members of insurance companies, or 
from being contributors to a tontine, or parties in any general association, the objects 
of which were not contemplated in the existing prohibitory Regulations. 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Public Departmknt, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor-General in Council at Bengal, dated 1 1th July 1827. 

Para. 21. A representation has been presented to us from several of the mer- 
chants and agents in London, who are connected with the trade of the East-Indies 
stating that urgent complaints have been made to them by certain British merchant^ 
resident in Calcutta, of the very serious disadvantages which, in consequence of the 
existing commercial regulations of the government, the private traders have to en- 
counter 111 their endeavours to procure articles of the produce or manufacture of 
the interior of Bengal, for the purposes of a return investment in exchange for the 
produce and manufactures of this country; and that, impressed with the importance 
of the^e representations, they (the London merchants) have comprised them in a 
statement, to which they solicit our attention. 

22. A copy of the letter from the I^iondon merchants, which i.s dated the 30th of 
June 1825, and also copy of a further letter from the same gentlemen, dated the Isi 
November 1825,- will be found iti the packet. 

23. The merchants also complain that the commercial residents are permitted to 
engage in trade as agents for others, and, from their official influence, derive an obvious 
advantage over any private competitors. Upon this complaint, in which we fear 
there is too inuch of truth, we refer you to our letter in this department, of the 3d 
December 1823, on the case of Mr. Henry Williams, late commercial resident at Com- 

mercolly, 
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mercolly, wherein we have seen it necessary to require that tlie Keg’tilations be strictly 
-- obeyed for the future.* 


24 . We are of opinion that several of the provisions of Regulation XXXI. of 17^3^ with Private 
by placing persons employed in the provision of the Company’s investment upon a Traders. 

diifercMit footing from those employed by private traders, are inconsistent with the 

system under which the affairs of the Company, in their political and commercial Court’s 

capacity, have been separated by the Legislature* : it is therefore necessary to remove Instructions to 
the distinction in favour of the Company, which exists under the above-mentioned India. 

Uegnlatioiis. But as the provision of articles of investment in India, both by the 


Company and private traders, is conducted by advances of cash to the proflucers, we 
arc disposed to think that a summary mode of obtaining the punctual fulfilment of 
their engagements may be essential to the intere.^ts of all ])arties concerned in the 
India trade ; we therefore direct that Regulation XXXI of 17^)3, and the several pro- 
visions in reference to it subsequently passed, may be so altered as to give equally to 
the Company and to private traders every practicable aid and facility in obtaining the 
regular supply of their investment, according to their respective engagements with 
the producers. 

25. A particular investigation of the subject of complaint can, however, be cffectii- 
ally conducted in India only, where explanation of the causes of impediments to the 
trade of private merchants, if any sucli exist, can he readily obtained by reference to 
tlie commercial rcshlcnts, and if necessary, by in€]uiries of the judges of the provincial 
courts, or of other authorities. It is therefore our desire that you will be pleased to 
take the papers into consideration with your earliest convenience, and report to us 
your opinion, whether any part of your commercial code contravenes, in any manner 
whatever, the freedom of trade whicli Is granted to the private British merchants resi- 
dent ill India by the Act of the 53d of his late Majesty, c. 155. 


EXTRACT Letter, in the Commercial Department, from the Court of Directors to 
the Governor-CjencM'al in Council, Bengal ; dated 28tli April, 1820. 

24. From the proceedings of your Board of Trade, it would appear that a very small 
niiinherof our commercial rcskleiits arc now engaged in private commercial spccu- 
]ation*«, and which we believe have often proved very detrimental to them. By the 
rceeipt of adequate hxed salaries the commercial servants will be secured against 
fluctuation of income, to which, it must be admitted, they were liable, when, from 
want of funds, or other cause.s, the Company's investments were interrupted or 
diminished. This liability on the part of tlie residents, and a wish to prevent the 
distress and dispei'sion of the manufacturers and workmen employed at the 
Company's factories, were among the reasons for conceding to the commercial 
servants the privilege of carrying on trade upon tticir private account. But after 
they shall be put upon the same scale of allowances as the servants in otlier 
departments, it will be proper, even upon that ground only, as adverted to above, 
that the privilege should not be longer continued. We therefore, so fur as regards 
any residents appointed since the date of your Resolution of the 14th April 18^, 
revoke it accordingly ; and if any such shall have engaged In private trade, they 

must 

* See also the Court's Letter to Fort St. CeorKe (Cuniincrcial Department), of 6th Noveinhei 
1822, para. 32. * 
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must be called upon to relinquish it, sufficient time being given to enable them to 
wind up their concern. 

25. With respect to commercial residents appointed before the date of the said 
Resolution, who may at this time be engaged in private trade, the privilege may be 
continued to them under ffie established restrictions : but no resident having relin- 
quished his private trade, is to be allowed to resume it ; nor may any resident who has 
not hitherto engaged in private trade, be allowed hereafter to do so. The officers of 
the Board of Trade and of the warehouse department, must not be permitted to engage 
in private commerce* 


£ast-India House, 

16th Aug. 1831. J. MILL, 

Examiner of India Correspoudenee, 
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Appendix, No. 22. 


AN ACCOUNT of the Quant it v of Indigo purchased by the East-Iudia Company in 
Bengal in each Year, from loM to 18*29, Doth inclusive ; with its Cost Price in Ku- 
pee.s, specifying the Rate per Factory Maund ; together with the Charges thereon, 
including Commission or Brokerage allowed, and Shipping Expenses, and converting 
the Gross Amount into Sterliii» Money at the Mercantde Rates of Exchange at 
which Bills were drawn from Calcutta on London during the Shipping Season — say 
from October to May in each year respectively ; and adding thereto the proportion of 
Freight chargeable upon the Indigo, and tlic Allowance for Insurance; also, An 
Account of the Sale Proceeds of the Indigo in London, deducting therefrom the 
Landing and all oilier Charges; with a Statement showing the Net Profit or Loss upon 
the Annual Investmenis, and the Rate per Rupee in Sterling Money which the Indigo 
in each Year yielded as a Remittance to this Country, 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


Appendix,— 

An Account of the Quantity of Indigo purchased W the East-India Company in Bengal 
the Kato per Factory Maund; together with the Charges thereon, including Commission 
Money at the Mercantile Rates of Exchange at which Bills were drawn from Calcutta on 
adding thereto the proportion of Freight chargeable upon the Indigo, and the Allowance 
tlierefrom the Landing and all other Charges ; with a Statement showing the Net Profit or 
ill each Year yielded as a Remittance to this Country. 


From 
1st May 
to 

ibt May 
in each 
Year. 


' Quantity 
Purchased, 

’ shipped in ’ 
;e.chofthe; f 

Honed perFactoiy 
|Ye«ra,and 

which 
eventually 
arrived in 
England. 


Amount of 
such Cost 


TOTAL COST and 
when shipped from 


I Maunds. j 8 . Rs. S. Rs. 


1814-15 

to 

1818-19 

1819.20 

1820- 21 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 
1827.28 

1828- 29 

1829- 30 


1 } 


I 

None purchased. 
None purchased 


3,553 

9*287 

6,963 

14*295 

17,202 

16,145 

26,566 

11,159 

29*581* 


.720 

188 


234 

312 

27^.888 

282-251 

230-224 

275 

264 -302 
* 70-173 

193.518 


2,53,202 

8,33,963 
28,98,734 
19,34.756 
40,44.597 i 
39,73.571 

44,52,664 

70,26,774 

30,14,862 

57.18,573 


136,359 ! — 3,41,5 i»696 


! Chai^ges 

1 thereon, 

1 Including 
' Commission 
or Brokerage 
and Shippini 

1 Expenses. 

1 

j 

1 

1 

! 1 

1 Total Cost j 
' and Charges 
in Bengal. 

f I 

1 

j 

1 

1 

S. Rs. 

S. Rs. ! 

f 

I 

8,946 

1 

f 

2,62,148 ' 

1 

27,534 

8,61,497 ! 

93,143 

29,91,877 

63,311 

19,98,067 

94,809 1 

41,39,406 

90,556 1 

40,64,127 

98,67a 

45,51,336 

1,40,56a 

71,67,336 

52,015 

30,66,877 

1,03,751 

1 

58,2#, 324 

7,73, *99 

1 

1,49,24,995 i 


Allowance 

for 

Insurance. 

(}per Cent 
being the 
Hate of the 
Company’s 


in the whole > 
Period) i 


In Sicca 
Rupees. 


S. Rs. 


1,966 

6,461 

22,439 

14.985 

31,046 

30,481 

34.135 

53,755 

23.001 

43,667 


S. Rs. 


2,64,114 

I 8,67,958 
I 30,14,316 
; 20,13,052 
, 41,70452 
I 40,94,608 

45.85,471 

72,21,091 

30,89,878 

58,65,991 


Converted into 
Sterling at the 
Mercantile Rate 
of ExchanM 
at which Buis 
were drawn 
from Calcutta 
on London 
• in favour of 
a Kemitterp 
during the 
Shipping Season, 
from October 
to May in each 
Year. 


2 5*917 


II -865 
11 -goi 
10 -380 
10 *908 
‘258 
10 -908 
10 -925 
10*750 
10-925 



Average of the 
above 

tnnsactions, 

1 11 -1886 


East-India House, 
79th July 1831, 
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—No. 22. 

ill each Year, from 1814 to 1820^ both inclusive; with its Cost Price in Rupees^ specifying 
or Brokerage allowed, and Shipping Expenses, and converting the Gross Amount into Sterling 
London during the Shipping Season*— 4ay from October to May in each Year respectively ; and 
for Insurance ; also. An Account of the Sale Proceeds of the Indigo in London, deducting 
Loss upon the Annual Investments, and the Rate per Rupee in Sterling Money which the Indigo 


CHARGES 

Calcutta. 


ChaigGs to be deducted 
therefrom. 


PROFIT or LOSS 
upon the Investment. 


In 

, StcrlinH;. 

Sale Amount 
in 

London. 

Proportion 
of Freight 
and 

Demorage 
cliargcable 
upon the 
Indigo. 

Landing and 
all other 
Charges in 
London, 
calculated at 

5 per Cent, 
on Sale 
Amount. 

Net Sale 
Proceeds of 
the Indigo 
in J,K,ndon. 

PROFIT. 

LOSS. 

Rate per Rupee 
which the 
Indigo has 
yielded as a 
Remittance, 
(being the Rate 
netually realised 
in the 
Company's 
Treasury.) 








«. d . 

32,922 

41,186 

2,210 

2,059 

36,917 

3,995 

_ 

\ 

2 9 *546 

86,307 
300,189 
187,718 
398,070 
413.863 
437.683 
689,764 
292.894 
i 560,325 

134,894 

338,974 

329,293 

675.771 

554,739 

502,985 

701,221 

208,354 

466,719 

1,686 

6,764 

5,026 

13,027 

12,641 

11,804 

21,506 

10,217 

24,228 

6,745 1 

16,949 
11,465 
' 28,788 

27.737 

25,149 

35,061 

10,418 

23,336 

126,463 

315,261 

212,802 

533,956 

514,361 

466,032 

644,654 

18:^,719 

419,155 

40,156 

1 15,072 

1 25,084 

! 135,886 

: 100,498 

j 28,349 

i = 

45,110 

105,175 

141,170 

1 2 10 *968 

2 1 -lOl 

2 1 -371 

2 6 -728 

2 6-149 

2 -392 

1 9 ’426 

1 2 -581 

1 5*149 

1 

3.399,735 

3,754,136 


187,707 


i 

j 349,040 

291,455 

Average of the 
above 

touisactions. 

1 11-5814 

109,109 

1 

3,457,390 

1 Net Profit 

. . £57,585 


(Errors excepted) 


THOS. G. LLOYD, 

Acet. Gcn- 


C\)mpany'>« 
1 ndigo. 
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Appendix,— 

An Account of the East-Iudia Company’s Annual Investmeitt of Raw Silk provided in Beni^al, 
manner to the foregoing Statement, so as the result of the Salbs may be ascertained in the 


From 
1 st May 
tu 

]ht May 
in eucli 
Year, 


Quantity 
Provided, 
shipped in 
each of the un- 
' dcrmeiitioncd 
I Years, and 
! which 
^ eventually 
; arrived 
in England. 


Cost of 

Provision, Chaiigcs 
including ' whilst in 
Commission Warehouse 
and all Charges ut 
defrayed Calcutta, 
up to the snd 
arrival of the Shipping 
Silk Expenses, 
in Calcutta. 


1814-15 

181,5-16 

1816- 17 

1817- 18 

1818- 19 

1819- 20 

1820- 21 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- ^7 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 

1829- 30 


Mauiids. 

6,920 

5 »o 63 

5,010 

10,053 

7»349 

I 0 , 8 i 6 

10,950 

ii»; 3 a 3 

lli312 

8,745 

9,282 

12,010 

12,284 

131803 

14,970 

12,786 


S. Rs. , 

29,00,678 

21,12,818. 

23,76,018 

50,02,813 

38,61,252 

59 » 7 1,291 : 

64,67,969 i 

66,07,171 i 

65,98,914 

51,52,7111 

56,21,254' 
70,65,882 : 
74,45,863 j 
77,94,550 ' 
77,70,724 i 
63,49,186 


162,676 8,90,99,094 


S. Hs. 

34,496 

30,287 

33,937 

62,610 

3 >.i 69 

65.35a 

66,806 
7a, 306 
72.085 
57.129 

61,557 

63,63a 

65.513 

68,530 

68,930 

57.870 


S. Rs. 

29,35,174 

21 , 43,105 

24.09.955 

50,65,433 

38,92,421 

60,36,643 

65.34,775 

66 , 79,477 

66,70,999 

68,09,840 

56,83,811 

71.29,514 

75,11,376 

78,63,080 

78,39,654 

64,07,056 


TOTAL COST uid CHARGE 8 
when sliipped from Calcutta. 


I Allowance 
1 for I 
I Insurance. ' 


Total Cost 
and 

Charges 

ill 

Bengal. 


(I per Cent, 
being the ; 

Rate of the 
Company's . 

actual c* n 

Lo 6 »e« by 6 *®** 
Sea Risk j 
in the 1 
whole I 
Period.) > 


S. Hs. 
22,014 

16.073 
18,075 

37,991 

29,193 

45,275 

49.011 

50,096 

50,033 

39.074 

43,631 

53471 

56.335 

58,973 

58,798 

48.053 


8. Rg. 

29,57,188 

21,59.178 

24.38.030 
51,03,414 

39,21,614 

60,81,918 

65,83,786 

67,29,573 

67.21.031 
53,48,914 

57,25,432 

71,82,985 

75,67,711 

79 , 22,053 

78,98,452 

64,55,109 





Average 
of the atove 
transactions, 

9,13,2099,00,11,303 6,75,085! 

9,06,86,388 




2 1-3377 


Converted into 
Sterling at the 
Mercantile 
Kate of I 
Exchange 
at which Bills ' 
were drawn ; 
from Calcutta ^ 
oil London, ' 
in favour of , 
a Remitter 
during the 1 
Shipping i 
Season, from 
Octolier tb | 
May ; 
in each Year. 


In 

Sterling. 


s. (/. 

7 -.5 

•7 

7-5 

6-5 

7*31 

5 * 9>7 
2 -438 
11 -865 
11 -goi 
10 -38 
10*908 
•258 
10 *908 
10 -935 

10-75 

10 -935 


£. 

388,131 

278,894 

318,679 

648,5.59 

511,607 

758,137 

725,259 

669,17a 

669,331 

489,463 

646,492 

726,030 
722, .338 
756,721 
748,707 

616,597 


9,574i106| 


East-lndia House, 
39th July 1831. 
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and Imported into Loudon in each Year, from 1814 to 1829, botfi iuclusivo^ made np in a similar (’onipany’'' 
same way as is required in respect to Indigo. Raw Silk 


CHARGES 
to be deducted therefrom. 


PROFIT or LOSS 
upon the Invcstmciit. 

i 


Sale Amount 
in 

liOndon. 


Proportion 

of 

Freight 

and 

Demorage 
chargeable 
upon the 
Raw Silk. 


Cuatom Duty 
on 

Importation 

into 

Englancl. 


Landing 

and 

all other 
Charges in 
London, 
calculated 
at 

5 per Cent, 
on the Sale 
Amount. 


Net Sale 
Proceeds 
of the 
Raw Silk 
in 

Tendon. 


PROFIT. 


LOSS. 


Rate 

per Rupee 
wliicli 

the Raw Silk 
has yielded 
as a 

Remittance, 
(being the 
Rate actually 
realized in tlio 
Cum)>any's 
Treasury). 


£, 

465.343 

410,600 

621,383 

971.032 

63.5,920 

758,156 

817.397 

788,241 

797,999 

635.175 

507,891 

745,715 

822,701 

768,723 

782,641 

•669,853 


-e. 

18,670 

11,223 

8,153 

14,945 

12,086 

16,078 

8,045 

15,796 

14.939 

12,817 

11,113 

14#514 

14.105 

i4,aoQ 

16,967 

|6,6ii 


£. 




10,777 

7.875 

7,727 

14.429 


23,267 

80,530 

31.069 

48,552 

31,796 

37.908 

40,870 

39,412 

39,899 

31.758 

35.395 

37.286 


41,135 

38,436 

39.132 

33.493 


412,629 

370,97a 

574.434 

893.106 

592,038 

704,170 

768,482 

733,033 

743,161 

590,600 

471,383 

693.915 

767,461 

716,087 

726,54a 

619.749 


24,498 

92,078 

855,755 

044,547 
80, 431 

43,223 

63,861 

73,830 

101,138 


45,123 1 


3 , 15 a 


£. 


53,967 


75,109 

32,105 

40,634 

22,165 


a. d. 

2 9 -488 

3 5 *235 

4 8 *780 

3 6 

3 *232 

2 3 -88 

2 4 -014 
2 2-144 

2 2 -537 
2 3 -004 

1 7 *759 

1 11 185 
a -339 
1 9*694 

1 10 -076 
111 *042 


11,198,770 


980,263 


40,808 


559.938 


io,377»76a 


^.037, 636 ! 323,980 


Net Ph>fit . . £803,656 


Avcraige 
of the above 
transactions, 

2 3 *4646 


* A small portion of the Consignment of this yemr unsold, is included at an estimated sale value. 


( Errors excepted) 


TflOS. G. LLOYD, 

Acet. Gep, 
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AppendiXi No. 23. 

Raw Silk. 

An Account of the Quantity of all Raw Silk supplied by the Agents in Bengal^ and 
sold in India and in Englana ; stating the Sale Value thereof in each Year^. from the 
Year 1809-10 inclusive^ to the latest Period to which the same can be made up. 


BENGAL SILK, 

Both Raw and Ofganzine, prepared from the Raw Silk. 




SOLD IN 

INDIA. 

SOLD IN 

ENGLAND. 



lb«. 

Sicca Rupees. 

Km. 

£. 

1809-10 


89,120 

1,37,020 

943.364 

366,821 

1810-11 


_ 

— 

176,673 

266,568 

1811-la 


15,008 

57,676 

377,456 

535,378 

1812-13 

• • 

15,008 

51.165 

633,027 

846,472 

1813-14 

• • 

15.306 

43.428 

819,024 

947,954 

1814-15 

« « 

36.814 

1.04.948 

624,237 

736,855 

1815-16 


9.184 

26,803 

949,998 

253,064 

1816-17 


>4.336 

57,066 

616,202 

567,587 

1817-18 


11.274 

50,050 

501,303 

776,338 

1818-19 


3.510 

12,861 

692,612 

899.817 

1819-20 

• « 

>.499 

8,970 

582460 

690,876 

1620-21 

• • 

11.498 

50,383 

706,373 

668,535 

1821-22 

« • 

8.194 

ii ,«36 

37,486 

664,197 

645,070 

1822-23 


7.690 

844,460 

846,446 

1823-24 


5.898 

37.337 

517,187 

437,27a 

1824-25 


6,870 

31.814 

725,933 

759,943 

1825-26 


60,474 

2,62,461 

647,200 

558,051 

1826-27 



— 

958,617 

737.793 

1827-28 


18,816 

97»349 

1,047,871 

906,630 

1828-29 


10,752 

59,331 

1,012,022 

849,972 

1829- 30 

1830- 31 


/ Statements not yet received 1 
|1 from India. J 

795,359 
; 1,079,788 

597.699 

778,832 



264,644 

». 37,390 

\ 

j 14,515,303 

14.603,303 


Mm . — The Accounts received from India are not arranged in such manner as to allow of a 
return of the sale value of the actual quantity of Silk sup])lied in each year by the agents in 
Bengal. The above Account is the quantity and sale value in India, and in England, of all Silk 
sold in each year, without reference to the year of its provision. 


THOS. G. LLOYD, 

Acet. Gen. 


East-India House, 
3 d October 1831 . 


(Errors excepted) 
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Appendix, No. 24. 

An Account, showing in Detail all the Items, and the Amount of each, foiming the 
Invoice Prick of the Company’s Investment of Bengal R\w Silk, for each of the Years 
1813-14 and 1829 - 30 . 


Company’s 
Raw Sifk. 


— 

Bales. 

Invoiced 

Weight. 

Factory 

Cost. 

1 

< Commission. 

1 

Charges 
at per 
Factory 
Invoice. 

1 

Duties 

on 

Invest- 

ment. 

Suspense Charges 
for 

Factory 

Establishment- 



lbs. 

Sa. Rs. 

1 

j Sa. Rs. 

1 

Sa.R8. 

Sa. Rs. 

Sa. Rs. 

From 1st May 18131 
to 30th April 1814/ 

4*849 

718,224 

40.96.153 

' a.« 9.755 

' 1 

44,943 

; — 

— 

From 1st May 1829 1 i 
to 30th April 1830 / 1 

6,542 

954,808 

, 56.15.054 

t 

1 

1 

2.81,315 

i 

j 

59.102 

81,312 

1 

1 ^ 

i,i 3 »i 94 








{continued . . 


. . continued.) 

1 Commercial 
Charges 
General. 

Outstanding 

Balances 

deemed 

irrecoverable. 

Wear and Tear 
of 

Buildings. 

Charges 

of 

Merchandize. 

Proportion 
of Export 
Warehouse 
Charges. 

TOTAL. 


Sa. Ra. 

Sa. Rs. 

.Sa- Rs. 

Sa. Rs. 

Sa. Rs. 

Sa. Rs. 

From ist May 1813 1 
to 30th April 1814 j 

I 

— 

: j 

4,762 

— 

43.75.613 

From 1st May 1829 7 
to 30th April 1830 t 

1 

I 1,68,459 

1 

10,657 

31,093 1 

1 

1 8,204 

49,666 

64,07,056 


Bengal and Coast Warehouse, 
3d October 1831. 


J. C. JOHNSON. 
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An Account of the Avkraok Sale Prick of Tea of each Description, of the East- 
India Company s Teas Sold in each Year from 1823.— (In continuation of Account 
marked I. — ^1 ’ea, No. 9.) 


From 

1 st March 

Bohea. 

Congo. 

j Campoi. 

1 Souchong. 


Pekoe. 

1 

1 Singlo. 

Ist March 
in each Year. 

s. 

d. 

s. d. 

s, d. 

1 

s. d. 

1 

d. 

s. d. 

1 834 

• 3 

1 


[ a 7 A 

3 S'/ff 

3 9 A 

! 4 

* 

J — 

00 

i 4 

1 


*•» 7 A 

3 sA 

3 8A 

1 

— 

1 

1826 .. 

j ‘ 


1 * 4 A 

; 3 2A 

3 7 A 

1 

1 

iiA 

j 

1827 

1 

1 

1 


« 4 -^<r 

: « 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1828 

! I 


2 4 

2 10 1 

3 lA 

4 


1 

1 

1829 .. 

1 ‘ 


« StIi 

« 4 A 

3 8^0 


- 


1830 . . 

1 

1 

1 

9 A 

^ 3tV 

2 8* 

3 


— 

i 

1 

1 

1 Twankny. 

Hyson Skin. 

! Superior ; 

1 Hyson Skin. I 

1 

Hyson. | 

Young Hyson. 

Gunpowder. 



d. 

5 . d. 

i 

s. d. 

1 

■ 1 

*• ; 

s. 

d. 

s. d. 

1834 

3 


3 5A 

1 — 

4 SA ; 

4 

3tV 

— 

1825 .. 

i 3 

I 


3 

i ' 

4 4A j 



i- — 

1836 

1 

1 3 

! 


3 3 tV 

1 

4 7 i 

4 

oA 

— 

i 8 fl 7 .. 

a 


3 » 

— 

00 

4 

aA 

— 

i8s8 .. 

2 

6A 

® sA 

— 

4 s-A 1 


— 

— 

1829 .. 

2 

4iV 

* 4* 

1 

1 

4 »A I 


— 

— 

1830 .. 1 

2 

4A 

1 

* 7A . 

1 

1 

1 

4 12 

j 

1 


— 

— 


East'lndia House, (Errors excepted) 

aSth Sept. 1831. THOS. G. LLOYD, 

Acct. Gen. 
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II. 

TR^DE. 


^ Appendix^ No. ^7* 

Return of the Value of the Foreign Export and Import Trade of the Port of 
Canton^ in each Year since 1813, distinguishing the Trade earriod on by each of the 
different Nations from that under the British Flag ; distinguishing also the Trade 
carried on by the East -India Company, from that carried on by Private India 
Ships ; Also, the Tonnage employed by each Nation, in each Year for the same period, 
as far as the same can be ascertained. 


1 


AHKKICAN TRADE. 

1 

1 

NETHERLANDS TRADE. 

1 

i 

1 

Value 

i 

Value i 

TOTAL 

Tonnage. 

Value 

1 

Value 1 

TOTAL 

1 

Tonnage, j 

1 

Imports. 

Exports. J 

i 

VALUE. 

Imports. 

Exports. 1 

VALUE. 


1 

Tons. 1 

Dollars. 

i 

Dollars- 1 

Dollars. 

Tons. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. . 

Dollars. 

1813-14 

y 2.854 

451.500 

572,000 

1,023,500', 

_ 







1814-15 

) 






■ 


1815-16 

10,208 

2,527,500 

4,220,000 

6,747,500 

J Two ships — neither Tonnage nor 
i Value stated. 

1816-17 

13,096 

5,609,600 

5,703,000 

11,312,600 


— 

— 

— 

1817-18 

14,325 

7,076,828 

6,777,000 

13,853,828 


— 

~ ' 

— 

1818-19 

16,022 

10,017,151 

9,041,755 

19,058,906 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i8ig-20 

13,641 

8,158,961 

8,182,016 

16,340,977 

— 

— 

, — 

— 

1820-21 

8,663 

4,035,000 

j 4,088,000 

8, 1 23,000 


1 

— 

— 

1821-22 

14,702 1 

8,199,741 

j 7 . 068 , 74 ' 

. *5,258,482 


j — 

— 

— 

1822-23 

11,297 

8,339,398 

i 7,523,492 

15,862,890 j — 

i __ 

1 

— 

— 

1823-24 

1 13,635 

1 6,313,126 

15,677,149 11,990,275 

— 

i — 

i — 

— 

i 

1 8,962,045 

8,501,121 

17,463,166 

r Articles stated. 

but neither Tonnaae 

1824-25 

1 14,45a 

j 

' 1 nor 

Value. 



1825-26 

1 16.431 

7,756,031 

8,753^61 

16,508,593 

ditto 

ditto. 



3,843,717 

* 4,363,788 

. 8,207,505 

i r Tons 2.Q8d.. Articles stated, but not 

1826-27 

7.034 

. 1 Value. 



1827-28 

8.597 

6,238,788 

^ 6,559,925 

12 , 798 . 7*3 

1 ^ ^ nor Value. 

but neither Tonnage 

1828-29 

8.6x3 

3,373,565 

4,552,200 

j 

! 7,925,765 

i ditto 

i 

ditto. 


1829-30 

Not stated. 

3 , 9 i 7 , 63 « 

4,108,611 

8,026,243! 

: — 

1 

1 

— 

1830-31 

— 

1 _ 

1 

— 

— 

Not stated. 350,406 

1 1 

i 392,287 

1 

742.693 


Canton 
Exports and 
Imports. 


(^continued on next page.") 
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Appendix, No. 27 — conlinued. 

The preceding Account — continued. 


— 

r 




BRITISH TRADE. 





SPANISH 








TRADE. 




! 





TRADE OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


YEARS. 

— — 

___ 

-- 


— 




Total stated. 

Totinog^. 

Value Imports. 

Value Exports. ’ 

TOTAL 
VALUE. , 

1 



Dollars. 

Tons. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 


1S13-I4 


— 

21,470 

5,646,000 

7,904,700 

13,550,700 


1814-13 


— 

23,338 

5,039,070 

8,199,908 

13,238,978 


1815-16 


— 

38,658 

10,045,429 

9,297,358 

19,342,787 


1816-17 

. . ! 

1,500,000 

26,874 

4,465,0 1 2 

8,835,592 

1 3,300,604 

1817-18 

. . ! 

1 ,500,000 

18,251 

6,177,404 

5.877,270 

1 2,054,674 

1 

1818-19 


1,500,000 

19.770 

4,262,421 

5,862,295 

10,124,716 

■g' 

1819-30 

i 

1 ,500,000 

26,296 

6,332.808 

7 , 947,454 

14,280,262 


1830-21 


1 ,500,000 

27,068 

6,242,329 

8,503.079 

7,854,142 

14,745,408 

^ s; 

1821-33 


1 ,500,000 

23,665 

5,771,200 

13,625,342 

0 

1833-33 


700,000 1 

24,791 

3,678.938 

1 8,121,683 . 

11,800,621 1 


1833-24 


700,000 

26,979 

6,072,600 

1 8,662,704 

14,735,304 


i 1824-25 


700,000 

26,169 

4,227,708 

7,966,671 j 

12,194,379 


1835-26 


600,000 

36,264 

5,018,925 

7,391,975 1 

12,410,900 


1836-27 


670,000 

37,256 

4,695,100 

10,053,012 ' 

14 , 747,112 


1827-28 


500,000 

30,718 

4,522,950 

8,863,066 

13,386,016 


1828-29 


500,000 

27,676 

4,316,250 

7,980,171 

12,296,421 


1839-30 


500,000 

I 28,363 

3,754,671 

7,910,804 ; 

1 1,665,475 


1830-31 


— 

27,502 

4,007,046 

7,994,842 

12,001,888 


Xole — There are no further particulars given of the Spanish Trade than what are stated above. 
The Statements made up in China of the Trade of Individuals, commence with the Year 1817-18 ; 
the preceding four ^cars are made up from the Indian Statements of External Commerce. 

The Amount of the Trade of Individuals with China, above stated, includes the Trade carried 
on by the Commanders and Officers of the Company’s ship.s 

The Tonnage employed in the Trade of Individuals with China, is taken from the Indian State- 
ments of External Commerce, which at present li.ive not been received later than the Year 1838-29. 

The Diaries of the Kast-India Company’s Factory at Canton, contain the following particulars 
respecting the Foreign Kuroprari Trade with China, in addition to what is stated above: — 

In it^i,5-l6. Two Swedish ship.-» arc stated to have been in China, the Articles of Import and 
Export are given, but neither the Tonnage nor Value. 

In 

I'last'India IIoiiso, 

,0tli August 1831. 
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Appendix, No. 27 — continued. 

^ The preceding Account — continued. 


BRITISH TRADE. 


I 

TRADE BY PRIVATE INDIA SHIPS. 


TOTAL TOTAL 



1 



j 

TONNAGE. 

VALUE. 


Tonnage. 

1 

Value Imports. 

Value Exports. 

1 Total Value. 

t 



! Tons. 

Dollars. 

Dollarsi. 

1 Dollarb. 

1 Tons 

Dollars. 

10,668 

6,035,128 

3,861,916 

j 9,897,044 

1 32,138 

23,447.744 

i >4,659 

7.302,745 

4,954,112 

j 12,256,857 
' 11,328,697 

1 37.997 1 

25.495.835 


1 1,906 ! 

6,991,681 

4.337.016 

; 40,564 ! 

30,671,484 


20,172 

7,682,500 

6,765,269 

! 14,447.769 

j 47,046 '1 

27.748,373 


27,008 

1 1,081,600 

5,562,100 

6, Si 4,874 

1 16,643,700 

i 45,259 

28,698,374 


21,511 

11.999.272 

18,814,146 1 

! 41.281 

28,938,8()2 


. >3,873 

9.459.932 

6,134.692 

1 15.594,624 

40,169 

29,874,886 


>4,987 

10,127,718 

.5,576,494 

! 15,704.212 

42,055 

30,449,620 


21,872 

9,170,294 

6,170,033 

■ 1.5,340,327 

45.537 

28,965,669 


1 8,011 

13,268,249 

4.397,701 

! 17.665,950 

42,802 

29,466,571 


13.439 

11,073,010 

6,633.599 

1 17,706,609 

40,418 

32,441,913 


20,074 

11,024,559 

5.799,009 

i 16,823,568 

46,243 

29.017.947 


21,748 

15.700,878 

9,605,089 

25.30.5,967 

48,012 

37,716,867 


26,424 

15.709,232 

8,326,252 

24.035,484 

63,680 

38,782,596 


28,249 

15,845,643 

9,656,767 

25.502,410 

58,967 

38,888,426 


28,282 1 

16,373,228 

10,957.814 

27,331,042 

55,958 

39,627,463 


— 

18,447,147 

12,921,153 

31.368,300 

— 

43.033,775 






i 



il. 

TRADF. 


Canton 
Exports and 
linportiii. 


Ill i 8‘26-!27. One Danish and two French ships arc stated to have been in Chirm, but no par- 
ticulars whatever are given respecting these ships. 

In 1828-29. — One Prussian, one Danish, three 1 
French, 23 Spanish and 18 Portuguese ship.s. j 
In 1829-30. — Four French, 11 Dutch, seven 1 
Danish, one Prussian, 31 Spanish and 22 Portu-> 
gueso ships . . . . . . . . . | 

In 1830-31. — One Danish, one Sardinian, 26^ 

Spanish and 15 Portuguese ships. . . . . . j 

And also five French Ships, the tonnage of which is stated at tons 2,014, and one of which 
exported a cargo to the value of 20,000 dollars, but no further particulars are given. 


ditto. 

ditto 


ditto. 


The value of the Spanish 
Trade is stated above. 


(Errors excepted) 


JOSEPH THOMPSON, 
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IMPORTS FROM MADRAS Quantities. ' Madras Rupees. 
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•.s 


1 

00 



Total Value of the Gross Proceeds £ 51226,456 
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III. 

OKFiCRRS, 
CSTABUSHMENTS, 
&C, 

Writer#' 

Appointments. 


Appendix^ No. 29. 


An Account of the Number of Writers sent out to India and China^ in each of the 
last Five Years; s|)ecifying the Presidency or Place to which they were respectively 
sent. 


tear 

of 

APPOINTMENT. 

BENGAL. 

MADRAS* 

BOMBAY. 

prince 
OF wales’ 

ISLAND. 

CHINA. 

TOTAL. 

1826 .. 

43 

10 

7 

3 

none 1 

63 

1837 .. 

39 

11 

13 

1 

1 

1 

64 

1838 .. 

50 

10 

14 

2 

1 

77 

1839 .. 

41 

1 

13 

7 

none 

2 

63 

1830 . . . . 1 

00 

20 

12 

l 

none | 

! 

1 

61 


337 


Appendix, No. SO. 


An Account, stating the Number of Writers sent out to India, in each of the last 
Five Years, whuse Appointments were made on the Nomination of the Board of 
Control. 


TEAR ! 

1 

' ' I 

1 


PRINCE 

1 " t 

j 


of 

BENGAL. 1 

MADRAS. , 

BOMBAY. 

OF wales’ 

CHINA. , 

TOTAL. 

APPOINTMENT. 




ISLAND. 

' 


1826 .. 

4 

j — 

— 

1 

none | 

1 none 1 

4 

1837 .. 

4 

i 

3 



6 

1828 . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 


2 

1829 . . 

— 

3 

i 

1 

— 

i 

" 1 

3 

1830 . . 

5 j 

1 

1 

— 

1 

i 

i 

7 


92 


East-India House, J. C. HUDSON. 

August 1831. 
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Appenclix, No. 31. 

Account of the Number of Cadets, and Assistant Suhoeons, sent out to India, in 
each of*the last Fire Years ; <lt8ting%iishing each Class, and specifying the Presidency 
to V hich they were respectively sent. 


C A D E T 8. 


111 . 


OFFICERS, 

KS T ABLISHMENTS 

ike. 


Cadets 
and Assistant 
Surgeons. 


Season 1826-97 
Season 1827-28 

Season 1828-29 

Season 1829-30 

Season 1830-21 



Engineers. 

ArtUleiy. 

Caimlry. 

1 Infantry. 

! TOTAL. 

Bengal 

Madras 

4 

6 

27 

j 151 

i 188 


6 

»5 

14 

' 149 

1 184 


Bombay . . 

4 

4 

4 

1 ^ 

i 6 

.438 

Bengal 

3 

11 

16 

102 

1 132 


Madras . . 

i 6 

8 

10 

109 

133 


Bombay . . 

1 3 

14 

11 

72 

100 

j 365 

Bengal 
Madras . . 

12 

19 

7 1 

148 1 

186 

4 - 

12 1 

9 

! 62 1 

87 

1 

Bombay . . 

2 

11 


1 58 

7 * 

t 

Bcmgal 

10 

16 

7 

79 

112 ' 

' 344 

Madras 

5 

8 

12 

27 

52 1 


Bombay . . 

3 

7 

1 

25 i 

36 ; 

■200 

Bengal 

6 

12 

3 

*4 

45 ; 


Madras 

1 

14 

7 

12 

34 ! 


Bombay . . 

" 1 

6 

I 1 3 

Total . . 


95 

1,442 


ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 


Season 1826-27 . . 

Bengal 

Madras 

. . 

. . 46 

. . 12 


Bombay 

. . 

14 

72 

Season 1827-28 

Bengal 

Madras 

. . 

. . 22 

. . 18 


Bombay 

. . 

27 




57 

Season 1828-29 . . 

Bengal 

Mac&as 


27 

. . 18 


Bombay 

. . 

»4 

59 

Season 1829-30 

Bengal 

Madras 

. . 

27 

26 


Bombay 

.. 

to 

63 

23 

17 

Season 1830-31 

Bengal 

Madras 

. . 


Bombay 

• • • « 

3 




43 



Total 

294 



111 . 

OFFICEKS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&r. 

Cadets 
and Assistant 
Surgeons. 
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Appendix, No. SI— continued. 

Account stating how many of the before-mentioned Appointments respectively were 
made on me Nomination of the Board of Control. 


CADETS. 


Season 1826-27 

Bengal 
Madras . . 
Bombay . . 

Season 1827-28 . . 

Bengal . . 1 


Madras . . 
Bombay .. 

Season 1828-29 .. 

Bengal . . 
Madras . . 
Bombay . . 

Season 1829-30 

Bengal 
Madras . . 
Bombay . . 

*** 

The whole of tl 
not 

Season 1830-31 .. 

Bengal . . 
Madras . • 
Bombay . , , 


Engineers. 


Artillery. 


Cavalry. 


Infantry. 


TOTAL. 


7 

7 

5 

19 

S 

4 

2 

2 

1 


Board's Nominations of this Season not yet sent out to India. 

Total 


ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 


Season 1826-27 

. . Benral 

Madras 

.. 1 

. . 1 


Bombay 

. . 2 

Season 1827-28 

. . Bengal 

. . 2 


Madras 

. . 1 


Bombay 

1 

Season 1828-29 

. . Bengal 

4 

2 


Madras 

— 


Bombay 

— 

Season 1829-30 

. . Bengal 

. . 2 


Madras 

1 


Bombay 

1 

Season 1830-31 

. . Bengal 

1 


Madras 

1 


Bombay 



Total 

16 


Cadet Office, East-India House, 
5th August 1831. 


12 


9 


7 


14 

29 

5 


5 

24 

5 

2 


1 


3 

8 

' — 

3 

1 

1 

63 


WM. ABINGTON. 
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III. 

OFFICERS, 
ESTABLISHMENTS, 

. Appendix, No. 32. &c. 

Rates of 

Fees on proceeding 
to India. 

STATEMENT of the Rates of Fees received at the East-India House 
from Civil and Military Officers, according to their respective Rank, in 
Classes; also, from Free Traders, Mariners, Servants, and others, 
proceeding to the East-Indies. 









£. 

s. 

d. 

Governor-General of India 

... 

... 

• •• 


• •• 


225 

0 

0 

Ditto > - - of Madras 

• •• 



• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

170 

0 

0 

Ditto ... of Bombay 



• •• 

• •• 

• cs 

... 

170 

0 

0 

Ditto - - - of St. Helena 



• •• 

... 


• •• 

70 

0 

0 

Member of the Supreme Council 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

••• 


• •• 

95 

0 

0 

Member of Council at Madras 

• •• 


• •• 



... 

82 

0 

0 

Ditto - - - at Bombay 

• •• 



... 


• •t 

80 

0 

0 

Ditto - - - at St. Helena 

• •• 




• ta 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Senior Merchant, three Presidencies 





... 

25 

0 

0 

Junior Merchant • - ditto 

• •• 


• •• 

... 

• •• 

... 

15 

0 

0 

Factor ditto 



• •• 

... 

... 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Writer ----- ditto 

• •a 


• •• 

... 


• •• 

10 

0 

0 

Writer returning - - ditto 



• •• 


• •• 

• •• 

5 

0 

0 

Chaplain proceeding to ditto 


• •• 


• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

6 

0 

0 

Ditto returning 

• •• 


• 


• •• 


5 

0 

0 

Ditto proceeding to St. Helena 

• a* 

• •• 


... 

• •• 

• •• 

3 

0 

0 

Assay Master, Company’s Mint 

• te 


• •• 

... 

• •• 

t 

20 

0 

0 

Assistant ditto - ditto ... 

• •• 

••• 

••• 


• •• 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Mem * — Civil Servants returning 

to 

Sr. Helena arc 

charged half 



the Amount of Fees paid by those attached to 

the three Presidcnciep. 



Comniander-in-Chief in India 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

200 

0 

0 

Ditto - - - - at Madras . 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

• •• 

• •• 


138 

0 

0 

Ditto - - - - at Bombay 

• •• 

• •• 


... 

• •• 

00% 

135 

0 

0 


'2 A (continued on next page,) 
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111 . 

OFFICERS^ 

KftTABUSHMENTS, 

Rates of 

Fees 00 proceeding 
to Inilia. 


Appendix, No. 32. — continued. 


Tlie preceding Account. — continued. 


General Officers, nominated to the Staff, Company’s Service 

Colonels of Regiments full offi- reckoning 

Ditto - - ditto - half - ditto 

Lieutenant-Colonels (Regimentally) 

Majors - - . . ditto 

Captains - - - ditto 

Surgeon returning ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Assistant-Surgeon, on appointment 

Ditto - . . - returning 

Apothecary - - - ditto 

AiSsistanti ditto — — ditto ••• a** a## 

Lieutenants (lleginientally) ••• ... ... ... ••• 

Ensign • •• taa ata aaa aaa aaa aaa 

Cornet a.a aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa 


£. s. tl. 
50 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 0 0 
8 0 0 
6 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
) 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 


Superintendent of Indian Navy 60 0 0 

Volunteer for Bengal Pilot service or Indian NaVy 0 5 0 

Master Attendant to any part of India 25 0 0 

Deputy - ditto - - - ditto 10 0 0 

Assistant to Deputy ditto, ditto 5 0 0 

To succeed to the office of Master Attendant when tlie same shall 
become vacant 20 0 0 

Murine Surveyor of India ... aaa aSe aaa aaa .aa a.a 10 0 0 

Marine Paymaster and Storekeeper of Bengal 20 0 0 

To succeed to ditto ... ditto 10 0 0 

Marine Storekeeper, Bombay 10 0 0 

First Assistant to Master Attendant (any part of India) 10 0 0 

Second Assistant to - ditto 10 0 0 

(continued on next page.) 


\ 
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Appendix, No. 33. — continued. 

T]t 6 preceding Account. — continued. 


l!* 1 cc ^^crcli&nt ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Free Mariner ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Agent for Loading and Unloading Company’s Ships in Bengal ••• 

To succeed to the office of Agent for Loading and Unloading Company 
Ships in Bengal when vacant ... ••• 


Advocate>General, Bengal ••• ••• ••• ... ... ... '... 

Ditto - - Madras ... ... ••• 

Ditto ** ** Bomhay ••• ••• ••• 

Solicitor to the Company for any part of India ... ••• ... ••• 

Barristers ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Attornies ••• ••• •«. ••• 

Police Magistrate at Prince of Wales’ Island ••• 

To succeed to the office of Police Magistrate when the same shall 
hecome vacant ••• ••• ••• .*• ••• 


£. d, 
20 0 0 
2 10 0 
10 0 0 

5 " 0 0 


95 0 
92 0 
90 0 
60 0 
40 0 
20 0 
10 0 


5 0 0 


Persons permitted to reside in India under covenants 

Passenger not under covenant 

Black Servant, order for being received on board ship 
Lascars or Chinese - ditto - ditto - - (each) 

East-India House^ 

11 August 1831. 


5 0 0 
2 0 0 
10 0 
0 1 0 


P. AUBER, 
Secretary. 


111 . 

OFFICERa* 

ESTAaLISHMBMTS, 

&C. 

Rates of 

Fees on proceeding 
to India. 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


III. 

officers, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


Appendix, — 


A Return of all Commercial Offices under the Presidency of Bengal, with the 
Offices, as they stood on the 1 st May 1817 and on the 1 st May 1827 ; and further 
Allowances have been augmented, since the 1 st May 181 7 ^ the date of such Creation 
respectively. 


Offices at the Presidency: 
Board of Trade : 

Senior Member . . . . • • 

Junior ditto 

Secretary's Office : 

Secretary . . 

Sub-Secretary 
Assistant . . 

Registrar 
Deputy ditto 

Accountant's and Auditor's Offices : 

Accountant and Auditor 
First Assistant 

Second Assistant 

Junior ditto 


Export Warehouse : 

Sub-Export Warehousekeeper . . 
Assistant .. 


1816 - 17 . 


Other 


SALARY, 

ALLOWANCES, 

TOTAL. 

per Annum. 

per Annum. 


27,500 0 0 


27,500 0 0 

22,500 0 0 

— 

22,500 0 0 

30,000 0 0 


30,000 0 0 

9,600 0 0 


9,600 0 0 

4,800 0 0 



4,800 0 0 

3,600 0 0 


3,600 0 0 

2,400 0 0 

1,200 0 0 

3,600 0 0 

7,900 0 0 


7,200 0 0 

4,800 0 0 

1,200 0 0 

6,000 0 0 

1,800 0 0 


1,800 0 0 

1,800 0 0 


1,800 0 0 

18,000 0 0 

6,850 8 0 

S 4»830 8 0 

9,600 0 0 


9,600 0 0 
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111 . 


—No. 33. 

Salary and Amount and Nature of any either Allowances annexed to each of such 
stating-j in regard to Offices which have been created, or of which the Salaries or 
and of such Augmentation or Augmentations, and the Reasons assigned for each 


OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&e. 


Bengal 
Commercial 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


55,000 o o 
43*107 o o 


24,000 o o 


1826-27. 


salary, 
per Annum. 


Other 
allowances, 
per Annum. 


55,000 o O 
43,107 o o 


24,000 o o 


INCREASE. 


27,500 

20,607 


Date of 
|Creationof Office, | 
or of 

respective 
Augmentations 
of Salary, 

&c. 


REAS O N S 
for each 
INCREASE. 


In 1816-17 the ex- 
penses of the Board of 
Trade were charged, 
partly to the Territo- 
rial Branch and partly 
to Commerce. In 1819 
the Beard of Trade 
was separated from the 
Board of Customs, Salt 
and Opium, which ex- 
plains the increase ex- 
hibited in 1826-27. 


3,600 o 
2,400 o 


o 

o 


1,200 o 


o 


3,600 o 
3,600 o 


o 

o 


7.200 o 
4,800 o 
2,700 o 

1 .200 O 


o 

o 

o 

o 


1,800 o 


o 


7,200 

6,600 

2,700 

1,200' 


o 

o 

o 

o 



r The total increase in 
1 these united offices 
I amounts to Sa. Ks. 900, 
J which may be ascribed 
\ to small additions made 
I to the Second Assist- 
I ant*s salary, for length 
t of service. 


25,86a 1 o 

12,931 ^ ^ 


25,862 1 o 

19,931 o o 


1,031 

3,331 


I May 1818 
ditto 


{ Salary fixed at Sa. 
Rs. 9,155. *• 9- per 
month, in lieu of com- 
mission. The new ar- 
rangement ibr this de- 
partment, ordered by 
Court, in a commercial 
letter, dated 23d Jan. 
1818, para. 3 a* 14. 


(^continued on nest 
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in. 

OFFICERS, 

XSTABUSHMBNTS, 

&C. 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


Appendix, No. 

The preceding Account — continued. 


Offices at the Presidency — continued. 
Second Assistant Export Warehouse 


Import Warehouse : 

Import Warehousekeeper 
Naval Depot at Saugor : 

Naval Storekeeper 
Agency for Loading Ships ; 

Agent ; salary and house-rent 
Deputy 

Translator and Interpreter 

Factories : 

Baulcah : 

Resident . . 

Assistant . . 

Assistant Surgeon (including house-rent) 

Benares : 

Resident . . 

House-rent 


Auistant . . 

Chittagong : 

Resident (salary and commission under 
“ Luckypore).” 

House-rent 
Assistant . . 

Comniercolly : 

Resident . • 

Assistant . • 

Assistant Surgeon 
Cossimbuzar : 

Resident . . 

Dacca ; 

Resident , . . . . . . « 


THIRD REPORT of the 
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Appendix, No. S3— continued. 

The preceding Account — continued. 


SALARY, 
per Annum. 


7,200 0 O 


6,000 0 0 


1886-27. 


Other 

ALLOWANCES, 
per Annum- 


INCREASE. 


III. 

OFFICERS, 

KSTABLISHMB.NTS. 

&C. 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


I Date or ; 

\ Crcuttoii of Cilice, 

j or of 

TOTAL. AMOUNT. respective 

Augmentations ; 
of Salary, ; 

&c. ' 


REASONS 
for each 
INCREASE. 


{ This appointment 
deemed necessary by 
the « Board of Trade, 
and sanctioned by Go- 
vernment, on Consulta- 
tion, nth Dec. 1818, 
No. 12. 


8,400 o o 


12,000 O 0| — 

3,000 0 o 372 o o 


2,400 o o 


I 6,000 o o 


28,482 12 0 


3,600 o oi 1,200 o o 

i 

8 01 


6,000 o o 
1,440 o o 

9,600 o o 


27,684 8 o| 


14,400 o o 


12,000 o o 
3,372 0 o 
2,400 o o 


134,482 12 o 
4,800 o o 
i 35»124 8 o 
9,600 o o 


21,290 , — 

i 

1,200 I 28 Nov. 1821 




6,000 o 0 24,811 11 o 

4,800 0 0 — 

6,000 o 0 28,482 12 o 


30,811 o o 
4,800 O 0 
134,482 12 O 


13,119 I — 

I 


Casual increase of 
commission. 

Additional allow- 


{ ance granted. 


Casual increase of 
L commission. 

! Resolution confirm- 
ing this appointment 
recorded, on Consulta- 
tion, nth May 1826, 
No. 23 (A). 


10,681 I — , f Casual increase of 

I ! \ commission. 

4,800 23 Mar. 1827 ; Date of appointment. 


I 


(continued on next page.) 
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OFFICERS^ 

I'^STABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


Appendix, No. Sd — continued. 

The preceding Account— con/inuec/. 


SALARY, 
per Annum. 


1816 - 17 . 


Other 

ALLOWANCES, I TOTAL, 
per Annum, j 


Factories — continued. 


Gollngore : 

Resident (salary under ** Hurripaul”) . . 
Assistant . . ditto . . ditto 
Hurripaul : 

Resident . . 

House-rent 
Assistant . . 

Surgeon . . , . 

Jungypore : 

Resident . . 

House-rent 
Keerpoy ; 

Resident, salary under ** Kadnagorc*') . • 
Luckypore : 

Resident . . . . . . . . . , 

Assistant (salary under ** Chittagong*’) • . 
Malda: 

Resident . . 

Assistant . . . . . • 

Assistant Surgeon . . 

Patna : 

Resident . . . . . . . . 

Assistant . . . . 

Hadnagore : 

Resident . . 

House-rent •« 

Rungpore : 

Resident . . 

House-rent 
Santipore : 

Resident . . 

House-rent 
Soonamookey : 

Resident . . . . . . 

House-rent 
Cossipore ; 

superintendent 


6,000 o o 
1,440 o o 
2,896 8 o 
3,600 o o 

6,000 o o 
1,440 o o 


6,000 o o 


2>793 12 o 
466 9 o 

8,790 4 o 
1,500 10 o 

14,476 8 o 

2,985 7 o 

19,106 7 o 
2,076 12 o 


2,793 12 o 
466 9 o 

16,230 4 o 

4,397 2 o 
3,600 o o 

21,916 8 o 


2,985 7 o 

25,106 7 o 
2,076 12 o 


6,000 o o 
2,896 8 o 
3,600 o o 


6,194 12 O 
1,057 8 o 


12,194 12 o 

3,9.54 o O 

3,600 o o 


6,000 o 
2,896 8 

6,000 o 
1,440 o 

6,000 o 
1,440 o 

6,000 o 
1,440 o 

6,000 o 

1,440 o 


16,115 8 0 

22,115 8 0 

2,751 3 0 

5,647 11 0 

>2,297 9 Oj. 

19,737 9 0 

13,615 10 0| 

1 

19 

S 

Cl 

0 

0 

! 

1 5,062 5 o| 

12,502 5 0 

1 

>8,243 > 40 ]. 

25,683 14 of 

1 — •’1 

1 


g,400 o o 


2,400 o o 
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Appendix, No. 33— 

The preceding Account — continued. 


SALARY, 
]>rr Annum. 


6,000 o o 


6,000 o o 


18^6-27. 


Oth«r 

ALLOWANCES, 
per Annum. 


INCREASE. 


TOTAL. 


AMOUNT. 


Date of 
Creation of Office,! 
or of I 
reapective \ 
Augmentations I 
of Salary, ' 
&c. 


I 

= }i - 


19,214 5 o 


20,863 i o 


I 


25,214 5 o ■ 8,984 


26,863 1 o 


4,947 


REASONS 
fur ouch 
INCREASE. 


{ .. Viile Santiporc 
Factory in i8u6-‘27. 

{ . . Casual increase of 
commission. 


- :{ 


. . Casual increase of 
commission. 


6,000 o 
4,800 o 


o 26,046 o o 
o — 


>32,046 o o 
4,800 o 0 


19,851 

1,200 


{ . . Casual increase of 
commission. 

Additional allowance. 


6,000 o 

6,000 o 
1,440 o 


o 

o 

0 


1,600 o 
28,482 12 

li 1,847 9 


o j i,6oo o o 

i 

0 ^34,482 12 o 
®}'i 9,«87 9 o 


14,745 


{ . . Casual increase of 
commission. 


6,000 o 
1,440 o 


o 

o 


18,661 


8 



I 


I 

8 0 I 


*i377 


{ . . Casual increase of 
commission. 


2 B 


(continued on next page.) 
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OFMCERS, 

KSTABUBHMBNTS, 

&C. 

Bengal 
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Salaries and 
Allowances. 


FIRST APPENDIX «o tu THIRD REPORT, ov the 


Appendix,*— 


The preceding Account— conltniierf. 


Factories— con/mue(/. 


Etawoh and Calpee : 

Resident . . 
Assistant Surgeon . . 


1816 - 17 . 




9»304 ^ 0 ; 15,304 8 0 


Santipore and Gollagore : 


Resident 


Surdah : 


Resident . . 


Covenanted 

Servants. 


Expense, 
Sa. Rs. 


Total 


— 5»44»922 11 oi 


East-lndia House, 
39 August 1831. 



SELECT COMMITTEE or rm HOUSE OF COMMONS. 187 
-~No. S3-^onthiued. 

, The preceding Account — continued. 


1826 - 27 . 

V 

INCREASE. 

SALARY, 
per Annum. 

Other 

ALLOWANCES, 
per Annum. 

TOTAL. 

AMOUNT. 

Date of 

Creation of Office, 
or of 
respective 
Augmentations 
of Salary, 

&c. 

6,000 

28,482 12 0 

34,482 X2 0 

t9.t78 


4 i 593 


4,593 0 0 



6,000 

24,970 0 0 




Rent : 


> 32,440 0 0 


— 

1,440 


J 



6,000 

21,902 7 0 


i 


Rent: 


^29,342 7 0 

a 9»342 

— 

1,440 


J 



Covenanted 

i 

Expense, 

Increase, 


Servants. 


Sa. Rs. 

Sa. Rs. 


— 



■ 

i 

No. 34 

1 — 

6»51»487 3 0 

1,06,564 7 



RKASOMS 
for each • 
INCREASE. 


.. Casual increase of 
commission. 


{ ..Nominal increase. 
Informer years these 
Factories were sepa- 
rately stated in the 
Returns. 


f . . This Factory esta- 
Wished i8lh March 
(1824. 


(Errors excepted) 


JAMES C. MELVILL, 

And. India Acets* 


III. 

OrFlCBRs, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 
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188 FIRST APPENDIX, to the THIRD REPORT or xta 


III. 

OFFTCBRS, 

USTABLrSHMKNTS, 

&C. 

ikngal 
Commercial 
Establishments 
and Expenses. 


Appendix,— 

A Return of the Establishmrnts connected with the Commercial Offices under 
to each Establishment^ as it stood on the 1st May 1817, and on the 1st May 1827 ; 
Aiigmeiitalions^ and the Reasons assigned for the same. 


Establishments at the Presidency: 
Secretary's Office : 

Europeans 

Native Writers and Servants 
Contingencies 


Accountant's and Auditor's Offices : 

Native Writers and Servants 
Contingencies 


Export Warehouse : 

Europeans 

Native Writers and Servants 

Pensioners 

Contingencies 


Baggage Department : Europeans 
Natives . 


Import Warehouse : 

Europeans 

Native Writers and Servants 
Contingencies 


Naval Depdt at Saugor : Natives 
Agency for Loading, &c. Ships ; Natives . . 
Pensions payable at the Presidency 


1816-17. 


No. 

expense 

of Contingencies. 

Establishment. 

total. 

13 

12,720 — 

t 

j 

j 

' 12,720 

37 

9,612 — 

9,612 

— 

— 538 

j 538 

49 


22,870 

15 

6,034 — 

6,024 


— 137 

137 

7 

11,040 , — 

11,040 

125 j 

93,113 1 — 

23»ii3 

— 

— — 

1,534 

.... ! 

— 6,500 

! ! 

6,500 

133 

1 

1 

i 

42,177 

3 

3,000 ' — 

j 3,000' 

_.vJ 

1 490 ^ - 1 

1 420 

>38 

! 1 

45,597 

5 

^ 6,840 — 

6,840 

59 

13,208 — 

13,208 

1 

— 53,323 

53»223 

64 

i 

j 

79,271 

32 

1 

1,836 

3 ; 

— 

348 

i 

— M.. 

7476 
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the Presidency of Bengal ; showing the Number of Persons, and the Expense attaching 
and stating likewise the Date of New Establishments, or of any considerable 


1826-27. 


No. 


11 

4 l 


52 


EXPENSE 

of 

Establishment. 


10,620 

11,712 


6 

123 


129 


2 

4 


135 


5 

55 


60 


5»B68 


10,320 

22,472 


3,000 

420 


10,080 

12,675 


Contingencies. 


516 


1,176 


3,708 


TOTAL. 


INCREASE. 


1,700 


10,620 

11,712 

516 

22,848 

5,868 

1,176 

7,044 


io, 3’0 

22,472 

1,219 

3,708 

37.719 


41,139 


588 

7,110 


2,100 


1,039 



DECREASE. 


111 . 

OFFICERS. 

ES T ABLIS HMFN T s , 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Establish men tK 
and Expenses. 


REASONS 
for each 
INCREASE. 


3,240 

467 


240 


2,100 

22 


1.56 


720 

641 

305 

3,792 


51,523 

1,836 

366 


• •Though small ad- 
ditions have been 
made to the salaries 
of European writers, 
a very considerable 
diminution of charge 
is apparent under 
this head. 


(continued on next page,) 




Establishments at the Factorie 


Bauleah .. .. Natives 

Benares . . ditto 

Chittagong . . . . ditto 


Commercolly .. ditto 

Superintendent of Embankments 
Natives under ditto . . 
CoBsimbuzar . . Natives . . 

Dacca . . . . ditto 

— . . House-rent 

Gollagore . . Natives . . 

Santipore . . . . ditto 

Hurnaul . . ditto 

Hurripaul . . . . ditto 

Jungypore . . . . ditto 

Keerpoy . . ditto 

ljuckypore . . . . Europeans 

— .. Natives, dec. 

— . . Factory Rent 

Malda . . Natives . . 

Patna ditto 

Midnapore .. Natives .. 

Radnagorc .. .. ditto 

Rungpore . . European 

— .. Natives 


TO THE THIRD REPORT of the 


Appendix, — 


1816 - 17 . 

EXPENSE _ . 


Qf Contingencies. 

total. 

Establishment. 


17.365 — 

17,365 

15,674 — 

15,674 

7,744 — 

7,744 

i 5 ,« 5 fl — 

15,95. 

i 7»094 — 

17,094 

a 3 fi 3 ^\ 


3,400 / 

95,539 

8,536 — 

8,6a6 

16,743 — 

16,743 

6,188 — 

6,188 

12,846 — 

19,846 

8,480 — 

8,480 

3.645 — 

3,645 

2,424) 


21,811 > — 

95,591 

1,286) 


12,783 — 

12,782 

23.099 — 

23,099 

1,530 — 

1*530 

6,816 — 

6,816 

1,2001 


17.773) 

18,973 
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— ^No. S4i‘*'<ontinued. 


HI. 

OFKlCintS, 

KSTAHLIMIMENTIS 


The preceding Account — cotUinued, 


1826-27. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

REASONS 

1 1 1 


1 


1 


INCREASE. 1 DECREASE. 

for each 

No. 

EXPENSE ■ 

^ Contingencies. 

TOTAL. 

1 

INCREASE. 


Establishment. 


i 


Bengal 
Couimercial 
Kstabliahfnents 
and Expcneet. 


*5 14»197 

48 7,648 


302 

1 

6 

126 


I 


18,641 

4,800 

43a 

13,584 



190 


18,000 


127 I 10,107 
78 7438 


14,197 

7,648 


3,168 

8,026 

7»744 


; The strength of 
' the Native Establish- 
I roent at this Factory 
' considerably exceeds 
I the number here 
shown ; it is not prac- 
j ticable, however, to 
I state the exact num- 
ber of persons em- 
I ployed at Bauleah in 
' the years under re- 
view. 


331873 

13,584 


8,621 


18,000 


} 


10,107 

7436 


Since 1816-17 the 
Native Establiihment 
3»5io I at Commercolly has 
®6,53* j been gradually in- 
7,569 I creased. 

6,188 

«,739 

»,044 

3 i 645 


35>6<i 


131 10,119 

76 7,780 


194 


10,118 

7i9H 


83 

1 

139 


6,516 
720 > 
9,700 f 


6,516 

10,480 


3,670 

i 6 >i 85 

1,530 

300 

8,.563 


(continued on nest page.) 
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ill. 




OFFICKUS, 

KSTABLISIIMRNTS, 

&C. 


The preceding Account — continued. 


Appendix, — 


Bengal 
Commercial 
Establighments, 
and Expenses. 




1816 - 17 . 1 

1 



No. 

EXPENSE 

of 

Establishment. 

Contingencies. 

total. 

j 

Establishments at the Factories. — 
continued. 




1 

Soonamookey . . European . . . , 

— Natives . . 

— Repairs . . 

— Filature Rent .. 

— Pension . . 

Cossipore . . Natives . . 

Etawah & Calpee, European 
— Natives . . 

1 

249 

66 

1 

467 

2.400 ) 

! 20,827 > 

5,202 ) 

6,207 

3.400 

35.832 

1 

1 Mill 

i 

1 

88,429 

6,207 ’ 

1 2,400 

! 36,170 

1 


- 




38,570 

Surdah 

Natives . . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Total . 

r Europeans 
\ Natives . . 

32 \ 

Expense 

i 

Sa. Rs. 

4,73,575 i 

i 


East-India House, 
sgth August 1831. 
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—No. S^-^ontinued, 

J The preceding Account — continued. 


1826 - 27 . 


No. 


EXPENSE. 

of 

Establishment. 


Contingencies. 


129. 


1 

3B 


2,400 ' 

11,324 

18,000 I 

90 J 

2,400 

6,738 



III. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABUSHMENT.S, 

&C. 

Bengal 
Commercial 
Establishments, 
and Expenses. 


Reasons for each 
Increase. 


. . There would have 
been a decrease of 
charge at this fac- 
tory, but for the 
payment made on 
account Filature 
Rent. 


74 

9,622 

_ 

9,622 

9,62a 

— 

. . This factory esta- 
blished in 1824. 

sets"}"'-” ■■ 

1 

j 8 . 83, 691 


1,89,884 



(Errors excepted) 


JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. India Accts. 



Id4 iPlltST* APPEND!* ^6 tiiE THIKDI HEPOBT of tex 


in. 


OFPIOSRS, 

ESTABUSRMENTS). 

&C. 


Home 

Eiitablishiiieiit, 

Saiarieeaikd 

Allowances. 


Appendix,— 

A Return of all Offices, Places, and Pensions, Civil, Political, Military and Commer- 
included in the Returns laid before the Committee on East-India Affairs in 1830 ; with the 
or Places, as they stood on the Ist May 1817 and Ist May 1827 ; and further stating, in regard 
augmented since the 1st May 1814, the Date of such creation or of such Augmentation or 


OFFICES OR PLACES. 


Court of Directors, viz . : 

Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
Directors 


Secretary's Office i 
Secretary 
Assistant 
Clerks . « 


Examiner of Indian Correspondence : 
Examiner 
Assistants 

Clerks 

Searchers of Records . . 


Auditor of Indian Accounts: 
Auditor 
Deputy 
Clerks 

Military Assistant 


1st May 1817. 




Allowance for 

j 

No. 

Sslsriss 

Attendance on 

} 

and 

Holidays and 

TOTAL. 


Allowances. 

beyond the 
Official Hours. 



£. 

£. 

£. 

2 

1,000 



22 

6,6oo 



fl 4 

7,6oo 

— 

7,600 

1* 

2,8oo 



1 

1,500 

> 1.175 


i8 

7,6oo 


20 

11,900 

».I76 

13,075 

1 

2,300 



3 

11 

3,500 

3>i90 

908 


1 

350 

J 


i6 j 

9,340 

908 

10,248 

1 

2,000 ‘ 

'I 


1 

10 

1,000 

7.830 

> 308 


1 

300 . 

) 


13 

6,130 

308 
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—No. 35. 

cial, held under 'the East-India Compant^ within the United Kingdom and Colonies, and not 
Salaiy, and the Amount and Nature of any other AUowance8> annexed, to eaeh of such Offices 
to Offices and Places which have been created, or of which the Salaries or Allowances have been 
Augmentations. 


Ist May 1827. 


No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allon'ances. 

Allowance for 
Attendance on 
Holidays and 
beyond the 
Ofllcud Hours. 

TOTAL. 


S 

03 

. £. 
1,000. 
6,6oo 

£. 

£. 


24 

7,6oo 

— 

7,600 


1 

1 

i6 

2, Goo 
1,500 
7>705 

1 608 


2 Sept. 1818 1 Clerk's Salary increased £130 per annum. 

13 Mar. 1819 ..1 ., Ditto .. ..150 — 

6 April 1825 ..2 .. .. Ditto .. .. 200 — 

21 Mar. 1826.. 1 ... Ditto.. ..50 — 

i8 

11,805 

608 

ia4i3 



1 

4 

i6 

2 

2,300 

4,400 

6,050 

i>300 

1 545 


5 Oct. 1814 . . 1 Assistant's Salary increased £200 per annum. 

9 April 1823 ,.2 .. .. Ditto .. .. 400 — 

2 Mar. 1825 ..1 .. .. Ditto .. 200 — 

February — . . an additional Assistant appointed. 

In 1819 . . 1 Clerk added. 

23 

14,050 

546 

14»595 

1823 .. 2 ditto. 

1825 .. 2 ditto. 

2 Mar. — . . 5 — salaries increased £388 per annum. 
April 1829, an additional Searcher of Records appointed ; trans- 
ferred from another department. 

27 Feb. 1822 .. Searcher and Assistant's Salaries increased 

£110 per annum. 

23 Mar. 1825 .. .. Ditto .. 260 — 

1 




1 

»5 

3,000 

5,610 

303 


11 April 1815.. Auditor’s Salary increased £100 per annum. 

Ditto — . . Deputy’s ditto . . . . 100 — 

10 Ditto 1821 . . 2 Clerks’ ditto .. .. 70 — 

28 Aug. 1816 .. 1 Military Assistant appointed 300 — 

In 1816 .. 1 Clerk added. 

1823 • . 4 Ditto. 

i6 

7,610 

303 

7»913 


2 C 2 {continued on next page,) 


III. 

OFFIGXRS, 

BSTAaUSHMBNTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances., 
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FIRST APPENDIX to thk THIRD .REPORT of toe 


III. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

8cc. 

- — The preceding Account-^on^niird. 

Home 

Establishment, — — — 

Salaries and 
Allowances. 


OFFICES OR PLACES. 


Military Secretary’s Office: 
Military Secretary 
Assistant 
Clerks 


Paymaster of Lord Clive's Fund ; 
Paymaster 
Assistant 

Clerks 


Accountant-Generars Office : 
Accountant-General 
Deputy . . 

Clerks 


Auditor of Home Accounts : 

Auditor 

Clerks 


China Correspondence and Secret Commercial-office : 
Clerk to Secret Commercial Committee 
Clerk under ditto 


Treasury ; 
Treasurer 
Deputy . . 
Clerks .. 


Appendix,— 


lit May 1817 . 

No. 

Salaries 

and 

* Allowances. 

Allowance 
for Attendance 
on Holidays 
end beyond the 
Official Hours. 

TOTAL 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1,500 

530 

610 

£. 

1 »45 

£. 

4 

3.530 

145 

‘8,675 

1 

600 



1 

600 

— 



— 

— 


2 

1 

1,200 

— 

1,200 

1 

2,400 

I 


1 

1,500 

f >,494 


36 

161770 



38 

19,670 

1.494 

21,164 

— 





‘ — 

— 


— 

— 

— 






1 

200 

12 


1 

200 

12 

212 

1 

1,400 

I 


1 

1,200 

> 678 


16 

00 

0 

J 


18 

8,450 

678 

9.138 
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-No. 85-~-c(mtinued. 

The preceding Account — coniinutd. 



ht May 1897 . 


No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowancei. 

Allowance 
for Attendance 
on Holidays 
and beyond the 
Ofiicial Hours. 

TOTAL. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

1 

1 

3 

2,000 

900 

680 

1 95 

i 

1 

1 

! 

5 1 

3J580 

95 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

800 

390 

100 

I 45 

i 

3 


45 

1 , 335 . 

1 

1 

29 

2,400 

1,500 

13,660 

} 

j 

1 

31 

1 17,560 

844 

1 ! 

18,404 

1 

4 

1,200 

1,340 

} 315 


5 

2,540 

215 

2,755 

1* 

1 

1,500 

400 

40 


2 

1,900 

40 

1,940 

1 

1 

14 

1400 

1,300 

6,530 

1 468 


16 

9*130 

468 

9,598 


111 . 

OFFIOEKS, 

KSTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


1818 . 
31 March 18124 . 
Ditto 1826 

27 June 1821 . 
25 Sept. 1822 . 

2 April 18*3. 
In 1806. 

28 June 1815. 
February 1822. 


April 1819. 
March 1822 . 
April 1824. 

Ii0ctoberi8i6, 
26 March 1817, 
25 July 1821. 
9 April 1824 


Mil. Secretary's Salary, increased £500 per ann. 
Assistant's ditto .. s. 100 — 

. . Ditto 200 — 

Clerk's Salary increased £50 per annum. 

.. Ditto .. ..40 — 

. . Ditto . . . . 60 — 

1 Clerk added. 


. Paymaster and Deputy increased £400 per ann. 

, Paymaster's Salary increased £200, in conse- 
quence of the superintendence of the Recruit- 
ing Department being transferred to this office. 
. Assistant's ditto .. .. £110 per annum. 

. . . Ditto . . . . 60 — 

. 1 Clerk appointed. 

. 2 Clerk's salary increased £400 per annum. 

. Clerk Committee of Accounts 100 — 

. 2 Clerkb increased ,. 140 — 

.2 Ditto .. .. 40 — 


July 1821 ..5 Clerks detached from the Accountant-Gene- 
ral's Office to form this department. 

11 Dec. 182a .. 1 Clerk’s salary increased £110 per annum. 


July 1821 .. i Clerk detached from the Accountant-Gene- 
ral's Office. 

17 Nov. 1 824 . . Salary increased £200 per annum. 


1815 . . Treasurer's Salary increased £100 per annum. 


1817 

• • • 

Ditto . . 

.. 200 

1815. 

. Deputy's 

Ditto . • 

.. 100 

1817. 

Ditto . . 

. . 200 

— . 

. 1 St Clerk's 

Ditto . . 

. . 100 

1825. 

. 2d Clerk's 

Ditto , , 

.. 150 
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nnsr APPENDIX TO TB» THIRD REPORT oi 'snz 


III. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABUSHIIENTS, ^AppCfldix,- 

- - The preceding Account — continued. 
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—No. SS—cotUktued. 

The preceding Account — eonHnued, 


Isi May 1827 . 


No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances* 

Allowance 
(os Attendance 
on Holidays 
and beyond the 
Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 



£. 

£. 

£. 


1 

7 

1,000 

3,970 

1 15a 

• 

12 April 1815 . . 

Ditto 

8 

4,970 

15a 

5,122 


1 

1 

12 

1, 600 
950 
6,170 

1 333 


16 Nov. 1814 .. 
June 1815 .. 
— 1816.. 
13 Apr. 1825 . . 
6 Sept. 1826 .. 

H 

8,7iio 

333 

9*053 

1 

1 

4 

2,200 

900 

1,160 

1 95 


1 May 1817 .. 

6 

4,260 

95 

4,355 


1 

1 ^ 
10 

1,800 

1,000 

5,040 

883 


6 Apr. 1824 . . 

12 

7,840 

283 

8,133 


1 

1 

3 

3 1 

1 1 

2 ! 

1,300 

700 

1,010 

1,100 

900 

900 

^ 131 

1 


7 June 1816.. 

8 Apr. 1818 .. 

1 — 1817 .. 

30 — 1823 .. 

11 

6,910 

121 ' 

6,031 

1 

1 

13 

3,000 

1,300 

6.766 

1 

j- 487 


1 20 Nov. 1817 . . 
18 Jan. 1826 .. 

6 Feb. 1822 . . 
18 Jan. 1826 . . 

15 

9,066 1 

487 

9.563 

10 Apr. 1827 .. 

a 

‘.370 

— 

>. 37 ® 

22 Mtur. iB]6 .. 


Transfer Accountant's Salary increased £170 
per annum. 

Deputy's Di(to . . . 130 

per annum. 


Freight Accountant’s Salary increased £111 p' an. 

Ditto . . . . 100 — 

Ditto .. .. 100 — 

A Clerk's . , . . Ditto . . , . 50 — 

Ditto . . . . 100 — 


Deputy’s Salary^ increased £100 per annum. 


Assistant’s Salary increased £150 per annum, 
having been previously reduced in i8ao. 


Master Attendant’s Salary increased £300 p’ ann. 
Deputy’s .. .. Ditto .. .. 125 » 

Ist Assistant’s . . Ditto . . . . 148 — 

1 st Clerk’s .. Ditto .. .. 100 — 

Ditto . . . . Ditto . . . . 30 — 

Surveyor of Shipping, Ditto . . 100 — 

2d Assistant to Do. Ditto . . . . 50 — 


Assistant’s Salary increased £50 per annum, 
.. .. Ditto .. .. 200 — 

1st Clerk's Ditto .... 50 — 

2d Clerk’s Ditto . . . . 140 — 

Several Clerks’ Diitei * . 530 • — 


Junior Auctioneer’s 


Salary increased £170 p’ ann. 
(pontinved on next page , ) 


III. 

OFFICKRS, 

ESTABLlSHMKbTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 



200 


FIRST APPENDIX TO xm THIRD REPORT of tm 


III. 

OFFICERS^ 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 


Home 

Establiahment, 
Salaries and 
Allowancet^. 


The preceding Account—conrinaeri. 


O FFICES OR PLACES. 


East-India Wharf: 

Husband , « 

Assistant 

Clerks 

Private Trade, Outward : 

Clerks 

Superintendent at the East-India Docks 


Tea Warehouses : 

Warehouse Keeper 
Assistant 
Clerks .. 


Bengal Warehouse : 
Warehouse Keeper 
Assistant 
Clerks . . 


Coast Warehouse : 
Warehouse Keeper 
Assistant 
Clerks 


Private Trade Warehouse : 
Warehouse Keeper 
Clerks 


Assistant Private TVade Warehouse : 
Assistant Warehouse Keeper • , 
Clerks 


Appendixt*- 


1st May 1817. 


No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 

Allowance 
for Attendance 
on Holidays 
and beyond the 
Ofilctal Hours. 

TOTAL. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

^ 1 

1,200 

\ 


' 1 

8oo 

1 


'i ’ 

2,i6o 



1 

1 


> ”7 


■i ® 

J.790 



•; > 

450 

J 

1 

12 

1 

6,400 

117 

6,517 

I * 

2,650 

) 


> 

1,000 

y 286 


1 20 

5,330 

1 



22 

8,980 

286 

9,866 

1 

1,850 

) 

1 1 

1 

950 

y 50 ! 

1 1 

4 

1,710 

) 1 

i 

6 

48510 

50 

4,560 

1 

i>550 

) 


1 

900 

f 36 


4 

1,770 

) 


6 

4i220 

35 

4,<65 

1 

1 

1,100 

1 A. 


7 

1,460 



8 1 

,,560 j 

61 

8,681 

> 1 

900 

\ 6a 



i »400 

/ 


8 

2,300 

6a 

8,36« 
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—No. S5^^(mtinued» 

The preceding Account— 


Ist May 1827 . 


No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 

Allowance 
for Attendance 
on Holidays 
and beyond the 
Official Hours. 

TOTAL 



£. 

£. 



1 

1 

7 

1,200 

800 

3,290 

^ 103 


3 April 1818 . . 
21 Jan. 1824 

1 

1 

0 0 



26 March 1817 .. 

11 

6,660 

103 

6,763 


1 

1 

16 

2.000 

1.000 

6,430 

1 »69 


11 April 1826 . . 

18 

1 .. 

9,430 

159 

9,589 


. 

1 

6 

’ 1,500 
1,000 
2,030 

I 50 

- 


21 March 1826 . . 

21 Jan. 1824 .. 

1 11 April 1826 

17 March 1819 . . 

8 

4,530 

50 1 

1 

4,580 

j 





i — 

— 

— 



1 

7 

1,100 

2,600 

} 96 

! 

11 April 1826 . . 

8 

3,700 

95 

3,795 

- 

1 

7 

1,000 

2,320 

} 68 


12 Jan. 1821 .. 

I 8 

3,320 

68 

3,388 

11 April 1826 . . 


2D 


A Clerk's Salary 


increased £2.5 per annum, 
itto . • 50 — 


Superintendent's Ditto . , 100 


Several Clerk's Salaries increased £430 p’ ann. 


Assistant's Salary increased 
£ 50 per annum. 

A Clerk's Ditto 
£ 50 per annum. 

. . . • Ditto 

£ 40 per annum. 

Assistant Warehouse Keeper | 
increased £50 per annum. 


2 Aug. 1820, 
these Depart- 
ments were 
united under 
one Establish- 
ment. 


Clerk's Salary increased £ 50 per annum. 


Assistant Warehouse Keeper's Salary increased 
£100 per annum. 

Clerk's . • Ditto . . £80 p^ annum. 

(continued on next^page,) 


111 . 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 



FIRST APPENDIX to tm THIRI>‘ REPORT op tb* 


30ie 

ill. 

OFFICERS, 

E8TABU8HMEKT8. 

&C. 


Appendix, — 


Hone 

Establithment, 
Seleriee and 
Allowances. 


The preceding Account*— coa/fniie^. 


Ist May 1817. 


OFFICES OR PLACES. 

No. 

SsUuriet 

and 

Allowances. 

Allowance for 
Attendance on 
Holidays and 
beyond the 
Official Hours. 

rOTAL. 

Pepper and Salt-Petre Warehouse : 

Warehouse Keeper 

Clerks 

1 

7 

f. 

820 

620 

£. 

} W 

£. 


8 

1,440 

74 

1.514 

Baggage Warehouse : 

Warehouse Keeper 

Clerk 

1 

1 

960 

3ao 

} ' 



3 

1,270 

8 

1,278 

Military Store Warehouse : 

Inspector 

Assistant 

1 

1 

1,500 

300 




2 

1,800 

1 

1,800 

Clerk to the Committee of House 

1 

800 

— 

1 800 

Clerk to the Committee for Superintending the Military Seminary. , 

1 

1,000 

23 

! 

1 1,023 

Clerk to the Committee for Superintending the East-India College 

— 

— 

— 

I 

! — 

Book Office : 

Clerks 

3 

540 

64 

1 

604 

Library : 

Librarian 

Clerks 

1 

3 

■.a ^ 

|} ■» 


• 

4 

1.465 

1 

■1481 

1 

Chart Office : 

Hjjrdrographer 

1 

1 

II 

1 

} 95 



3 

830 

95 

915 
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— No. S5--conHnued. 


in. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABUSBMENTS 

&C. 


The preceding Account— con^tnueflf. 



Ist May 1827 . 


! No. 

i 

1 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances 

Allowance for 
Attendance on 
Holidays and 
beyond the 
Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

1 

7 

1,000 

2,350 

} 100 


1 8 

3 , 350 * 

100 

3,450 

1 

1 

l,OoO 

ago 

} 


2 

1,260 

10 

1,270 

1 

1 

1,000 

600 




1,600 

— 

1,600 

! — 1 

— 

— 

— 

r 

1 » 

1,200 

29 

1,229 

1 

700 

10 

710 

2 I 

680 

48 

728 

1 

2 

700 

720 

} 


3 

1,420 

10 

ii 430 

1 

1 

II 

} 



s,000 

31 

i»03i 


31 March 1818. . Warehouse Keeper’s Salary increased £150 

19 Ditto 

1819 

Ditto N 

50 

15 Ditto 

1820.. 

Ditto 

100 

19 Ditto 

1819. . 1st Clerk’s .. 

Ditto 

60 

Ditto 

— . . 2d Ditto 

Ditto 

40 

28 Feb. 

1822.. 2 Clerks 

Ditto 

100 


p’ann. 


6 April i8q, 5. .Warehouse Keeper*8 Salary increased £50 p* ann. 
11 Ditto 1836. .Clerk’s .. Ditto .. lao 


1 1 April 1815. . Inspector’s Salary increased £500 p’ ann. 

26 March 1819. .Ditto and Assistant’s Ditto 1.50 — 

22 Jan. 1823 .. .. Ditto .. 150 — 

19 Ditto 1825 .. .. Ditto .. 400 — 

2 March 1 825. . Clerk’s Salary increased £110 per annum. 

28 Feb. 1827. .The duty ot this Department was transferred to 
the Office of Buying and Warehouses. 

6 April 1821 . . Clerk’s Salary increased £200 per annum. 

1 May 1817.. The duty of this Office was performed by a 
Clerk in the Examiner’s Office, who was de- 
tached from that Office. 

16 Oct. 1824. . Clerk’s Salary increased £70 per annum. 


26 March 1817. . Librarian’s Salary increased £200 per annum. 


26 June i8i6, . Hydrographer’s Salary increased £200 p’ ann. 


Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


8 D 2 


(continued on next page,) 



111 . 

OFFICERS, 

BSTABLISHMBNTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 
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The preoeeding Account — cwHnued. 


Appendix, — 


OFFICES OR PLACES. 

1 st May 1817 . 

No. 

Sslsries and Allowances. 

TOTAL. 



£. 

£. 

£. 

Standing Counsel 

1 

500 

— • 

500 

Solicitor 

1 

500 

— 

500 

Surveyor 

1 

500 

- 

500 

Examining Physician . . . . . • . . . . . • . • 

Assistant 

1 

1 

4S0 

300 




0 

630 

— 

620 

Lecturer on the Diseases of Hot Climates 

1 

105 


105 

Examiner of Veterinaiy Medicines | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chaplain of Poplar Hospital . , . . . . | 

1 

100 

— 

100 

East-India College : 

Professors and Masters 

Public Servants 

1 

1 

1 

»6 

i 38 

i 

1 

i 

} - 

1 1 

— 

8,850 

1 

! 

Military Seminary : 

Professors and Masters 

Public Servants, and Serjeant and Corporal 

10 . 
14 

1 1 

i 

1 

} - 

1 

i 

1 

3.768 

Agents in the United Kingdom 

13 

h 

t 

£ 3} per cent. 
j tne amou 
S their Dist 
( mOnts. 

upon) 
int off 
»urse-^ 
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— ^No. 35 — continued. 

Th» preceding Account — continued* 



III. 

OKKICKKS, 

K«iTARUSHMKNTS, 

fki\ 

Home 

Establishment* 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


III. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


Appendix» — 


The preceding Account — continued. 


OFFICES OR PLACES. 


Agents abroad, viz. 

At Aleppo 

Constantinople 

Cairo 

Isle of France 
Vienna 

Cape of Good Hope 

Clerk 

Storekeeper . . 

North America^ •• 

Several Places 

Recruiting Department: 
Superintendent 

At the Hradt at Chatham : 

Officers 

Serjeants and Corporals, Sec. 

At the several Recruiting Districts : 
Officers 

Serjeants and Corporals, Scq. 


1 st May 1817 . 

No. 

Salaries and Allowances. 

TOTAL. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

1 

1,200 

— 


1 

500 

— 



1 

No fixed Allowance. 



1 

S.Ks. 150 per month. 


1 

£50 





f Commission 

5 per I : 

1 

1,600 

< cent, on Profits > ' 



L of Sales. 

y. 

1 

300 



1 

R-Ds. 1.200 


— 

5 

No fixed 

Allowance. 

— 


£. 



1 

920 



5 

2,461 



23 

1,028 

— 

— 



AllowanceforRe- 




emits approved. 


6 

1,64s 

1»930 

— 

30 

1,108 


— 

£ 

7.159 

1.930 

9.089 


East-India House, 
1831. 
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— No. SS^^ontinued. 

The preceding Account — continued. 



1st Maj 18S7. 


No. 

1 

Salaries and Allowances. | 

TOTAL. 

1 

1 

1 

£. 

Abolished 

500 

100 

No fixed 

Allowance. 


1 

Ditto. 


1 

£1,600 

r Commission of 5 p* 

J cent, on Profits 

1 

300 . 

of Sales. 


1 

ll.Ds.1,500 

— 

— 

1 

( 2 per cent.on Sale amount of Con- j 

1 

1 signments to them from ChinaJ 

9 

No fixed Allowance. 1 

— 

«... 

— 


7 

£. 

3,094 



31 

1,345 

— 

— 

6 

1,095 

AllowanceforRe- 
emits approved. 
2,066 


34 

»i 3 i 7 




6,851 

2,666 

9,517 


5th July 1824. Storekeeper’s Salary increased R.Ds. 300. 
1 Agent at Canada appointed 7th July 1824. 
i Ditto . . Halifax . . ditto 25th March 1825. 


February 1822, transferred to Paymaster of Lord Clive’s Fund. 


Mem * — In addition to the several increases of Salary above spe- 
. cified, the Clerks on the Establishment receive augmentations at 
the rate of £20 per annum, until their incomes amount to £600 
I per annum, in virtue of the general Salary Regulations of April 
1815 and April 1816. 


111 . 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMBNTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment, 
Salaries and 
Allowances. 


(Errors excepted) 



m FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT or the 


III. 

OFFIOERS, 

e.stabu8iimi!:nt.s. 

Appendix, No. 35'--{continued,) 

Pensions, 


PENSIONS, Ist May 1817. 



£. 


d. 



s. 

Aonew, five children of the late Major-general 



100 

0 

0 

Anbury, Mr. 0., late Clerk Accountant’s Office 

•tt 


250 

0 

0 

Aiinis, Mrs. S., viridow of an Extra Clerk (during widowhood) 

••• 

... 

25 

0 

0 

Adams, Mrs. P., and her four children, widow of a Clerk, Examiner’s Office 

160 

0 

0 

Andrews, Mrs. Jane, widow of a Porter 

• •• 


20 

0 

0 

Adney, Mrs. C., widow of an Extra Clerk 

• •• 


30 

0 

0 

Aggliton, Mr. J., late Elder, Coast Warehouse ... 

• •• 


200 

0 

0 

Agar, Mr. Moses, late an Elder 

• •• 


100 

0 

0 

Baker, T. E., late Deputy Assistant Auditor, the five children of 


250 

0 

0 

Blackboard, Mrs. Ann, widow of an Elder 

• •• 


40 

0 

0 

Butler, Mr. John, late Clerk, Pay-office 

• •• 


100 

0 

0 

Barclay, Mrs. A., widow of a late Member of Council, Madras (during 




widowhood) 

• •• 

••• 

60 

0 

0 

Braham, Mrs, E., widow of late Surgeon at Bcncoolen 

• •• 


40 

0 

0 

Byron, two children of the late Captain, on account of his services in India 

100 

0 

0 

Broff, Mrs. E., widow of late Governor of Benooolen ... 

• • • 

• •• 

125 

0 

0 

Bell, Dr., late Chaplain Madras Establishuient 


... 

200 

0 

0 

Bird, Mrs. Ann Elizabeth, widow of a Senior Merchant, Bengal Establish- 




inent, and her daughter 


• •• 

130 

0 

0 

Broff, Mr. R., formerly of the Bencoolen Establishment 

• •• 


200 

0 

0 

Beatson, Major-general A., for services in India 

« • • 

• •• 

400 

0 

0 

Billamore, Mrs., widow of an Officer Bombay Marine, and her two children 

98 

9 

0 

Bagshaw, Mrs., widow of a late Surgeon at Bcncoolen ... 

• •• 

• •• 

80 

0 

0 

Baldwin, G., Esq., late Agent at Cairo 

• t* 


200 

0 

0 

Blows, Miss S„ niece of a late Commander of Company’s Recruits at the 




Isle of Wight 


• •• 

20 

0 

0 

Braham, Mr. P., late Acting Deputy Governor at Bencoolen 


• f • 

500 

0 

0 

Brassingtoii, Mrs. H., widow of Porter, Accountant’s Office 


• •• 

20 

0 

0 

Brook, Mrs., Widow of a late Governor, St. Helena 

• •• 


200 

0 

0 

Bellasis, Mrs. Mary, widow of a Clerk, Examiner’s Office 

• •• 

• •• 

50 

0 

0 

Browne, Mr. Bw., late Chief Buying- office 


• •• 

800 

0 

0 

Barnes, William, late Extra Clerk 

• •• 


63 

0 

0 

Bridge, Rev. B., late Professor East-India College 



200 

0 

0 

Barnes, Mr. G., late Door-keeper 


• • • 

225 

0 

0 

Bayley, Mrs. Eliza, widow of a Porter 

• •• 


10 

0 

0 

Bell, William, late Clerk Auditor’s Office, four children of 

• f « 

• •• 

40 

0 

0 




Baildon, 
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Baildon, Mrs. Isabella^ widow of Dr. Blate, Surgeon, St. Helena Eata^ 
blishment, and her four children 

Baillie, MV. W., late Writer, Bombay Establishment 

Blair, Mr. Robert, late Assistant Surgeon, Bengal Establishment 
Burt, Robert, late Ext.'a Clerk, during insanity 
Blair, Mr. George, late Elder, Coast Warehouse 
Bates, Mr. Henry, late Assistant Elder, Tea Warehouse 
Bishop, Mrs., wife of late Clerk, Tea Warehouse, for herself and Children 
Brown, Mrs. E.> widow of Examiner of Military Stores 
Brindle, Mrs. Anna, widow of an Assistant Elder, and her five children 
Blackboard, Mrs. A., widow of Coast Warehouse-keeper 
Burford, Mrs. Lucy, widow Clerk, Buying Office 

Burford, Mr. J. S., late Clerk, Pay Office ... 

Burford, Mrs. Hannah, wife of ditto ... ... ... 

Bate, Mr. Richard, late Deputy Assistant Elder, Private Trade Warehouse 
Beard, Mr. N., late Cloth-drawer ... ... ... ... ... ..• 

Black, Mrs. Eliza, widow of ditto 

Burges, Mrs. Mary, widow of a Commander ... ... ... ... 

Blackford, Mrs. Ann ditto ... ... ... ..• 

Burt, Mrs, Jane ditto ... ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Burges, Captain William, late Commander 
Bartlett, Captain John ditto 

Baynes, Captain William ditto 

Bryant, Mrs. Mary, widow of an occasional Inspector of Private Trade 
Cruickshank, Mrs. Eliza, widow of a Surgeon, St. Helena Establishment, 

and her son ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• 

Collingwood, Mr. C., late Clerk, Freight Office 

Cockbum, Mrs. E., late Daires, widow of a late Serjeant-major, Madras 
Corneilc, Mrs. M., widow of Governor of St. Helena 
Charters, Mrs. C., widow of a Civil Servant at Bengal 
Compton, Mrs. F., late Clerk, Freight Office 
Court, Mrs. E.,. widow of late Junior Merchant, Madras 
Corsellis, Mrs. H., widow of Civil Servant, Bencoolen 

Clarke, Mrs. S., widow of Clerk, Accountant’s Office 

Casement, Mrs.> widow of Surgeon, Bengal Establishment 
Comer, Captain John, late Assistant Master Attendant 
Coggan, Captain J., late Master Attendant ... ... ... ••• 

Crawford, Mrs. E., daughter late Clerk, Accountant’s Office ... ••• 

Coles, Miss E., daughter of late Governor of Bencoolen ••• ... ••• 

Capel, Mr. James, late-Elder, Pepper Warehouse ... ... 

Clarkj Mr. Richard, late Clerk, Coast Warehouse ... ... ... 

Capper, Colonel James, formerly Madras Eetablishmeat,. for long and 

meritorious services ... ... ••• ••• ... ... ••• 1^^^ ^ 

2 E C uming. 


108 

120 

40 

50 

200 

75 

95 

25 

30 

20 

200 

300 

200 

35 

70 

20 

60 

60 

60 

120 

120 

120 

30 

70 

425 

80 

200 

100 

100 

100 

50 

80 

50 

200 

400 

20 

25 

200 

370 


8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

q 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O' 
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OFFICERS, Cuming, Mrs. Mary, daughter of a late Director, in consideration of her 
iSTABLUHUXNTS# di8ti*essed situation ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 100 0 0 

^ Colson, Mrs. Ann, widow of late Deputy Paymaster of Seaman’s Wages 110 0 0 

Pensions, Cawood, Mr. J., late Clerk, Secretary’s Office 130 0 0 

1817- Chappel, Mr. Roger, late Clerk, Assistant Private Trade Warehouse ••• 05 0 0 

Calladine, J., late Firelighter ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 50 0 0 

Coward, Mr. W., late Rider, Tea Warehouse ... ••• ••• ••• 350 0 0 

Cleeve, Mr. Richard, late an Elder ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 200 0 0 

Cattlin, Mr. William, late Company’s Packer ••• ••• ••• 50 0 0 

Cameron, Mrs. Josepha E. widow of a Commander ••• ••• ••• 60 0 0 

Carruthers, Captain Walker, late Commander ... ••• ••• 120 0 0 

Cumberlegc, Captain John A., ... ditto ••• ••• ••• ••• 120 0 U 

Crowdice, Christopher, Carpenter of a Sliip in Company’s service ... 9 12 0 

Collier, Mr. William, late a Surveyor of Private Trade... ••• 50 0 0 

Cuzons, Mrs. Mary, widow of a Waterman ••• ••• ••• ••• 25 0 0 

Dobie, Mr. J., late Clerk Private Trade Warehouse ••• ••• ••• 40 Q 0 

Davidson, Mrs., widow late Clerk Examiner’s Office ••• ••• ••• 20 0 0 

Denton, Mrs. M., widow of a late Commander •SB 20 0 0 

Dinning, Mr. H., late of Fort Malbro’ Establishment 260 0 0 

Dance, Sir N., for his gallant defence of the China fleet against Linois’ 

squadron ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 500 0 0 

Davidson, Major S. W., late Madras Establishment, for his long services 150 0 0 

Dawson, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of Captain Dawson, Bombay Establish- 
ment ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 45 12 6 

Davison, Mrs., widow of late Clerk, Examiner’s Office • SB ••• ••• 75 0 0 

Dominicus, Mr. George, late Company’s Husband •«. ••• 650 0 0 

Donaldson, Miss M., daughter of late Assistant Elder ... ... 15 0 0 

Edwards, Mr. J., late Porter ••• ... — ••• ••• — 30 0 0 

Eyles, Mrs., widow of late Clerk, Elast-India Wharf ••• ... ••• 30 0 0 

Eley, Mr. C. F., late Master of the Band of Royal East-lndia Volunteers 25 0 0 

Ely, Mr. George, late Extra Clerk Secretary’s Office ••• ••• 75 0 0 

Eyre, Mr. W., late Clerk Tea Warehouse 120 0 0 

Edwards, Mrs. Ann, widow of an Examiner of Military Stores ••• ••• 20 0 0 

Eckford, Mrs. RobinaS., widow of a Commander •s. at* 60 0 0 

Fraser, Mr. J., jun., late Civil Servant Bengal Establishment •a. aaa 105 0 0 

Fraser, Mrs., widow of Major-general Fraser *a* ••• aa» ••• 200 0 O 

Fancourt, Mrs., widow of Colonel Fancourt, of His Majesty's 34th Regi- 
ment, and her two children ••• ••• ••• — ••• ••• 150 0 0 

Fitzroy, Honourable F., formerly Madras ESstablishment • a* aaa 200 0 0 

Frost, Mr. P., late Pepper Warehouse-keeper aaa aaa aaa aaw 600 0 0 

Ferguson, Mrs* M., widow of a Surveyor of Shipping, for her three 

daughters aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa 150 0 0 

Fullerton, Mrs., widow of late Colonel Fullerton aa. aaa aaa 200 0 0 

Flatehar, 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS, m 

£. s. d. III. 

Fletcher^ Mr. Charles, late Ensign, Madras Establishment ... *••• 50 0 0 officehs 

Falconej, Misses, daughters of the late J. Falconer, Storekeeper, Bombay 70 0 0 uTABUsmiBNTs, 

Fetherstonehaugh, Mr. C. S., late Private Trade Warehouse-keeper ••• 200 0 0 

Gillum, Mrs. M., widow of a Clerk Secretary’s Office 100 0 0 p^Jj^ns 

Grand, Mr. G. T., late Bengal Civil Semce ••• «•« ••• 100 0 0 1817. 

Gillett, Mrs. E., widow of 1st Assistant Surveyor of Shipping ••• ... 100 0 0 

Griffiths, Mr. J., Senior Merchant, Bencoolen Establishmen ••• ... 260 0 0 

Green, Mrs., widow of Major-general Green, Bengal Establishment ... 50 0 0 

Gardner, Mr. S., late one of the Company’s Packers 150 0 0 

Greenhill, Lieutenant-colonel A., late Madras Establishment 200 0 0 

Gray, Captain A., His Majesty’s 77th Regiment, for services in India ••• 45 0 0 

Gourlay, Major, Madras Artillery 136 17 4 

Gilmour, Mrs. M., Mother of Lieutenant, Bombay Marine 15 0 0 

Gahagan, Mr. W., late Apothecary, St. Helena Establishment ••• ' ... 65 0 0 

Gahagan, Mrs. L., widow of a late Surgeon 100 0 0 

Gilchrist, Dr. J., late Hindostanee Professor ••• ••• ••• 182 10 0 

Gowan, Mrs. M., widow of late Paymaster at Depot ••• ... ••• 100 0 0 

Gowan, Mrs. Martha, widow of the late Lieutenant* Bombay Marine, and 

her two children ••• ... ••• ••• ... 51 5 0 


Gowdie, Mrs., widow of late General Gowdie 200 0 0 

Grant, M!rs. M. XI. .«• ••• ••• ,,, 20 0 0 

Gwillim, Sir Henry, late Judge at Madras 1,000 0 0 

Godfrey, Miss S. G., daughter of Major-general, Madras Establishment 10 0 0 

Green, Mr. Ed., late Clerk, Freight Office 130 0 0 

Gibson, Mr. B. J., late Auctioneer 475 0 0 

Gardner, Mr. Robert, late Senior Clerk to Board of Control 538 6 0 

Gadderer, Mr. H., late Assistant Elder, Tea Warehouse ... 40 0 0 

< Greenly, Mr. Ed., late Deputy Assistant Elder, Private Trade Warehouse 40 0 0 

Gray, Mrs. Mary Ann, widow of a Commander 60 0 0 

Gerrard, Captain John, late a Commander ••• ... ... ... 120 0 0 

Harsant, Ann, widow of a Surveyor of Private Trade ••• 15 0 0 

Higgins, Richard, late Extra Surveyor ... ditto ... 50 0 0 

Hazey, John, late an Inspector ditto 100 0 0 

Hastings, Right Honourable W., late Governor-general •.• .•• ••• 4,000 0 O' 

Hay, Captain Robert, late Commander of the Astell’* ... ••• 400 0 0* 

Hall, Mrs. M., daughter of a late Clerk, Treasury ••• ••• 20 0 0 

Homer, Mr. R., late Clerk, Accountant’s Office ••• ••• ••• 200 0 0 

Haffey, Mrs. E., widow of late Ist Assistant to Paymaster (during widowhood) 80 0 0 
Hamilton, Mrs. E., (late Black,) widow of late Colonel Black, and her four 
children ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ■*« ••• 220 0 0 

Hitchcock, Mrs., widow of Captain Hitchcock, late Mahratta service ... 40 0 0 


Hampton, Mrs. S., widow of a late Porter 


20 0 0 


2E2 


Hill, 


••• 






• •• 
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ovFiCERSi the three children of the late Jeremiah HiU, Clerk 30 0 0 

ESTABi^iiMBNTS, Holland, Mr. John, late Freight Accountant ••• 600 0 0 

» Hoole, Rev. S., Chaplain Poplar Hospital 100 0 0 

Pensions, Hudson, Mrs. Ann, widow of late Assistant Examiner, and her two daughters 300 0 0 

1817. Hudson, Mr, Henry, late Clerk, Examiner's Office 200 0 0 

Harris, Mr. Stephen, late Madras Establishment 200 0 0 

Hurlock, Mr. P., late Clerk, Accountant's Office 80 0 0 

Heyaham, Mr. E., late Lieutenant, Bengal Establishment 40 0 0 

Harvey, Mrs., late Ange, widow of late Lieutenant, Bombay Marine ... 41 5 0 

Hay, Mr. Ed. L., late Midshipman, Bombay Marine Establishment ... 30 0^0 

Hardy, Mrs. Betty, widow of late Major-general Hardy, Bengal Establish- 
ment ••• ••• ••• •«. ••• 100 0 0 

Hollis, Mr. T. P., late Writer, St. Helena Establishment 100 0 0 

Hockin, Mrs,, daughter of late Captain Wilson, Commander of the Antelope 50 0 0 

Hardie, Mr. D., late Elder, Bengal Warehouse 200 0 0 

Hackett, Mrs., widow of Assistant Elder 12 IQ 0 

Huggins, Mrs. Ann ... ditto ... ... ... ... 20 0 0 

Holbrooke, Mrs. Mary, widow of late Warehouse-keeper 200 0 0 

Hudden^ Mrs., widow of late Clothworker ••• 30 0 0 

Hall, Mrs. Honor, widow of a Commander ... 60 0 0 

Hardyman, Captain William A., late a Commander 120 0 0 

Hounsome, William, late Inspector of Private Trade 150 0 0 

Jennings, Mrs. Bridget, widow of occasional Inspector of Private Trade 25 0 0 

Jones, William, late Bombay Marine 4 16 0 

Jones, Mr. Edward, formerly Accountant in the department of the Military 

Auditor-general at Fort St. George ... ... ... ... ... 200 0 0 

Jones, Mr. John, late Bengal Warehouse-keeper ... •.. ... ... 630 0 0 

James, Mr. Thomas, late Baggage Warehouse-keeper 100 0 0 

Kay, Mrs. Brook, widow of late Accountant at Prince of Wales’ Island, and 

her three children 100 0 0 

Kershaw, Misses, daughters of a late Clerk in the Treasury ... ... 40 0 0 

Keiinaway, Sir John, Bart., during life, for his services in negociating several 

treaties in India ... ••• ... 500 0 0 

Kiugslay, Mr. Thomas, late Clerk at East-India Wharf 150 0 0 

King, Mrs. M., widow of a Clerk in the Pay Office 50 0 0. 

Kenny, Mrs. M-.^ for maintenance of her daughter, Catherine Cookesley, till 
20 or married (widow of Lieutenant Thomas Cookesley, Madras Artillery) 25 0 0 

King, Captain, Madras Establishment, two children of ••• •.. ... so 0 0 

Ley, Miss Ann, daughter of late Captain Thomas Ley ••e a.. ... so 0 0 

Lang, Mrs. A.,- widow of General Lang .m ••• •»» ##« 100 0 0 

Laland, Mr. At, late Clerk Tramrfer Office •*. e.e 200 0 ft 

UojM, Mr. T., -late Civil Servant, Bengal eee ee. ee« ae» fee. lOS p. ft 

Laurent, 
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Laurence^ Captain Alexander, His Majesty’s regiment, services in India 80 0 0 officers, 

Lacam.M*--/ Projector of Docks, Bengal ... 600 0 0 k>*tab^shmk>ts, 

Lorimcr, Lieutenant, late Bombay Establishment 40 0 0 

Lowe, Mrs. Elizabeth, mother of late Mr. Benjamin B. Lowe, Master of His IVumoiu*. 

Majesty’s ship Malacca,” who lost his life •a* e«» ••• esa 40 0 0 

Loftie, Mr. A. S., late Assistant Elder Tea Warehouse * 75 0 0 

Lloyd, Mrs. Eliza, widow of Company’s Husband, and seven daughters 240 0 0 

Lowrie, Mrs. Ann, widow of A. Lowrie, Sub-Inspector of Military Stores 20 0 0 

Lady Winterton, widow of a late Accountant-General ... 300 0 0 

Leigh, Mrs. Ann, widow of a Commander ••• ... ••• ... 60 0 0 

Lusliington, Captain Thomas, late a Commander 120 0 0 

Leigh, Mr. Henry, Master of a Company’s packet out of employ ... 144 0 0 

Mehoux, Mr. J., late Assistant- Secretary to Board of Control ••• ••• 900 0 0 

Marter, Mr. William, late Baggage Warehouse-keeper ••• ... ^ ... 300 0 0 

Melvill, Mrs., widow of late Captain P. Melvill 25 0 0 

Maitjand, Mrs. M., widow of a Clerk, Secretary’s Office •.• •.• 60 0 0 

Montagu, Mrs., widow of Captain Montague ••• ••• ••• ••• 100 0 0 

Maddocks, Mrs., widow of late Assistant- Secretary ••• ••• ••• 100 0 0 

Maxwell, Mrs., widow of Idcutenant-Colonel Maxwell, His Majesty’s 19th 

Dragoons ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 300 0 0 

Mead, Mrs., widow of a Clerk in the Treasury , ••• ••• 63 0 0 

Marshal, Mrs., mother of Captain Marshal, formerly in the Service 

of Dowlat Row Scindia ••• ••• ••• ••• 40 0 0 

McGregor, Mrs., widow of Captain M'Gregor, Bengal Establishment, for 
her two sons ••• ••• «.• ••• ••• ... ••• 100 0 0 

Martin, Captain J., late Bombay Establishment 100 0 0 

Macure, Miss A., daughter late Surveyor Shipping 25 0 0 

M'Phcrson, Sir J., Bart., late Governor-general, Bengal 1,000 0 0 

Martin, Mrs. E., mother of a late Messenger 30 0 0 

Melville, Right Hon. Viscount, son of the late President of the Board of 

Control ••• ..a aaa aa« aa* aaa ■*. aaa 2,000 0 0 

McIntosh, Sir James, late Recorder of Bombay ... ... ... 1,200 0 0 

Mackeson, Captain, Commander of the ship Christiana ... ... ... 200 0 0 

McCarty, Mr. J., for services in the suppression of illicit trade between 

Bombay and New South Wales 100 0 0 

Moolawy Abdool Ali, widow of Native Assistant at Ekist- India College 25 0 0 

Mitchell, Mr. Robert, late Lieutenant, Bombay Establishment 36 10 0 

Morse, Mrs. M. A., widow of Captain Morse, Bombay Artillery ... ... 20 0 0 

Moore, Mr. G;, late extra Clerk ... 120 0 0 

Marshall, Misses Jane and Lillias, siters of late Captain Marshall ... 40 0 0 

Mordaunt, Mr.W., Elder Coast Warehouse 200 0 0 

Mounier, Mrs., widow of an Elder 40 0 0 

Moore, 



111 . 

OFFICERS^ 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

8cc. 

Pensions, 

1817. 


214 PIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD. REPORT of tu 

Moore, Mrs. Ann, widow of an Assistant Elder 

Morrison, Mr. R. T., Me Elder, Coast and Surat Warehouse 
Mathison, Mrs. L., widow of a Clerk, Secretary's Office, and her four 
children ••• ••• ••• ••• ■■■ ••• ••• 

Mathews, Mrs. Ann, widow of Assistant Elder, Tea Warehouse 

Mitchell, Mrs. Eleanor, widow of a Commander 

Milburn, Susan, widow of a Boatswain, Company’s service 

Neale, Mr. J. M., late Clerk, Secretary's Office 

Nesbitt, Mr.E., Lieutenant Bombay Marine 

Nugent, Mr. E. and wife (or suivivor), daughter of late Chief of the 
Factory at Surat ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Neale, the five Misses, sisters to Lieutenant-colonel George Neale 

Orme, Mrs., widow of Company's Historiographer 

Ogle, Mrs. C., widow of late Surgeon, Depot Isle of Wight 

Owen, Mr. Richard, late Clerk, Secretary’s Office 

Owen, Mrs. Charlotte, widow, late Clerk, Auditor’s Office 

Prole, Mrs. Sarah, widow of a Surveyor of Private Trade 

Pyne, Captain A., in consideration of his sufferings in India 

Peart, Mr. Richard, late Clerk, Secretary’s Office 

Paterson, Miss Elmira, daughter of late Member of Council, Bombay ••• 
Powell, Mrs. E., widow of Captain, Bombay Marine, and her son 

Petrie, Mr. J., late Bengal Establishment 

Perreau, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow late Samuel Perreau, Bencoolen Esta- 
blishment, and her four children ... ... 

Palmer, Mrs., widow of late General Palmer 

Pace, Mrs., widow of 1st Assistant to Master Attendant 

Purefoy, Capt. W. A., late 36th regiment 

Poole, Mrs. Sarah, widow of late Extra Surveyor 

Parry, Mr. George, late Elder 

Prenton, Mrs. Jane, widow of an Assistant Elder 

Pugh, Mrs. Joanna ... ditto 

Pierce, Mrs. Ann M., widow of a Commander 

Rogers, Mr. Richard, late a Surveyor of Private Trade 

Roberts, Mrs. Harriet, widow of a ditto 

Rogers, Mr. William, Inspector of Gun Barrels and Swords 

Raush, Mrs., widow of D. Raush, who was murdered by the Rajah of 



Rankine, Mrs. E, widowof a Clerk, Freight office 

Reniiell, Major J., for services in India 

Rous, Mrs., widow of late Company’s Counsel (during widowhood) 

Ryder, Mrs., widow Paymaster Bengal army 

Roberts, Miss A. D., niece of late Commander of Company’s Recruits at 
the Isle of Wight 


£. 


d. 

20 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

800 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

90 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

Rogers^ 
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Rogers^ Mr. J.^ late one of the Company’s Packers 

... 


aa« 

150 

0 

0 

OFFlC£RS, 

Read, ISfr. W. S., Clerk Tea Warehouse 

... 

... 

• aa 

150 

0 

0 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

Roberts, Mrs., widow of J. Roberts, Esq.| late Supercargo in China 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 

&c. 

Roberts, Miss, sister of ditto 

• •• 

• •a 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 

Pensions, 

Roebuck, Mrs., widow of a Madras Civil Servant 

• •• 

• •• 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 

1817. 

Rockett, Mr. W., late Door-porter 

• •• 


aaa 

16 

0 

0 


Rogers, Mrs. Eliza, widow late Elder East-India Wharf 

• •• 

aaa 

15 

0 

0 


Rees, Mrs. Jane, widow of a Commander 

e.e 

• se 

aaa 

60 

0 

0 


Riches, Captain Matthew, late a Commander 

• •a 


aaa 

120 

0 

0 


Raitt, Captain Charles ... ditto 

• ea 


aaa 

120 

0 

0 


Storey, Mr. J., late Major Madras Establishment ... 

• •• 


aaa 

125 

0 

0 


Scrgrove, Mr, T. C., late Clerk Accountant’s Office 

• •• 


aaa 

80 

0 

0 


Stewart, Mrs. J. M., widow of the Judge Advocate, Bengal 

• • * 

aaa 

100 

0 

0 


Stockdalc, Mrs. C., wife of a Clerk, Secretary’s Office 

• •• 


aaa 

90 

0 

0 


Smith, Lieutenant- Colonel G., for services in India 

• •• 

• •a 

aaa 

365 

0 

0 


Salmpn, Mrs. M., widow. Deputy Governor, Fort Malbro* 

• •• 

aaa 

50 

0 

0 


Stewart, Mrs. C. II., widow of a Purser ... ••• 

a«e 

• ee 

aaa 

25 

0 

0 


Smith, Mrs. E., daughter of late Transfer Accountant 

• •• 

• es 

aaa 

50 

0 

0 


Stevenson, Mrs. (now Francklyn), widow of Colonel Stevenson 

aaa 

120 

0 

0 


Scafe, Mrs. E., widow of Inspector of Private Trade, and her daughte 

r 

50 

0 

0 


Salter, Mrs., widow of Commander, Bombay Marine 

• •• 


aaa 

41 

5 

0 


Shakespeare, Mr. F., late Elder, East-India Wharf 

• •• 

• as 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 


Saunders, Mr. T., Assistant Tea Warehouse-keeper 

• •• 

• •• 

aaa 

1,200 

0 

0 


Stebbins, Mrs., widow late Clerk Accountant’s Office 

• •• 

• •a 

aaa 

30 

0 

0 


Showers, Mrs., mother of Captain Showers, who was killed in action with 





the ilNepaulese ... ••• ••• ••• ... 

••• 

aaa 

... 

70 

0 

0 


Shairpe, Captain N., late Bengal Establishment ••• 


aaa 


100 

0 

•0 


Scarlet, Mr. James, late Extra Clerk ••• ... 


aaa 


150 

0 

0 


Smith, Mr. J., late Clerk, Shipping Office, and children 

• •a 

aaa 

... 

400 

0 

0 


Sugden, Mrs. Sarah, widow of late Clerk Tea Warehouse, and her three 





children •*. ... ... ... ••• ... 

••• 

aaa 

aaa 

190 

0 

0 


Summerfield, Mrs. Eliza, widow of Assistant Elder, Pepper Warehouse 

25 

0 

0 


Stinton, Mrs. P., widow of Assistant Elder ... 

••• 

• a. 

••• 

25 

0 

0 


Simpson, Mrs., widow of a Clerk, Buying Office, and two daughters 


80 

0 

0 


Sansom, Mrs., widow Assistant Elder, Private Trade Warehouse 


25 

0 

0 


Stewart, Mrs. B., widow late Clerk, Pay Office ••• 

... 

aaa 

... 

30 

0 

0 


Sutton, Mrs., widow of a late Cloth-drawer ••• 


aaa 


70 

0 

0 


Sharp, Mrs. Sarah, widow of a Commander ... 


aaa 

••• 

60 

0 

0 


Skottowe, Mrs. Ann ... ditto 


aaa 


60 

0 

0 


Samson, Captain John B., late Commander ••• 


aaa 


120 

0 

0 


Sherwood, T., late a Surveyor of Private Trade ••• 

••• 

aaa 

••• 

50 

0 

0 



Taylofj 
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w. 

oKiTCioKs^ Taylor, Mrs. E., daughter late Clerk, Auditor’s Office ••• ••• 15 0 0 

KSTAHL^UMKNTs, Thomkins, Mr. W., late Deputy Master Attendant, Calcutta 450 0 0 

Thompson, Mrs. R., widow Clerk, Accountant’s Office 80 0 0 

Pensions, Thorne, Mr. J. S., late Clerk, Freight Office 150 0 0 

1817. Thomas, Mrs. E. A., widow Assistant Suigeon, Bombay Establishment 50 0 0 

Torriano, Captain, (four children of the late Captain Torriano) 100 0 0 

Taylor, Mr. James, late Assistant Elder, Private Trade Warehouse 40 0 0 

Vaughan, Mr. B , late Elder Tea Warehouse ••• 200 0 0 

Viel, Mr. J. B., late Clerk, Buying Office 54 12 0 

Wilks, Mrs. J., widow Registrar Indian Records 60 Oq 

Wilks, Mrs. M., widow Registrar Indian Books ... 60 0 0 

Winbolt, Mr. W., late Clerk, Transfer Office 50 0 0 

Wellesley, the Most Noble the Marquis of, late Governor-General ... 5,000 0 0 

Warden, Mrs. E. R., widow' Senior Merchant Bombay 100 0 0 

Williams, Mrs., widow Clerk, Secretary’s Office 30 0 0 

Winter, Mr. G., late Pilot, Bengal 100 0 0 

Williams, Mrs. S., widow of a late Director 200 ’ 0 0 

Woodmeston, Mr., late Company’s Packer 150 0 0 

Walter, Mrs. A., widow of a Bengal Civil Servant 60 0 0 

Webber, Mr. W., late Senior Merchant, Bengal 200 0 0 

Wilkinson, Rev. J. J., .latc Chaplain, St. Helena 105 0 0 

Wyatt, Mrs. Mary, daughter late Governor, Fort Marlbro’ 50 0 0 

W'ales, Mrs., widow of late Captain Bombay Marine, and her five children 160 0 0 

Wright, Mr. George, late Extra Clerk, Military Secretary’s Office ... 50 0 0 

Wilson, Mrs. Abigail, widow of a Lieutenant St. Helena Artillery, and 

her three children ... ... ... 83 0 0 

tViss, Mrs. M. A., widow of an Inspector of Silk 100 0 0 

Webb, Mrs., widow of Lieutenant-Colonel Webb, and five children ... 150 0 0 

West, Mr. W., late Commodore of the Watchmen 40 0 0 

Watkins, Mr. T., late Elder Assistant Private Trade Warehouse ... 35 0 0 

Webber, Mr., late Ofiicer Company’s ship Discovery” 50 0 0 

Wissett, Mr. R., late Clerk, Committee of Warehouses 1,020 0 0 

Wright, Mr. Basil, late Elder,. Tea Warehouse 200 0 0 

Wissett, Mrs. Catherine, widow of an Assistant Elder 40 0 0 

Williams, Mrs. Letitia, ... ditto 40 0 0 

Wheeler, Mrs. P., ditto 25 0 0 

Workman, Mrs.' Sarah, widow of late Cloth-drawer 70 0 0 

Wall, Mrs. Ann, widow of a Commander 120 0 0 

Wildman, Mr. J. R.,.late a Surveyor of Private Trade 30 Q 0 

Whittington, Mr. J., late a Waterman 35 0 0 

Woodfield, Mrs. Mary, widow of a Surveyor of Private Trade 25 0 0 

Wood, 
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Wo6cl, Mrs. EUijsabeth, widow of Surveyor of Private Trade ... ... 20 

Young, Mr. Joseph, late a Waterman ... ... ... ... 20 

Young, Mrs. Mary, widow of a late Elder ... ... ... ... 15 

Sundry Pensions from the Company’s cash to Soldiers and others, paid in 

the department of the Military Fund Paymaster ... ... ... 442 5 10 


0 

0 


Appendix, No. 35. — (conthiued.') 

PENSIONS, Ibt May 1827. 

Agnew, Major-general, the daughter of 

Adams, Mrs. F., widow of a Clerk Examiner’s OfMce, and her two 
daughters ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Annid, Mrs. S., widow of an Extra Clerk ... ... ... ... ... 

A.dney , JMrs, C. ... ditto ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Atkinson, Mr. John, late Clerk in the Treasury 
Aldridge, Mr. Thomas, late CUerk Accountant’s Office ... ... 

Andrews, Mrs. Jane, widow of a Porter ... ... ••• ... ... 

Addison, Misses, the two sisters of late Major, Madras Establishment ... 
Andrew, Dr. James, late Head Master Military Seminary 
Adkins, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of Captain Adkins ... ... ... 

Armstrong, Misses, the two daughters of late Captain Armstrong, Bombay 
Establishment 

Arrow, the two children of late Captain Arrow 

Alcock, Lieut. -Col. C. R., Madras Establishment ... ... 

Albert, Lieut. H., late ... ditto 

Agar, Mr. M. late an Elder ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Baker, T. E., late Assistant Auditor, the daughter of 
Barclay, Mrs. A., widow of late Member of Council, Madras 
Byron, Captain, the two children of, for life, for his services in India 
Bell, Dr. A., late Chaplain Madras Establishment 

Bird, Mrs. Ann Elizabeth, widow of a Senior Merchant Bengal Establish- 
ment ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Beatson, Major General A., for services in India ... 

Billamore, Mrs. Catherine, widow of an Officer Bombay Marine 
Blows, Miss S., niece late Commander Recruits, Isle of Wight ... 
Bellasis, Mrs. Mary, widow of a Clerk Examiner’s Office 
Bell, Mr. William, late Clerk Auditor’s Office, the daughter of ... 
Baildon, Mrs. Isabella, widow of a Surgeon St. Helena Establishment, and 
her three children 

2 F 


£. j. d. 

20 0 0 


120 0 
25 0 
30 0 
500 0 
600 0 
20 0 
50 0 
200 0 


60 0 0 


60 0 
50 0 

50 0 
100 0 
100 0 
40 0 0 
60 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 


100 0 
400 0 

68 8 9 
20 0 0 
50 0 
10 0 


0 

0 


0 

0 


143 8 9 
Baillie, 


111 . 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Pensions, 

1817. 


Pensions, 

1827. 
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OFFICERS, 

'ABL1SUMEN1 

&C. 

Pensions, 

18*27. 





£. 

St rf. 

Baillicj Mr. William, late Writer Bombay Establishment 

• •• 

• •• 

120 

0 0 

* Borthwick, Mrs. L., widow of a Lieutenant ... 

• •• 


100 

0 0 

Bridge, Rev. B., late Professor East-lndia College 



200 

0 0 

Bay Icy, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of a Porter ... 


• •• 

10 

0 0 

Burt, Mr. Robert, late Extra Clerk 

• •• 


50 

0 0 

Browne, Mr. Bartholomew, late Chief Buying Office 



800 

0 0 

Banies, Mr. William, late Extra Clerk 

• •• 


63 

0 0 

Burford, Miss, daughter of late Clerk Pay Office ••• 

• •• 

• •• 

30 

0 0 

Blair, Mr. George, late Elder ••• 

• •• 

• 99 

200 

0 0 

Bonn, Mr. William, ditto Tea Warehouses 

• •• 

• •• 

200 

0 0 

Bye, Mr. Thomas, late Clerk Accountant's Office, and his wife 



300 

0 0 

Busby, Mr. Henry, late Extra Clerk, Treasury ... ... 


• 99 

140 

0 0 

Bryant, Mrs. Mary, widow Surveyor Private Trade 

• •• 


30 

0 0 

Banncrman, Mrs. Anne, widow Governor P. W. Island 

• •• 

999 

200 

0 0 

Bannerman, Miss Auguste, daughter of ditto 

• •• 


100 

0 0 

Browne, Mr. Thomas, late Surveyor of Private Trade 

• 9m 

• 99 

75 

.0 0 

Barlow, Sir Geoige H. Bart., Governor- General Bengal, and other important 



stations ... ... ... ... ... ... 

• 99 

999 

1,500 

0 0 

Baniard,‘Mr. R. M., Assistant Coast Warehouse-keeper ... 

• 99 

• 99 

1,000 

0 0 

Bosanquet, Mr. A. Henry, late Civil Service, Bengal 

999 

• 99 

200 

0 0 

Burroughs, Sir William, late Judge at Bengal 

^99 

• •• 

1,500 

0 0 

Brcame, Mr. T. R., junior, late Assistant to Company's Farmer at 

St. 



Helena ... ... ... ... ... ... ,,, 

999 

• •• 

60 

0 0 

Bone, Mr. James, late Clerk, Treasury 

999 

• 99 

400 

0 0 

Burton, Mr, Joshua, late Surveyor Private Trade 

999 

999 

75 

0 0 

Baynes, Mrs. Johanna, widow of a Chaplain Bombay Establishment 

9 99 

15 

0 0 

Breame, Mr. T. R., senior, late Company's Farmer at St. Helena 

999 

150 

0 0 

Beattie, Mr. David, late Assistant-surgeon Bengal Establishment 

999 

100 

0 0 

Basden, Mrs. F., widow of the late Captain Gorman 

• 99 

999 

45 

0 0 

Buttivant, Mrs, Ann, widow of an Overlooker of cloth 

• 99 

999 

100 

0 0 

Bartholomew, Mr. Peter, late Deputy-assistant Elder 

999 

• 99 

70 

0 0 

Bishop, Mrs., widow of late Clerk in Tea Warehouse, and children 

999 

110 

0 0 

Braham, Mrs., widow of late Acting-governor, Beiicoolen 

• •• 

• 99 

100 

0 0 

Bosley, Mr. John, late Lieutenant Madras Establishment 


999 

45 

0 0 

Bayley, Captain John, late Bombay Establishment 


• •9 

100 

0 0 

Ball, Mr. James IL, late Clerk Freight Office 

a*. 

• 99 

450 

0 0 

Barrett, Mr. Matthew, late Hoymasier ... 

ea. 

999 

100 

0 0 

Baldwin, Mrs., widow of Consul-general in E^pt ... 


• 99 

50 

0 0 

Barnes, Rev. George, late Archdeacon, Bombay 


9 99 

800 

0 0 

Brown, Mrs. Janet, mother of late Captain Brown 


999 

30 

0 0 

Burney, Lieutenant James C., late Bengal Establishment 

• #e 

• 99 

100 

0 0 

Brewer, Mrs., daughter of late Superintendent of St. Helena Correa- 



pondonce ... ••• ... ... 


999 

40 

0 0 




Brooke« 
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Brooke^ Mr. John^ late Deputy- assistant Elder 


aaa 

70 

0 

0 

OFFICERS, 

Briscoe, Mr. William, late Inspector of Private Trade 


aaa 

150 

0 

0 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Brindle, Mrs. A., (and child), widow of an Assistant Elder 

• as 

aaa 

18 

0 

0 

Burford, Mrs. L., widow of a late Clerk Committee of Buying 

• •• 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 

Pensions, 

Burford, Mrs. Hannah, widow Clerk Pay Office 

• •• 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 

1827. 

Bate, Mr. R., late Deputy-assistant Elder Private Trade Warehouse 


35 

0 

0 


Basnet, Mr. E., son of a late private Trade Warehouse-keeper 

• a. 


54 

12 

0 


Black, Mrs. E., widow of a Cloth-drawer 

• •• 


20 

0 

0 


Burges, Mrs. Mary, widow of a Commander 



98 

0 

0 


Blachford, Mrs. Ann ditto 

• •• 


150 

0 

0 


Burt, Mrs. Jane ditto 

• •• 


150 

0 

0 


Burgess, Captain William, late a Commander 

• •• 

aaa 

200 

0 

0 


Baynes, Captain William, ... ditto 


aaa 

200 

0 

0 


Bignold, John, late Bombay Marine 


aaa 

4 

16 

0 


Bailey, John, late " Dispatch” cutter ««• 

• •• 

aaa 

40 

0 

0 


Bently, J., late Seaman Bombay Marine ... 

• •a 

aaa 

13 13 

9 


Collin, Mrs. Sophia, widow of an Extra Clerk ... 


aaa 

2.5 

0 

0 


Cruickshank, Mrs. Eliza, widow of a Surgeon St. Helena Establishment, 





and her son ... ... ... ... ... 

e se 

... 

70 

12 

4 


Cockburn, Mrs. E. (late Davies) widow of a late Serjeant- major, Madras 

80 

0 

0 


Charters, Mrs. K., widow of a Civil Servant Bengal 

... 

aaa 

100 

0 

0 


Casement, Mrs., widow of a Surgeon Bengal Establishment 

... 

aaa 

.50 

0 

0 


Corscllis, Mrs. H., widow of a Civil Servant Bencoolen 

... 

aaa 

50 

0 

0 


Cuninghamo, Sir James M., Bart, late Inspector Military Stores 


aaa 

750 

0 

0 


Craggs, Mr. James, Assistant Groom Company's Stud, Padnalls 

aaa 

13 

0 

0 


Cawood, Mr. Joseph, late Clerk Secretary's Office 

• •• 


130 

0 

0 


Cranford, Mrs. E., daughter of a late Clerk Accountant’s Office 



20 

0 

0 


Collingwood, Mr. C., late Clerk Freight Office 


aaa 

425 

0 

0 


Compton, Mr. T., late ... ditto ... ditto 


aaa 

100 

0 

0 


Coggan, Captain J., late Master Attendant 


aaa 

400 

0 

0 


Clarke, Mr. Richard, late Clerk Coast Warehouse 

• • • 


370 

0 

0 


Chappell, Mr. Roger, late Assistant Private Trade Warehouse 

• •• 


65 

0 

0 


Crout, Mrs., widow late Head-surgeon St. Helena 



30 

0 

0 


Cobb, Mr. J, B. B., Chief of the Bullion Office 



560 

0 

0 


Cookesley, Miss, daughter of Lieutenant Cookesley 

• •a 

aaa 

25 

0 

0 


Cook, Mr. Josh, late Surveyor of Private Trade 


aaa 

75 

0 

0 


Cuzons, Mrs. Sarah, widow of late, ditto 

aaa 

aaa 

25 

0 

0 


Chaillie, Misses Lydia and Susan, daughters of a late Book-keeper at the 





East^India ^IVharf ... ... ... ... ... ... 

aaa 

aaa 

65 

0 

0 


Crowther, Mr. Robert, late Lieutenant and Brevet Captain 

aaa 

aaa 

45 

0 

0 


Christie, Capt. C., late Commander in the Company’s Service 

i, and his 





three children ... ... ... ... ... ... 

aaa 

aaa 

110 

0 

0 


2F2 



Cumming, 




III. 

OFFICBKS^ 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Pensions, 

1827. 
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Cumming, Mr. James, late Senior Clerk, India Board 866 0 0 

Cutcliffe, Lieutenant, late Madras Establishment •t« •«« 100 0 0 

Churehill, Mr. Charles W., late Clerk Pay Office 420 0 0 

Clark, Mrs. Catherine, late Assistant Housekeeper 45 0 0 

Cook, Mr. John, late Messenger ••• ••• ••• ^ 60 0 0 

Charlton, Lieutenant Henry, late Bengal Establialiment ••• ••• 50 0 0 

Collycr, Mr. N., late St Helena Establishment 30 0 0 

Colson, Mrs. Ann, widow of late Deputy Paymaster of Seamen's Wages 80 0 0 

Cattlin, Mr. W., late one of the Company's Packers ... ... 50 0 0 

Cameron, Mrs. JosephaE., widow of a (commander ••• ••• ••• 150 0 0 

Carnithers, Captain Walter, late a Commander ••• ••• ••• 200 0 0 

Cumberlege, Mrs. Ann, wife of a Commander, and four children ••• 180 0 0 

Crowdice, Christopher, Carpenter of a Ship in Company's service „• 9 12 0 

Dinning, Mrs. Eliia, widow of Civil Servant Bencoolen .50 0 0 

Davison, Mrs. widow Clerk Examiner s Office 75 0 0 

Dalmeida, Mr. William, late Clerk Secretary's Office 600 0 0 

Denton, Mrs. Mary, widow of a late Commander 20 0 0 

Druce, Mr. R. A., late Clerk Freight Office 600 0 0 

Dominicus, Mr, George, late Company’s Husband ... ... 650 0 0 

Dunn, Mr. John H., late Writer St. Helena Establishment 50 0 0 

Dumas, Mr. Henry, late Lieutenant Madras Establishment 91 5 0 

Durand, Mr. Charles, late Clerk Coast Warehouse 393 6 8 

Dance, Sir N., for his gallant defence of the China fleet against Linois' 
squadron ••• ... ... 500 0 0 

Donaldson, Miss Margaret, daughter of late Assistant Elder 40 0 0 

Davis, Mrs. Catherine, widow of a late Siirgeon • •• ••• 25 0 0 

Dow, Lieutenant Archibald, late Bengal Establishment 45 0 0 

Dubois, the Abbe, late Missionary in India 100 0 0 

Dixon, Mr. John, late Inspector of Private Trade 150 0 0 

Dodge, Mr. Peter, late Hospital Steward, Bombay 22 16 0 

Downes, Mr. William, late Deputy Assistant Elder 50 0 0 

Dickinson, Mr. Henry, late Bengal Warehouse-keeper 1,400 0 0 

Dodwell, Mr. Henry, late Clerk Accountant's Office 500 0 0 

Davis, P., late Doorkeeper ••• ••• ••• •*» 48 IS 0 

Downing, Mre. • a. ••• ••• ... ••• 4 16 0 

Eley, Mr. C. F., late Master of the Band of R, B. L Volunteers ... 26 0 0 

Ely, Mr. George, late Extra Clerk Secretary’s Office 75 0 0 

Emblen, Mr. William, late Conductor of Ordnance, Bengal Establislunent 18 5 0 

Elkin, Mr. E., late Lieutenant, Bengal Establishment 45 0 ' 0 

East, Sir Edward Hyde, late Judge Supreme Court, Bengal 1,300 0 0 

Earle, Mrs. widow late Paymaster Company's Dep6t «». .«• 100 0 0 

EsUll, 
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Estall^ Mr. Thpinas, late a Waterman 



35 

0 

0 

offickrs, 

Everett^ JVfr. John^ late Deputy Assistant Elder ... 

f •• 

• •• 

45 

0 

0 

aSTABLlSHMCNTS, 

&e. 

Edwards^ Mrs. A., widow Examiner of Military Stores 

••t 

• •• 

20 

0 

0 


Eckfordj Mrs. Robina^ widow of a Commander 

••t 

• •f 

71 

11 

8 

Pensions, 

Ellis, W., late Seaman, Bombay Marine 


• •t 

14 

3 

6 

IN‘27. 

Exall, Mrs. A,, wife of an Extra Clerk ... 


■ • • 

25 

0 

0 


Fraser, Mr. J., late Civil Servant Bengal 

••• 


10.5 

0 

0 


Fraser, Mrs., widow late Major-general Fraser 

•f • 

*»• 

200 

0 

*0 


Fancoiirt, Mrs,, widow of late Col. Fancourt, H.M.’s 34th reg. 

, and her 





daughter ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

• •• 

• •• 

150 

0 

0 


Fitzroy, Honourable F., late Madras Establishment 


000 

200 

0 

0 


Fullerton, Mrs., widow late Colonel Fullerton ••• ••• 

• •• 

000 

200 

0 

0 


Fletcher, Mr. Charles, late Ensign, on account of mental derangement 

• 00 

70 

0 

0 


Flinley, Mrs. S., widow late Porter 

• •• ^ 

000 

40 

0 

0 


Ford, Mrs. S., widow late Extra Clerk 

• •• 


25 

0 

0 


Foligny, Monsieur de, late French Master East-lndia College 

• •• 

000 

120 

0 

0 


Frost, Mr. P., late Pepper Warehouse-keeper ••• ••• 

• •• 

000 

600 

0 

0 


Ferguson, Misses, three daughters of late Surveyor of Shipping 

• 00 

000 

150 

0 

0 


Forssteen, Mr. William, late Military Fund Paymaster 

000 

000 

576 

13 

4 


Fleming, Mrs., widow late Colonel, Bengal Establisliment 

000 


100 

0 

0 


Fagan, Mrs., widow late Colonel Fagan, and her six children 

00 0 

000 

280 

0 

0 


Furze, Mrs., widow late Clerk Secretary’s Office 

000 


30 

0 

0 


Foley, Mrs. E., widow late Licntenant Bombay Marine 

000 


41 

5 

0 


Farrer, Lieutenant L„ late Bengal Establishment 

000 

000 

100 

0 

0 


Forbes, Mr. Gonloii, late Civil Servant Bengal ••• ••• 

000 

000 

200 

0 

0 


Francklyn, Mrs., widow late Lieut. -general Stevenson, Madras Establish- 





ment ••• ••• ,,, ,,, 


0 00 

300 

0 

0 


Fell, Mrs. S., mother of the late Captain E. Pell, Bengal 

• •• 


50 

0 

0 


Ford. Mrs. E. M., widow late Lieut.>colonel. Bengal Establishment 

000 

200 

0 

0 


Fetherstonohaugh. Mr. C. S., late Private Trade Warehouse-keeper 

000 

200 

0 

0 


Foreman, Mr. Ricliard, late Clothdrawer 



50 

0 

0 


Griffiths, Mr. J., late Senior Merchant Bencoolon Establishment 



260 

0 

0 


Gourlay, Major, late Madras Establishment 

• •• 

000 

136 17 

4 


Gahagan, Mrs. L«, widow late Surgeon, Madras Establishment 



100 

0 

0 


Gilchrist, Dr. J. B., late Professor, Bengal 



302 10 

0 


Gow'die, Mrs., widow of late General Gowdie 

• •• 

000 

200 

0 

0 


Gowan, Mrs. M., widow of late Lieut., Bombay Establishment, and her 





two children 



51 

5 

0 


Grant, Mrs. M. H., for her son’s services in India 

• •• 

... 

20 

0 

0 


Owillim, Sir Henry, late a Judge at Madras ••• 

• •• 

• •• 

1,000 

0 

0 


Gradt, Misses, the iSve sisters of Lieutenant and Adjutant Grant 


• a. 

50 

0 

0 






Guy, 
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OFFICERS, Guy, Mr. John^ late Doorkeeper ••• ••• ••• 225 0 0 

RSTABL»HMENTs, widow of an Assistant Surveyor of Shipping 100 0 0 

Gardner, Mr. S., late one of the Company's Packers 150 0 0 

Pensions, Green, Mr. Edward, late Clerk Freight Office 130 0 0 

1827. Gibson, Mr. B. G., late Auctioneer, his four children 80 0 0 

Godfrey, Misses, two daughters of Major-general Godfrey 20 0 0 

Gel], Lieutenant, Bombay Establishment, his daughter 10 0 0 

Gowan, Mrs. Mary, widow of late Lieutenant and Paymaster at Depdt 100 0 0 

Gear, Mr. R., late Company's Husband ••• ••• ••• ••• 800 0 0 

Gillespie, Lieut.-Colonel, late Commander at the Depot, Chatham ••• < 440 0 0 

Gibson, Mr. R. B., late Senior Clerk Board of Control 650 0 0 

Goddard, Mrs. Catherine, widow of Captain Goddard, Bombay ••• 15 0 0 

Gibson, Mr. Edward, late Extra Clerk ••• ••• ••• ••• 80 0 0 

Gore, Mr. Henry, late Clerk Committee of House 550 0 0 

Gough, Mrs. Ann, widow of Surveyor of Private Trade, and five children 45 0 0 

Gosley, Mrs. L. D., widow of Lieutenant, Bombay Marine 41 *5 0 

Gribble, Mr. Robert, late Sealer of Stores 100 0 0 

Greenwollers, Mr. C., late Extra Clerk 100 0 0 

Gabb, Mrs. Mary, widow of Captain, Bengal Establishment 100 0 0 

Godin, Mr. B., late Deputy Assistant Elder 50 0 0 

Gadderer, Mr. H., late Assistant Elder, Tea Warehouse 40 0 0 

Greenly, Mr. E., ••• ditto Private Trade ditto 40 0 0 

Gray, Mrs. Mary Ann, widow of a Commander, and two children ••• 190 0 0 

Hughes, Mrs. M., for services rendered by her husband ... 109 4 0 

Harris, Mr. S., late Madras Civil Establishment 200 0 0 

Hamilton, Mrs. widow of Colonel Black, Bengal Establishment ... 100 0 0 

Hampton, Mrs. S., widow of a Porter ... 20 0 0 

Hudson, Mrs. Ann, widow of late Assistant Examiner, and her two daughters 300 0 0 

Harvey, Mrs., widow of a Lieutenant Bombay Marine 41 5 0 

Hay, Mr. Edward S., late Bombay Marine 30 0 0 

Hardy, Mrs. B., widow of late Major-general, Bengal Establishment ... 100 0 0 

Hollis, Mr. S. P., late Writer, St. Helena Establishment 100 0 0 

Hooken, Mrs., daughter of Captain Wilson, Commander of the Antelope 50 0 0 

Holmes, Sir George, the three daughters of 75 0 o 

Home, Mr. W., late of the Company's Stud 50 0 0 

Howarth, Captain, late Bengal Establishment, three children of ... 75 0 0 

Hardy, Mr. James, late Messenger at Board of Contr 133 6 g 

Homer, Mr. R., late Clerk Accountant's Office ' 200 0 0 

Hurlock, Mr. P., late Clerk Accountant's Office 80 0 0 

Hedges, Mr. Henry ... ditto 740 0 0 

Hay, Captain Robert, late Commander of the Astell" severely wounded 400 *0 0 

Hardie, Mr. D., late Elder Bengal Warehouse 200 0 0 

Hudson, 
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Hudson, Mr. Henry, late Clerk Examiner's Office, and his wife ... 200 0 0 

Harrop,^Mr. James, late Elxtra Clerk ••• ... ••• ••• 192 0 0 

Halhed, Mr. N., late Assistant Secretary Examiner's Office 500 0 0 

Head, Miss Frances, daughter of an Extra Clerk — 15 0 0 

Howley, Mrs. R., widow of a Lieut.-Colonel, Madras ... ••• ... 70 0 0 

Hodson, Mrs. A., widow of Captain Hodson, St. Helena Establishment, 

and two children ... ... ... ... ••• — ••• ••• 120 0 0 

Hamilton, Mr. William, late Sub-inspector MUitary Stores ... ... 60 0 0 

Hounsome, Mrs., widow of Inspector of Private Trade ••• ... ... 25 0 0 

Hall, Miss A. M., daughter of a late Commander ••• ... ..• 50 0 0 

Hay, Captain James, late Commander of the ** Astell" ... ... ... 120 0 0 

Hockley, Mr. William, Overlooker of Cloth 40 0 0 

Huish, Mrs. C., wife and motlier of Extra Clerks ... ... ... 20 0 0 

Heaford, Mr. Thomas, late Surveyor of Private Trade ... ' ... 30 0 0 

Hayton, Mr. George, late Clerk Private Trade Warehouse ... ... 180 0 0 

Hill, Mr. Samuel, late Sealer of Stores ... ••• ... ... ... 100 0 

Himing, the two Misses, daughters of a late Major, Madras Establishment 40 0 0 

Holmes, Mr. John, late Messenger Board of Control ... ... ... • 100 0 0 

Hockley, Mr. William B., late Bombay Civil Service ... 150 0 0 

Hailes, Mrs. R., widow of an Inspector of Private Trade ... ... 30 0 0 

Hyde, Mr. James C., late Clerk Accountant's Office ... ... ••• 900 0 0 

Hope, David, late Company’s Waterman ... ... ... 30 0 0 

Hagartye, Mrs. J., widow of a Surgeon, St. Helena Establishment ... 30 0 0 

Herman, Mrs. S., late Mistress Orphan School, Calcutta ... ... 50 0 0 

Huggins, Mrs. A., widow of an Assistant Elder ... ... ... ... 20 0 0 

Hudden, Mrs., widow of a late Clothdrawer ... ... ... ... 4.5 0 0 

Hardyman, Captain William A., late a Commander, and one child ... 220 0 0 

Hay, Captain Robert, ... ... ditto for his three children GO 0 0 

Hardy, Thomas, late Bombay Marine ... ... ... ... ... 12 0 0 

Hatten, John, late Master of a Pilot Sloop ... ... ... ... 120 0 0 

Jones, Mr. Edward, formerly Accountant at Fort St. George ... ... 200 0 0 

Jackson, Mr. William, late Registrar of Records ... ... ... 333 0 0 

Jones, Mr. John, late Assistant Bengal Warehouse-keeper ... ... 630 0 0 

Jennings, Mr. James, late Company's Gardener, St. Helena ... ... 50 0 0 

Jackson, Mr. William, late Madras Civil Servant ... ... ... 200 0 0 

Jennings, Mrs. B., widow of late Surveyor Private Trade ... ... 25 0 0 

Jarman, Mr. William, late Company's Waterman ... ... ... 35 0 0 

Jellicoe, Mr. Adam, late Lieutenant Bombay Elstablishment ... ... 30 0 0 

Jones, Mr. J. V., late Extra Clerk ... ... ... ... ... 130 0 0 

Jardine, Mr. Edward, late Lieutenant Madras Establishment ... ... 45 0 0 

Jones, Mr. B, H., late Clerk Board of Control • •• 366 0 0 

Jones, Mr. Charles, late Ebctra Clerk •«. ... 70 0 0 

James, 
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James, Mr. T., late Bagn^e Warehouse-keeper 100 0 0 

Jenkins, Captain Thomas, late a Commander, and four children «.• 280 0 0 

Kennaway, Sir John, Madras Establishment, for services in India ... 500 0 0 

Kincaid, Mrs. Ann, widow of a Surgeon, Madras Establishment ... 40 0 0 

Kirkham, Mr. William, late Elder East^India Wharf 175 0 0 

Kingsla}^ Mr. Thomas, late Clerk ditto 150 0 0 

Kershaw, Misses, two daughters of late Clerk, Treasury GO 0 0 

Kingston, Mr. James S., late Clerk Secretary’s Office 120 0 0 

Kay, Mr. John, late St. Helena Establishment ... 150 0 0 

Kelly, Mrs. Ann, widow of a Major ditto ... 32 0 0 

Kyaii, Captain J, H., late Bengal Cavalry Establishment 150 0 0 

Kerr. Mrs., widowx>f a Lieutenant-General Bombay Establishment ... 150 0 0 

Lodge. Mr. Henry, late Civil Servant Bengal Establishment 150 0 0 

Lang, Mrs. A., widow of General Lang 100 0 0 

Lloyd, Mr. T., Civil Service, Bengal 105 0 0 

Lawrence, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander, His Majesty’s Regiment serving 
111 India ... ... ... ... ... ,,, ,,, 130 0 0 

Lacani, Mrs.,, widow late Projector of Docks, Bengal 600 0 0 

Lane, Mr. Robert, late Clerk Board of Control 250 0 0 

Lloyd, Mr. John, late Clerk Secretary’s Office 600 0 0 

Lalande, Mr. A., late Clerk Transfer Office ... 200 0 0 

Lea, Mr. Gcoigo, late Surveyor Private Trade 75 0 0 

Lawson, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of a Factory Steward at Canton ... 20 0 0 

Le Gros, Mr. Richard, late Assistant Clerk Committee of Shipping ... 600 0 0 

Lee, Mr. Samuel James, late Purser Company'^s Service, and three Children 60 0 0 

Lynn, Mr. Thomas, late Master of the Ship Barkworth” ... ... 200 0 0 

Lamb, Mr. C harlcs, late Clerk Accountant’s Office 450 0 0 

Locke. Mr. Henry S., late Civil Servant, Bencoolen 105 0 0 

Law, Mr. Jos., late Assistant Surgeon, Madras Establishment 100 0 0 

Lumsden, Dr. M., late Professor, Bengal 200 0 0 

Lee, Mrs., wife late Clerk Freight Office, and C'hildren 350 0 0 

Lloyd, Mrs. JO., widow of Company’s Husband, and seven Daughters ... 290 0 0 

Lourie, Mrs. A., widow of an Examiner of Military Stores 20 0 0 

Lady Wiiitertoii, widow of a late Accountant-General 300 0 0 

Leigh, Mrs. Ann, Avidow of a Commander 120 0 0 

Leigh, Mr. Henry, Master of a Company’s Packet out of employ ... 144 0 0 

Montague, Mrs., wife of Captain Montague 100 0 0 

MaxAvcll, Mrs., widow of Lieutenant- Colonel Maxwell 300 0 0 

Meheux, Mr. J., late Assistant Secretary to Board of Control 900 0 0 

Melvill, Mrs., widow of Mr. P. Melvill, late a retired Captain of Invalids 25 0 0 

Martin, Captain J. late Bombay Establishment 100 0 0 

Mackintosh, Sir James, late Recorder, Bombay 1,200 0 0 


Mackintosh, 
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MadLintosh, Sir James, East-lndia College, late Professor ••• ••• :>00 0 0 

McCarthy, Mr. J., for Services in the suppression of illicit trade between Bom- 
bay and New South Wales 100 0 0 

Mitchell, Mr. Robert, late Lieutenant- Colonel, BonAay Establishment 36 10 0 

Marshall, Misses, two Sisters of late Captain Marshall •k* 40 O 0 

Morse, Mrs M. A,, widow of Captain, Bombay Artillery ... ••• 20 0 0 

Mackenzie, Rev. John (father of Captain M.), and wife, killed at Mallia 50 0 0 

Marter, Mr. William, late Baggage Warehouse-keeper ss* see 300 0 0 

Maitland, Mrs. M., widow of Clerk Secretary's Office 60 0 0 

Mead, Mrs. E. ••• ditto ••• Treasury ... ... ... G3 0 0 

Moolawy Abdool Ali, widow of a Native Assistant at the Ektst-liidia College 25 0 0 

Medley, John W., late Clerk Accountant's Office ... ... .., 65 0 0 

Mackeson, Captain, late Commander of the ship ** Christiana’* ... 200 0 0 

Manesty, Mr. Jos., sou of late Madras Civil Servant ... ... " ... 100 0 0 

Munbee, Mr. Valentine, late Captain, Bombay Establishment ... ... 70 0 0 

M'Gregor, Mrs. C. W., widow of Captain M'Gregor, Bengal ... 200 0 0 

Moore, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of an Extra Clerk ••• ... ... ... 50 0 0 

M'l«eod, Misses, two sisters of the late Captain M'Leod ... ... 40 0 0 

Mordaunt, Mr. George, sen., late Coast Warehouse-keeper ... ... 1,000 0 0 

Medland, Mr. Henry, late Cadet, Bengal Elstablishment ... ... ... 30 0 0 

Montgomery, Mr. J. A., late Lieutenant, Bombay ... ... ... 45 0 0 

Mordaunt, Mr. George, jun., late clerk. Coast Warehouse ... ... 500 0 0 

Mallory, Mr. Daniel, jun., late Assistant EJder, Bengal Establishment ... 70 0 0 

Malbon, Mr. William, late Clerk Secretary’s Office ... ... ... . 0 0 

M'Manus, Mr. John, late Serjeant in His Majesty’s Service ... ... 25 0 0 

Mack, Mrs. Catherine, widow of Captain, Bombay Marine 41 5 0 

Mignan, Mrs. Margaret, daughter of a Lieutenant- Colonel, Bombay 

Establishment ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 90 0 0 
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M'Gregor, Mr. R. S., late Lieutenant, Bengal Ekitablishment ... ••• 30 0 0 

M^Murdo, Mrs. Ann, mother of a Captain, Bombay Establishment ... 70 0 0 

Middleton, Mrs. E., widow of late Bishop of Calcutta ••• ... ... 200 0 0 

Minns, Martin, late Porter Accountant’s Office ... ... ... ... 73 0 0 

Malcolm, Sir John, late Major-General, Madras Establishment 1,000 0 0 

Medley, Mr. Geoige, late Clerk Accountant’s Office ... ... ... 650 0 0 

Masterman, Mr. William, late Company’s Waterman ... ... ... 35 0 0 

M'Ritchie, Mr. T., late of St. Helena ••• ••• ... ... ... 36 10 0 

M'Pherson, Mrs. M. C., daughter of a civil servant, Bengal Establishment 100 0 0 

Morgan, Mr. P. P., late Captain, Bengal Establishment 90 0 0 

Macnaghten, Sir T. W., late Judge, Bengal ••• ••• 1,500 0 0 

Mayo, Lieutenant T. C., late Madras Establishment ••• ... ... 100 0 0 

Mounter, Mrs., widow of an Elder ••• ••• ••• ... 40 0 0 
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20 

250 

15 

190 

12 


Mooire, Mrs.A.vwidowofaDAMiBtaatEldw ... .m 

MathUoa, Mrs. L., widow Clerk Seeretury** Office, and her two diildren 
Matthews, Mrs. A., widow of an Assistant Elder Tea Warehouse 
Mitchell, Mrs. Eleanor, widow of ^ Commander and two children ... 

Milburn, Susan, widow of Boatswain in Company’s service •aa aae 

Nugent, Mr. B. (and his wife) son-in-law of late Chief of the Fac- 
tory at Surat • ea ae« ae* wee eee aea ee* 100 

Nugent, Mr. late Captain, Bombay Establisfament •ea •#• ••• aea 40 

Ne^, Misses, four risters of late Laeutenant-Colonel George Neale ... 100 

Neale, Mr. J. M., late Clerk, Secretary’s Office, three daughters of ... 60 

Neale, Mrs. Sarah, widow ... ditto •ee ae* aea aae aaa 100 

Nadi, Captain A., Commander of Marchioness of Exeter,” and his five 

diildren ' • •• aea aea aaa aaa aea aea aea aea 160 

Nind, Mr. Benjamin, late Clerk Coast and Surat Warehouse aaa aee 540 

Oweiij Mrs. Charlotte, widow of Mr. 6. Owen, Clerk Auditor's Office 100 
Oswald, Mr. Henry, late Sub-inspector Military Stores eee aia tea 120 

Ogilvie, Mr. William, late Writer, Bombay Establishment sea aea 100 

Pyne, Captain A., late H. M.’s 102d regiment, on account of his sufferings 

in India aaa eee aea ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Powell, Mrs. E., widow of a Captain, Bombay Marine eee aee aee 45 

Palmer, Mrs., widow of General Palmer •aa aea aee eea eee 150 

Perreau, Mrs. Elisabeth, widow of Samuel Penreau, Bcncoolen Esta- 
blishment, and her two daughters aee eee eee aee aea 50 0 

Parsons, Mr. William, late Extra Clerk aee eea aea aaa aee 50 0 

Pace, Mrs., widow of 1st Assistant to Master Attendant aea aea 50 0 

Pond, Mr. John, late Clerk Buying Office asa aaa aaa ss% 280 0 

Probin, Mr. Thomas, late Deputy- Assistant Elder Private Trade Warehouse 35 0 
Paynter, Mrs., sister of Captain Vaughan, Madras Establishment 


son 


Paterson, Mr. George, late Deputy Accountant-General 
Plenderleath, Misses, .three sisters of Officers in His Majesty’s and the 

pany’s service • aa aaa aea aaa aea aae eea 

Poole, Mr. Charles, late Clerk, Board of Control ••• 

Parsons, Mr. George, late Messenger to aaa ditto aea aaa 

Parrock, Mr. Stephen, late Madras Medical Establishment 
Powell, Mr. W. E., late Clerk Military Secretary’s Office ... 
Palk, Mrs. P,, widow Civil Servant Madras Establishment ... . 

Pargiter, Mr. George, late Surveyor of Private Trade .•«. . 

Petrie, Mrs. Elizabeth, widow Civil Servant Bengal Establishment . 
Pitman, Mr, Robert B., lata Extra Clerk Accountant’s Office m. 


Com- 


•ea 


«aa 

eea 

•66 

wax 


«. d. 
0 -O 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


0 

0 

0 

.0 

0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


50 

r 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

1,200 

0 

0 

1- 

20 

0 

0 

330 

0 

0 

133 

0 

0 

m 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

’ 90 

.0 

0 
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Parsons, Mr. John, late Hoymaster *•0 oko ••• 

Prenton, Mrs. J., widow of an Assistant Elder ••• »»• 

Piefoe, Mrs. Ann M.^ widow of a Commander . ••• 

Richardson, Captain George, late a Commander (and one Child) ••• 
Rogers, Mrs., widow of late Examiner of Military Stores ••• 

Rennell, Major J«, for services in India ••• kkft kkk 

Ryder, Mrs. C., widow Paymaster Bengal Army ••• ••• 

Roberts, Miss A. D., niece of late Commander Company’s Recruits, Isle 
of Wight ••• ••• ••• 

Roebuck, Mrs., widow of a Madras Civil Servant ••• 

Robbins, Mr. John, formerly of the Mahratta Service ••• 

Roberts, Miss, sister pf a late Supra*Cargo • •• ••• kkk 

Rankine, Mrs. E., widow of a Clerk Freight Office ... ••• 

Read, Mr. W. S., late Clerk Tea Warehouse ••• ... ••• " 

Rous, Mrs., widow of late Company’s Counsel 

Ramsay, Mr. W. B., late Clerk Secretary's Office ••• ••• ••• 

Rundall, Mr. Thomas W., late Assistant Examiner of Indian Correspon- 
dence ... ... .... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Bawling, Mr. Martin^ late Clerk Military Fund Office 
Ross, Captain .James, late a .Commander, and his four children ••• ••• 

Ritherdon, Mr. George, late Clerk Private Trade Warehouse ... ... 

Rich, Mrs., widow late resident at Bagdad ••• ... ... 

Russell, Sir Henry, hart., late Judge, Bengal ••• tea ••• etw 

Rutherford, Mr., late Assistant Surgeon, Bengal Establishment ... 

Robins, Mr. Jos., late Waterman 

Rees, Mrs. Jane, widow of Commander ••• ... ... ... 

Riches, Captain Matthew, late a Conunander •„ ... ... 

Raitt, Captain Charles *•• ditto ... 

Stebbings, Mrs., widow of a Clerk Accountant's Office 

Scarlett, Mr. James, late Extra Clerk 

Smith, Mr. John, late Clerk Shipping Office 

Scafe, Mrs. E., widow Inspector of Private Trade, and daughter ... ... 

Shakespeare, Mr. T., late Elder, East-India Wharf 

Stewart, Mrs. C. H., widow of a Purser ••• ... ... 

Smith, Mrs. E, daughter of late Transfer Accountant 

Sharp, Mr. Joho, late Porter, Shipping Office 

Stewart, Mr. A. H., late Lieutenant, Bengal EstaUishment •«« ... ... 

Sadler, Captain Janies, Madras Establiahment, his four children 

Seacole, Mr. Thomas F., late Second Mate Company’s ship ** Thomas 
Grenville** t ... . . ... ••• ••• ... 

Salmon, Mrs. M., widow lateJJeputy Governor of Benooolen ... ••• 
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Salter, Mrs., widow late Commander fiombay Marine ••• ••• 41 5 0 

Showers, Mrs., mother of Captain *S., who wae killed in action with the 
I Nepaulese • •• ••• ••• ••• ••• m»m 70 (► 0 

Strange, Sir Thomas, late Judge, Madras ••• 1,600 0 0 

Stockdale, Mr. F. W. L., late Clerk Military Secretary's Ofiioe 290 0 0 

Steel, Mrs. Lydia, nearest relation of the late Colonel William Flint, 

Madraa Establishment 50 0 0 


Stewart, Mrs. Mary, sister of a late Captain Madras Etablishment ••• SO 0 0 

Sinnett, Mr. John, late a Second Mate ••• ••• 100 0 0 

Stockwell. Mr. John, late Tea Warehouse-keeper •9* ••• .se ••• 1,500 0 0 

Steele, Mr. llkoinas J., late Surveyor of Private Trade •a* ••• ••• 30 0 0 

Sawyer, Mrs. M. A„ widow Inspector of Company’s Spice 100 0 0 

Seabright, Mrs. S., widow of a Waterman 10 0 0 

Still, Mr. John, Second Lieutenant Bombay Marine 45 0 0 

Stout, Mrs. J. J., widow of a Lieutenant Bombay Marine •a* ••• aea 41 5 0 

Scott, Misses, two daughters of Master Attendant, Prince of Wales' Island 40 0 0 

Story, Mr. William, late Lieutenant Madras Establishment 60 0 0 

Sidney, Mr. John, late River Pilot §•• ••• 50 0 0 

Scobie, Mrs. Bell, widow of a Lieutenant Bombay Marine ... 40 0 0 

Sh^heard, Mr. Robert, late Extra Clerk ••• a.* ..a aaa 85 0 0 

Spicer, Thomas, late Waterman aaa ... a.« ... an. ae. 12 0 0 

Say, Mr. Thomas, late Lieutenant Bombay Establishment 50 0 0 

Staunton, Mrs.> widow Colonel Staunton *** 182 0 0 

Shipp, Lieutenant John, late His Majesty’s 87th Foot .50 0 0 

Stanley, Sir E., late Judge, Madras ’••a ... ... ... ... 1,600 0 0 

Strachan, Mr. George, late Lieutenant Bombay Establishment ... ... SO 0 0 

Stewart, Mr. Charles, late Professor East-India College 450 0 0 

Street, Mr. H. J., late Clerk Freight Office 60 0 0 

Stewart, Mr. Robert, late Deputy Assistant Elder 35 0 0 

Summerfield, Mrs. E., widow Elder, Pepper Warehouse 25 0 0 

Stenton, Mrs. P., widow of an Assistant Elder 25 0 0 

Simpson, Mrs, H., widow Clerk Buying Office, and her two daughters ... 1 10 0 0 

Sansom, Mrs., widow of an Assistant Elder Private Trade Warehouse 25 0 0 

Stewart, Mrs. B., widow of a Clerk. Pay Office 30 0 0 

Sugden, Mrs. S„ widow of a Clerk Tea Warehouse, and two children 1^ 0 6 

Skottowe, Mrs. Ann, widow of a Commander ... 150 0 0 

Taylor, Mrs. E., daughter of late Clerk Auditor's Office ... ... mifm 15 0 0 

Tomkins, Mr. William, late Deputy Master Attendant, Calcutta 450 0 6 

Thomas, Mrs. £. A., widow Assistant Surgeon, Bombay Establishment ^ • ^<'50 0 0 

Torriano, Miss» daughter of late Captain Torriano • ... • ... * Sfr 0 0 

Thompson, Mrs. R., widow Clerk Accountant's Office ... » > '80 ^0^ 0 

Thompson, 
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Thompson, Mr. William, late Extra Clerk ••• ••• ••• 90 0 0 

Thorner Mr. J. S., late Clerk Freight Office ... ... ... ... 150 0 0 

Thomas, Mr. William, late Elder, Stationery Warehouse ... ••. 130 0 0 

Towers, Mr. Thomas, late Surveyor of Private Trade ... ••• ••• 75 0 0 

Tasker, Mr. O., late Porter 75 0 0 

Vaughan, Mr. B., late Elder Tea Warehouse ••• ... ... ... 200 0 0 

Veil, Mr. J. B., late Clerk Buying Office ... ... ... ... ••• 109 4 0 

Urquhart, Mr. John, late Military Secretary’s Office ... ... ... 195 0 0 

Urquhart, Mr. William, late £2xtra Clerk ... ... ... ••• •— 50 0 0 

Wellesley, the Most Noble the Marquis of, late Governor-General ... 5,000 0 0 

Warden, Mrs. E. R., widow of Senior Merchant Bombay ... ... ... 100 0 0 

Winter, Mr. G., late Pilot, Bengal ... ... ... ... ... ... 100 0 0 

Webber, Mr. W., late Senior Merchant, Bengal ... ... ... ... •200 0 0 

Wilkinson, Rev. J. J., late Chaplain, St. Helena ... ... " ... 105 0 0 

Wyatt, Mrs. M., daughter of late Governor, Fort Marlbro’ •aa aaa 50 0 0 

Wales, Mrs., widow of late Captain Bombay Marine 80 0 0 

Wright, Mr. George, late Extra Clerk 50 0 0 

Wilson, Mrs. A., widow of a Lieutenant St. Helena Artillery, and daughter 42 16 3 

Wilks, Mrs. M., widow Registrar of Indian Books ... ... ... 60 0 0 

West, Mr. W., late Messenger ••• ... ... ... ... ... 40 0 0 

Watkins, Mr. Samuel, late Deputy Assistant Elder ... ... ... 35 0 0 

Woodcock, Mr. John, late Assistant Clerk Committee of Buying and 

Warehouses ... ... ... ... ... ... ••• .»• 700 0 0 

Woolley, Mr. John, late Door-keeper a«« aaa aaa aaa aaa 266 13 4 

White, Mr. Richard, late Elder Coast Warehouse ... ••• ... 175 0 0 

White, Lieutenant E. S., late Madras Establishment ... ••• ... 55 0 0 

Wiiibolt, Mr. W., late Clerk, Transfer Office ... ... ... ... 50 0 0 

Wiss, Mrs. M. A., widow Inspector of Silk .„ ... ... 50 0 0 

W^ildman, Mr. John Robert, late Surveyor of Private Trade 30 0 0 

Woodfield, Mrs. M. widow of a ditto 25 0 0 

^^ood, A^rs* ... ... ditto ... ... ... ditto ... ... ... ... ... 20 0 0 

Warren, Mr. A., late Clerk for Passengers Baggage Outward ... ... 800 0 0 

Williams, Lieut. John Samuel, late 13eiigal Cavalry ... ... ... 25 0 0 

Wordsworth, Mr. James, late Civil Servant Bengal Establishment ... 200 0 O 

Winter, Mrs. A., widow of a Chaplain Fort Marlbro* 100 0 0 

Wilmot, Mr. James, Clerk Registrar of Records Department 200 0 0 

Williamson, Miss C., daughter of a Doorkeeper ... ... 52 0 0 

Williams, Mr. Thomas, late Extra Clerk 150 0 0 

Wittwer, Mr. T. N., late Accountant to Board of Control 1,150 0 0 

Watson, Mrs. M. E., widow of a Lieutenant Bombay Marine ••• ... 41 5 0 

Wynter, Mr, W. J. M«, Lieutenant Madras ESstablUhsient ••• ... 30 0 0 

Wright, 
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Wright, Mr. William, late Auditor . . ••• ••• ... ... 1,800 0 0 

Wilkinson, Mr. .Charles, late Inspector of Private Triule ... •«. 150 0 0 

Webster, Mr. John, late Waterman ••• ••• ••• 10 0 0 

Weir, Mr. John, late Prince Wales Island Establishment ... ... 100 0 0 

Wood, Mrs. C*j daughter of a late Messenger ••• > ... ... y20 0 0 

Wynne, Mrs. S., widow of a Civil Servant Bengal Establishment ... 80 0 0 

Webb, Lieutenant- Colonel, Bombay Establishment, four Children of the late 80 0 0 

Wilkinson, Mrs. J., widow of a Mechanic Calcutta Mint ... ... 20 0 0 

Wright, Mr. B., late Elder Tea Warehouse ... ... ... ... 200 0 0 

Wissett, Mrs. C., widow of an Assistant Elder 40 0 0 

Williams, Mrs. L., ... ditto ••• ... ditto ... ... ... ... 40 0 0 

Wickens, Mrs. A., widow of a Clothdrawer ... ... ... ... 45 0 0 

Wilkinson, H., late Seaman Bombay Marine ... ... ... ... 13 13 9 

IVilliamson, ... ditto ditto ... ... ... ... ... 13 18 3 

Westbrook, Mrs., widow of an Extra Clerk ... ... ... . ... 14 19 6 

Young, Mrs. M., widow of a late Colonel Madras Establishment ... 50 Q 0 

Young, Mr. Joseph, late a Waterman ••• aea ees mmm 20 0 0 

Yuli, Mrs. O., widow of a late Stud Groom, Padnalls ... ... ... 40 0 0 

Yaraold, Mrs. S., widow of a. writer ... ... ... ... ... 15 0 O 

Young, Mrs. M., widow of a late Elder ... ... ... ... ‘ ... 15 0 0 

Sundry small Pensions to Watchmen, &c. • •• ••• eee ••• 113 13 0 

Sundry Pensions from the Company’s cash to Soldiers and others, paid in 

the department of the Military Fund Paymaster ••• ••• ••• 303 5 2i 


East- India House; 
31 October 1831. 


(Errors excepted) 

THOS. G. LLOYD, Accountant General 
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An Account of the Names of the Retired Officers on the several Indian Establish- 
MENTS> and the Amount of the Pat and Allowances of each, as they stood on the 
1st May I817f and the 1st May 1827« respectively. 


Military 

Retired Pay and 
Allowanoei, 
1817 . 


1817.— BENGAL. 


Amount of 
Pay & Allowaneei. 



£. 


d. 

Agg, James, captain 

45 

12 

6 

Alcock, Thomas, major 

91 

5 

0 

Allison, William, asst.-surg. 

36 

10 

0 

Alston, W. C., It.-col. 

273 

15 

0 

Anderton, W. P., captain ... - 

[ 60 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Anderson, W., surgeon 

182 

10 

0 

Atkinson, James, major 

182 

10 

0 

Baillie, Robert, It.-col. ... 

365 

0 

0 

Baker, W. M., It.-col. 

365 

0 

0 

Balfour, Henry, It.- col. ... *j 

r273 
[ 90 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Balfour, Francis, M. Med. Bd. 

500 

0 

0 

Berrie, major Robert ... 

182 

10 

0 

Bird, Edward, captain 

45 

12 

6 

Black, Peter, lt.-col. 

365 

0 

0 

Blunt, J.T., captain 

182 

10 

0 

Bradford, J. Y., major ••• 

182 

10 

0 

Brougham, Thomas, major 

182 

10 

0 

Brown, EkLward, captain 

182 

10 

0 

Buchanan, Francis, surgeon 

182 

10 

0 

Burke, William, captain 

182 

10 

0 

Campbell, It. -col. John 

365 

0 

0 

Campbell, captain Robert ... 

91 

5 

0 

Campbell, surgeon Alexander 

182 

10 

0 

Carruthers, captain John ... 

45 

12 

6 

Cheape, major Henry 

273 15 

0 

Clarke, major James 

182 

10 

0 

Clarke, lieut. Otto 

45 

12 

6 

Colvill, lieut. Thompson 

45 

12 

6 

Constable,. h.-coL George ... 

365 

0 

0 

Corfield, paptain Frederick 

45 

12 

6 


Amount of 
Fay & Allowance!. 




£. 

s. 

a. 

Cornish, surgeon Charles 

... 

91 

5 

0 

Crowe, lieut. Philip 

... 

r 45 

1 50 

12 

0 

6 

0 

Cuthbert, lt.-eol. Benjamin ... 

^365 

0 

0 

Dalston, captain Fletcher 

... 

182 

10 

0 

Davidson, major James, ^ 

pay 273 
pension 70 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Davis, lt.-col. W. B. 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Dawson, major John 


273 

15 

0 

Denby, lt.-col. William 


365 

0 

0 

Dick, surgeon William 

••• 

182 

10 

0 

Dick, major William 

• •• 

182 

10 

0 

Don, It. -col. Patrick 


365 

0 

0 

Douglas, It. -col. Patrick 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Dowell, major Thomas 


273 

15 

0 

Drummond, major J. P 

• •• 

f 182 

1 

10 

5 

0 

0 

Dubois, captain J. H, V. 


91 

5 

0 

Duif, lt.-col. John ••• 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Duff, captain Robert 


182 

10 

0 

Duncan, colonel W. 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Duncan, captain M. 

• •• 

182 

10 

0 

£ade, captain John 


45 

12 

6 

Erskine, lieut. F. T. 


/ 60 
1 25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ewart, surgeon Peter 

• •• 

182 

10 

0 

Feig^usson, lieut. George 

• •• 

36 

10 

0 

Fleming, John, M. Med. Bd. 

500 

0 

0 

Flemyng, captain W. 

••• 

91 

5 

0 

Ford, captain M. R. 

1 

... ^ 

1 

r 91 
70 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Forrest, captain W, 

••• ■« 

' 91 
170 

.5 

0 

0 

0 

Fraser, It.’Col. Charles 

••• 

*^365 

0 

0 



Fraser, 



ni. 

OFFICERS, 

ITABLI.SHMKNTS, 

See, 

Military 
Retired Pay and 
Allowances. 
1817 , 
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Amomit of 
Pb 7& Allowances. 


Fraser, msgor Roderick 

• •• 

£, s. 
273 15 

d. 

0 

Puller, major George 

• aa 

273 15 

0 

Gardner, silicon W. F. 


182 10 

0 

Gascoigne, lt.-col. Joseph 

... 

365 0 

0 

Gcrrard, captain John 

... 

182 0 

0 

Gilchrist, surgeon J. B. 


118 10 

0 

Gillespie, major John 


45 12 

6 

Gladwin, major C. ••• 


273 15 

0 

Glass, lt.-col. A. 


365 0 

0 

Grant, lt.-col. Ludowick 


365 0 

0 

Grant, It. -col. Alexander 


273 15 

0 

Grant, major Charles 

••• 

273 0 

0 

Greene, lt.-col. Thomas 


365 0 

0 

Greig, captain Charles 


45 12 

6 

Hamilton, lt.-col. Anthony 


365 0 

0 

Harper, sui^geon W. 


182 10 

0 

Hay, colonel Patrick 


365 0 

0 

Hay, major Richard 


182 10 

0 

Henderson, surgeon John 


182 10 

0 

Hodgson, major Richard 


273 15 

0 

Howison, surgeon James 

••• 

91 5 

0 

Hume, captain P. B. 

••• 

45 12 

6 

Hutchison, lt.-col. George 


365 0 

0 

Hutton, surgeon James 


182 10 

0 

Jeffreys, reverend Richard 


91 5 

0 

Johnson, surgeon Daniel 


182 10 

0 

Kean, asst.-surg. H. B. 


36 10 

0 

Kegan, surgeon Charles 


182 10 

0 

Kennaway, lt.-col. Sir J., Bt. 

91 5 

0 

King, major Arnold 

aaa 

182 10 

0 

Lawtie, lt.-col. James 

aaa 

365 0 

0 

Leathart, major John 

aaa 

273 15 

0 

Ledlee, surgeon Thomas 

aaa 

182 10 

0 

Lloyd, lt.-col. Hubert 

• aa 

273 15 

0 

Macan, major Thomas 

aaa 

91 5 

0 

Macdonald, captain John 

aaa 

45 12 

6 

Macfariane, captain James 

aaa 

91 5 

0 

Macgrath, suigeon Michael 

aaa 

182 10 

0 

Mackenzie, lt.-col. Jabez 

aaa 

365 0 

0 

Mair, head-surgeon Hugh 

aaa 

300 0 

0 

Maitland, lt.-col. Charles 

aaa 

273 15 

0 

Malcolm, major John 


273 15 

0 


Amount of 



Pay & Allowances. 



£, J. 

d. 

Marsden, lt.-col. F. ... 

• s« 

365 0 

0 

Martin, captain Thomas 

1 

• •• H 

1 

r 182 10 
[ll7 10 

0 

0 

Martin, captain Thomas 

• •• 

182 10 

0 

Martin, lieut. William 

• •• 

36 10 

0 

Martin, capt. G. B. ... 

• •• 

91 5 

0 

Maxtone, captain Anthony 

... J 

1 

r 91 5 

1 70 0 

0 

0 

Maxwell, captain George 

• •• 

36 10 

0 

Maynard, captain F. 

• se 

45 12 

6 

M'Leod, major M. ... 

mmm 

182 10 

0 

Mercer, major Henry 

• • 

273 15 

0 

Mercer, surgeon Groeme 

mmm 

182 10 

0 

Missing, captain John 

• •• 

91 5 

0 

Morison, major Alexander 

so# 

273 15 

0 

Mounsey, major George 


273 15 

0 

Munro, lt.-col. John 

• •• 

365 0 

0 

Murray, lt.-col. Sir J. M., Bart. 

365 0 

0 

Murray, capt. R. M. 

• t* 

91 5 

0 

Murray, captain James 

• •• 

91 5 

0 

Mushet, asst. -surgeon P. 

see 

36 10 

0 

Nelly, lt.-col John ••• 


r365 0 
1100 0 

0 

0 

Nisbett, surgeon Durall 

• s» 

182 10 

0 

Noble, major Samuel 


91 5 

0 

Norris, lieut. Robert 


36 10 

0 

Ogle, lt.-col. Robert 


365 0 

0 

Orme, major Alexander 


182 10 

0 

Owen, lt.-cu]. John ... 

«ee 

365 0 

0 

Parker, captain William 

• •• 

91 5 

0 

Pearson, lt.-col. James 


365 0 

0 

Phillips, head-surg. Thomas 

300 0 

0 

Plumer, colonel James 


3a5 0 

0 

Pryor, major W. S. ... 

• •• 

273 15 

0 

Pudner, captain John 

• •• 

182 10 

0 

Raban, It. -col. William 

• •• 

365 0 

0 

Rankin, captain John 


91 5 

0 

Rankin, lt.-col, William 

• •• 

273 15 

0 

Rattray, lt.-col. W. ... 


273 15 

0 

Reid, It. -col. John ... 

••• 

273 15 

0 

Richards, major W. ... 

aaa * 

r 91 5 
(100 0 

0 

0 

Rind, major J. N. ... 

asa 

182 10 

0 



Roberts, 
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OFFICERS, 
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Amount of 

Fay & Allowances. 

£. s, d. 


Amount of 
FSy& Allowances. 

£. .V. d. 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

&C. 

Roberts, colonel R. E. 
Roberts, captain C. M. 


365 

91 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Tomkyns, It.-col. J. 

... 

ri82 
1 90 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Military 

Retired Pay and 

Robertson, major D. 


273 

15 

0 

Toppin, captain John 


45 

12 

6 

Allowances. 

1S17. 

Robinson, captain G. A. 


91 

5 

0 

Turtoii, It.-col. R. ••• 


365 

0 

0 

Robinson, asst. -surgeon J. 


36 

10 

0 

Vibart, It.-col. J. M. 


r365 

0 

0 


Rose, It.-col. H. 


365 

0 

0 

Watkins, major Alexander 


273 

15 

0 


Ross, surgeon James 


182 

10 

0 

Welsh, colonel Thomas 


4r)6 

5 

0 


Salkelcl, It. -col. Thomas 


273 

15 

0 

White, It.-col. H. V. 


273 

15 

0 


Sandys, It.-col. W. ... 


273 

15 

0 

White, surgeon Thomas 

• •• 

91 

5 

0 


Saumarez, captain Nicholas 

45 

12 

6 

Williams, surgeon J. L. 

... 

182 

10 

0 


Scott, It.-col. Richard 


365 

0 

0 

Williams, surgeon W. 


182 

10 

0 


Scott, major Henry ... 


45 

12 

6 

Williamson, captain 'F. G. 


91 

5 

0 


Scott, sui^eon J. C. ... 


91 

5 

0 

Williamson, licut. Jos. 

• • • 

36 10 

0 


Sharpe, captain N. 


f 01 
\100 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Williamson, asst.-surg. Sam. 
Willirn, captain J. G. 

36 

91 

10 

5 

0 

0 


Sharp, major James 


91 

5 

0 

Wilson, lieut. Hill ... 


36 

10 

0 


Shaw, It.-col. ThonuLs 


365 

0 

0 

Wilson, licut. Thomas 


36 

10 

0 


Skirviiig, captain Robert 


182 

10 

0 

Wilton, It.-col. George 


365 

0 

0 


Smith, surgeon James 


182 

10 

0 

Witherston, It.-col. John 


365 

0 

0 


Smith, surgeon George 


182 

10 

0 

Wood, lt.-col. Samuel 


365 

0 

0 

• 

Sneyd, major W. 


273 

15 

0 

Wyatt, captain Charles 


182 

10. 

0 


Stewart, major Charles 


273 

15 

0 

Yule, major W. ••• 


273 15 

0 


Stewart, It.-col. John 


365 

0 

0 







ISlf.— MADRAS. 


Ainslie, W. sup.-siirg. 

• •• 

300 

0 

0 

Cameron, lt.-col, Robert 

365 

0 

0 

Baillie, Alex. It.-col. J. A. 

• • e 

365 

0 

0 

Campbell, major James 

91 

5 

0 

Bannerman, lt.-col. J. A. 

... 

365 

0 

0 

Dallas, captain Charles ,,, 

91 

5 

0 

Batchelor, major Edward 

... 

136 17 

6 

Davis, captain E. F. ... 

91 

5 

0 

Bell. caDtain C. W. 


f 45 

12 

6 

Des Voeux, lieut. Arthur 

36 

10 

0 

* pension 

\ 7o 

0 

0 

Duncan, surgeon Francis ... 

91 

5 

0 

Berry, And. M. Med. Board 

500 

0 

0 

Farmer, licut. Maurice 

45 12 

G 

Blackiston, captain John 

... 

91 

5 

0 

Fitzgerald, surgeon Maurice 

182 

10 

0 

Briggs, head-surg. John 

••• 

300 

0 

0 

Fleemiiig, hcucl-surg, Chus. 

300 

0 

0 

Bryce, lt.-col. Alexander 

• •• 

r273 15 

0 

Flint, It.-co). W 

273 

15 

0 




u 

0 

Fothcringham, major R. H. 

273 15 

0 

Burrow'S, lt.-col. Thomas 

... 

365 

0 

0 

Fraser, captain Edw'ard ••• 

91 

5 

0 

Campbell, lt.-col. James 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Gibbings, lt.-col. Arthur ••• 

365 

0 

0 

Camie, surgeon John 

• •• 

91 

5 

0 

Gibson, captain A 

91 

5 

0 

Coke, lt.-col. Thomas 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Qodfrey, lt.-col. Charles 

365 

0 

0 

Crane, lt..-col. Samuel 

• •• 

365 

0 

0 

Goldsworthy, major Jolin ••• 

273 15 

0 

Cuningham, capt. Charles 

• •• 

45 12 

6 

Grange, lieut. R. G. ... 

36 10 

0 


2 H Greene, 
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III. 


OFFICERS, 


Amount of 



Amount of 

TABLISHMENTf^^ 

Pay & Allowances. 


Fsy & Allowances. 

&C. 


£. s. 

d. 



£. s. 

d. 

Military 

GreenCj It.-col. Thomas ••• 

365 0 

0 

Ogilby, lt.-col. Sir David 


365 0 

0 

Halcott^ lt.*col. 1 homas 

365 0 

0 

Orde, sup.-surg. William 

... 

300 0 

0 

Retired Piay and 
AilowanccSt 

Hamilton, captain Charles 

36 10 

0 

Parkison, It.-coK Thomas 


355 0 

0 

1817. 

Harris, It.-col. Benjamin ti* 

273 15 

0 

Pasley, major Charles 

• ta 

91 5 

0 

i 

^ Harris, captain W 

91 5 

0 

Pogson, lt.-col. Thomas 


182 10 

0 


Hay, captain Edward 

■wf • ' T 1- ^ 

91 5 

0 

Radcliffo, lt.-col. H. W. 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


fl82 10 

0 

Ridge, major Robert 

• •• 

273 15 

0 


Hiraiug, major Jacob ... ^ 

40 0 

0 

Robertson, lt.-col. A. 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


Howley, It.-col. Richard ... - 

273 15 
, 90 0 

0 

0 

Rowles, lt.-col James 
Sanford, captain George 

• •• 

182 10 
91 5 

0 

0 


James, surgeon John 

82 10 

0 

Saxon, lt.-col. George 

• •• 

350 0 

0 


Jones, captain J. L. ••• 

91 5 

0 

Sheppard, lt.-col. William 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


Kennc(fy, head-surg. Alex. 

300 0 

0 

Somerville, captain IL £. 


91 5 

0 


Kingston, It.^ol. Strickland 

365 0 

0 

Stone, captain Webb 


91 5 

0 


Langley, It.-col. A. A. ••• 

365 0 

0 

Tait, head-surg, William 

tu 

182 10 

0 


Lennon, It.-col. W. C. 

182 10 

0 

Thackeray, surgeon Thomas 

91 5 

0 


Limrick, It.-col. W. S. ••• 

365 0 

0 

Turton, lieut. Henry 

... 

36 10 

0 


Lutwidgo, major Skeff. ••• 

91 5 

0 

Tytler, lieut, William 

• •• 

45 12 

6 


Macalister, captain Matthew 

91 5 

0 

Underwood, surgeon John 


91 5 

0 


Macintosh, surgeon William 

182 10 

0 

Vesey, lt.-col. P. H. 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


Msjtland, It -col. A. ••• 

365 0 

0 

Waight, lt.-col, George 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


Massey, colonel Cromwell ••• 

456 5 

0 

Warburton, major G. 

• •• 

91 5 

0 


M'Kenzie, head-surgeon A. 

300 0 

0 

Warne, lt.-col, R. 

• a* 

365 0 

0 


M'Morris, surgeon Samuel 
Miller, head surgeon Henry 

91 5 
300 0 

0 

0 

W’'illson, lt.-col. W. 

aaa 

1365 0 
\100 0 

0 

0 


Molloy, captain John 

91 5 

0 

Wilson, surgeon George 

aaa 

91 5 

0 


Nagle, It.-col, James ••• j 

■273 15 
100 0 

0 

0 

W ood, captain Patrick 
Youngsoii, lt.-col, W, 

aaa 

91 5 
365 0 

0 

0 



1817. 

—BOMBAY. 





Beilis, lt,-coI. F. W. 

182 10 

0 

1 Crozier, captain R. B. 

aaa 

91 5 

0 


Bethune, It.-col. Andrew 

365 0 

0 

Davies, It.-coL W. A. 

ata 

91 5 

0 


Blackall, major Robert 

91 5 

0 

Disney, culunel Arthur 


365 0 

0 


Brown, It.-col, John 

365 0 

0 

Doolau, lt.-col. Richard 

aaa 

365 0 

0 


Buchanan, It.-col. Robert ••• 

365 0 

0 

Drummond, It. -col. J. 

aaa 

365 0 

0 


Budden, major Richard 

273 15 

0 

Drysdale, surgeon John 

aaa 

182 10 

0 


Burke, major W. ••• j 

ri82 10 
HOO 0 

0 

0 

Eyles, major James 

Fisher, captain A. G. 

aaa 

aaa 

136 17 
91 5 

6 

0 


Burrowes, Rev. Arnold 

600 0 

0 

Forman, captain E. W. 

aaa 

91 5 

0 


Cape, major Thomas ••• 

273 15 

0 

Powell, major Francis 

aaa 

273 15 

0 


Cliff, major John 

273 15 

*0 

Gibson, lt.-co1. Thomas 

aaa 

365 0 

0 


Crofts, captain J. S. 

91 5 

0 

Gillmer, captain E. B. 

%aa 

91 5 

0 





Gordon, 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. £35 


Amount of 


Gordon, It.-col. R. ••• 
Grant, captain Thomas 
Harding, major John 
Hay, captain Alexander 

Hill, captain R. D. 

Home, It.-col. William 
James, head-surg. J. 

Keir, surgeon George 

Lacey, licut. Thomas 
Lauriston, It.-col. A. 
Lord, lieut. E. ••• 
MacTiic, Wm. M. Med. 1 
Martin, captain James 
Mason, It.-col. William 
M'Neelancc,hcad-surg. J 
Mignan, It.-col. G. W. 
Mitchell, major Daniel 


Adamson, surgeon William 
Agg, captain James • 

Alc.ock, major Thomas 
Allingham, lieut. Edward 
Allison, asst.-surg. William 
Alston, It.-col, W. C. 

Anderdon, captain W. P. 

Anderson, surgeon William 
Atkinson, major James 
Atkinson, licut. Richard 
Baillie, It.-col. John ••• 
Baker, It.-col. W. M. 
Barnes, surgeon John... 
Beattie, asst. -surgeon D. 
Berrie, major Robert 
Birch, niajor George 
Blunts captain J. T. 

Boyes, captain' Robert 


Fay & Allowances. 


£. 

S 

(1. 

!• 

365 

0 

0 

aa 

45 

12 

6 

!• 

273 15 

0 

la 

91 

5 

0 


r 91 

5 

0 


1 30 

0 

0 

• • 

365 

0 

0 

aa 

300 

0 

0 


i 182 

10 

0 

• • 

1100 

0 

0 

It 

45 

12 

6 

• a 

305 

0 

0 

la 

45 

12 

6 

>a 

500 

0 

0 

• 

91 

5 

0 

a 

305 

0 

0 


300 

0 

0 

a 

365 

0 

0 

a 

45 

12 

6 


1827. 

— E 


127 15 

0 

a 

73 

0 

0 

« 

127 

15 

0 


54 

15 

0 


54 

15 

0 

1 . 

273 

15 

0 


(■127 

15 

0 

la 

1 60 

0 

0 

,. 

182 10 

0 

la 

182 10 

0 


73 

0 

0 

aa 

365 

0 

0 

»a 

365 

0 

0 

la 

127 15 

0 

»a 

100 

0 

0 

la 

182 

10 

0 

!• 

292 

0 

0 

la 

182 10 

0 


fl27 15 

0 

>• 

1 50 

0 

0 


Moor, major Edward 

Page, captain Peter 
Patrick, It.-col. Charles 
Philips, lieut. Edward 
Pouget, head-surg. Joseph 
Price, major David ... 
Riddell, It.-col. John 
Roberts, captain T. T. 
Scobie, captain M. J. 
Scot, II. M. Med. Board, 
Seale, It.-col. Richard 
Spens, It.-col. Archibald 
Thompson, It.-col. Jacob 
Trash, lieut. A. I. 

Walker, lt.-col, A. ... 
Ward, major Jeremy 
W^atson, major J. D. 
Williams, major G. 

Young, lt.-col. W, ,,, 


Bradford, major J. Y. ••• 

Brodic, sen, chap. Edward ... 
Broughton, lt.-col. R, ... 

Brown, surgeon A 

Browne, lieut. II 

Buck, lieut. John 

Burke, captain W 

Burnett, lt.-col. J. ••• ... 

Burney, licut. J. C 

Campbell, lt.-col. J. 

Campbell, captain R. 
Campbell, surgeon A. ••• 

Campbell, surgeon George ••• 
Carnegie, surgeon John 
Carrutbers, captain John ••• 
Cathcart^ Ucuf. James ••• 

Chalmers, surgeon William ••• 
Chambre, l}eut,' Christopher 
2 II 2 


. ^ , OFFICI4RS, 

Amount of 

Pays. AUowafices ESTABUSHMENTs, 

1 0 0 0 Retired Pay and 

91 5 0 Allowances. 
365 0 0 


36 10 0* 
300 0 0 
273 15 0 
365 0 0 
91 5 0 
91 5 0 
500 0 0 
365 0 0 
365 0 0 
273 15 0 
45 12 6 
365 0 0 
273 15 0 
91 5 0 
136 17 6 
182 10 0 


182 10 0 
127 15 0 
365 0 0 
191 12 6 
f 45 12 6 
t 50 0 0 
f 54 15 0 
< 50 0 0 
182 10 0 
127 15 0 
100 0 0 
365 0 0 
127 15 0 
182 10 0 
182 10 0 
182 10 0 
73 0 0 
54 15 0 
191 12 6 
54 15 0 
Cheape, 
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III. 

OFFICERS, 

TABLlSHM£^TS, 

&C. 

Military 
.etired Pay and 
Allowances. 
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Clicnpe, major Henry 
Chenpo, liout. Henry 
Clarke, It.-col. James 
Cliirke^ lieut. Otto ... 
Cockrane, P. M. Med. Bd. 
Collycr, It.-col, William 
Constable, It.-col G. 
Crawford, col. Charles 

Crowe, lieut. Philip 


Cunninghame, major G. 

Dalston, captain F. ... 
Dashwood, captain C. J. A. 
Davis, lt.-col. W. B. 

Davy, captain L. H. 
Dawson, major John 
Denby, lt.-col. W. 

Denny, surgeon James 
Dick, major Sir Wni. bart. 
Don, lt.-col Patrick ... 
Dowell, major Thomas 

Drummond, major J. P. 

X^uflf, lt.-col. John ... 
Duff, captain Robert 
Dunbar, major Patrick 

Duncan, colonel W. 

Eade, captain John 
Erskine, lieut. F. T. ... 
Fergusson, lieut. George 
Fergusson, lt.*col. James 
Fetherston, lt.-col. Thomas 
Fleming, J. M. Med. Bd. 
Flemyng, captain W. 
Fogo, captain W. 

Ford, captain M. R. 
Forrest, lt.-ool. William 


Amount of 
Pay & Allowances. 



£. J. 

d. 

... 

273 15 

0 

• •• 

54 15 

0 


365 0 

0 

• a. 

73 0 

0 

• •• 

500 0 

0 

• •• 

36S 0 

0 


365 0 

0 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


/ 73 0 

0 

• a a 

t 50 0 

0 


(■173 7 

6 

... ' 

{ 100 0 

0 


(.230 0 

0 


182 10 

0 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

**• 

365 0 

0 

... 

127 15 

0 

• a. 

273 15 

0 

... 

365 0 

0 

... 

182 10 

0 

• a# 

182 10 

0 

a*. 

365 0 

0 

• *• 

273 15 

0 


fl82 10 

0 

• •f 

1 91 5 

0 

... 

365 0 

0 

• •• 

182 10 

0 

• •f 

292 0 

0 


(■365 0 

0 

... 

1135 0 

0 

• •• 

73 0 

0 

• •• 

85 0 

0 


54 15 

0 

• •• 

365 0 

0 


365 0 

0 

• •• 

500 0 

0 

■ tf 

127 15 

0 

• •• 

127 16 

0 


ri27 15 

0 

• •0 

1 70 0 

0 


fl27 15 

0 

• *. 

1170 0 

0 


Forrester, captain J. N. 
Franklin, lt.-col. W. 
Fraser, lt.-col. Charles 
Fraser, lt.-col* S. ..^ 
Fraser, major Roderick 
Fuller, major G. 

Fulton, captain John 
Gardner, surgeon G. O. 
Gascoigne, lt.-col. J. 
Gillman, J. M. Med. Bd. 
Glass, lt.-col. A. 

Godlng, lieut. Josh. J. 
Gewan, captain W. ... 

Grant, lt.-col. L. 

Grant, surgeon Samuel 
Haig, surgeon Alexander 
Hamilton, lt.-col* A. 
Hamilton, surgeon F. 
Hamilton, surgeon J. 
Harper, surgeon W. 
Heaslop, surgeon R. 
Hennessy, lt.-col. A. 
Heron, captain Francis 
Hickman, surgeon C. 
Hind, colonel Alexander 
Hodgson, major R. ... 

Homer, lieut. A. A. 

Howison, surgeon J. 
Hutchinson, It. -col. G. 
Hutton, surgeon James 
Irvine, captain F. 

Jeffreys, chaplain Rev. R. 
Johnson, surgeon Daniel 

Johnson, captain John 

Johnston, surgeon J. ... 
Kean, asst.-surgeon H. B. 
Kegan, surgeon C. 
Kennaway, It-col. Sir J. 
King, major A • 


Amount of 
Flay & Allowances. 

£. d. 
... 127 15 0 

... 3G5 0 0 

... 365 0 0 

292 0 0 

... 273 15 0 

... 273 15 0 

73 0 0 

... 191 12 6 

... 365 0 0 

... 500 0 0 

... 365 0 0 

73 0 0 
... 127 15 0 

/365 0 0 
*” 1100 0 0 
... 191 12 6 

... 182 10 0 

... 365 0 0 

... 182 10 0 

... 300 0 0 

... 182 10 0 

... 73 0 0 

... 365 0 0 

... 127 15 0 

... 54 15 0 . 

... 365 0 0 

... 273 15 0 

f 54 15 0 
■” 19 2 6 
... 127 15 0 


... 


... 

a*. 


• ** 

... 

• •• 


365 0 0 
182 10 0 
127 15 0 
127 13 0 
182 10 0 
fl27 15 0 
I 40 0 0 
191 12 6 
54 13 0 
182 10 0 
127 13 0 
182 10 0 


Kerie, 
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Kerie, lieut. Jedediah 
Langslow^ captain R. 

Lawtie, It.-col. Janies 
Leake^ captain T. M. 
LfCathart^ major J. ... 
Ledrnon, surgeon William 
Leith, It.-cul. J. F. 

Lewis, asat.-surg. D. 

Loft't, captain R. E. 

Lowe, sup.-surg. R. 
Lumsdaine, surgeon J. 
Macau, major Thomas 
Macalistcr, captain D. 
Maddonald, captain J- 
Macfarlane, major J. 
Macgrath, surgeon M. 
Mackenzie, It.-col. J. 
Mansell, surgeon W. 
Marsdeu, It.-col. F. 

Martin, captain Thomas 

Martin, captain Thomas 
Martin, lieut. William 
Martin, captain G. B. 
Matthew, captain W. 
Matthews, major W. J, 

Maxtonc, captain A. 
Maynard, captain F.... 
McDonald, lieut. A. 
M^Kie, major W. 
Melville, asst.-surg. A. 
Menzies, captain William 
Mercer, major Henry 
Morris, It. -col. L. B. 
Mounsey, major Gcoige 
Moxon, It.-col. W. 
Murray, captain R. M. 
Murray, captain James 
Muschet, asst.-surg. P. 

Nelly, It.-col. John 


Amount of 


Fay & Allowances. 


£. 

d. 


54 15 

0 


127 15 

0 


XlOO 0 

0 


365 0 

0 


127 15 

0 


273 15 

0 


73 0 

0 


365 0 

0 


73 0 

0 


73 0 

0 


300 0 

0 


191 12 

6 


127 15 

0 


127 15 

0 


73 0 

0 


127 15 

0 


182 10 

0 


365 0 

0 


191 12 

0 


365 0 

0 


ri82 10 

0 


1200 0 

0 


IS2 10 

0 


54 15 

0 


54 15 0 

73 0 0 

... 173 7 6 

ri27 15 0 
I 70 0 0 

73 0 0 

54 15 0 

... 292 0 0 

54 15 0 

... 127 15 0 

... 273 15 0 

... 365. 0 0 

... 273 15 0 

... 3G5 0 0 

... 127 15 0 

... 127 15 0 

54 15 0 

{ 365 0 0 
100 0 0 


Nicholl, It.-col. William 
Nisbett, surgeon David 
Noble, major Samuel 
Norris, lieut. Robert 
O'Donnell, It.-col. H. A. 
Oliver, major Archibald 
Orme, major Alexainler 
Parker, Captain William 
Parson, rev. Joseph 
Paterson, captain James 

Paterson, captain John 
Petty, lieut. Robert P. 

Pester, It.-col. John 

Phillips, M. Med. Bd. 
Phipps, It. -col. P. 

Pryce, captain Edward 
Pryor, major W. S. 
Pudner, captain John 
Purvis, captain K, F. 
Raban, It.-col. William 
Raban, It.-col. George 
Rainey, major W. H. 
Ramsay, surgeon A. F.. 
Rankin, captain John 
Rankin, It.-col. W. 
Raymond, captain C. H. 
Reid, It.-col. John 
Reid, captain Danicll 

Richards, major William 
Richards, captain Y . E. 
Ridge, major E. J. 

Roberts, colonel R. E. 
Roberts, captain C. M. 
Robertson, major D. 
Robinson, captain Sir G. A . 
Rose, It.-col. Hugh 
Ross, surgeon James 
Rotton, It.-col. James 
Russell, captain Charles 


nr. 


. * - OFFICEKS. 

Amount of 

I’&y & Allowanceii. ESTAWLISUMLM . , 


£. s. d. 
305 0 0 
182 10 0 
127 15 0 
54 15 0 
182 10 0 


&e. 

Military 

Retired Pay and 
Allowances. 
lSi7. 


292 

0 

0 

182 : 

LO 

0 

127 

15 

0 

365 

0 

0 

f 73 

0 

0 

i 25 

0 

0 

‘l27 

15 

0 

73 

0 

0 

f 200 

15 

0 

[lOO 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

365 

0 

0 

127 

15 

0 

273 

15 

0 

1£$2 10 

0 

73 

0 

0 

365 

0 

0 

365 

0 

0 

273 

15 

0 

127 

15 

0 

127 

15 

0 

273 

15 

0 

73 

0 

0 

273 15 

0 

f 73 

0 

0 

1 50 

0 

0 

f 127 

15 

0 

1100 

0 

0 

127 

15 

0 

ri73 

7 

6 

1150 

0 

0 

365 

0 

0 

127 

15 

0 

273 

15 

0 

127 

15 

0 

365 

0 

0 

182 

10 

0 

365 

0 

0 

127 

15 

0 

Rutherford, 
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III. 

Ol-FICKUS, 

TAUUsilMKNTS, 

iS:c. 

Military 
tctirod Pay Mid 
Allowancaa* 
1827. 

s 


Amount of 
Pay & Allowances. 


llyaiij It.-col. Charles 
Sandys, It.-col. William 
Saumaroz^ captain N. 
Scott, major Henry 
Scott, surgeon J. C. 
Scott, major John 

Shairpe, captain N. 

Shaw, It.-col. Tliomas 
Shepherd, rev. Henry 
Shoolbred, surgeon John 
Skirving, captain John 
Smyth, major Henry 
Staunton, lieut. P. 
Stewart, major Charles 
Stewart, It.-col. B. 

Swindell, major P. C. 

Tandy; Ifeut. James 
Taylor, rev. A. W. 
Thomas, captain P. 
Thornton, asst.-surg. Hcnr 

Tomkyns, It.-col. John 


Agnew, It.-col. P. V. 
Ahmuty, It.-col. T. A. S. 
Ainslie, sup.-.surg. W. 
Baillie, It.-col. Alex. 
Baker, lieut. J. L. 
Balmain, capt. F. N. 
Barclay, col. Sir II. 
Barlow, lieut, W^illiam 
Batchellor, Major E. 

Bell, Captain Charles W, 

Berry, And., M. Med. Bd. 
Bethune, captain H. L. 

Blackman, captain £. 



£. 


d. 


100 

0 

0 

• •• 

292 

0 

0 


273 15 

0 


73 

0 

0 

• •• 

73 

0 

0 

••• 

127 15 

0 


173 

7 

6 


f 127 15 

0 

• •• 

1100 

0 

0 

a 

365 

0 

0 

• aa 

273 15 

0 

aaa 

182 

10 

0 

aaa 

182 10 

0 

aaa 

127 15 

0 

• aa 

54 

15 

0 

• ae 

273 15 

0 

• aa 

365 

0 

0 

1 

r‘292 

0 

0 

• aa ^ 

1 65 

0 

0 

• a* 

54 15 

0 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

a*# 

127 15 

0 

• aa 

100 

0 

0 

J 

:i82 

10 

0 

... ^ 

L 90 

0 

0 


1827.—] 

aaa 

365 

0 

0 

aaa 

365 

0 

0 

aaa 

300 

0 

0 

aaa 

365 

0 

0 

• #• 

54 

15 

0 

• a. 

191 

12 

6 

• aa 

365 

0 

0 

• •a 


15 

0 

• •• 

173 

7 

6 

( 

r 73 

0 

0 

... j 

L 75 

0 

0 

• •• 

500 

0 

0 

• •a 

127 

15 

0 

i 

• 73 

0 

0 

... 1 

50 

0 

0 


Travers, captain T. O. 
Trist, captain Thomas 

Turner, captain F. J. 
Voyle, lt.-col. E. 

Ward, rev. James 
Watkins, major Alexander 
Webb, captain W.'S. 
White, lt.-col. W.V. 

White, captain F. S. 
Williams, surgeon J. L. 
Williamson, lieut. Josh. 
Williamson, surgeon J. 
Williamson, asst.-surg.Sam, 
W^illim, captain J. G. 
Willson, lieut. Hill 
Willson, lieut. George 
Wilton, lt.-col. George 
Witherston, lt.-col. John 
W^ood, lt.-col. Samuel 
Wray, captain George 

Wroughton, captain H. P. 
Yule, major W. 


Amount of 
Fay & Allowances. 
£. s. d* 
127 15 0 
/ 73 0 
\ 90 0 
127 15 
273 15 
273 15 
273 15 
127 15 
273 15 
127 15 
182 10 
54 15 
191 12 
54 75 
127 15 
54 15 
73 0 
365 
365 
365 
73 

73 
70 


{ 


Blakiston, captain John 
Blount, lieutenant Edward .. 
Boswell, Alex., M. Med.Bd... 

Boyn, captain George S. •• 
Briggs, head-surgeon J. 
Brown, major J. D. 

Bruce,, colonel Patrick 

Bryce, lt.-col. Alexander 

Burges, Lieut. Edward 

Burrows, It -col. Thongs 
Campbell, lt.-col. James 
Campbell, pnajor James ' »«. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


273 15 


127 15 
54 15 
500 0 
r 73 0 
t 25 0 
300 0 

127 15 
365 0 
f273 15 
1 90 0 
f 54 15 
t 50 0 
365 0 
365 0 
127 15 


Carnac, 
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Amount of 
Pay & Allowances. 



£. s. 

(/. 

Carnac, major J. Rivett ••• 

127 15 

0 

Carnie, surgeon John 

127 15 

0 

Chauvel, major J. S. 

292 0 

0 

Ohitty, lt.-col. E. ••• 

365 0 

0 

Clarke, captain M 

73 0 

0 

Coke, lt.-col. Thomas ••• 

365 0 

0 

Combe, Captain Boyce 

/127 15 
\ 40 0 

0 

0 

Court, major H 

127 15 

0 

Cregoe, captain F 

73 0 

0 

Croasdaile, captain H. G. 

73 0 

0 

Crosdill, lt.-col. J. (C.B.) ••• 

305 0 

0 

Crowthcr, lieut. Carlos 

54 15 

0 

Cuningham, capt. Charles ••• 

73 0 

0 

Cunmghame, maj Sir J. brt.*«. 

173 7 

6 

Cunningham, lt.-col. W. .a. 

305 0 

0 

Currie, suigeon W 

182 10 

0 

Dallas, captain Charles 

127 15 

0 

Daniell, It. col. F. A. ••• 

200 15 

0 

Davis, captain E. F 

127 15 

0 

Dcs Voeux, lieut. Arthur •.« 

54 15 

0 

Dod, lt.-col. B. 

365 0 

0 

Donne, lt.-col. Charles 

73 0 

0 

Edmonds, captain R. ••• 

127 15 

0 

Fenwick, captain William ... 

127 15 

0 

Fernyhough, captain W. ... 

127 15 

0 

Fitzgerald, surgeon M. ... 

182 10 

0 

Foljambe, surgeon James ... 

182 10 

0 

Fotheringham, major R. H.... 

273 15 

0 

Fraser, captain E. S. 

127 15 

0 

Gibbings, lieut.-col. A. 

365 0 

0 

Gibson, captain Alured ••• 

127 15 

0 

Gilmour, sup.-surgeon J. 

300 0 

0 

Goldie, John M. Med. Bd. ... 

500 0 

0 

Goldsworthy, major J. ••• 

273 15 

0 

Goodrich, cornet James 

73 0 

0 

Goodsman, lieut. John ••• 

73 or 

0 

Grange, lieut. Richard G. ... 

54 15 

0 

Greene, lieut-coL Thomas ... 

305 0 

0 

Guille, captain Richard 

127 15 

0 

Hamilton, Captain C. 

54 15 

0 

Harris, Captain William ... 

127 15 

0 


Hart^ captain M. J. 
Harvey, captain Henry 

Hay, lt.-col. Edward 
Hendry, surgeon Thomas 
Hindley, major Edward 
Hodgson, captain T. 
Holmes, captain H. 
Hudleston, lt.-col. R. J. 
Ingledew, surgeon W. 
inverarity, captain R. 
Jeffreys, captain George 
Johnston, captain C.'B. M 
Jones, captain J. L. 

Jones, lt.-col. W. J. 

Jones, surgeon W. 

Kelly, lt.-col. J. A. 
Kennedy, head-.surgeou A. 
Kingston, lt.-col. S. 
Lawless, lt.-col. P. 

Lennon, lt.-col. W. C. 
Limrick, It. -col. W, S. 
Loiigdill, surgeon B. P. 
Lutwidge, major S. 

Lyon, lieut. James ... 

Macalister, captain M. 
Macdonald, captain J. 

Mackenzie, captain A. R. 
Mackintosh, surgeon W. 
Mackintosh, lt.-col. J. T. 

Maitland, lt.-col. A. 
Malcolm, colonel Henry 
Maquay, captain George 
Marrett, major P. D. 
Marriott, major Charles 

Maslen, lieut. Thomas J. 

Massey, colonel C. 
M'Donnell, lt.-col. D. 
M'Kenzie, head-surgeon A. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Amount of 
Puy&Allowniices. 

£. < 1 . 
100 0 0 
If) 0 
t 50 0 
127 15 
127 1.5 
2<)2 0 
127 15 
127 15 0 
3G5 0 0 
182 10 0 
73 0 0 
127 15 0 
73 0 0 
127 15 0 
305 0 0 
l'.)l 12 r> 
305 0 0 
300 0 0 
365 0 0 

(2m 0 0 

1 50 0 0 
200 15 0 
365 0 0 
182 10 0 
127 15 0 
f 73 0 0 
ilOO 0 0 
127 15 0 
127 15 0 
fl27 15 0 
1 45 0 0 
182 10 0 
/292 0 0 
\ 70 0 0 
365 0 0 
30.) Q 0 
127 15 0 
173 7 0 
273 15 0 
f 73 0 0 
1 25 0 0 


456 


0 


365 0 0 
300 0 0 
M'AIorris, 
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Amount of 



Pay 8e Allowances. 



£. g. 

d. 

M'Morris, surgeon S. 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

Michael, captain James 

% »• 

127 15 

0 

Millingchanip, Rev. B. 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

Mitforcl, captain J. G. 


127 15 

0 

Molcsworth, captain Lord Vise. 

127 15 

0 

MoUoy, captain John 

... 

127 15 

0 

Moncrieff, captain M. 


f 73 0 
1 30 0 

0 

0 

Montoath^ major A, D. 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

Moore, captain Thomas 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

Nagle, It. -col. James 

... J 

1 

( 273 15 
[lOO 0 

0 

0 

Nanney, lieut. 0, G. E. 

a •• 

73 0 

0 

Nash, It.-col. II. 

• •• 

365 0 

0 

Ogilby, It.-col. Sir D. 

• a* 

365 0 

0 

O’Reilly, captain W. G, 

...j 

ri27 15 
i 22 10 

0 

0 

Parkison, It.-col. Thomas 


365 0 

0 

Peyton, W. M. Med. Board 

500 0 

0 

Pogson,. It.-col. Thomas 

ata 

200 15 

0 

Richardson, major R. 

aaa 

127 15 

0 

llochead, It.-col. A. 

aa« 

365 0 

0 

Rogers, surgeon Colin 

aaa 

300 0 

0 

Ro>vles, captain James 

a«f 

200 15 

0 

Samuel, captain E. P. 

aaa 

127 15 

0 

Sanford, captain George 

aaa 

127 15 

0 

Savery, lieut. John 

aaa 

73 0 

0 

Saunders, captain F. D. 

ata 

127 15 

0 

Scott, captain Archibald 

aaa 

127 15 

0 

Serjeant, sui^eou Thomas 

aaa 

191 12 

6 

Shakespear, captain J. N. 

• •• 

73 0 

0 

Sheppard, It.-col. William 


,365 0 

0 

Sherwood, surgeon R. C. 

aaa 

182 10 

0 


Amount of 



Pay & Allowances. 



£. s. 

d. 

Smith, major L. S. 


127 15 

0 

Smith, major John 

• •• 

292 0 

0 

Smyth, cornet Henry 

• f « 

54 15 

0 

Somerville, major II. E. 


127 15 

0 

Stone, captain Webb 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

Stone, captain Wiiliam 


127 15 

0 

Siopford, lieut. Edward 

• •a 

54 15 

0 

Strong, captain Henry 

• •• 

/ 54 15 
t 25 0 

0 

0 

Stuart, captain Charles 

• •• 

182 10 

0 

Sydenham, captain George 


127 15 

0 

Thackeray, surgeon Thomas 

127 15 

0 

Thomas, Rev. W. (D.D.) 

365 0 

0 

Thompson, Rev. M. 

• •• 

365 0 

0 

Thoresby, captain T. H. 


127 15 

0 

Tocker, captain H. 


127 15 

0 

Turton, captain H. 


54 15 

0 

Tytler, captain W. 


73 0 

0 

Underwood, surgeon J. 

• •• 

127 15 

0 

Vesey, It.-col, P. H. 


365 0 

0 

Waight, It.-col. George 


365 0 

0 

Warburton, major G. 


127 15 

0 

Wame, It.-col. R. 


865 0 

0 

Weldon, It.-col. A. 


365 0 

0 

Wilks, It.-col. M. 


365 0 

0 

Williams, lieut. Edward 


54 15 

0 

Willson, It.-col. W, 


/365 0 

0 



tlOO 0 

0 

Wood, captain Patrick 


127 15 

0 

Wren, major Thomas 


173 7 

6 

Yarde, major Henry 

• •• 

292 0 

0 

Youngson, If.-col. William 


292 0 

0 


182r.— BOMBAY. 


Barton, captain J. J. 

••• 

127 15 

0 

Blackall, major R. 

••• 

127 15 

0 

Breton, captain Peter 

••• 

127 15 

0 

Brown, major Alexander 

... 

127 15 

0 

Buchanan, It.-col. R, 

••• 

365 0 

0 

Budden, major R. ... 

•• • 

273 15 

0 

Byers, captain James B. 


127 15 

0 

Cape, major Thomas 


•273 15 

0 


Carpenter, major W. L. 


173 7 

6 

Christie, surgeon D. 

••• 

191 12 

6 

Coats, surgeon Thomas 

••• ' 

( 191 12 
tlOO 0 

6 

0 

Colquhoun, sing, 0. 

••• 

182 10 

0 

Crofts, captain J. S. 

flCt 

127 15 

0 

Crosier, captain R. B. 

••• 

127 15 

0 

Davies, lieut. David 

• •1 

54 15 

0 



Davies, 
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£. 

s. 

Davies^ surgeort W. A. 

127 

15 

Disney, colonel A, ••• 

365 

0 

Doolan, It.-col. Richard 

365 

0 

Drummond, It.-col. James ... 

365 

0 

Eyles, major James 

173 

7 

Fisher, captain A. G. ... 

127 

15 

Forbes, captain Alexander 

73 

0 

Forman, captain E. W. 

127 

15 

Fowcll, major Francis 

273 

15 

Gibson, lt.-<.*ol. Thomas ... 

:365 

0 

Gillmer, captain E. B. 

127 

15 

Gordon, It.-col. R. 

365 

0 

Gourlay, surgeon William ... 

127 

15 

Grant, It.-col. William 

292 

0 

Grant, captain Thomas 

73 

0 

Grindlay, captain R. M. 

127 

15 

Hawks, licut. Joshua ... 

54 

15 

Hay, captain Alexander ... 

127 

15 

Hinc, surgeon John 

182 

10 

Hughes, captain G. F. ... 

127 

15 

Iiiverarity, .sutgeon James ... 

182 

10 

.Johnson, It.-col. J. ... 

r273 
1 90 

15 

0 

Jones, captain Joseph 

127 

15 

Kempo, captain W. P. 

127 

15 

Kempe, It.-col. J. A. 

365 

0 

Lawrie, lieut. W. R. H. 

54 

15 

Lecky, captain C. M. 

127 

15 

Leslie, surgeon Patrick 

127 

15 

Lord, lieut. E. 0. 

73 

0 

Macdonell, captain J. 

f 127 
tl20 

15 

0 


Amount of 
Pay& Allowances. 

d. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


— OFFICERS, 

Amount of tsTAHLlSHMENTS, 
Pay 8iAllowances. 

£, s. d, L 


Mackie, W. M. Med. Board, 

.500 

0 

0 

Military 

Manuel, licut. George 
Marshall, captain W. 

54 

127 

15 

15 

0 

0 

Retired Pay and 
Allowances. 
1827. 

Martin, captain J. 

127 

15 

0 

Mason, It. -col. W. 

365 

0 

0 


Miller, lieut. James 

.54 

15 

0 


Mitchell, major D. 

73 

0 

o' 


Mitchell, surgeon J. ... 

127 

15 

0 


Moor, major Edward 

/173 
1 50 

7 

0 

0 

0 


Munbec, lieut. V. ... ... 

54 

15 

0 


Nugent, captain Edward «... 

127 

15 

0 


Page, captain Peter 

127 

15 

0 


Page, licut. George C. 

.5'! 

15 

0 


Palmer, surgeon Thomas 

182 

10 

0 


Phillips, lieut. Edward 

.5^1 

15 

0 


Phillips, B. M. Med. Board, 

500 

0 

0 


Pouget, head-surgeon .J. ... 

300 

0 

0 


Price, major David ... 

273 

15 

0 


Roberts, captain S. T. ... 

127 

15 

0 


Robertson, surgeon H. 

300 

0 

0 


Rutherford, licut. Charles ... 

r 73 

\ 50 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Spens, It.-col. A 

365 

0 

0 


Thatcher, It.-col. Thomas ... 

200 

15 

0 


Tovey, lt.-col. II. 

292 

0 

0 


Towsey, captain Etlward ... 

73 

0 

0 


Walker, lt.-col. Alexander ... 

365 

0 

0 


Watson, major J. D. ••• 

127 

15 

0 


Young, lt.-col. Sir W. hart. 

200 

15 

0 



Auditor's 0£Bce, 

11 October 1831. JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Aud. India Accts. 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT or the 


111 . 


OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 


Appendix, — 


8cc, 


Home 

EBtabliihment 

Expenses. 


A Return of tlieEsTAULisiiMENTs connected with all Offices and PLACEs^Civil^ Political j Military 
and not included in the Returns laid before the Committee on East-lndia Affairs ; and the 
1st May 1817i and on 1st May 1827 ; and stating likewise the Date of New Establishments, 


• 


lit May 1817. 



ESTABLISHMENTS. 

No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 

Gratuities and 
EatiaAttendance 
beyond 

Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 

— 

S ecretary*8 Office : 


£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Extra Clerks 

43 

5 i 109 

3,337 

7.346 


Porters . . . . • . « • • • 

4 

508 

95 

603 


Examiner's Office % 

47 

6.617 

3,333 

— 

7.949 

1 





1 

Extra Clerks 

23 

3,706 

978 

3.684 


Porters 

4 

450 

34 

484 


Auditor’s Office : 

37 

3.156 

1,013 

— 

4,i68 





1 

Extra Clerks 

5 

499 

10 

509 


Porters 

1 

110 


110 


Military Secretary’s Office : 

6 

6og 

10 

•— 

619 






Extra Clerks . . . . . . . . • * 

9 

1.169 

473 

1,641 


Porters . . . . 

1 

110 

34 

134 


Paymaster of Lord Clive’s Fund : 

10 

1,379 

496 

— 

1.775 






Porter 

1 

100 

— 

— 

100 

Accountant-General’s Office : 

Extra Clerks 

4 

493 

356 

748 


Porters 

a 

215 

34, 

349 



6 

707 

1 390 

-- 

997 

Auditor of Home Accounts 2 






Porter 

— 


— 

— 


China Correspondence : 

Extra Clerks 










— 

porters 








SELECT COMMITTEE of trx HOUSE OF COMMONS. 24S 
—No. 36. 

or Commercial, belonging to the East-India Company, within the United Kingdom or Colonies, 
Fixed and Contingent Expenses respectively attaching to each Establishment, as it stood on 
or of any considerable Augmentations. 


1ft May 1827. 


No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 

Gmtultles and 
ExtraAttendance 
beyond 

Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 

— 


£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

41 

61556 

i >993 

7.548 


3 

347 

35 

372 


44 


3,017 

— 

7.920 

31 

3 i 739 

2,335 

6,064 


7 

688 

113 

800 


38 

4*437 

M 37 

— 

6,864 

14 


533 

9,044 


2 

210 

so 

330 


16 

1,791 

553 

— 

2,274 

H 

1,780 

551 

2,331 


3 

910 


210 


16 

1,990 

651 

— 

3,541 

1 

100 

1 

— 

100 

5 

794 

457 

i,« 5 i 


3 

990 

30 

330 


~8“‘ 

1,084 

487 

— 

1,571 

1 

90 

— 

— 

90 

3 

960 

110 

370 


1 

100 

— 

100 


3 

360 

110 

— 

470 


1819, 4 extra Clerkf appointed. 

1833, 4 ditto. 

1835, 3 ditto. 

Jan. 1817, i Porter .. ditto. 

June 1836, 3 ditto . . ditto. 

5th March 1833, extra Clerks’ salaries increased £50. 

11th Aug. 1834 ditto 80. 

^oveInber 1833, 9 extra Clerks appointed. 

Ditto 1 Porter added, at 100. 


June 1821, 2 extra Clerks added. 


4th April 1825, additional Porter appointed, at £80 per 
annum. 


July 1821, this department formed. 


Ditto ditto. 

{ceniinuid on next page.) 
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III. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

&C. 

Home 

Establishment 

Expenses. 
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III.. 

OFFICERS^ 

KSTAKUSHMENTS, 

&c. The preceding Account — continued. 


Appendix^- 


Home 

fistablUhment 

Expenses. 




l«t May 1817. 



ESTABLISHMENTS. 

• 

No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 

Gratuities and 
ExtraAttefidance 
beyond 

Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 

— 

Treasury : 

Extra Clerk 

Porters 

1 

1 

£. 

130 

128 

£. 

93 

£. 

223 

128 

£. 

Transfer Office : 

Porter 

Freight Office : 

Extra Clerks 

Porter . . 

Inspectors 

Surveyors 

Watermen 

2 

258 

93 

— 

351 

1 

108 



108 

8 

1 

4 

22 

12 

857 

100 

800 

i» 78 o 

722 

172 

50 

301 

176 

19 

1,029 

150 

1,101 

1,956 

741 

1 


47 

4,259 

718 

— 

4,977 ' 

Porters 

ShiDDinif OificA * 

5 

630 

— 

— 1 

i 

630 

Porters . . . , * 

2 

850 

— 

— 

250 

iPluSiCr /VtixSlIUalll 9 V/IZIC6 • 

Extra Clerks 

Porter 

1 

1 

97 

100 

117 

214 

100 


Buying Office : 

2 

197 

117 

— 

314 

Extra Clerks 

Porters 

i 

33 1 
“ 1 

1 

I i>4<'0 
aio 

253 

1,713 

210 



15 

1,670 

253 

— 

1.923 

Sale Room Criers 

Library : 

Extra Clerks 

Porter 

2 

390 


— 

390 

3 

1 

322 

150 

— 

322 

150 


Clerk to Military Seminary Committee: 

Extra Clerks . . 

Clerk to Committee of College : 

Extra Clerk 

4 

472 

— 

— 

472 

1 

120 

— 

— 

120 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



SELECT COMMITTEB ow tub HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


«45 


•No. 36 — continteed. 

The' preceding AccovokU^continued, 


Ist May 1827 . 


No. 

Salaries 

Gratuities and 
EztruAttendanco 



and 

Allowances. 

beyond 

Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 



£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1 

116 

74 

190 


2 

240 

— 

240 


3 

356 

74 

— 

430 

1 

108 

21 

— 

129 

2 

258 

82 

340 


1 

100 

60 

160 


15 

1,850 

120 

1.970 


6 

337 

20 

357 


24 

2»545 

282 

— 

2,827 

5 

570 

10 


580 

2 

210 

— 

— 

210 

1 

100 j 

— 

— 


1 

100 ! 

— 

— 

100 

16 

1 

2,153 

1,123 

3.276 


2 

210 

30 

240 


18 

*.363 

».>63 

— 

3 f 5 i 6 

2 

390 

— 

— 

390 

2 

252 

60 

312 


1 

200 

— 

200 


3 

452 

60 

— 

512 

2 

272 

85 

— 

357 

1 

104 

45 

— 

149 


4ih April i826» extra Clerk’s salary increased £40 
per annum. 

Ditto Porters appointed .. 100. 


13th April 1825, Surveyors’ salaries increased £310 
per annum. 


22d June 1827, additional Porter appointed, at £100 
per annum. 


11th April 1821, Porter’s salary increased £50 p’ ann. 

March 1825, an extra Clerk transferred from Sec. Office. 
1 3th April . . Ditto salary increased £40 p’ ann. 

Sept. 1 8*1 8, an extra Clerk transferred from Sec. Office. 

(continued on next page.) 
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OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

See. 

Home 
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Expenses. 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


in. 

OFFICERS, Appendix, — 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

The preceding Account^ofOinued. 


Home 

Establishment 

Expenses. 




Ist May 1817. 



ESTABLISHMENTS. 

No. 

Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 

Gratuities and 
ExtraAttendance 
beyond 

Official Hours. 

TOTAL. 

— 



£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Assistants to Surveyor of Buildings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Court Room Doorkeepers 

8 

1,943 

63 


3,006 

Door Porters . . , . 

3 

835 


— 

325 

Watchmen 

H 

1,7«5 

91 

— 

1,816 

Firelighters . . . . . . 

9 

830 




820 

Constable • . 








Housekeeper, Assistants and Charwomen 

9 

418 

— 

— 

418 

East-lndia Wharf : 






Elders 

3 



700 


Assistant Elders * , • 

8 



300 


Extra Clerks .. .. 

— 







Book-keepers . . . . . • • • 

6 

— 

— 

720 


Sealers 

3 



380 


Hoymasters 

18 

.5 



31840 

5,940 

Tea Warehouses ; 






Elders 

4 

1,400 

9 

1,409 


Assistant Elders . . 

H 

— 

— 

1,840 


Extra Clerks 

— 

— 

— 



Deputy Assistant Elders 

10 

38 



875 

4,124 

Bengal and Coast Warehouse : 






Elders 

4 

— 

— 

1,400 


Assistant Elders , . ' 

9 

— 

..1. 

1,300 


Deputy Assistant Elders 

6 

19 



500 

3,100 

Private Trade Warehouse : 






Elders 

3 

.i— 


700 


Assistant Elders 

6 



810 


Deputy Assistant Elders 

4 

— 

— 

340 



18 




1,850 



SELECT COMMITTEE of thb HOUSE OP COMMONS. 
— No. S&-"H:ontinued, 

The-^receding Account — corUinued, 


Q4f7 

111 . 

OFFICERS^ 

ESTABLISHMENTS. 

&<•. 


Ist May 18S7. 


No. 


Salaries 

and 

Allowances. 


Gratuities and 
Extra Attendance! 
beyond < 
Official Hours. 


TOTAL. 


£. 

a 550 


£. 


£. 


£. 

550 


7 

Q 


i»554 

225 


5 


1.554 

230 


29 


3,080 


60 


2,140 


13 I1I80 

1 106 

14 649 


1,180 

106 

649 


13 May 1825, 1 Ass^ Surveyor appointed at iC 350 p’ an- 
al June — 1 Ditto at 200 — 

10 Dec. 1823, 3 Court-room Doorkeepers increased 

' 60 — 

r 22 Sept. 1825, 5 additional Watchmen appointed, 
t at 350 — 

Ditto — 4 ditto Firelighters . . at 360 — 


Home 

Establishment 

Expenses. 


1 

2 
2 
6 
1 

12 


24 


4 

13 

1 

10 

28 


3 

5 

6 


14 


2 

6 

4 


12 



extra pay 39 


350 

320 

247 

720 

130 

3,840 


5 » 6 o 7 


f Appointed 27th April 1 
1 1827, at £2 per week J 


1,400 

1,720 

104 

875 


4,099 


1,050 

720 

500 


2,270 


700 

810 

340 


1,850 


18 Nov. 1818, 1st Assistant Elder^s salary increased 

50 p* an. 

Ditto — 3d Ditto, at . . . . 30 — 


Appointed 27 April 1827. 


{continued on next page,) 
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FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


U(. 

OFFICBRS^ 

EKTABLISHMEMTS, 


The preceding Account — c on^tnued. 


Appendix,— 


Home 

Establishment 

Expenses. 


ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Assistant Private Trade Warehouse : 

Elders 

Assistant Elders 
Deputy Assistant Elders 


Pepper and Saltpetre Warehouse : 
Elders 

Assistant Elders 
Deputy Assistant Elders 


Baggage Warehouse : 
Elder 

Assistant Elder 
Extra Clerks 


Cloth Warehouse : 

Elder 

Assistant Elders 
Overlookers of Cloth 


1st May 1817. 


No. 


! Gratuities and ; 

Salaries Extra Attendance , 

, and beyond 

Allowances, official Hours. 1 


£. 


£. 


14 


260 


71 


£. 

700 

.540 

760 


£. 


1 28r, ! 

I 170 . 


3.50 

331 


350 

.‘320 

120 


1,505 


681 


790 


Stationery Warehouse : 
Elder 

Assistant Elder 
Book-keeper 


7 


1 

1 



250 

130 


380 
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349 


— No. SO— continued. 

The preceding Account — continued, 
I lit May 1887 . 


HI. 

OFFICERS, 

ESTABLISHMENTS, 

8 :c. 

Home 

Establishrncnt 

Expenses. 


No. 

! 

Sulariet ^ 
and 

Allowances. 

Gratuities and 
ExtraAttendance 
beyond 

Official Hours. 

1 

TOTAL. 

i 


£. 

£. 

£. j 

2 

— 

— 1 

700 ! 

8 

— 


1,050 

7 

1 

— 

650 

17 

j 

• i 



1 ^ 




2 

— 

— 

300 1 

! * 

— 

— 

170 I 

i 7 



1 

1 

! 

1 

— 

— 

! 

150 1 

! 1 

00 

0 

1 ia 3 

1 

331 j 

2 


1 

i 

( 

: 1 

1 



j 

350 

2 

— 

— 

350 

' 4 

— 

— 

120 

7 




1 

— 

— ' 

150 

1 



300 

2 





; loth April 1821. Assistant Elders’ Salaries increased 
£;^u per annum. 


2,400 


1,5‘jo 


481 


820 


350 


2K 


(continued on next paqe.) 
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OFFlOBBSj 
SSTABLISH MWTS^ 

The preceding Account — continued. 

Homo 

Establishmem 

Expensea. 

ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Military Store Warehouse : 
Book-keeper 
Extra Clerk 
Sub Inspectors 
Examiners and Assistants . . 


Naval Store Warehouse: 

Inspector of Ironmongery 
Laltourcrs 


Writers employed in the several Warehouses 


Labourers employed in the several Warehouses 

Superannuated Writers at . . Ditto 

Ditto . . Labourers . . Ditto 


East-lndia House, 
31 October 1831. 


THtRD RBFORT or vnx 




SELECT COMMITTEE or the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 951 
— No. Sd^^oniinued, 

The preceding Account — continued. 



1 st May 1827 . 


No. 

Salaries and Altowances. 

TOTAL. 


[£. 

: 


300 


1 

184 


3 

550 


17 

2,065 


— 

1 

3,099 

22 

1 






1 

i 1 

*56 j 



379 1 

1 




635 

7 


1 

131 

1 

At 3». gd. to 8r. 6d. per day ; 
extra time gd. per hour, when | 
their services arc required. | 

! 

13 .i 6 > 1 


i i ! 

3f320 I At aj. to 4J. gd. per day ; extra 176,617 
I time 3d. to 6d. per hour, when 
I their services are required. 

25 Pensions at from 6s. to 37s. per ^ 1,340 

! week. I 

I 347 Ditto . . 3*. to las. 6d. 7,384 

I per week. I 


18th Oci. 1815, 1 Book-keeper appointedat £200 p’ an, 
15th Jan. 1817, Salary of ditto increased .. 100 — 
31st May 1820, sundry increases of Salary 210 — 
26th Feb. 1823 .. ditto .. .. 115 — 

I4tb Jan. 1824, Sub-inspector . . ^ditto .. 25 — 

Ditto . . Examiner , . . . ditto . . 20 — 

15th Feb. 1825, Sub-inspector appointed 175 — 
Ditto . . Examiner . . , . ditto . . 100 — 


ilfemorandum.— The Extra Clerks on the establish- 
ment receive periodical increases of Salary, according to 
their length of service, by the following graduated 
scale : 


Until 5 years" service 

£2 

0 per week. 

From 5 to 10 ditto 

2 

5 ““ 

10 to 15 ditto 

2 

10 — 

15 to 20 ditto 

3 

0 — 

20 to 25 ditto 

3 

10 — 

25 years and upwards 

4 

0 — 


(Errors excepted) 


THOS.G. LLOYD, 

Acet. Gen. 
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OFFlCERHj 

ESTABUSHMKNTS, 

&C. 

Home 
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Expenses. 
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IV. 

LICENSES OR CERTIFICATES, 



IV. 

I.ICCN.SES, 

&C. 

For Ships and 
Persons* 


«54 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 

Appendix, — 

An Account of all Sums received at the East-India Hoii.se on granting Licenses or 
^ishin;^ those received on account of Officers in the Civil and Military Service of His 
or others ; and disting^uishing^ also the Amount for Stamps from the Amount 
from the 10th April 1814 to the 10th April 1831. 


OFFICERS in the Civil and Military Service of HIS MAJESTY and the EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


YEAR. 

1 Number of 

1 Persons. 

Amount of 
STAMPS. 

Amount of 
FEES. 

TOTAL. 

• 

! 

£. 

s. 


£. J. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1814-15 

— 


— 






— 


1815-16 

* * 1 

j 

i 

— 


— 



— 


1816-17(0) .. 

— 


- 





— 


1817-18 

. . 207 

J .337 

5 

0 

i »734 0 

0 

3.071 

5 


1818-19 

176 

1.435 

15 

0 

1,440 10 

0 

8,876 

5 

0 

1819-20 

616 

1.703 

5 

0 

2,405 15 

0 

4.109 

0 

0 

1820-21 

680 

1.786 

10 

0 

2,692 15 

0 

4,479 

5 

1 

0 1 

1821-22 

.. 617 

1,800 

15 

0 

2,408 0 

0 

4 ,so 8 

15 

1 

0 . 

1822-23 

445 1 

i »834 

5 

0 

2,314 10 

0 

4,148 15 

0 ! 

1823-24 

565 

1,063 

0 

0 

2,207 0 

0 

3,270 

0 

0 

1824-25 

573 

1,086 

5 

0 ' 

2,107 5 

0 

3,193 

10 

0 

1825-26 

. . 712 

2,341 

0 

0 

3 , 3^>5 10 

0 

5,706 

10 

0 

1 

1826-27 

728 

2,114 

10 

0 i 

3,028 5 

0 

5,142 

15 

0 

1827-28 

•• j 731 

2,276 

10 

0 . 

3,664 5 

0 

5,940 

15 

0 i 

1828-29 

.• 612 

1,222 

15 

0 1 

2,662 10 

0 

3»88o 

5 

0 

1829-30 

• • 1 483 

1,493 

0 

0 ! 

1 

2,847 15 

0 

4,340 

15 

0 

1830-31 

.. 1 389 

1,436 15 

0 

1 

2,284 10 

0 

3,721 

5 

0 ' 

1 

1 


(a) Fees were abolished on Private Account in 1815$ but no regular account of what was received subsequently 
was kept until May 1817. 


East-India House* 
11 August 1831 . 
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— No, 37. 

Certificatls, or Certificates fur Ships and Persons proceeding* to the East-Indies ; distin- 
Majesty and the East-India C-ompany, from those received on account of Private Merchants 
for Fees ; specifying the Total Amount and the Number of Persons of each Class in each Year, 


IV. 

MCENSKS, 

&e. 

For Shi])s and 
Persons. 


1 FHIVATE MERCHANTS and OTHERS. 

1 LICENSES or CERTIFICATES for SHIPS. 

Number uf 
I*cr«>onB. 

1 

Amount of 
.STAMPS. 

1 Amount of 
FEES. 

\ 

TOTAL. 

1 

Numlier of ' 
Ships. 

Amount of 
STAMPS. 

Amount of 
FEES. 

TOTAL. 

! £. 

1 

£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

1 

1 

a. ' 

1 1 

! £. s. d. £. s. t/.A 

1 * 


. — 



‘ 



- 

-* 


— 


— 


_ 

— 


^>39 

1,405 5 

0 

1,453 

10 

0 

2,858 

15 

0 

146 

620 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

1,3.50 10 

0 


r >35 

1,191 15 

0 

L 339 

0 

0 

2,530 

15 

0 

170 

722 

10 

0 

850 0 0 

1.572 10 

0 


580 

971 5 

0 

1,342 

0 

0 

2,313 

.5 

0 

89 

378 

5 

0 

445 0 0 

823 5 

0 

1 062 

1 

1,029 10 

0 

‘.438 

0 

0 

a.467 

10 

0 

95 

403 

0 

0 

475 0 0 

878 0 

0 

; Cr,,'} 

1,114 15 

0 

1,652 

0 

0 

2,766 

15 

0 

103 

437 

15 

0 

515 0 0 

9.52 1.5 

0 


722 

1,228 10 

0 

2,021 

10 

0 

3,250 

0 

0 

92 

391 

0 

0 

460 0 0 

851 0 

0 


665 

948 15 

0 

1.750 

0 

0 

g,6g8 

15 

0 

31 

131 

15 

0 

155 0 0 

286 15 

0 


724 

1,104 10 

0 j 

2,338 

0 

0 

1 

3.442 

10 

0 



— 


— 

— 



687 

».>U 15 

0 

2,006 

10 

0 

j 3,121 

5 

0 



— 



— 



G88 

1,227 15 

0 1 

1 2,155 

0 

0 

1 3.382 

15 

0 

— 


— 



— 



828 

1.374 »5 

0 

2,263 

10 

0 

i 3.638 

5 

0 

-- i 

1 


— 

1 

— 

— 



.'593 

999 5 

0 

>.599 

0 

0 

2.598 

5 

0 i 

1 ^ 

i 


— 


— 

— 



fill 

843 10 

0 

1,605 

0 

0 

2,448 

10 

0 

i — ' 


— 


— 

— 


i 

545 

870 15 

0 

1.473 

10 

0 

2.344 

5 

0 

1 ( 


— 

1 

— 

— 



(6) LicenwB were not required subsequently to 1829-21. 


(Errors excepted) 


P. AUBER, 
Secretary. 
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IV. 

LIOICNSKS, 

&C. 

TSecurity Bonds. 


Appendix, No 38. 

A Statement exhibiting the Number and Amount in Value of all Security Bonds 
exacted by the East-India Company from Persons proceeding to the East-Indics in 
each Year, from the lOth of April 1814 to the 10th of April 1831 ; distinguishing the 
Bonds exacted from Parties in the Service of the East-India Company from those 
exacted from Private Persons; and specifying the Cases, if any, in which Prosecutions 
have been instituted for the Penalties of Breaches of such Bonds, and the Amount of 
such Penalties rec(»ived. 


Parties in the East-India Company’s Service. 


YEARS. 

Number of 

i 

1 Amount ot 

Bonds. 

t Penalty. 



£. 

1 

1814-15 •• 


46,500 

1815-16 . . 

94 

72,500 

1816-17 .. 

89 

63,500 

1817-18 

82 

107,500 

1818-19 .. 

91 

74,000 

1819-20 . . 

96 

82,500 

1820-21 

12.5 

107,000 

1821-22 .. 

X 43 1 

96,000 

1822-23 . . 

117 : 

108,500 

1823-24 .. 

1 99 

83.500 

1 824-25 . . 

i 

i 79»500 

1825-26 .. 

142 

1 136,000 

1826-27 .. 

188 

142,000 

1827-28 .. 

! '34 j 

141,500 

1828-29 .. 

97 

91,500 

1829-30 .. 

99 1 

1 13,000 

1830.31 .. 

’ 65 

82,500 


Private Persons. 


YEARS. 

Number of 
Bonds. 

1 

Amount of 
Penalty. 


1 

1 

j 

£. . 

1814-15 .. 

! a 76 

132,700 

1815-16 .. 

336 

185,400 

1816-17 . . 

308 

152,500 

1817-18 .. 

324 

104,600 

1818-19 .. 

289 

135,400 

1819-20 .. 

280 

113,200 

1820-21 .. 

316 

139 » 3 ^>^> 

1821*22 .. 

i 330 

131,000 

1822-23 .* j 

1 371 

157,200 

1823-24 .. 

! 368 

157»500 

1824-25 .. 

' 396 

188,800 

1825-26 . . 

332 

174,700 

1826-27 . . 

354 

170,200 

1827-28 . . 

410 

193,700 

1828-29 . . 

1 328 

145,200 

1829-30 . . 

1 281 

131,200 

1830-31 .. 

268 

101,900 


No Prosecutions have been instituted for the Penalties of Breaches of these Bonds. 


East-India House, (Errors excepted) 

11 August 1831 . p. AUBER, 

Secretary* 
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V. 

HKYENU B 
AND JUDICIAL 

SYSTEM. Appendix^ No. 39* 

itammohnn^ Ro}r s QQpy of COMMUNICATIONS between Rammouun Rov and the Board of 
Controlt relative to the Revenue and Judicial System of India. 


ON THE REVENUE SYSTEM OP INDIA. 


Question. 1 . By wliat tenure is land held in the provinces with whicli you are 
acquainted ? 

Answer, In the provinces of Bengal, Bchar* and part of Orissa (Midnapoor), land is 
now held by a class of persons called zamlndars (i. e. landholders), who are entitled to 
perpetual hereditary possessions, on condition of paying to government a certain revenue, 
tixed on their respective lands. This is tenned the zamindary system. But in the ceded 
and conquered provinces, belonging to the presidency of Fort William, no fixed agree- 
ment has yet been made with the zamiudars, as to the amount of assessment ; conse- 
quently their estates are not in their own hands, but under the immediate man^cment of 
government, and subject to fresh assessments from time to time, at its discretion. 

In the Madras presidency the revenue is, for the greater part, collected directly from 
the cultivators (called ryots^, according to the rate fixed on the different dewriptions of 
land in various situations, l)y the government revenue officers. These cultivators may 
retain possession as long as tJiey pay the revenue demanded from them. 

Q. 2, By what tenure was laud held under the former government f 

A. Under the Mahommedan government lands were held by hereditary right on the 
zamindary system (though the revenue was sometimes arbitrarily increased), and the 
zamiudars were considered as having a right to their respective estates, so long as they 
paid the public revenue. They wore at the same time responsible for any breach of the 
peace committed within the limits of their estates. In this manner man^ estates, some of 
which can yet be referred to, sucli as Vishnapore, Nuddea, &c., continued in the same 
family for several centuries. 

Q. 3. Do persons of all religious sects hold by the same tenure? 

A, No religious or other distinctions were observed under the former government, in 
regard to the holding of land ; at present Europeans arc interdicted by law from becom- 
ing proprietors of land, except within the jurisilietion of tlie British courts of law at the 
three presidencies, Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. 

Q. 4. Are the estates most usually large or small ? 

A. In the Bengal presidency the estates are many of them considerable, and there are 
many others of various smaller sizes. Butin the Madras presidency, where the revenue is 
collected directly from the cultivators, the district is generally divided into small farms. 


Q. 5. Do the proprietors cultivate their own estates, or let them to tenants? 


A. To the best 
by the proprietors 


of my knowledge almost all the land in the Bengal presidency is let out 
in farms, on a larger or smaller scale. 

® Q. 6. On 
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Q. 6. On what terms are the farms rented? 

A. TThe farms are frequently rented by the zamindar himself to cultivators, often on 
lease for payment of a certain fixed rent ; and frequently the zamindar lets the whole or 
a great part of his zaniindaiy to respectable individuals, who realize the rents from the 
cultivators according to the contracts previously made with them by the zamindar^, or 
subsequently by these middlemen. 


V. 

RKVENUli: 
AND JUDICIAL 
SYSTEM. 


Rammohun Roy's 
Opinions. 


Q. 7* Docs the ordinary rate of rent seem to press severely on the tenants ? 

A. It is considered in theory that the cultivator pays half the produce to the lanil* 
holder, out of which half* ten-elevenths or nine-tentlis constituic the revenue paid to go- 
vermnent, and one-tenth or one-eleventh the net rent of the landholder. This half of 
the produce is a very heavy demand upon the cultivator, after he has borne the whole 
expense of seed and cultivation ; but in practice, under the permanent settlement since 
17^3, the landholders have adopted every measure to raise tne rents, by means of the 
power put into their hands. 


Q, 8. Under the former government had the cultivator apy right in the soil, 
to cultivate in perpetuity, on paying a fixed rent, not subject to be increased i 
A. In former limes khud-kasht ryots (/. ci cultivators of the lands of their own village), 
were -considered as having an absolute right to continue the possession of their lands in 
per|)etuity, on payment of a certain fixed rent, not liable' to be increased.^ But under an 
arbitrary government, without any regular administration of justice, their acknowledged 
rights were often trampled upon. From a reference to the laws and the histories of the 
country, I believe that lands in India were individual property in ancient times. The 
right of property seems, however, to liave been violated oy the Mahoniincdan conquerors 
in practice ; and when the British power succeeded that of the Mahommedans, the former 
naturally adopted and followed up the system which w^as found to be in force, and they 
established it both in theory and practice. 


Q. 9. Are the tenants now subjected to frequent increases of rent? 

A. At the time when the permanent settlement was fixed in Bengal (1793), government 
recognized the zamindars (landholders) as having alone an unqualified proprietary right in 
the soil, but no such right as belonging to the cultivators (ryots). [U/dc Beg. I. & VIII, 
of 1793, the foundation of the permanent settlement.] 

But by article 2d, of section GO, of Regulation VIII. of 1793, government declared that 
no one sliould cancel the pottahs (1. c. the title deeds), fixing the rates of payment for tho 
lands of the khud-kasht ryots (peasants cultivating the lands of their own village), 
except upon proof that they had been obtained by collusion or, tliat the rents paid 
by them within the last three years had been below tlic nirk-bandfi (general rate) of tho 
purgunnah” (particular part of the district where the land is situated) ; or, that they 
had obtained collusive deductions or, upon a general measurement of the pur- 
gunnah, for the purpose of equalizing and correcting the assessment.'' In practice 
ho w-ever, under one or other of the preceding four conditions, the landholders (zamindars) 
through their local influence and intrigues, easily succeeded in completely setting aside the 
rights, even of the khud-kasht cultivators, and increased their rents. 


Q. 10. In what manner was the revenue assessed by government upon each 
estate, and upon what principle at the time of the permanent settlement ? 

A. In the province of Bengal, at the time of the permanent settlement (in 1793), tho 
amount of revenue which had been paid on each estate (zamindary) in the preceding year, 
was taken as a standard of assessment, subject to certain modifications : estates (taafciks) 
which had paid a revenue directly to government for the twelve years previous, without 

2 L 2 fluctuation. 



«60 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


V. 

RKVSNUB fluctuation, were to be assessed at that rate; and the principle of that assessment was 

AND JUDICIAL considered to be nearly one-half of the gross produce. In Behar and other plaees4he 

SYSTEM. gross amount of the rents arising from an estate was fixed upon as the rate of government 

assessment, allowing, however, a deduction of 10 per cent, to the landholder (zamindarj, 

Rammohun Roy’s in the name of proprietor’s dues (malikanah)^ and also something for the expense of col- 

Opinions. lecting the rents, &c. In the upper provinces attached to the Ben^l presidency, as 

before observed, no settlement has yet been concluded with the zamindars (landholders). 
The estates (zamindai^s) are sometimes let out by government to the highest bidder, to 
farmers of revenue on leases of a few years, and in other cases the rents are collected from 
the cultivators by the government officers. 

Q. 11. On what principle do the proprietors of land regulate tlie rate of rent 
paid by the tenant ? 

A. The different fields or plots of ground on an estate, are classed into first, second, 
third and fourth quality, and certain rates per bigah (a well known land measure in India) 
are affixed to them respectively, agreeably to the established rates in the district. These 
rate* arc considered as a standard in settling the rent to be paid by tlie cultivators; but as 
the precise quality of land is always liable to dispute, and fields may be classed in the first, 
second, third or fourth quality, according to^the discretion of the zamindars, or goveni- 
ment surveyors ; and the measurement is also liable to variation, through the ignorance, 
ill-will or intentional errors of Ijiip measurers. There is in practice no fixed standard to 
afford security to the cultivators for the rate or amount of rent demandable from them, 
although such a standard is laid down in theory » 

Q. 12. Is the rent any specific proportion of the gi‘Oss produce of the land? 

A. In theory the rent is estimated, as I before observed, at half the gross produce of 
the land; it is often increased, however, much boy ond that amount by various means ; but 
in places peculiarly subject to have the crops destroyed by sudden inundation, or any 
other casualty, villagers cultivate generally on condition of receiving half the gross pro- 
duce, and delivering the other half to the landlord (zamindar). 

Q. 13. Is the rent paid in money, in agricultural produce, or in labour? 

A. The rent is generally paid in money, except under peculiar circumstances, when the 
agreement is to pay half the gross produce as rent ; and it is sometimes paid by labour, 
when some of the villagers enter the service of the landlord (zamindar) on condition of 
holding certain lands in lieu of their services. 

Q. 14. If any money or produce, at what periods of the year, and in what 
proportions ? 

A* The money-rent is usually paid by monthly instalments, the heaviest payments 
being made when the harvest is realized, and the payments in produce, of course 
exclusively at that season. 

Q. 15. Is the revenue in many instances collected by government directly from 
the cultivators, and not from the proprietors, or any set of middlemen ? 

A. Yes, very commonly in the Madras presidency, and sometimes in the ceded and 
conquered provinces, as aoove observed (Ques. 10). Also when lands advertised sale, 
in order to realize arrears of revenue, do not find purchasers, they may remaui tem- 
porarily on the hands of government. 

Q. 16. In the event of a proprietor or cultivator falling into arrears in his 
instalments of revenue, what means are adopted by the government for realizing it ? 

A. Various 
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A. Various modes have been adopted; but the usual mode now followed with respect 
to landholders (zamindars) is^ that at the expiration of every third month of the revenue 
year^ should any balance of revenue remain unpaid^ tlie estate in arrear may be advertised 
for sale. 


Q. 17. Is the person of the proprietor liable to be arrested for the revenue ? 

A. Should the arrear of revenue due not be realized by the sale of the estate, the 
person of the proprietor may be seized. 


V. 

REVKNUK 
AND JUDICIAL 
SYSTEM. 


Ratntnohun Roy*$ 
Opinions. 


Q. 18. What proportion of the revenue may fall into arrear in one year, or 
what proportion of land may bo subject to legal process by the public authorities 
for its recovery ? 

A. Perhaps two-fifths or one-half of the whole revenue are usually in arrear, on an 
average, takmg the whole year round, and more than one-half of the estates are adver- 
tised for sale every year, but comparatively few are actually sold, as many of the pro- 
prietors contrive, when pressed by necessity, to raise the money by loan or otherwise. 

Q. 19. In the event of the tenants falling into arrear with their rents, what 
means do the proprietors adopt for rjpalizing it ? 

A. . They distrain their moveable property, with some exceptions, by the assistance of 
the police officers, and get it sold by means of the judicial authorities. 

Q. 20. Do the courts afford the same facilities to the proprietors for recover- 
ing their rents, as to the government for realizing its revenue ? 

A. When the revenue of an estate falls into arrear, the government, of its own autho- 
rity, sells the property. But the proprietor cannot sell the property of a cultivator, 
except by means of the judicial authority, which, however, generally expedites the 
recovery of such balances. 

Q. 21. In the event of a sale of land for revenue, what mode does the collector 
adopt in bringing it to sale ? 

A. When, at the end of the revenue quarter or year, as before explained, a balance 
remains due, a notice is put up in the collector’s office (Cutcherry^, announcing that the 
lands are to be sold, unless the balance of revenue be paid up within a certain period. 
On the expiration of this period, the lands may be sold to the highest bidder at public 
auction by the collector, under the sanction of the Board of Revenue. 

Q. 22. What period of indulgence is given to the defaulter before the sale 
takes place ? 

A. A space of from one month to six weeks, and not less than the former period, 
from the time of advertising, is idlowed for paying up the arrears before the sale can 
actually take place. 

Q. 23. What previous warning is given to him to pay up his arrears ; what 
length of notice of the intended sale is given to the public, and in what mode is 
the notice published ? 

A. ‘l^rst, the collector sends a written order to the defaulting^ landholder, demanding 
payment of the arrears due ; failing this, a catalogue of the various estates for sale is 
mserted in the Government Gazette, and the particulars of each are advertised in the 
office of the collector, and of the judicial court, and the Board of Revenue. 

Q. 24. What, class of persons become the principal purchasers ? 

A. Frequently 
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A. Frequently other landlords become purchasers, and sometimes the proprietors 
themselves, in the name of a trusty agent ; sometimes persons engaged in trade, and 
sometimes the native revenue officers, m the name of their confidential friends. 


iimmohun Roy's 
Opinions. 


Q. 25. What proportion of tlie land is purcliased by the revenue officers ? 

A. The proportion purchased by the revenue officers is now, comparatively, very 
small. 


Q. 20, Do they conduct the sales fairly, or turn their official influence to thdr 
own private advantage ? 

A. As such publicity is not given to the notices of sales as the local circumstances require, 
native revenue officers have sometimes an opportunity, if they choose, of effecting pur- 
chases at a reduced price ; since the respectable natives in general, living in the country', 
arc not in the habit of reading the Government Gazette, or of attending the public 
offices ; and in respect to estates of which the business is transacted by agents, by a col- 
lusion with them the estates are sometimes sold at a very low price.. 

Q. 27* Can you suggest any plan ^r obviating abuses of this kind ? 

A. 1st. The advertisements or notices of sale should first be regularly sent to the parties 
interested, at their own residences, not merely delivered to their agents. 2dly. They 
should be fixed up, not only in the government offices, but in the chief market places and 
ferries (ghats) of the district, also in those of the principal towns, such as Calcutta, 
Patna, Murshodabad, Benares, Caw^npore. 3dly. The police officers should be required 
to take care that the notices remain fixed up in all these situations, from the first an- 
nouncement till the period of sale. 4thly. llie day and hour of sale being precisely 
fixed, the biddings for an estate should be allowed to go on for a specific peri^, not less 
tlian five minutes, that all intending purchasers may have an opportunity of making an 
offer ; and the lapse of tliat period should be determined by a proper measure of time, as 
a sand-glass, placed on the public table, for gei^ral satisfaction. 

Q, 28. When a cultivator fails to pay his rent, does the proprietor distrain or 
take possession of the tenant's moveables by bis own power, or by applying to 
any legal authority? 

A. Already answered {see Ques, 19). 

Q. 29. Does the legal authority seize upon botii the moveable and immoveable 
property, and the person of tlic tenant, for his rent ? 

A. 1st. On a summary application to tlie police, the moveable property of the tenant, 
with some exceptions, is distrained by the help of the police ^oers. 2dly. By tlie 
ordinary judicial process, the immoveable pro]'>erty of the tenant may be attached, and his 
person arrested, for the recovery of the rent. 

Q. 30. What is the condition of the cultivator under the present cemindary 
system of Bengal, and ryotwary 8y.stem of the Madras presidency ? 

A. Under both systems the condition of the cultivators is very miserable; in the one 
they are placed at the mercy of the'zamindaFs avarice and ambition, in the otW l||(by are 
subjected to the extortions and intrigues of the surveyors and other government revenue 
officers : 1 deeply compassionate both, with this difference, in regard to the agricultural 
peasantry of llengal, that there the landlords have met wtth indulgence. from government 
jn the assessment of their revenue, while no part of this indulgence is extended towards 
the pour cultivators. In an abundant season, when the price ^ com is low, the sale of 

their 
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their whole crops is required to meet the demands of the landholder^ leaving little or 
iiotliing for seed or subsistence to the labourer or his family. 

Q. 31. Can you propose any plan of improving the state of the cultivators and 
inhabitants at large ? 

A . The new system acted upop during the last forty years having enabled the latidholders 
to ascertain the full measurement of the lands to their own satisfaction^ and by successive 
exactions, to raise the rents of the cultivators to the utmost possible extent, Ihe very least 
1 can propose, and the least which government can do for bettering the condition of the 
peasantry, is absolutely to interdict any further increase of rent on any pretence whatso- 
ever; particularly on no consideration to allow the present settled and recognized extent 
of the land to be disturbed by pretended re-measurements ; as in forming the permanent 
settlement (Reg. I. of 1793, sec. 8, art, 1st), the government declared it to be its right 
and its duty to protect the cultivators, as being in their situation most holpless>” and 
that the landlord should not be entitled to make any objection on this account. Even 
in that Re^ilatiori (VIII. of 1793, sec. GO, art, 2d), the government plainly acknowledged 
the principle of the kliud-kasht cultivators having a perpetual right in the lands which 
they cultivated ; and accordingly enacted that th<^ should not be dispossessed, or have 
their title-deeds cancelled, except in certain specified cases, applicable of course to that 
period of general settlement (1793^, and not extending to a period of forty years after- 
wards. If government can succeed in raising a sufficient revenue otherwise by means of 
duties, &c. or by reducing their establishments, particularly in the revenue department, 
tliey may then in the districts where the rents are very high, reduce Uie rents payable by 
the cultivators to the landholders, by allowing to the latter a proportionate reduction. 
On this subject I beg to refer to a paper (Appendix A.) which I drew up some time 
before leaving Bengm, which, with some additional liints and quotations, is subjoined. 


V. 

REVKNUE 
AND JL'D1C1\I. 
.S\STKM.^ 


llaramohun Jtoy‘s 
Opinions. 


Q. 32. Are the zamindars in the habit of farming out their estates to middle- 
men, in order to receive their rents in an aggregate sum, authorizing the middlemen 
to collect the rent from under tenants ; and if so, how do the middlemen treat tlie 
cultivators ? 

A. Such middlemen are frequently employed, and are much less merciful than tlie 
zamindars. 


Q. 33. When the cultivators are oppressors by the zamindars, or middlemen, 
are the present legal authorities competent to afford redress ? 

A . The judicial authorities being few in number, and often situated at a great distance, 
and the landholders and middlemen being in general possessed of great local influence and 
pecuniary means, while the cidtivators are too poor and too timid to undertake the 
hazardous and expensive enterprize of seeking redress, I regret to say that the legal pro- 
tection of the cultivators is not at all such as could be desired. 


Q. 34. Can you suggest any change in the revenue or judicial system which 
might secure justice and protection to the cultivators against the oppression of 
the zamindars, middlemen, or officers of government T 
A. I have already suggested (eee Q. 31.) that no further measurements or increase of 
rent, on any pretence i^atever, should be allowed. 2dly. Public notices in the current 
language of tne people, stating these two points, should l^e stuck up in every village ; and 
the poRce officers should be required to take care that these notices remain fixed up at 
least twelve months, and to prevent any infringement thereof, on receiving information of 
any attempt at re-measurement on the part of any landholder (zamindar), &c. 3dly. Any 
native judicial commissioner for small debts (muiisif), who is authorized to sell distrained 

property 
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property for the recovery of rent, should be required not to proceed to sale unless fully 
satisfied that the demand of the zamindar had not exceeded the rate paid in the preceding 
year ; and if not satisfied of this, he should immediately release the property by applica- 
tion to the police. 4thly. That the judge or magistrate be required to hold a court one 
day in the week for cases of this kind, and on finding any zamindar guilty of demanding 
more than the rent of the preceding years, should subject such offender to a severe 
fine ; and on discovering any police officer or liative commissioner guilty of connivance or 
neglect, he should subjwt them to fine and dismissal from office. 5thly. The judge or 
magistrate in each district should be directed to make a tour of the district once a year in 
the cold season, in order to .see that the above laws and regulations for the protection of 
the poor peasantry are properly carried into effect, (ith and lastly. The collector should 
be required to prepare a general register of all the cultivators, containing their names, their 
respective portions of land and respective rents as permanently fixed according to tlio 
system proposed. 


Q. 35. Is the condition of the cultivators improved witliin your recollection of 
the country? 

A. According to the best of my recollection and belief, their condition has not been 
improving in any degree. 

Q. 36, Has the condition of the proprietors of land improved under the present 
system of assessment? 

A. Undoubtedly : their condition has been much improved, because being secured by 
the permanent settlement against further demands of revenue, in proportion to the im- 
provement of their estates, they have in consequence brought the waste lands into culti- 
vation, and raised tlie rents of tlieir tenantry, and thus increased their own incomes, as 
well as the resources of the country. 

Q. 37. Has the government sustained any loss by concluding the permanent 
scHtlemi^t of 17‘33 in Bengal, Behar, and part of Orissa, without taking more 
time to ascertain the net produce of the laud, or waiting for further increase 
of revenue? 

A. The amount of assessment fixed on the lands of these provinces at the time of the 
permanent settlement (1793^ was as high as had ever be^n assessed, and in many instances 
higher than had ever been before realized by the exertions of any government, Mahom- 
medan or British ; therefore the government sacrificed nothing in concluding that settle- 
ment. If it had not been formed, the landholdera (zamindars) would always have taken 
care to prevent the revenue from increasing by not bringing the waste lands into cultivation, 
and by collusive arrangements to elude further demands ; while the state of the cultivators 
would not have been at all better than it is now. However, if the government had taken 
the whole estates of the country into its own hands, as in the ceded and conqucrcxl pro- 
vinces and the Madras presidency, then, by allowing the landholders only ten per cent, on 
the rent (malikinah}, and securing all the rest to the government, it might no doubt have 
increased the revenue for a short time. But the whole of the landlords in the country 
would then have been reduced to the same wretched condition as they are at pre- 
sent in the ceded and conquored provinces of the Bengal presidency, or rather anni- 
hilated, as in many parts of the Madras territory, and the whole population reduced to 
the same level of poverty ; at the same time, the temporary increase of revenue to 
government, under its own immediate management, would also have soon fallen off, 
through the misconduct and negligence of the revenue officers, as shown by innu- 
merable instances in which the estates were kept khas, i, c under the immediate maimge- 
ment of government. 


Q. 38. Why 
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Q. S8; Why are lands ao frequently sold for arrears of Tevonue, and transferred 
firom 0iie set of hands to another? 

A. For teh or twelve years after the introduction of the permanent settlement, the old 
zaminrlars, from adhering to their ancient habits of managing their estates by agents, 
and neglecting their own affairs, very soon lost a great part of their lands, and some the 
whole ; the ]}urchasers, by their active exertions and outlay of capital, improved many of 
their estates, and increased their own fortune ; but many of their heirs and successors 
again becoming less active and more extravagant, by rivalry with each other in nuptial 
entertainments, funeral rites, and other i*eligious ceremonies, frequently ran into debt, 
and brought their estates again into the market. 
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Q. 39 and 40. Do fbe lands sold for arrears usually realize the revenue claimed 
by government, and fetch their full value; if not, what is the cause of the 
depreciation? 

A. They generally realize the revenue duo from them; not always, however, as they are 
.sold sometimes even below the amount of arrears due by the proprietors, oaving to the want 
of duo publicity, and consequent absence of competitors, or some Miusive sales of the 
estate, as before observed. (tSee Answer to Question 26.) 

Q. 41. After the sale of the lands, should the arrears be realized, does the 
government seize upon the person of the proprietor ? 

A. Yes, the government seizes his person, and any other property government may 
discover him to be possessed of is sold. 

Q. 42. If so, is there any limit to his confinement, except payment of the debt ? 

A. There is no specified limit to the best of my recollection; bii i fter government is 
satisfied that he has given up all his property, he may obtain his release from its 
humanity. 

Q. 43. Have the cultivators any means of accumulating capital under the 
present system ? 

A. Certainly not ; very often, when grain is abundant, and therefore cheap, they are 
obliged, as already observed, to sell their whole produce to satisfy the demands of their 
landlords, and to subsist themselves by their own labour. In scarce and dear years they 
may be able to retain .some portion of the crop to form a part of their subsistence, but 
by no means enough fur the whole. In short, such is the melancholy condition of the 
agricultural labourers, that italways gives me the greatest pain to allude to it. 

Q. 44. When the government makes an assessment on the fields of the culti- 
vators, by means of numerous subordinate ofKcers, is there any effectual mode of 
preventing collusion, embezzlement or oppression in the valuing and measuring of 

thelande? 

A. I it, is almost impossible under that system, carried on as it must be by 
means ^ a vaj|3fc aamber of individuals who are generally poor and have no character to 
support. From tbeir mismanagement, not only the cuf tivators suffer, but ultimately the 
government itaelf, from the faRing off in the revenue, under a system which at once 
pr^es people, qnd exhausts die resources of the country. However, if the 

goverum^t would take the survey and assessmeod of one of^tbe preceding years as a 
standard, and prevent any future measurement . and asfeManeat, it would relieve the 

cultivators 
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AND JUDICIAL of the district should be authorized to grant reduction to any cultivator subjected to over- 

SYSTEM. measurement, on being petitioned and on personally ascertaining such to have occurred. 

Rammohun ROy's Q. 45. Are collectors generally competent to superintend personally the 

Opinions. revenue affairs of their district ? 

A. From the heat of the climate, and from the difficulty of transacting business in a 
language which is foreign to them, the collectors in ^neral, for the above reasons, must 
stand in need of aid from others, whom they employ as instruments in conducting the 
details ; at the same time they have so little intercourse or acquaintance with the native 
inhabitants, that they must naturally depend chiefly on two or three persons who are 
around them, in whom they generally place confidence, and consequently these few, who 
have no chance of bettering their condition, from the trifling salaries allowed them, some- 
times consult their own interests rather than those of the government or the people. 

Q. 46. Are the collectors vested with sufficient power to perform effectually 
the duties attached to their office, or do they enjoy authority of an extent to be 
injurious to 4ie public ? 

A. Their powers are amply sufficient. The judicial authorities also are always re- 
quired by the Ilegulations of government, to afford them promptly every necessary 
assistance in the discham of their duties ; and many collectors are even invested with 
the additional office antrpowers of magistrates, contrary to the judicious system esta- 
blislied by Lord Cornwallis, and to the common principles of justice, as they thus 
became at once parties and judges in their own case ; consequently, such powers very 
often prove injurious to those who attempt to maintain their own rights against the 
claims of government, whose agents the collectors arc. I much regret such a wide devia- 
tion in principle from the system of Lord Cornwallis, as 1 think that system, with such 
modifications and improvements as time may suggest, should be maintained, as the basis 
of the rcvcni^ and judicial systems of India. 

Q. 47* Can you suggest any impr(ivement which might secure the rovoime 
govcriiinent and protection to the people ? 

A. The Regulations already in force are fully adequate to secure the government 
revenue. But to secure the people against any unjust exactions on the part of the 
revenue officers, I would propose, first, that the collectors should not by any means be 
armed with magisterial powers. Secondly, that any charge against the revenue officers 
should be at once investigated by the judicial courts to which they are subject, without 
reference to the number of cases on the file of the court, as has been the practice w'ith 
regard to causes in which the collectors are prosecutors, so that both parties may have 
an equal chance of legal redress. I’his seems to be the best remedy that presents itself 
under existing circumstances ; but, with the present system, I must repeat my fears, that 
redress will not always be attainable. 

Q. 48. Would it be injurious or beneficial to allow Europeans of capital to pur- 
chase estates and settle on them ? 

A. If Europeans of character and capital were allowed to settle in the country, with 

the 

^ Since writing the above; I happened to meet w'ith a gentleman from' Madras, of high 

talents and experience, who maintained that no further measurement oT Rssosstqent is at all 
allowed m the provinces bebnging to that presidency; 1 felt gratified at the teteBigence, and 
shall feel still more so to find it confirmed by the Regmations of ^yemment. ^ 
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the Dermission of the India Boards or the Court of Directors, or the local government, it 
would greatlv improve the resources of the country, and also the condition of the native 
inhabitants, bv showing them superior methods of cultivation, and the proper mode of 
treating their labourers and dependents. 

Q. 49. Would it be advantageous, or the reverse, to admit Europeans of all 
descriptions to become settlers ? 

A. Such a measure could only be regarded as adopted for the purpose of entirely 
supplanting the native inhabitants, and expelling them from the country ; because it is 
obvious that there is no resemblance between the higher and educated classes of Euro- 
peans, and the lower and uneducated classes. The uifterence in character, opinions and 
sentiments between the European and the Indian race, particularly in social and rcli> 
gious matters, is so great, that the two races could not peaceably exist together as one 
community, in a country conquered by the former, unless they were assimilated by constant 
intercourse, continued and increased for a long period of years, under a strong and rigorous 

S ystem of police in every village, large or small ; an establishment so expensive, however, 
lat the present revenues of India could not support it. Such assimilation has in some 
measure taken place at Calcutta, from the daily communication of many of the respectable 
members of both communities ; yet even in that capital, though the seat of government, 
and numerous police officers are placed at almost every one hundred yards, the common 
Europeans are often disposed to annoy the native inhabitants. By the above statement, 
I do not mean to convey that there are not any honest and industrious persons among 
the European labourers ; on the contrary, I believe, that amongst the very humblest 
of classes of stxsiety such characters are numerous : but, even in justice to them, I deem 
it right to state, that without capital they could not, in a hot country, compete with the 
native labourers, who are accustomed to the climate, and from their very diilerent habits 
of life in regard to food, clothes and lodging, can subsist on at least one-sixth, if not 
one-tenth, of what is required by an European labourer; consequently the latter would 
not find his situation at all imi^roved, but me very reverse, by emigrating to India. 

Q. 50. Would the judicial system, as at present established, be sufficient to 
control the European settlers in tlie interior of the country ? 

A. At i>resent British-born subjects are not amenable to the Company’s courts, except 
as regards small debts under 500 rupees (about £50), and for petty cases of assault. 
Consequently, under the present Regulations, the courts as now established are by no 
means competent to exercise any adequate control over British-born subjects in the 
interior. 


Q. 51. Would it be advisable to extend the jurisdiction of the King’s courts 
already established at the presidencies, or to augment their number, or to give 
greater power to the Company’s judges over the European settlers ? 

A. If the expenses, attending the King’s courts could be reduced to a level with the 
costs of the Company’s courts, it would he useful and desirable to increase the number 
of such courts, to the same extent as that of the Company’s courts of appeal at present, 
if Europeans of respectability are permitted to settle freely in the interior. But should 
such reouction of expense be impracticable, it seems necessary in that event to extend 
tiie power of the Company’s courts under the judicial servants of the Company. In the 
latter case these judicial servants should be regularly educated as barristers, in the prin- 
ciples^ of British law, or the British settlers must consent to be subject to the present 
description of iudkual officers, under such rules and regulations as the local government 
of Inoia establishes for the rest of the inhabitants of the country. With regard to the 
extension of the jurisdiction of the Kill’s courts idready established at the presidencies, 
although in these courts justice is, 1 think, ably administered, yet it is at an expense so 
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enormous to the parties, and to the community, that even so wealthy a city as Calcutta 
is unable to support its exorbitant costs, to which two successive grand juries have 
called the Htteiilion of the jwlges without any effect. 

Q. 52. How would the settlement, on a large scale, of Europeans of capital in 
the country improve its resources? 

A. As a largo sum of money now atiminlly drawn from India by Europeans retiring 
fn)m it with the fortunes realised there, a system which would encourage Europeans of 
capital to bc(K)me permanoi^t settlers with tlK?ir families, would necessarily greatly 
improve the resources of die country. 


Q. 53. Is there any portion of land in die provinces with wludi you are ac- 
quainted free from public assessment ? 

A. Tliere is land of this description, and in some districts to considerable extent. 


Q. 54. Have any measures been adopte<l by government to ascertain the 
validity of the title by which such lands art* held free from assessment ? or have 
any of them been resumed, and under what circumstances ? 

A. Ill Regulation XIX. of 1793, Lord Cornwallis, the Governor- General in Council, 
directed tlie revenue collectors to enquire into the validity of the titles of such laiids ; 
and ill case of there being any doubt as to their validity, to institute prosecutions so as 
to have them judicially investigated ; and in the event of the parties in possession of the 
land failing to establish a valid title in the court, the lauds might, by a decree of the 
court, be resumed by the collectors on bclialf of government. But the government 
declared, in the preamble of that Regulation, that no holder of such tax-free (t^hiraj) 
lauds should be deprived of them, or subjected to revenue, until his title should be judici- 
ally investigated, and ‘'adjudged invalid by a final judicial decree.’* However, 1 feel 
bound to add, that in 182N, by Rc^gulatioii ill. of that year, the revenue coUector in each 
district was authorized to dispossess the? holders of such tax-free lands by his own authority, 
without reference to any judicial court, if the collector should be of opinion, after such 
inquiry as might satisfy himself, that the title of the proprietor was not valid. It is 
therein enacted. See. 4. Art. 1, that “ such decision of the collector sliall have the force 
and eft'ect of a decree.** Also Art. 2, that it shall not be necessary for him to trans- 
mit lus proceedings to the Board of Uovoiiue ; ’* but tlie party dispossessed might appeal. 
And by Art. 3, whether an appeal be filed or not, “ that it shall and may be lawful for 
the collector immediately to carry into effect his decision by attaching and assessing the 
lands.” This Regulation prmluced great alarm and distrust amongst the natives of 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, many of whom petitioned against the principle of one party, 
who lays claim to the land, dispossessing an actual possessor at his own discretion ; and 
Lord Williazu Bentinck, though he has not rescinded the Regulation, has suspended the 
immediate execution of it for the present. 

London, 19th August 1831. RAMMOHUN ROY. 


Appendix (A.) 

FIRST PAPER on the Revenue System of India. 

Variotjs opinions are entefrtoined by indlvidualB with regard to the Pejjrpetual Sottjl^- 
ment of Public Revenue, conolu^d according to Regulation 1. of L793, ?|||th proprietors 
of land in ‘the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and arguments res^tg pn different 
principles have been adduced for and against this system ^ no room is tlfefefore left for 

throwing 
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throwing^ a«y o»w U^t on tho »ubj^tf We, however, may safely advance so for as t-o 
admit the settleoiaiit to bo advaata(’'o<ais to botli the coutroeth^g parties, though not per- 
haps in equal proporikHi. 

2. To convince ourselves in Uie first instance of the accuracy of the opinion, that the 
perpetual settlement luis proved advantageous to goveruiueut, a w^ferenci^ to the revenue 
records of the former aiul present rulers will I think sulli« o. No instance can bo shown 
in those records, in which sum assessed and anmiaHy expected from these provinces 
was ever collected with etpial aflvaiilage prior to the yxw 17^3. To avoiil the demand 
of ati increase of revenue on tlio part of government, proprietors in general used tjicu 
wilfully to neglect the cidtivation, which very often proved utterly ruinous to theinselves, 
and excessively inconvenient to government, in managing, farming, or selling such estates 
for the purpose of realizing their revenues. 

3. Such persons as have directed their attention to the revenue records of government, 
must have been struck with the extreme dillercnce existing between the rate of value at 
which estates usually sold prior to the year i7‘>3, or even for several years subsequent to 
that period, and the common price which the disposal of those estates now obtains to 
government or individuals at public or private s«iles ; and it will not, 1 believe, be alleged 
that I am far wrong, when I say tliattnis increase in general may be reckoned tenfold, and 
in some instances twenty. This enormous augmentation of the price of land is principally 
to be* attributed to the extensive cultivation of waste lands which has taken place in every 
part of the country, and to the rise of rents payable by the cultivators, and not to any 
other cause that 1 can trace. 
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4. It is true the common increase of wealth has an irresistible tendency to augment 
the price, without improving change in the property ; but when we reflect on the extent 
of overwhelming poverty throughout the country (towns and their vicinity excepted), we 
cannot admit tliat increase of wealth in general has been the cause of the actual rise in 
the value of laiidcHl estates. 'J'o those who have ever made a tour of these provuices, 
either on public duty or from motives of curiosity, it is well kiiowru that w ithin a circle of 
a hundred miles in any part <A' the country, there are to be found very few, if any, 
besides proprietors of land, that have the least pretension to wealtli or independence, or 
even the common comforts of life. 

5. It has been asserted, and perhaps justly, that much of the increased wealth of 
Bengal in late years, is to be ascribed to the opening of the trade in IS 14, thereby 
occasioning a greatly-increased demand for the produce of lands. In as far, however, 
as this cause may have operated to increase w*oalth, it is confined to landlords and dealers 
in commodities. 


6. Besides, government appropriates to itself an eiU)nnous duty on the transit and 
exportation of the produce of the soil, whidi has, since the period of ihb perpetual settle- 
ment, increased to a great amount from the exertions of the proprietors, in extending 
and improving cultivation, under the assurance that no demuiid of an increase of 
revenue would be made upon them, on account of the progressive productiveness of their 
estates. 

7. In the second place, that the perpetual settlement has been conducive to the interest 
of tbe proprietors of land, is a fact acknowledged by all parties, and is fully evident on 
reference to the present and former revenue registers. The benefit which the proprietors 
enjoy is princmally o«ving to two circumstances; first, the extended cultivation of waste 
lands wliich formerly yielded no rent ; secondly, subsequent increase of rents, much , 
beyond those rates paid by cultivators at the time ot the perpetual scttli‘ment, in 
de&mce of the rights of khud-kasht ryots, that is, such villagers as cultivate on lease the 
land that belongs to the village.^ 

8. None will, I thia'k, hesitate to rejoice jfc the augmentatioh of the incomes of pro- 

prietors 
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pHetors> diprived fr09i the oxtensioD of cultivation^ as overy*man is entitled by law and 
reason to enjoy fho fruits of his honest labour and gbod management. 'Biit as t6 the 
policy of vesting in the proprietors^ themselves exempted from any increase of tax, the 
power of augmiMiting rents due from their khud-kasht tenants, I must confess it td be a 
subject that requires examination. 

9. It is too true to . bo denied, that there was no regular system of administering 
justice, even in theory, under the government of the late rulers, and that there ‘ were 
few instances in which such humble individuals as khud-kasht ryots succeeded in bring- 
ing complaints against proprietors to the notice of higher authority. Nevertheless, their 
claims to the cuitivatioh of particular soils at fixed rates, according to their respective 
qualities, were always admitted, as the means of their livelihood, and inducements to 
continue to reside iii their native village ; although proprietors very often oppressively 
extorted from them sums of money, in addition to their rents, under the name of abwabs, 
or subscriptions, while on the other hand the ryots frequently obtained deductions 
through collusion with managers, acting in behalf of the proprietors. 

10. The measure adopted for the protection of khud-kasht tenants, in Article 2d. 
Sec. 60, Be". VIII, of 1793, was conditional, and has been consequently subject to 
violation. Hence they have benefited very little, if at all, by its provisions. 

11. The power of imposing new leases and rents, given to the proprietors by 
Reg. I. and VI II. of 1793^ and subsequent Regulations, has considerably enriched, com- 
paratively, a few individuals, the proprietors of land, to the extreme disadvantage, or 
rather ruin of millions of their . tenants ; and it is productive of no a4vaiitage to 
government. 

12. During the former system of government, proprietors in these and other provinces, 
contrary to the tenure by which lands are held in England, were required to pay a con- 
siderable proportion of tneir rents to the ruler of the country, whose arbitrary^ will was 
alone sufficient tp augment or reduce the rates of the revenue demaiidable from them, 
and who by despotic power might deprive them of their rights as proprietors, when they 
failed to pay the revenue unjustly alleged to be due from them: under these circum- 
stances, the situation of the proprietors was not in any respect on a more favourable 
footing than that of the khud-Kasht tenant ; and, cousequenUy, his right was not in any 
way analogous to those of a landlord in England. 

13. In short, there were three parties acknowledged to have had a fixed right in tile 
soil. 1st. The ryots, to cultivate the lands, and receive one-half of the produce in return 
for the seed and labour. 2dly. The government, in return for its general protection, to 
receive the other half, with the exception of one-tonth or cleventli, 3dly. The zamindars, 
or landholders, to receive that tenth or eleventh for their local protection, and for inter- 
vention between the government and ilie peasantry. 

14. With a view to facilitate the collection of revenue, and to encourage proprietors 
to improve their , estates, government liberally relieved tliem, in the year 1793, from 
the distress and difficulties originating in the imcertainty of assessment, by concluding 
a perpetual settlement with them. But 1 am at a loss to conceive why this indulgence 
was not extended to their tenants, by requiring proprietors to follow the exampe of 
government, in fixing a definite rent to be received from each cultivator, according 
to the average sum actually collected from him during a given tenn of years ; or why 
the feeling of compassion, excited by the miserable condition of the cultivators, dnes 
not now induce the government to fix a maximum standard, corresponding viiHx the sum 
of rent now paid by each cultivator in one year, and positively interdief/ ^any farther 
increase. 


15. Soine, however, doubt whether government can now assume the power of bettering 
the condition of this immense portion of its subjects, without violating the 'lobg-standing 

practice 



S6l»£eT qv the HOUSE OF COMMONS, m 

practiee of the country* i^nd the principles laid down in their existing Regulations^ at least 
for the last fort^ yOars ; but I am satisfied that an unjust precedent and practice, even 
of longer standing, cannot be considered as the standard of justice by an enlightened 
government. 

16. With respect to the Regulations, however, there would be no real violation of 
them : as in Reg. I. of 1 7*^3, which is the basis of the permanent settlement, the govern- 
ment thus expressly declares that : ‘'It being the duty of the ruling power to protect all 
classes of people, and more particularly those who from their situation are most helpless, 
the Governor- General in Council, will, whenever he may deem it proper, enact such 
Regulations as he may think necessary for the protection and welfare of the dependent 
talookdars, ryots, and other cultivators of the soil; and no zamindar, independent talook- 
dar, or other actual proprietor of land, shall be entitled on this account to make any 
objection to the discharge of the fixed assessment which tliey have respectively agreed 
to payi” 

17. And again, in Regulation VIII. of 17^3 (Sec. 60, Art. 2d), the government recog- 
nized the principle of the cultivators of the lands of their own village (khud-kfisht ryots) 
having a permanent right to retain possession thereof, at a fixed rent and enacted that 
their title deeds should not be set aside, except in certain specified cases, applicable to 
that period of gtnicral settlement, and not extending to forty years afterwards. 

1^, I regret to say, that in some parts of these provinces the rent is already raised so 
high, that even an interdict against farther increase cannot afford the ryots (cultivators') 
any relief or comfort ; consecjucntly, the government might endeavour to raise part of its 
reiemio by taxes on luxuries, and such articles of use and consumption as are not neces- 
saries of life, and make a proportionate deduction iti the rents of the cultivators, and in 
the revenues of the zaniindars, to whom their lands belong. 

19. Failing this, the same desirable object may be accomplished by reducing the reve- 
nue establishiiicnt in the following nmniier. Under the former government, the natives 
of the country, particularly Hindoos, were exclusively employed in the revenue depart- 
ment, in all situations, and they are still so almost exclusively under the present system. 
The collectors, being covenanted European servants of the Oomoany, are employed as 
superintendents, at a salary of 1,000 or 1,500 rupees (jPIOO to xl50) permensem. The 
duties, however, are chiefly performed by the native officers, as they are not of such im- 
portance or ilifficulty iis the duties attached to the judicial department, in which one slip 
might at once destroy the life of the innocent, or alter the just destination of property for 
ahmidrod generations. 

20. The principal duties attached to the situation of collector are as follows: 1st. The 
receipt of the revenue by instalments, according to the assessitient, and remitting the 
amount thus collected to the general treasury, or to one of the commanding officers, or 
to the commercial resident, or sidt agent, as directed by the accountant- wneral. 2(1. 
Advertising and selling the estates of dcfaidters, to realize arrears. 3dly. Taking care of 
his own treasury, to prevent any mismanagement of it, and the revenue records. 4thly. 
Making partitions of estates, when joint sharers thereof appl\ to him for such division. 
.5thly. . Preparing a quim^uonnial register of the estates paying revenue within his collector- 
ship. Gthly. Ascertaining what tax-free land has been in the possession of individuals 
without a valid title. 7thly. Furnishing tlie judicial authorities with official papers re- 
quired by them, and executing their decrees concerning lands, &c. Sthly. Deciding leases 
which the judicial officer has it in his option to refer to the collector. 9thly. Officiating 
as local postmaster, under the authority of the postmaster-general. 10th. Assessing 
duties on the vendors of liquors and drugs, with the concurrence of the magistrate, and 
collecting the duties payable thereon (on receiving five per cent, on the amount of collec- 
tion for his trouble). 1 1th. Giving out stampecl papers to, native vendors, and being 
responsible for the same; 10 per cent., I think, on tne sum realised being allowed him for 

his 
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his trouble and responsibility. (The two latter articles produise to tlio collator an addii> 
tional monthly income of not less than from 200 to 1,000 rupees a mouthy accordir^ to 
the greater or smaller sale in different districts.) J2th. Rej^ulating tlie conduct of the 
native sub-collectors, assessors and surveyors employed on iho estates under the imrne- 
cliate mnnag^ement of government. J3th. Transmitting monthly and annually reports and 
accounts to the accountant-general and the civil auditor, and corresjmiiding with the 
Board of Revenue on tlie various affairs of his collectorship> as well as obeying tlieir 
instructions. 


21. A native of respectability, at a salary of about 300 or 400 rupees per month, may 
be appointed in lieu of the European collector ; and he should give sureties for his cha- 
racter and responsibility, to such amount as government may deem adequate. The largo 
sum that may thus be saved by dispensing with the collectors, would not only enable 
government to give some relief to the unfortunate ryots above referred to, by reducing 
their rents, but also raise the character of the natives, and render them attached to the 
existing government, and active in the discharge of their public duties, knowing that, 
under such a system, the faithful and industrious native servant would receive the merit, 
and ultimately the full reward of his services ; whereas, under the present system, the 
credit or discredit is attributed to the European head of the department, while the 
natives, who are the real managers of the business, arc entirely overlooked and neglectivi) 
and couscqiieutly tlicy seem, most of them, to be rendered quite indifferent to anything 
but tlieir own temporary interest. 

22. With respect to the expediency and advantage of employing native revenue officers 
to the higher situations in the revenue department, I am strongly supported by the opi- 
nions of persons whose sentiments have great weight with the governing party, as well 
as with the party governed. I can safely quote the remarks of many distinguished servants 
of the Hon. East-India Company, such as Sir Thomas Munro, Mr. H, Ellis, Mr. Robert 
Rickards, and others. 

23. 7'he native collectors should bo under the immediate and strict control of the 
Board of Revenue, as the European collectors at present are, and should be made 
strictly responsible for every act performed in their official capacity. No one should be 
removed from his situation unless on proof of misconduct, regularly established, to the 
satisfaction of government, on the report of the Board of Revenue. 

24. For the present, perhaps, it would be proper to transfer the duty of selling the 
property of defaulting landholders to the registers ; and the judges, instead of referring 
causes to the revenue officers, should submit them to the sudclcr aumeens (or native com- 
mlsi^iouers already appointed to decide causes under a certain amount). 

25. In order to prevent the exercise of any undue influence or bribes in obtaining the 
situation of native collectors of revenue, it is renuisite that all the present serishtadars, oi^ 
head native officers, attached to the different collect orships, should at once be confirmed 
in the situation of collector, and in case of his death or removal, the next in rank should 
succeed him. In the same manner those under them should bo each promoted regularly 
ill succession, according to his rank in the revenue department, unless from being unable 
to produce the reqiusito security, or from other evident disqualification ; and no (nie 
should be allowed to hold the situation of collector, unless he had been at least ten 
years in the revenue service. 

26. The present collectors may be transferred, if found qualified, to the judicial 6 t 
some other department, or allowed to retire on suitable pensions. Brides the Boai^ of 
Revenue, who should exercise a constant superintendence over the revenue branch, 
shcmld be six or eight European civil servants of the Company, who stand' high in the 
estimation of government, appoint, under the denominatiofi of c1rc^it coiieotbrs, to 

examine 
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b^amine personally, from time to time, the records kept, and the proceedings held by 
the native collectors. 

97- At all events, I must conclude with beseeching any and every authority to devise 
some mode of alleviating the present miseries of the agricultural peasantry of India, and 
thus discharge their duty to their fellow creatures and fellow subjects. 


London, Aug. 19th, 1831. 


RAMMOHUN ROY. 
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS on the JUDICIAL SYSTEM of INDIA. 

Question 1. Have you observed the operation of the judicial system in India t 

Answer, I have long turned my attention towards the subject, and possess a general 
acquaintance with tJie operation of that system, more particularly from personal expe- 
nence in the Bengal presidency, where I resided. 

Q. 2, Do you think that the .system hitherto acted upon is calculated to secure 
justice ? 

established in 1793 by Lord Coniwallis, was certainly well 
adapted to the situation of tlio country, and to the character of the people, as well as of 
the govcrninent, had there been a sufficient number of qualihed judges to discharge the 
judicial oilico under a proper code of laws. i j o o 

Q. 3. Explain particularly in what points you consider the Tiractical operation 
of thti system defective ? 

A. In the want of a sufficient number of judges and magistrates ; in the want of ade- 
quate qualincation in many of them to discharge the duty in foreign languages : and in 
the want of a proper code of laws by which they might be easily guided. 

Q. 4. C an you explain what evils result from the want of a greater number of 
judges ? 

A. 1st. J he being necessarily few in number, in comparison to the vast terri- 

tories under the British rule, many of the inhabitants arc situate at so great a distance from 
them, ^hat the poorer classes are, in general, unable to go and seek redress for any injury, 
particularly those who may be oppressed by their wealthier neighbours, possessing great 
local mnueiicc. 2dly. The busine.ss of the courts is so heavy, that causes often accumu- 
late to such an extent, that many are necessarily pending some years before (hey can be 
draded ; an evil which is aggravated by subsequent appeals from one court to another, 
attended with further delay and' increased expense. By this state of things wrong-doers 
are encouraged, and the innocent and oppressed in the same proportion discouraged, and 
often reduced to despair. 3dly. Such amass of business, transacted in foreign languages, 
being too much for any one individual, even the ablest and. best- intentioned judge may be 
dish^riened at seeing before him a file of causes which he can hardly hope to overtake, 
and he therefore be thus induced to transfer a great part of the business to his 
i^tive officers, who are not responsible, and who are so meanly paid for their services, 
that they may be expected to consult their own interesti* 

2N 
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Q. 5. Will you inform ua what evils arise from the want of due qualification in 
thejudg^es? 

A. It is but justice to state, that many of the judicial officers of the Company are 
men of the hig^hest talents^ as well as of strict mte^rity, and earnestly intent on doiz^ 
justice; ho^vever, not beingc familiar with the laws of the people over whom they are 
called to administer justice by these laws, and the written proceedings of the court, 
answers, replies, rejoinders, evidence taken, and documents produced, being all con- 
ducted in a language which is foreign to them, they must either rely greatly on the inter- 
pretation of their native officers, or be guided by their own surmises or conjectures. In 
one case the cause will be decided by those who, in point of rank and pay, are so meanly 
situated, and who are not responsible to tlie government or the public for the accuracy 
of the decision ; in the other case a decision, founded on conjecture, must be very liable 
to error. Still I am happy to observe, that there are some judicial officers, though 
very few in number, whose judgment awl knowledge of the native languagcd are sucdi, 
that in cases which do not involve much intricacy and legal subtlety they are able to 
form a correct decision, independent of the natives around them. 

Q. 6. Can you point out what obstructions to the administration of justice are 
produced by the want of a bettor code of laws ? 

A. ‘I'he Regulations published from year to year by the local government since 1793, 
which serve as instructions to the courts, arc so voluminous, complicated, and in many 
instances either too concise or too exuberant, that they arc generally considered not a 
clear and eH.sy guide ; and the Hindu and Mahommedan laws, administered in coniune- 
tion with the above Regulations, being spread over a great number of different books of 
various and sometimes doubtful authority, the judges, as to law points,, depend entirely 
on the interpretations of their native lawyers, whose coiiffictiug legal opinions have intro- 
duced great perplexity into the administration of justice. 

Q. 7- Is there anyotiier impediment to the fair administration of justice besides 
these you have stated ? 

A. The first obstacle to the administration of justice is, that its administrators, and 
the persons among whom it is administered, have no common language. 2dly. Otving 
partly to this cause, and also in a great measure to the difference of manners, 8lC, the 
communication between these two parties is very limited^ in consequence of which the 
judges can, with the utmost difficulty, acquire an adequate knowledge of the real natufe 
of the grievances of the persons seeking redress, or of the real character and validity of 
the evidence by \^hich their claims are supported or opposed. Sdly.That there is not the 
same relation between the native pleaders and the judge as between the British bar and 
the bench, 4thly. The want of publicity, owing to the absence of reporters and of a 
public press, to take notice of the proceedings of the courts in the interior ; consequently 
there is no superititewleiice of public opinion to watch whether the judges attend their 
courts once a day or once a week, or wdiether they attend to business six hours or one 
hour a day ; or their mode of treating the parties, the witnesses, the native pleaders, or 
law officers, and others attending the courts, as well as the principles on which they 
conduct their proceedings and regulate their decisions ; or whether in fact they investi- 
gate and dcciae the causes themselves, or leave the judicial business to their hative 
officers and dependents. (In pointing out the importance of the fullest publicity being 
afforded to judicial proceedings by means of the press, I have no inference to the ques- 
tion of a free press for the discussion of local politics, a point on which 1 do nut ;mean 
to touch.) 5tlily. The great prevalence of perjury, arising partly from tb^ frequency 
with which oaths are administered in the courts, having taken from thorn the an'C . with 
which they were formerly regarded.; partly /rom tho judges being often unable to detect 
impositions in a foreign language, and to discriminate nicely the value of evidence 

amongst 
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atnong^t a people with whom they have in general so little communication ; and partly 
from the evidence being frequent^^ taken, not by the judge himself, but by his native 
officers (omlah) whose good-will is often secured beforehand by both parties, so that 
they may not endeavour to detect their false evidence by a strict examination. Under 
these circumstances, the practice of perjury has grown so prevalent that the facts swoni 
to by the diflerent parties in a suit are generally directly opposed to each other, so that 
it has become almost impossible to ascertain the truth from their contradictory evidence. 
Gthly. The prevalence of perjury has again introduced the practice of forgery to such an 
extent as to render the administration of justice still more intricate and perplexing. 7thly. 
The want of due publicity being given to the Regulations which stand at present in place 
of a code of laws. From ihoir being very voluminous and expensive, the community 
generally have not the means of purchasing them, nor have they a sufficient opportunity 
of consulting or copying them in the judicial and revenue offices, where they are kept ; 
a.s these arc usually at a distance from the populous parts of the town, only professional 
persons or parties engaged in suits or official business are in the habit of attending these 
offices. Stilly and lastly. Holding the procc-edings in a language foreign to the judges, 
as well as to the parties and to the witnesses. 

Q. 8. In what language are the proceedings of the courts conducted ? 

A. *Tliey are generally conducted in Persian, in imitation of the former Mahommedan 
rulers, of which this was the court language. 

Q. 9. Are the judges, the parties, and the w itnesses sufficiently w^ell acquainted 
with that language to understand the proceedings readily ? 

A. I have already observed that it is foreign to all these parties. Some of the judges 
and a very few among the parties, however, are conversant with that language. 

Q. 10. Would it bo advantageous to substitute the English language in the 
courts, instead of the Persian ? 

A. The English language w’ould have the advantage of being the vernacular language 
of the judges. With regard to the native inhabitants, it would no doubt, in the mean 
time, have the same disadvantage as the Persian ; but its gradual introduction in the 
courts would still, notwithstanding, prove ultimately beneficial to them, by promoting the 
study of English. 

Q. 1 1. Does the native bar assist the judge, and form a check on the accuracy 
of the decisions ? 

A. It is no doubt intended to answer this most useful purpose, and does so to some 
extent ; but from the cause alluded to above (Answer 3,) not to the extent that 

is necessary to secure the principles of justice. 

Q. 12. Do the judges treat the native pleaders Vvith the consideration and 
respect due to tiieir office ? 

A. They are not always treated in the inferior courts with the consideration due to 
their office. 

Q. 13. To what do you attribute it, that the bar is not treated with respect? 

A* The native pleaders are so unfortunately situated, from there being such a great 
distance between them and the judges, who belong to the rulers of the country, and 
from not being of the same profession, or of the same class as the judges, and having no 
prospect of promotion as English barristers have, that they al^ treated as an inferior casU 
of persons, 

2 N 2 Q. 14. Do 
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Q, 14. Do not the native judicial officers employed under the judge assist Um 
in his proceedings ? 

A. Of course tliey assist him, and that very materially. 


Kammohun Hoy's 
Opinions. 


Q. 15. What kind of assistance do they render to the judge ? 

A. They read the proceedings^ viz, the bill (darkhast or arzi), answers, replies, 
rejoinders, and other papers produced in the court:. they wrtte the proceedings and 
depositions of the witnesses, and very often, on account of the weight of business, the 
juoge employs them to take the depositions of the witnesses ; sometimes they make 
abstracts of the depositions and other long papers, and lay them before the judge for 
his decision. 


Q. 16. Are they made responsible with tlie judge for the proceedings held ? 

A. They are responsible to the judge, but not to the government or the public. 

Q. 17 . Are not the judges assisted also by Hindu and Mussulman lawyers, 
appointed to act as interpreters of the law ? 

A. They are; learned natives of this description being attached to the courts to 
give their opinion on the Hindu and Mahommedan law points wliich may arise in any 
case. 


Q. 18. Are natives of the country empowered to decide causes of any de- 
scription ? 

A. Yes ; there are native munsifs or commissioners for the decision of small debts ; 
and stiddor aumcens, who are authorized to try causes under 500 rupees, whether con- 
nected with landed or moveable property. 

Q. 19. Are tliey qualified to discharge the duties entrusted to them ? 

A. Many of them are fully qualified ; and if proper care be taken in the selection, all 
the situations might be filled with well-qualificd persons. 

Q. 20. What is your opinion of the general character and conduct of the judges 
in their official capacity as such ? 

A. I am happy to state that, in my humble opinion, the judicial branch of the service 
is at present almost pure ; and there are among the judicial servants of the Company 
gentlemen of such distinguished talents, that from their natural abilities, even without 
the regular study of the law, they commit very few, if any, errors in the administration 
of justice. Others are not so well gifted, and must therefore rely more on the repre- 
sentations of their native officers ; and being free from any local check on their piiblic 
conduct, their regularity, attention to business, and other judicial habits, are not equal to 
the wishes of their employers, nor calculated to give general satisfaction. 

Q. 21. Do they borrow money to any extent from the natives? 

A. Formerly they borrowed to great amount ; at present this practice is discQuraged. 

Q. 22. Why are the natives prevailed upon to lend to these judges end oth^r 
civilians money to such an extent ? 

A. Natives not having any hope of attaining direct consideration frdm the government 
by their merits or exertions, arc sometimes induced to accommodate the civil, ^servants 
with money, by the hope of securing their patronage for their frij^nds.and xiiBliiiivcts, the 
judges and others having many situations directly or indirectly in their gift : sometimes 

by 
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by thq hopp^ of benefiting by their friendly dis{)osition, when the natives have estates kkvjsnul 
under their jurisdiction ; and sometimes to avoid incurring the hostility of the Judge, who, A^o judiciai. 
by Regulp.tion IX. of 1807, is empowered, not only to imprison, but to inflict corporal system. 
punishment by his own authority, under certain legal pretences, on any native, whatever — - 

his respectability may be. Rainmuhun Roy’s 

Opinions. 

Q. 23. What is your opinion of the judicial character and conduct of tlie 
Hindu and Mahomedan lawyers attached to the courts ? 

A. Amongst the Mohammedan lawyers I have met with some honest men. The 
Hindu lawyers are in general not well spoken of, and they do not enjoy much of the 
confidence of the public. 

Q. 24. What is your opinion of the official character and conduct of tlie sub- 
ordinate native judicial officers ? 

A. Considering the trifling salaries which they enjoy, from ten, twenty, thirty, or 
forty rupees to one-hundred rupees a month (the last being the allowance of the head 
native officer only), and the expenses they must incur (the keeping of a palankeen alone 
must cost the head man a sum between twenty and thirty rupees) in 'supporting some 
respectability of appearance, besides iiiaititaining their families ; and considering also the 
extent of the power which they must possess from their situations and duties, as above 
explained (Q. 15), and the immense sums involved in the issue of causes pending in the 
courts, it is not to bo expected that the native officers, having such trifling salaries, at 
least many of them, should not avail themselves sometimes of their official influence to 
promote tlieir own interests. 

Q. 25. What is your opinion of the professional character and conduct of the 
pleaders ? 

A. Many pleaders of the Sudder Dewanec Adawliit are men of the highest respecta- 
bility and legal knowledge, as the judges are very select in tlicir appointment, and treat 
them in a way which makes them feel that tlioy have a character to support. Those of 
the provincial courts of appeal are also generally respectable, and competent to the dis- 
charge of their duties. In the zillah courts some respectable pleaders may also be met 
with ; but proper persons for that office are not always very carefully selected ; and in 
general I may observe, that the pleaders are held in a state of too much dependence by 
the Judges, particularly in the inferior courts, which must incapacitate them from standing 
up firmly in support of the rules of the court. 

Q. 20. Is bribery and corruption ever practised in the judicial department, and 
to what extent ? 

A. I have already intimated my opinion in the Answers to Questions 20 and 24. 

Q. 27 and 28. Have the respectable and intelligent native inhabitants generally 
confidence in the purity of the Company’s courts, and the accuracy of their 
decisions ; and have the native community confidence in the integrity of tlie sub- 
ordinate judicial officers ? 

A. While such evils exist as I have above noticed in my reply to Queries 5, 0, and 7, 
as well as to Queries 20 and 24, the respectable and iiitclligent native inhabitants cannot 
be expected to have confidence in the general operation of the judicial system. 

Q. 29. Are the judges influenced in their decision by their native officers? 

A. Those who are not well versed in the native languages, and in the Regulations of 
government, must neceltoarily be very much dependant on their native officers, as well 

as 
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as those who dislike to undergo the fatigue and restraint of business^ whieh to Europeatii 
is still more irksome in the sultry climate of India. 

Q. 30. Can you suggest an}' mode of removing the several defects you have 
pointed out in thd judicial system ? 

*A. As European judges in India are not generally expected to discharge judicial 
duties satisfactorily, independent of native assistance, from not possessing a thorough 
knowledge of the languages, manners, customs, habits and practices of the people, and 
as the natives who possess this knowledge have been long accustomed to subordination 
and indifferent treatment, and consequently have not the power of commanding respect 
from others unless joined by Europeans, the only remedy which exists is to combine the 
knowledge and experience of the native with the dignity and firmness of the European. 
This principle has been virtually acted upon and reduced to practice since 17^3, though in 
an imperfect manner, in the constitution of the courts of circuit, in which the mufti (native 
assessor) has a voice with the judge in the decision of eWery cause, having a seat with 
him on the bench. This arrangement has tolerably well answered the purposes of goverir- 
inciit, which has not been able to devise a better system in a matter of such importance 
as the decision of questions of life and death, during the space d* forty years, though it 
has been continually altering tlie systems in ether branches. It is my humble opinion, 
therefore, that the appointment of such native assessors should bo reduced to a regular 
system in the civil courts. They should be appointed by government for life, at the 
recommendation of the Sudder Dewance Adawlut, which should select them carefully, 
with a view to their character and qualifications, and allow them to hold their situations 
during life and good behaviour, on a salary of from 300 to 400 rupees per mensem. 
They should be responsible to the government as well as to the public for their decisions, 
in the same manner as the European judges, and correspond directly with the judicial 
secretary ; a casting voice should be allowed to the European judge in appointing the 
native ofiicers, in case of diflerence of opinion ; the native assessor, however, having a 
right to record his dissent. These assessors should be selected out of those natives who 
have been already employed for a period of not less than five years as assessors (mufti)^ 
lawyers (zillah court maulavls), or as the head native ofiioers in the judicial department.* 

Par. 2. This measure would remove the e\'ils pointed out in the answers to Question 
f) And to Question 7, Nos, 1, 2, and 3, and also afford a partial remedy to the evils 
noticed in Nos. 5, 6, and 8 of Answer 7, as well as provide against the evils referred to 
in Answer to Query 24. 

Par. 3. In order, however, to render the administration of justice efficient and ns per* 
manent as human efforts can make it, and to remove the possibility of any undue influence 
which a native assessor might attempt to exercise on the bench under a European judge 
of insufficient capacity, a.s well as to do away with the vexatious delays and grievous 
sufl’oriug attending appeals, it is necessary to have recourse to trial by jury, as being tho 
only eflectual check against corruption, which, from the force of inveterate habit, and tb« 
contagion of example, has become notoriously prevalent in India. This measure would 
be an additional remedy to the evils mentioned in the reply to Queries 5 and 7, Nos. 
1, 2, 3, and 5, 6, 8; and also m the reply to Query 4, Nos. 2 and 3, as well as in 
Query 24. 

Par. 4. With a view to remove the evils arising from want of publicity bf the Ref- 
lations, as noticed m No. 7 of Answer to the Query 7> two or three copies in ^ach of 
principal native languages used in that part of the country, shcAild be kept in a building 
in the populous quarter uf the town, under the charge of a keeper, on a small salary, ana 

all 

* native judicial officers are generally versed ki Persian, and thtrefers the proceed- 
ings hitherto generally held in that language would be familiar to them. « • 
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all persona should be freelv admitted to read and copy them at leisure, from sunrise to 
sunset. The expense of this would not amount to £2 a month for each station, and the 
benefits of it would be incal^lable. 

Par. 5. In order to remedy, the evils arising from the distance of the courts, as 
noticed at Question 4, Answer N 0 .. 1 , 1 beg to suggest as follows The sudder aiimeens, 
or supreme commissioner for the decision of causes under 500 rupees, affecting moveable 
or immoveable property, are at present stationed at the same place where the zillah 
judge holds his court, and plaints are at first laid before the judge, who turns them over 
to one of these commissioners, at his own disoretion ; consequently they afford no remedy 
for the great distance of the courts from many under their jurisdiction,, as this often 
embraces a circle of sixty or eighty miles. 1 therefore propose that these sudder aumeons 
should be stationed at proportionate distances in ditferent parts of the district, so that 
suitors may not have to traved far from their homes to file their bills, and afterwards to 
seek and obtain justice ; and that one of the assistants of the judge should be stationed 
in a central position, which might enable him (wifhf)ut any arulitional charge to govcni- 
ment, as I shall hereafter show) to visit and personally superintend these aumeens, when 
the judges' station is on or near the* border of his district. If it is otherwise situated; 
one of the assistants of the judge may remain at the head* station wiHi the judge, and 
superintend the commissioners nearest to him, while another assistant, being stationed at 
an appropriate distance, may superintend those who are more remotely situated from the 
first assistant. Tlicrc will thus bo as complete a check over them as under the present 
system> and justice will be brought home to the doors- of a great majority of the iiiliabi- 
tants of each district,, since causes under 500 rupees are exceedingly numerous in every 
zillah or city court. 
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Par. 6. These assistants may at the same time be very usefully cmploj^ed in checking 
the dreadfully increasing crime of forgery, by wliich the course of justice is now so very 
much impeded in tlie judicial courts. Written documents of a diametrically opposite 
nature are, as is well known, constantly laid before these courts, and serve to confound 
justice, and perplex a conscientious bench. Therefore, under the proposed system of 
assistant judges’ co\irts in two different quarters of a district, I would recommend, as 
liighly neco.ssary and expedient to check materially the practice of forgery, that parties 
to any deed should be required, in order to render it valid, to produce it in open court 
before the nearest assistant judge, within a certain number of days from the time of its 
execution. This rule should apply * to all sorts of contracts and agreements regarding 
property above 100 rupees value, such as wills and bills of sale, &c., and moiiev bonds 
for debts payable at a certain period beyond six months ; and upon receiving a fee of from 
one to two rupees, according to its importance, the assistant judge, after ascertaining the 
ulcntityof the parties in open court, snould immediately affix his signature as witness to 
tlie deed,, and. retain a copy of the same in a book of record kept on purpose, drily 
authenticated, and marked to prevent the possibility of interpolation, or any other 
species of fraud. The sum above allowed as a fee on registering, with a small fixed 
oliarge per page for retaining^a copy, ivould be more than .sufficient to remunerate any 
extra trouble att.ending the duty and labour of transcribing. To induce the proprietors 
uT land and other respectable persons- to appear without reluctance in open court on 
such occasions, they, should be invariably treated witli the respect due to their rank. 
Further^ to encourage the public to have papers registered., and to satisfy the government 
that no improper delay tal^ place in registering them, as well as to prevent the copyists 
from extolling, perquisites^ a book should be kept, in which the party presenting a paper 
shouI4 in open court enter a memorandum of the day and hour when it was produced 

and 


* By Regulation XXXVL. of 179S, tlie registering of deeds is juithoiised, but lefli in the 
option of the parties; 
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and returned to him. This system would materially reipedy the evil referred to in Answer 
to Question 7, No. 6. . * 

Par. 7- The assistant judges should also receive appeals from the sudder auxneens« and 
try them in conjunction with a native assessor, appointed by tlie Sudder Dewanee Adaw- 
lut, on a smaller salary than that of the judges' assessor, that is perhaps not exceeding 
two hundred rupees a month. In the event of difference of opinion between the assessor 
and the assistant judge on any case, it should be appealable to the zillah jud^, whose 
decision should be final ; and as the sudder aiimeens are now paid from the duties on the 
stamps used, and the fees received on the papers filed, so the assistant judges* assessor 
may be paid in tlie same manner from the fees and' stamps imposed on the appeal causes. 


Par, 8. The assistant judge, though not empowered to interfere with the police officers 
of the interior in the discharge of their duties, should, notwithstanding, be authorized to 
receive written complaints of any abuse of their power from persons who feci, themselves 
oppressed by the police, and to forward- the same to the head magistrate of the district 
for his investigation, as very often the poor villagers or peasants are onpressed by the 
local police officers, but despair of any relief from being unable to leave tneir homes and 
travel to a distance to the station to seek redress. 


Q. 31. Is trial by jury (or any thing resembling it) resorted to at present in 
any case ? 

A. Tlic principle of juries, under certain modifications, has, from the most remote 
periods, been well understood in this country, under the name' of punchayet. 

Q. 3‘J. What is the difference between the jury system and tlie punchayet? 

A. The punchayet exists on a very defective plan at present, because the jurors 
(members of the punchayet) are not regular in their meetings, have no power to compel 
the attendance of witnesses, unless by appealing to the courts ; they have no judge to pre- 
side at their meetings and direct their procecaings, arid are not guarded in any manner 
from partiality or private influence ; they are in fact at' present only arbitrators appointed 
by the court, with consent of the parties in a cause, each party nominating one arbitrator, 
and the judge a third, and sometimes both parties agree to refer the decision of the case 
to one arbitrator. 


Q. 33. Why and when was the punchayet system discouraged ? 

A. It has not been totally discouraged, but rather placed on a different footing. 
In former days it was much more important in its functions. It was'rqsorted to by 
parties at their own option ; or by the heads of tribes, who assumed the right of in- 
vestigation and decision of dilfereiices ; or by the government, which handed over 
causes to a punchayet. 

Q. 34. Do you really think the introduction of any system of jury trial or 
punchayet would be beneficial ? 

A. Undoubtedly ; as shown by the Par. 3d of my Answ^er to Question 30 ; since a pun- 
cliuyet, composed of the intelligent and respectable inhabitants, under the direction bf a 
EuropcHii judge to preserve order, and a native judge to guard against apy.- private in- 
hiienco, is the only tribunal. which can estimate properly the whole bearings of a case, With 
the validity of the documentary evidence, and the character of the witnessed,, could 
have little chance of imposing false testimony upon such a tribunal. * . ' 

Q. 35. Do you think it would be acceptable to the inhabitants? ' 

A. As the punchayet, even in its present very imperfect form, h 8^111 practised by the 

inhabitants, 
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uOl^itantB, it,vovld*\Uti)qut jloubt be wq^ tnorq »o ^ere if tp a reffwlar aystem, REVEkuE 

giialraed by proper c|M^, and dignified by judicial forms, which Wou)4 thp whole and judicial 

ogmniumty yritn hij^er respect paid confidence for this ancient institution. But whatever syst£m. 
loi^th popularity may go, it \s tjie 6nly systeni by which t^e pfesSnt abuses, [Jonaisting — - 

of peiju^y, fqrgery and coryuplion, can be removed. Hwnmohun Roy’s 


Q. 36. Will you explain the modification of the punchayct-jury system in detailj 
which you think best suited to tiie circumstances of the country ? 

A. I am of opinion that the punchayet system Should be adopted in conjunction with the 
plan above stated, (Q. 30.) It would be easy to adapt it to the object in yiew, without 
imposing any heavjr duty on the respectable portion of the native community. Three 
jurymen, or at most five, would, I conceive, answer the purpose as well as a greater number, 
and any zillah (district^ could easily supply a list from which these might be taken without 
much inconvenience, llir^e times the number required for sitting on a trial should be 
summoned, apd the persons actually to serve should be taken by Tot, so that neither the 
judges nor the parties may be able to know beforcliaiid what persons will sit on the trial 
of a cans!®. The general list of jurymen should be as numerous as the circumstances of 
the city or zillah ((listrict) will admit. It should bo prepared' by the European judge 
at the station, and altered and amended by him from time to time, as may seem proper and 
requisite. lie may easily select well-qualified juries from respectable and intelligent 
imtiv<»s, known to be versed injudicial subjects, who reside in considerable numbers at 
every station. A necessary concomitant to the introduction of jurymen will be the sole 
use of the vernacular dialect of the place, to the exclusion of the Persian language in 
proceedings. Publicity should be as much fostered as possible, and tlie jury should be kept 
apart, itnd reauired to decide without separating, as in the Biiglisli courts of law. In a 
trial thus conducted the resort to appeal will cease to be useful, and for the purposes of 
justice, need only be allowed where there is a difference of opinion betwixt the beuch and 
the jury j for where judge and jury are unanimous, an appeal would be more likely to pro- 
duce injustice, by vexatious expense and delay, than to rectify error on the part of tlie 
inferior court, and ought therefore to be prohibited. 


Q. 37- Do you think the natives of the country qualified to discharge judicial 
functions of this nature ; and from what class would you select the juijors? 

A. They arc assuredly qualified, as I observed before in Answer to Query 19, and 
the jurors at present may be judiciously selected from retired pleaders (wakils) and 
retired judicial officers, from agents employed by private individuals to attend the 
court (mukhtars), who are generally well qualified, and from the other intelligent and 
respectable inhabitants as above observed (Answer toQ. 30 and 36.) To avoid any undue 
bias or partiality, both parties in a suit should have a right of objecting to any juryman 
who can bo shown to have an interest in die cause or particular comiexiou witli either 
party. 

Q. 38. Do you tliiiik the natives competent and eligible to all judicial situations, 
or only subdtdinate olnes? 

'Ai'*Ay*ittfUfiyof them, even under the present )nanifold disadvantages, already discharge 
all the ju'dteiei functions, even the most difficult (tee Q. 15), it will* not be very difficult, 
I think, with proper management, to find qualified persons amongst the natives for any 
doty thitinay 'be'asSigifM’ to them; many, however, as in other countries; are only fit for 
subordinate situations. * 

Q. 39. Wbat'jsdvaniage do you conceive this puitch^^yct-jury system would 
: . possess over ibe judicial .aystisnl i^ow.uBtabUahed 1 
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Ist. From the thorough knctwledj^e of ^ thV native* character ^8se88ed,by 'siiG4 a 
tribunal^ and of the language of the parties and witnesses, it would not be so liable to 
error in its decisions. &ly. The jury would, be guarded frOm undue influence b^ the 
judge and his assessors. 3dly. It woiud guard the assessor from the use of undue influ- 
4thly. It would secure the dispat<m of business, and the prevention of delay, and 
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of the need of appeals: the checking of perjury and forgery may mso reasonjsbly be hoped 
from it, besides many other advantages already pointed out. 


Q. 40. Are the provincial courts of appeal conducted on the same principles as 
the district courts to which you have referred ? 

A. As they are presided over by gentlemen of more experience and longer residence in 
the countiy, mese courts are generally conducted with greater r^larity. 


Q. 41, What is the nature of the difference existing between them ? 

A. Under the Bengal presidency, in causes above 10,000 rupees, the action must be 
laid in the provincial court of appeal, and may be decided by one judge. This court 
takes cognizance also of any case of inferior amount below 10,000 rupees, which may be 
Carried to it by appeal from the decision of or proceedings held by the judge of the city 
or district court, and from these provincial courts appeals can only be made to the Sudder 
Dewanee Adawlut, the highest civil tribunal. 


Q. 42. Can you point out any defects in the Sudder Dewanee Adaulut, and 
their remedies ? 

A. Government has always been very careful in its selection of the judges for tlie 
Sudder Dewanee Adawlut, both as regards their ability and integrity, ancf they are fully 
competent to remove any defects which may exist in the court over which they preside. 
It is, however, highly desirable that judges of the Sudder Dewanee Adawlut should 
have the power of issuing the writ of habeas corpvs, on seeing sufficient grounds 
for the exercise of this peculiar power, according to the practice of the jEli^lish 
courts. But when the person imprisoned is situated at a greater distance from the 
sudder courts than fifty miles, the judges of this court, to save useless expense, might 
direct one of the circuit judges, on whom they could best rely, to investigate the case, 
and report to them, ^ 

Q. 43. What otlier duties are assigned to the judges of the provincial courts ? 

A. They are a medium of communication betvreen the Sudder Dewanee Adawlut and 
the inferior courts, and were also judges of circuit. 

Q. 44. How many provincial courts are there ? 

A. There are six provincial courts in the provinces attached to the Bengd presidency, 
viz. that of Calcutta, Dhacca, Moorshedabad, Patna, Benares, and Bareilly. 

Q. 45. Are not the judges of provincial courts still judges t)f circuit? 

A. No: they were so formerly ; but about two years ago the local govenwnent^ trans- 
ferred the duties of the judges of circuit from them to the revenue commissioners. > • 

Q. 46. Does any iticonveni«ibe arise from making the' reveime junnmwoners 
also judges of circuit? 

. A, Such a union of offices is quite incompatible and injurious. The judge of circuit 
discharges duties of the highest importance, being invested with the power 6f life and 
death, and imprisonment during life in efaains/th^ infliction of eorfiOnu'^uaishment, and 

the 



the confiscation. of property: h^ is besides charg'ed with the preservation of peace and ki::vknu£ 

K \ order In severd eixt<^iv6 districts. Itls morally imposmle, therefore/ that he can and judicial 
the expectation of g^overninent'and the public, if liis attention' be at the same time sY^Ti‘:M. 

engT'ossed atid distracted by political^ commercial, or revenue transactions. In criminal 

suits, moreover, he labours under a peculiar disadvantage, not being assisted by a bar Rammohun Hoy's 
composed of persons of liberal education, or by a body of honest, intelligent and inde- Opinions, 
pendent jurors ; the former often proves of essential service to the bench in the Kjng’s 
courts, by able expositions of the law as applicable to every case, by great acuteness in 
cross-examining witnesses, and in the detection of false evidence ; while the importance of 
the jury is universally acknowledged. 

Par. 2. Formerly, when the judges of the provincial courts of appeal did the duties of 
the circuit, one or two of them used to remain at the station to attend to the necessary 
current business, while the others (one, or sometimes two) were on the circuit. But on 
the present system the commissioner of revenue being also judge of circuit, when he goes 
on cii*cmit all references to him by the collectors under his jurisdiction often remain unan- 
swered, and the most important matters in the revenue business are entirely suspended for 
months together. Although the former Muhonimedan governmenta were subject to the 
charge of imliff’erence about the administration of justice, they yet perceived the evils 
liable to arise from a union of revenue and judicial duties; no judge or judicial officer em- 
powered to try capital crimes (as cazees and muftis) was ever suffered to become a col- 
lector of revenue. 

Par. 3. The separation of these two offices has also been established by long practice 
under thfe British government, being one of the leading principles of the system introduced 
by Lord Cornwallis. Accordingly, those young civilians who attached themselves to 
tne revenue line of tlie service, have advanced by successive steps in that line ; while those 
again wdio preferred the judicial, have been in like manner continued and promoted 
tlu'ough the different grades in that department of public duty. Therefore by over- 
turning this system, a gentleman may now be appointed to discharge the highest 
judicial duties who never before tried the most trivial cause; and another to superintend 
the collectors of revenue, to whose duties he has been all his life a stranger, Mr. 

E. R. Barwell, revenue commissioner and judge of circuit of the twenty-four pergunnahs, 

Baraset, Jessore and Burrisal, is an example of the former case ; and Mr. H. Braddon, 
revenue commissioner and judge of circuit of Burdwan, Jungul Muhal and Hooghley is an 
instance of the latter.* 

Par. 4. The remedy I beg to propose, without further expense attending the establish- 
ment, is to separate the duties between two distinct sets of officers, and double the juris- 
dictioo of each. By this arrangement each gentleman discharging one class of duties 
would find them more easy and simple, though the field embracca was more extensive, 
and the expense would be tlio same as under the present system. 

Par. 5. 'Fhe duties of judges and magistrates are not so iucompatible as' those of the 
judges of circuit and the commissioners of revenue ; but still separation of these duties 
is advisable on account of the great weight of the business in the zillah and city courts ; 
therefore these two offices (office of judge and that of magistrate) should be exercised by 
different individuals.' However, the magistrates should assist the judges in the execution 
thidr deovees or orders, as they have hitherto done in those districts where the office of 
judge wad magistrate are separate. 

' * Q. 47< 'What delay» generally takes place in the decision of causes? 

' A. In the zillah courts a cause may be pending on an average about two or three years ; 
in the coHite of appeal. four or five years ; and in the Sudder Dewanee Adawlat the same 
' ; . ' ♦ period, 

« * Fab the l)irectoii€fi cootaining thfj list of civil servants in Bengal 
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period ; but if the property in dispute amenibt to the valuje of about 5p,006^ rupees^ 
8/0 M to admit of an appeal to thei King ia Council, the probable period of delay in 
decision of such an appeal is neater known to the authorities here than to myselr. 

Q. 48. What is t;he cause of such*delay ? 

A. It must be acknowledged that irregularity in attending to the discharge of the 
judicial duties, and^the want of proper discipline or control over the judicial ofneers, are 
tlie main causes of obstruction in the dispatch of the judicial business; and these daily 
growing evils in every branch of the judicial establishment have in a great measure de- 
feated the object which the government had in view in establishing it. For example, a 
bill of complaint written on stamp, the first paper in a suit, cannot be easily got on the 
file unless it be accompanied with some perquisite to the native recorder, whose duty it is 
to ascertain fii’st whether the sum in dispute correspond with the value of the stamp, an 
act which may be accomplislied in a minute or a week, just as it suits the- inclination Of the 
examiner. The case is the same with respec.t to the issuing of the' summonses, prepared 
by another native officer, to command the attendance of the person sued, either ih person 
or by a pleader, to put in his answi^r. Summonses, subpoenas, and the processes of the 
provincial courts, are issued against individuals through the judge of the district in which 
they reside, and a certain period is always allowed for the serving these processes; but 
neither are the zillah judges, whose time is otherwise* fully occupied, punctual in observing 
those subordinate duties, nor does the higher court, which is occupied by other important 
bu'siness, take any eirly notice of the expiration of the time allowed for making the re- 
turh. The parties ate therefore obliged to Cultivate a ftiendly understanding, not only 
With tlio officers of the provincial court, but also with those of the zillah or city court. 
Whether the defendant attends immediately or long after the time allowed him,, or whe- 
ther he files his answer within the regular prescribed period, or a year afterwards, is 
treated as if practically immaterial. But delay, unintentionally allowed to tbo parties 
in filing the requisite papers, and ib producing their documents and witnesses, is the too 
ITequent source of great abuses, Us the opportunity thus afforded by delay is embraced to 
itivent stories, and forgo documents in support of them, to procure false witnesses, and to 
instruct them in the manner that appears best calculated tp serve the purposes in view. 

Par. 2. Moreover, some of tlie judges are very irregular in calling on causes, choosing 
any day anti any time that suits tlieir convenience to occupy tile bench singly. The 
pleaders, being natives of the country, have little or no influence over the conduct of the 
judges to prevent such irregularities, and dare not hint dissatisfaction. 

Par. 3. I would suggest, with a view to remove irregularities originating in a want of 
OfiScial control, without disregard to economy, that the head writer in each court be 
required to discharge this duty, with some extra remuneration for the sUme, and be 
made strict^ responsible under an adequate penalty, with i)roper sureties for his conduct, 
liable, jointly wiili hipi, for any fine he may incur by want of puiiQtuality, proved agtithist 
him by either party on complaint tp the judge of the court, or of a superior court, or to 
the judicial secretary. 

Par. 4. This. superintendent or cleric of the papers should be reauired >to receive 4iid 
file bills of complaint in open.court, as well as answers and replies, withiot tj^paiod 
prescribed in Regulation IV. of 1793. These should not be admitted, to ^the vpoords 
after the time allowed, unless the judge, on motion publicly made, finds sufficient reasons 
for prolonging the period, say a week or two, in particular cases^ . . 

I^r. 5. The clerk of the papers should vig-ilantl'y watch that ho delay takes place in 
issuing sumhionsCs, subpoenee, and other process of the court, and tbit the-.day on 
which these are ordered to be issued^ qnd .the day on which Iheir, return is expected, 
should be corl^y re^stewd ih a stpafWte’ttttoK'topl t)n piitptiifS! ’ 

Par. 6. In 
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Pat. 6. In case neglect or wilful di 9 obedience« the siipenhitcndeiit of fhe papers 
should immediately submit the circumstance <tQ the notice*of the j.udge/ $houl4 t}ie 
neglect be 0^ the part of the prosecutor^ the judge ought immediately to pconouiice ijion*- 
suit ; and if on the part of the defendant^ proceed ex parte, without allowing the neglect 
to be remedied. Or if the judge do not attend to these rules, the clerk of the papers 
sliould be bound to report the circumstance to the superior court, or the judicial secre- 
tary, on pain of forfeiting his situation. A separate register of the returns sl&ogld also be 
kept, as well as a register showing the time when the defendant's answer must bo filed, 
say one month from the day when the summonses are served, as is the case with equity 
suits in Calcutta ; also showing the hours during which the judge may attend on public 
duty, and also his occasional absence from court, with the alleged cause thereof. The 
superintendent should transmit, inontlily, a coi3y of each register, with his own remarks,* 
to government, tlirough the secretary in the judicial department, for its particular atten- 
tion to every breach of regularity therein mentioned. 

Pur. 7. With a view to the same end, every person who chooses should have a right 
to be present during the trial of causes in any court ; the courts, as is generally tlie case 
at present, should be so constructed as to atford facilities for a considprable number of 
periions hearing and witnessing the whole proceedings ; any one who chose should bt^ 
entitlecl t o make notes of the same, and publish them, or cause them to be [Hiblished in 
any manner he may think proper for general infonnation, subject to prosecution for any 
intentional error or misrepresentation that might bo judicially proved against liim before 
a competent tribunal, and to incur such penalty as it might award. This measure would 
tend to remove the evil pointed out in Answer to Query 7, No. 4. 
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Q. 49. What number of causes may be pending at one time, and undisposed of, 
in the district courts and courts of appeal / 

A. This depends partly on the comparative degree of industry and attention to busi- 
ness bestowed by the judicial oflicors, partly on the extent of the district and amount of 
business within the jurisdiction of the respective courts. However, the average iNimber 
of causes pending may be ascertained by a reference to the registers kept, which are not 
at present acecssinlo to me ; my impression is, that in some districts they are very nu- 
merous. But to show how much the vigilance and activity of a public officer may ac- 
complish, even in so extensive a district as Hooghley, 1 may nieutiou tluvt there, under 
]V||r. JD. C. Smith, every case is decided in the course of four, five, or six mouths. In 
the courts of appeal, the causes pending are very numerous. Conscientious and active 
as Mr. Smith is, he is often obliged, from the pressure of business, judicial and magis- 
terial, to authorize his native Judicial officers to take the depositions of witnesses in the 
civil auits. 


Q.50. Could the number of appeal cases be reduced wjthout any disadvantage? 

A^* YoS, certainly, not only without disadvantage, but witli great positive advantage. 
Isti By introducing a more regular system of filing papers and bringing on causes, as 
ab^ve suggested in Answer to Query 48 ; 2d. By the aid of a jury and joint native judgi*, 
as proposed in reply to. Query 30 ; 3d. By allowing of no appeal, unless when there is a 
dinereiice of opinion in tlio zillah or city court in giviug.sentencc, as noticed in reply to 
the QnecjT'Sfi. By these means the business would be at once conducted with mure 
dispatch and with more accuracy, so many litigious suits would not occur, and there 
wbuKI be ydry Ifttle need of appeals to revbe the decisioD. 

Q. 51. Has the right of ai^peal to the King in Council proved beneficial or 

bfifte'tvdse ’ 

Owing to the vast disj^nce^.ffi^ heavy expense, and the very great delay which mi 
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«ippeai in England necessarily involves; owing id«M> to the inaccumcies in diewtranslations 
of the papers prepared after dectsiun^* and s^nt to .this country» and to ot^ caus^, I 
think the ri^ht of appeal to ^e King in Council is a great source of evil/and. must 
continue to be so unless a specific court of appeal be created here expressly for Indian 
appeal causes above Jp 10,000. At the same time, to remove the inaccuracies above 
noticed, three qualified persons (an European, a Mussulman, and a Hiudu) should be 
nominated joint translators, and the translations should.be furnished within one year 
from the conclusion of the proceedings in India, and both parties should be allowed to 
examine the accuracy of the translations thus prepared ; but if the appellant neglect to 
pay the fees of translation within two montlis after the decision, the appeal should be 
quashed. 

Q. 52. Wliat is the nature of the duties assigned to the revenue commissioners? 

A. lliey exercise a general superintendence and control over the revenue collectors, 
. with powers similar to those vested in the Board at Calcutta, formerly called the Board 
of Revenue, and in the Board of Commissioners for the Upper Provinces. The Board 
at Calcutta is the superior authority, to which an appeal may be made from the deci- 
sions of the present commissioners (it is in consequence now generally termed the Su’dder 
or Supreme Board), and thence to the government itself. In other words, the office of 
commissioner is a substitute for the Board of Revenue ; but an appeal being allowed 
from one to the other, of course there is abundance of appeals, and a great part of the 
business is thus transacted twice or thrice over. 

Q. 53. What is the nature of the duties assigned to them as judges of the 
circuit ? 

A. As judges of circuit they exercise control over the magistrates, and try the higher 
classes of criminal causes, which involve a question of life or death or severe punishment ; 
and an appeal lies from them to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, the highest criminal 
tribunal. 


Q. 54. Does not the discharge of one class of duties interfere with the dis- 
charge of another class which seems to be of a very different nature ? 

A. As above noticed (Answer to Query 40), while they are engaged in the duties of 
their circuit court, the reports and references from the revenue collectors must remain 
for several months unanswered ; and not only do the people suffer in consequence, but 
the public business stagnates, as already observed. 

Q. 55 & 56. What is the nature of the functions of the judge of circui^ and 
his native law assessor ; do they afford each other reciprocal assistance in the 
discharge of their duties ? / , 

A. Both take cognizance of the charges brought before the magistrates, and.aopt to 
their court ; both near the evidence and examine the witnesses ; and both give their 
voice in passing the decisioti, as I observed in Par. 1st, in my answer to Q. 30. In a 
vague sense, the Mahommedan law assessor may be considered as analogous to the jury 
in ^glish courts, while the European judicial officer is the judge. 

Q.^5Sf. Are 

* JVbfe.— In noticing this circumstance, I by no means intend to make the least insimi^dn to 
the prejudice of the present translators ; but make the statement firom roy own pbsarvatioD of 
various translations, and my own experience of the great difficulty, or rather lamnmti^abttky,; of 
rendering accurately large masses of documents frbm an Oriental tongue, and moMttyn pro- 
vincial dialect, into an European language^ of which the idioms are so wideW dw^t, nnlass 
the translator be assisted by persons possessing peouliar vernacular knowledge^ of thshvmrious 
localities. 
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Q. 57. Are the judges generally competent to the discharge of their duties ? 

A. Some of them are highly qualified ; but it is not expected that European judges 
should be generally competent to determine difficult questions of evidence among a 
people' whose language^ feelings^ and habits of thinking and acting are so totally dif- 
ferent from their own. 
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Q.' 58. Are the native law assessors generally competent ? 

A. They are generally so. Some of the muftis (Mussulman law assessors) are men o^ 
such high honour and integrity, that they may be entrusted with the power of a jury with 
perfect safety ; and they are all of the most essential utility, and indeed, the main instru- 
ment for expediting the business of the criminal courts. However highly or moderately 

a ualified the European judges may have been, the business has been advantageously con- 
iicted through the assistance and co-operation of these Mahommedan assessors for a 
period of forty years past. 


Q. 59. If they should ditler in opinion, what course is adopted ? 

A. The case is th^n referred to the Nizamiit Adawlut (the highest criminal tribunal). 


Q. 60. What course do the judges of the Nizamut Adawlut (highest criminal 
c jurt) adopt ? 

A. If the judge of the supreme criminal court, before whom the referred case comes, 
should, after consulting with the muftis of that court, concur in the opinion of the circuit 
judge, his decision is confirmed and carried into execution ; but should the sudder 
nizamut (supreme criminal judge) differ from the opinion of the circuit judge, the case is 
then submitted to a second, or if necessary, to a third sudder nizamut judge, and the 
opinion given by two sudder judges against one is final. 

Q. 61. Are the judges of the supreme criminal court also judges of the highest 
civil court ? 

A. Yes ; and very deservedly. 


Q. 6*2. Are they generally competent to the discharge of their duties ? 

A. I have already observed (Q, 42.) that they are highly competent. 

Q. 63. As it is of the highest importance that the courts of circuit should be 
above all corruption, can you suggt^st any means of improving them ? 

A. Courts which have the disposal of life and death are undoubtedly of very high 
importance, and 1 would therefore propose, instead of only one law assessor (who 
stands in place of a jury), three or five (at least three) law assessors should he attached 
to each court while trials are going on. 


Q. 64. From what class of men would you select the juries in the criminal 
courts ? 

criminal law now established in India has been judiciously founded on the 
Mohoinmedan criminal law. It has, however, been so greatly modified by the acts of 
govemixieiit from time to time since 1793, that it in fact constitutes a new system of law, 
coDcittiiig partly of its original basis and partly of the government Regulations. But 
it has bmn made a regular study only by the respectable Mahommedans, who, when 
they attain ascertain proficiency, are styled maulavies, a term equivalent to doctors of 
law* Formerly^ two of these were attached to each court of circuit, and one to each 
dlstricii Of late^ the office' of maulavi of circuit having been abolish^, the maulavi or 

mufti 
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REVENUE mufti of tho zillah (district) court Jias boou ord(!Kf4 by government to officiate as mufti 
\Nn jyo;ciAL of.tireuitj while the judge of circuit is engs^ed criminal .(^ses, of that 

systfAi. district; thus he alone, as assessor of tlie judge of circuit, is entrusted with the powers 

. — ^ usually assigned to a jury in a British court, having the power of delivering his opinion 

Ramnio)rm Iftoy's on every case at the close of the trial. 

Opinions. Par. 2 . With a view to lessen the abuse of the great power thus given, it is highly 

desirable that government should adopt the following precaution. The judge of circuit, 
previous to his departure for any zillah (district) or city to tiy criminal pauses, should 
summon, through the magistrate, one or two additional maulavies attached to the adja- 
cent courts, with a few other learned, intelligent, and respectable inhabitants of that 
district or city, to join him on his arrival, with a moderate extra allowance for their ser- 
vices, and every morning before he takes his seat on the bench, tliejudge sliould, without 
previous intimation, direct three of them to sit with him during the whole trials that 
may come on fur that day, as his law assessors, and they should be required to deliver 
their opinions in each case in open court, immediately after the close of the proceedings, 
without previous opportunity of communicating with any one whatever, on the same prin- 
ciple as English jury ; apd the judge should immediately inform the parties of tltc 
verdict, to put an end to all intrigues. The judge of circuit should also be required 
to keep a vigi)20H w^atch over the proceedings of the magistrates within liis jurisdic- 
tion, and to institute an investigation personally and on tlie spot into any complaint 
preferred against him, whenever he secs suOicicnt ground for adopting tliis prompt 
tneasure ^ and the judge of circuit only should have the power of inflicting corporal 
punishment, not any magistrate, as injudiciously authorized by Regulation IX. of 1807, 
sec. 19. 

Q. 65. What would bo their duty ? precisely like that of a jury, or like that of 
the law assessors, as hitherto employed? 

A. More resembling that of tlie law assessor as hitherto employed. Tlie diflerence 
between them is not important, and the result would be the same. 

Q. 66. Should not the jury be selected from "persons of all religious sects and 
divisions ? 

A. Since criminal law has hitherto been administered by the Mahommedans, to con- 
ciliate this class, the assessors should still be selected from among them, until the other 
classes may have acquired the same qualiticalions, and the Mahommedans may become 
reconciled to co-operate with them. 

Q, 67* Do you think any alteration necessary in the system of criminal law now 
established ? 

A. As the ci'iminal laws now established are already in general very, famil^^r to the 
natives, I think they may better remain in their present state, until the government may be 
able to introduce a regular code. 

Q. 68. In what manner do you think a code of criininai law could be framed 
suited to the wants of the country ? 

A< A code of criminal law for India should be founded, as far as possibjLe, on those 
principles which are common to, and ackpowledged by, all the different sects atid tribes 
iubabiting the country ; it ought to be simple in its principles, clear in its arrang«imeiit, and 
precise in its definitions, so that it may bo established as a standard of crimiualijdstiee in 
ntself, and not stand in need of explanation by a reference to any oth^r books of kbthority, 
either Mahommedan or Christian. Itlsa suoject of general complaint, th(|t toriiiv' persons 
of high rank, however profligate some of them may be, are, from' pbljtical cdtiffid^atroiis, 

" eicbttipted 
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exempted from the jurisdiction or control of the courts of law. To remedy this inconvc- ukvem^i*: 
nience in the proposed code, so as to give general satisfaction, without disregarding the judioim. 

political distinctions hitherto observed, it may perhaps be expedient for government to aIstf.m. 

order such persons to be tried by a special conriniission, composed of three or more per- 

sons of the same rank. This very regulation, nhen once known to them, would in all R^mmolmn lloy’» 
probability deter them from committing any very gross act of tyranny or outrage \ipou Opinions, 
their dependants or others. 

Q. 69, What period ol time would it take to frame such a code, and by w'hom 
could it be done satisfactorily ? 

A. It must require at least a couple of years to <lo it justice, and it ought to be drawn 
up by persons thoroughly acquainted with Mahommedaii and llindu law-, as well a.s the 
general principles of Jlritish law. 

Q. 70 . Are the judges capable of regulating their proceeding.s by such a code 
of laws? 

A. At pre.seiit they are not generally ea])able of performing their jiwlieial duties inde- 
pendent of the aid of the assessors; but with a proper code, as above .suppr»sed, they 
might most of them in no great ])erio<l, by making it a regular study, become much 
more capable of administering justice by it than they are 1)\ the present .system, 

Q. 71 and 7*i. Would not tin* detention of the young civilians in England to 
obtain a regular legal education, be injurious, by delaying their proceeding to 
India fur several years, at that period of life when they are best capable to acquire 
the native biiig-uages Do you conceive that any disadvantages arise from 
civilians going out at an early age? * 

A. This is a subject which nierit.s the deepest coiisideralion of the Legislature. Young 
men, sent out at an early age, before their principles are fixed, or thin’r education f«dlv 
matured, with the ])rospect of the highest power, authority and influence before them, 
occupying already the first rank in society iinniediately on their arrival, and often with- 
out the presence of any jiarent or near relative to advise, guide, or check them, and sur- 
rounded by persons ready, in the hope of future tavoiirs and patronagi*, to flatter their 
vanity, and supply money to almost any <*\tent t(» their too easily excitable pa.s.sions, arc 
evid(‘ntly placed in a situation calculated to plunge them into many errors, make thorn 
overstep the bounds of duty to their fellow creatures and fellow .subjects, ami to relax 
whatever principles of virtue may liavi' b<*cn implanted in their yet inc.xperieiiccd minds. 

The exeusij^ade for so injudicious an arrangement, that it is fa\uiirable to the aenjuisi- 
tioii of thenativc languages, is of no weight'; for it may be observed, that the mission- 
aries, who are usuallv sent out at the age of from twenty-five to thirty-five years, acquire 
generally in two or three years so thorough a knowledge of these languages" as to be able 
to converse freely in them, and even to address a native audienee with fluency in their 
own tongue. In fact, the languages are easily acquired at a mature as well as at an 
iannatiirc age, by free comniunicatioii with tHo people. Moreov«*r, by llie .sy.steni of 
native assessors, iuries, and other helps to the judges and magistrates, and by the gradual 
substitution of English for Persian, as above proposed, so ojttcnsive and minute a know- 
ledge of the native languages would not be requisite. In short, from the presiuit system 
of sending out youths at so early an age, very scrioiw evils arise t o themselves as well as 
to the government and to the public. 1st. With respect to themsidves, they are- too often 
seduced into habits which prove ruinous to their health and to their fortunes, becoming 
thereby involved in debts, from which many of them arc never afterwards able to extri- 
cate themtelves, without having recourse to improper means. 2dly. 'Jliesc embarrass- 
ments interfere very seriously with their duty to goverimient and the public, as the per- 
sons I 0 whom they are indebted generally siiiTounil them, and seize every opportunity of 

P enriching 
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TiEVENUE onriching' themselves^ which their situation and tnftuenee put in their way* 3dly. Their 

AND JUDICIAL indiscreet choice of native officers, from youthful partialitieB, and the thougiitless habits 

SYSTEM. acquired in early days amid power and influence, prove very injurious to the community. 

Therefore no civil servant should be sent to India under twenty-four, or at least twenty- 

Unttimqhun Hoy s two years of age ; and no candidate among them should be admitted into the judicial 

(>pinions. line of tlic service, unless he can produce a certificate from a professor of English law, 

to prove that he possesses a competent knowledge of it : because, though he is not to 
administer English law, his proficiency therein will be a proof of his capacity for legal 
studies and judicial duties, and a knowledge of the principles of jurisprudence, as 
developed in one system of law, will enable him to acquire more readily any other 
sptem, just as the study of the ancient and dead languages improves our knowledge of 
the modern tongues. I’his is so important, that no public authority should have the 
power of violating this rule, by admitting to the exercise of judicial functions any one 
who has not been brought up a lawyer. 

Q. 73. How arc the laws of inheritance regulated ? 

A. The property of Mahomnieduns descends, and is divided according to their own 
law of inheritance; and tlio property of Hindus according to their’ s ; and of other 
sects also, agreeably to their respective law s of inheritance. 

Q. 74. What books do the Hindu lawyers, officially attached to the courts, 
follow as law authorities ? 

A. There are various books, but in Bengal they chiefly follow the Dayabliuga, with 
occasional reference to other authorities; and in the western provinces, and a great part 
of the Dakhan, they follow die Mitakshara principally. 

Q. 75,. What books do the Mahommedan lawyers follow as authorities ? 

A.^ The majority of the Mussulmans of Hindustan follow the doctrines of Abu 
Hanifahand his disciples; consequently the Hidaya is their chief law authority; but 
they also refer to some other books of decisions or cases, such as the Fatuwae Alamglri, 
and others. 

Q. 76. Is there any mode by which the law authorities, now voluminous and 
perplexing, might be simplified in such a manner, as to prevent the native law- 
yers from misleading the courts, and confounding the rights of property ? 

A. To effect this great and pre-eminently important object, a code of civil law should 
be formed, on similar principles to those already suggested for the criminal code; and 
this, as well as the former, should be accurately translated and published under the 
authority of government, by printing off large impressions, and distributing them at 
prime cost, m the current languages of the people, so as not only to render the 
rights of property secure, but also so clear and well known to the whole community, 
that it would be impossible for any designing man to induce any intelligent person to 
enter upon litigious suits. The law of inheritance should of course remain as at present 
with modifications peculiar to the different sects, until by the diffusion of intelligence 
the whole community may be prepared to adopt one uniform system. At present, 
when a new regulation, drawn up by any officer of government, and submitted to it, is 
^proved of, it immediately becomes law when promulgated ; the same as an Act of 
Parliament in this country, when approved of, discussed and sanctioned by King, 
Lords and Commons. From the want of sufficient local knowledge and experience on 
the part of the framers of such Regulations, they are often found not to ansHver in 
practice, and the local government is thus frequently obliged to rescind the wholes or 
part of them. I would therefore suggest, that If any new Uegulalion is thought neces- 
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sary before the completion of the civil and criminal codes above proposed^ that great 
care and precaution should be observed in its enactment. With this view, every such 
project ot law, before it is finally adopted by the government, should be printed, and a 
copy sent directly from government, not only to the judges of the Sudfder Dewanec 
Adawliit, and the members of the Board of Kevenue, &c., but also to the Advocate- 
general on the part of the Honourable Company, to the principal zemindars, such as the 
rajahs of Burdwan, Behar, Benares, &c., and to the highly respectable merchants, such 
as Jaggat Seth at Murshedabad, Baboo Bajnat at Patna, and the representatives of 
Baboo Monohur Doss at Benares; also to the muftis of the Sudder Dewanee Adawlut, 
and the head native officers of the Boards of Revenue, for their opinion on each clause 
of the Regulation, to be sent in writing within a certain period ; because these being the 
persons who are affected by the Regidations, they will be cautious of recommending 
anything that is injurious.* It should still be optional, however, with government to be 
guided or not by their suggestions; but a copy of the minutes made by ihe different 
parties above named should accompany the Regulations, when these are to be trans- 
mitted to England for the consideration of the Court of Directors and Parliament, and 
there sliould lie a standing Committee of the House of Commons to take the whole Re- 
gulations and Minutes into consideration, and report to the House, from time to time, 
on the subject, for their confirniation or amendment. 

Par. 2. In such matters as tho.se of war and peace, it may be necessary that the local 
government should act on its own discretion and responsibility according to existing 
circumstances, notwithstanding the opinion of the Government in England. But as the 
affairs of India have been known to the authorities in Europe for such a scries of years, 
in matters of legislation, the local government should be bound to carry into effect any 
Regulations or orders in judicial and revenue matters sent out, formally enacted by 
the British Government, or the Court of Directors, under the express sanction of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Controul of the Affiiirs of Indio, although the local 
government might still remonstrate against them to the home authorities. 

Par. 2. The attention thus shown by the Government at home and abroad to the 
feelings and interests of the zamindars and merchants, as principal members of the 
community, though it would not confer upon them any political power, would give them 
an interest in the government, and inspire them with greater attachment to it, and also 
the whole community, as being under their influence, and in general receiving its 
opinions from them 

Q. 77. Should the civil servants in the judicial and revenue departments be 
educated expre.s.sly for the particular line of the service in which they are 
engaged, oris it advantageous to transfer them from one branch of it to another? 

A. It is found by experience that persons by long habit in the performance of any 
particular duties, become not only more dexterous, but more reconciled and even 
attached to them, and find them less irksome than others to which they have not been 
accustomed. In my humble opinion the duties of a judge are not inferior in difficulty to 
those of any other profession whatever, nor is the qualification requisite for them to be 
acquired with less experience. It has been alleged that the revenue officers, when 
converted into judicial officers, must be better judges of revenue causes: but on this 
principle commercial officers ought to become judges for the sake of commercial causes, 
agriculturists for agricultural causes, and mechanists for mechanical disputes; however, 
as matters of revenue, commerce, agriculture, &c , are decided on the general prin- 
ciples of law and justice, ai^ such special preparation has never been found necessary 
therefore these two classes of duties should be kept quite distinct, if it is wished that 
either of them be performed well. 

* No/e — In the case of those parties who do not understand English, the draft Regulation, 
when sent to them, should be accompanied with u translation. 
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Q. 78. Can you offer any other suggestions for the improvement of the 
judicial establishment? 

A. 1st. In order to keep the judicial officers above temptation, their salaries should 
not be reduced. 2d. With the additional aids and checks of joint native judges 
(assessors), and juries above proposed (Answer to Q. 30), all civil courts of appeal may 
be dispensed with, except the supreme civil court (Sudder Dewanee Adawlut), and thus 
a very considerable saving may be effected by the government: one-tenth of this saving 
will suffice to support all the native assessors, juries, &c. above recommended (Q. 30), 
3dly. By gradually introducing the natives into the revenue department, under the 
superintendence of European officers (as I proposed in my Appendix A. on the 
Revenue System), and in the judicial department, in co-operation with them, the 
natives may become attached to the present system of government, so that it may 
become consolidated, and maintain itself by the influence of the intelligent and 
respectable classes of the inhabitants, and by the general good-will of the people, and 
not any longer stand isolated in the midst of its subjects, supporting itself merely by 
the exertion of. superior force. * 

Par. 2. Should the gradual introduclion of the natives into places of authority and 
trust be found not to answer the expectations of government, it would then have the 
power of stopping their farther advancement, or even of reversing what might have 
Iieen already done in their favour. On the contrary, should the proposed plan of com- 
bining native w'ith European officers have ihe effect of improving the condition of the 
inhabitants, and of stimulating them with an ambition to acserve the confidence of the 
government, it will then be enabled to form a judgment of the practicability and 
expediency of advancing natives of respectability and talents to .still higher situations 
of trust and dignity in the state, cither in conjunction with, or separately from, their 
British fellow subjects. 

Par. 3, In conclusion, I deem it proper to state, that in preparing my replic.s to these 
Querie.s, I have not been bia.ssc(l by the opinions of any individual wimtsoever, nor have 
I consulted with any person, or even referred to any work which treats on the subject of 
India. I have, for the facts, cmsulted my own recollection; and in regard to the 
opinions expressed, I have been guided only by my conscience, and by the impressions 
left on my mind by long experience and reflection. In the improvements which I have 
ventured to suggest, I have kept in view equally the interests of the governors and of 
the governed; and without losing sight of a just regard to economy, I have been 
actuated by a desire to see the administration of justice in India placed on a solid and 
permanent foundation. 

RAMMOIIUN ROY. 

London, September 19th, 1831. 


Appendix, No. 40. 

ADDITIONAL QUERIES respecting the CONDITION of INDIA 


Ibimmohun Roy’s (iuestim], WiLL you state any remarks which you may have to offer upon 

()j)iiiions on the the physical condition of the Indian peasantry ? 

k oiulition oi India. Answer. India is so extensive a country, that no general statement on this subject will 
apply correctly to the people of the various parts of it ; the natives of the southern and 
eastern provinces, for example, are by no means equal in physical qualities to those of 
tlie northern and western provinces ; but, as regards physical strength, they are, upon 
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the whole, inferior to tlie northern nations, an inferiority which may be traced, I think, 
to three principal causes; 1st. the heat of the climate of India, which relaxes and 
debilitates the constitution ; 2d. the simplicity of the food which they use, chiefly from 
religious prejudices; 3d. the want of bodily exertion and industry to strengthen the 
corporeal frame, owing principally to the fertility of the soil, which does not render 
much exertion necessary for gaining a livelihood. Hence the natives of Africa, and 
some parts of Arabia, though subject to the influence of the same, or perhaps a greater 
intensity of heat, yet, from the necessity imposed upon them of toiling hard for sus- 
tenance, and from using animal food, ^ley are able to cope witli any northern race in 
physical strength ; therefore, if the people of India were to be induced to abandon 
their religious prejudices, and thereby become accustomed to the frequent and common 
use of a moderate proportion of aiiiiniil food (a greater proportion of the land being 
gradually converted to the pasture of cattle), the physical qualities of the people might 
be very much improved; for 1 have ob.served, with respect to distant cousins, sprung 
from the same family, and living in the same district, when one branch of the family 
had been converted (o Mussulmaiiism, that those of the Mahommedan brancii, living 
ill a freer manner, were distinguished by greater bodily activitv and capacity for 
exertion than those of the otlier branch which had ailhered to the Hindoo simple inode 
of life. 

(}. 2. Will yon slate your general views with Vespect to the moral condition 
of the people 

A. A great variety of opinions on this snhject.has already been afloat in Europe for 
some centuries past, particularly in recent time.s, some favourable to the people of India 
and some against them. Those Europeans, who on their arri\ al in the country happcnetl 
to meet with persons who^e conduct aflbrded them* satisfaction, felt prepossessed in 
favour of the whol<‘ native population, and respected Ihem accordingly; others again, 
who happened to meet with ill-treatment and misfortunes, occasioned by the misconduct 
or opposition, social or religious, of the persons with whom they chanced to have deal- 
ings or communication, represented the whole Indian race in a corresponding light; 
while some, even without being in the country at all, or seeing or conversing with 
any natives of India, have formed an opinion of them at second-hand, founded on theory 
and conjccturc.s. There is however a fourth class of persons, few indeed in number, 
who, tliough they seem inijircjudieed, yet have diflerotl widely from each other in many 
of their inferences i'rom facts equally within the sphere of their observations, as generally 
happens with respect to matters not ca])able of rigid demonstration. I therefore feel 
great reluctance in ofl'oring an opinion on a subject on which I may unfortunately difler 
from a considerable mimher of those gentlemen ; however, being called upon for an 
opinion, 1 feel bound to state my impression, allboiigh 1 may perhaps be mistaken. 

From a careful survey and observation of the pcoph and inhabitants of various parts of 
the country, and in every condition of life, I am of opinion that the peasants or villagers 
who reside away from large towns and head stations, and courts of law, are as innocent, 
temperate and 'moral in their conduct as the people of any country whatsoever ; and the 
fartner I proceed towards the north and west the greater the hoiiestv and simplicity, and 
independence of character, I meet with. The virtues of this class, however, rest at pre- 
sent chiefly on their primitive simplicity, and a strong religious feeling, which leads them 
to expect reward or punishment for their good or bad conduct, lujt only in the next 
world, but, like the ancient Jews, also in this; 2d. the inhabitants ol the cities, towns 
or stations, w’ho have much intercourse with persons employed about the courts of law, 
by zemindars, &c., and with foreigners and others in a different state of civilization, 
i;cnerally imbibe their habits and opinions; hence their religious opinions are shaken 
without any other principles beiiip implanted to .supply their place; conse<]uently a 
great proportion of the.se are far interior in point of cliaracter to the former class, and 
arc very often even made tools of in the nefarious work of perjury and forgery. 3d. A 
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RKVENUK third class consists of persons who are in the employ of landholders (zemindars), or 
ANi» JUDICIAL dependent for subsistence on the courts of law, as attorney’s clerks, &c., who must rely 
SYSTEM. for a livelihood on their shrewdness, not having generally sufficient means to enter into 

commerce or business ; these are, for the most part, still worse than the second class, 

II jiitiiiolmn Hoy’s more especially when they have no prospect of bettering their condition by the savings 
Opinions uip of honest industry, and no hope is held out to them of rising to honour or affluence by 
t ondition of India, superior merit. But I must confess that I have met a greater number of the second 
class engaged in a respectable line of trade, who were men of real merit, worth and 
ch«aracter. Even among the third class I have known many who had every disposition 
to act uprightly, and some actually honest in their conduct; and if they saw by experi- 
ence that their merits were appreciated, that they might hope to gain an independence 
by honest means, and that just and honourable conduct afforded the best prospect of 
their being ultimately rewarded by situations of trust and respectability, they would 
gradually begin to feel a high regard for character and rectitude of conduct, and from 
cherishing such feelings become more and more worthy of public confidence, while their 
example woultl^tfbwermlly operate on the second class above noticed, wliich is generally 
dependent oh them, and under their inffuence. 

Q. 3. What is the rate of wages generally allowed to the peasantry and la- 
bourers? 

A. In Calcutta, artisans, such as blacksmiths and carpenters, if good workmen, get 
(if my memory be correct) from 10 to 12 rupees a month (that is about 20.«. to24«.) ; 
common workmen, who do inflstior plain work, 5 or 6 rupees (that is about 10.9. or 125. 
sterling money) ; masons from 5 to 7 (IO 5 . to 145.) a month ; common labourers about 
3^ and some 4 rupees; gardeners cultivators of land about 4 rupees a month; and 
palanquin bearers the same. Iiksmall towns the rates are something below this; in the 
country places still lower. 

Q. 4 . On what kind of provisions do they subsist ? 

A. In Bengal they live most commonly on rice, with a few vegetables, salt and hot 
Spices, and fiSi. I have, however, often observed the poorer classes living on rice and 
salt only. In the Upper Provinces they use wheaten flour instead of rice, and the 
poorer classes frequently use hajarah^ &c. (millet, "&c.) The Mahommedans in all parts, 
who can afford it, add fowl and other animal food. A full grown person in Bengal con- 
sumes, I think, from about lib. to l.Jll). of rice a-day ; in the Upper Provinces a larger 
quantity of wheaten flour, even though so much more nourishing. [The vaishya (per- 
sons of the third class) and the Brahmins of the Deccan, never eat flesh under any 
circumstances.] 

Q. 5. What sort of houses do they inhabit? 

A. In liigher Bengal and the Upper and the Western Provinces they occupy mud 
huts; in the lower and eastern parts of Bengal, generally hovels composed of straw, 
mats and sticks; the higher classes only having houses built of brick and lime. 

Q. 0. How are they clothed? 

A. The Hindoos of the Upper Provinces wear a turban on the head, a piece of cot- 
ton cloth (called a chadar) wrapped round the chest, and another piece girt closely 
about the loins, and falling down towards the knee, besides, they have frMuently under 
the chadar a vest or waistcoat cut and fitted to the person. In the Lower Provinces they 
generally go bareheaded ; the lower garment is worn more open, but falling down to- 
wards the ancle ; and the poorer class of labourers have merely a small strip of cloth 
girt round their loins for the sake of decency, and are in other respects quite naked. 
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The Mahommedans every where use tlie tarban» and are better clad. The respectable 
and wealthy classes of people^ both Mussulmans and Hindoos^ are of course dressed in u 
more respectable and becoming manner. 

Q. 7. Can you state the rate of increase in the population ? 

A. It increases considerably from the early marriages of the people, and from the 
males so seldom leaving their families, and almost never going aoroad. But there are 
occasional strong natural checks to this superabundance. The vast number carried off 
of late years, by cholera morbus, having greatly relieved the pressure of surplus popula- 
tion, the condition of the labourers has since been much improved in comparison with 
what it was before the people were thinned by that melancholy scourge. 


HEVKNUK 
AND JUDJUAL 
SYSTJ'.M. 

Kamnioliuii Jto} ^ 
Opinions on flic* 
Condiiion of India 


Q. 8. What is the character of their industry ? 

A. The Mahommedans are more active and capable of exertion than the Hindoos, 
but the latter arc also generally patient of labour 5 and diligent in their employments; 
and those of the Upper Provinces not inferior to the Mahommedans themselves in 
industry. 


Q. 9. What capability of improvement do they possess ? 

A. They have the same capability of improvement as any other civilized people. 

Q. 10. What degree of intelligence exists among the native inhabitants ? 

A. The country having been so long under subjection to the arbitrary military 
government of the Muhommedan rulers, which showed little respect for Hindoo learning, 
it has very much decayed, and indeed almost disappeared, except among the Brahmins 
ill some parts of the Dakhan (Deccan), and of the eastern side of India, more distant 
from the chief seat of the Mahonimedan government. The Mussulmans as well as the 
more respectable classes of Hindoos chiefly cidlivated Persian literature; a great num- 
ber of the former and a few of the latter also extending their studies likewise to Arabic. 
This practice has partially continued down to the present time, and among those who 
enjoy this species of learning, as well as among those who cultivate Sanscrit literature, 
many well-informed and enlightened persons may be found, though from their ignorance 
of European literature, they are not naturally much esteemed by such Europeans as are 
not well versed in Arabic or Sanscrit. 


Q. 11. IIow are the people in regard to education ? 

A. Those about the courts of the native princes arc not inferior in point of education 
and accomplish men Is to the respectable and well-bred classes in any other country. 
Indeed, they rather carry their politeness and attention to courtesy to an inconvenient 
extent. Some seminaries of education (os at Benares, &c. Ike. &c.) are still supported by 
the princes, und other respectable and opulent native inhabitants, but often in a very 
irregular manner. With respect to the Hindoo college in Calcutta, established under 
the auspices of government on a highly respectable and firm footing, many learned 
Christians object to the system therein followed of teaching literature and science with- 
out religion being united with them, because they consider this as having a tendency to 
destroy the religious principles of the students (in which they were first brought up, and 
which, consequently, were a check on their conduct) without substituting anything reli- 
gious in their stead. 

, Q. 12. What influence has superstition over the conduct of the people? 

A. I have already noticed this in reply to Q. 2. 
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Q. 13. What is the prevailing opinion of the native inhabitants regarding the 
existing form of government, and its administrators, native and European ? 

A. The peasantry and villagers in the interior are quite ignorant of, and Indifferent 
about either the former or present government, and attribute the protection they may 
enjoy, or oppression they may suffer, to the conduct of the public officers immediately 
presiding over them. But men of aspiring character, anti members of such ancient 
families as are very much reduced by the present system, consider it derogatory to accept 
of tlic trifling public situations which natives are allowed to hold under the British 
government, and are decidedly disailected to it. Many of those, however, who engage 
prosperously in commerce, and of those who are secured in the peaceful possession of 
tlieir estates by the permanent settlement, and such os have sufficient intelligence to 
foresee the probability of future improvement wiiich presents its^df under the British 
rule, are not only reconciled to it, but really view it as a blessing to the country. 

But I have no hesitation instating, with reference to the general feeling of the more 
intelligent part of the native community, that the only course of policy which can ensure 
their attachment to any form of government would be, that of making them eligible to 
gradual promotion, according to their respective abilities and merits, to situations of 
trust and respectability in the state. 


London, 
Sept. 28, 1831. 


RAMMOHUN ROY. 
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Appendix, No. 41. 

An Abstract Statement of the Claims of the East-India Company upon His Majesty's 
Goviiknment, for Supplies furnished, and Expenses incurred in India and in England on 
various Accounts^ with Interest calculated thereon to 30th* April 1821. 


Balance due on former account for Ceylon and the Eastern Islands, 

1 March 1808 

Interest to 1 March 1808 .. t. .. £952,800 

Further interest to 30 April 1821 . . . . 1,208,918 


Total . . . . £ 


Eastern Islands : Old Account : 

1806-7 ; 

Charges at Fort St. George, under the head of ** Expedition 
against the Dutch Settlements" per general boohs; arrears of 

former years, family payments, dre 

Interest at 8*032 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1806 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 


1807-8: 

Charges 

Interest at 7'975 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1807 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 


1808-9 * 

Charges 

Interest at 7*58 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1808 


to 30 April 1821 
Total . . 


1809-10 : 

Charges 

Interest at 6*353 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1809 to 30 April 1821 . . 


Total . . 


1810- 11: 

Charges 

Interest at 5*971 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1810 to 30 April 1821 . 

Total . . 

1811- 12 i 

Charges 

Interest at 6*3 per cent, from 1 Nov 181 1 to 30 April 1821 . . 

Total .. .. 


1 

principal, interest. 

1 

TOTAL. 

£. 

1,020,184 

£. 

£. 

— 

2,161,718 

3,181,902 

44,336 

.'>‘,635 

95,971 

14,409 

15,513 

39,922 

43 »io 3 

40,840 

89,943 

23,539 

17,197 

40,736 

24i493 

1&366 

39,849 

7,928 

4,746 

12,673 
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Eastern Islands : Old Account— 

PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 


1812-13: 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Charges 

Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from i Kov. 1812 to 30 April 1821 . . 

5,012 

2,567 


Total . . 




1>519 

1813-14: 




Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 181 3 to 30 April 1821 

24,399 

10,980 


Total . . 





35,379 

1814-15 : 




Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1814 to 30 April 1821 

»»473 

- 574 


Total . . 




2,046 

1815-16: 



Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1815 to 30 April 1821 

457 

150 


Total 



607 

1816-17 : 




Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 April 1821 ‘ 

526 

142 


Total . . 



668 

1817.18: 




Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1817 to 30 April 1821 

2,648 

556 


Total 





3,204 

1818-19: 



Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1818 to 30 April 1821 

7,026 

1,054 


Total . . 



8,080 

1819-20 ; 



Charges 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1819 to 30 April 1821 

6,363 

573 


Total . . 

— 

6,936 

Add, 

205,711 

161,882 

367,593 

A Bill of Exchange on the Government of Batavia for Rix Dol- 
lars 70,897. 0. 21. granted for goods sold to the Dutch on the 
restitution of Amboyna in 1803, not paid on account of the 
renewal of hostilities, equal to Spanish dollars 53>i73, or at 




5^. the Spanish dollar 

Interest from 1 Feb. 1803 to 30 April 1821, at 7 -82 per cent. . . 

13,293 

18,972 


Total 

— 

— 

32.265 

Total Eastern Islands . . . £ 

219^004 

180,854 

399.858 


VI. 
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Claims on 
Government. 
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Ceylon : 

Balance in favour of the Company on account 
Transactions with this Island in the following years : 

1807- 8 : 

Supplies from India, deducting cinnamon received 
Interest at 7 *975 per cent. 1 Nov. 1807 to 30 April 1821 

Total 

1 808- 9 • 

Ditto .. .. ditto «. 

Interest at 7 -58 per cent, i Nov. 1808 to 30 April 1821 
’ Total .. 

1809- 10: 

Ditto . . . . ditto . . ‘ 

Interest at 6 *353 per cent. 1 Nov. 1809 to 30 April 1821’ 

• Total . . " . . 

1811-12: 

Ditto . . . . ditto < . . . . . . . . , , 

Interest at 6 *3 per cent. 1 Nov/ 181 1 to 30 April i8{2 1 . . 

Total . . 

1813-14: • 

Ditto ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, l Nov. 1813 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1815-iC : 

Ditto . . and payments in England on account of cinnamon, 
deducting cinnamon received . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, i Nov. 1815 to 30 April 1821 

Total 

1818- 19 : 

Ditto . . ditto deducting ditto, and bills received 

on account supplies 

Interest at 6 per cent. 1 Nov. 1818 to 30 April 1821 

Total 

1819- 20 : 

Ditto . . . . ditto deducting ditto, ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent. 1 Nov. 1819 to 30 April 1821 . . 

Total . . 


Add, 

Payments in the department of the Committee of Shipping 


£ 

Deduct, 

Balance in favour of His Majesty’s Government in the following 
Years: 

1810-11 : 

Cinnamon received in excess of supplies from India 
Interest at 5 *971 per cent, from 1 Feb. 1811 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 


PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

6,297 

6,780 

13,077 

20,449 

19.375 

39,824 

2,509 

>,833 

4,.342 

17,024 

10,189 

37,213 

74,848 

33.409 

107,651 

7,081 

2,337 

9.4 « 8 

296,823 

44.523 

34i,:i46 

75,649 

6,808 

82,457 

500,074 

125,854 

625,328 

70,807 

71,998 

142,805 

570,881 

197,258 

768,133 

3,868 

1,755 

4,633 
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Ceylon — continued. 

1812-13; 

Cinnamon received in excess of Supplies from India 
Interest at 6 '025 per cent, from 1 April 1813 to 30 April 1821 . . 

Total . . 

1814-15 ; 

Ditto , . . . ditto . . . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 April 1815 to 30 April i8ai 

Total . . 

181G-17 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . including Bills and Payments in England 
Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 March 1817 to 30 April 1821 ' .. 

Total . . 

1817-18: 

Ditto . . . . ditto . . . . ditto . . . ^ 

Interest at 0 per cent, from i March 1818 to 30 April 1821 

Total • . 


Net Balance in favour of the Company . . £ 

Cave of Good Hope : 

1S0G-7 : 

Supplies, payments on account of, 6:c, 

Interest at 8 *032 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1806 to 30 April 1821 . . 

Total . . 

1807-8 : 

Supplies, &c. 

Interest at 7 •tj75 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1807 to 30 April 1821. . 

Total 

Add, 

Amount of Bills drawn by the Government of the Cape on the 
Asiatic Council in Holland in 1802, for sundry goods, &c. sold 
to the Dutch ; the bills were endorsed to the Company here, 
but payment was refused in consequence of the recommence- 
ment of hostilities .. £15,166 

The produce of sales and value of goods remaining un- 
sold at the Cape, which were sequestrated by the 
Dutch Government, amounted to . . . . . . 36,780 


Interest thereon at 8 per cent, per annum, from 1 Nov. 

1803 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1819-20: 

Supplies of wheat from Bengal 

Interest at 6 per cent, to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

Total Cape . . £ 


principal. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

26,050 

£. 

12,687 

£. 

38,737 

16,338 

5,963 

22,301 

20,659 

i 

1 

! 5,165 

25,824 

19,785 

3,759 

23,544 

85,700 

29.329 

1 15,029 

1 489,181 

i 67 . 9 'A 3 

653,104 

. 54)00 

6,872 



12,772 

18,652 

i 

1 i 

1 ! 

i i 

1 ! 

20,079 

j 

38,731 

! 

■ 51,946 

72,723 

124,669 

14 i 566 

1,440 

15,996 

91.054 

1 101,114 

192,168 
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Supplies, Stores, &c. to His Majesty’s Ships in India : 

1 80G-7 : 

Supplies, stores, and sundry payments . . 

Interest at 8 *032 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1806 to 30 April 1821 

Total .. 

1807- 8 : 

Ditto 

Interest at 7 -975 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1807 to 30 April 182 

Total . . 

1808- 9 : 

Ditto 

Interest at 7 *58 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1808 to 30 April 1821 

o Total . . 

1809- 10 : 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 -353 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1809 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1810- 11: 

Ditto 

Interest at 5 '971 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1810 to 30 April 1821 
« Total . . 

1811- 12 : 

Ditto . . . . . . , . , ; 

Interest at C *3 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1811 to 30 April 1821 

^ . Total . . 

1812- 13 : 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from 1 Nov, 1812 to 30 April 1821 

^ Total . . 

1813.14: 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1813 to 30 ^ril 1821 

Total 

1814- 1.5 : 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1814 to 30 April 1821 

Q « Total .. 

1815- 16 : 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1815 to 30 April 182V 

o ^ Total 

1816- 17 • 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 ^ril isi’i 

0 "ft Total . . 

1817- 18 : 

Ditto . . , , . , 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1817 to’30 April i8a’i 

o o Total .. 

1818- 19: 

Ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1818 to 30 ^ril 1821 

T^tal . . 

Total Supplies to His Majesty’s Ships . . . . £ 


PRINCIPAL 

. INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

97^83 

£. 

£. 

— 

32,124 



— 

59»707 

22,283 



— 

23.990 


— 


46,973 

i 9»725 

18,689 



— 

38 . 4>4 

24,532 

>7.993 




49,455 

95.635 



— 

16,072 




41,707 

10,040 

6,011 




— 

— 

16,051 

17,946 



— 

8,839 




1 — 

96,078 

17,212 

7,744 


— 

— 

94,956 

9,847 




3,841 

13,688 

18,164 

5,995 



— 

94.159 

6,494 



— 

1.734 



— 

8,158 

166 



' 

35 




901 

1,110 



— 

166 


— 

— 

1,976 

199,967 

» 43.>56 

343>193 
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Expedition to the French Islands: 


PRINCIPAL. 


£. 

120,574 


1809- 10 : 

Supplies on this account in excess oPpayments . . 

Interest at 6 *353 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1809 to 30 April 1821 . 

Total • • • 

1810- 11 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . j 1,145,249 

Interest at 5 *971 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1810 to 30 April 1821 

Total . • 

1811- 12 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 *3 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1811 to 30 April 1821 .. 

Total • • . • 

1812- 13 ; 

Ditto ditto . . . . . « 

Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1812 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1813- 14: 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1813 to 30 April 1821 

Total . • 

1814- 15: 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1814 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . . , 

1815- 16 : 

Ditto . . ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1815 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1816- 17 ; 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1817- 18: 

Supplies on this account in excess of payment . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1817 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1819-20 : 

Ditto . . ditto 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1819 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 


INTEREST. 


948,865 


283,592 


130,886 


131,339 


355,869 


153,207 


34,623 


31,497 


3,335,601 


£. 

88,091 

718,020 

567,896 

145,235 

58,899 

51,183 

117,437 

41,366 

7,271 

2,835 


1,798,233 


£. 

208,665 

1,863,269 

1,516,761 

428,827 

189,785 

182,422 

473,306 

194,735 

41,894 

34»332 


5,133,834 
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Expcdidon to the French Islands — continued. 

Add, 
i8]o-i 1 : 

Supplies from the Cape of Good Hope 

Interest at 5 per cent, from l Nov. 1810 to 30 April 1821 

Total .. 

1811- 12 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 5 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1811 to 30 April 1821 

Total 

1812- 13: 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 5 per cent, from i Nov. 1812 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

Freight and other expenses paid in England 

Total on account Expedition to French Islands . . 
Expedition to Java; 

1810- 11; * 

Supplies on this account in excess of payments . .' 

Interest at 5 *971 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1810 to 30 April 1821 

Total , . 

1811- 12 ; 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 *3 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1811 to 30 April 1821 

. Total . . 

1812- 13; 

Ditto . . ditto . . . . . . . . . . 

Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from i Nov. 1812 to 30 April 1821 

Total .. 

1813- 14 ; 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from i Nov. 1813 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1814- 15 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1814 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1815- 16 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1815 to 30 i^ril 1821 
^ lotal . . 

1816- 17 : 

Ditto . . ditto . . . ■ 

Inteiiest at 6 per cent. Irom 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1817- 18: 

Ditto . . ditto . . 

Infmst at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1817 to 30 .^ril 1821 

Total . . 

Freight and other charges in England 


Total on account Expedition to Java 


£ 


PRINCIPAL 

.j INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

* 3 . 57 * 

7,127 

20,699 

3,688 

1,275 

3.963 

3 . 43 a 

77.533 

ii 459 

• 

4.891 

77.533 

3,433,826 

1,808,094 

5,240,920 

644,484 

404,062 

1,048,546 

949.360 

568,193 

». 5 » 7 , 65 a 

694,718 

355.782 

J. 050, 500 

456,051 

205,233 

661,374 

650,423 j 

i 

253.664 

« 

904,086 

217.397 

71,741 

289,138 

181,707 

49 *o<ii 

230,768 

154.6OI 

»« 3.083 j 

32,445 

186,946 

113,033 

4,061,663 

1,940,170 

6,001,833 
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PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

Expedition to the Moluccas: 




1809-10: 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Supplies, Expenses, 8cc . « 

2,762 



Interest at 6 *353 per cent. fVom 1 Nov. 1809 to 30 April i8ai . . 

— 

2,019 


Total • * • • 

— 

— 

4,781 

1810-11 : 




Ditto .. ditto .. .. 

195.792 



Interest at 5 -971 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1810 to 30 April 1821 . . 


122,754 


Total , . 

— 

— 

318,546 

1811-12 : 




Ditto . . ditto 

129,9»7 



Interest at 6 *3 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1811 to 30 April 1821 . . 


77.756 


Total .. 

— 


207,673 

1812-13: * 




Supplies, Expenses, Ac 

U3.7*5 



Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1812 to 30 April 1821 .. 

— 

73.598 


Total .. 


— 

217,313 

1813-14; 




Ditto . . ditto 

64,757 



Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1813 to 30 .^ril 1821 


28,242 


Total . • 

— 

1 — 

90,999 

1814-15; 




Ditto . . ditto 

62,129 



Interest at 6 per cent, from i Nov. 1814 to 30 April 1821 

— 

24,230 


Total . . 

— 

— 

86,359 

1815-16 : 




Ditto . . ditto 

101,275 



Interest at 6 per cent, from i Nov. 1815 to 30 April 1821 

— 

33423 


Total . • 


— 

134.698 

1816-17 : 




Ditto . . ditto . . . . . . 

32.859 



Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 April 1821 

— 

8,870 


Total . . 

— 


41,729 

1817-18 : 




Ditto . . ditto .. .. •• .. *. •• 

16,510 



Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1817 to 30 April 1821 

— 

3.465 


Total . . . • 

• 


19,975 

Deduct, 

747.716 



374.357 

1,122,^73 

The value of Spices sold by the Company, for which Cash has 




been received to 30 April 1821 

655.795 



Interest thereon to 30 April 1821 . . 

— 

169,319 


Total . • • « 

— 

— 

82SIJI4 





Total on Account the Moluccas . • • • £ 

91.921 

205,038 

296,959 
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Diplomatic Expenses on account Persia: 


1811- 12: 

Amount of Expenses incurred from Mar. 18)1 to April 1812 
Interest at 6 *3 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1811 to 30 April 1821 

Total .. 

1812- 13: 

Amount of Expenses incurred from May 1812 to April 1813 
Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1812 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1813- 14; 

Amount of Expenses incurred from May 1813 to April 1814 
Interest at 6 percent from 1 Nov. 1813 to 30 April 1821 

Total .. 

1814 : 

Amount of Expenses incurred from May to June 1814 
Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1814 to 30 April 1821 

Total .. 


1814-15: 

Amount of Expcn.^cs incurred from July 1814 to April 1815 
Interest at (i per cent, from 1 Nov, 1814 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

181.5: 

Amount of Expenses incurred from May to December 1815 
Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1815 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 

1816-17 ; 

Amount of Expenses incurred from May 1816 to March 1817 
Interest at G per cent, from 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 April 1821 

Total . . 


Total on account Persian Embassy . . . . £ 


Advances in India pou Naval Services: 

1811-12: ^ 

Advances for which Bills were drawn, but a part of 

which only were paid £162,348 

Deduct, Amount paid in January and February 1813 . , 63,925 

Interest from the dates of Dills to time of payment at 

6 -3 per cent 3,756 

on Bill, not paid, from their dates to 30 April 

60,436 

Total .. 


PRINCIPAL, 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

46,325 

£. 

27.666 

£. 

73.891 

39.065 

20,006 

59.071 

42,072 

18,93a 

61,004 

13.251 

5.168 

18419 

140,613 

7>,772 

912,385 

21,482 

8,378 

39,860 

6,968 

2,299 

9.267 

2,912 

786 

3.698 


83,235 

255,210 

- 98,423 

i 



64,191 

1 

162,614 


(wNfihued on next page.) 
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VI. 

CLAIMS, 


Advances for Naval services — continued. 


PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

1813-13: 

Advances 

Deduct, Bills drawn 

Interest at 6-035 percent, from dates of bills to time of 
payment 

Ditto on £1,853, from i November 1812 to 30 April 
1821 

£70,862 

69,009 

4,094 

949 

1,853 

5>043 

£. 

Total . 

1813-14: 

Advances . . . • 

Deduct, Bills drawn 

• • * 

£116,502 

81,338 

35.164 

6,896 

Interest at 6 per cent, from date of bills to time of pay- 
ment 

Ditto on £35,164, from 1 November 1813 to 30 April 
1821 .. 

4,880 

15,824 

20,704 


Total . 

1814-15 • 

Advances • . . . . . . . . • 

Deduct, Bills drawn . . 

£90,310 

74.074 

16,236 

55,868 

Interest at 6 per cent, from dates of bills to time of pay- 
ment . . 

Ditto on £16,236, from 1 November 1814 to 30 April 
1821 

4,444 

<5,332 

19.778 


Total . 

1815-16 : 

Advances 

Deduct, Bills drawn . . . . . . . . , . 

£111,695 

95.737 

15,958 

27,012 

Interest at 6 per cent, from dates of bills to time of pay- 
ment . . 

Ditto on £15,958, from 1 November 1815 to 30 April 
1821 

5.744 

5,966 

11,010 

26,968 

Total . 

1816-17 : 

Advances .* .. .. 

Deduct, Bills drawn . . . . 

£113,340 

97.029 

16,311 


Interest on £16,311, at 6 per cent. fVom 1 Nov. 1816 
to 30 April 1821 

Total . 

• • • 

4,404 

20,715 

t 1 

Total Advances in India for Naval Services . . £ 

183,945 

116,128 

300,073 


Company's 
Claims on 
Govern meiu. 


2 R 2 
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VI. 

( LAIMS. 


Company s 
Claims on 
Government. 



PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

Extra Expenses incurred at St. Helena on account 




Napoleon Bonaparte's detention on that Island : 






£, 


]8i5>i6 

111,203 



Interest at 5 percent, from 1 April 1816 to 30 April 1821 •• 

— 

28,264 


Total . . 


— 

139.467 

1816-17 

205,705 



Interest at 5 per cent, from 1 April 1817 to 30 April 1821 

— 

41 i 998 


Total . . 

— 

— 

247.703 

1817-18 .. .. 

153,595 



Interest at 5 per cent, from 1 April 1818 to 30 April 1821 

— 

93.679 


* Total . . 

— 

— 

177.274 

1818-19 

204,459 



Interest at 5 per cent, from 1 April 1819 to 30 April 1821 

— 

21,298 


Total .. 

— 

— 


1819-20 : 1 Oct. 1819 to 30 April 1820 ' 

108,069 



Interest at 5 per cent, from 1 Feb. 1820 to 30 April 1821 

— 

6,754 


Total . . 

— 

— 

114,893 

1820-21 

167,896 



Interest at 5 per cent, from i Nov. 1820 to 30 April 1821 

— 

4*197 


Total 

— 

— 

172,09.3 

Total Extra Expenses at St. Helena . . £ 

950,927 

126,190 

>,077,117 

Expense of BurLDiNo Ships in India for 




Ills Majesty’s Service: 




“ Salsetle” frigate, built at Bombay : 




1 806-7 • 




Expense, Rupees t2,48,i95, at 2s. 3d. the rupee . . 

27,922 



Interest at 8*032 per cent, from 1 Nov. 1S06 to 30th April 1821 

— 

32,517 


Total .. 


— 

60,439 

“ Penang” frigate, built at Prince of Wales’ Island : 




February 1808 to January 1810 ; 




Expense, Dollars at 5s. each . . . . . . £36,064 




Interest from 1st Aug. in each year to 30th April 1821 

— 

28,160 


Expense at Bengal, Ct. Rups. 1,01,736, at 2^1. . . i^»i74 




— 

46,238 



Interest at 6*353 percent. 1st Nov. 1809 to 30th April 1821 . . 

— 

7 * 4.35 


Total . . 

— 


81,883 

1810-11, 1811-12, 1812-13: 




** Penang” frigate : sundry expenses defrayed upon this ship's 




arrival in England 

2,581 



Interest at different rates, from 1st November in each year to 




30th April 1821 

— 

1,145 


Total . . 

— 


3.726 

Minden,” built at Bombay : 




1807-8, Rupees 32,063, at ts , ^d, the rupee . . . . £31607 




1808^9, .. 1,43,133 — 16,103 




i8o9«:io, .. 9,30,873 — 95,973 




1810-11, .. 22,913 — •• •• •• 2,577 





48,260 

• 


Interest at different rates, from Ist November in each year to 

$ 



30th April 1821 


39 * 734 ., 


Total . . 

•— 

— 

t 87,994 


(continued on next page.) 
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Expense of building Ships—con/i/zuci. 

piuncipalJ 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL? 

** Cornwallis/’ built at Bombay : 




August 1811 to July 1813 : 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Rupees 3,96,361, at 23. 3d. the rupee .. 

Interest at different rates, from ist February in each year to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

44»59i 

23,727 

68,318 

“ Timbers and Planks," for building a 74-gun Ship sent to 
England per Cornwallis : 

January to November 1813 : 

Rupees 77,774, at 23. 3d. the rupee .. .• 

Interest at 6per centi to 30tli April iSai . . . . 

’ Total .. 

8,750 

4,114 

i 

12,864 

“ Wellesley," built at Bonibay ; 

May 1813 to April 1815 ; 

Rupees 3*37,672, at 23. 3d. the rupee . . . . . • • • 

Interest at 6 per cent, from ist Sept. 1814 to 30tli April 1821 . . 

Total . . 

37,988 

16,145 

54,133 

Brig Victor,” built at Bombay : 

January to November 1814 : 

Rupees 54,834, at 23. 3(1. the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st June 1814 to 3otli April 1821 .. 

Total . . 

6,169 

2,560 

8,729 

Timbers and Planks," for building a 74-gun Ship sent 
to Europe : 

May 1814 to April 1815 : 

Rupees 80,400, at 23. 3d 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st Nov. 1814 to 30th April 1821 . . 

Total . . 

1 

9.045 

3.528 

>2,573 

Brigantine “ Sphynx,” built at Bombay : 

March 1814 to January 1815 : 

Rupees 34,277, at 23. 3d. the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st Sept. 1814 to 30th April 1821 . . 

'Total . . • • 

3,856 

1,544 

5,400 

<< Amphitritc " frigate, built at Bombay ; 

July 1814 to April 1816 : 

Rupees i»9i»547> at 23. 3d. the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from \st December in each year to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

2ii549 

7,538 

1 

29,087 


{continued on next poge,) 
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VI. 

CLAIMS. 

Colony s 
Ciaiott on 
G4»(cmincnl. 


aiO «6ST APPENIMX to the THIRD RJ^RT or t«» 

Af^odixt No. 4tl-4-ccmtinued. 


Expense of building Sliips — continued. 

i 

PRINCIPAL. 

1 

INTBilRST. 

1 

TOTAL. 

Melville," built at Bombay : 

^farcli 181510 March 1817: 

£. 

£. 

£. 

iliipees 3,60,261, at 2s. 3d- the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st ISeptembcr in each year to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

40 , 5«9 

12,051 

52.580 

Brig “ Zebra," built at Bombay : 




May 181410 November 1815: 




Rupees 59,001, at ^.v. ^(L the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st February 1815 to 30th April 

1821.. ' . . 

Total .. 

0,648 

8.493 

9,141 

Brigantine ** Camelcon," built at Bombay : 




February 1815 to January 1816 ; 




Rupees 35,273, at 2.9. 3(/. the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st Aug. 1815 to 30th April 1821 . . 

I otal « • . • 

3 * 9^8 

1.369 

5^331 

** Trincoraalee " frigate, built at Bombay : 




October 1814 to October 1817 : 




Rupees 2,1 1,448, at 25 . 3d. the rupee 

Interest at G per cent, to 30th April 1821 

Total . . . . • 

23,788 

5.989 

89.777 

'‘Timbers and Planks " for building a 74-gun Ship, sent home 
per “ Melville 



1 

December 1 8 1 6 to May 1817: 

^ 1 


1 

Rupees 74,850, at 25. 3^. the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st March 1817 to 30th April 1821 . . 

Total .. 

8,421 

s,i04 

10,525 

" Malabar,” built at Bombay : 




Februaiy 1817 to January 1819: 




Rupees 3,82,599, at 25. 3d. the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1st August in each year to 30tii 
April 1821 

Total . . 

j 43.043 

8,947 

51,890 

Expense of Building Ships, Ac. . , £ 

383.346 

.200,400 

583,746 

\ 

[continued on 

next pige») 
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vr. 

CLAIMS. 


Expense of building Ships^con/inued. 

PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

Deduct, Bills drawn by the Naval Commissioner, viz. 

On account of the ship “ Cornwallis,” Rupees 3,79,321. at as. 3<f. 

the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from the 27th August 1814, when the bill 
was paid, to 30th April 1821 . . 

Total .. 

£. 

44.674 

£. 

17,096 

£. 

59 . 770 ' 

On account of “ Timbers and Planks ” for building a 74 * 6 “" 
ship sent to Europe in the “ Cornwallis,” Rupees 76,599, at 

2s. 3(/. the rupee 1 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 8th September 1814, when the bill 

was paid, to 30th April 1821 

Total . . 

8,617 

3.436 

14,053 

On account of the “Wellesley,” Rupees 3 , 4 i» 457 > 2s. 3d. 

the rupee 

Interest at 6 per cent, from the 29th March 1816, when the bill 

was paid, to 30th April 1821 

Total . . • . 

38,414 

11 . 7*7 

50,141 

On account of the ** Victor,” Rupees 54,500i at 2s. 3d. 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 27th September 1815, when the 
bill was paid, to 30th April 1821 

Total . . 

6,131 

4.056 

8,187 

On account of the “ Sphynx,” Rupees 34 i 59 i* 2s. 3t/. 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 291!! March 1816, when the bill 
was paid, to 30th April 1821 

Total . . 


1.185 

5.076 

On account of the “ Zebra,” Rupees 58,054, at 25. 3d. 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 16th October 1816, when the bill 
was raid, to 30tli April 1821 

Total .. 


1.780 

8.311 

On account of the “ Cameleon,” Rupees 35,039, at 2 s. 3d. 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 15th February 1817, when the bill 

was paid, to 30th April 1821 .. 

Total .. .• 

3»942 

994 

4,036 

On account the “ Trincomalee,” Rupees i,77»540, at 2s. 3d. . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from the payment of the bills to the 30th 
April 1821 .. 

1 otal • « • . 

19,973 

*.563 

44,536 

On account the “ Malabar,” Rupees 2,88,910, at 2s. 3d. 

Interest at 6 per cent, from the payment of the bills to 30tli 

April 1821 

Total . . 

32*508 

3.443 

35.745 

Total Expense of Building Ships in India for His 1 £ 
Majesty's Service, in excess of Repayments . . / ^ 

162,675 

44,060 

1 406,735 

220,671 

156.340 

i 377.011 


[continued on next poge.) 
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VI. 

CLAIMS. 

Company's 
Claimt on 
Ciovernmcnt. 


sw HRST APPENDIX to' this THIRD REPORT of tUt 

Appendix 4il— continued. 



PRINCIPAL 

j interest. 

TOTAL. 

Miscellaneous Charges, viz. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Payments in England for Passage of Troops, Freight of Stores, &c.: 




Season 1795 . . 

12,809 



Interest at £4. 145. ^d. per cent, from 1 May 1796 to 30 April 



1821 


15,090 


Total . , 

Season 1 796 . . . . 

2,662 


*7.890 

Interest at £5. igs. <^\d. per cent, from 1 May 1797 to 30 April 



1821 


3.829 


Total . . 

Season 1798 

i»333 


6,491 

Interest at £5. 2^d. per cent, from 1 May 1799 to 30 April 



1821 

— 

1.558 


Total 

Season 1801 

3.736 


2,891 

Interest at £3. i8i. i^d. per cent, from 1 May 1802 to 30 April 



1821 

- 

2.774 


Total . . . . 

Season 1807 .. 

2,36a 


6,510 

Interest at £4. 145. per cent, from 1 May 1808 to 30 April 



1821 

— 

1.453 


Total . • 

Season 1808 .. .. 

5,079 

3,815 

Interest at £4. 125. lod. per cent, from 1 May 1809 to 30 April 



1821 


2,827 


Total . . 

Season i8og .. 

365 


7,906 

Interest at £4. 45. 2 per cent, from 1 May 1810 to 3c April 



1821 

- 1 

169 


Total .. 

Season 1810 

Interest at £4. 145. lid. per cent, from 1 May 1811 to 30 April 

5.156 


534 

1821 

— 

2,448 


Total . . 

MM 


7.604 

Season 1811.. . . . . . • . , 

8.477 


Interest at £5. 5s, yd. per cent, from i May 1812 to 30 April 



1821 


3.955 


Total • . 

Season X 81 2 .. 

2,401 


i*,439 

Interest at £5. 105. 6d. per cent, from 1 May 1813 to 30 April 



1821 


1,058 


Total . . 

Season 1813 .. .. .. .. .. 

9.558 


3,459 

interest at £4. igs. i^d. per cent, from 1 May 1814 to 30 April 



1821 


3.317 


Total . . 

Season 1814 

7,923 


12,575 

Interest at £5. 12s. 4ld. per cent. fVoni 1 May 1815 to 30 April 



i8si 


2,671 


Total .. 

— 


10,594 



(continued on next page.) 
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VI. 

CLAIMS. 



PHINCIPAL. 

INTXREST. 

TOTAL. 

Miscellaneoui Charges — continued. 

£. 

£. 

e. 

Season 1815 .. 

Interest at £4. 165. 8d. per cent, from 1 May 1816 to 30 April 

1821 .. .. 

Total . . 

9»6i8 

2.374 

12,192 

Season 1816 .. 

Interest at £3. i8«. id. per cent, from 1 May 1817 to 30 April 

1821 

Total .. .. 

2,466 

385 

2,851 

Season 1817 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Interest at £4. 105. lojc/. per cent, from 1 May 1818 to 30 April < 

1821 .. .. .. .. 

Total . . . . 

6,801 



on 

7,714 

Year 1818-19 . . 

Interest at £4. io«. lo-Jcf. per cent, from 1 Nov. 1818 to 30 April 
1821 

Total . , 

2,284 

260 

2,544 

Year 1819-20 . . 

Interest at £4. 5s, gd. per cent, from 1 Nov. 1819 to 30 April 

1821 

Total . . 

hQOS 

_ 1 

122 

2,025 

Year 1820-21 .. 

Interest at £4. 54. 3^^/. per cent, from i Nov. 1 820 to 30 April 
1821 

Total 

1 

3|128 : 

1 

— 

07 

1 

3*195 

Add, 

September 1803, Stores delivered from a Company’s Ship to 
Ills Majesty’s Ship Sceptre, at Rio Janeiro 

Interest at £5. 2s. sd, per cent, from i October 1803 to 30 April 

1821 .. * 

Total . . 

1805*6 i 

Stores delivered from Company’s Ships to King’s Ships at the 
Cape, St. Salvador, and Madeira 

Interest at £4. 19s. 7d. per cent, from 1 March 1806 to 30 April 

»8ai • 

Total . . 

88,261 

82 

i »735 

45,468 

76 

133,529 

158 

3,048 

Total Payments for Passage of Troops . . £ 

90,078 

46,657 

136.735 


{continued on next page,) 
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CLAIMS. 

Compaiiy'* 
Claimi on 
Government, 


314 FIRST AH»ENDIX. to the THIRD REPORT o» th* 

Appendix, No. 41 — continued. 


OvEiicHAnaK m Victualling-Office Claims, as in the 

PRINCIPAL. 

interest. 

TOTAL. 

Account before the Committee of the House of Commons 




in 1828 : 




Advance of 30 per cent, included in those claims to be relin- 

£. 

£. 

£. 

quished by order of the Lords of the Treasury . • 

12,270 

6 ,s 33 

18,503 

Deduct : 




Charges omitted in former Account . . 

9,221 

486 

2,707 

AIso^ charges since made for periods prior to March 1808 . . 

i>293 

381 

1,674 

Balance 1 March 1808 .. 

8,756 

5,366 

14,122 

Interest at £4. 14s. tic/, percent, from 1 March 1808 to 30 April 1821 

— 

5*449 


Total .. 



5.449 

Total Overcharge in Victualling-Office Claims .. £ 

8,756 

10.815 

19.571 

Sundry Payments in England, viz , ; 




In 1812 . . 

636 



Interest at £5. 55. per cent, from 1 July 1812 to 30 April 1821 

— 

996 


Total . . 

— 


932 

In 1813 

3.014 



Interest at £.'5. lOf. 6d. per cent, from 1 July 1813 to 30 April 1821 

— 

1*304 


Total .. 

— 


4318 

In 1814 

450 



Interest at £4. i<j.y. per cent, from 1 July 1814 to 30 April 




1821 

— 

15a 


Total , . 

— 


602 

In 1815 

2,323 



Interest at £3. 1 2s. 4-Ji/. per cent, from i July 1815 to 30 April 




‘. 

— 

7^1 


Total . . 

— 

— 

3.084 

In 1816 

195 



Interest at £4. 16s. 8rf. per cent, from 1 July i8i() to 30 April 1821 


46 


Total . . 

— 


241 

In 1818 




Interest at £4. 4f. ioJ(/. per cent, from i July i8i8 to 30 April 


j 


1821 

— 

^ 201 


Total . . 

— 

— 

1,759 

In 1819 

93 



Interest at £4.51. 9//. per cent, from i July 18191030 April 1821 


7 


Total . . 



100 

In i82<) 

2,405 



Interest at £4. 5s. 3|<i. per cent, from 1 July 1820 10 30 April 182 1 


8 5 


Total .. 



2,490 

Total Sundry Payments in England . . £ 

10,674 

2,854 

13,526 


[coniinued on next pa^e.) 
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Vf. 


Expenses Incurred by the Capture ofTnANQUEBAR in 1808 : 

PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

In iSoQ-io 

Interest at 6*353 per cent, from 1 November 1809 to 30 April 

1821 .. .. .. 

Total . . 

7,422 

5,422 

12,844 

In iRio-i 1 

Interest at 5*971 per cent, from 1 November 1810 to 30 April 
1821 

Total . . 

12,905 

8,091 

20,096 

In 181 i>i2 

Interest at 6 -3 per cent, from 1 Nosernber 1811 to 30 April 
1821 

Total . . 

4,068 

2.435 

6,50.3 

In 1812-13 

Interest at 6 *025 per cent, from 1 November 1812 to 30 April 

1821 j 

Total , . . . 

3,034 

',554 

4,588 

In 1813.14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 November 1813 to 30 April 

1821 

Total . . 

6,415 

2,887 

9.30* 

In 1814-15 

Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 November 1814 to 30 April 

1821 . . . . 

Total . . 

4,78c 

1,807 

6,653 

In 1815-16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . j 

Interest at 6 per cent, from l November 1815 to 30 April 
1821 

Total . . 

2,726 

900 

3.626 


41,350 

23 ,i 5<5 

64,512 

Deduct : 

In 1808-9 Amount received in excess of Supplies .. 

Interest at 7*58 ncr cent, from 1 November 1808 1030 April 
1821 

Total . . 

«,343 

•2,2 20 

4»563 

Total Expenses on account of Tranquebar . . £ 

39,013 

20,936 

59.949 

Total Amount of Miscellaneous Charges . . £ 

148,521 

81,260 

229,781 

Total Amount of the Company's Claims • . . £ 

Jl 1.277,839 

1 

7,271,220 

18,549,059 


Company*# 
Claims on 
Government. 


2 S 2 


(continued on next page. 
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CLAIMS. 

(iovcrnment 
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Company. 


Appetidix, No. 

An Ai;stract Statement of the Claims of His Majesty’s Government upon the East- 
India Company for Advances on account of Supplies, and for Charges on account of King’s 
Troops employed in India, &c. &c., with Interest calculated thereon to 30 April 1821 . 



PRINCIPAL. 

interest. 

total. 

i8io: 

£. 

£. 

£. j J 

Loan in Exchequer Rills . . 

Interest on £1,000,000, at per cent, per diem, 
from i July 18 10, when the bills were received, 

to 30 April 18a 1 . . £494,625 

Interest on £500,000, at ditto ditto from 12 Jan. 

1811, when the bills were received, to 30 April 

1,500,000 



i8qi 235,063 

- 

729.688 


Total . . 

— 

— 

9,339,688 

£ 

1,500,000 

729,688 

2,229,688 

Expense of Recruits transferred to the Company: 





C,55 o 



Interest at £5. 6 s. per cent, per annum from 1 July 1799 to 



30 April 1 8a 1 . . 


7,592 


Total . . 

— 


14,142 

1800 

Interest at £4. 14J. a per. cent, from l July 1800 to 30 April 

5,775 

5.667 


1821 

— 


Total . . 

— 

— 

11,44a 

1801 . , . . . . 

i 12,400 



Interest at £5. 5s. 5j</. per cent, fiom i July 1801 to 30 April 

12,967 


1821 

— 


Total .. 

— 

— 

95,367 

1802 

7,000 



Interest at £3. 185. i|d. per cent, from 1 July 1802 to 30 April 



1821 

— 

5*151 


Total . . 

— 

— 

12,151 

1 803 

9*857 



Interest at £5. 2s. fid, percent, from 1 July 1803 to 30 April 



1821 

— 

9*003 


Total . . 

— 

— 

18,860 

1S04 

13*620 



Interest at £5.9^. 2;^. per cent, from 1 July 1804 1030 April 



1821 

Total . . 

mmm 

12,519 

26,139 

1805 

Interest at £5. 31. a^d. percent, from 1 July 1805 to 30 April 

35.764 



1821 ^ .. 

— 

21,045 


Total • . 



46,809 


(coniinued on next page.) 
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vr. 

i'LAIMS. 



PAIKCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

Expense of Recruits, &c.~~~continued. 

1806 .. 

Interest at £4. 19s. *jd, per cent, per annum, from 1 July 1806 to 

30 April 1821 .. .. .. .. 1 

Total . . 

£. 

17,036 

£. 

>2.578 

£. 

29,614 

1807 .. 

Interest at £4. *jd. per cent, per annum, from 1 July 1807 ^0 

30 April 1821 .. 

Total . . 

*6,371 

17,25a 

43.6*3 

1808 

Interest at £4. 14s. 6 Jr/, per cent, from 1 July 1808 to 30 April 
1821 

Total . . 

32,048 

19.437 

51.485 

1809 

Interest at £4. 125. lod, per cent, from 1 July 1809 to 30 April 

1821 

Total . . 

19*323 

10,614 

29*937 

1810 .. 

Interest at £4, 4s. 29d, per cent, per annum, fipm i July 1810 to 
30 April 1821 . . .. .. .. 

Total . . 

26,829 

13,238 

39,067 

1811 .. 

Interest at £4. 14s. 1 1^. per cent, from 1 July 1811 to 30 April 

1821 

Total .. 

39,119 

18,258 

57,377 

tisia 

Interest at £5. 5J. 70?. percent, from 1 July 1812 to 30 April 

1821 

• Total .. 

56,649 

26,418 

83,067 

1813 

Interest at £5. 10s. 6d, per cent, from i July 1813 to 30 April 

1821 

Total . . • . 

48,444 

* 20,969 

69,413 

1814 

Interest at £4. igit per cent, from 1 July 1814 to 30 April 

1821 

Total . . 

15,509 

5,253 

20,762 


(continued on next page.y 
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FIRST APPENDIX xo the THIRD REPlORT of the 
Appendix, No. 4il-—coiitinved. 


(ioverniuent 
CJuims on the 
CompRn}*. 



PRINCIPAL 

j INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

Expense of Recruits, Sm,— continued. 

1815 

£. 

18,124 

£. 

£. 

Interest at £5. 12^. 4ld. per cent, from 1 July 1815 to 30 April 



1821 

Total .. 

1816 

3.095 

5.940 

24,064 

Interest at £4. 164*. 8J. per cent, from i July 1816 to 30 April 



1821 

. — 

7«4 


Total . . 

1 - 

3.819 

Total Expense of Troops transferred to the Company , . £ 

383.513 

223.625 

607,138 

Amount received from Government, April 1813 . . £2,000,000 

Deduct, for Cliarge of Remittance to India, 7 *058 
percent. .. .. .. .. .. .* 141,160 




1,858,840 



Interest at 6 per cent, from 1 May 1813 to 30 April 1821 

— 

89^.243 


Total . . 



2.751.083 

£ 

* 1,858,840 

892,243 

a.751.083 

Nft Proceeds op the Cargoes of the ‘‘Wyndhvm’' and 
“Ceylon,” received from the Mauritius: 




February 1812 

11,646 



Interest at £.5. 51. *jd. per cent, per annum, from 1 March 1812 




to 30 April 1822 

— 

5.637 


Total . . 

October 1812 . . .. .. .. .. .« 

9»746 


17.483 

Interest at £5. 51. 7c/. per cent, from i Nov. 1812 to 30 April 



1821 

— 

4.373 


Total . . 

November 1812 .. .. .. .. •• 

28,042 


14.119 

Interest at £5. 5s. •jd. per cent, from 1 Dec. 1812 to 30 April 




1822 

— 

12,458 


Total .. 

February 1813 .. .. 

i»»734 


40,500 

Interest at £,';. los. per cent, from 1 March 1813 to 30 April 




1821 

— 

5,293 


Total .. 

May 1813 

24*403 


17,017 

Interest at £5. los. 6d. per cent, from 1 June 1813 to 30 April 


10,672 


1822 



Total • . • • 


— 

35,075 


1 

{ 

[continued on 

next page.) 
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1 

PRINCIPAL. 

^ INTEREST. 

1 TOTAL. 

Net proceeds of the Cargoes of the “ Wyndliam” and “ Ceylon” — 



1 

continued. 

£. 

£. 

! •■6. 

September 1813 

17.65* 



Interest at C5. 102.6^/. per cent, per annum from 1 Oct. 1813 to 
30 April 1821 

— 

7.395 


Total . . 

— 

— 

25,047 

Total Net Proceeds of the Cargoes of the “ Wyndliam” and 
“ Ceylon” . . 

103,223 

45.828 

149.051 

Deduct, Expenses incurred in England 

Interest to 30 April 1821 . . 

3.783 

1,690 


Total . . . . j 

— 

— 

5.473 

Net Proceeds of the Cargoes of the “ Wyndliam” and 1 
“ Ceylon” . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

} 99.440 

i 

44.138 

143.578 

Bill drawn by agents for captors of Java on Bengal in favour of 
Government, and endorsed to the Company 

• 

191.787 



Interest at 6 per cent, per annum, from 15 February 18 17 to 30 April 
1821 

— 

48426 


Total . . 

— 

— 

240,213 


Exchequer Hills received from Government in April 

i8i0 £ 3 ^ 7 ,U 5 

Deduct, for charge of remittance to India, at 7 *058 
per cent. , . . . . . 27,325 

359,820 

Interest at 6 per cent, per annum from 1 Sept. 1816 

(when the bills were received) to 30 April 1821 .. .. — 100,750 

Total . . . . — — 460,570 

1816-17 

Received by the Supra-Cargocs at Canton, from the Royal 
Spanish Philippine Company, Dollars 100,000, or Su. Ks. 

2,03,69*2 . . £23,628 

Mint Produce of Bullion, per His Majesty’s Ships 
Conway, Iphigenia, Towey, Mugicienne, Bacchus 
and Challenger, Sa. Rs. 76,99,554, or . . . . 893,148 

916,776 

Interest at 6 per cent, per annum from 1 Nov. 1816 to 30 April I 

i8ai ““I 247,531 

— 1,164,307 

(continued on next page.) 
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Government 
CJaims on the 
Company. 


Dills Rbceived vrom the Dutch Government on Account 
OF Java. 

1817 

Interest at £3. 183. per cent, per annum from 11 July 1817 to 
30 April i8ai 

Total . . 

PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£. 

25,000 

£. 

3»714 

£. 

38,714 

1818 

Interest at £4. 105. loji. per cent, from 15 June 1818 to 
30 April 1821 .. .. .. 

Total .. 

5 i» 54 i 

6,733 

58,274 

1818 

Interest at £4. lor. io|df. per cent, from 11 July 1818 to 30 April 
1821 

Total .. 

35,050 

4.469 

39,519 

1818 

Interest at £4. 5s. gd, per cent, from 4 January 1819 to 30 April 
1831 

Total . . 

86,593 

8,620 

1 

95.81 a 

1819 

Interest at £4. 53. gc/. per cent, from 3 July 1819 to 30 April 
1821 

Total . . 

86,591 

6,776 

93,367 

1819-20 

Interest from their several dates of receipt to the 30 April 
1821 

Total . . 

20,653 

1,153 

21,805 

1820-21 

Interest at £4. 53. 3|i. per cent, from 1 Nov. 1820 to 30 April 
1821 .. .. .. •• .. .. 

Total . . 

43,086 

898 

‘ 

42,984 

Total Amount of Bills from tbe Dutch Government £ 

347 . 5 H 

38,363 

379,875 


{continued on next page-) 
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Pay-Office Claims : 


1808 


Interest at £4. 14s. per cent, per annum, from 1st July 1808 
to 30th April 1821 

Total . . 


1809 

Interest at £4. 12«. 10^. per cent, from 1st July 1809 to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

1810 . . 

Interest at £4. 4^. ^\d. per cent, from ist July 1810 to 30th April 

1821 

Total • . 


1811.. 

Interest at £4. 14s. 1 1 J. per cent, from 1st July 1811 to 30th 
April 1821 

Total . • 

1812 . . 

Interest at £5. 55. 7^. per cent, from 1st July 1812 to 30th April 
1821 

Total . . 



Interest at £5. lOf. per cent, from 1st July 1S13 to 30th April 
1821 

Total . . 

1814 

Interest at £4. igs. 1^. per cent, from 1st July 1814 to 30tli 
April 1821 

Total . . 


iHi.CJ .. .. 

Interest at £5. 1 2; . 4*2£l. per cent, from 1st July 1815 to 30th 
April 1821 

Total . . 

1816 

Interest at JC4. 165. Sd, per cent, from 1st July 1816 to 30th April 
1821 

Total . . 


PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. I 

1 

£. 

£. 

326,203 


— 

197,845 

281,843 


— 

154,802 

306,217 




141,717 

278,637 




130,034 

292,069 


— 

136,198 

278,013 




120,321 

2331781 

i 

1 

1 

■— 

79.177 i 

312,166 


— 

102.334 

249,030 


— 

58.175 




£. 


534,048 


436,645 


447»934 


408,67 


428,267 


312,958 


414,500 


307,205 


VI. 

CLAIMS. 

Government 
Claims on the 
Company. 
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Appendix, No. 4il—<(mtinued. 


Pay-Office Claims — continuetl. 

principal. 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 




»S‘7 

Interest at £3. i8j. irf. per cent, from 1st July 1817 to 30th 

April 1821 

Total , . 

£. 

262,585 

£. 

39,299 

£. 

301,884 

1818 . . . . . . 

Interest at £4. 105, loM per cent, from 1st July 1818 to 30th 

April 1821 .. 

total . . 

267,864 



34,493 

302,357 

1819 

Interest at £4. Qrf. per cent, from ist July 1819 to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

267,838 

21,054 

288,892 

1820 

Interest at £4. 5^. 3M per cent, from 1st July 1820 to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

208,446 

7,409 

9 >5.855 

Total of Pay-Office Claims . . £ 

3.5641692 

1,222,858 

4.787.550 

Miscellaneous Claims : 


j 


1807-8 : 

Expense of conveying 47th Foot from the Cape to Madras, also 
on account of a detachment of the 72d ditto . . 

Interest at £4. 14^. GJr/. per cent, from 1st February 1808 to 

30th April 1821 

Total . . 

19,750 

12,367 

32,117 

Provision Stores supplied to King’s Troops on their embarkation 
from the Cape for India, between September and November 

1802 

Interest at £5. os. ^d. per cent, from ist January 1803 to 30th 
April 1821 

Total . . 

7,51a 

7.051 

14,563 

1807 ; 

Ordnance and Stores delivered at Colombo, and from King’s 
Ships for the Company’s Service 

Interest at £4. 14^. *^d* per cent, from 1st July 1807 to 30th 

April 1821 

Total . . 

3,322 

2,173 

5.495 


(continued on next page*) 



SELECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Appendix, No. 41 — continued. 


323 


VI. 

CLAIMS. 


Miscellaneous Claims — continued. 

PRINCIPAL. 

i 

' 1 NTER 8 ST. 

i 

TOTAL. 

1 

1 


iHii : 

Ordnance and Stores supplied to the Company at Ceylon for Java 

Expedition 

Interest at £5. 5s. per cent, from 1st July 1812 to 30th 

April 1821 

Total .. 

£. 

4,800 

1 

2,938 

£. 

7,038 

iSl.*;: 

Value of His Majesty’s Naval Hospital at Madras, transferred to 

the Company 

Interest at 6 per cent, from ist Feb. 1816 to 30th April iSsi . . 

Total .. 

8,000 

• 

2,520 

10, .590 

1817 and 1820: 

Payments by His Majesty’s Government for Recruits, transferred 

to the Company 

Interest at various rates to 30th April 1821 

Total . . 

7.699 

691 ; 

, 8,383 

1808 and 1820; 

Victualling-Office Claims for sundry Stores supplied to the 

Company 

Interest at various rates to 30th April 1821 

Total 

9.970 

2,728 

1 

12,698 

1801 and 1818: 

Payments of Passages of Officers to join King's Regiments in 
India ; also for accommodation of Company’s Troops in King's 
Rarracks ; supplies of Stores, Ax. 

Interest at various rates to 30th April 1821 

Total .. 

8,514 

3.513 

1 12,027 

1 

Total Miscellaneous Claims . , £ 

69,560 

33,281 

102,841 

Total Amount of Claims of His Majesty's 1 £ 

Government / * * 

9,291,940 

3.574,903 

19,866,843 


Ciovernment 
^ Claims on the 
Company. 


2 T 2 
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Appendix — 

A Statement of the Claims of the East-India Company on Ills Majesty’s Government ; 

both sides of the Account, 


CLAIMS OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY: 

Balance due on former Account, for Ceylon and the Eastern 1 
Islands; i March 1808 J 

Further Interest, to 30 April 1821 . . 


{ For the expenses on account of these ^ 
Islands, in consequence of their capture > 
^ 1795-6, from 1806.7 to 1819-20 . . ) 
r For supplies from India to this settle- 'j 


r r or supplies trom India to this settle-^ 
Ceylon J and expenses in England for ton- M 

* * j nage, t^c., after deducting the value of j 
Lcinnamon received, 1807-8 to 1 819-2 oJ 

Cape of Good Hope { 8“PP>‘es» &«=., i8o6to 1808, andl 

11819-20 J 

Stores to H. M. Ships \ - o ^ o o 

In India .. | Ditto, from 1806-7 to 1818-19 

Expeoi tion to the f For supplies, expenses, bills drawn, &c. \ 

French Islands .. (. 1809-10 to 1819-20 ,, , , . j 

Expedition to Java , . For ditto, 1810-11 to 1817-18 
Expedition to the f For ditto, after crediting for spices Ye- 


FRINCIPAL. 


Diplomatic Expenses 1 « 

incurred in Persia .. r™” to 1817 


Moluccas . . . . t ceived, for 1810 to 1821 

jes I 

Advances for the^ 

Naval Service of Go- >Advance8 from 1811-12 to 1816-17 
vernment in India . . J 

Extra Expenses at 1 . 1 « Ain 

St. Helena . . , . j ^ October 1815 to 30 April 1821 

Expense of Building) 

Ships of War in > From 1806-7 to 1818 
India for the Public) 

Miscellaneous Charges, on sundry Accounts . . ^ . 

Total Amount of Company’s Claims 




£. 

1,020,184 


219,004 

4851181 

91,054 

>99.967 

3,432,826 

4,061,663 

91.92 > 

>71.975 

>83.945 

950,927 

220,671 

148,521 


INTEREST. 


£. 

952,800 

1,208,918 

>80,854 

167,923 

101,114 

143.156 

1,808,094 

1,940,170 

205,038 

83.235 

116,128 

126,190 

>56,340 

81,260 


TOTAL. 

£. 

>.972,984 

1.208,918 


^ ,>>.277.839 7.271.220 


3.181.902 

399.858 

653.104 

192,168 

343.123 

5,240,920 

6,001,833 

296,959 

255,210 

300,073 

1,077,117 

377,011 

229,781 


18,549,059 


A^otc.— The foregoing Account includes all the Claims of the Company upon the Public, as well for 
in England; no part of which were included in Statement No. 2 of the Revenues and Charges of India 
settled upon the terms stated in the Treasury Minutes of 28th May and 7th June 1822, which were 


East-India House, 
18 October 1831, 


(Errors excepted.) 
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—No. AA^continued. 

and of tile Credits claimed by His Majesty’s Government : with Interest calculated on 
to tlie 30th April 1821. 


CLAIMS OF HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT; 

PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

1 TOTAL. 

£. 

£. 

1 

' £. 

Loan in Exchequer Bills in 1810 

1,500,000 

739.688 

1 3,229,688 

Charge of recruits transferred to the Company by Government ) 
from 1799 to 1816 J 

383.513 

223,625 

607,138 

Amount received from Government, April 1813 

1,858,840 

892,243 

1 2,751.083 

NVt Proceeds of the cargoes of the “ Wyndham” and “ Ceylon,” 1 
received from the Mauritius . . . . . . . . J 

99.440 

44.138 

! 143.578 

1 

Bills drawn by the agents for captors of Java on Bengal in favour 1 
of Government, endorsed by Government to the Company . . / 

191.787 

48,426 

1 

1 240,213 

Exchequer Bills received in August 1816 

359.820 

100,750 

460,570 

Bullion consigned to India by Governmentin Bengal, in 1816-17 .. 

916,776 

347.531 ^ 

1,164,307 

Bills on the Dutch Government in favour of the Company on 1 
account of Java, received in 1817 to 1821 .. J 

347 . 51 ® 

32,363 

j 

379,875 

Pay-office Claims from 1808 to 1820, inclusive 

3.564,692 

1 

1,222,858 

4,787.550 

Miscellaneous Claims on sundry Accounts 

69,560 

33.981 i 

102,841 

Total Amount of Claims of His Majesty’s Government 

9,291,940 

3.574,903 

1 

12,866,843 

Balance in favour of the East-India Company 

1,985,899 

3,696,317 

,^,682,216 

£ 

11.377,839 

1 1 

7,271,220 1 

I 

18,549.059 


Advances and Supplies made at the several Presidencies in India, as for Advances and Supplies furnished 
from 1809-10 to 1827-28, printed by order of the House of Commons, 9th Feb. 1830. Itwasnnally 
printed by order of the House of Commons, 26th June 1822. 


VI. 

( LAIMS. 


Government 
and the 
Company. 


JAMF.S C. MELVILL, 
Aud. of India Acets. 
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388 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 

Appendix, No. 48. 


A UivTUHN of the P0POI.ATION of the British Tkrbitories in India, under tlio different Heads 
of Presidencies, Provinces, and Districts; and sp^ifyin;? the Area in British Miles of each 
Presidency, Province, and District respectively, for any Two I'ears for which a Census or 
Estimate may have been taken, in so far as tlie same can be made out. 

The Records of the India Governments, at the East-India House, do not contain Materials for a literal 
compliance with the Order. The following Statements have been compiled from such Documents as 
have been received from India. 


STATEMENT of the EXTENT and POPULATION ok BRITISH INDIA. 


BENGAL PRESIDENCY :-LOWER PROVINCES. 


nivisiOK 

and 

DISTRICT. 


Extent of ' 

each District Population 
in English in 1811. 
Square Miles. 


Calcutta: 

Burdwan 

Jungle Mehals .. 
Midnanore 
CuttacK . . 

Jessore . . 
Nuddea . . 
Hoogldy 

Twenty-four Per- 
gunnahs 

Suburbs of Cal- 
cutta . . 

Calcutta City . . 
Patna ; 


12,000 

(>,990 

8.260 
9^040 
5,180 

3,105 

2.260 

3,^J10 


1,105 

7 


I 


11 

c 

“81 

§ 

tu 

<■5 00 

lIs 

1.2 0 

33 S. 

O 3 t- 
ea at 

jj -s c 


Uamghur 
Behar . . 
Tirlioot .. 
Saruij . . 
Shahabad 
Patna . . 


22,430 

5,235 

7,732 

5,7f>o 

4,650 

667 


e BZ 


l\ipiilation in 
I8i». 

DIVISION 

und 

DISTRICT. 

Extent of 
each Distiict 
in English 
Scjimre Miles. 

Population 
in 1814 . 


Moorsiiedabad: 


0 >> 

H a, 

1,187.580 

Hhaugulpore . . 

7,270 

1,304,740 

Purnca. . 

7.460 

• 9 . 

.S e ? 

1,914,060 

1,984,620 

Dinagepore 

5.920 

-5 -5 S 

•r^S 

Rungpore 

7.856 

1 , 1 ^^ 3,590 

Rajeshahye 

3.950 

|l! 

1,187,160 

Beerbhoom 

3.870 


1,239,150 

Moorsiiedabad. . 

1,870 

^•32 

599,595 

Dacca : 


I'S 2 

360,360 

Dacca . . 

1.870 

ill 

265,000 

i 

Dacca Jelalporc 

9.585 

II “■ 

,2 b 

Tipperah 

6,830 


j 

Chittagong 

2,980 



Backergunge , . 

2,780 

^9 i 

0 C! 

9.252,985 

Sylhet . . 

1 Mymensing 

3,532 

C 9 .S 

1,340,610 

1.697.700 ! 

6,998 

!if 

1.464.075 

1 

j 

908,850 : 

255.705 , 

, Total 

153.802 1 


Population in 

m2. 


797 » 79 o 

1,362,10/5 

2,341,420 

1.340.350 

4.087,155 

1.267,065 

762,690 


5l-t.385 

588.375 

1,372.260 

700,800 

686,640 

1,083,720 

i> 454>670 


37,503,265 


iiemflrA*.?.— The statement of the Population of these Provinces is given on the authority of a Memo- 
randum appended to the Police Report of Mr. Henry Shakespeare, Superintendent of Police in the Lower 
Provinces, in the year 1822 ; on which the Bengal Government, in their letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated the 3d ot November 1826, observed, “Its accuracy cannot be contidcntly relied on, but the calcu- 
lations are probably not far wide of the truth,” The extent of these Districts in square miles has been 
ascertained by measurement on a manuscript map of India. 


(continued on next page,) 
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VII. 
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BENGAL PRESIDENCY, UPPER OR WESTERN PROVINCES. 


DIVISION 

and 

DISTRICT. 


Benares: 

Allahabad 
Futtelipore . . 
Bundlecund, N. and 
Benares 
Ghazeepore . . 
Goruckpore . . 
Juanpore 
Azimghur 
Mirzapore 

Bareilly: 

Agra 

ATlyghur 
Furruckabad , , 
Bareilly 
Shahjehanpore 
Seharunpore . , 
Meerut 
Cawnpore 
Etavrah 

Moradabad . . 
Bolundshuhur 


I Ext«»nt of 
each District 
I in English I 
Square Miles. 


4.650 
1,780 
4,680 

350 

2,850 

9,520 

1,820 

2,240 

3.650 


I 
I 

I 3.500 

; 3.400 

I J.850 

6.!)oo 

I 1,420 

3.800 

, 2,250. 

' 2,650 

i 3,450 

5.800 
L95O 


66,510 


Population 
ill 1814. 


s.s 

o ^ 

a s 

01 


pi 


, ^ 

** O 

C2 

CA S 

*.» o 
F 

S- 

B 73 
B CU 

^ di no 

P « 

B 

C ^ fc 

2 -c « 
c 

c c 
2^3 
S e 2* 

«»-i r-l 


Total 


Population 
in 1826. 


32,206,806 


32,206,806 


REMARKS. 


The Total Amount of the 
Population of these Provinces 
is given on the authority of a 
statement made by Mr. Wal- 
ter Ewer, the Superin tendant 
of Police in 'the Western Pro- 
vinces, in his Police Report for 
the year 1826, paragraph 166. 
Mr. Ewer offers this statement 
as a rough calculation founded 
on an actual enumeration of 
the villages in these Provinces, 
and a partial enumeration of 
the houses. The extent in 
square miles has, as in the pre- 
ceding instance, been ascer- 
tained by measurement. 


Bengal 
Territory and 
Population. 


Extent of Territories immediately under the Bengal Government, of the 
Population of which there arc no Returns. 


Square Miles. 

Ceded Districts on the Nerbudda . . . . 29,800 

Districts ceded by the Rajah of Berar in 1826 55»900 


Total Square Miles 


85,700 
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Vli. 

POPULATION. 

&C. 

Madras 


Appendix, No. 43.— -con/ini/ecf. 

FORT ST. GEORGE PRESIDENCY. 


Population. 

DISTRICT. 

Extent of 
each District 
in English 
Square Miles. 

! 1 

Population 
in 1814. 

1 

Population 
in 1823. 

REMARKS. 


Ganjam 

Vizaganatam, includ - 1 
ing Chicacole . . J 

■ 6,400 

1 t.';,3oo 

1 

of these 

' 332.o«5 

i 

, 772>57o 

1 

i 

i 


Rajahmundry 

Masulipatam 

Guntoor 

Vellore 

Bellary 

Cuddapah 

Chinglcput . . 

Arcot, Northern Di-\ 
vision . . / 

Arcot, Southern Di-t 
vision . . J 

Salem 

Tanjorc 

Trichinopoly 

Madura 

Shevagunga, includ 
ing Dindigul and 
Ramnad . . 

Tinnevelly . . 
Coimbatore . . 

Canara 

Malabar 

Serineapatam, Fort i 
and Island . . J 

Madras, Town and \ 
District . . . • J 




6,050 

5.000 
4,960 

7,930 

12,980 

12,970 

3,020 

131620 

8,200 / 

4.000 

3.000 

10,700 

6>7oo 

8,280 

7,720 

6,060 

3i 

30 


§ 

•iS 

a, 

0 

01 
0^ 

6 

•g 

'it 

SB 

il 

ii 

a ^ 

3 a 

2 £. 

03 

M u 
0-0 






■M a ^ 

a a < 

) 


Iq 

o ^ 
o 

Q 

s 

•w 

0 
fl 

1 

2 

3 


i4i,923i 


TOTAL. . 


738,308 
529,849 
454,734 

439,467 

927,8.57 

1,094,460 

36.3,129 

892.292 

455,020 
11075,985 

901,353 

481.292 

601.293 

186,903 

564,957 

638,199 

657,594 

907,575 

31,612 

462,051 

13,508,535 


The Statement of the Popu- 
lation of these Provinces is 
given on the authority of the 
official Reports of a Census 
taken by the Collectors of the 
several Districts, and by the 
Superintendent of Police at the 
Presidency for the town of 
Madras, in obedience to a Cir- 
cular Order, dated the* 28th of 
January 1822, on which docu- 
ments the Board of Revenue 
observed as follows : “ In the 
present Census the Population 
of some of the districts (as 
Salem) have not been correctly 
ascertained; though the esti- 
mate of the aggregate Popula- 
tion of the Madras Territories 
is probably near the truth.** 
Their extent in square miles 
has, as in the preceding in- 
stances, been ascertained by 
measurement. 
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AppendiX9.N0. ^ 9 ,— continued. 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 


I Extent of 
each District 
in English . 

Square Miles. 1SI1-15. 


Population, Population 
1820 to 1828. 


Bombay Island; in-1 I 
eluding Colaba and > 
Old Woman's Island j j 


Surat ; comprehend- 1 
ing the City and | 
Suburbs; the Town j 
of Randier and the ^ 
twelve Pergunnahs, J 
which constitute the I 
Collectorate . . / 

Bkuacii Collectorate.. 

Aiimkuabad Collec- \ 
torate . . . . i 

11a fHA Collectorate .. 

SobTHKRN CONCAN 


Collectorate 


:an I , 


Poona Collectorate 1 . 
Ahmkdnuoqur Col- > I 
lectorate . . • • J I 

K AN DEI SH Collectorate 
Dhauwar Collecto-') 

, • • • • f i 

The Southern Ja-v 

OKERS . . • • I ' 

Sattara . . j 


I 

= 1 S 

<u ^ - 

I s 

HU 

, 3 PQ -3 f 

18 1 ' 

1 « S c r 1 


® .a E (= 

= -g-S 8 


£ a g-x 

B 


ib‘2,57t 


1,350 

274,471 

454.431 

i,(ioo 

4,600 

1 

• 4 , 

229,527 

528,073 

1,850 

^ 0 S 

484 . 73 .'> 


Si-® 


6,770 


640,857 


5 * ' 

r 4*54,7 » 7 



•20,870 

•« •£ t. 

>. s 

1. <550,000 


s-g 

12,430 

o-J-S 

4 > 7 , 97 <> 

V S 5 

r <584,193 

9,9.50 

There ar 
House fro 
leetorates. 

1 

' 778.183 

J 

736,284 

59 . 43 **i ' 

Total * 

6.251,546 


REMARKS. 


f 'l'hc population of Bombay i^ here stated on the 
authority of a Census taken by order of the Go- 
vernment, un<l certified by Major Dickinson the 

I ' Ins]tecting Engineer, and W. A. Tate, Esq. the 
Revenue Surveyor, A.D. 1H2G. The extent of 
the Isliiud has been useertained by measurement 
on Captain Tate’s Map. 


'I'he Popul.uion of Surat is here stated on the 
I authority of a Censut taken by order ol the Go- 
I verniiient, between tliu month of November 1815 
I and April ISIG, and eertified by .lohii Homer. 
) E-^q., tlic Majiistrate ol Suiat; and of a Ueport 
' delnered in f<» the lioiiibay (io\ernment by Cap- 
1 tain J. Cruiekslrnnk, Hc\einie Surveyor of the 
I Province ot Gii/crat, iiiid* r ilate the SKtDecernher 
I 1H2H 'J'he extent of rlie Colleetoiate has bei-ri 
^ UM’erfaini’d by iiiensiirement. 


i The Population of tlie-se Colleetorntes is stated 
J on the aothurity of I lie ('eiisus taken hy Captain 
j J. Ciuiekshank, as above-meiilioned. 'I’heir ex- 
tent has been iiseertauied by measuiemeiit. 

r The Pojnilation ol the Southern Cuiumii 
3‘'tated on the authority of a Census taken by .1. 
J II. Pelly, Esq., the Collector, in December 1820 
( 'riie extent has been ascertuined by measurement 

r- The Population of these Collectorutes is stuteil 
on the authority of Mr. Couiiinssioner Chaplin’s 
Hepfirt, and ot the Reports of the Colleettirs, 
whieh were sent to the Government in 1821. 
Alimedniiggur, Kandeish and Dharwar, arc stated 

I on the authority of Censuses, on which Mr. 
Chaplin observes- They will, 1 think, be found 
very near the truth, but more «*omplete returns 
arc expected. 'I'he extent ot the Uistriets has 
been usrertained by nieasurement. 


Vil. 

POPULATION, 

&C. 


Bombay 
Territory and 
Population. 


Extent of Territory subject to the Government of Bombay, of which no Returns of the Population 

can be traced. 

Northern Concan,* 5,500 Square Miles. 

* In a Report on Education, entered on the proceedings of the 31st December 1829, the Population of the Northern 
Concan is atated at 387,264 ; but the same Report gives the Population of Surat at 254>,882, being nearly 200, UOO less than 
the number returned by Captain Cruickshank in liis Rerenue Survey. 

2U2 



Vll. 

rOPULATION, 

&c. 


Prince of Wales 
Island, &c., 
Territory and 
Population. 


882 FIRST APPENDIX TO the THtRD REPORT of the 
Appendix, No, 42— 

Presidencv of Prince of Wales’ Island^ Singapore, and Malacca; including the 
Island of Ponang, the Island of Singapore ; together with the town of Malacca, and 
Ihc Territory on the Malayan Peninsula, which has been Oded to the East-India 
Company. 


DISTRICT. 


Extent 
I in English 
' Sfliiare Miles. 


Prince of Wales* Is-'] 
land ; including Prince 
of Wales Island, Pu- 
lo Scraja, Pulo Re-' 
man, and Province / 
Wellesley, on the Ma - 1 
layan Coast . . 


i 


Singapore Island .. 


Malacca, Town and l 
District . . . , j 


180 


Population 
in 181k 


Population 
ill 1828. 


337 


I ^ 

*0 u 

I ® 

W c 3 'd 
« 2 2 
■S t5iS 
^*3 * 

" liS 

S 

i4 

•d ^ OD 

g'.’S W 

ifi 

« 6| 

w 

•“0: e 
£ 


‘Si 


800 


16,878 


57414 


>5,834 


33,806 


1,317 


I Total ' 107»054 

i I 


REMARKS. 


The Population of Prince of 
Wales’ Island is stated on the 
authority of a Census taken in 
December 1 827, by R. Gaunter, 
\ Esq., Superintendent of Police, 
llie extent of the Island and 
District has been ascertained by 
. measurement. 


Tlie Population of Singapore 
I is stated on the authority of a 
I Census taken in 1827, by T. G. 
Bonham, Esq., Superintendent of 
1 Police. The extent of the Island 
I has been ascertained by measure- 
I ment. 


The Population of Malacca is 
stated on the authority of a Re«- 
port of the Assistant Resident in 
1817, and of a Census published 
) in the Supplement to the Prince 
' of Walcs^ Island Government 
Gazette of the 8th November 
i8q8. The extent of the Dis- 
trict has been ascertained by 
{^measurement on a Map. 


East-lndia House, 
14th September 1831. 


THOS. FISHER, 

Searcher of the Records. 
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Appendix, No. — continued. 

Ab&tract Statement of tho Extent and Population of British India, and of tho 
Extent of the Allied or Protected States, so far as the same has been ascertained. 



1 „ I 

! Extent 

i i 

Square Miles, j 

1 1 

Population- 

Bengal Presidency: 



Districts of the Population of which statements have been 
received : 

i 

1 


Lower Provinces 

1 ».53>8o2 

37.503.965 

Upper or Western Provinces 

66,5'I0 

32,206,806 

Fort St. George Presidency 

i 

141, 023^ 

I3v50^i53.5 

Bombay Presidency : 

1 


Districts of the Population of which returns have been I 
received . . . . . . . . . . - • J 

1 59.438J 

6,251.546 

Prince of Wales’ Island, Singapore, and Malacca .. 

1 1»317 I 

1 j 

107.054 

Total .. 

1 422>99«f 

«9,577.9o6 

Territories of the Population of which no accounts can be 
traced : 

Under Bengal 

i 

No census. 

Under Bombay 

5>500 

No census. 

Total British Territory . . 

' 5i4»i90i 

— 

Add, Allied or Protected States (as detailed in page 334) . . 

614,610 

No census. 

Grand Total: Extent in Square Miles of British Territory 1 
in India, and Territories protected by > 
Great Britain . . . . . . . . j 

1, 128, 800 J’ 

1 

— 


Vll. 

POPULATION, 

&e. 


British India 
'ferritory and 
Population. 


THOS. FISHER, 

Searcher of the Records. 


East-India House, 
Sept. 14, 1831. 
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VII. 

POPULATION, 

&C. 

Allied Territory. 


Appendix, No. ^^^continued. 

The followinju Statement exhibits the computed Extent, in Square Miles, of those 
Territoritis on the Continent of India, which have been, by various Treaties, placed 
under the Protection of, or brought into Alliance with, the East-India Company, so 
far as can be ascertained. 


(d) Dominions of the Rajahs of Travancore and Cochin 

(t») . , . . . . Nizam 

(c) Rajah of Mysore 

(</) . . . . King of Oude 

(e) . . . . Dowlut Rao Scindiali 

(y) . . . . . . The Rajah of Bcrar, including Nagpore 

(g) . , • . . . Jcswuiit Row Plolkar 

(A) . . . . . . The Guicowar, including the detached Pergunnahs 1 

belonging to the British in Katty war and Guzerat j 

(i) . . . . . . Rajah of Koorg 

(k) . • •• . Nabob of Kurnool. . 

(/) . . . . Rajah of Sikhini . . 

(m) . . • . . . Nabob of Bhopal 

(«)*.. .. Rajahs of Sattara, Colaporc, Sew untwarree, and thei 

principal British Jaghiredars . . . . . . j 

(o) . . - . . . Rajah of Cutch 

(p) . . . . . . Soubedar of Jliansi, Rajah of Duttca and others, (‘om- 1 

monly known as the Bundlecund Cliicts . . J 

(q) Territories under British protection west of the river Jumna, compre- 1 

bending Jhodpore, Bikanicr, Jessulmecr, Khotah, the Seikh ('ountry, > 
the Hill districts of Sirmoor, and other small States . . . . J 

(r) Of Assam Jyntcca, Cachar, and Muneepore, the boundaries are so un- 

defined that it is difficult to form even an approximation to their super 
hcial contents, but it is estimated at 


Square Milet. 

9.400 
108,800 

29*750 

25.300 

42,400 

64,270 

17,600 

36,900 

2,230 

3*500 

4.400 
7>36o 

• 2 1 ,6uo 
6,100 
19,000 

1 65,000 


un- ) 

icr- > 


51,000 


Total 


614,610 


(u) By Treaticb with those Chiefs coiu’iudcd in 
1788, 1791, 1797, J80.5, and 1809. 

(i) By Treaties with the Nizam in 1798, 1800, 
1804, and im. 

(i) By Treaties concluded with the Ilujuh in 
1799, 1803, and 1807. 

(J) By Treaties with the Nawuuh Vizier Saadut 
Ali, eoncluded in 1801 and 1802, and with 
his successors in 181G and 182.i 
(tO By Treaties roiicliidcd with him in 1803, 1804, 
180.5. 

( f) By Treaties with the Rajali Sind Suheb, Soii- 
bah Ragojee Blioonluh, in 1803, and with 
the Ilujuh of Nagpore in 1816 and 1826. 

(y) By Treaty eoncluded with him in 1805. 

Ch) By 'I’reaties concluded with him in 1802, 1803, 
1805, and 1818. 


(0 By TreatM'« concluded with him in 1790, 1793, 
and 1799. 

{k) In puisuaiice ot the promise made to him by 
Lonl Minto, in a letter dated 15th Feb. 
1817. 

{!) By a IVeaty concluded with the Rajah in 

1817, and a Siiiiriiid then granted to him. 

(w) By Treaty eoncluded with him in 1818. 

(n) By 'Treaties eoneUidcd with the respective 
Chiefs 111 1819. 1820, and 1825. 
f«i) By a Treaty concluded with Mahanijah Mirza 
Rao Dessuljee in 1819.! 

(p) By Treaties concluded with them in 1817 and 

1818. 

(q) By Trratics eoiieluded with the respective 

Chiefs of tiiose States in 1817, 1818, and 1819. 

(r) By Treaties concluded in 1793 and 1824. 


East-India House, 
Sept. 14, 1B31. 


THOMAS FISHER, 

Searcher of tlie Records. 
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VII. 

POPULATION, 

&C. 

Appendix, No. 43. Citie. aiidTown.. 

A Return of the Population of the principal Cities and Towns within the British 
Possessions in India^ for any Two Years for which a Census or Kstimato may have 
been taken^ in so far as the same can be complied with. 


The Return, so far as the Records of the India Governments at the East-India House 
furnish the Materials) will be found in the Return to an Order of the Honourable Committee, 
requiring “ A Return of the Population of the British Territories in India/’ &c. 


East-India House, 

1st Nov. 1831. THOS. FISHER, 

Searcher of the Records. 
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EUROPEAN RESIDENTS. 
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RESIDENTS 


338 FIRST APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT, &c. 


Appendix, No. 44. 

A Reti^hn of the Number of Europeans in British Iiulia^ not in Ihe Service nf His 
Mcijesty, or of the East-Iiidia Company ; distingruishiii" those residin'^ within the 
Presidencies of Bengal, Madras, Bombay, and each of tile British Settlements witliin 
the Straits of Malacca, respectively, on Iho 1 st of Alay 1814 , and on the 1 st of May 
IK:10, as far as can be made up. 


Thkue are no official Returns at the East-India House from which un exact Statement can be 
prepared of the Number of Europeans resident at ihe several Presidencies of India on the days 
stated. The following Statement, which has been compiled from the best Authorities which 
could be referred to. chiefly from Almanacks published in India, will afford some information 
respecting tile comparative numbers of the Europeans resident at the several Presidcncic.s in 
India at or oSout the periods referred to. 





i 





1 

181 . 5 : 

( 

1828 : 

1 

1 

Bengal . . 

. . 

. . 

1,100 

1 

j >.595 

Fort St. George 


•• 


! 116 

1 

Bombay 


•• 

240 1 

286 

Prince of Wales* Island 


•• 

46 \ 

i 

) 

Singapore 


! 

* * 1 

1 

! 

Malacca 



i 

1 

) 


East'India House, 
1 Nov. 1831. 


THOS. FISHER, 
Searcher of the Records. 
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IX. 

(Miui; WORKS. 
Bengal. 


Appendix, No. 45. 

An Abstact Statement of all important Public Works which have been 
constructed in India, or are at present in progress, such as Canals or 
Roads, since the last renewal of the East-India Compan^^’s Charter. 


1812: 


BENGAL. 


The constructioii of a road from Calcutta to Juggurnauth, upwards of 300 miles in 
length, with branches to the principal towns near which it passes : still in progress. 


1813: 

The excavation of a canal, connecting the Ganges and Biignittee rivers : completed. 
Operations for the improvement of the navigation of the Nuddea rivers, by dredging, 
removal of rocks, &c. : still continued in every dry season. 


1814: 

The erection of two bridges on the estates of Kajah Ram Dyal Sing. 

The excavation of a tank and erection of a bridge in Meerut. 

Repair of the Ahmednuggur aqueduct. 

Cutting the western end of the nullah to the bridge at Gobra near Moorshedabnd ; 
completing the eastern cut, and filling up the road across the old nullah. 

Construction of a building for Divine worship at Meerut. 

Construction of a pucka road, ten arched drains across certain roads, and a pucka 
ghaut to a tank in the Cooley Bazar. 

The military road from Calcutta to Benares restored to its original width, repaired, 
and several small bridges erected ; the road also continued to Range Ghaut. 

Construction of a pucka road from Allahabad to Burdwan. 

Raising and repairing a road from Puttah (jhaut, which joins the military road near 
Hiirripaul. 

1815: 

Laying down mooring-chains, and construction of a depot for marine stores at Saugor. 

Completion of the town hall. 

Erection of a mausoleum at Ghazeepore, to the memory of Marquis Cornwallis. 

Erection of lighthouses at Saugor Island, Point Palmyras, and certain floating 
lights there; likewise of one at tlie island of Moyapoor. (In 1821 tlie construction of 
the lighthouse at Saugor was abandoned, and one on Edmonstone s Island authorized 
in its stead; which was also afterwards abandoned, and a second lighthouse on 
Moyapoor constructed.) 

Buildiriir a bridge over the nullah at Meerut. 

o o 

Culling a road twelve feet wide for beasts of burthen from Bumouree to Almorab, 
and building bridges. 

181(3: 

The clearing of the island of Saugor, authorised. 

Rebuilding the houses of the botanical garden. 

Establishment 
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Kstablishment of a native hospital at Patna, 

Erection of a lighthouse at Kedgeree. 

Repairs and alterations to the government houses at Calcutta, and in the park at 
Barrackpore, and erecting guard-rooms and stabling for the body guard : completed in 


IX. 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Bengal. 


1817: 

Repair of an ancient aqueduct in the Deyra Doon. 

Restoration of the Delhi canal ; completed. 

Restoration of a canal in Goruckpore- 

Construction of a new road at Moochucollah. 

Erection of telegraphs between Calcutta and Nagpore. 

Construction of a road from Tondah to Bumourec. 

Completion of the new road from Patna to G^'ah. 

The road from Piittah Cirhaut to the military road near Hurripaul widened- 

1818 : 

tiight bridges built for the entrances on the land side of the city of Delhi. 

The road repaired between Mali rat t a bridge, Calcutta, and a bridge connecting the 
main roatl with the gate of the hospital at l)um Duiii. 

Construction of a well in the centre of the proposed Gunge at Bumource and Tonda 
(this work was in 1H2() abandoned, in consecpieiice of the nnhealthincss of the 
situation) ; road leading from Calcutta to Dum Diiin repaired. 

Construction of a road from PiUtah Ghant to Hurripaul. 

The roatl hc*tween Patna and Shehargotty raised, and drains and watercourses added 
for the purpo.se of promoting cultivation. 

181<); 

Construction of a chapel at Benares. 

Extension as far as Riidcrpore of the road constructed from Bnmoiiree to Tondah in 
Kumaoon, for the purpose of opening a communication between the Plains and 
Almornh. 

Repairing the bridge over the Ramgunga, and constructing a new bridge over the 
Soorjoo rivers in Kiimaoon. 


18^0 : 

Erection of an exchange by the merchants of Calcutta on a site of ground granted 
by government. 

Formation of a botanical garden at Saharunpore. 

Construction of part of a road from the Barrackpore cantonments to a spot opposite 
the village of Biiddec Pantce, where limekilns have been constructed. 

Construction of sangha bridges over the Bullcah and Soowal rivers in Kumaoon. 
Sinking two pucka wells at Deyrah in the Dhoon. 

1821 : 


Measures for building a Scotch church (St. AndreVs), and a grant of government 
in aid of its erection, which was completed in 1824. 


Erection 
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PUBLIC WORKS. 
Bengal. 
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Erection of two chapels at Benares and Dacca; also. 

Completion of a new chapel at Futtyghur. 

Construction of a church at Fort William, and of a new chapel at Calcutta. 

Measures adopted for improving the routes of communication between the principal 
positions of the army, by opening and repairing roads at and between the Allowing 
stations, so as to make them available during the dry season for any description of trans- 
port carriage ; viz. 

From Agra to Mhow viti Lakhercc and Mokundiah. 

From Mhow to Delhi, by Neemutch and Nussccrabad. 

From Asseerghur to Hussingabad, thence to Mhow via Mundlasir, and to Nagpore 
via Berhampore and Ellichpoor. 

From Cawnpdre to Saugor through Hiindlecund, and thence to Nagpore by two 
routes, viz» by Jubblepore and by Hussingabad. 

From Calcutta to Nagpore, through the Singboom country. 

1822 : 

Excavation of a canal to unite the Hooghly with the Ganges, through the Salt-water 
Lake. (This Work was proposed in this year, and the line surveyed, but the opera- 
tions were only commenced in 1829.) 

Additional moorings laid down at Kedgeree. 

Measures for the survey and improvement of the port of Cuttack. 

Arrangement respecting the moorings laid down o(F the esplanade for government 
vessels, sanctioned. 

Formation of a teak and sissoo plantations at Hauleah, Syliiet and the Jungle Melmls. 

Construction of a lino of telegraphs from Fort William to Chunar. 

Construction of a road from Chilkea to Ilowel Baugh in Knmaoon for mules and 
tatoos for commercial purposes, and more particularly for facilitating the commerce 
between Tartary and the Plains. 

Three new sangha bridges built, and a fourth rcconstrucl(*il, over the rivers in the 
Kuinaoon district. 

Increased means employed for making a part of the new iH)ad from Calcutta to Nag- 
pore via Sumbulpore. 

Construction to Puttah of the new road from Barrackporc to lluddy Pantcc. 

1823 : 

Construction of a hospital for the pilgrims resorting to Juggurnnut. 

Excavation of a canal to unite the Damra and Churramunnee rivers : still in progress. 

Re-opening of Feroze Shah^s canal in Delhi : completed 

Restoration of Zabita Khan s canal in the Upper Dooab. 

The course of Ali Murdher*s canal drawn into Delhi. 

Works on the Seetabuldee hills. 

Construction of buildings on the eastern bank of the Hooghly, and of pucka pillars as 
beacons to be made subservient to telegraphic communication. 

Execution of certain works at Diamond Harbour; moorings at the new anchorage ; 
bridle chains and spiral buoys for the anchorage westward of the Kanacka river. 

Erection of a new mint at Calcutta : now in progress. 


1S24; 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. S4S 
18 ^ 4 : 

Wooden bridge built across the river Pabur at Raeen ; military road between Nag- 
pore and Ryepurc. 

Erection of a chapel at Dum Dum, and another at Meerut. 

Construction of two churches at Cawnpore. 

Erection of a church at Dacca. 

Erection of an additional church at Calcutta. 

Erection of a church at Burdwan. 

The Cutcha siiies of the road from Dum Dum to Shaum Bazar bridge, raised and 
turfed; revetments of timber anil planking as an embankment to the Ganges at Diiui- 
pore, to preserve public buildings. 

Construction of two new tanks at Nusseerabad. 

Construction of a new road from Mirzapore to Saugor, Jubbul pore, Nagpore, and 
Omrawatty to Bhopalporc, Mhow, &c. 

18f25: 

Establishment of a botanical garden at Singapore; erection of bungalows and scraies 
for travellers in the military road from Calcutta to Benares. 

Replacing certain bunds destroyed by the torrents from the Damooda river, and re- 
pairing the damage done to the military roads between Hurripaul and the eastern bank 
of the river. 

A road constructed from Cuttack to Padamoondy or Aliva; particularly desirable for 
the transit of military stores at all seasons. 

Two pucka bridges over two nullahs on the road to Jaugemow at Cawmporc, 

1S2C) : 

Erection of a new Madrisw*, or Mahomedan college, in Calcutta. 

Erection of a new ►Sanscrit college in Calcutta. 

Construction of a new dawk road between the presidency and the new anchorage. 

Construction of rope suspension bridges, known afterwards as “ Shakesperian 
Bridges,” was first introduced. 

Additions, alterations and repairs to the Low^er Orphan School at Allipore. 

Construction of two bridges over the Singhea Khal, and Sodepore Khal nullahs, on 
the new Benares road. 

1827 : 

Improvements of the dawk road, through Siiakcspeare’s Pass to Channel Creek, and 
the construction of a Shakesperian bridge over the Kowar Torrent on the Benares 
road. 

A new building for the Madrissa or Mahomedan college. 

Erection of the Hindoo college : completed. 

Four Shakesperian bridges thrown over the Ramgunga, Kummcc, and Ramghur 
rivers. 


1828 : 


Operations for the removal of the rocks which 
still in progress. 


obstruct the navigation of the Jumna : 

Erection 
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Erection of staging bungalows on the road from Shergotty to Gya, and thence to 
Patna. 

Erection of an asylum at Benares for the destitute and blind, by Rajah Kula 
Sliemkcr Ghosaul, the expenses of which in part are to be defrayed by government. 

Construction of three beacons towards the eastern end of the Straits of Malacca. 

Construction of a bridge and boundary pillars at Agra. 

Nine iron chain bridges thrown over the rivers in the province of Kumaoon. 

1829 : 

The formation of roads in the districts of Jounsai and Bhowar. 

Construction of a road from Balasorc to the sea-beach* 

1830 : 

Formation of a new road from Cuttack to Ganjam via Khoorclah, intended as a high 
road of communication between Bengal and Fort St. George : in progress. 

Construction of the Jynta road. 

A road to be constructed vid llooghly and Burdwnn to Bancoorah: now in progress. 

Staging bungalows and seraies at Gopcegungc, Allahabad, Shajadpore, Futteepore, 
Cawnpore, Koostan and Gya : now in progress. 

Telegraphic towers on the semaphore principle at Kedgeree lighthouse, Coverdale's 
Tree, Mud Point, Moyapoor, Fort William, and at Middle and Diamond Points : now 
in progress. 

Two pucka wells constructed at Meerut, one for the use of the natives, and for water- 
ing the roads of cantoninents; and the other for the use of the public libraries. 

Construction of a small bridge of masonry over a branch of the Nucteah nullah, near 
Bareilly ,* also bunds for securing the east bank of the same nullah. 

1831 : 

The “ Strand Road’* at Calcutta, towards the completion of which, Court's contri- 
bution has been requested. 


1815 ; 


MADRAS. 


The clearing of the drain passing through the esplanade, and the new street on the 
beach, were completed. 

St. George's church on the Choultry Plain, also finished. 

Construction of a bridge over the Mambaroota river, between Cannanore and 
Cootaparamba ; necessary to keep open the communication throughout the year, be- 
tween the new road from the Western Ghauts and Cannanore. 


1816: 

Improvements of the internal communication in Canara. 

Construction of a bridge over the Paramboor nullah, and of a new road between the 
Black Town and the norUi-west approaches to Madras. 

1817 : 

Formation of wells in the vicinity of Madras. 

A chapel built at Aroot capable of containing SOO persons; and one at Poonamalee 
ofthe same size. 


1818 : 
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1818 ; 

Construction of a stone bridge across the Madras river at the village of Chindrapet- 
tall, and sundry improvements connected therewith. 

Erection of a new observatory. 

St. Mary's church at Fort St. George reformed and repaired. 

1819 : 

Formation of a road in the Neilgherry Hills, 

Repairs to the bridges across the Canvery, at Seringapatam. 

1820 : 

Rebuilding of the lighthouse at the Presidency, completed. 

1821 ; 

Building a church for the Missionary Society. 

Erection of a chapel at St. Thomas’s Mount, and of a church at Vipery. 

Erection of a stone bulwark at Fort St. George, to protect the fort and the Black 
I'own from the inroads of the sea. 


IX. 

PUm.IC WORKS. 

Madras. 


1822 : 

Erection of bridges at the island of Samoodra, in Coimbatoor. 

The course of the river Velliiur straightened, with the view of securing a village. 

Reconstruction of the bridge near St. Mary'.s burial ground, and of the one by the 
hospital gate of the Black Town. 

Construction of a bridge over the swamp at Masulipatain ; one half at the 
expense of government, the other at that of the inhabitants. 

Scotch cliurch (St. Andrew’s) finished. 

Completion of the stone bulwarkj and addition of an iron railing. 

1823 : 

A new cut for the Votary nullah ; also a new bridge, and other works connected 
therewith. 

New laminating rooms for the mint. 

182 i : 

'Fhc opening of a canal at Chiininapore. 

Several wells .sunk in the northern division of Arcot for the purposes of irrigation. 

Erection of a church at Tellichcrry. 

Excavating and removing the shoals in the Coorm river, from the burying-groiind 
bridge to the Chepaiik Bar; and thence to the N. W. angle of the burying-ground wall 
at Fort St. George ; also securing the bank opposite the centrical course of Clive’s 
Canal near the burying-ground bridge, with a bulwark of stones. 

Great road from Secunderabad to Masulipatam. (This work was continued until 
the year 1831, when, in consequence of its expense, the government limited themselves 
to tlie repair of such part of the road as might be impassable for wheel carriages.) 

Great road from Madras through the Northern Circars, to the Bengal frontier. (In 
1828 this work was discontinued, owing to the natural and local obstacles of its dura- 
tion; that portion only of the road between Besewarah and Ellorc was to be completed.) 

2Y 1825: 
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18S5: 

Construction of a tunnel from the N. £. ansle of Fort St. George to the sea, for the 
purpose of carrj^ing off the filth from the Black Town. 

18^6 : 

A bridge built across the Bonally nullah, the boundary of the British and Mysore 
territories, on the high road from Cannanore to Mysore and Madras. 

Continuation of the excavation of the Coorm river, from the old Female Asylum to 
Anderson’s Bridge. 

A drain of two arches constructed on the west esplanade of Black Town near the 
Basin Bridge. 

A bridge built over the Coorm river, and three roads leading to the bridge raised and 
new laid. 

The road across the swamp from the fort to the pettah at Masulipatam, repairetl. 

18^7 : 

Erection of a monument, of a choultry and tank, at Goote, and the sinking of wells 
at Putteekondah, in honour of Sir T. Munro’s memory : in progress. 

Construction of a bridge across a nullah between Alliporam and Ganjam, in the main 
road through the Northern Circars. 

Erection of a stone bridge over the Jacklec nullah, to secure a permanent communi- 
cation between Kamptee and Nagpore. 

18 ^ 8 : 

Forinutioii of a new road from the Wallajali bridge, to the bar on the south side of 
the beach at Madras, annexing safety railing.s and poles, and fortifying the bank of the 
river. 

The mission church in the Black Town enlarged and improved. 

The lighthouse in Fort St. George repaired. 

Repairs made to Anderson’s Bridge. 

Construction of a causeway over the ditch at the drawbridge of the Mysore gateway, 
and one over that at the Bangalore gateway of the fort of Seringapatam. 

Formation of a road from Madras to Bangalore. (Ihis work has been completed to 
Poonamallee, but beyond that place the work has been restricted to the object of making 
it passable for carts and ordnance carriages.) 

18^29 : 

Military road through Coorg. 

Construction of a cutwal’s choultry at Jaulnah. 

Erection of a bridge over the Wootary nullah, at Fort St. George. 

The bar of the Coorm river partially opened at Chepauk, with a view of obtaining a 
supply of water from the sea by filtration. 

Erection of a wall and cast-iron railing round the church at St. Thomas’s Mount. 

1830 : 

'Phe construction of an anicut across the Kendalseroo river in Nellore. 

The 
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The reform of a portion of the grand anicut in the bank of the Cavery at 
Trichinopoly. 

The repair of the Bistce Ghaut in Canara* 

BOMBAY. 


1814 : 

The formation of a new road from Bancootc to Mundgaum. 

Repair of the old docks; the completion of the slope in the dockyard for raising 
timber; the rebuilding the slip in the dockyard; the removal of the dam; and the 
forming an ordance wharf. 

Erection of a church at Surat : finished in 1823. 

1815 : 

Formation of a road from Bandorah to Gorabunder. 

1816 : 

Erection of a Scotch church: completed in 1818. 

CoiLstriiction of a chapel at Colabba authorized ; is now in progress on a new and 
more simple plan than was at first designed. 

1817 : 

Excavation of a tank at Bohur. 

A chapel proposed to be substituted for an unoccupied barrack at Tannah, as a place 
of worship : completed by Government in 1826. 

A new mint recommended by Government; finished in 1830. 


1820 : 

The Commattec amieduct for supplying the lower part of the Black Town with fresh 
water, and the Byculla tank, undertaken ; finished in 1824. 

Captain llawkin.s’s plan for draining the fiats of Bombay by the Woorlee channel, 
adopted. 

A church erected in the Northern Concan. 

1821 : 

Rupees 20,000 expended by a native on a quarry near Byculla, to increase the supply 
of water; also a building for the accommodation of travellers; and a large tank at 
Bandreah in the island of Salsette : undertaken and sanctioned by order of Govern- 
ment. 

A chapel at Poonah authorized ; finished in 1823. 

1822 : 

A new wharf constructed at the port of Bombay. 

1824 : 

Construction of a town hall undertaken : not yet completed. 

1825 : 

Military roa<l from the South Mahratta country to the coast. 

2 Y 2 A church 
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JX. 

•I Ml ic WORKS. A church erected at Dapoorlee; also churches in the east zillah north of the Myhee, 

and at Borodo, and a Roman Catholic chapel at Colabba. 

om >ay. Road from Nassick to Bhewndy : in progress. 

1826 : 

Improvement of Sion causeway. 

A chain suspension bridge over the Moolla river applied for by Government; a 
wooden bridge at less cost suostituted in 1830. 

Construction of a new observatory sanctioned: finished in 1830. 

Construction of a church at Mhow authorized. 

1827 : 

Improvement of the Bhore Ghaut proposed ; Captain Hughes’s plan for constructing 
a road up it to Poona accepted : the work in progress. 

A church built nt Kirkhce. 

Hoad from Malligaum to Surat, finished. 

1828 : 

Construction of bungalows at Malabar Point, and formation of a botanical garden at 
Dapooree, undertaken : not yet completed. 

1831 : 

Sanction and subscription of Government for a church to be erected at Byculla by 
the inhabitants of Bombay. 


SURVEYS. 

Tri ANGULATION. 

Surveys. Since the year 1814 the Meridional Arc has been extended from Daumergidda to 

Seronj by Colonel Lambton and Captain Everest, being in distance north and south six 
degrees of latitude. 

A tract of country has also been triangulated in the Nizam’s dominions, of the extent 
of about 30,000 square miles, by Colond Lambton and Captain Everest. 

A chain of triangles has been carried from Seronj to within 50 miles of Calcutta, a 
distance of about 12^ of longitude, for the purpose of connecting that place with the 
Meridional Arc ; the position of all the principal towns in the line of route has also been 
determined. 

Trigonometrical Surveys which are connected by Triangulation with the 

Meridional Arc : 

Madras Presidency : 

Sqiiurt Miles. 


Travancore and Cochin 10,000 

South Coimbatoor 4,000 

Dtndigul L800 

Trichmopoly 3,000 

Koorg 2,200 
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Madras Presidency : — comtinued. 

Square Miles. 


Soonda and Balgy 2,400 

Guiitoop 5,000 

Masulipatam 5,000 

Rajahmundry and Elloor 7,000 

Vizagapatam 6,000 

Part of the Nizam’s dominions 13,000 


Bombay Presidency : 

The Deccan Survey as far as it is finished comprehends 
Dharwar ; tlie Rajah of Sattara’s dominions ; the Rajah 
of Kolapore’s dominions, See. ; the Northern and 
Southern Concan ; part of Poonah, Bombay, &c 


Bengal Presidency : 

Bhopal 7,000 

Bundelcund 16,000 

Tlic country between Bundelcund and Palamow 9,000 

Benares 3,000 

The Dooab 2,500 

Burdwan 4,000 



L\. 

PITIIMC VVOKK^. 

Survey ><. 


Tiii(;onomktuical Suuveys; but which are not connected with the Meridional Arc : 

Square Miles. 


Mountainous Districts 16,000 

A j mere 1>,000 

llurriana 3,500 

Part of the Sunderbunds 800 

Assam 15,000 

Sjlhet 4,000 

Miinnipoor 5,000 

Chittagong 4,000 

Cuttack 6,000 

Part of Kattywar and Gujerat 9,000 

Bhoj 4,000 

Kandeish 7,000 


Kast> India House, 
November 1831. 


J. MILL, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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Damooden River. 
Durdwan. 


Appendix, No. 46. 


Sklectioms from Copies of Communications respecting the Coal Minks of 
India, received at the India-House from the different Presidencies. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. W. Jones to O. Dowdeswell, Esq. Chief Secretary to the 

Government of Bengal. 


Sia, 

1 HAVK the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, and 
to acquaint you that I am making the necessary arrangements to comply with the 
instructions contained therein. In five or six days I shall be able to proceetl on the 
service, and shall from time to time lay before you the result of my labours. 

I have, &e. 

Calcutta, ‘21st April 1812. (Signed) W. Jones 


COPY of a Letter from the same to the same. 


Sir: 

In compliance with the orders of the Right Honourable the Governor General in 
C'ouiicil, dated the lOtii April last, I examined the stale of the river Damooden above 
*200 miles up, from its mouth near Futtah, with a view of ascertaining its navigation to 
and from the platie where the pit-coal is tube found. Out of the influence of the tides it 
is uniformly wide, shallow, and in a great measure totally dry, of course only navigable 
when it rains ; there are no boats to be seen, nor are there any used by the natives out 
of the vicinity of Burdwaii ; boats are brought up a considerable way during the height 
of the rains , but they can only make two trips in a year from the coal country to Cal- 
cutta. Where the river passe.s through the hilly country two or three hours rain fills it, 
and it runs dry in a short time again ; it Is only when the rains are pretty regular that 
boats can pass with any degree of safety. When the people of a boat find the river 
falling, they haul her up as high as possible, and wait the next rise, which often comes in 
from two to four feet high, and overwhelms every thing in its way ; the reason the people 
leave their boats is to be out of the way of the torrent, for if the boat was left in the 
stream aground, she would sink in the sand, it being composed of light laminas of murix 
or talek, with other loose matter, which the stream could very soon wash aw'ay and 
lr>\v(T the boat so that she would not rise till the next influx of the water ; I point out 
this circumstance to show the danger that would attend strangers in charge of boats on this 
river. 

Notwithstanding these difiUculties, the people about Burdwau go up in the rains, and 
very seldom lose a boat. Goods of every description are carried by bullocks ; the 
western traders meet those from the west at certain martSj and barter lac, iron, wax, 
skins, and other jungle produce, for salt, grain, turmeric, and spices. 


Little 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COxMMONS. 3dS 

Little IS done by water carriage, indeed it would not be practicable at alL much 
further than Iwa, as the people there told me that the bed of the river liigher up was 
full of stones, and about seventy miles to the west there was a cataract. 

The influence of the tide n»aches only to Omptha ; in the springs of June it rose ten 
inches there, flowed half an hour, and ebbed again; the river was once navigable a little 
further, but a large embankment being f{ .r some years broken at a place called Miindul 
Ghaut, the waters are allowed to wander over immense plains, and the bed is a good 
deal filled up about Bowannypoor, as the river branches off in different directions and 
unites again near Omptha ; but this is of little consequence t<i the people at Mundul 
(jhaut, ^\ho do not wish this embankment to be mended, nor did I find a person within 
forty miles of the place diftcr in opinion, they all wished Mundul Ghaut bund to remain 
broken, and said if it was repaired the Damooden would rise six feet in the rains higher 
than it does, and the inundation would be too soon ; froni Bhowannypoor to Bnrdwan, 
where Iho population is great and cultivation general, the little water in the river is wholly 
\isedfor irrigation, so as to leave il. in most parts perfectly dry, but above Biirdwan there 
is a small supply tliat woiihl, by the use of a little art, inaKe a nullah that runs under 
Burdwan bridges and into the llooghly, navigable; tliis could be done at a trifling 
expense, and would produce a handsome revenue, but how it would affect the landowners 
below', who use this water for irrigation, should be considered. 

1 saw notliing to indicate the exislence of coal in the district of Burdwan, the article 
sold as Burdwan coal takes its name friJin being furnished by Burdwan poi»ple. 

The place where 1 found the coal you will trace on the 7th sirtioii of Be) nel’s chart 
beyond lluggoonaufbpoor, it is called by the natives Jiirwah, but im the chart Jirwaghiir. 
The face of tliis country is hilly, iircsentiiig .i heterogeneous matter, composed of whin- 
stone, joail-stone, sand-stone, slate-spar. agat(‘, cr^stallizatiiiu and poor ore of iron. 

Natives who had bi'eii there infuruicHl me that the whole surface of the hills was coal, 
<piite hare ; this a])peared to me astonishing, and where I saw t]ic» rocks at a distance it 
appiMied coal, being perfectly black ; hut upon examination I found it toad-stone, djed 
by the galla acid of tlio jnngle saul plants, carried by (he winds and rain upon the stones, 
and which, in contact with the fiu<‘ ferruginous dust, carried also by the wdnds, dyed all 
the stones equally black, bo their quality what it would. 

The coal strata is moderately dee]), and only brought to light by the powerful eflWts 
of hill torrents rolling through nivines, when; the foot of two or three hills collapse ; 
the earth, which is composed of ferruginous clay and large pebble mixture (calcareous 
and pilecirous), first gives way, next the flaky sand-stone is laid bare, and being acted 
oil by the air the whole of the dry season, the cement between its laminas is weakened; 
it goes in this way year after year, till the coal ami the slate that covers it is acted on 
and laid bare. 

This slaty coal that is laid bare is what the people sell for Burdwan coal, and never 
think of taking any but such as they find louse. 

The hills may be from three to six miles broad at their base ; 1 have tried them on 
different sides opposite to each other and found coal ; there is little doubt but (he strata 
goes under thc^ hills quite through, and mines could be worked much easier tlian in any 
other place I ever saw ; small jiits might be opened and abandoned every wet season, 
as a shaft would not cost more than sixteen rupees to sink at the foot of the hill, and 
water is not to be dreaded, as all that would appear could be raised by an apparatus 
that would not cost more than five rupees; the men in these small temporary pits need 
not lose sight of day, and would soon get confidence to wf rk a gallery through the hill, 
if necessary. I saw no spring in any part of the country ; I suppi,se it is owing to the 
great evaporation that must take place. In some places where sand-stone was not to 
be found, the hollow places had slender pillars of stone standing, irregular in height and 

2 Z distance. 
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COAL MINES. 

Damooden River. 
Burdwan. 


distance, but as plumb as if put in by a mason ; the stones in many p^rts stand all up- 
right. 

Where the coal is now to be found is about twelve miles from the river ; the people 
propose to carry it to the river’s side by bullocks, for one and a half anria per maund. 

Now, with all these advantages, I am howevtT of opinion that government ought not 
to attempt an establishment in this quarter; for they would require five hundred boats 
to bring the quantity annually required, each boat to carry three hundred maunds. 
These boats would be laid up nine months in the year ; if laid up dry they would 
go to pieces, and if wet there would be a chance of the worms eating them ; there 
would be great difficulty in manning them, seven-eighths of the people would be 
ignorant of the use of a boat, and many boats would be lost. I would mention many 
more objections, but 1 trust it is unnecessary ; yet I would not advise to abandon the 
object altogether, but to hold out encouragement to individuals, without its incurring 
much expense to government. I would submit that two sober good men, privates of an 
European regiment, be sent there and instructed how to take up good coal, and have it 
brought to the river side, and sold there to whoever would send for it. I would recom- 
nicna a few boats to be liired ever) year to bring down some for the use of government ; 
but by no means to render it of importance, or the hire of boats would be raised to 
individuals much above tlie usual rate. I mention European soldiers, as their establish- 
ment would be attended with little expense ; and 1 think it prudent to have two, as one 
alone, in the event of sickness, may perish for want of assistance ; besides, one person in 
such a lonely situation may very soon lose his health, by the mind falling into a state of 
despondency. Natives can never bo trusted, they would take the crop coal and say no 
better could be got, merely to save a few cowries in labour. 

An agreement can bo made with the Jerwah Raiah, that coal is not to be raised but 
at the licensed pit, or the importation can be prohibited from any other place. This will 
prevent the article from getting into disrepute, as none will come to the market but good. 

I imagine government to have no idea of profit, but public utility only to be the object 
in view, by furnishing Calcutta w ith a sufficient quantity of pit coal good and cheap , 
this I am convinced can only be done by opening mines to the eastward, where every 
prospect of success appears, the na\igatioii always open, and the people well ac- 
quainted with thi nature and management of boats. If government is pleased to order 
me in the eastern district, L shall proceed there when the heaviest part of the rainy 
season has passed, and use every means in my power to accomplish the object in view. 
I’he three remaining nwmths, if government think proper, 1 could be employed much to 
its advantage in repairing and improving the gunpowder works at Puttah, having been 
instructed in that business by Major Finlay, in the King’s Mills at Feversham. 

The coal No. I, was taken at Jerwali, irnmeiliately below the slate. No. 2, three feet 
lower, the strata is very tliick; 1 bored six feet lower, but it still continued, and no doubt 
the quality of the coal improves the lower it got^s. No. 3, is coal brought from England, 
on the Portsea, not very much superior to that near the surface at Jerwah. No. 4^ is 
pipe coal found near Bancoorah, that may be of great use in making bricks for lining 
furnaces or claying sugars. 

I did not think it necessary to go to Beerbhooni, as by every information the rivers 
are worse than the Damooden ; besides the season was so far advanced, it was imprac- 
ticable except on the dawk- roads, and that would be useless. 

I have, &c. 


Calcutta, 20 Juue 1814. 


(Signed) 


WiLLUM Jones. 
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COPY of a Letter from the same to H. St. G. Tucker, E«q., Chief Secretary 

Government of Bengal. 


Sir: 


to the 


For the information of government, I have the honour to acquaint you that I have, 
with considerable labour and care, examined the hills and mountains (with the ground 
in their vicinity) on the banks of the Ganges as far as the borders of Behar and Ghidore 
in search of coal, and am sorry to say without success, 

I am now on my w^ay to Sylhet, where I ho])e to be more fortunate. I prefer trying 
Sylhet first, as I strongly suspect the navigation of the Burhumpootur high up will be 
found bad, and the hills deeply buried in alluvial eartli, which is the case with all those 
I saw near the Ganges; under such circumstances mining in the valley would be attended 
with great difficulty and expense, owing to the quantity of vyater that would percolate 
through such earth ; and the chance of finding a vein of coal in a mountain is not great. 

When I return I shall report regularly on what has fallen under my observations, 
and furnish specimens (if required) of the different materials the hills produce. 

It is probable that the collector of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs.will, at the end of 
last year, discontinue my stii)end, as I imagine he had no instructions to pay it after ; 
and as my visiting the north-east hills was a new order, may I beg of you to furnish him 
with instniufions to continue paying if until my return, which will be as .soon as the ser- 
vice I am employed on will possibly admit. 


I have, &c. 


Dacca. 6 January 1815. 


(Signed) Wm. Jones. 


COPY of a Letter from the same to William Bufterworth Bayley, Esq., Chief Secretary 

to the Government of Bengal. 

Sir : 

In obedience to the order of government, communicated to me in June last, 1 proceeded 
up the Damooda, taking wutli me a few boats of different descriptions, with a view of 
ascertaining to what extent that river is navigable. 

I found that during tlie periodical rains, which commence in the middle of June and 
end about the latter end of September, boats of 300 mauiids (and not more) may be 
brought up as liigh as Chiiiacoory Ghaut, which is a place of some trade near Jiinal, 
four miles below the couflueiice of the Damooda and Biuiicur rivers, and from thence to 
Onitha make four or five trips annuallv without danger or difficulty ; from Oomptha to 
Calcutta the river is always open. hToni Chinnacoory Ghaut upwards, the navigation 
becomes progressively bad,’and is totally obstructed at a place called Bandycoul, situated 
seven miles above the Beorucur. The river is here completely studded with close-grained 
granite, quarry and sparry stones. Finding Bandycoul fourteen or fifteen miles from Jeriah, 
and no passage for boats further, I was convinced that part of luy letter to go\ernmcnt in 
April last was fallacious, as boats cannot be brought from Jerovali with advantage. It is 
difficult to enter the mouth of the Buracoor, and it is only navigable for five miles up- 
wards. The attendants on coal appear in .some places on its bank, but from the dif- 
ficulty of entering the river I did not think it prudent to make any search there, knowing 
the whole country from Junal to within five miles of Serampore affords coal which may 
be carried to Calcutta without difficulty. I spent several days searching in tliat quarter, 
opened the coal in many places, and found it of the exact Quality that is now required 
in Calcutta, but so intermixed with slate that no common labour could separate them. 
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COAL MINES. This is almost always the case so near the surface ; but other strata may be expected 

“I ~ ^ lower down free from this imperfection, and from my experiments I have no reason to 

KiverDamooda. doubt it. 

The upper strata are as follows : 

Common clay feet. 

Rotten sand-stone 1 

Slate, with three or four inch bands of sand-stone at every 
foot, and in two places impressions of plants ... ... ^ 

Coal and slate in lamina 9 

Black slaty stone 2 

Bad coal not cut through 3 

28 feet. 

To ascertain the expense of sinking a regular shaft, I commenced one within 500 yards 
of the river in a gretstone rock, lower than the above strata, and found appearances very 
favourable. The shaft was sc’ven feet six inches diameter, and it cost me two rupees 
eight annas for every foot in depth; but the weather being extremely bad, and the instiu- 
menfs all worn out, I was obliged to abandon the work. If it is agreeable to government, 
I wish to brin^ the business to a conclusion in that quarter by sinking two shafts, one at 
Chinnacoory Ghaut, and the other near Mudyea, and also to keep a few^ people search- 
ing in that neighbourhood, having iustrurneuts and tools all ready. Five hundred rupees 
will be necessary to provide labour fur the completion of the work, and I have reason 
to tliink the whole will be finished iii three months. In my opinion there will be no occa- 
sion for an establishment of boats at present, as I observe the natives construct and 
manage their boats well, and in all probability would increase the number, if employment 
offered. 

I have, &c, 

Calcutta, 12 September 1815. (Signed) W. Jones. 


C OPY of a Letter from the same to Thomas Fortescue, Esq., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bcuigal, in the Territorial Department. 

Sir : 

^ boR^ the information ol his Excellency the Right lion, the Governor General in 
Council, I have the honour to inform you how I have been employed since the27ih Sep- 
tember last, when I was instructed to open a coal mine either at Chinnacoory Ghaut, or 
Mudgeah, on the Damooda, and to report to govenimont without delay the result of my 
labours. Upon receiving these orders 1 lost no time in preparing and forwarding to the 
neighbourhood of the above places the necessary stores and implements for the completion 
of the work; I examined the ground about Chinimcoory Ghaut, and made a number of 
excavations, but found the coal crop out in a vast number of places so near each other, 
and the clip so contradictory, that I was apprehensive the bed would he found small and 
foul, as the strata appears dislocated and wavy, I have been paiiiciilarly c>autious in my 
operations, it being the first attempt at regular mining in this country, and one partial 
failure might throw the business back for years, ^ 

When examining the country round Mudgeah, I found it possessed advantages* over 
every other place 1 yet .saw, but 1 was not certain of getting coal, although the day slate 
that covers coal appeared in many places; but it sometimes covers granite also, and I 
found stratified granite about thirty miles from the place, dipping the same way as the 
clay slate, which made me fear it might extend to Mudgeah, an'^ Tie a great depth there, 

in 
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in which case 1 would not coal ; however 1 chose a spot for the shaft threo miles from 
Mudgeah^ and one hundred and thirty from Calcutta^ one thousand and fifty yards up a 
nullah named Nooneahjoar. The river is at this place six hundred and twenty-five yards 
wide, and the Mooneah thirty -three yards at their confluence ; the water in both is the 
same depth. Where I opened the shaft there are throe natural hollows^ which can be 
turned into wet docks by a very trifling expense, and any number of boats can lie in these 
docks in perfect safety, take in their cargoes from the mouth of the pit, and proceed 
to the destined depdt at Omptoa in two days ; the river is free from rocks or any impe- 
diment all the way down. 

After sinking a few yards at this place, I was certain of meeting with coal, and turned 
my whole attention to this spot ; at the depth of thirty-nine feet I met the first bed of 
coal, surmounted by different strata of harcl rock (which 1 shall particularly describe in 
niy (General Report). 'I'his bed is the thickest 1 ever saw, being twenty fc*ot, it dips to 
the N.W. only half an inch to the foot, which is favourable, and tlio water is easily go- 
verned, the crevices called hacks and cutters being very close, it issues but slowly from 
the coal only ; the floor of this coal be<l is only a band of coal metal or stone of a bluish 
grey colour, six inches thick, which foi-nis the roof of another seam of pure coal nine 
inches thick, separated from a bed of fine coal tw'o feet ten inches, by only a two-inch 
band of sand-stone slate. 1 had tlie coal of all three bc*ds tried by four principal 
builders, and annexed 1 have the hoiiourto send their report. No. 1 in the experimeiiT 
is from the tw’enty feet bed. No. from the nine inch, and Ko. from the two feet ten inch 
befl. It will appear by the report that Nos. ‘2 and 3 are objectionable, because the asln*s 
are unusually white, but I am of opinion it is the cleanest coal I ever saw, and must be 
of great value for culinary and other purposes, as well as for smiths* use ; neither the 
smoke or ashes is offensive, and 1 am certain that the c<»al c)f tliis mine when taken uj) 
clean will aiisw’or every ])iirpose, and is snjierior to most Kiiglish coal. Had 1 deter- 
mined on w'orking the seams already discovered, I might furnish a considerable cpiRiitity 
of coal this yireseiit season, but I contiiiue sinking deeper in search of the low main be<f, 
which I think I shall reach iii about fifteen days more, and in the evcnit of its beiitg found, 
of which I have no doubt, it may be worked with more than double the advantage, as I 
can shut off all the upper water feeders, and open the lower workings in the greatest 
state of perfection. 

The shaft is nine feet diameter, and now betw'ecii eighty and ninety feet deep. Tt may 
appear that I have been tedious in tny operations ; but wdien it is taken into consideration 
that 1 am obliged to keep a well-informed European assistant, that my average of w orkiiien 
to forma double gang is ninety-eight men daily, be.sides sircar and other atteiulanls ; that 
I have to furnish a great quantity of ropes, hlock.s, pulleys, buckels and other expensive 
tackle that is constantly wearing out, an<l in the jireseiit stage of the business 1 have to 
cross the country by a dawk to make and forward tli<»s<‘ articles occasionally from Calcutta, 
and that I have but six hundred rupees per month to do all this witli, if will be readily 
conceived that I must be desirous of bringing the business to a crisis. 'The whole ami 
sometimes more than my stipend being absorbed by eharges. 

Having been under the necessity of building six large huts, and occupying ground ami 
rock together to the amount of 99 beegahs, 1 w'as in justice bound to take a ]iottah from 
the proprietors of the land, which is in Shearghur pergunnah, zillah Jungh* JMehall, and 
zemindary of the Rannee of Biirdwaii ; I also take a grant of all the coal in the Shearghur 
from tins Rajah of Burdw'an. I am not oertaiu that ho holds the right to give such a 
grant ; how'ever, those papers being in my own name, I shall deliver them over to govern- 
incut whenever they may be called for. * 

And I hope 1 may not be thought presumptuous in taking them without orders, as I 
Imve merely done it to prevent trouble hereafter. 

I have, &c., 

Calcutta, 23 May, 1816, (Signed) Wm, Jonks. 
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COPY of a TiCttcr from the same to W* B. Bayley^ Acting Secretary to the 

Government of Bengal. 


Sir: 

For the information of the Honourable the Vice PreBident in Council, I have the 
honour to lay before you a brief statement of what has occurred in my search for pit 
coal during tne last six months, confining myself to such points as may be useful to &e 
manufacturer and artist ; but if required, 1 can fiirnisli specimens of various substances 
(with their exact localities) which might be interesting to the geologist. 

The Rajemaliaul iiills aije not stratified, but appear to be primitive mountainsy composed 
of black whin-stone in large masses, their ascent is difficult ; but table land and good 
spring water is afforded on their summits. The inhabitants are of an industrious and 
inoffensive disposition. The hills at the foot of the mountains produce flint, noduler, 
iron ore, beautiful agates of various descriptions, quartz, crystallizations, and. hard 
boulder- stones fit for paving. 

A person by digging in the low hills near Oudmallah may be convinced that stones 
grow out of common earth and sand; he would there find them in every stage of forma- 
tion. The agent which liardeiis them appears to be ferruginous water, which gathers and 
concretes the earth in laminas to a form like an egg, the ferruginous matter is at first of 
a blackish purple colour, soft, soapy, and appears distinct about a line thick between 
every lamina of clay, which is about three lines or more in thickness ; in this state it 
may be broken with the fingers, but as the stone advances in growth the cementing matter 
disappears and mixes with the mas.s, which becomes a close-grained bluish boiilder-stonc, 
not easily to be broken by a heavy hammer. 1 dwell upon this circumstance from a con- 
viction, that soft stone or argillaceous clay may he hardened by iron liquor slowly drop- 
ping upon it, until it becomes durable, and may be of great use in the arts. 

These hills produce wax, honey, and stick-lac, but in small quantities; a few elephants, 
but not enough to make it worth while to catch them. No large or valuable timber ; 
but charcoal may be procured at the river side at twenty-five rupees per hundred maunds. 

About Siccary Gully, and Pointy, very large iron mines have been worked in former 
times ; tlie ore is modular, and would perhaps, by carefully rejecting tlie deads or unpro- 
ductive stones, yield from twenty to twenty-five per cent. iron. 

In this neighbourhooil every chink and fissure within the rocks and earth is filled with 
a scmicalcareous substance called konkur, of which the natives and others make an impure 
chuiiam. It appears to be formed by water carrying in solution with it calcareous, fer- 
ruginous and sdicious matter, which concretes, in every space where it rests; in the 
concrete mass the component parts seem separate, like granite. This substance shows 
that there is either a great quantity of limestone in the neighbourhood, or formerly has 
been there, and is now decomposed and carried off ; however, I could find no proper 
limestone near that place. 

In the environs of Pottergotty great variety of iron ore is to be found, and of a richer 
quality than that found at Siccary Gully, and large mines of it are now open, some of 
tliem with an area of sixty feet between the pillars. This place also affords potter's clay 
and other refractory clays, which would answer extremely well for the purpose of lining 
furnaces ; and I am of opinion it would be a proper place for erecting a foundry for shot 
and shells, or other cast-iron work, but would by no means admit of working iron into 
bars, as the expense of procuring a power of any kind requisite to drive a mill, would 
absorb the profit. The hills are composed of massy sand-stone granite ; iron ore, 
potter’s clay, and veins of quartz and talc are to be found imbedded in granite. 

Bedair Hill, near Colgong, is composed of enormous masses of grantite and whin, 
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with a great variety of iron ore. The bed of the river about this place is on looae and coal mi>k.s. 

open rock ; 1 imagine an attempt to sink a mine here would be attended with great 

expense and trouble, as it would require a considerable power to clear it of water. Sylhof. 

Within forty or fifty miles of Baglipore, in the Cuttackpore district or zillah, a rich 
vein of the lead ore named galina is to be found ; it produces sixty per cent, of lead, and 
perhaps silver worth extracting. The mountain is disputed property between Rajah 
Koopnarain Dea, and Rajah Cawder Ally. As Dr. Buchanan had visited the place, and 
brought away samples of this ore, I judge<l it improper to lose time in visiting it, and 
therefore sent for samples of the ore, which is the best 1 ever saw. 

The rocks about Monghyr are quartz, except a few which are composed «if a slaty 
stone of a bluish colour, resembling in its texture niangoe wood, which is in a state of 
decomposition to a considcrabl€^ depth, and is intersect e< I throughout with quartzy veins, 
which always break into small rhomhoidal cubes, and another substance appearing as if 
vitrified, resembling a cinder. The eurth of the villages is coarse and rod to the depth 
of from forty to fifty feet, resting in sonic places on quartz, and in others on shist, the 
shist inclining 45"^ dipping to the east ; water issues jilentifully through, the stone boin«» 
full of rifts, and no doubt opening into the Ganges. 

On the road towards Currackpore, between Monghyr and a hot well called Rissycoon, 
now in the junglc»s, there is to be found large masses of muddy white quartz, hc‘aiiti- 
fully clouded with brownish red. The stone is \cry hard and durable, but difficult 
to work. 

The Currackpore hills are mostly composed of quartz, from which issin* many hot 
springs, which constantly retain their heat in all seasons of the year The water also is 
very pure. In the centre of this cIusUt of hills, at a place called Bheonibond, there is 
a large hot .spring, and a lime stone rock. Tlie spring issues from quartz ; the lime 
stone is of a pink colour, au<l some of it white; the fracture like gypsum, the lime made 
from it is very white, as the stone is pretty free from iron. 

The road into Beeinbond is either from Mallypore or Milkec, about twelve or fourteen 
miles from either place. Saul timbers are procurable at Beemboiid, of a small and 
inferior kind ; they are procured from a few inhabitants who dwell in a valley at that 
place. The hills are uninhabited, the valleys fertile, but population yet thin. 

The jungles are mostly brier, and the tree from which the cutch or terra Japonica is 
produced ; if the former was infected with the lao insect, the produce would be great. I 
did not sec a single insect of that description in any of the trees. The natives make small 
quantities of cutch, and dispose of it at the rate of two rupees per niaund, very pure. 

Also at the above place a black wood, resembling ebony, is procurable ; it is called eane, 
and might be made an article of commerce. 

The quartz at Milkec is of so pure a nature, that it might profitably be manufactured 
into glass. The hills in Ghidore, near Mallypore, produce good lime stone, but the 
iiullaTis not being navigable, it would not pay the expense of conveyance. 

At a place called Gurriacole, a day’s journey from Monghyr, is found a kind of slaty 
basalt, much used for many purposes ; it dips to the west throe inches to the loot, which 
is contrary to all the surrounding rocks ; and ten feet below the base of fhc rock, it may 
be had sound, and' in large slabs, but in the air it will decompose in the course of a few 
years. On the summit of the same hill a black durable stone is ^ot, which will not de- 
compose, but is very hard to work ; and near it is a rock of grey millsloiie grit, much used 
for Jiand millstones. 

At Mossumguiige tl^iine black basalt is got ; this stone is very much in use, but it is 
both difficult and ejgpeiuive to brii^ the stones out of any of the hills, the roads being bad 
and dangerous ; thbre is also a white stratified substance, with small reddish streaks at 
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from one to three inches distance ; it is softer and feels more greasy than pipe clay ; it 
appears to be decomposed stone, and is very like white lead, or the Spanish earth used 
in England for the purpose of adulterating white lead. I have not as yet had time for the 
perfect examination of it, but have samples of it by me. 

Sylhet, with the exception of a few clay hills near the station, is invariably low, and 
where it is not cultivated covered with grass an«l reed jungles. The earth, which is con- 
siderably impregnated with iron, generally rt?sts on a prostrate wood jungle, from six to 
thirty- three feet below the surface ; this strata of decomposed wood or grass is now 
mostly formed into turf or peat of a tolerable good quality, where it is laid bare by the 
rivers cutting into it, and appears in strata from sixteen inches to four feet thick, and in 
some places in double strata, separated by six feet of ferruginous argil and sand, but may 
be found much thicker near large jeels, where the incumbent earth is thin. 

When the population increases, and the cultivation becomes more general, fuel will then 
bo scarce, and this turf will then become a valuable article to the inhabitants of Sylhet, 
although at present they have no idea that it is combustible. In the vicinity of a villagi; 
called Thalighur, near Dawl, a good strata of turf may be found. 

Two of the rivers, tlie Surmah and Bowlee, are navigable for large boats within two 
or three miles of the frontier mountaiiLs, and are iiiidcr the influence of the tides nearly as 
far ; my boats swung to the ebb and flood during the springs of January. 

A good distance above Azeemrigunge, the Surmah is navigable for largo boats of 1,000 
maiinds as far as Cuttack, during the whole year, and for small ones from thence through 
Cachar, and three days’ jonriu'y into Munnypore. The Bowie river is navigable for large 
boats all the year as far as Seeripore or Churipore, and from thence to tin* Patle it is 
nearly dry, except in the rainy months, which commence in April Near Lanr, there arc 
two rivers communicating with the hill rivers and Bowlee, one called Jaddoowttah, the 
other Doombah, both partly filled with sand and pebbles, but very wide. 

Although lime-burning is the principal business carried on in the Sylhet district, there is 
neitlier lime stone or fuel to be had there, but is all imported during the rains from the 
mountains belonging to the neighbouring independent rajahs ; the stone and most of the 
wood from the C’asseah mountains near Laour and Pnndeea, and some wood from 
Joiiteah and Cachur ; and the whole of the timber for building boats from the latter 
place, w ith the exception of a small quantity from the sonlhern hills towards 'Fipperah. 

'rile hills near Sylhet produce iron ore, in their concretions like cast-iron plate, yellow 
ochre, sainl, and diflerent kinds of clay ; but they all rest on blue clay to a great depth, 
bearing strong alluvial marks at the foot of the hills to the depth of upwards of twenty 
feet, soft blue clay appearing as if deposited by frequent inundations. 

Opposite Seal take, in the Cochin Rajah’s country, where a chokee is kept to prevent 
strangers going to Cossjiore, his capital, there is a nullah which runs into Ine 'I’ipperah 
hills , it is narrow, and has fall snlHcient to turn water-mills ; the stream is constant, and 
may be navigated by small boats; at about two miles from the mouth of it is a cluster of 
high round hills, composed of sand-stone and whitish clay, and a little below the base, 
iswies a very fine oil of petroleum from the stone, the colours turn grey fast. I’his stone 
is inclined to blue, and strongly impregnated with the oil; J dug four feet through it, 
and found it turning slaty, which strongly indicates coal to lee ; marvel is only to be got 
supernatent cm the water, which renders it tedious in collecting ; however, it might be 
procured by pumping water into a high vessel, with a imnibor of holes ; the water could 
be* drawn nfl at the lower ones, and the oil from the top. 'Pheso hills can bo easily found, 
and the experiments pushed farther if necessary, 

'riiere is a Mussulman Durga on the summit of one called Arpin^ or Arpeen, to 
which many people resort ; the oil will be found in two rocks adjoining to it, and 
also in another near the plain opening into the Honourable Company's dominions, the 

road 
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>'oa(l to which is from Buddcrpore Tahnah. I could not carry on my researches 
at the above place to any great extent^ without making arrangements which would 
occasion expense and great loss of time ; and as the season was advancing, I proceeded 
round the frontier nmuiitains towards Seesuiig ; but if desirable, I can give instructions 
to labourers, under the direction of the magistrate, to examine this place further. Tlie 
mountains on the front round Cochar and Gentea, are sand-stone in general, below 
which, at a great depth, it is probable coal would be found. I have reason to believe 
the inountaius in the rear produce lime and various other stones. In the small hills at 
the foot of the mountains, the iron liquor running into the sand concretes into several 
fanciful forms, and also converts the sand into nodular stones, the outside hard, but 
very soft within. 

At Pundwa there is the best situation in India for an iron mill, or several iron mills, 
for the manufacture of bar, bolts, hoop or sheet iron, the mill or mills might work 
at tlie least nine moirths in the year, and could be constnictod at a very moderate 
t*xpenso. The Cosseahs smelt the ore, and make it malleable by one process; they 
take fine granular iron ore like sand, pound and wash it clean, then mix it with 
water into a soft mass, and dip hits of reeds, sticks or leaves into it, until they take 
up as much as they will hold, and when become ])reUy dry, are thrown into the top 
of a small clay cupola furnace and melted down ; by obser\ing the eflects of this j)ro- 
coss, it will plainly appear that the iron must be tolerably pure. They carry it down 
to Pundwa from the furnaces, and <lispose of it at one rupee and five annas per maund, 
which is much cheaper than it could be procured in the Europe method of making it 
at present. 

This iron might be collected in large quantities, and forged by millwork into the 
usual shapes; however, I would not advise it to be attempted unless iron should become 
scarce. The hill streams about Pundwa produced no fragments tliat indicate coal to 
be near this source. In the second range limestone of a fine quality is found and carried 
out for sale. 

The Boraky mountains contain limestone also, and the small hills at the foot yield 
the greatest variety of beautiful plants to be found in one spot, perhaps, in the whole 
world. Ill the mountains nearly opposite Salaghur there is a petroleum spring similar 
to that at Arping, it may be found by enquiring at Biingou Taniiah, as the natives use 
the oil for embrocations and curing cutaneous disorders, 'riie oil is called Oto. 

Mostly all the streams which issue from the Cosseah mountains near Laour, furnish 
abundance of fragments, which show that the waters must have passed through beds of 
coal, particularly the kind called cannel. The making of coal tar, beads,^ cups and 
armlets from the cannel coal, I imagine, has been a trade carried on by itinerants, and 
the inhabitants about Lavour, for many centuries. Fackeers resort to this place and 
carry away these articles for sale. This coal is called by the natives Peer Pottarce, and 
supposed by them to have originated by a Mussulman .saint having set fire to a mountain 
by throwing his sandal upon it, to convince a Hindoo rajah of his pow er. The source 
of tliecclnuel coal is not at present known, but the rains bring down a fresh supply 
every year. I traced it about twelve miles into mountains, tlie pieces appeared 
there more nodular tlian some which 1 sax: on the plain. I am of opinion it is brought 
down by some of the streams which enter the Patli from the Garrows ; but it has 
more than one source, as I found fragments which appeared to be detached much 
nearer. 

Towards Seesung, beyond a place called Seripore, or Cheripore, is a small rivulet 
coming down from the mountains, in which is traced common coal. The strata, which 
is only nine inches thick, is half a mile within a ravine, dipping seven inches in the foot, 
wliich is an unusual circumstance. The roof of rotten grey sand-stone slate, full of 
mica, incumbent on which is massy sand-stone not stratified. The pavement or floor 
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C’.OAL hard ferruginous sand-stone, and the bed of the stream full of massy sand and lime- 

' ' stone, and bituininous iron ore, with various other fragments. I tried to discover this 

Sylhet. ygjjj jIjc valley, whore it no doubt thickens, but found at twenty-four feet down 
marks of the place having been once cultivated; at the level, meeting with much water 
and considering the great angle of the seam, I judged it fruitless labour, and abandoned 
it. This V(*in was shown to a Mr. Stark by some natives whom he had employed for the 
purpose of discovering it ; Mr. Stark attended with me for five weeks, being anxious to 
learn the method of searching for coal, as his business is in that neighbourhood. I also 
onipl(»ye(l four natives (who have mueli loi’al knowledge and understand the Cosseah 
language), and instructed them during several days how to search for coal. These 
people found another vein of coal, on the top of the second range of mountains, to 
‘which place 1 immediately repaired, and found the vein to bo two feet thick and the 
coal very pure, but burns rather rapidly although it cakes. I cleared the face of tliis 
vein, anil gfi\e Mr. Statk iiistruihcnts and instructions how' to drive a gallery into it, and 
load a few boats to send down as soon as possible, by which tlio quality of the coal 
will be known, and the expense of bringing it out nearly ascertained, but owing to 
many dillicultios to be overcome, 1 fear it will come too high. This seam appears dis- 
located ill the strata, the roof is tesscldted, but in other respects like most coal roofs; 
the p.uenieiit or iloor is very .soft, so tliat it may be cut to let the workmen enter, but 
if the vein should not thicken, two feet will not pay the expense of working; however, 
there is great reason to expect it will. This vein dips two and a half inches to the 
foot to (he south, or nearly so ; the ascent and road out is diiiicuU and dangerous, 
but several other veins will, I trust, be shortly found, as the people now know what 
is wanted. 

In the Scesung river and streain.s, the fragments of eommon coal are also found, but le.ss 
in qiiaiuity than about Lewur ; tifteen people could only pick up one maimd in seven 
days, and could not find its source. 

The Seosuiig rajah advised me not to go into those hills without a strong force, and 
even in that case not to remain long, as the people were very unsettled. Although I saw 
no necessity for a strong force 1 did not conceive it worth while (from the nature of the 
ctaintry altogether) to lose more time, or to incur expense by carrying my researches 
f\irther in that quarter, as the diiliculties (already too many for the complete success of 
the business) >vould constantly increase. 

The hills and mountains extending all along the north-east frontier, as w'ell as those 
which I saw oi) the Ganges, are deeply buried by earth and sand, which I imagine has 
been fnrni.slied from lime to tiiia* by the decomposition of other mountains, and in the 
rainy season the country round about them being always inundated. This circumstance 
is much against a deep mine of any kind being successful. It is remarkable that in the 
hills on the north-east frontier, tlie strata in general run up one si<le of the mountain and 
dip down the other, keoj)iiig in some degree the shape of the surface, and even in the 
plains where a deep excavation istmide, the earth (evidently alluvium) appears in strata 
, sometimes flat, in other places wavy, but often presenting an arched surface, as if small 

hills had been buried, but they areqprtainly of icccnt formation. 

I have no doubt but the coal scums on the hills near Sylhet will soon become of great 
value to that district, particularly us fuel is bwoming scarce, coal will be shortly used for 
the purpo.se of burning ehunani, as well as other purposes; but for thou.se of Calcutta, 

• I am of opinion the Jungle Moliauls must be resorted to for supply, as that article is 
there to be met with under the most favourable circumstances, and has no obstacle in its 
way, excepting the difficult navigation of the Damoodali, to which I alluded in ray letter 
to govcrmmuit last year. 

There arc many ilifficultics in the way of importing coal from the Cosseah mountains in 
great quantities ; the natives of wlilch (females excepted) will work but little^ the men 

being 
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The uncertainty yet (jf getting a scam thick enough to work profitably, and the distance 
from Calcutta being so great tliat a boat at the utmost could not make mon! Ilian three 
trips ill a year, makes the business yet doubtful. 'I’he expense of carriage from that 
quarter would be great, as it is at present sixteen rupees per one hundred niaunds, and were 
more boats employed, it would increase and raise the price of clmiiam (already too high) 
to a much greater. 

A considerable sum of money is at present sent out of the British territories for wood, 
iron, and other articles for building boats used in the transportation of ehiiiiam j anil in the 
event of the coal trade being carried on, it would be considerably increased. 

The hills on the north-east frontier furnish the following articles for trade, ihz , redjarool 
wood for boat-building, limestone, firewood, iron, wax, honey, pepper, cotton, beetel-nut 
lemons and oranges, rattans, bamboos, ivory; tazopaut, an aromatic leaf like ciu- 
namon, used in currys ; ugger, a siilistancc used for frankincense, it is deposited by a 
worm which bores into a jungle tree ; the tree is cut up into chips, and the part col- 
lected through which the »urm has passed. The natives take in return inoni‘y, rice, fish, 
fowl, and eggs. 

Now, having to the utmost of my knowledge candidly stated the foregoing observations, 
I humbly beg leave to submit to government a plan by which the coal trade in the 
Jungle Mehauls will succeed and become profitable, notwithstanding the just objections 
I made to it last year. 

I propose that a few boats, some of three hundred and others of foirr hundred niaunds, 
be built on the banks of the Damooda, of Rarnghur saul and iron, and that a few 
of the Burdwan boats (whose people arc in the habit of navigating that river) bi‘ hired for 
the transportation of the coal. That a iiiiiie shall be opened upon a cheap and simple 
plan, where the best coal is to be found, and carried to the banks of the river during the 
dry season. That immediately upon the opening of tlie river, the new’ boats shall drop 
down, and the hired ones go up and load with coal as quick as possible, and proceed 
down with it to Omptha and unload there, return empty, or take grain or other articles up 
which would pay freight, load again, and continue in the same manner during tlic period 
which the river should continue navigable; and when the Damooda became not so, 
the whole of the boats should then load at Omptha, and be ern|)loyed during the 
dry season in transporting the coal to Calcutta. By this method the boats would 
be employed during the whole year, and I believe at least they might make six if not 
seven trips annually. 

I would dispose of the now boats at Calcutta, whenever a good price oflered, and 
replace them from the building establislimcnt. 

The business ought by all means at first to commence upon a simple and cheap plan; 
and if found profitable, many useful contrivances may be introduced to facilitate the 
business of loading and unloading, and also hi that of land carriage, which after a little 
time may in a great measure be obviated. 

1 have, &c. 

Calcutta, 18th April 1815. (Signed) William Jones. 
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being almost constantly at w’ar wdtli each other. Tlicir war is a war of extirpation, with- 
out any object in view, except that of decapitating their enemies ; the heads of those 
whom they catch, mostly by stratagem, they stick upon bamboos and dance with them in 
the bazars, begging for what they can get. The Bengallee population along the foot of 
tile hills is very thin, and they have a great aversion to go into the mountains ; and labourers 
brought frbm distant parts are very liable to sickness duv'ing the rainy season, and the 
major part of them die. 
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COPY of a Letter from the same to the same. 

Sir: 

SiNCK I had the honour of last addressing you on the subject of coal, I have received 
a letter from Mr. Stark (tlic person 1 left to work the mine), stating that tlie people 
under him had found another mountain vein, seven feet and six inches thick, which is full 
as much as I could wish for. This seam dips only one inch and a quarter to the foot, 
which renders it easy to work, tlie road into it will be good, and the water will discharge 
itself. 

I have tried a basket full which was sent me by the person above-mentioned, and find 
it can be used by smiths, but it burns toofriH?, and produces great flame ; but this circum- 
stance will not be disheartening when it is considered that it has been exposed for some 
centuries, both to the weather and mountain floods, which must have washed away its 
acid and other substance's which retard combustion ; but when this coal shall be taken 
from a situation where it has been sufficiently covered and protected, I have little doubt 
of its proving very good, and may be sold in Calcutta at eight annas per maund, after 
paying ten per cent. duty. 

The Ponuctul Itajah has farmetl all the coal procurable in tlie mountains, from the 
Patle to Bansecorali or 8i‘esung, for the term of five years. 

Mr. Stark has taken a lease, the particulars of which he has not yet made us acquainted 
with, but I imagine the rent will be little more than one hundred rupees per annum. 

I particularly directed Mr. Stark to consult the magistrate upon every transaction 
which he might find it necessary to undertake on account of tlic coal business. 

1 also beg leave to observe, that in his advice to me he has not mentioned in whose 
name the lease has been taken ; however, 1 believe him to be a very industrious honest 
man, and one who will give no trouble. 

Having nothing further at jireseiit to add on (he subject of coal, I beg leave to request 
you will be jileased to attach this as a supplement to the last papers 1 had the honour of 
furwarrling tlirough you to government. 

1 have, &c. 

Seebpore, 24th April 1815. (Signed) Willi.am Jones. 


COPY of a Letter from the same to the same. 

Hm : 

The coal trade in the neighbourhood of Sylhet having been a little interrupted by the 
improper conduct of an indii idual attempting to monopolize the whole, and the resist- 
ance of competitors, I think it will be a few moiitlis yet before it can be proved whether 
the article will answer the market or not, although I have no doubt but coal of every 
description will be found there, as there has been no less than nine mountain veins already 
discovered, many of them difloreiit in quality, from the Patio river to Tipperah moun- 
tahis. 1 suspect the coal lies at no great dejith from the base of the mountains, f have 
now in my employment four natives of that country, endeavouring to teach them how to 
sink shafts near the petroleum springs ; they make as yet but little progress. 

As the Damooda river will bo open in a few days, may I beg permission to go up as 
far as it is navigable for small boats, w ith a view of a.sccrtaining which of the nullahs will 
lead nearest the coal fields, and to make other notes and remarks that may be necessary 
if a mine is opened in that direction. Although this business has taken up more time 
than I ever desired it should, I have no doubt but by a little more perseverance it will ulti- 
mately give satisfaction, and by laying a duty of two annas per maund on all country 
coal after the first tw'o years, it will oecome a source of revenue worth notice. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 


Calcutta, 12tli June 1815. 


WUJJAM JONKS. 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. J. Stark to A. Trotter, Esq., Acting* Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal in the Public Departiiicut. 

Sir: 

I had the honour to address you on the Sth March, intimating that I should forward 
to the government a few hundred maiinds of coals from the adjoining mountains, 
belonging to the hill rajahsi where the coal was found, and seen and examined by 
Mr. Jones. 

Permit me to observe in this place, that the discovery of coal in Sylhet was in the 
tirst instance found out through JVIr. SmitliN exertions, by his peoph* picking up the 
scattered coal from the bed of tiie rills of water; and by their pointing out to me 
the spot from whence the scattered coal was picked up, led me to trace the source 
a.s far as the jungles and mountains would then permit mo to go with any degree of 
safety, and on Mr. Jones’s arrival we repaired to the spot which led to the discovery of 
the first vein. 

I beg to acquaint you for the information of his Kxcelleiicy the Vice President in Coun- 
cil, that since that period I have negoriale<l with the hill rajahs (Myess Sing, and others), 
and have been obliged to take a lease or grant from them for tin* range of mountains con- 
taining these coals, from Paniiatict to Bunsikora, for the term of five years, as prior to 
Uiat, not Ijuving any security or engagonient from the wild Cossoeahs inhabiting tho.se 
parts, neither myself nor niy pco])le could venture into the interior of these mountains 
with any degree of safety to search and work on the coals, and this being now accom- 
plished, I have tlio honour to actpiaint you that 1 have sent down a boat laden with 250 
mauud.s of coal, taken from tw o different strata ; some more shall immediately follow 
from other strata or veins, as musters, which go together with this, will be submitted 
to government by Mr. Jones, wlio will he able to give such further inforniatioii on the 
subject as may be deemed necessary. 

I beg leave to observe, that I have had people emjdoycd in this business ever since 
Mr. Jones left this ; and have in consec^ueuee been put to very considi‘rable expense in 
clearing thick jungles and other atteiidaiit charges, in order to leave no means untried 
to meet the wishes of govcrniiieiit, in tracing good veins of coal in this country, which 
has now becMi accomplished, and which I w’cll know that Mr. II. T. Colebrooke and Mr. 
Smith, of Sylliet, liad so much at heart, as will be found on reference to Mr. C'olc- 
brooke’s letters to goveniiiieut on the subject of the 2d July, I3th September, and Mth 
November, as also Mr. IVotter’s reply to Mr. Colebrooke on the 20th September 1S14, 
when Mr. Jones was dc'puted to come up on a survey of the coals. 

I am not without hopes that should this specimen of coal, and what I shall here- 
after send, answer the expectations of government, that I shall, with their liberal 
patronage and stipport, be able fully to meet the wishes of government, and suj)ply 
them with any quantity that may be recpiiied annually for the se\oral pur])oses of 
government, as will be very beneficial to government and to the public in general. * 

I have, &c. 

Laour, 15 May 1815. (Signed) J. Stark. 
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COPY of a Lottor from the same to W. IT. Traiit, Esq., Acting Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal in the Territorial Department. 


Sir: 

Par. 1. T have Uic honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from Mr. Baylcy, 
secretary in the revenue department, dated the 24th ultimo^ and in reply to state fur 
tJic information of the Right Honotirable the Governor General in Council, that after 
I had discovered the Charergou strata of coal in March 1S14, which Mr. Jones, by 
appointment of government examined and approved of on the 15th February last, a 
few days after which he left Sylhet to return to the Presidency ; not having a water 
conveyance sufficiently near, it occurred to me the working and sending down the coal 
wciuhl bo atUiuded with much labour and expense ; under this consideration 1 made 
further search, ainl succeeded in discovering the Barachara strata in Marcli following. 
As it was thou unsafe to proceed to the ditlerent parts of the mountains fur the pur- 
pose of making discoveries, from the dread of molestation from the wdld Cosseeahs 
inhabiting those* parts, f was compelled to make every exertion to obtain the sanction 
of the hill rajahs to prosecute the inquiry, which after much ceremony, trouble and 
expense, I succeeded in obtaining, and that in the form of a regular parbaree, the only 
mode clearly understood by the rajalis ; and as this speculation was entirely new’, it 
was with the greater difficulty ellected for a peru>d of five years, anil the hill chiefs 
being acquainted with the exertions I had used for a considerable time before, were 
voluntarily pleased to give me the exclusive prisilege of working the coalmines, that 
wore and might be found within their precincts, which they confirmed by a second 
agreement on the 2Sth day of April last. From tlio circumstances above stated, you 
will perceive I was obliged to take a grant from the hill chiefs to prevent disturbance 
on the frontiers, that might have arisen from myself and people continuing to range 
the mountains without the banction and wishes of the rajahs. 

2. So far from causing any dissatisfaction amongst the Cossecah borderers from the 
hill rajaks having granted me an exclusive lease for w’orking the coal mines, in my very 
humble opinion it is the only way to prevent altercations, which must naturally arise 
from the clashing of many individuals who might resort to the mountains, when con- 
fusion and quarrels would otherwise ensue, which would ultimately lead to bloodshed 
on the frontiers ; but in the present case there will be but one rule, and the business 
being in the hands of an individual, it will not only be his interest but his duty to sec 
that there is no iliscontent amongst the hill tribes, and thereby give satisfaction, not only 
to the Cosseeahs, but atVord security to the natives, who may proceed to work on the 
mountains. 

3. For the further infonnation of the govonimoiit, I beg leave to inclose copies of 
certificates from several shipwrights and other artificers, who are also desirous of encou- 
raging and supporting the working of these strata, from the coals having been found fit 
for their work, and tliat from regidur trials made by them, as also from the uncertainty 
attending the importation of coals by sea, which at all times have proved precarious, 
iiifiiienced by these considerations several of them have agreed to engage with me for a 
regular annual supply. 

4. From specimens that liavc been received since my first despatch to government of 
the coals, and which have boon tried and approved of by their public officers, I am happy 
to state that the rjuality improves as I get deeper into the mines, and I am confident 
that in a very short time the coal from Sylhet will equal that brought from Europe, as it 
is even at present allowed to be superior to that brought from New South Wales. 

5. Mr. II. T. Colobrooke’s letters to government on the subject of the Sylhet coals, 
and more particularly those bearing date the 20th July and 13th September IB 14, as also 
Mr. Secretary Trotter’s reply to the same, dated the 20th September 1814, when Mr. 

. Jones, 
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Jones was deputed by ffovcrnment to proceed to ftylhct,and I was consequently directed 
to eommiimcato with him on his arrival at Sylhet, on tlic subject of the coals, will 
throw further li«ht oh the subject, and to these letters I bc^ leave’fo rt*fer. Mr. Jones 
remained at Sylhet and the nei^libourin^ places but one mojilh, as will appear by iny 
letter dated the 8th March last, and during- that time only saw and examined the 
Charorgow strata of coal, which was discovered by me in March 1814, of which musters 
were forwarded by Mr. Colebrooke in tho letters abovementioned. On Mr. Jones leaving 
Sylhet he requested of me that I should make every research in the business, Avliicli had 
been ray intention even before, and send down supplies for the approval of g()^ernnlent, 
this I could not effectually do, as I before stated in iny letter to government of the 15th 
May, until I had brought the chiefs inhabiting those places into peaceable terms, and 
making them friendly, as it is a prevailing custom in the country that no native labourers 
will proceed to work on tho mountains till this is effected ; which being done with their 
voluntary will and accord, I proceeded to the mountains and discovered the Barachara 
and some other strata of- coal, of which T sent ample musters; this latter muster is the 
satne alluded to in the second puragraj)h of your last letter. 

0. In reply to this paragraph, together with the enclosures from James Ewing, Esq., 
magistrate of Sylhet, and also those forwarded by him from Messrs. Itaitt, Inglis, and 
Co., I beg l(*avo to acquaint you, that iminodiafely on my obtaining a lease or grant 
from tho hill chiefs, 1 ap])rized the magistrate agn'cably to tht‘ copies of J(*tters 1 here- 
with enclose, dated the i.‘Jd March and "2Gth April IS 1.5, and bog to acquaint you, that 
from the information I Jiave been able to collect about tho limestone quarries (which lay 
in the same rajah’s territories), they were originally worked by iudhiduals, and Messrs. 
Raitt, Inglis, and Co. having excluded all others from taking limestones, a busiiu'ss 
which they had to that time been accustomed to follow ‘to obtain a livelihood, and as by 
thi?j exclusion those merchants were deprived of a right and advantage they had to that 
time eniuyed, they petitioned gov(‘riim(»nt, when government W(*ro ph*ased to allow the 
removal of that exclusion; notwithstanding which, Messrs. Raitt, Inglis, and Co. still lake 
a yearly lease for the limestone quarries ; by means of pcrw'annahs i’rom the magistrate, 
and the aid and assistance afford(*d by him, Messrs. Raitt, Inglis, and Co. take a 
yearly IcMse from those rajahs, after which the several individuals enter into an agree- 
ment with Me.ssrs. Raitt, Inglis, and Co., or their agents, and draw their limcs>tonc8, 
jiaying to them for such privdege a certain per ceatage for whatever quantities they may 
draw. 

7- As the coal is an article of trade altogether foreign and new, and entirely found out 
ill the district of Sylhet through my labour and exertions, and having in consequence 
been at very considerable expense for the last two years, I am thereby induced to ho])e 
tor the iavoiirablc countenance and support of goveninient, and further in allowing mo 
on account of my exertions in bringing to the notice of government such a valuable ar- 
ticle, so generally required for the use and consumption of Calcutta, and for which 
goveninient have not in any shape whatever been put to any expense on account of my 
discoveries. 

8. Being actuated wuth an ardent zeal for the service of goveninient, I trust the steps 

I have taken will meet w'ith their approbation, and that government will be graciously 
pleased to honour me with their countenance and support. I humbly conceive it will 
be of essential service in bringing to perfection this new branch of business, were the 
magistrate at Sylhet instructed to afford me that protection and assistance which is 
granted to other individuals who have any business to transact on the hills in similar 
coses. , 

9. Should I be so fortunate as to meet with tho support of government in this new 
article of trade^ I hope to bo enabled to supply the different departments of government 
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requiriiijj coals with any quantity, at the rate of twelve annas per maund, or Sicca Rupees 
75 per hundred maiindsj for the term of five years, or such other period as government 
may deem proper to limit. , 

10. I have further to solicit the indulgence of government as a compensation for the 
trouble and expense I have been at, that they will be graciously pleased to allow me to 
siipjily individuals with such coals as may be required, free of duty, for the term of 
ten years, in lieu of any remuneration or compensation for the very heavy expenses I have 
already necessarily incurred. There is at present no duty levied on this article, it being 
of so little moment, and there being so little of it brought from Bheerbhooni ; from the 
\ery inferior quality of that coal it is not much used, biit by the encouragement afforded 
to the Sylhet coal, it will I trust in the course of a few years hence yield government 
considerable revenue. 

11. As I cannot with any degree of propriety and accuracy forward a regular state- 
ment of the actual expenses incurred by me in proc'uring and forwarding the coal which 
was distributed to the several oflicers of government for their examination, agreeable to 
the Regulations of Council of the !24th June last, 1 beg leave to acquiesce in whatever 
orders government may be pleased to issue on this head. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Stark. 

Calcutta, 10 January 1816. 


COPY of a Letter from C. Walter, Esq., the Assistant Resident in charge at Culcii, 
to tJie Secretary to the Uoveriunent of Bombay. 

Sir: 

Par. 1 . I HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 24th ultimo relative to the coal 
of Cutch. 

2. C’onsidering the orders of government on this subject paramount to every other duty, 
I have returned from Anja in order to commence the incpiiry. The communication to the 
officer conunaniling the troops, a copy of which 1 beg to enclose, will explain the means at 
my disposal, and tlie Honourable the Govemor in C’ouncil may rest assured that no exer- 
tion shall be wanting to bring the question to a ilccision. 

3. The work will be immediately commenced upon, and progress regularly reported. 
As the first operation will take place upon the pit from which specimens have hitlierto 
been forwarded, it will be a considerable object to ascertain whether the coal already fur- 
nished is the exact description to answ'cr the purposes of government. The inquiry how- 
ever will not be limited to the vicinity of Bhooj, but wherever a satisfactory indication of 
coal shall exist the work shall be pursued. 

4. There are two descriptions of coal which have hitherto been discovered in Cutch ; 
the specimens already forwarded are of the mineral kind, which is found in considerable 
quantities. The vegetable coal has been only noticed in small veins in beds of rivers ; by a 
vigilant search, however, the latter description, I have little doubt, may be discovered 
ill equal quantity w ith the former. 

5. Enclosed with a further specimen of coal this day forwarded to Bombay by boat, I 
have the honour to furnish a small specimen now with me of the iron of Cutch, the 
manufactory of which is languishing for want of a sufficient market. 

6. It is considered in this province superior to European iron for all implements of Agri- 

culture, 
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9ulture« &c,, and may be procured at two rupees per maund^ or even a less sum; for, on 
account of the small demand, and the system lately pursued, the trade is a monopoly, 
and subject to difficulties which from the limited means of the manufacturers they cannot 
emancipate themselves. 


I have the honour to be, 
Bhooj Residency, 8 January 1826. 


(Signed) 


C. Walter. 
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COPY of a Letter from the same to the same. 


Sir : 

I HAVE the honour to report further upon the subject of the coal of Cutch. 

Tlic work has been pursued on an extensive scale without intcrniissinn during the last 
eight days, and I have the pleasure to inform you, for the information of government, that 
it presents a most satisfactory indication of coal in considerable quantities. 

About ten candies have already been procured of a similar description to that which was 
forwarded to Bombay on the 9th instant; an equal quantity might now' be procured by 
one day’s labour, as the object has hitherto been rather to clear away rubbish and lay 
bare the face of the rock, to facilitate future operations. 

Par. 3. In order to present government with a correct idea of the obstacles to be sur- 
mounted in excavating the coal, it will be necessary to give a short local description of 
its situation. The coal was first discovered in the bed of a river running near the village 
of Trumboo, distant about six miles to the nortliward from Bhooj. From the result of 
the first day’s labour, it however was ascertained that the principal stratum ran liorizon- 
tally along the bank of the river ; when first worked upon, it was found two feet above 
the level of the water, but upon pursuing it the stratum was discovered to take an inclined 
dip ; and by the time the work had been pursued to a level with the river, a second stra- 
tum, about a foot beneath the first, was found, but the influx of water rendered it im- 
possible to pursue the work further horizontally along the bank of the river. 

4. The discovery of the second stratum w'as hailed by the miners as a certain omen of 

a succession of strata, which though at first separate are generally found to unite ; each 
stratum is about a foot broad. ’ 

5. In order to avoid the inconvenience of the water, it was suggested that a tunnel 
should be dug in the bank of the river, in the hope that a similar favourable indication of 
coal might be discovered in that direction. This work has occupied all hands during the 
last three days, and it will bo gratifying to government to be informed that us the work 
proceeds the appearance improves. 

6. I have already mentioned that about ten candies of coal have been excavated in the 
progress of the work, and that the bank has been cleared, presenting a stratum of coal 
which has been now worked for about sixty yards in length ; but as excavating the coal 
weakens the bank of *the river, it is supposed improper to work the vein excepting in the 
direction in which it is intended to be subsequently pursued. 

7. I have the honour to forward a further specimen of the coal excavated within the 
last few days, and I beg the instructions of government as to the disposal of the quantitv 
already collected. 

8. I am unable to furnish government with any accurate estimate as to the sum at 
which coal might be procured and forwarded to Bombay. Forty miles of land carriage 

3 B will 
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will more than double the cost of production ; upon the carts of the country (which are 
however totally unfit) it might be forwarded from Ti*umboo to Mandavee for about four 
mpees a Surat candy, and a rupee and a quarter from Mandavee to ^mbay ; but by carts 
adapted to the purpose, and on an improvement of the roads of the country, it might be 
traiisported at one half that sum. The cost of production it is impossible at present to 
estimate. Should this rough estimate come within the limits of the. expectations of 
government on the subject, I beg respectfully to suggest for consideration a further small 
addition to the pioneers at present at this station, w hen work might be partially applied 
either at the mines, or the iiiiprovoment of the roads. I likew^c beg that a certain 
number of pumps and boring rods (such as are used by miners) may be furnished from 
Bombay, by which much labour may be saved. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Walter. 

Bhooj Residency, 17 Jan. 182G. 


COPY of a Letter from Lieutenant Clark, to the Resident in Cutch. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to report to you the progress of the coal mine since my superintend 
deuce of the \vork commenced. 

The appearance of the stratum when first exposed indicating the greatest quantity of 
coal in a horizontal direction, a tunnel has been run under the rock, which has been con- 
ducted with much labour thirty yaitls in a <lirect line. The vein of coal which on first 
opening the* tunnel was about nine inches broad, gradually increased to twelve inches, and 
I entertained great hopes that by furtJier excavation, as the work proceeded, a propor- 
tionate increase in the breadth of the vein would have occurred. 

Par. 3. Upon advancing the tunnel, however, to its utmost present extent in a direct 
line, no further increase in the breadth of the vein took place, and tlie miners then advised 
the running the tunnel at a right angle. 

4. The tunnel \vas then run nine yards in a different direction, but the appearance not 
being favourable, the original direction has been again resumed. 

5. In the opinion of the miners, and by the information which I have been enabled to 
collect, coal in very considerable (piaiitities exists in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
present mines ; but in works of this description, even in the most favoured countries, it is 
rare that a greater exteiU of coal has been found without the use of machinery or much 
manual labour. From the cpuiutity hitherto produced by our limited means, and the 
short time the work has been in progress, the most sanguine expectations are entertained 
by myself and tlie miners, that by the use of the boring rods and other machinery, on its 
route from Bombay, even a greater breadth of vein may be discovered, and on its arrival 
it is proposed to sink shafts in many directions in the immediate neighbourhood, to dis- 
cover the direction in which the vein of greatest thickness may run, by which the laborious 
task of running a tunnel in an uncertain direction may be avoided, 

6. On the arrival of the boring rods the present work will be temporarily discontinued ; 
and during the time the shafts are sinking I shall take tlie opportunity of proceeding to 
other places, where I am informed that coal has been found in directions m^e favourable 
for its conveyance, and more free from water. In proceeding with the work much coal of 
the ^ry best quality has been excavated, but in the hopes that veins in tlie immediate 
neighbourhood may be discovered which may be more productive, I forbear for the pre- 
sent 
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sent from offerii^ any observations as to the quantities which may be produced from the coal minks. 

stratum already worked upon in a given time ; but when the spot has been more thoroughly 

investigated j this matter will be reported upon, but it may now bo considered beyond Cutch. 
doubt that coal in considerable quantities exists on the present spot. 

7. The work has hitherto been conducted with little or no expenscj further than any 
remuneration which the government may think requisite for the miners. 

In concluding these few rcmarksj I beg to recommend the miners to the favourable con- 
sideration of government. 

I have, &c. &c« 

(Signed) C. Clauk, 

Lieut. 21st Regiment, 

Tramboo> 6th March 1826. Superintending Coal Mines. 


COPY of a Report from Captain Wikley to W. Neunham, Esq., Chief Secretary to the 

Goverriment of Bombay. 

The coal mine of Cutch lies on the right bank of a large ravine, through which runs 
a small stream of water, distant from the entrance of tin* mine eight or nine yards, and 
about five feet below its level. The mine has been workt*tl in the usual manner of driving, 
following the Vein of coal in a <lirect line nearly twenty-two yards, dipping gradually 
across the trace of the mine, and varying in thickness from four to seven inches, the level 
tlicii takes a turn to the right, and inclines in that direction about three yanls, when it 
resumes its original line by a turn to the left, which it continues six or seven yards 
further in, when the miners were withdrawn. The different strata through which the 
level has been driven are those most commonly attendant upon coal mines ; but other strata, 
pyrites, and various other appearances of ores, fully indicate that coal is not the only 
valuable tha will be discovered in it. 'I'hc coal of the Bhooj mine I conceive to belong 
to the class of Ampetites, or ne.arly approaching those of that species in quality and 
specific gravity ; at the same time it partakes of the qualities both of the cannel and pit 
coal in its combustible properties, and will be found to answer every purpose cither for 
the forge or steam engine, as far as my judgment serves me, and under all the disadvan- 
tages I had in making my experinuMits on tlie coal. I conceive that there are different 
classes in the mine, and Uiat a still more superior quality than the specimen which 1 had 
the honour to forward tlirough the chief secretary to government will, on sinking a shaft, 
be discovered. The best quality of coal in the mine yet found, I consider to contain 
about seventy per cent, of charcoal, twenty of bitumen, five of sulphur, of iron three, and 
calcareous earths two. The second best, charcoal sixty, bitumen fifteen, f)xy*le of iron 
nine, earths ten, sulphur four, hydrogen and carbonic acids tw o. I have also noticed, 
on examining the coal heaped for cartage to Mandavie, that a great proportion of it 
resembled the Welch culm and the Kilkenny coal. In the Bombay Courier of the 25th 
March last, I observed a statement of the experiments tried at Bombay of the Cutch 
coal ; I am led to notice that part of the letter signed a Friend,” as regards the failure 
of the experiment, and also of its combustible power. The writer of this letter states 
that the specimens which have been obtained under the operations which have lately 
been instituted, and which have been forwanled to the Presidency, do not, w’e understancf, 
give much encouragement to persevere ; on trial, the Cutch coal lias been found to have 
little more than half the power, as a combustible body, possessed by common English 
coal’* Now, with regard to the specimens forwarded to the Presidency, I beg to say 
that they were of the most inferior quality, and not the same coal as now found in the 
mine. The coal with which these experiments w^ere tried at Bombay, was from a stratum 
which drew across the trace ft'ora its first working, and continued dipping Sketch 
of the Mine) to nearly where the fourteenth couple which supports the timber of the 
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COAL jiliNEs. roof arc placed^ I am happy that it lies in my power to state this, because, onikiy first 

■ — visiting tne miue^ the miners had not driven tneir level more than twenty^tsro yards, and 

Ciitch. no coal had been sent down to Bombay beyond fifteen yards of their working, : the 
remaining seven yards of excavation w^as then lying ready for cartage' to Mandavie, con- 
sequently as the best coal wtw not discovered till the miners had driven their level near 
twcuty-fivo yards, the experiments on that quality are still unknown at the Presidency. 
I am however willing to admit that the trial at the Presidency was good, and such as 
stated in all its particulars, and that the combustible properties of the coal with which it- 
was made, only contained half the power as a combustible body possessed by oommon 
English coal. What a consideration this is ; tliat the worst description of cOal found in 
the Bhooj mine should on trial be found to contain more than half the properties of 
combustion tliat coal sent from England possesses. This simple fact must argue much in 
favour of a mine just opened, and worked under great disadvantages, the coal ex- 
posed for many weeks to the dews of C'utch by night, and the sun by day, ere itis shipped 
for the Presidency ; that alone woukl be suilicient to destroy its best properties. 

Having stated thus much of the inferior coal, I will now say a few words on the best 
quality discovered to the period of iiiy last inspecting the mine, which was the day after 
the miners had been withdrawn, and which I feel assured will not admit for a moment 
a doubt or prejudice against its combustible qualities. I had expressed a wish to 
iny friend. Colonel Dyson, of making a party to the coal mine. A pic-nic was formed 
by him. Colonel Mitford, Captain Capon, myself, and several other officers. After 
breakfast we examined the mine, then looked at the coals which were heaped for 
cartage to Mandavie. On closely inspecting the heap I w^as satisfied that coal was 
not the only valuable produce in that mme, in consequence of which I paid fre- 
quent visits to it, and made several experiments, the result of which have in part 
been laid before you; but to return to the pic-nic party: I proposed tliat our 
dinner should be dressed by a coal fire, and I undertook to superintend it. A few baskets 
of coals were brought froni the heap and the fire kindled, which burnt in the clearest 
manner possible, and precisely with the same flame and appearance of the best quality of 
caimcl coal in Englancf. I had some little difficulty in regulating the heat for the country 
oven, from the fierceness of the fire, but by moving the oven nearer to, or further from it, 
I succeeded remarkably well in baking, and I cannot speak too highly in favour of a coal 
fire for the boiling, roasting and deviling ; the novelty of having a dinner dressed by a coal 
fire in India, afforded us the highest gratification and delight. This trial led me to make 
experiments to ascertain its combustible qualities, and also the proportions of its com- 
ponent parts. As far as I was enabled to judge, I conceive ilie best coal of the mine su- 
perior to English coal, and the secondary sort equal to the common pit,” thebovey, ''the 
hale,” the sea,” the bitumen, and the caking coal, the whole of this belonging to the 
same species, and mostly used in steam navigation, and seldom vaiying from fifty to sixty 
per cent, of charcoal, twenty-five to thirty of bitumen, the remaining parts consisting of 
earth, oxyde of iron, ainl such other substances as are generally met witn in coal mines. I 
had nearly forgotten one important circumstance connected with the pic-nic, in stating 
that the fire uas made in the open air, a few stones forming a back and sides of the firct 
place, and wholly unprotected by tree or hedge; now how far English coal would have 
burnt exposed to the sun as tlie Cutch did, would be an experiment worth trying. Having 
thus confidently spoken of the Cutch coal, I will now msJie a few observations on t|i^ 
quality of its smoke, or gas, which in the present era of scientific knowledge and inven- 
tion ought not to be overlooked, as I consider it much superior in quality as well as in 
specific gravity to that of coals used for any purpose in England, and would not require 
that process of purification which the English coal undergoes in procuring gas, being 
itself extremely pure, would be found highly valuable for every purpose which gas is at 
this present moment used in almost eveiy part of Europe. As a coal for steam naviga- 
tion it will be of the utmost importance, as it would bum a great proportion of its own 
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smoke, and would not foul the flues of the fumace by incrustation in the same manner the 
English coal does, and which too frequently happens in British steam boats. I noW beg 
leave to offer a few remarks on the method in which the Bhooj mine has hitherto been 
worked, and also the difficulties which arc likely to arise from its locality, situated as it is 
nearly in the bed of a large river, which on the increase of the waters in the monsoon, 
will 111 all probability, fill the adit with sand, and wash away the couples and timber of 
the roof, or bv bursting the gallery, render the mine under it unfit to work for a conside- 
rable time. A long and laborious work was continued in driving the present level, which 
might have been saved by sinking a shaft and working by intersections, as the different 
strata appeared, and which might have been easily accomplished by the use of the wind* 
lass, or wnins, worked by bullocks, until a satisfactory trial had been made whether the 
mine was of sufficient importance to recpiirii the aid of British miners and machinery ; as 
it is well known that a horizontal level cannot be driven to any great distance, neither can 
a single shaft be sunk to any considerable depth without some contrivance for procuring 
currents of air,^to make up the deficiency of what is so rapidly consumed by respiration, 
to the want of which may be attributed the very dreadful effects of the gases, so fre- 
quently occurring from hre-damp, choke-damp, and other iiicidei^ts too common in 
mining; it is therefore highly essential that every precaution should be taken to protect 
the miners by the use of safety lamps, as well as procuring them free ventilation, which 
can only be complete by either sinking other shafts or by air pipes to the surface itself. 
To carry on all the process, mining requires the combination of much skill in the various 
branches of engineering, and it is also the essential part of the miner's art to distinguish 
and select the most advantageous spot.s for breaking ground, where he may be unopposed 
by streams of water, by unwholesome air, or be cramped for room. 

Having now stated my opinion as far as my observation and judgment permit me, on 
the Cutch coal and the working of the mine, it is needless to quote on the general prin- 
ciples of mining, which seldom deviate from those practised in the coal mines of England ; 
but where the want of machinery, the dilKculty of procuring timber, the local situation 
of the Cutch mine, and other obstacles and diniculties intervene, it may be requisite to 
deviate from the beaten track to obviate such difficulties, under whatever circumstances 
they may present themselves. It is, therefore, for tlie consideration of government to 
decide how far it may be advisable to continue working the mine, by the best means that 
Can be adopted on the spot, or to send to Europe for scientific miners and machinery. It, 
however, may be worth the attention of government to cause research to be made in 
Cutch, with the hope of discovering coals at a much nearer point of shipment, and I have 
no hesitation in saying, 1 think it would be attended with success ; but even in the event 
of failure, I think the cartage of coals from the Bhooj mine may be greatly facilitated by 
the use of rail-ways, which might easily be made in Cutch. In closing my report, from 
the general observations I made in Cutch, I firmly believe, from the various volcanic 
eruptions, and the many revolutions of nature that country seems to have undergone, that 
almost every production of the hidden treasure of the earth would be found there. I 
therefore hope and trust that under tlie present goverimieiit of Bombay, every exertion 
will be persevered in, in making such research, the result of which may be the first step 
towards placing that Presidency, in the liighest political point of view, independent of her 
present great commerx^ial interests, and the advantages her port must derive from her 
local situation, in the event of a communication with the Mediterranean and Europe, by 
steam navigation, as well as to every port of Foreign and British India. 

Kaira, 12 June 1826. (Signed) W. Wildey. 
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COPY of a T^etter from Lieutenant Jameson to Major Henry Pottinger^ Resident in 

Cutch Bhooj. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to r^ort to you» that in the left bank of the river« a quarter of a 
mile below the village of Trumboo^ a stratum has been founds which at first appeared of 
a like quality and substance as that on the outer surface of the veih of coal worked in 
last February. 1 directed the workmen to excavate under the bank> one yard in depth> 
as far as the stratum extended in thickness ; this was done, and I beg to give the fol* 
lowing description of its quality. 

The stratum is five and a half feet in thickness ; the one and, a half foot from the 
top of the stratum is a black colour of a hard nature, intermixed with a considerable 
quantity of coal, the remainder is more like grey port or metal stone in quality, hard 
in the working, but when exposed to the air turns softer ; the most common is like a 
mixture of fine white and black sand, and when broken is of a dull dark appearance, 
though there are lighter colours, down to a light grey, all of which have particles of coal. 
The whole is of an argillaceous slaty substance, with streaks of coal, and is very like 
hard clay (with streaks of coal). Between this stratum and the surface is a stratum of 
stone, about tweiity<fivc feet in thickness. 

I have every reason to suppose from the above, that this stratum contains much coal, 
but at a greater depth* In consequence, a perpendicular shaft has been commenced 
upon, 500 yards from the bank of the river, at an angle from where the stratum shows 
itself ; it is already twelve feet in depth, and in great progress. 

I should recommend, as the European miners are coming up, another shaft to be dug 
150 or 200 yards further up on the bank of the river, in line with the one now working, 
as the strata lie in that direction. 

There is another stratum (I am inclined to think it is the same vein) further down 
the river, about twelve feet from the surface, where it is most perceptible, but in one 
place only five feet towards the rUolt, upwards of three feet in thickness, of the same 
quality as the first, and in like manner contains particles and streaks of coal. There 
are several other places where the same kind of stratum is distinguishable, on the 
right bank of the river, and in all probability is the same vein which was worked in 
February last. 

The engine which has arrived will prove of great use in digging the new shaft when 
water is met with. The want of one (the two in store being useless) is the reason 
for not commencing earlier on the new shaft, and this was not done till 1 learned from 
Captain Waite that one had left Bombay for our use. In case the engines do not 
succeed to the extent expected, I think common hand-pumps would prove a good 
substitute. 

Of boring I have little to communicate, what has been attempted not having proved 
successful, owing to a defect in the macliincry in use ; after having tried numerous 
experiments relative to boring scoops and irons, the rod only reached eighteen feet 
from the surface after nearly six weeks continual working, when, from the pressure 
used, the rod broke, solely owing to the badness of the iron they are composed of, the 
same being the opinion of qualified judges, and formed the cause of complaint from the 
late Mr. Quin. 

I have the honour to be, 

(Signed) J. S. Jameson. 

Tramboo, 4 December 1S26. Lieutenant, Supe.rintcndent Coal Mine. 
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COPY of a Letter from Lieutenant Clark to the same. 

Sir: 

Agreeably to the instructions contained in your letter of the 9th instant^ I proceeded 
to the new coal mine situated between Seesaghud and the village of Koorbee^ and beg 
leave to' state my opinion of it. There are two veins of coal running horizontally^ the 
lower one is about two feet above the surface of the channel of the nullah^ and is 
thirteen inches thick ; the coal from it is heavier and better looking than that found 
at Tromboo ; it is mixed with a great deal of sulphur, and w'hen burning emits a very 
strong smell, with considerable smoke. The upper stratum is but a few inches in thick- 
ness, and is more like the coal found at Troniooo. I dug about four feet below the 
lower .vein, in hopes of finding some indication of coal in that direction, but during 
that* distance there was no appearance of it. I should think it probable that the beds 
would get deeper the further you advanced in the bank ; but from the situation of the 
place, I should say little or nothing could be done without proper machinery, as it 
^pears to me that, if possible, you would bo more inconvenienced by water than at 
Tromboo. The coal is not so much like what is termed surface coal, it has more 
substance in it than any yet found in Ciitch. The distance from the mine to Maiidavee 
is nineteen miles, the road v.cry tolerable, and capable of being made much better ; 
the high road luiis within 100 yards of it. nic work at Tromboo has boon carried on 
according to Captain Hawkins’s directions contained in the enclosure to your letter of 
the 5th April last, tlie progress of which 1 beg to state. I commenced with cutting a 
channel, II, three feet in breadth, and six in depth, running directly in front of the tunnel 
E into the river, which when finished answered the purpose intended ; for it not only 
carried off the water out of the tunnels A B, but had likewise the cflect of keeping the 
tunnel E p<»rfectly dry up to the very face of the rock, which before always contained 
about six inches of water, 'file next work was the driving the latter tunnel into the shaft 
D, an object most desirable, both on aceoiint of the oppressive heat, and darkness of the 
tunnel. The distance from one to th(‘ other at this time was forty-five feet ; after work- 
ing some days and nearing the shaft, the roof got so moist and dangerous, although the 
precaution was taken of propping it up with the best timber, that I thought it would be 
oeltcr to try and drive the shaft into the tunnel. Tln^ former at this time had about six 
feet of water in it ; how’cver, by constant labour, night and day drawing, wc so far gained 
upon it, that the miners were enabled to go below and work for a few iioiirs during the 
day ; owing to this the work was slow and tedious, but at last the two were driven into 
one, and you can now walk from one to tlie other, at the same time they are both 
ventilated and perfectly light ; the shaft is 70 feet deep, and tunnel 100 in length, cut 
through solid rock, which no doubt will account for the work appearing slow. The 
stratum of coal at the end of the tunnel is now about twenty inches thick ; in appearance 
much the same as the specimens sent to the Presidency. I foci convinced the coal dips, 
which can only be ascertained by borings, wdiich nii»ht easily be done now in the shaft 
D, but the roads at present here arc so badly constructed that it would be impossible to 
attempt it during the driving the tunnel. A large quantity of the coal has been eollivted 
and is now in store ; the men are now employed in cutting a narrow cut 1, from the tun- 
nel B into the shaft D, for the purpose of examining the coal in that direction. 

I beg to assure you that every exertion shall be made to carry the instructions of 
government on the subject into effect, but in my humble opinion, machinery, and a prac- 
tical man to direct, is indispensably necessary. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) Carlyle Clark, 
Lieut. 21st. Re^. 
Superintending Coal Mines. 


Cutch. 


Camp, Bhooj, 24 June 1828. 
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COPY of a Letter from Ensign M'Culloch to the Secretary to the Government of 

Bombay. 


Dear Sir : 

The papers which I have hitherto seen regarding the Cutch coal field merely give an 
account of the mine itself^ and mention nothing as to the general face of the country^ 
nor the characters of tlie surrounding rocks, without which it is nearly impossible to form 
a correct idea of the nature or extent of the coal field now in question. Being however 
aware that the deserts of Asia and Africa are mostly composed of red marl, ot sepond 
red sand-stone, it is most probable that Cutch, which Dorders on a tract of this nature, is 
partly composed of the same rocks ; if tliis is really the case, it is most likely that coal 
will be found to a considerable extent in Cutch, as the red marl b the rock which imme- 
^ately succeeds the coal formation, the latter when the series is complete being beneath 
it, hence there can be no reason against supposing that coal may exist in other parts of 
Nortlierii India, nor beneath the sands of Asia and Africa; and a fact that greatly 
favours this opinion is, that coal is found in the northern provinces of Canton and in 
Tartary. 

If, on the contrary, the Cutch coal field merely occupies a basin-like cavity, formed of 
higher primary hills similar to the situation of the Sutlierland coal, it is proDable that it 
wfll not be found to a very great extent ; but I am inclined to think that this is not the 
case, for on consulting the map of India I see a large tract of level country, extending 
north from a few miles beyond Bhooj, which enables me, with the facts mentioned above, 
to form a favourable opinion as to the extent of tlie Cutch coal field. 

I am informed by one of the miners, that sand-stone, lime-stone, and shell, are found 
on the spot ; if so, the series is nearly complete, an occurrence wliich is also much in 
its favour. 

It seems that two bods of coal, about seven inches thick, and a foot apart, have hitherto 
been worked. It is most probable that by penetrating deeper in a perpendicular direc- 
tion other beds would be found, for most frequently many be^ of coal are found alterna- 
ting with the rocks which contain the coal. Such a repetition of strata has in some parts 
of England been known to amount to thirty, and it is said that at Liege there are sixty. 
It is seldom they arc so numerous, but from ten to twelve is not unfrequent. In those 
collections of strata the beds not only vary in thickness, but also in quality ; so that 
sometimes two or three only are worth working. By penetrating perpendicularly it might 
bo found not only superior in quality, but also in quantity, as b^s of coal are sometimes 
found from ten to twelve feet thick, but rarely more than two or three. For this reason, 
I would have advised striking a shaft, or boring from the commencement, and not have 
wasted time and labour on driving a level or horizontal gallery, as it is most probable 
that the two beds discovered do not join. 

From the report of the Marine Board at Bombay, it seems to be a swift burning coal, 
which circumstance, added to the opinion 1 had previously entertained from seeing a 
specimen, makes me take it to be, properly speaking, a lignite, bordering however upon 
coal ; but this does not prevent good common coal from being present, for they are often 
found accompanying each other ; even supposing that this was not the case, it would be 
no objection against prosecuting the present work, as lignites have been worked with 
great advantage in many parts of England and Scotland. 

I now beg leave to offer a few remarks as far as relate to the working the mine. It 
seems that the present opening is situated only a few feet above the level of a river, 
which during the monsoon is apt to overflow, and conseauently choke up the aperture 
witli sand and mud. Had a shaft been sunk perpendicularly m>m the surface, and no 

opening 
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opening made on the water side, it would have been fur preferable, as by those means 
no danger wpuld have been incurred of having the mine Ailed with water and mud everv 
yearY'ahd iii the event of any valuable discoveries being made hereafter, I would by all 
means recommend the building up of this level. If a shaft of this description was to be 
sunk, a pump of some kind woulcl be immediately required, but without examining the 
spot it is impossible to say what kind ; but if the water does not part, a simple pump 
worked tw oxen, might, in this country, answer all purposes, or if the nature of the 
ground admitted it, an undershot water-wheel might be erected on the river, and a 
lioristontal movement work the pumps. The overAowing of the river would not prevent 
tbi»; .for an aqueduct carried along the river side from some distance up would produce 
a steady stream of water. Perhaps as a last resource a steam engine would be requisite. 

I trust that there is nothing improper in remarking, that mining on the small scale, 
in Europe at least, is generally a losing aAhir, but at the same time I must state that no 
very extensive researches can be made without the use of some machinery. 

I have been informed hy one of the miners lately returned from ( iitch, that the 
boring rods are much too thick and heavy for the present purpose. 

In concluding these remarks, I am sorry to say that they are partly conjectural ; to 
form any idea of tlie extent of a coal iield, it is proper to examine the spot itself, and 
the character of the surrounding country. 

The accounts which I have had however enable me to form a very favourable opinion 
of the extent and quality of the coal, and entertaining the greatest hope for the future 
prosperity of the mine, 

1 have the honour to be, ike. 

Poonah, 2G September 1828. (Signed) Hknry M‘Culloch. 
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COPY of a Letter from the same to the same. 

Sir: 

ArconmNo to the instructions 1 received from government, 1 proceeded to Sier Beni siei limi Vass 
Ynss, on board the Honourable Company’s brig of war Antelope; I have now returned. Island 

and beg leave to send my report. 

1 have the honour to be, iK c. 

Bombay, 2 February 1829. (Signed) Henry M'Cullocii, 

Ensign 18th Regt. N. I. 


SiER Beni Yass is’ a small island situated on the Arabian con.st, di.stant Ave miles, it 
is about Afteen miles in circumference, with a good harbour on the soutlicrn extremit}'. 
The centre of the island is a rugged tract consisting of peaks and masses of rock, the 
highest of which is not above 350 feet above the level ot the sea; roiiml this is a sandy 
plain or gentle declivity, which forms a most considerable part of the island. It pro- 
duces small shrubs and rushes, which feed a Aock of goats and a few camels ; on the 
eastern coast in a ravine are a cluster of huts, which are inhabited by a few Ashermen. 
Water can be procured by digging in the sand, but it is of a very salt and inferior quality. 

It seems that a piece of coal was found by Assistant Surgeon Gray., on this plain, at 
the foot of the hills, bearing about N. W. from the harbour, it was found lying on the 
sand. To tliis spot! directea my research, but met with nothing of the kind, nor did I meet 
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with any other mineral that could indicate its presence ; the whole of this plain being com- 
posed of very recent calcareous sand-stones and lime-stones, the limestones bping ^Snmed 
of organic remains, consisting of various small shells, and the Mihd-stone bdng bdinposed 
of the ruins of a more ancient sand-stone, which I imagine to belong to the red marl for- 
mation ; this sand-stone, in some instances, contains a great quantity of calcareous matter. 
Above these are small hillocks of another argillaceous limestone, somewhat resembling 
chalk in appearance, but of a diiFerent nature, as it becomes plastic under water, cousins 
a great quantity of salt, and indurates on exposure to the air ; this is interstratified* ivith 
mU granular lime-stone, it contains sulphate of lime in crystals, and silean flitikl passing 
into a variety of schist in flat parallel masses, about half an inch thick, mostly pf an 
op^ue nature; some however are equal in quality to the best English flint.. Thenorth 
point of the island is principally comp>osed of the superior lime-stones. ^ 

So far it is evident that coal cannot exist on this plain, os it is composed of very 
recent sand-stones and lime-stones, above the red marl deposit, which seri^ laya^above 
the coal; it is thus evident that to reach the coal, if it does exist, a great number of 
strata must first be passed, perhaps to a thickness of several thousand met, the red marl 
deposit being alone known sometimes to occupy a thickness of 1,000 feet, without in- 
cluding the various strata aliove it, those belonging to the coal field, and difterent 
basaltic rocks which would probably be met with, a depth that would render mining or 
boring quite out of the question. 

The centre of the island consists of a bed of gypsum belonging to the red marl deposit 
of the English geologists ; this has been greatly confused, elevated and fractured, by 
protruding masses and veins of trap rocks, consisting of basalts, clay-stones, and clink- 
stones, with some variety of porpnyrys. Some of these veins contain fragments of the 
surrounding rocks, principally sand-stone and siliceous schist, are all in a very confused 
stete; the veins of basalt contain iron, are sufficiently strong to turn the magnetic needle 
eight points from the north. I have reason to suppose that this iron is of a very brittle 
and inferior quality ; these veins also contain ore of antimony in small quantity; the 
gypsum contains sulphur in veins, which is not an uncommon substance in this rock. 
Above these rocks is a thin stratum of sand-stone, containing fragments of an older sand- 
stone and basalt with gypsum, it is coeval with one of the strata on the plain below, and 
has been deposited since the production of the trap rocks; this stratum is very imperfect, 
having been greatly destroyed by torrents of water. 

Now it is well known that coal does not exist in llie over-laying rocks (except in the 
rare instances of basaltic lignite), and it is also well known that it does not accompany 
gypsum, the latter being a more recent deposit ; and as the centre of the island is con- 
structed of the above rocks, it is clear that the coal series does not appear at the present 
surface, although it might at a great depth. 

The only manner in which I can account for the presence of the coal (found by 
Assistant burgeon Gray), if it is the produce of the island, is by supposing amass of the 
above substance elevated by the upheaving force of a trap vein, ana afterwards washed 
down by the rains on the plain below; this theory can in some measure be illustrated by 
my having observed a vein of trap containing fragments of sand-stone and siliceous schist, 
both these l)eing rocks belonging to the com senes ; the latter is ascertained to be the 
shell indurated by the action of neat. 

Thus I have shown that if coal does exist in this island, it must be at a great depth, and 
far beyond the reach of ordinary mining operations ; that it may exist in small quantities 
entangled in trap by accidental causes is not impossible nor improbable, but in this state 
its presence is interesting merely in a geological point of view. 

I regretted that my instructions did not permit me to visit the adjacent iiflands, as they 
seem highly interesting both to the geologist and piineralogist. 

(Signed) Henry McCulloch. 
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COPY .of a Letter from the same 
Sir:, 


td R. Money Esq., 
Bhonj. 


Assistant Resident in charge of 


According to the instructions I received from government, dated 12th February 
1839, 1 visited the coal mine near Bhooj, and have now the honour to place before you 
my report on the subject. 

Two thin strata of coal occur in the bed of shale about three feet thick, under a bed 
of sand-stone, about thirty feet thick. Three levels have been driven in a horizontal 
direction, with cross cuts; the principal level is about one hundred and forty feet long, 
and connects with a shaft sunk from the surface about fifty- three feet deep. 

I am of opinion, that it would be useless to continue driving the levels any further, 
as coal seldom or never improves in a horizontal direction ; the stratum now in ques- 
tion is not sufficiently valuable to be wrought. To continue sinking the shaft would 
also be a laborious and expensive undertaking, attended with little probability of 
success, for having examined the rocks in the vicinity, 1 find that it is impossible that 
coal could be found at a depth of less than one hunefred and fifty feet; after this it is 
impossible to determine with certainty whether it exists or not ; it is probable that it 
may If any mining operations were to be carried on hereafter, 1 would advise boring 
about one quarter of a mile lower down the river, on either side. My reasons for this 
are as follows : the strata is elevated at an angle of about fifteen degrees to the north- 
west, whicli is nearly the direction of the river now as this is the case, the strata of 
sand-stone and shale can be traced without interruption up the bank of the river to the 
surface of the ground, and if the coal did exist it could be traced up in the same 
manner, as it occupies beds between strata of shale; but as it is not to be seen, I con- 
clude that it could not be found to any extent unless beyond a depth of one hundred 
and fifty feet; the enclosed sketch will explain this in a most satisfactory manner. 

As the whole of Cutch seems to belong to the same formation, I am of opinion that 
some spot could be found more advantageously situated, and of a more valuable quality. 

The coal of Bhooj might properly be classed among the lignites, it kindles with diffi- 
culty and does not cake, owing to the small quantity of bitumen it contains ; it blazes 
briskly when kindled, but does not afford much heat in proportion to the quantity of 
coal consumed ; it leaves much ash behind, owing to its impure quality, as it oontiiins 
much shale. The last facts would render it ratlicr disadvantageous for steam navi- 
gation, as in the first instance it would require a much greater quantity of coal to 
generate a given quantity of heat, and in the second, the quantity of ashes would choke 
the furnace. 


I would not recommend working any coal in Cutch, unless it could be found of a 
superior quality, and stratum two feet thick. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) H. M*Culi.ocii, 

Camp, Bhooj, 16th March 1829. Ensign 18th llegiment N. I. 


COPY of a Report from Ensign McCulloch, to the Resident at Cutch. 

The coal near Seesaghud occurs at the foot of a rock, forming the north bank of 
the bed of a river, the perpendicular height of which is about tliirfy feet. The coal is 
in two thin' strata, separated by a bed of white clay, the upper strata is about four 

3 C 2 inches 


X. 

COAL MIMCS. 

Fremboo, 
near Bhooj. 


Cutcli. 
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X. 

l^OAL MINES. 
Ciifch. 


inches thick, and the lower three inches in the thickest part, they are about one foot 
and five inches apart, and dip eight degrees to the west. The coal becomes gradually 
attenuated for about sixty feet, when it disappears ; but in all probability it extends in 
the direction of the dip. These beds I imagine to be the same as those at Tramboo, 
although the superincumbent rocks differ slightly. The depth from the surface above 
is the same in both places. 

The coal or lignite does not differ from that of Tramboo, except in appearance, for 
it is brighter and rather heavier from its containing more pyrites, it burns in the same 
manner, that is, it kindles with difficulty, but when ignited burns briskly; it does not 
cake, because it contains little bitumen, and leaves a great quantity of ashes behind, 
which retain the shape of the fragments of coal from which they proceeded. This cir- 
cumstance would render it nearly unfit for the steam engine, as the furnace would get 
choked up with ashes. It would not answer for the forge for several reasons ; the prin- 
cipal of which are, because it does not afford a sufficient quantity of heat in proportion 
to a given quantity of fuel (this is also against the steam engine), and because the flame 
it affords is brisk and light like the flame of paper, not dense and compact as it ought 
to be. 


It contains parts of branches of trees in a carbonized state, flattened by pressure, 
Ong. which circumstance added to its containing litth between, marks it to be a lignite, con- 

sequently a more recent formation than the true coalaries lignite transition from peat to 
coal through submerged wood. Peat contains the greatest quantity of charcoal, and 
no bitumen, whilst coal contains the smallest proportion of the former to the greatest 
of the latter; in short, the most recent formations contain the smallest portion of 
bitumen, and the most ancient contain the greatest, by gradual transition. As these 
upper beds arc proved to be lignites, it is reasonable to suppose that if there are other 
beds beneath they must also be lignites, as th^ would belong to the same series. They 
might be of greater dimensions, but the difference of quality very trifling, as there 
would be but little difference in their dates of formation. It is true that coal towards 
the surface is sometimes of an inferior ouality to the coal beneath, but it always indi- 
cates, more or less, which variety of coal will succeed, as in this case it indicates that 
the beds beneath will be lignites. 

Unless the coal could be found very advantageously situated for mining operations, of 
a much superior quality, I do not think that government would find it advantageous to 
work the mines in Cutch. Sinking a shaft would be attended with great expense, for 
before it was twenty feet deep llie water would gain fast, and it would be necessary to 
clear it out; at a small depth like this, it might be kept clear by hand, a winch, and 
kibble hand-pumps, or leather buckets drawn by men ; but at a depth of four hundred 
or six hundred feet, the depth at which good coal is generally found, some more 
powerful machinery would be required, and in a country Tike this nothing but a steam 
engine would answer. 

An engine of one hundred horse power with a set of twelve-inch cast iron tubes for 
pump pipes, with the engine-house, sheers, capstan, &c. &c., would be an expense of 
upwards of £5,000 ; perhaps a more powerful engine would be requisite, as it would be 
necessary to draw a column of water up to the surface of the ground. As this is a level 
country, no adits, or underground drain.s, could be contrived to carry off the water from 
any part of the sunk shaft, as it could be, was the mine on the side of a hill, or a decli- 
vity of any kind. 

^ In the mining counties of England many adventurers go to an expense of .£4,000, 
£5,000, £6,000, or even £20,000 before the beds are discovered ; but this takes place 
in a country where the geology is perfectly well known, and the number of mines very 

f reat, so that there is almost a certainty of finding good coal between two mines whicn 
ave proved advantageous; but in a country like Cutch, where the geology is but little 

known. 
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known, and where there are no streams to work the machinery, it would be running ii coxl minks. 

great risk to attempt any undertaking where there is so little probability of success. * 

Boring might be made use of, provided good laliourers could be found who would not Ciitch. 
break the rods. 

If boring is to be attempted in the spot lately examined, I would recommend trying 
it about one hundred yards higher up the river on the same side, and about fifty yards 
from the edge of the cliff. 

I would not recommend working the present strata, as they would not prove more 
advantageous than those at Tramboo. 

I examined the banks of the river lower down, but did not meet with any coal except 
one thin and insignificant strata. 

(Signed) H. M‘Culloch, 

Camp, Bhooj, 26 April 1829. Ensign 18th llegt. N. I. 


EXTRACT of a I^-etter in the Public Department, from the Governor in Council 
of Fort St. George to the Court of Directors, dated 16th May 1826. 

Letter from, dated 30th September Par. 4*. We have the lionour to slate, that 
180.5, (2 & 3) calling for information re- j far as is known, coal is not produced in any of 
spccting the means of supplying fuel for j the provinces subject to this Presidency, and 
steam navigation. - application for a supply has accordingly been 

made both to the Supreme Government and to 

your Honourable Court. 
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Abk^iree DuHeai Account of, in Bengal, Beliar and Orissa, p 14. 

Agents of the East^Indin Company. Accounts of all sums advanced from the territorial 
or commercial treasuries, to the coniinercial a<?ents in Bengal on account of the in- 

vestmentof raw silk in each year, from 1809- 10 to the latest period, p. 40 Account ul 

all sums written off as losses, and of all outstanding Imianc'cs on the books of the several 
Commercial Agents, from tlie year 1809-10 to the latest period, on account of the in- 
vestment of raw silk, p. 41 Copies or extracts of all despatches sent to India by ihe 

Court of Directors since the passing of the Act 53 Geo. Ill, c. 155, ns to ihc intcifc- 
rence of the agents of the Company with private traders in respect of any article <4 
which both are purchasers, p. i.50. 

Ayricu/tfiral Classes. Miserable condition of, under zemindary and ryotwar systtum 

llavMhuu Roy, p. 262 Alterations proposed in the law to give justice and ])ro- 

tection to; condition of, not improving, Roy, p. 263. 

Arbuthtwt, Captain. Orders and iiistriictioiiK issued to him by the Select Committee at 
Canton, p. 75. 

A.'isi. slant Surgeons. Sec Surgeons. 


Rengal. Population and extent of territory, p. 328 Abstract statement of all impor- 

tant public works which have been constructed in Bengal, or are at present in progress, 
since the last renewal of the £ast-India Company’s charter, p. 340, 

Bombay. Population and extent of territory, p. 331 Abstract statement of all im- 

portant public works which have been constructed in Bombay since the last renewal 
of the East- India Company’s charter, p. 347. 

c. 

C'fuiets. Account of the number of cadets and assistant-surgeons sent out to India, in 
each of the last five years; distinguishing each class, and specifying the Presidency to 
which they were respectively sent, p. 175. 
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Canals. Abstract statement of all important public works which have bectn constructed 
ill India, or are at present in progress, such as canals or roads, since the last renewal 
of the East-lndia Company’s charter, p. 340. 

Canton. Return of the value of the foreign export and import trade of the port of 
Canton in each year since 1818, distinguishing the trade carried on by each of the 
different nations from that under the llritish flag, 'distinguishing also the trade carried 
on by the East-India Company from that carried on bv the private India ships, also 
the tonnage employed by each nation in each year for the same period, as far as they 
can be ascertained, p. 165, - 

See also Factors/. Hong. Trade. Viceroy. 

( \ rtijicates. See Licenses. 

Charges. Account, showing the total amount of charges on the commerce of the East- 
India Company in India, England and China, for the years 1828-29 and 1829-80 ; 
also an account, explanatory of the account of profit and loss of the East-India Com- 
pany, showing the total amount of charges therein specified, and the amount charged 
on each of the various heads of the said account p. 32. 

Charter. Copy of the recent representation of the Hong merchants to the Chairman of 
the East-Irufia Company, on the probable consequences of terminating the Company’s 
exclusive trade to China, p. 93— Copy of an edict issued by the Viceroy of Can- 
ton, on the subject of the consequences of terminating the Company’s Charter, p. 93 

Despatch of the Chief and Supercargoes transmitting the above, as far as relates 

thereto, p. 97. 

Civil Officers ^ Reasons for the willingness of natives to lend money to officers holding 

high situations, Tlatnohun Ttoy^ p. 276 Regulations under which civil servants should 

be sent to India, liamohvn Iloy^ p. 289 Disadvantages of transferring officers from 

one service to another, Ramohim lioy^ p«291. 

See also Offices. 

Clahm.^ Abstract statement of the claims of the East-India Company upon Ilis Majes^ 
ty’s Government, for supplies furnished and expenses incurred in India and in England 
on various accounts, with interest calculated thereon to the 30th April 1821, p. 298 
———Abstract statement of the claims of His Majesty’s Government upon the East- 
India Company, for advances on account of supplies, and for charges on account of 
King’s troops employed in India, &c. ike., with interest calculated thereon to 30 April 

1821, p. 316 Statement of the claims of the Ea.st-lndiu Company on His Majesty s 

Government, and of the credits claimed by His Majesty’s Government, with interest 
calculated on both sides of the account to the 30th April 1821, p. 324. 

CUirk^ Lieutenant Ctipy of letters from him to the Ilesidcnt in Ciitch, resnecthur 
coal mines, p. 370 — 375. 

Coals. Selections from copies of communications respecting the coal-inincs of India, re- 
ceived at the India House from the difierent Presidencies, p.352 Copies of several 

communications from W. Jones respecting the state of the river Damooden, for ascer- 
taining its navigation to and from the place where pit coal is found, p 3.52 Banks 

of the Ganges to Behar and Ghidore, p. 355 Damooda river, pp 355, 357 ; 8vlhet, 

p. 358 Copies of letters from Mr. J. Stark to A. Trotter, Esq and W. H Train, 

Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the public department, concerning Syl- 
hot mines, pp. 365 — 368 Communications relative to the Cute hmines pp.368— 381. 

Code of Laws. Manner in which a criminal code should be formed, suited to the w^ants 

of the country, liamohnn Roxjy p. 288 Necessity of framing a code of civil Jaws, 

Ramohun Roy^ p. 290. 

Commerce. Account showing the total amount of charges on tlie commerce of the East- 
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India Company, in England, India, and China, &c. for the years 1828-9 and 1829*30, 
p. 39* 4 

Colonization, Reasons against permitting lower orders to colonize Indi% Hamohun 
Roy^ p. 267. 

Commercial Agents. See Agents of the Rast-India Company. 

Commercial Offices. Return of all commercial offices under the Presidency of Bengal, 
with the salary and uinoiint, and nature of any other allowances annexed to each of 
such offices, as they stood May 1817 and 1827 ; and further stating, in regard to 
offices which have been created, or of which the salaries or allowances have been aug- 
mented since 1817, the date of the creation, and of such augmentation, and the reasons 
assigned for each, p. 180 Return of the establishments connected with the com- 

mercial offices under the Presidency of Bengal ; showing the number of persons, and 
the expense attaching to each establishment, as it stood May 1817 and 1827 ; and 
stating likewise the date of new establishments, of any considerable augmentations, 
and the reason assigned for the same, p. 188. 

Courts of Justice : 

1 -- King's Courts : 

It would be useful to increase the jurisdiction of the King's Court if their ex- 
penses could be conducted as cheaply as East- India Company's courts, Ramokun 
Roy^ p. 267. 

2. Native Courts : 

Nature of the native courts, and trials they are allowed to decide, Hamohun Roy^ 

p. 276 Competency of native law asses.bors ; course pursued when they differ in 

opinion, Hamohun Roy^ p. 286 Course pursued under similar circumstances in 

the Nizumut Adawliit, llamohun Itoy^ p. 287 Salaries of judicial offices should 

not be reduced ; they should be above temptation, Hamohun Roy^ p. 292. 

3. Native Rleaders : 

Arc not always treated in the courts with the consideration due to their office; 
reasons assigned; a.ssistance afforded to the judges by the native judicial c fficers, 

Hamohun Hoy ^ p. 275 Opinions of the official character and conduct of the 

subordinate native judicial officers; professional character and conduct of pleaders; 
the appointment ot native assessors should be placed on a different footing ; their 
salaries should be increased ; manner in whicn they should lie selected, Hamohun 

Hoy^ p. 277 Books which Hindoo hwyers follow ns law authorities; books which 

Mahometans follow, Hamohun Hoy^ p. 290. 

Sec also Judges. Juries. Justice, Administration of. 

Customs. Schedule exhibiting in detail the name and designation of several taxes, 
duties, and imposts, comprehended under the general heads of Customs, Laiid* 
reveiuio, Sayer, Abkaree, Motiirfah, Farms and Licenses, Salt, Opium, Marine 
Stamps, in the accounts laid before Parliament : Also schedule describing and 
distinguishing the provinces or places in which the different systems for collecting 

the land-revenues at present prevail, p. 42. Copies or extracts of all despatches 

sent to India by the Court of Directors since the passing of 53 Geo. 3, c. 135, 
relating to the reduction of the customs 4iiid inland duties in India, and of the 
proceedings had thereupon, p. 103. 

Cutch, Province of. Copies of letters from C. Walter, Esq., the Assistant Resident in 

charge at Cutch. to the Secretary of the Governmen: at Bombay, p. 368, 360 Copies 

of letters ffom Lieutenant Clark to the Resident in Cutch, p. 370, 373— Copy of a 
Report from Captain M^iJdey to W'. Newnham, Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Bombay, p. 371— Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Jameson to Major Henry 
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Pottinger, Resident in Cutch Bhooj^ p. 8T4— Copy of a letter from Ensign McCul- 
loch to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, p. 376, 379. 


D. 


Lyamooden River, Selections from Copies of communications respecting the coal mines of 
India, received at the India House (concerning those on the Damooden River), p. 352. 

DeM, An account of the sums paid by the East-lndia Company to discharge their 

bond-debt between 31st May 1766, and 31st January 1781, p. 19 Amounti^id 

for interest on the homo- bond debt from 1st March 1766 to 30th April 1814, p. 26 — * 
Prospective estimate of the territorial debt of India at the close of tlie Company’s 
present term, calculating the sicca rupee at Is. lid. instead of the rates of exchange 
fixed by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, p. 27. 

ZhiRes* Schedule exhibiting in detail the names and description of the several taxes 9 
duties, and imposts, comprehended under the general heads of customs;, land 
revenue, sayer, abkarree, moturfah, farms and licenses, salt, opium, marine, stamps, 

in the accounts laid before Parliament, p. 42 Copies or extracts of all despatches 

sent to India by the Court of Directors since the pas^sing of 53 Geo. 3, cap. 155 
relating to the reduction of the customs and inland duties in India, and of the pro- 
ceedings had thereupon, p. 103. 


E. 

Kast^ India Cc/mpany , [For all Matters referring to the East-lndia Company, vide 
subject-matter sought for.] 

Establishments, See Offices. 

Europeans, Advantages which would result from the East-lndia Company permitting 
Europeans to purcliase lands in India; reasons against permitting lower orders to 

colonize, Ratnonun Roy^ p. 266 Return of the number of Europeans in British 

India, not in the service of His Majesty or of the East-lndia Company; distin- 
guishing those residing witliin the Presidencies of Bengal, Madras, Bombay, and 
each of the British settlements within the Straits of Malacca, respectively, on 1st 
May 1814 and 1st May 1830, us far as can be made up, p. 338. 

F 

Eactory at (Janton, ^ Extract from a memorial sent by the Viceroy of Canton to the 
Emperor of China, relative to tlie suspension of the Company’s trade in 1829-30. 
Copy received by the Select Committee, the 4th January 1830, and recorded in the 

Canton Secret Consultations about that date, p. 62 The Emperor of China’s 

commands to the Viceroy at Canton in reply to the above, received and recorded in 
the Canton Secret Consultations about 26tli January 1830 The Select Com- 

mittee’s Address to the lloppo of Canton, recorded in the Canton Secret Consulta- 
tions, and the Hoppo’s repl^', p. 64-69— —The Viceroy and IIoppo’s reply to the 
Select Committee’s letters of 11 January, recorded in the Canton Secret Consul- 
tations 25 January 1830, p. 70 Orders and Instructions issued to Captain Iline 

and the commanefers of the Company’s ships, January 1830, p. 74. 

Eeea, Statement of the rate of fees received at the East-lndia House from civil and 
military officers, according to their respective rank, in classes ; also from free-traders, 
mariners, servants and others, proceeding to the East-Indies, p. 177. 

Eree Traders, Statement of rates of fees received at the Eastrindia House from free 
traders proceeding to the East-Indies, p. 177- 

Ereiyht. Proportion of freight chargable upon the indigo investments of the East- 
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India Company, 1814>18S9, p« 156-—— An account of the value of the trade of the 
East>^India Company, showing charges in India, together with freight and demorage, 
p. 168. 

Frenibo. Copy of a letter from Lieutenant McCulloch to R. Money, Esq., Assistant 
Resident in charge of Bhooj, concerning coal-mines in that district, p. 37V>. 

G. 

Coflpjpa. Copy of letters from W. Jones to H. St.' G. Tucker, Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, respecting coal-mines to be found on the banks of^ p. 355. 

Government of India, Opinion of native inhabitants regarding the existing form of 
government, and its auministrators, Native and European, Uamohun Roy, p. 296. 

II 

Habeas Corpus. Judges of the Siidder Dewannee Adawlut should have the power of 
issuing the writ of habeas corpus, Rnmohun Roy^ p. 282. 

Havisidc, Captain, Orders and instructions issued to him by the Select Committee at 
Canton, p. 74. 

Hine^ Captain. Orders and instructions to, p. 74. 

Hong Merchants* Copy of the recent representation of the Ilong merchants to the 
Chairman of the East-India Company, on the probable consequences of terminating 
the Company's exclusive trade to China, p. 93. 

I. 

Imports — Canton. Return of the value of the foreign export and import trade of Can- 
ton since 1813, distinguishing the trade carried on by each of the different nations 
from that under the Briti.-h flag; distinguishing also the trade carried on by the East- 
India Company from that carried on by private India ships; also, the tonnage em- 
ployed by each nation in each year, for trie same period, as far as the same can be 
ascertained, p. 165. 

Indigo. Account of the quantity of indigo purchased by the East-India Company in 
Bengal, 1814 — 1829, with its cost price in rupees ; specifying the rate per Factory 
maund, together with the charges thereon, including commission or brokerage 
allowed, and shipping expenses, and converting the gross amount into sterling 
money, adding proportion of freight cliargeable upon indigo, and allowance for 
insurance ; also an account of the sale and proceeds of indigo in London ; statement 
showing the net profit and loss upon the annual investments; rate per rupee which 
indigo in each year yielded as a remittance, p. 156. 

hiheritance. Manner of regulating tlie laws of inheritance in India, RamohunRoy^ 
p. 290. 

Interests Amount paid for interest on the Home Bond Debt from 1st March 1766 to 
30th April 1814, p. 26. 

J. 

Jamsson^ Lieutenant. Copy of a letter from him to Major H. Pottinger, Resident in 
Cutch Bhooj, concerning coal-mines in Cutch, p. 374. 

JomSi William. Comes of various letters from him to different officers respecting the 
state of the river Damooden, for ascertaining its navigation to and fh)m the place 
where pit coal is found, p. 352. 
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Judg^es, Evils which result from want of a sufficient number of judges in Indio, and from 
want of due qualification of those appointed, Uamohtm p. 274— Salaries of 
judicial officers should not be reduced; they should be above temptation, Ramobun 
Boy, p. 292. 

Juries. Similarity between the jury and Punchayet system which has always existed in 
India ; modification of the Punchayet jury system, which at present would be best 
suited to the circumstances of the country, Ramohun Roy^ p. 280— — -•Description of 
persons who mij^ht sit on juries; advantage the Punchayet system would possettupver 

the present judicial establishments, Ramohun Roy^ p 281 Manner in wbi^^er- 

sons intrusted with the power of juries should be chosen, Ramohun Boy^ p. 287. 

Justice^ Administration of . Judicial system of India adapted to the country; want of a 
greater number of judges ; evils which result from want of an increased niinfber, 

mohun Roy^ p. 273 Proceedings of courts are generally conducted in Persian, 

Ramohun Roy^ p. 275 Advantages which the English language would have over 

Persian, Ramohun Roy^ p. 275 Purity of the judicial branch of the East-India 

Company, Ramohun Roy^ p. 276 Different modes of removing several defects in 

the judicial system of India, Ramohun Roy^ p. 278 Persons maybe found among 

the natives to exercise any judicial functions, Ramohun Roy^ p. 281 Difference 

between courts of appeal and district courts; judges of the Sudder Dewannee Adaw- 
lut should have the power of issuing the writ of habeas corpus; number of provincial 
courts; consequences of making Revenue Commissioners judges of circuit, Ramohun 

f'^oy^ p. 283 Delays which take place in the decision of causes; causes of delay, 

Ramohun Roy, p. 283 Remedies proposed; number of appeal causes could be re- 
duced, Ramohun Roy^ p. 284 Right of appeal to the King in Council a great evil ; 

manner in which office of Revenue Commissioner and Judges of Circuit interfere, 

Ramohun Roy^ p.285 Manner in which a criminal code should be formed, suited 

to the wants of the coiintrj^, Ramohun Koy, p. 2B8. 

See also Courts of Justice. Juries. 


K. 

Khoodkhast Nature of the tenure of khoodkhasl ryots, Ramohun Roy^ p. 259. 

See also Ryots. 

King in Council. Evils which arise from power of appealing to King in Council from 
India, Ramohun Roy, p. 285. 


L. 

Lands in India. Tenure upon which land is held in several provinces in India: tenure 
on which they were held under the Mahometan government; terms on which farms 
are rented, Ramohun Boy, p. 258 Principles upon which proprietors of land regu- 
late the rate of rent paid by the tenant, Ramohun Roy, p. 260 Advantages which 

would result from the East-India Company permitting Europeans to purchase lands, 
and invest capital in India. Reasons why tne admission of the lower orders to colo- 
nize would be incompatible with the state of society in India, Ramohun Roy, p. 266, 

267 Measures adopted by Government to ascertain the validity of the title by 

which lands are held free from assessment. Unpopularity of the Regulations among 
the natives of India, Ramohun Roy, p. 268— — Mode in which lands are sold for defi- 
ciency in revenue payments; class of persons who generally become purchasers; un- 
fair purchase sometimes effected by local native officers, Ramohun Roy, p. 261— 
Suggestions for altering abuses of this kind, Ramohun Roy, p. 203, 
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Lmut Revenue: 

1. Generally: 

Schedule, exhibiting in detail the name and designation of the several taxes, &c. 
and land revenue; also describing and distinguishing the provinces or places in which 
the diiDerent systems for collecting the land revenues at present prevaif p. 42. 

2. Bengal: 

* ALCCOunt of the amount of the Land Revenue, and Saycr and Abkaree duties, in 
ngal, Bahar, Orissa and Ben.ares, 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820, 1830; distinguishing 
each head of revenue; together with the various items of charge, and the rate at which 
each branch of revenue has been collected, p. 44. 

3. Bombay: 

Account of the amount of Land Revenue, Sayer and Abkaree duties collected in 
the ancient possessions of Bombay, together with the charges of collecting the same ; 
distinguishing each head of revenue, and specifying the various items of charge of 
collection, for 1789-90, 1799-1800, 1809-10, 1819-20, and 1829-30, p. 58. 

4. Ceded Provinces : 

Account of the amount of the Land Revenue, and Sayer and Abkaree duties, in the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces under the Bengal Government ; together with the 
charges and the rate of collection, upon the principle adopted in Account. No. 1 , 

p. 48 Account of the amount of the Land Revenue, and Saver and Abkaree duties, 

collected in the Ceded and Conquered Possessions of Bombay; together with the 
charges of collecting the same ; distinguishing each head of revenue, and specifying 
the various items of charge of collection, 1789-90, 1799 180Q, 1809-10, 1819-20, 1829- 
30, p, 59 A similar account for Madras, p. 54. 

5. Madras: 

Account of the amount of the Land Revenue, Sayer and Abkaree duties, coliccteil 
in the ancienj^ possessions of Madras, together with the charges of collecting the same; 
distinguishing each head of revenue, and specifying the various items of charge of col- 
lection, as far as the same can be made out, for 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820, Jknd 1830, 
p. 52. 

Licenses. Statement of the rate of fees at the East-India House from civil and military 
officers, according to their respective ranks in classes ; also from free traders, mariners, 

servants and others, proceeding to the Jiast-Indies, p. 177 Account of all sums 

received at the East-Lidia House, on granting of covenants, licenses, or certificates 
for ships and persons proceeding to the East-Indies ; distinguishing those received on 
account of officers in tne civil and military service of Ills Majesty and the East-India 
Company, from those received on account of private merchants or otliers; and dis- 
tinguishing also the amount for stamps from the amount of fees ; specifying the total 
amount, and the number of persons of each class, from 1814 to 1831, p. 254 State- 

ment exhibiting the number, and amount in value, of all security bonds exacted by the 
East-India Company from persons proceeding to the East-Indies, from April 1814 
to 1831; distinguisfiing the bonds exacted from private persons, and specifying the 
cases, if any, in which prosecutions have been instituted for the penalties of breaches 
of such bonds, and amount of such penalties received, p. 256. 

Jjosses* Account of all sums written off as losses of all outstanding balances standing in 
the booHs of the several commercial agents, from the year 1809-10, inclusive, to the 
latest period to which the same has teen received (on account of the investment of 
raw silk), p. 41. 
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M^CuUoch. Copies of letters from Ensign McCulloch to the Secretary of the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, concerning coal-mines in Cutch, p. 376, 877, 379 Copy of a 

letter from him to R. Money, Esq. Assistant Resident in charge of Bhooj, p. 877. 

Mariners, Statement of the rates of fees received at the East^India House from free 
mariners proceeding to the East-Indies, p. 177. 



Natives of India, Opinions of Rammohun Roy as to physical and moral condition of 
the peasantry ; their rate of wages ; subsistence ; habitations ; clothing ;; increase of 
population; industry; capability of improvement; intelligence; education; super- 
stition ; and attachment to government, p. 292. 


o. 

Offices and Establishments, Return of commercial offices under the Presidency of Ben- 
gal ; showing the expense in 1817 and 1827, stating new establishments, augmenta- 
tions, &c., p. 180 Return of offices, places and pensions, civil, military, and 

commercial, held under the East-India Company, within the United Kingdom and 
Colonies, and not included in the Returns laid before the Committee 1080, with the 
salary, and the amount and nature of any such allowances, annexed to each of such 
offices or places, as they stood 1817 and 1827 ; and further stating, in regard to 
offices and places which have been created, or of whicli salaries, &c. have been 

augmented, since 1814, p. 194 Return of the establishment connected with all 

of&es and places, civil, political, military or commercial, belonging to the East-India 
Company, within the United Kingdom or colonics, and not included in Returns 
laid before Committee 1830, and the fixed and contingent expenses respectively 
attaching to each establishment, as it stood 1817 and 1827, &c., p 242. 

P. 

Pensions^ civil, political, military, and commercial held under the EasUindia Company 
within the United Kingdom and colonies as tliey stood on the 1st of May 1817 and 
1st May 1827, p. 208. 

Permanent Settlement, The permanent settlement of 1793 was as high an assessment as 
any government had ever taken from the land, Ratnohun Roy^ p. 264. 

Popidatkm. Return of the population of the British territories in India, under the 
different heads of Presidencies, Provinces and Districts ; and specifying the area in 
British miles of each Presidency, Province and District respectively, for any two 
years for which a census or estimate may have been taken, in so far as the same can 

be made out, p. 328 Return of the population of the principal cities and towns 

within the British Possessions iii India, for any two years for which a census or esti- 
mate may have been taken, in so far as the same can be complied with, p. 335. 

Privdte Traders. Copies or extracts of all despatches sent to India by the Court of 
Directors since the passing of the Act 58 Geo. III. cap. 155, as to the interfeimoe of 
the agents of the Company with private traders in respect to any article ofwhidiboth 
are purchasers, p. 150. • ^ : 
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Profit and IjOSS. Account e^cplanatorv of the account of profit and loss of the East- 
India Company; showing the total amount of charges therein specified, and the 
amount charged on each of the various heads of the said account, p. 32— Account 
explanatory of the ’forej|;ying amount ; specifying how the profits of the East- India 
Company in their China Trade are diminished in the sum of £254,085, by the 

adherence to the Board's rates of exchange, p. 36. Similar account of the loss of 

£585^040 on the trade between Europe and India, p. 38 Statement showing the 

net profit and loss upon the annual investments of indigo, and the rate per rupee in 
sHEiing money whicli the indigo in each year yielded ns a remittance to this country, 
1 ^ 56 . 

Punchayet. Similarity between the jury system and the punchayet, which has always 
existed in India: modification of the punchayet jury system, which at present would 
be best suited to the circumstances of the country, Ramohun Roy^ p. 280 Advan- 

tages which the punchayet system would possess over the present judicial establish- 
ments of Indio, Ramohun Roy^ p, 282. 

R. 

Ramohun Roy. (Analysis of his Answers to Questions from the Board of Control.)- — 
Tenure upon which land is held in several provinces in India; tenure on which land 
was held under the Mahomedan government; terms on which farms are rented; 

nature of the tenure of khoodkasht ryots, 258 -How far ryots are subject to their 

rent being raised by zemindars ; regulations made 1793, at the same time of the per- 
manent settlement ; principles on which the proprietors of land regulate the rate of 
rent paid by the tenant ; specific proportions wliich should be considered as rent, 

how evaded ; rents generally paid in money ; manner in which paid, 259 

Instances in which the revenue is collected by Government directly from cultivators, 
and not from proprietors; modes adopted to secure revenue when proprietors tall 
into arrears : to secure rent by proprietors : Government can seize, proprietors must 
sue ; mode a^ppted to sell lands for deficiency in revenue payments; class of persons 
who generally become purchasers; unfair purchn.ses sometimes made by local native 
officers, 260. 

Suggestions for obviating abuses of this kind ; miserable condition of the cultivators 
both under the zemindary and ryotwar systems ; best plan for improving the present 
state of the cultivators is, to interdict any further increase oi rent ; bad effect of 
zemindar^ using middle-men, who are much less merciful than their masters; 
thc^ legal protection of cultivators at present is by no means such as could be 
desired, 262 Alterations proposed in the law, in order to secure justice and pro- 

tection to the cultivators ; the condition of cultivators has not been improving; the con- 
dition of the proprietors of land has improved under the present system ; the permanent 
settlement of 1793 was as high an assessment as any government had ever taken from 
the land ; reasons why land is so frequently sold for arrears of revenue; lands sold 

for revenue purpose.s generally realize the sum due from them. 263 Should there 

not be sufficient, the government seize the person: cultivators have no means, under 
the present system, of accumulating capital ; only method of preventing embezzle- 
ment or ojraression in valuing and measuring land is to take a fixed assessment ; 
necessary dependence of collectors of revenue on their under-officers ; they possess 
amply sufficient powers ; propositions for improvement in collecting the revenue for 
the protection or cultivators ; Government are already secure, 265. 

Advantages which would result from the East-India Company permitting Euro- 
peans to purchase lands and invest capital in India ; reasons why the admission of 
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the lower orders to colonize would be incompatible with the state of society in India ; 
it would be iiceful to increase the j^urisdiction of the King’s Courts, if their expenses 
could be conducted as cheaply as Eoat-India Company’s Courts, 207— —Measures 
adopted by Government to ascertain the validity of the t^e by which lands are held 
h:ec from assessment ; unpopularity of the regulations among the natives of India, 208. 

[Second Series of Questions.]-^udiciul system of India adapted to the country; 
want of a greater number of judges; evils w^hich result from want of an increased 

number, 273 And from the want of due qualification of those ^pointed; c^struc- 

tions to the administration of justice from want of a better code or laws; proceedings 
of the courts are generally conducted in Persian, in imitation of the former Mah^ie- 
dan rulers, 274— Advantages which the English language would have over Persian; 
native pleaders are not always treated in the courts witn the consideration due to their 
office; reasons assigned for this; assistance afforded to the judges by the native judi- 
cial officers; nature of the native courts, and trials they are allowed to decide; the 
judicial branch of the service of the East-India Company is almost pure; talentof the 
judges; reasons for the willingness of natives to lend money to officers holding high 
situations, 275. 

Opinion of the official character and conduct of the subordinate native judicial 
officers ; professional character and conduct of pleaders ; the appointment of native 
assessors should be placed on a different footing; their salaries should be increased; 

manner in which they should be selected, 277 Different modes of removing several 

defects in the judicial system of India, 278 Similarity between the jury system 

and the Punchayet, which has always existed in India; modification of the Punchayet 
jury system, which at present would be best suited to the circumstances of the country, 

280 Description of persons who might sit on juries ; persons may be found among 

the natives to exercise any judicial functions; advantages which the Punchayet sys- 
tem would possess over the present judicial establishments; difference between courts 
of appeal and district courts; judges of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut should have 
the power of issuing the writ of habeas corpus; number of provincial courts; imuri- 

ous consequences of making revenue commissioners judges of circuit, 281 Delay 

which takes place in the decision of causes; causes of the uela}, 289 Remedies pro- 

posed ; numocr of appeal cases could be reduced without any disadvantage, 284. 

Right of appeal to the King in Council from India is a very great evil ; nature of 
duties assigned to revenue commissioners, and their duties ns judges of circuit; man- 
ner in which these offices necessarily interfere with each other; competency of the 
native land-assessors ; course pursued when they differ in opinion, 286— Course 
pursued under similar circumstances in the Nizamut Adawlut; manner in which per- 
sons intrusted with the power of juries should be chosen ; Mabomedans should be 
chosen for the purpose ; manner in which a criminal code should be formed, suited to 

the wants of the country, 287 Regulations under which civil servants should be 

sent to India ; manner of regulating the laws of inheritance, 288— Books which 
Hindoo lawyers follow as law authorities ; which Mahomedans follow ; necessity of 
framing a code of civil law ; disadvantages of transferring persons from one service to 

another, 290 Salaries of judicial officers should not be reduced; they should be 

above temptation, 292. 

Paper on the Revenue system of India, p. 268. 

Replies to queries as to the moral condition of the peasantry ; their rate of wages ; 
subsistence; habitation; clothing; increase of population; industry: capability of 
improvement ; intelligence ; education ; superstition ; and attachment to govern- 
ment, p. 292. 

Jlaw Siik, See Silk, 

' * , 

Bemittances. Account of amount of payments in England on account of Indioi irt three 
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yearg past, 4ind the manner in which the remittances have been made, includinj; 
specie and bills, direct and indirect ; stating the prime cost and expenses, . and the 
proceeds of sale of each such remittance, and the average charge or rate of remit- 
tances, in each of those th|:ee years, of such proceeds, p. 28. 

Principle upon which the proprietors of land regulate the rate of rent paid hy 

the tenant, Itamohun Roy^ p. 260 Specific proportions which should be considered 

as rent; how evaded: rents generally paid in money; manner in wliicli paid, Ramo- 
ht^Roy^ p. 260 Legal process to secure rent of proprietors, Ramohun Roy^ p. 261. 

T^ee Lands in India, 

Residents^ Commercial. See Agents of the Rast^India Company. 

Residents in India. Return of the number of Kuropeans in British India, not in the 
service of His Majesty, or of the East-Iiidia Company; distinguishing those residing 
within the presidencies of Bengal, Madras, Bonibuy, and each of the British settle- 
ments within the Straits of Malacca respectively, on 1st May 1814 and 1st May 1830, 
p. 338. 

Retired Allowances. Account of the number of retired military officers on the .several 
Indian establishments, and the amount of the ])ay and allowances of each, as thev 
stood 1st May 1817 and Ist May 1827, p. 231. 

R EVEN UK : 

1 • Generally : 

Estimate of the revenue and charges of India, under the several heads, whether 
payable in India or England, as they will probably stand at the expiration of 
the Company’s present term, with a statement of the grounds upon which such 

estimate is in each case formed, p. 10 Account of payments in England on 

account of India, in the three years past, and the manner in which the remittances 
have been made, including specie and bills, direct and indirect, stating the prime 
cost and expenses, and the proceeds of sale of each such remittance, and the average 
charge or rate of remittance.s, in each of those three \ears, of such proceeds, p. 28 
Copies or extracts of all despatches sent to India by the Court of Directors 
since the passing 53 Geo. 3, c. 15.5, relating to tlie collection of any of the revenues 
of the Inciian government in kind, p 103 
2, ( ollection of: 

Instances in which the revenue is collected by government directly from cultivators, 
and not from proprietors: modes adopted to secure revenue when proprietors fall 
into arrears: mode adopted for .sale of land when there is a deficiency in revenue 

payments, Ramohun Roy^ p 260 The permanent assessment of 1793 was as high 

an assessment as any government had ever taken from the land : lands .sold for 

revenue purposes generally realize the Sum due from them, Rumohiift Hoy^ p. 261. 

Should there not oe sufficient, government seize the person. Mcllioil of preventing 
embezzlement in the collection of Necessary dcpendancc of collectors of revenue 
on their under officers. Propositions for improvement in the mariner of collecting, 
Ramohun Roy^ p- 265. 

Revenue Commiesiomrs. Nature of duties assigned to revenue commissioners, and tiieir 
duties as judges of circuit; manner in which these offices necessarily interfere with 
each other, Ramohun Roy^ p. 286. 

Jloads^ Abstract statepient of all important public works, which have been con- 
structed in India, or are at present in progress, such as canals or roads, since the last 

renewal of the East- India Company's charter, p.310 Trigonometrical surveys 

which have taken place in the Madras l^rcsidcncy, Bombay Presidency, Bengal 
Presidency, p. 348. 

3 E 
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R^U. Miserable condition both under zemindar and ryotwar systems; the want ol' 
legal protection ; alterations necessary in the law for their protection, Ran.ohun Roy^ 
p. 262 Their condition has been improving, RamohunRoy^ p. 2^. 

s. 


Salaries and Allowances, See Offices. 

Saltpetre, Prime cost of saltpetre purchased (including commercial charges in India 
and China) sold 1827-28, p. 168. 

^ayer. Amount of the Sayer duties in Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa, and In Benares, 
1790, 1800, 1810, 1820, 1830; distinguishing that head of revenue, with the various 

items of charge, and the rale at which it has been collected, p. 44 Similar account 

of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces in Bengal, Madras, Bombay, p. 48. 

Security Bonds. Statement exhibiting the number and amount in value of all security 
bonds exacted by the East- India Company from persons proceeding to the East- 
Indics, in each year from 1814 to 1831, distinguishing the bonds exacted from 
parties in the service of the East-Inclia Company from those exacted from private 
persons; and specifying the cases, if any, in which prosecutions have been instituted 
for the penalties of breaches of such bonds, and the amount of such penalties 
received, p 256. 

Shipping — Canton : 

Account of the tonnage employed by each nation in the trade of Canton, in each 

year from 1813, as far as the same can be ascertained, p. 165 Account of the value 

of the trade of the East-India Company, showing the commercial charges in 
England, the East-Indies, China, 3cc , together with the freight and demorage, and 
the total value of the proceeds of such trade, 1827-28, p. 168— —Orders and 
instructions to Captain Hine and the commanders of the Company's ships, 15th 

January 1830, p. 74 Orders issued to Captain Haviside and the commanders 

intrusted with tne command of the party of seamen that proceeded with Mr. Jackson 
to Canton in charge of the Committee’s letters to the Emperor, Viceroy and Hoppo, 

January 1830, p. 74 Orders issued to Captain Whitenead under the above date, 

p. 74 Onlcrs to Captains Haviside and Arbuthnot, desiring them to have their 

ships in readiness to proceed with despatches to the North, p. 75. 

Siccary Gully. About Siccary Gully and Pointy, very large iron mines have licen 
worked in former times ; quantity of iron the ore yielded, p. 358. 

SierBeni Yass. A small island on the Arabian coast, general description of, p. 377. 

Silk Fizetories. Statement of the number and valuation of silk filatures or factories of 
the East' India Company in Bengal, at the last valuation; distinguishing tlie name 
of each filature and subordinate factory, together with the name and value of the 
same, p. 162. 

Silk^ Purchase of. Account of all sums advanced from the territorial or commercial 
treasuries to the commercial agents in Bengal, on account of the investment of raw 
silk, in each year, from the year 1809-10 to the latest period to which the same has 
been received, p. 40 Account of all sums written off* as losses, and of all out- 

standing balances, standing in the books of the several commercial agents, from the 
year 1809-10, inclusive, to the latest period to which the same has been received, 

p. 41 Prime cost of raw silk purchased (including commercial charges in India), 

sold in 1827-28, p. 168. 

Silh{Raw). Account of the East-India Company’s annual investment of raw silk, 
provided in Bengal, and imported into London, in each year, - 1814*-*^1829 (both 
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inclusive)* made up so as the result of the sales may be ascertained In the same way 

as is required in respect of indiffo* p. 158- -Quantity of raw silk supplied by the 

agents in Bengal, and sold in India and in England, stating the sale value thereof, 
in each year from 1809-10, inclusive, to the latest period to which the same can be 

made up, p. 160 Account showing in detail all the items, and the amount of each, 

forming the invoice price of the Company’s investment of Bengal raw silk, for each 

of the years 1813-14 and 1829-30, p. 161 Prime cost of raw silk purchased 

(including commercial charges in India and China), sold 1827-28, p 168. 

Singapore. Number of Europeans resident at, not in the service of Ilis Majesty, or of 
the East-India Company, on 1st May 1814 and 1st May 1830, p. 338. 

Starh^ Mr. J. Copy of letters from him to A. Trotter, Esq., Acting Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, in the Public Department, concerning coal-mines in Sylhet, 
p. 365. 

Sngar. Prime cost of sugar purchased at Bengal and the Cape of Good Hope (includ- 
ing commercial charges), 1827-28, p. 168. 

Sufy^dies^ Estimate of the balance of supplies between India and England, from the 
year 1779-80 to 1791-92, England, correspohding with the year 1780-81 to 1791-92, 

hi India, p. 20 Estimate of the balance of supplies between India and England, 

from 1792-93 to 1st May 1814, England, corresponding with the year 1793-94, to 

1st May 1814, India, p. 22 Abstract Statement of "the claims of the East-India 

Company upon His Majesty’s Governinenl, for supplies furnished and expenses 
incurred in India or England on various accounts, with interest calculated thereon 
to April 1821, p. 298. 

Surgeons. Account of the number of assistant- surgeons sent out to India, in each of 
the last five years ; distinguishing each class, anti specifying the Presidency to which 
they were respectively sent, p. 175, 176. 

Syihet. Copy of a letter from AV. Jones to W. 13. Bayley, Esq , Acting Secretary of the 

Government of Bengal, respecting coal mines in, p. 358 Copy of a letter from 

Mr J. Stark to A. Trotter, Esq., acting Secretary to the Government of Bengal in 
the Publ’c Department, p. 365. 


T. 

lea. Account of the average .sale price of tea of each description of the East-India 

Company’s teas sold in each year from 1823, p. 164 Prime cost of teas purchased 

^including all commercial charges in China), and the sale amount in England, Cana- 
tla and Cape of Good Hope, 1827-28, p. 179. 

territory and Commerce. Estimate of the account between the territorial and commer- 
cial branches of the East-India Company, framed upon the principles of the separa- 
tion now observed and laid down in a plan agreed upon between the Board of Con- 
trol and the Court of Directors, and presented to Parliament 1816, p. 13. 

lerritorieU Debt. Prospective estimate of the territorial debt of India at the close of the 
C’ompany’s present term, calculating the sicca rupee at 1^. 1 \d.y instead of the rates 
of exchange fixed by the Board of Commissioners for the affairs of India, p. 27. 

Territorial Revenue. An account of the monies paid Government in consequence of 
agreements with the Company concerning the territorial possessions in India, p. 17 
i——— Statement to show the amount realized in England from the territories and reve- 
nues obtained in India, p. 18. 

3 E 3 
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Trade : 

1. i'hifui! 

Priinc cost of tea imported from China, and sold in England, Canada, and Cape of 
Good Hope; and other articles, as nankeens, &c. (including commercial charts), 

1 827-28, p. 170 Return of the value of the foreign Export and Import Trade of the 

Port of Canton, in each year since 18 13, distinguishing the trade carried on by each of 
the ilidei cnt nations from that under the British flag; distinguishing also the trade carried 
on by the East-India Company from that carried on by private India ships ; also the 

tonnage employed by each nation, in each year for the same period, p, ld5 Extract 

from a memorial sent by the Viceroy of Canton to the Emperor of China, relative to 
the suspension of the Company's trade in 1829-30; copy received by the l^lect Com- 
mittee 4th January 1830, and recorded in the Canton Secret Consultations about that 

date, p. 62 Ilie Emperor of China's commands to the Viceroy at Canton, in reply 

to the above, received, and recorded in the Canton Secret Consultations, about 26th 

January 1830, p. 64 Notification extending the suspension of commerce to all 

British ships referred to in the above order, p* 75 The Select CommiUee's letter 

to the Viceroy of Canton, dated 25th January 1830, p. 76 -The President of the 

Select Committee's letter to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, 28th January 

1830, p. 78 Copy of an edict issued by the Viceroy and Hoppo of Canton, 

announcing the commands of the Emperor, in reply to their memorial relative to the 
suspension of the Company's trade in 1829-^0, received by the Select Committee on 
the 26th January 1829-30, p. 91. 

2. Generally : 

Account showing the total amount of charges on the commerce of the East-India 
Company in India, England, Chino, &c. for the years 1828-1829 and 1829-1830; 
also, an Account explanatory of the account of profit and loss of the East-India Com- 
pany, showing the total amount of charges therein specified, and the amount charged 

on each of the various heads of the said Account, p. 32 Account explanatory of 

tlic foregoing amount, specifying how ihejurofits of the East-India Company in tneir 
China trade are diminished in the sum of Jb254,085, by the adherence to the Board’s 

rates of exchange, p. 36 Similar Account of the loss of £585,940 on the trade 

between Europe and India, p. 36 Account of the value of the trade of the East- 

India Company ; showing the prime cost of several articles purchased, the whole of 
tile commercial charges in England, the East-Indies, China, &c., together with the 
freight and demorage, and the total value of the proceeds of such trade for 1827-1828, 
p. 168 Copies or extracts of all despatches sent to India by the Court of Direc- 

tors since the passing 53 Geo. 3, c. 155, as to the interference of the agents of the 
Company with private traders, In respect of any article of which both are purchasers, 
p. 150. 

Trigonometrical Surveys carried on by Colonel Lambton and Captain Everest, p. 348. 

V. 

Viceroy of Canton, Extract from a memorial sent by the Viceroy of Canton to the Em- 
peror of China, relative to the suspension of the Company's trade, 1829-30, p. 6 2 — ■ 
Emperor of China’s command to the Viceroy of Canton, in reply to the above, p. 64 

Select Committee of Canton’s letter to the Viceroy, 23th Jan. 1830, p. 76 

Edict issued by the Viceroy and Hoppo of Canton, announcing the commands of the 
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CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.) 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE ALLEGED BREACH OF THE 

LAWS OF CHINA. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
the I2th October 1830. 

We have this day received, through the Merchants the three following Proclamations china pace its. 

from the Viceroy, the Kwanchowfoo, and the Nan-hae* Heen. 

( A.) 

“ Governor Le, by IIoo the Kwanchowfoo, concerning foreign ladies coming to Alle^ijed Brcacli 
Canton, dated October 11th, 1830 : of Laws. 

“ Hoo the Kwanchowfoo hereby issues an edict to command an inquiry, and require 
answer. 

“ On the 24th of the 8th moon of the 10th year of Tooukwang, respectfully, was 
received a letter from the Governor, on opening which the following statement ap- 
peared : 

Foreign ships coming to Canton to trade, and having foreign* women on board, 
it is only allowed, that before the merchant ships enter the port, they should take the 
foreign women and send them to lodge at Macao ;:jgthey arc not permitted to enter the 
port. This is a prohibition extremely strict. It is impossible to allow it to be viewed 
with contempt and opposed. 

“ Now I, the Governor, on inquiry, having heard that at Canton there is a Foreign 
Merchant who has from Macao brought his foreign woman (or wife) to Canton, who 

dwells 


* The term is not directly offensive, but not complimentary or ciril, like * or * wife.* The simple word 
wife ( 7«e) is not used, but JPoo, which applies to grown servant women, or any woman of advanced years, whether 
wife or not. 
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dwells with him in the foreign Factory. This is manifestly done by th^ntentional con- 
nivance and protection of the Hong Merchants and Linguists. If it be not strictly 
inquired into, interdicted, and an eKpulsion take place, hereafter there will be a con- 
fused bustle and worse imitation,' which will be a great and wicked innovation on the 
laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire. 

It is necessary to proceed to an extraordinary degree of correction in managing 
the affair. 

Therefore an Order is framed, addressed to the Foo Yuen, requiring him to 
assemble immediately with the Nan-hie-Heen, and, taking the lead, to summon together 
the Hong Merchants and Linguists before their bar, to inquire distinctly who really the 
Foreign Merchant was who brought the woman ? In what Factory at present the said 
woman dwells ? Why the Hong Merchants and Linguists protected, connived, and 
did not report ? Whether the custom-house officers and patrole knew of the occur- 
rence ? Let one and all of these questions be inquired into, and answers returned, 
that I may investigate the facts. At the same time is made the duty of all the Hong 
Merchants to command the said nation's Chief to take immediately the said foreign 
woman, and hasten instantly to drive her away back again to Macao. If again there be 
presumption enough to connive and delay, the said Hong Merchants and Linguists 
shall positively be all degraded from their rank, prosecuted, and severely punished. 
Not the least clemency will be shown. Hasten ! hasten ! &c. 

Receiving this, beside, ordering the Nan-hae to inquire and act, I hereby issue 
an order to the Hong Merchants to examine immediately — [Here follows an echo of 
the above.] 

** Tooukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 25th day.” 


(A.) 

Vlleged Breach 
of Laws. 


Hong Merchants’ Letter accompanying Governor Le"s Order about Foreign Ladies. 

« A respectful notification. On the 25th day of the 8th moon (October 11th, 1830) 
we received a document from the Kwanchow Foo, communicating the Governor’s 
Edict. We now copy it, and send it to you to look at. We pray you, gentlemen, to 
examine and act accordingly. We also pray you early to send back the foreign womwi 
to Macao, and thus enable us to state back to Government. If she does not go down to 
Macao, we must incur the Governor’s anger and reproof. At this time (the time when 
the Governor is angry), ask, gentlemen, your hearts if they also would not feel uneasy. 
“ For this purpose we write, and are with compliments, 

Yours, &c. &c.” 

Sigt|||d by Howqaaj junior, and eleven other Merchants, 
The cypher or signature is not added by the 12th merchant 


The Governor Lo, by Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, to the Hong Merchants, prohibiting 
foreigners going about in Sedan Chairs, dated October 11th, 1830. 

“ Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, issues an order for the purpose of commanding an 
inquiry and demanding an^ilinswer. 

« In the 10th year of Taoukwang, the 8th moon and the 24th day (10th October), I 
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received from ^e Governor an official letter, on opening which it was as follows; * It 
‘ appears that me Foreigners of the various nations coming to Canton to trade have 
^ hitherto not been permitted, on the territory of the capital of the province of the 
^ Celestial Empire, to go about seated in sedan chairs. Now it is substantiated, that 
' the attendants of the principal office of police have stated verbally to me, on the 21st 

* of the present moon (7th instant), that they had seen a Company’s foreign writer, 
‘ Asha (Astell), who has come to Canton from Macao, publicly entering his Factory 
^ seated in a chair. This really is opposing the dignity of the Regulations. 

* The Hong Merchants and Linguists dwell very near to the said foreigners : how 
^ then is it that they have not in the least been aware of this, examined into it, and 
‘ put a stop to it ? This is a complete disregard of the laws. 

* Uniting these circumstances, I immediately write an official letter giving orders, 

* and send the letter to the Kwanchow Foo, that he may immediately take under his 
‘ direction the Nan-hae-Hcen, summon the Hong Merchants and Ljnguists before his 
‘ bar, and examine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Can- 
' ton, enters the Factory seated In a chair? Whether the said Hong Merchants knew 
‘ of the circumstance, and purposely connived at it or not? Or whether there are 
^ among the Hong Merchants some worthless vagabonds who have brooked to flatter, 
‘ thereby leading to the foreigner's presuming to perform this act of non-conformity 

* to old usage. Beside this, whether or not there have heretofore been any other 
‘ foreigners going out, and seated in chairs ? One by one examine and investigate 

* these things clearly and truly, and according to the facts report back again, that I 

* may investigate to the bottom. 

* Furthermore, with severity and earnestness, make responsible and command the 
^ said Hong Merchants and Linguists to enjoin the order on the said nation’s Chief, 
‘ that hereafter the said foreigners, going from the Factories to their boats, and from 
‘ their boats to their Factories, must all, as of old, walk on foot; they must not over- 

* step thf’ir proper station or rank, and go about in chairs. If they presume purposely 
‘ to oppose, immediately shall the said Hong Merchants and Linguists be degraded and 
‘ examined, without any clemency being extended to them. Plasten ! hasten ! !’ 

“ On the receipt of this, besides causing the Nan-hae-lleen to examine and report 
back to me, I also, uniting the above circumstances, i.ssuc an order to examine into 
the sujbgect. When the order reaches the said merchants, let them immediately exa- 
mine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Canton, enters the 
Factory seate<l in a chair ? Whether tlie said merchants knew of the circumstance, anil 
purposely connived at it or not ; whether there are some worthless vagabonds who Jiave 
bropked to flatter, thereby leading to the foreignfy^ presuming to this act of non-con- 
forinily to old usage ? Besides this, whether or nw there liave heretofore been any other 
foreigners going out and in seated in chairs? ‘ Examine into these things clearly one by 
one; then takinf^ with you the Linguists first, go to the Naii-hac-lleen with a prepared 
statement, and wait till he has managed the business to the utmost. Also present a pre- 
pared statement to me, that I may investigate to the bottom. Furthermore, with seve- 
rity and earnestness enjoii;i the order on the said nation’s Chief, that hereafter the said 
foreigners, in going from their Factories to their lK)ats, from their boats to their 
Factories, must, as of old, walk on foot; they must not ov^tep their proper station or 
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rank, and go about in chairs. If they presume purposely to oppose, immediately shall 
lleged Breach Hong Merchants and Linguists be degraded and examined, ^thout any cle- 

of Laws. mency being extended to them. Hasten, hasten ! These are the orders. 

« Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moi»^, 25th day (October 11th, 1830).”J 


We refrain at the present moment from any comment on the spirit and tenor of 
these documents, and merely remark, that in consequence of the Edict respecting 
foreigners sitting in sedan chairs, which appears to be published with no other object 
than that of wantonly irritating their mincb,^'^e came to the resolution of manifesting, 
in some degree to the Chinese public, that the insult had not passed unnoticed. We 
consequently directed the following placard, written in Chinese characters, to be forth- 
with hung up at the gate of each of our Factories, and gave strict orders to see it carried 
into effect- 

“ To all whom it may concern ; 

** In consequence of a certain occurrence, the Select Committee who direct the affairs 
of an English Company, have in Council 

Resolved, That hereafter every class of persons sitting in sedan chairs shall be dis- 
allowed to enter tlie gate of the Company's Factory. The porter is ordered to intercept 
all chairs, and prevent their entering. If any person refuses to listen to him, both the 
chair and the individual will assuredly be expelled by force. Every one will do well not 
to try the experiment with his person. 

Taoukwang, 10th year, 8lh moon, 27th day.*' 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 16 th October 1830. 

We have this day received through the Merchants a chop from the Hoppo, which is 
a counterpart of the Viceroy’s received on the 12lh, with the exception of the following 
concluding remarks made by the Hoppo : ' ' • 

Hoppo Chung’s Remarks in communicating the Governor’s orders, recem^ 

October 16th 1830. 

This coming before me the Hoppo, I, on the receipt of it, examined and find, 
that, for foreign merchants to bring with them married or unmarried women to Canton 
to dwell, has already, in the 16th y^r of Keen-lung (1751), been interdicted byAhfi 
then Governor Chin, in his official f^ijply, which is on record. 

Afterwards, because that for foreign ships sailing back, it is difficult to approach 
Macao to receive families (on board), it was requested to go by the inside river to Wham- 
poa to embark, and again that was rejected and disallowed by the then Governor La. 
Since for foreign women to be brought even to Whampoa is contrary to the laws, how 
can there be such a principle as that of presuming to lodge themselves at (Canton) the 
capital city of a (province. . > 

** Dated October 13tb, lOtii year, 8th moon, 27th day.’* 


Extract 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

19th October 1830. 


A PARTY of about eighty, consisting of commanders, officers, and gentlemen of the 
Factory, this day proceeded to the city gates m charge of the following Addr^s, of 
which four copies were made, directed to the Viceroy, Hoppo, Foo Yuen, and Iseang 
Keun^ a Tartar general. A party equally numerous, composed of British merchants, 
and commanders and officers of country ships, had preceded them by about a quarter 
of an hour with petitions to the Viceroy and Hoppo on the same subject. 

Upon waiting about half an hour at the^.'^city gates, the Kwan Keep appeared and 
received the several letters, which he promised should be forthwith delivered, according 
to their respective addresses. The two parties then joined together and returned to the 
Factory. 

Translation of Chinese Draft of a Memorial to the Governor. 

The President and Select Committee, Messrs. Baynes, &c. to his Excellency 
the Governor, &c., for tiie purpose of clearing up certain Affairs which concern 
them. 

A respectful Address: — The English wiio come to Canton for commercial purposes 
invai'iably look up with respect and reverence to the Sovereign * of the great Tsing dy- 
nasty. But among the hundreds of officers of Government appointed, it is unavoidable 
that there should be an inequality, some good and some bad. Some who, by a thorough 
understanding of the human feelings, by extending what they themselves like to others, 
and by a benevolent government, win people's hearts f. On the other hand there are 
some who, being iindiscerning, by an irregular use of authority and power, and who 
from selfish motives rule in a tyrannical and vexatious manner, lose people’s hearts. 

** Is it not one High Heaven that has tom all the nations of mankind ? Are they 
not reciprocally of the same species? It was the same Heaven that gave existence to 
Manchows and Chinese which gave existence to Englishmen; and with High Heaven 
there is not a partial heart. China is by Heaven conferred upon the cast, and Eng- 
land, by the same Heaven, is conferred on the people of the west. All iiutioiis belong 
to High Heaven ; they should not boast against each other 

Since Canton is opened as a mart for foreign trade, it is incumbent to receive men 
from paru with civility ; they should not be insulted and treated ignominiously. 

But on the 4th of the 8th moon of the current year, there was an official proclama- 
tion publicly exhibited, containing many unfounded and disgraceful assertions concerning 
foreigners. • As for example : ^ It is directed that the Hong Merchants and Linguists 

* shall continually teach the foreigners, repress their, pride and profligacy, and insist on 
^ their turning with all their hearts towards civiliMtion, Now, excepting two 

or three of the Hong Merchants, they are all without any learning or knowledge, and 
the custom house interpreters are a still more ignorant set. The local Mandarines 
calling on them to erect themselves into masters to^instruct and teach civilization to 

> foreigners. 


CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.). 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


« * May he live ten thousand yean* U implied in the name Won-Luy-Yay, given him in the original, 
t These are Chinese ideas and phrases ^ below, also, there is a good deal of the "same. 

i This paragraph is intended to undermine the exdusive pretensions of the Oe^tial and tlie Chinese 

Edicts always pretend to treat with tender kindness. 

I Or conversion, renovation. 
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. foreigners, is indeed very laughable. But as the said Proclamation^ says, they must 
A lie e^'^reach civilizing, &c., it may be seen that the great officers of Gbirarnment wish to 

cause the native people to look upon foreigners as all belonging to barbarous nations- 
This is truly treating with tenderness strangers in the land. 

The said Edict further speaks of foreigners using boys, boat, prostitutes, and 
language deserving of the utmost indignation; for the English consider the. crime 
alluded to deserving of death, and the public intensely hate such unnatural wickedness. 
How can the great officers of Government, without any the, least proof, publish 
groundless reports, which they have souj^ for to bring ignominy and disgrace On all 
foreigners ! How is this exemplil^ing the principle of treating tenderly strangers in the 
land! 

Another official Edict has also been issued concerning foreigners sitting in 
shoulder- carriages, saying, ‘ that foreigners going from the boats to tlieir Factories, 
‘ and from their Factories to their boats, must walk on foot, and not overstep their 
‘ rank by ascending chairs,' &c. 

‘‘ But the local officers continually issue Edicts, saying that they view natives and 
foreigners with the same benevolence. Now from the foreign Factories to the mer- 
chants’ Hongs is a distance of one, two, or three le ; if the weather be very hot, or if it 
rain, or if the individual be wearied and faint, to order the foreigner to walk on foot 
while the native commonalty sit in chairs whenever they please ; how is this viewing 
natives and foreigners with the same benevolence? 

But fiirllier, this Edict says, ‘ Foreigners must not overstep their rank,’ &c. 
But we know not how the great Mandarines look upon the persons appointed by the 
English to traidHict the commerce, of what rank they are. It is, therefore, incumbent 
on us to tell that our 8upracurgocs and Writers are all the sons and younger 
brothers of country gentlemen, of civil and military officers, &c. A certain custom- 
house domestic gave verbal information against a person he called Yashu (Astell); that 
Astell is tlie son of one who has often been at the head of the. Company's Court, and 
wdio has many years been a Member of the Great Council of the British nation. 
How talk of his overstepping his rank by sitting in a chair ? 

“ Tlie native salt merchants, Hong merchants, custom-house waiters and inter- 
preters, are all seen in chairs when they please. . How can it be said, that foreigners 
must walk on foot ? Is this viewing natives and foreigners with th^yfame ben^^lencel 

“ There is also a very rude EcUct, using the expression, * foreign women.' ^ow, 
according to the Jaws of England, every man can in^rry but ope wife. Tlie cusUm of 
concubinage docs not exist, therefore the persons the Edict calls foreign womea WCjthe 
wives of foreigji nierchaiils. The' Company’s servants in management of commercial 
affiiirs are required to be in Canton six or more months every y^ar; now ^pw dpes it 
accord with reason and the. feelings of human nature, to declare that the wife shall 
not accompany her husband, and quietly reside in the Factory with him I Is this doing 
to others as we would be donef to ? The native officers are allowed to have their 

families 

— — . ' • ^ " 

* The proclamation was isaueU by the GovM^norund Itoppo jointly. 
t Chinese phru«ie. 
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families in the public offices. Why should the foreign merchant not be allowed to have 

temporarily his family in his Factory ? (Ad 

« To sum up the whole, if tlie great officers wish to rule foreigners with justice and 
benevolence, affairs may go on with tranquillity ; but if they wish to insult, tyrannize 
over, and govern foreign merchants vexatiously, we really do not know where the 
business will end. The most patient natures may be driven to extremes. What 
necessity in the midst of a vacuum, and on level ground, to create a commotion and 
provoke a revolution. 

« We write on special purpose, and witl|^jgreat respect lay this before your Excel- 
lency, &c. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 9th moon.” 

The preceding address is the composition of Dr. Morrison, and the Honourable 
Court cannot fall to perceive that it is written with a most anxious desire to conciliate 
the Chinese authorities, at the same time, under a full sense of the indignities which 
have lately been offered to us; it is, in fact, an appeal to the good feelings of the 
high authorities to whom it is addressed, and we sincerely hope that it may produce the 
desired result. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1830. 

Howqua then proceeded to communicate the Viceroy's orders respecting the lady 
now in Canton in the following terms : ^ , 

** As to women coming to Canton, the old law forbids it. It never can be permitted. 
The Chief is desired to send away the lady forthwith. If she cannot move imme- 
diately, the merchants are to ascertain in how many days she will go. If the Chief 
says he will not remove the foreign lady in two or three days, if she still be here, soldiers 
will be sent to the Factory to seize and drive her out. The Chief is to tell the mer- 
chants what day she goes.” 

Howqua next produced two sealed letters addressed by us to the Foo Yuen and 
Iseang i^un, whic^ad yesterday been presented at the city gates. 

The (^ ’to the Yuen was given back to the Kwang Chow Foo, to be returned 
to the merchants, and by them delivered to the Committee. Howqua cxpluineil that 
the- Foo Yuen stated he could not receive any document concerning foreign affairs 
unless through the Viceroy. These affairs are in the Viceroy's department. His 
Excellency will receivie the chop and ansi^er it The Foo Yuen further sent the 
following message throuf^h Howqua : 

“ For more than 100 years the English have traded quietly to the port of Canton. 
The Emperor has 'always taken care of the English; the Viceroy also has always been 
desirous to be friendly towards the English. Whatever the Viceroy ordajms regarding 
foreigners is of equal force with the Emperor's law. Tlie Viceroy cannot disregard the 
fixed laws. If you foreigners disobey the Viceroy's orders you disobey the Emperor’s 
laws. If you come here you must respect the laws.” - . * 


The 



414 SECOND API*ENDIX tBE toPORT' olr <i«* 


CHINA PAPERS. 

~T^ The Ineang Kcun retarn^ the letter, with a iHoft mesihge, m^y stating that it liras 

Breach not his affair. 

of Caws. ' - '■ 


Howqua having further stated ^at thl^ Ancliai^, is ordered by the Viceroy to ordei^ 
merchants to bring the Committees answer respecting ‘ the three Parsees and the li^y 
to-day, * the merchants were requested to retire into another room whilst the Conumttee 
deliberated on what reply to be returned to their, message* 

Passing over the first part of Howqua'Mommunication firom the Viceroy respecting 
the three Parsees, with the mere remark, Iwt it is singular that a demand so apparently 
reasonable should not have been made until known, that it could not 

possibly be complied with, the men having left the country, ,we proceed to take into 
our serious consideration the latter part, which is of a much more important nature, 
namely, where the Viceroy arrogates to himself the power to send armed soldiers into 
our Factory, and there seize on the person of a British subject. 

The admission of such a power would render us liable at every hour and on every 
occasion to the intrusion of an armed force; it would not only violate the security of 
the valuable property entrusted to our charge and subject our persons to insult, but it 
would be a virtual abandonment of the only protecting privilege we possess in China, 
and one which has ever been considered of the most vital importance. We therefore 
felt that any measure resembling concession on such a point would be highly injurious 
to the interests and honour of the British nation, of which we are in this country the 
representatives. Indeed the mode which the Viceroy has adopted of communicating 
to us on a sul^ct so important by a verbal message, instead of writing, appears to 
indicate that he is himself conscious that he is overstepping his authority, and is desirous 
to try the effect of intimidation before he commits himself in a more formal manner. 
If this threat were obeyed, or indeed received in silence, in the course of a few days on 
any other occasion, we might expect to see it put into execution ; while on' the other 
hand, if spirited and decisive measures are adopted to resist the mode' in ivhich it was 
conveyed, gives the Viceroy an opportunity of retracting. 

We therefore came to the determination, with reference to the abstract question of 
personal security, to resist this measure of violating the precincts of our Factory, 
hitherto held sacred, to the utmost extremity, and immediately mmceeded U^ake the 


necessary measures for repelling the attempt so made.^ 



EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTAtlOI?j^ ' 

21st October 16S0. 

Consultation in full Committee. 

The Merchants having requested nn interview with t1)e Committee, we assembled to 
meet them, when Howqua proceeded to state, that he and Mowqua had had an interview 
. , with 

* The mcaeures referred to respecting an armed force for the protection of tin. Factory arc detailed In another 
Return to the Honourable House. — jSVc Papns (C). 
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, wuh the VjcjBrcjjip entirely iiiscluinied any intention to act op his threat con- 

veyed yesterday^ and that he considered the circumstance of^ ladies residing in Canton ^]|eged Breach 
as a thing by no means of suflScient importance to employ force to drive them away. of Laws. 

The Merchants then endeavoured to persuade us, that it was merely an ebullition of 
angry feeling on the part of the Viceroy, and offered their own security, as a body, 
thaSt no act of violence should ever be used to molest any person residing in our 
Fairies. 

We informed them that, in an affair of so much importance, we did not consider any 
security they could offer as at all satisfactO|^ and that the guard would not be removed 
from our Factory until we received somi^ocument from the Viceroy, which would 
warrant us to consider our persos^atid property secure from the intrusion of an armed 
force, while within the precincts of our own Factory. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

23d October 1830. 

We have received, through the Merchants, the following Edicts from the Viceroy 
and Hoppo, in reply to our remonstrance of the I9lh instant. 

** Governor Lc, in answer to the Committee’s remonstrance of the 18tli instant, 
dated October 21st, received 23d, 1830. 

“ The Private Agents’ remonstrance is joined with the Committee’s in reply. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, See to the Hong Mer- 
chants, requiring them to inform themselves fully of the contents. 

It is now authenticated that tlie English nation’s chief, Baynes, and others, presented 
a statement, saying: — [Here follows a copy of the letter of the 18th.] 

“ Further it is authenticated, that the English private merchants, limes and others, 
presented a Statement to the same effect. They both have come before me, the 
Governor. Concerning these authenticated topics, on examination it is found, that 
foreigners (E jin) bringing with them foreign women (fanfoo) to Canton province* 
they (the women) were merely allowed to remain on board ship. Afterwards it was 
granted^ that they^riiould land at Macao. This was an extraordinary manifestation of 
the gradousness df%ur sage and benevolent dynasty. It cannot by any means be allowed 
to bring them (foreign women) to Canton. All the various nations of foreigners have 
for a long period olxidiently submitted to this. 

“ As in the 16th year of Keen Lung (a.d. 1751-2), the Dutch Foreign Merchant, 
Laon-leen, in a boat, - brought to Canton a foreign woman, and resided in the Suyfung 
Hong. At that time the foreign woman was in custody sent to Macao, and there was 
issued a severe interdict. 

** In the 34th year of Keen Lung (a,d. 1769) on English foreign merchant, Fee 
Shun, clandestinely brought a foreign slave woman to reside in E- Wo Factory. Then 
the said foreign slave woman was sent in custody to Macao, and the Hong Merchants, 
Linguists, Compradores and government messengers were severally chastised and 
degraded, as is on record. Afterwards, whenever foreign women were brought clan- 
destinely to Canton, they were always sent back under custody to Macao. Of late, 

3 H for 



418 SECOND APPENDIX to tiw THI^D , 

4J1N'A PAPERS, 

* for ttn or more years, the foreign merchants have all obi^dieD^y submitted, and there 
klle ed^'^reacii thing as bringing women or girls tQ Canton, which it may be 

of Laws. Been ^hat the said foreigners were by no means ignorant of the law. 

Now the said Chief Baynes,, how can he ioteuitioiuilly oppose the prohibitions and 
orders, and bring with him a foreign womaii to Canton city, to dwell with him in. the 
foreign Factory ! And after having given orders to him, he still again stupidly intro* 
duces the case of those in courts taking with them their Mendarin families, &p. A lyi,Pg 
specious argument. Does he not know that the native Mandsirins must be rcsidpiit in 
their courts before they are allowed to their families with them? If they be 
deputed on public business, whether for aml'ger or sliorter time, they are not allowed 
to take their families with them. The low is fixed* anf^^manifesL Now the said nation’s 
Chief has received the commands of hU King to oo^ to Canton provincial city to 
trade, which Ls not different from receiving an Imperial Commission to go on a certain 
errand. Then even if lie does fallaciously compare his case with native Mandarins, he 
ought not (according to his own showing) to bring his family with him. Still if her 
(or rather she) remove early to Macao, he will avoid a very, a very severe scrutiny. 
As to sitting in sedan chairs, originally, it is a small business. But foreigners, being 
in the provincial city, liuve not heretofore been allowed to ascend chairs. In going out 
and ill from their Factories to their boats, or from their boati^ to their Factories, if it 
rained, or if they ivere sick and found it impossible to walk, still it was only proper 
for them to lean on some support and proceed. They were not allowed to drug in topics 
and dun with petitions. 

Again, licretofore, in consequence of various foreign nations coming to Canton 
province to trade, , whose languages were unintelligible, and they incapable of under- 
standing the proprieties, laws, prohibitions, and orders of the Celestial Empire, it was 
difficult (or impossible) for them to avoid pride and profligacy. Further, being appre- 
hensive that the Security Merchants, &c. might be unjust in their dealings, or that 
traitorous natives might seduce to a violation of the laws, &c. therefore, even since 
the reign of Keen Lung, every year when the fiireign ships in succession came into the 
port, proclamations containing severe interdicts were published once, really with the 
intention of looking down and compassionating- the foreigners, to prevent their being 
entangled in the net of the law. This was the design. But the said foreigners ii> their 
petition, turn it into a disgraceful insult to them, which really their igj^prance 

of the substantialities of the business. 

“ To sum up all : 'Fhe interdicts and orders are of old standing, and have not by 
any means been comnienced to day. The said foreigners have only, as they ought, to 
conform obediently to the old regulations. Then, no doubt, there will be mutual 
tranquillity without disturbance. If in respect to former interdicts, there be an inten* 
tional opposition and disturbance created, it is all brought upon themselves by the said 
foreigners. It is by no means the case, that the Celestial Empire has not bestowed a 
gracious compassion. Try and ask; Have these said foreigners passed over an immense 
ocean, several times ten thousand le. (miles) for the purposes of commerce, or to create 
disturbance? With an impartial mind silently consider, and you will be vehemently 
aroused (or awakened to a sense of your condition). 

Uniting the above circumstances, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to enjoin forthwith perspicuously these orders on the said foreigners for their obedience, 

that 
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that they rtvay 'take the fiirefgn woman now living in the Factoiy, and immediately 
x^rrder her tb ^ returned to Macao. ^ 

** Moreover, order tli&t hereafter, whether moving or at rest, there mnat be in all 
cOses an implicit obedience %o the laws and regulations of the Celestial 'Enipire. The 
foreign women coming in ships ari only allowed to reside temporarily at Macao. It is not 
allowed that they shonkl be brought to Canton. Further, it cannot be that in the 
provincial city (foreigners) may ascend and sit in Chinese shoulder- carriages. If there 
be presumptuous intentional disobedience, nil the offenders will be involved in a severe 
scrutiny. Hasten, hasten I These are the orders. 

^ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9lh month, day.” 


Hoppo Chung in reply to the Committee’s remonstrance of the 18th instant, and the 
reiBonsirance of private British merchants of the same date. Issued October 22d ; 
received SQd, 1880. 

CiiuNW, Imperial Commissioner of Duties at the port of Canton, fcc. &c. to the 
llong Merchants, requiring them to make themselves fully acquainted with the contents 
thereof. 

It is authenticated, that tlw English nation’s Cliief, Baynes and others, have pre- 
sented a foreign petition whten in the Gliincse character, saying — [Here follows a copy 
of thetlocument of the 18th.] 

« And it is authenticated that the said nation’s Private Merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a foreign petition with a Chinese translation, saying — [Here follows a copy.] 

In consequence of these, examination bc'ing made, it is found that the taking off the 
interdict against ingress from the Soathern Sea, and permitting foreigners to a commer- 
cial intercourse, occurred at the commencement of the Dynasty, from which to the pre- 
sent is a hundred and some scores of years, during which period, for the foreigners of 
various nations who came to reside at Canton, there lias been no affair which has not 
had old regulations, and there has been no man who did not obey the fixed laws; for 
the language and the dress of natives and foreigners are entirely different ; and the Ce- 
lestial Empire’s usages are all honourable and strict. How is it possible to suffer the 
Want of a marked difference being made betw^ecn those inside and those outside? 

** Since the said foreigners come to trade, it is only incumbent on them to obey impli- 
citly the orders of:[Government. If they dislike the restrictions as difficult to be endured, 
it Is perfectly competent to them not to take the trouble to come so great a distance. 

** All the great officers of government in Canton look up and realize (his Mjyesty’s) 
desire to treat foreigners tenderly, and tliey continually stoop to manifest kindness to 
those who come \ but in matters which regard prohibitions, how can diey in the least 
indulge in remissness. 

** Now, according to what the said Cliief Baynes, and others have stated, they say, 
that on the 4th of the 8th moon a Proclamation was put up, containing language in- 
tended to degrade and insult the said foreigners. 

“ Heretofore it has been the rule, concerning foreign ships entering the port, for my 
office to examine the old records, and uniting with the Governor, Issue proclamations to 
be pasted up against the foreign Factories. From the 57th year (a. n. 1792) of Keen 
Lung till now, it has been in successive years conformed to. The practice was by no 
means commenced this year. Heretofore the said nation^s trading Foreign Merchants 
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never heard that it was designed to treat with insult and di^race them. The said Chief 
Alleffed^Breoch resided in Canton n^ny years, and has been constantly going out and into the 

of Laura, foreign Factories. How did he remain ignorant of the Proclamations which were pnt 
up according to usages and In past years.never observe the disgrace and itisult, but only 
this year open out his irregular crazy proceeding? There must be some native Chinese 
traitor in the concern, deceiving and fjuining the flame. 

The language of the said Chief and others is fallacious, and let you alone, you ex- 
clude yourselves from the life which nature gives; as, for example, what is said in the 
petition about overstepping station or rank, .and ascending sedan chairs. ' 

The said Foreign Merchants have resided in Canton city for many years past. In 
past days, when going from tlic Factories to the boat^i and from the boats to the Facto- 
ries, did they ascend chairs, or did they walk on foot ? Were there no times of hot 
weather or of rain then ? Did it never happen that men's bodies were wearied then ? If 
formerly the said foreigners had ascended chairs, and at this time they were interdicted 
and stopped, then perhaps there would be a semblance of a little tyranny. But if origi- 
nally they walked on foot, and now suddenly ascend shoulder* carriages, is it not over- 
stepping their station ? 

“ The important ground of the provincial city is exposed to the view of every eye, 
and inside native people may not be menially employed by outside foreigners (or barb«v 
rians). The said Chief and others say, that the person Astell, who sat in a chair, is the 
son of a member of their Notional Legislature. When that Foreign Merchant lives in 
his own country, ho is no doubt the son of an honourable officer; but when he comes 
with merchant ships to Canton, and is not proceeding to Court with tribute, here no 
doubt he must merely be viewed as a trading Foreign Merchant. Since the said Chief 
and others understand what is reasonable and just, how is it they will not apply their 
thoughts, and awaken to a sense of propriety.'!’ 

“ As to what the petition .says about foreign women residing in the Factory. Here- 
tofore wlien foreign women came to Canton province they were originally allowed to re- 
side temporarily at Macao. If they were brought to Canton city, it was for a long time 
past an offence against the statutes of the local government. In the 16th and S4th 
years of Keen Lung (a. d. 1751 and 1769) there were cases in the Courts of foreign 
women and slave (or servant) women being brought up clandestinely to Canton; all of 
whom were by the then Governors sent back in custody to Macao. ^^There are papers 
which may be examined. 

“ The said Chief and others, in attending to the commercial affairs, have their fixed 
residence at Macao. Canton is only their temporary residence. Every day (or brdina- 
rily), by requesting a permit, they can go up and down, and perfectly attend to their 
families. What neces.sity is there for persons with different dress and different lan^ 
guage (from the natives) to excite a commotion in the Factories, and, by a possibility of 

one 


* This seems to refer to the low sedan chair, called the Peking Chair. 

t In the Governor's reply, the interdict was against ascending the shoulder-carriage, or sitting in a sedan chair ; 
but if sick, and not able to walk, the foreigner might lean with his hands or arms upon the yu. What yu means in 
this connection it is not easy to say : it denotes “a mortar,** held up by the hands, and may probably be the 
name of some mean Immboo hurdle. But he is not to ascend or sit, but hold on by this hurdle ; which statement 
it is difficult to make sense of. 
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fine in 10, 000, create' a bloody quarrel, and make a disturbance which would turn the 

subject into matter of infinite after- regret. Let the said. Chief and others consider in- Alleeed Brrai h 
tensely their own persons and families, for the safety of whmn it is T^ry incumbent on ‘ ^ 

them to take precautions, (and not bring them into places of dang<Sk*). To sum up the 
whole, the said Chief and others having passed over the ocean so great a distance to 
come and trade, our Sacred Dynasty, which benevolently nurtures 10,000 states, doubt- 
less will not in the least degree view them in different ways. But the Hwa and the Ee, 
the flowery natives and the barbarian foreigners, must be distinctly divided ; between 
those inside and those outside there must be erected a great boundary *. Heretofore 
there has been no precedent for entering the Factories in shoulder- carriages, therefore 
walking on foot is no harsh treatment. Heretofore it has not been the rule for foreign 
women to reside in Canton; therefore sending them to Macao is really the way to 
give entire security. 

The said Chief and others must, as is proper, consider the subject deeply over and 
over again, and be careful not to let other people befool them, vainly spending their 
angry breath in restive conduct, which may turn to self cutting off the road of commerce. 

“ Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants to enjoin 
these commands on the said Chief and others, for their obedience thereto. 

** Oppose not. A special Edict. 

Toon Kwang, 10th year, 9th m., 6th d. (a. d. October 22d, 1830.)” 

A Proclamation, containing ideas much the same as the above, is pasted up at the 
Hong Merchants* Hall. It is issued in the united names of tlie Governor and Hoppo, 
and Iseang Kcun. Date, October 23d. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

25 th October 1830. 

We have received from the Merchants the following Edict from the Iseung Keun, in 
reply to the remonstrance addressed to him on the 19th instant. 

King, the Iseung Keun, in reply to the remonstrances of the Committee, and of 
the private British Merchants, of the 18th instant ; dated 23d October, received 
25th October IflSBO. 

** King, the Iseung Keun (or Commandant) of Canton, hereby replies officially to 
thq two petitions of the English Foreign Merchants, Baynes, Jardine and others. 

** On examination I find that all Foreign Merchants coming to Canton to trade 
ought to obey the usages and regulations of the Celestial Empire. This has long been 
a fixed rule; and all Foreign Merchants, with reverence and obedience, have also 
hitherto long yielded respectful submission. The great officers appointed on the borders 
have likewise, from time to time, explained clearly the prohibitions and commands, and 
issued proclamations and perspicuous edicts; and fearing that the various Foreign Mer- 
chants 


* A bank, or dike, to fend off. 
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ch<ints ivere not yet able to undeHtand fullyi they have elSoocmiiuNided iM HaAg* Mer^ 
chants clearly and ihhiutely tg enjoin their ^icts, and to ayltply themseivea to cOUte diae 
all the foi*eigners liquid knoar the laws of the CdestM Empire; and that trailorons 
natives also shouldirkdttlare, in the midst of these circumstances, to ‘excite dietOibanoes. 
This was to quiet the feelings of foreigners. These proclamations are really to ehow 
tenderness to foreigners, and to soothe and tranquillize them ; but the said foaeigtiers. 
Ignorant how to be excited to gratitude, turn round, and because of the proclamatioiis 
(lisnllowing tliem to bring foreign women with them to Canton provincial city, aid in* 
allowing them to sit in sedan chairs, whimng,— whining, present petitioDS. the Iseung 
Keun, have no connection whatever with the management of foreign affairs; but as it 
is authenticated that a petition has been presented to me on these various topics, I have 
examined, and find, that hitherto, foreign women were only allowed to be in the Macao 
ships, and to reside temporarily at Macao* ; they have never yet been permitted to be 
brought up by others to Canton provincial city. 

As to the various Foreign Merchants trading, afteir ascending the shore from their 
ships, it is incumbent on them to keep themselves quiet, and wait in their Factories, 
staying till their merchandize is disposed of, and they have purchased and set in order 
new merchandize. Tiien it is incumbent on them immediately to get into their ships, 
return to Macao, and thence return to their country. Hitherto it has hot been per- 
mitted to sit in sedan chairs. Tlie fixed regulations being thus, hew can (it be allowed) 
to dun with disputatious petitions. 

Besides, the words contained in the petitions are very wild and fallacious; but in 
consideration that they are foreigners, and that their language and notions of justice arc 
different (from those of natives), 1 do not inflict severe chastisement; since it is authenti- 
aited that they have also petitioned the Governor, the Foo Yuen, and the Hoppo, they 
ought to wait till they have replied by proclamation for their comiqands to be obeyed. 

Dated Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th m. 7th d. (October 2dd 1830.)” 

Several days having now elapsed since the threat of the Viceroy te send an armed 
force into our Factories was intimated to us, and altliough die Merchants have solemnly 
assured us that no such threat would ever be put into execution, yet no written docu- 
ment has been produced to satisfy our minds on so important a subject we therefore de- 
termine to address the following letter to the Viceroy : 

** To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

On the 20tli of this month the Hong Merchants came to us in a body, and stated 
that they had a message to deliver from your Excellency, which they wfcrc ordered to 
make known to us in the most formal manner, requesting that the words aaliiay fell from 
their mouths might in their presence be committed to writing; this was. done, and they 
have, in consequence, been placed npon our records. We were struck with the greatest 
surprise on their stating, that your Excellency had commanded tbem to inform us^ that 
in two or three days an armed military force would be sent into our Factories to seize 
the person of a British subject. We had for a long succession of years felt satisfied, that 

while 


* There is a confusion in the original, arising probably from the people emptojed ia the Ifcung Xeun*i oOioe 
being but ill acquainted u ith the affairs of forcig^iers. 
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while itt QurF^tori€8» peaoeaUy conducting our commercial transactions,, our persons 

were secure a iodeed, we have been confirmed in this feeling by the conduct of all former ( 
Viceroys. It is cwily under assurances of perfect security Unit trs^ call possibly be 
carried on;; our lives and persons threatened in so formal and suddeti' a manner, what 
remainedi fen us but instantly to endeavour to praiect ourselves* Self preservation is 
the first principle* The feelings of distrust and alarm that this message of your £xcel<- 
lenqr has created' in our minds, and in that of all the foreign community, can only be 
alkyed by. a strong assurance from your Excellency, that the persons of all British sub* 
jects in our Factories are secure, and these buildings inviolate fi'om the intrusion of an 
armed force. > 

Canton, 

35. October 1880/* Signed by the President*. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 28th October 1830. 

This afternoon the Senior Merchants waited on the President,, and delivered to him 
the following Edict from the Viceroy, at the same time renewing, in the strongest terms, 
th^ir assurances, that no< molestation would be ever offered to any persons resident in 
our Factories. 

‘‘ Reply of Governor Le to Committee’s note of October 25th, dated 27th, received 

evening of 2Sth, 1830* 

Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c., to the Hong Mer- 
chants. 

“ It is authenticated, that the English nation’s Chief, Baynes, and others, have pre- 
sented a statement, saying — [Here follows a copy of the Committee’s note of the 25th 
instant-] 

This being authenticated, coming before me the Governor, I have examined, and 
find that in consequence of an Indian Foreign Merchant in a foreign Factory, beating 
to death a Dutch captain, and it being right according to law that the affair should 
revert to the local officers to examine into it, report to their superiors, and manage, the 
said Chief and others delayed to deliver up ilie murderers. Further, there was an oppo- 
sition to regulations, in bringing up a foreign woman and girl to reside in the Canton 
Factories^ 

Th6 said Chief and others sent statements, with a coloured explanation, therefore I 
ordered the Hong Merchants to command, solemnly, the said Chief and others to obey 
implicitly, and adhere to old regulations. That they must not intentionally disobey 
and bring upon themselves the guilt of perverseness. 

The languf^e used about sending troops to drive out and expel,* was under an 

apprehension 


* Pac Ping, Keu chuh, TIig Keu chuh is a very harsh phrase, used in the first document ; it means, driving cattle 
out of a field, and pigs out of a yanl. The next word used in reference to the foreign woman was yu, to send under 
custody of the police. The word used below Is / oq, which denotes going in a respectful manner. 
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apprehension, that the sold Foreign Merchants would be pertinaciously stupid, and not 
Alleged Breach awaken, and from first to last Would oppose, so as eventually to make it necessary to act 
of Laws. thus. Therefore^^^ pdfhted out clearly the ultimate calamity, to cause them to know 
that which would ai^ute and awaken them.- If indeed they themselves become penitent 
and reform (or alter their conduct), what necessity is there for them to be afraid of the 
majesty of the military? 

The Celestial Empire benevolently nourishes, righteously rectifies and gloriously 
magnifies a vast forbearance. How is it possible, that for driblets of men in a petty, 
petty, barbarian * Factory, troops should be moved to exterminate ! I ! But the said 
Chief and others could not explain this intention (in the Hong Merchant’s threat), they 
stupidly listened to the teaching of traitorous persons, and forthwith presumed, in oppo- 
sition to inhibitions, to order guns and arms to be brought up, and arrange them at the 
door of their Factory. This is still more wild and erroneous; only try to think, if in- 
deed the said foreigners had among them an illegality of a very important nature, I, the 
Governor, would instantly fly to report to the Emperor, and the Government troops 
would gather together like clouds, exterminate them, and leave a perfect vacuum. How 
could their guns and arms they have brought presume to oppose such a force. 

As to what the statement sent says, that they have prepared to defend themselves, 
is also very foolish ; again they say, that heretofore, for a long time, they have had 
confidence in the management of business, &c. If for a long time they have had con- 
fidence, then they ought not, in what has* long been disallowed, to disobey and act irregu- 
larly. 

“ This year the said nation’s foreigner, Wei Lin Luce Chay, and others, were 
shipwrecked on the coast of Fokein, I reported to the Emperor concerning them, gave 
them food to eat, and delivered them over to the said Chief to send them home. How 
can it be supposed that Foreign Merchants at Canton tranquilly trading, will not be 
protected. 

I, the Governor, in transacting public affairs have never once failed to keep faith 
with the people. After this explicit order, it is necessary immediately, and hastily, take 
the guns and arms, and send them back to the foreign ships. The woman and girl 
brought must be instantly sent to Macao, then what is gone by may be passed over 
without a deep injury. 

Do not uselessly be in doubt and fair, and still go on with pride and fright, like a 
vicious horse ; moreover, it is incumbent on you to lead and induce all the foreigners 
hereafter, for ever to obey the laws and regulations, that none may presume to disobey. 
If you remain still perversely obstinate and unwilling, assuredly a report will be pre- 
sented to the Emperor, and an order received to cut off the commerce. It will also be 
impossible for me, the Governor, to stoop to protect. Let the said Chief be careful 
that he does not, by his individual mad opposition, Involve all foreigners; the, crime 
will really have one to revert to. 

” Uniting these things, I order the Hong Merchants to enjoin immediately my 
orders on the said chief, to obey and hasten to take the guns and arms at the Company’s 

Factory, 


* It is impossible by the word fireiffn (le) to give the spirit of this sentence. ' 
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factory, and the saipe day remove them to Whampoa^ and to make haste and send 

back to Macao^ the woman and girl that he brought, to abide in his station tranquilly ( 
trading, and by no means stupidly listen to deceiving reporU, irregularly exciting 
terror and fear, with wilful opposition to prohibitions and ord^nUKor so doing he will 
hereafter repent without effect. Hasten ! hasten ! These are the orders. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th m. 11th d. (27th October 1830.)** 


The following Addresses to the Viceroy and Hoppo having been approved of by the 
Board, will be forwarded to their respective addresses as soon os they are translated. 

" To the Viceroy of Canton. 

We have received from the Hong Merchants your Excellency’s letter on the 
subject of foreign women coming to Canton, and on foreigners not being permitted to 
ride in sedan chairs. In regard to the former we are told, that it is contrary to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire for foreigners to have their wives residing with them. But 
the public records of foreigners at Canton show that their wives did formerly reside with 
them : the custom has fallen into disuse for many years from foreigners not wishing to 
bring them to this city. In all civilized nations it is ordained that men should live with 
their families, and it is invariably found, that those who do are the most peaceable and 
least inclined to create disturbances. But if such be tlie law of the Celestial Empire, 
how comes it that several foreign women did reside in Canton for many months last 
season when the ships were here: no prohibition then existed, or it would have been 
promulgated; the thing was publicly known, no concealment was attempted, and no 
disturbance or confusion ensued ; to suppose that such a thing could happen unknown 
to the police, or to your Excellency, is what we never can believe. Was the law then 
suspended (if such a law does exist) only to be now put in force to irritate and insult 
with more effect ; for what can irritate more, or make men more reckless of what acts 
they commit, than to endeavour to tear from them their wives and fuinilies. With 
respect to foreigners not being allowed to ride in sedan chairs in a provincial city, the 
law and custom are much at variance, for we ourselves have at different times for the 
last twenty years ridden in sedan chairs when going to merchants’ houses, and our pre- 
decessors have done the same time immemorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy. If 
a man be sick, and cannot walk, and yet be obliged to attend a merchant's warehouse, 
how is he to get there if boats cannot be used, unless in a chair. Your Excellency 
cannot surely mean that he is to be hoisted on a man’s shoulders, or conveyed in a 
basket such as pigs are carried in ; we know nothing else he could have recourse to, and 
we know well what a disturbance such a sight as this would cause, and we dread the 
consequences that might ensue. Your Excellency is said to see into the heart of his 
Imperial Majesty, but we will not be persuaded that a prohibition so devoid of all com- 
passion or benevolence, so unworthy the character of a civilized nation, can emanate 
from so wise a Sovereign. Are we permitted to come here to trade, to disperse our 
money, and yet not be permitted to shelter ourselves from the heat of the sun or the 
inclemency of the weather; as well might we be told that the laws of China in a pro- 
vincial city forbid us to wear a hat or use an umbrella. Let foreigners be treated, not 

3 1 like 
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like dogs, but human beings, and they will be grateful, and nothing need be feared from 
traitorous natives ; but drive them to extremities by unnecessary insults and ridiculous 
prohibitions, and they will rebel. A thing trifling in itself becomes of importance if 
used as a mean to iftlsult and inflame. 

We beg, from the wisdom of your Excellency^ that these absurd and highly irritating 
orders may be cancelled and pass into oblivion. 


To his Excellency the Hoppo. 

“ We have received from your Excellency an Edict embracing several topics, to 
which wc now reply. In regard to the insulting and highly irritating proclamations 
pasted up against our Factory walls, as well as to the absurd prohibition now for the 
first time attempted to be enforced against foreigners riding in chairs, your Excellency 
remarks, ‘ How is it that the said Chief Baynes and others have only now found out 
these insults, and have only now discovered that the weather is hot, and their bodies 
wearied ?’ We have to observe to your Excellency that we have long patiently borne 
many grievances and prohibitions imposed upon us by the local government, which we 
are satisfied never emanated from the heart of his Imperial Majesty. But forbearance 
is not appreciated, and has its limits. We hear a great deal in the Edicts of your 
Excellency and the other authorities of Canton, about the compassion, the tenderness 
and the benevolence shown to foreigners in this country; but where is the foreigner who 
can say that these virtues so much vaunted by the local authorities in their public 
proclamations have ever been extended to him in Canton; they are found on a paper 
in official documents, but no where else. In regard to riding in chairs, we have our- 
selves ridden in chairs at Canton for the last tw'eiUy years, and our predecessors have 
done the same for time immemorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy. 

The sovereigns of England and China are on terms of amity, and consequently 
commerce takes place between the two kingdoms, a commerce equally advantageous to 
both, certainly not more so to England than to China. Are we permitted then to 
come here to trade, to disperse our money, and not permitted to shelter ourselves from 
the heat of the sun, or the inclemencies of the weather in our necessary excursions from 
our Factories to the merchants’ warehouses ; the prohibition now for the first time 
attempted is ridiculous, and never will we believe it to emanate from the Emperor of 
China, who, when the.se things are represented to him formally, as perhaps they may be, 
will not, wc are confident, sanction unnecessary insults and prohibitions attempted to be 
imposed on foreigners by the local government, for no other purpose that we can per- 
ceive but to drive things to extremities. 

“ Your Excellency says, there must be traitorous natives concerned with us Who 
fan the flame; but we must tell your Excellency we want not the aid of traitorous 
natives to make us know what is due to ourselves when attempted to be trampled 
upon. 

Let foreigners be treated, not like dogs, but human beings, and they will be grateful, 
and no fear need be entertained of traitorous natives ; but drive diem to extiemities by 
unnecessary insults, and absurd prohibitions, and they will rebel. 

** In regard to foreign women coming to Canton, the public records of foreigners 

show, 
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show, that foreign women did formerly reside with their husbands, in Canton; the “TT 
custom has fallen into disuse from foreigners not bringing their wives witli them. The Ailcged 'keach 
law of nature ordains that a man sliould live with his wife and children, and the attempt or Laws, 
to make a law subversive oi this is impossible. A man with his family is more disposed 
to be peaceable than others without these ties ; and it is the custom for our wives to 
remain at home and employ themselves with their children, and not to make distur- 
bances. But if such a law does exist, forbidding foreign women to come to Canton, how 
is it that last season, when the ships were here, several foreign women resided in Canton ; 
no notice was taken of it, no concealment was attempted, it was publicly known. Are 
we to suppose that the police and authorities were ignorant of this fact? The thing is 
impossible. Does a law' then exist which can be suspended or put in force as may suit 
the purposes of the local government ? We know, and have seen enough to be con- 
vinced, that many things are done at Canton by the local authorities which, if known 
to his Imperial Maje.sty, would draw down his vengeance upon them for risking the 
harmony which at present subsists between two great kingdoms, by driving foreigners 
to extremities by oppression, when a contrary treatment would make them peaceable 
and contented.” 

EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 29 th October 1830. 

To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

We have received a letter from your Excellency, intended to convey the assurances 
ofour personal security within our Factories, and that they shall be free from all intru- 
sions on the part of the Government, we trust that your Excellency’s future conduct 
will prove the sincerity of your assurances of protection, and will prevent the necessity of 
resorting to measures to protect ourselves,” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 1st November 1830. 

We have tliis day received the following Edict from the Viceroy in reply to our short 
address, recorded on the 29th. 

Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants. 

“ It is authenticated that the English Chief, Baynes, and others have presented a 
statement, saying, — [Here follows a copy of the Note of October the 29th.] 

“ This coming before me, the Governor, I decide according to it, that since the said 
Chief and others have become penitent, and are awakened to solicit protection, I, the 
Governor, assuredly will not admit the principle of moving the military to surround and 
expel them. 

According to the contents of the petition^ 1 write these circumstances, and fortliwith 
order the Hong Merchants immediately to enjoin these commands on the said Chief 

3 I 2 and 
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and others for their ojb^ience thereto. Hereafter they must implicitly obey" the' Uws 
AlJeged'&each regulations of the Celestial Empire. 

of‘ Laws. ** They must not in the least disobey, but set an example and induce all foreigners, 

every one of them to keep in their proper stations, and then they will not lose the 
road of commerce for remote men (i. e, not cause the whole foreign trade to be inter- 
dicted). 

Moreover, let these orders be enjoined on the foreigners of all nations, that th^y 
may as a body yield obedience thereto. Oppose not. These are the command^ , 

“ Taoukwang, lOth year, 9th moon, 16th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 2d November 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Viceroy : 

From Governor Le, ordering four small guns to be sent away from the Company’s 
Factory, dated November 1st, 1830. 

Le, Member of the Military Board and Governor of Canton and Kwang-se, hereby 
Issues an order to the Hong Merchants, with which they are required to make them- 
selves fully acquainted. 

** It appears that the English Foreign Merchants had brought and laid up guns in the 
Company’s foreign Factory. Yesterday it was authenticated that the Nan-Hae-Heen 
and the said Merchants reported that the said Foreigners, on the I5th day of the present 
moon (October 31st), took two large brass guns and muskets^ and other military weapons, 
and removed them back to Whampoa. 

But on examination it was authenticated, on a former day, by the Report of the 
Military Station, that they altogether brought up two large guns and four small brass 
guns. Now there have only been taken away two large guns ; there are still four small 
brass guns, concerning which no report of their having been removed has yet been 
authenticated. These are military weapons, and without regard to whetlier they are 
great or small, they all ought not to be kept in the Factory. 

Since the said Chief himself says that he has confidence in Government, it is in- 
cumbent on him immediately to take the four small brass guns, and transport them 
altogether back to Whampoa. 

** Uniting these circumstances, I forthwith issue this order. When the order reaches 
the said Merchants, let them immediately enjoin it on the said Chief and others, that in 
obedience thereto they may quickly take the four small brass guns, and on the same day 
remove them back to Whampoa on board the foreign ships, and let them (the Mcrcliants) 
again present a prepared report of the circumstance of removing them. It is not allowed 
to delay and gloss over. Hasten I hasten ! these are the orders. 

“ Taou Kwaug, 10th year, 9th moon, 16th day.” 

The guns alluded to in the foregoing edict were three small brass guns belonging to 
the cutter, and were retained in Canton, in order to be replaced on board her on her 
return to Macao. Feeling anxious, however, that there should be no apparent want of 

confidence 
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confidence or good fiuth on our part^ we assured the Merchants that they should instantly ' ' ' 

be sent awAy» and that they should be informed of the circumstance as scbn as they were Alleced iLreach 
gone. ' ofLawt. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th November 1830. 

The Hoppo Chung, in reply to the Committee's letter, October 28th, 1830; received 
November I3lh, dated the 9th. 

“ Chung, Hoppo, &c. to the Hong Merchants. 

** It is authenticated that the English Nation's Chief, Baynes, and others, have pre- 
sented a statement, as follows :-*-[Here follows a copy.] 

** This coming before nie^ the Hoppo, I have examined, and find that the said Chief 
and others before presented a petition, in reply to which I explicitly commanded the 
Hong Merchants to order the said Chief and others to adhere implicitly to the old regu- 
lations, that they must not intentionally oppose prohibitions. 

Now the said Chief and others have again sent in a whining, dunning, disputatious 
representation. The contents of the petition are not originally worth any further notice 
or persuasion, but indulgently considering that the said Foreign Merchants have come 
10,000 miles to trade, and it involves their very means of ^existence, I would exercise the 
liberality of our holy and wise Dynasty, which is as expansive as Heaven itself, and for 
the SKike of the said Chief and others stoop to point out their stupidity. 

In their petition they say that the insulting proclamation suspended against the 
Company's Hong, has been reluctantly borne with for many years by Foreign Mer- 
chants, &c. Know they not that the Celestial Empire benevolently cherishes and justly 
corrects. I was only apprehensive that the said Barbarian Merchants would throw 
themselves into the net of the law, and therefore previously promulgated instructions, 
and stooped to show the way of preserving all entire. I by no means harboured the 
least intention of harsh treatment. 

Besides, the proclamation stuck up against the Company’s Hong has been there 
annually for more than thirty years. It did not commence to-day. As they say the 
language of the proclamation was rather ignominious, why did not the former Barbarian 
Merchants early indulge their anger, and with hearts, dead to the subject, cease to come 
again to knock head at the service for an open market ! Why did they cross an im- 
mense ocean, through numerous dangers, and every year come. It may be seen that the 
said nation’s* native spirit depends solely on trade for the necessaries requisite to sup- 
port life. Woollens, camlets, clocks and \\ atches are things which China does not find 
necessary, but tea and silk are articles which the said nation cannot possibly do without. 
It is by no means the case that the former Foreign Merchants forced themselves to bear 
patiently, but the fact is, they clung to the means of getting a livelihood (or supporting 
existence). 


* Native spirit ; usage or Habit. 


“ Now 
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** Now the said Chief and others disobey, and offend against the orders of GbVem- 

Alleged Bpeach subject croakingly boast. 

of Laws. ** The Governor, and I, the Hoppo, have already met, and according to the facts 

reported for the hearing of the great Emperor, although he cherii^hes tender thoughts 
intensely, how can he extend indulgence to violators of the law? The state of things 
must provoke his holy anger to inflict severe chastisement, and possibly^ to interdict the 
commerce, not allowing it to come from the south. 

Although I wish to keep things entire, I have no opportunity afforded to confer 
compassionate kindness. This is caused by the said Chief and others themselves cutting 
off the means of existence, and involving all the Foreign (or Barbarian) Merchants 
throughout the whole of their country. The said Chief and others must, as is incumbent, 
over and over deeply meditate, and become aroused and awakened to repent of the past, 
and guard against the future. Do not scheme for selfish convenience, nnd obstinately 
adhere to your former talk. Thus, with quiet mind, keeping in your station, you may 
enjoy the favour of benevolent rule. Let the said Chief and others look up, and realize 
these thoughts. Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to act in obedience to the tenor of this, and to take the circumstances and principles con- 
tained in the above commands, and addressing themselves to the Chief, clearly and dis- 
tinctly proclaim them to him. It is absolutely necessary that backwards and forwards 
and round about the matter be explained, and be caused to report intensely ! Intensely ! 
A special Edict. 

‘‘ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 24th day (Nov, 9th, 1830).'' 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 30th November 1830. 

The following document has this day come into our possession, and although the 
mode in which it was obtained renders it impossible to place implicit confidence in its 
authenticity, still, as far as can be gathered from internal evidence, it leads us to believe 
it to be genuine. If so, it is a good specimen of the manner in which reports are made 
to the Imperial Court from distant provinces of the empire, and tends to show how 
plausible a statement may be drawn up on any subject, where all regard for truth is 
thrown side. 

“ Memorial from Iseang Keun, Governor, Foo Yuen and Hoppo to the Emperor, 
relative to Foreign Affairs, written early in November 1830, and Copy received 
from a private hand; the Copy received is not dated. 

King, the Iseang Keun, Commandant of Canton, Le, Governor of Canton and 
Kwongsc provinces, Loo, Foo Yuen of Canton province, and Chung, Hoppo of Canton, 
kneel and report to his Majesty for his information. 

“ On examination it appears, that all the Foreigners of various nations, who, crossing 
the sea, come to Canton to exchange goods, reside during the spring and summer of 

every 


* One to ten thousand. 
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every year at Macao. For the autumn and winter the import and export goods being 

all at Canton, where the Hong Merchants exchange them, they then remove and reside Breach 

at Canton, in the foreign Factories; foreign women brought with th^ were formerly ^ * 

permitted only to reside on board the foreign ships ; in the 16lh year of Keen Lung 

(a. d. 1751), they' were first permitted to reside at Macao; but as yet no permission had 

been granted for tliem to be brought to Canton. In the 34th year of Keen Lung 

(a- d. 1769), Feishin, an Pmglishman, brought up a foreign woman to reside at Canton ; 

the foreign woman was taken in custody back to Macao, and a strict prohibitory pro- 

clamation was issued. There are still records hereof that can be examined. 

After the 34th year of Keen Lung there have been reports of foreign women being 
clandestinely brought to Canton, or residing there in secret for several days; but it has 
been without any person being aware thereof ; and they have afterwards been taken 
back to Macao; when this has been the case there are no records that can be examined. 

^‘It appears on inquiry, that in the spring of the present year, foreign women came 
to Canton and resided here secretly; but just when orders were being issued to the 
Hong Merchants to drive them away, they returned to Macao. Now the Fnglish 
Chief, Baynes, has again brought a foreign woman to Canton, to reside in the Com- 
pany’s Foreign Factory; and, moreover, the said Foreign Merchants, coming on 
shore from their ships, have entered their Factories sitting in sedan chairs. Your 
Minister Lc, issued orders to the Flong Merchants immediately to drive out the foreign 
woman, and bid her return to Macao; and not hereafter to permit Foreign Merchants, 
when entering their Factories, to get into .sedan chairs or sit in shoulder-carriages. It 
is authenticated that the said Chief and others immediately thereon, came to the four 
offices of us, your Ministers, and at each presented a petition, praying for foreign wo- 
men to reside in their Factories, and for permission to be granted to use sedan chairs ; 
the language of the petitioners was not clear and perspicuous, and the phraseology was 
far from humble. We, your Ministers, have all, with strictness, rejected their peti- 
tions, and ordered them still to obey old regulations, and not ifi the least oppose 
them. 

“ The said Chief and others having heard it falsely reported without, that soldiers 
were to be appointed to surround and expel the Foreign Merchant and foreign woman, 
became fearful and suspicious in their minds, and sent a general letter to all the ships 
anchored at Whampoa, ordering above one hundred sailors, under cover of night, to 
take several guns, muskets, &c., conceal them in the hold of a small yessel, and clan- 
destinely enter with them into the Foreign Factories in Canton provincial city. The 
military stations immediately got information of it and reported ; and we, your Minis- 
ters, instantly gave secret orders to the officers of the military stations, on land and 
water, not to make the least noise or motion, but to keep watch with increased vigi- 
lance, and ordered the Foo and llecn Magistrates, and the Wei- Yuen, all to appoint 
trusty attisndants in different places, to examine carefully and supprc.ss disturbance, and 
not permit native traitorous Cliincsc to hook on with, instigate, and befool foreigners 
and create riot ; that hereby the Merchants and populace might be prevented from 
becoming alarmed or suspicious. We at the saihe time ordered the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to speak sternly to the said foreigners, demanding why they secretly 
brought guns, &c. to their Factories ; and what were their intentions ? It is authen- 
ticated 
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"TT ticat^ that they declared, that it was really because they had heard that soldiers should 

Alleged Breach ^ immediately appointed to take the foreign man and foreign woman, and drive them 

of Laws. both out; that im the fear and excited feelings of the moment, they took the muskets 

and guns which had been brought in their ships, for the defence of their persons, and 
brought them up during the night, and that they really did not know that guns were 
things which were not permitted to be brought up. On examination, we, your Minis- 
ters, find, that the said Foreigners, in coming up to Canton and going down to Macao, 
have hitherto been permitted to carry two or three muskets with them to protect them- 
selves against thieves ; this is really not prohibited : but as to the guns on board the 
ships, for many years they have not been permitted to be brought to the Factories at 
Canton. We again strictly commanded the said foreigners speedily to take the guns 
and muskets and immediately carry them back to the ships, and to make the sailors 
return quickly to Whampoa. After the lapse of some days, the said foreigners took 
the muskets and carried them away, and the sailors scattered and returned, but the 
guns still remain planted within the gate of the Foreign Factory ; and the Hong Mer- 
chants were requested to solicit for them, that a short time might be granted before the 
foreign woman was again ordered to Macao. We, your Ministers, considering that 
the said foreigner, Baynes, in the first place secretly brought a foreign woman to reside 
in this Factory, and in the next place clandestinely transported guns and weapons 
from the ships to guard against being surrounded and expelled, both which are acts of 
presumption and opposition to old regulations, mad, rebellious and irregular acts ; 
have now again ordered the foreign woman to be immediately and speedily taken in 
custody back to Macao, and the guns that are still retained to be all carried back to 
the ships and kept there. If they really act in obedience to these orders, and do not 
oppose, we, your Ministers, will, looking up, take the tender intentions entertained 
by your sacred Majesty, and still permit them to continue trading as usual ; but if they 
dare to delay or oppose, we will then, according to your Majesty’s edict of last year, 
drive them out and expel them with severity, entirely stop their trade, and inflict a 
heavy punishment on them ; we decidedly will not presume to make the least accom- 
modation with them, thereby leading to the increase of the unruly di-sposition of the 
obstinate foreigners. 

We, your Ministers, consider that, though this time the offences of the foreigners 
in opposing prohibitions have not brought us to the necessity of employing soldiers, yet 
the said foreigners original disposition has heretofore been unyielding and unfathom- 
able. If it be necessary to keep them in awe by a military force, then it will be incum- 
bent on your Minister King to appoint officers and soldiers of the Eight Banners (that 
is, Tartars), both on land and water, and unite them with the officers and soldiers 
whom your Minister Le will appoint, that they may conjointly manage the business. 

Again, we, by express, present a- prepared Memorial. Because this business has 
relation to foreigners, and involves the dignity of the empire, we dare not refrain from 
stating the facts. With reverence, we, in conjunction with your Minister King, the 
Too-tung of the right wing, unitedly present this secret Memorial, begging your 
Majesty's sacred glance at it. A respectful Memorial." 


EXTRACT 
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Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 

The Merchants this day waited on Mr. Davis, bringing with them two^Edicts, one from 
the Viceroy, respecting the late Committee, and another from the Kwangchow Foo, 
concerning the residence of ladies in Canton. The one from the Viceroy was of so 
insulting and improper a character that Mr. Davis declined receiving it on his own 
authority, and told tliem they had better present it to the assembled Committee. 

The following is a translation of the Kwangchow Foo’s edict : 

“ Fum Hoo, the Kwangcliow Foo, dated December 4th, received the 9th 1830. 

Hoo, the Kwangchow Foo, issues this to give orders concerning a certain affair. 

It appears that the foreigners have disobeyed prohibitions, and presumed to bring 
foreign women up to the provincial city. The Governor’s orders h^ve been repeatedly 
received to drive them away. 

** It has been officially reported to Government that the foreign women brought by 
the English Chief Baynes, and the American Foreign Merchant Low, have been re- 
turned to Macao ; but it is found that the English Foreign Merchant Thornhill, and 
the Indian Foreign Merchant Whiteman, both brought foreign w'omen and servant 
girls, and they are still residing in the Foreign Factories. As yet no official report of 
their return to Macao has been sent in. 

Why do the Hong Merchants suffer tliem to procrastinate ? It greatly indicates 
contemptuous trifling. 

“ Severe and intense orders have now been received from the Governor, urging the 
business, and it is decidedly impossible to suffer it longer for a moment. 

“ Beside issuing orders to the Nanhaeheeii to act in obedience thereto, this order is 
issued to the Hong Merchants, requiring them as soon as they receive it to enjoin its 
contents authoritatively on the said Foreign Merchant Thornhill, requiring him this 
very day to take the foreign women and servant girl, and send them in custody back to 
Macao. 

“ Let an official answer be returned for careful examination. If disobedience and 
delay be still persisted in, the Security Merchant, the Linguist and the Compradorc 
shall all be brought up and involved in a manner not expedient for them. Hasten ! 
hasten ! These are the commands. 

Taoukwang, 10th year, 10th moon, 20th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
Dated 8th December 1830, 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 11th December 1830. 

The Committee assembled to meet the Merchants. Previously to their arrival the 
President stated to the Committee that they mifst in some degree feel prepared for 
renewed attempts at annoyance on the part of the Government, in consequence of the 
late changes, and that the surest and most prudent mode would be to meet them with 

3 K such 
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such a degree of temperate firmness at the very outset as would effectually check such 
Llleged Breach ^ disposition. The other members of the Committee cordially coincided in these sen- 
of Laws. timents. 

# The younger Howqua and Mowqua having arrived} they delivered to the Committee 
the Viceroy’s Edict respecting the late President, which was forthwith sent to be 
translated. 

Mowqua then stated that they were directed by the Viceroy to communicate his 
commands tliat the Committee should instantly order the ladies now resident in Canton 
to return to Macao. This was reiused, and they were told that by their own positive 
pledge and promise on the 29ih of October, no further annoyance was to be given on 
the subject, and that the question was then set at rest 

They then endeavoured to urge the point, by representing the persecutions they 
would be subjected to in consequence. We informed them that we deeply regretted 
such should be the case; that could we in any mode help them we should be most wil- 
ling ; but that we could on no account recognize the principle that we were to be forced 
into compliance on that or any other point by an appeal to our feelings. We told them 
that such a compliance could not fail to be highly injurious to both parties, for that if 
the local authorities once entertained the notion that we could be induced to swerve 
from our resolutions by the imprisonment and persecution of those with whom we have 
intercourse, it would inevitably be resorted to on all occasions We should here re- 
mark, that the younger Kinqua, who is the Hong Merchant, has been for some days 
past in prison at the Nanhae’s jail. The cause assigned is that he secured a ship con- 
signed to Mr. Whiteman^'' but which has now left the port nearly three months. Mrs. 
Whiteman has been residing in Canton for the last fortnight, and this measure has 
been resorted to by the Government as the means of compelling her to return to 
Macao. The merchants then withdrew, and the Committee separated. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 12th December 1830. 

The following is a translation of the Edict yesterday received from the Merchants. 

Document from the Hoppo Chung concerning Mr. Baynes, dated November 30, 
received December 1 1. 

Chung, by imperial appointment, Iloppo of Canton, &c. to the llong Merchants, 

Howqua and others. 

I HAVE received from the Governor a communication, on opening which the fol- 
lowing appeared : 

Last year the English nation’s foreign ships delayed entering the port, in expecta- 
tion of obtaining an alteration of the old commercial regulations, and repeatedly 
sent in dunning^ petitions. Although the Chief Plowden joined his name with the 

others, 


Or 
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timt this WHS the crime of one individua], Baynes, 1 could not bear to involve all the 
foreigners ; therefore I, the Governor, stooped to exercise clemency'and forgiveness, and 
not only forbore to inflict awful punishment, but also refrained from stopping the trade. 
1 suppose this completeness of compassion for remote persons, is what all the Foreign 
Merchants of the said nation''s ships universally know, and have heard. 

“ But Baynes audaciously exhibited every sort of contemptuous behaviour; death 
is not siiflieient to cover his crime ! 

“ 1, the Governor, have already united with the Iseang Kcun, the Fooyucn and the 
Hoppo, in a memorial to the Kinperor on the subject It is cstinialed, that during the 
first decade of the Hth moon (before the 24.th December), the Imperial will may be 
received. 

“ I have now received a document from his honour the Hoppo, saying, that a permit 
is requested by the Englishmen Marjoribnnks, Davis, llobinson, &c., to come to the 
provincial city. 

“ I suppose they were chosen to be Chief, Second and Tliinl, and have come to 
change the Committee. Since the said Baynes goes out of the Chiefship, it is a ques- 
tion whether or not he should be ordered back to his own country. If luTcafler we shall 
receive his Majesty’s commands to take Baynes and punish his crimes, it will then be 
right that he be delivered over to be punished. He must not clandestinely steal away, 
ill the liasty hope of getting off as if nothing had occurred. 

Beside ordering the Hong Merchants, Howqua, &c., in obedience hereto, to go 
immediately, and perspicuously enjoin the tenor of the above commands on the new 
Chief, and order him on the same day to write back perspicuously, how Baynes is taken 
care of to be forthcoming, no excuses or procrastination can be allowed, sucli conduct 
will involve him in heavy guilt. 

“ Moreover letters have been sent to the Poochingsze and Anchnszso, to unite and 
hasten to order the Kwangchowfoo to take under his direction the Nnrihneheen, and 
communicate orders to the Hong Merchants that they may, in obedience thereto, enjoin 
the commands of Government on the new Chief and others to write back, clearly stating 
in what place they have confined Baynes till the business be settled. 

“ Furthermore, 
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others. If the Governor, on making a minute and careful inquiry, have heard tliat the 
busings all arose from Baynes, Millett, &c. wildly putting forth their lordly views,* and 
laying plans of perverse craftiness, so that the ships long remained anchored outside, 
much of the cargo became mouldy and rotten, and all the merchants were greatly 
injured. 

“ This year Baynes falsely filled the office of Chief, and again presumed to oppose 
the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, brought women and girls to the provincial city 
to dwell in the Company’s Factory ; and at last, when his reasoning failed and his heart 
became frightened, he ordered the sailors in the ships to bring up during the night five 
brass guns, muskets, &c., and arranged them at the gate of the Foreign Factories for 
the purpose of defence. Such conduct as this was indeed llie extreme of mad rebcllioti. 
It would have been right immediately to have inflicted extermination; but considering 


* Or (lecibiong. 
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« Furthermore, it is right to make thia communication to the Hoppo, that he may 
Alleged Breach the contents and act accordingly. 

of Laws. ‘‘ 0*1 this coming before me, the Hoppo, I forthwith issue an order to the Hong 

Merchants. 

« [Here he repeats the last clause of the Governoi*’s document] Tremble at this ! 
A Special Edict ! 

Taowkwang, 10th year, 10th moon, 16th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS^ 

Dated 14th December 1830. 

The following reply to the Governor’s Edict having been approved of by the Board, 
the Merchants will be requested to attend the Committee to-morrow morning to 
receive it. 

“ To His Excellency the Governor of Canton. 

“ We have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, bearing date the 10th year, 
10th moon, and 15tli day. 

“ We beg to acquaint you, that in compliance with instructions received from the 
authorities in England, to whom alone we look for all orders regulating our transactions 
in this country, we have undertaken the management of the affairs of the East-India 
Company in China. It wm at all times be to us a source of satisfaction if the amicable 
relations between the British nation and China can be preserved uninterrupted. It is 
therefore with much regret we have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, asserting 
a right of interference with the servants of the Company in this country, which we beg 
firmly, but respectfully, to state we can never admit. In regard to the personal impu- 
tations directed against the late Chief of this Factory, we feel ourselves called upon 
altogether to disclaim them. It is stated, that the ships of the Company were by him 
prevented entering the port, ‘ in expectation of obtaining an alteration of the old com- 
mercial regulations;’ but according to your Excellency’s admission, the condition of the 
Hong Merchants had at that period become ^ sickened and debased,’ and foreign trade 
with China was in a state which imperiously called for amelioration ; we are glad to 
think that that amelioration lias in some measure been accomplished. 

Mr. Baynes did not, as your Excellency has been most improperly informed, 
^ falsely fill the office of Chief;’ but on Mr. Plowden’s departure it became his duty 
to take upon himself that office, and to conduct, in concert with the other members of 
the Committee, the affairs of the East-Iiidia Company. 

In regard to the subject next alluded to in the Proclamation, to which we now offer 
n reply, namely, the resort of the wives of British subjects to Canton, we cannot but 
believe that your Excellency has, from the expressions which you have applied to it, 
been much misinformed. The wives and families of foreigners have at all times been 
admitted to reside at Macao, nor have the laws of China ever prohibited their doing 
so. By your Excellency’s predecessor an English lady was ordered to be brought to 

Canton, 
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Canton, who bad unfortunately been wrecked in an English ship on the coast of Hainan, 
and was conveyed here with other persons in a Chinese trading vessel. It has fre- 
quently occurred that English ships have been the means of saving the lives of Chinese 
subjects, who have been found cast away on some of the numerous islands in the seas 
adjacent to this empire. The mind dwells with sincere pleasure on such reciprocal good 
offices, proofs alike of civilization and humanity. 

In this country, where the relations existing between husband and wife, and 
parent and child, are held in such high and deserved estimation, we cannot believe that 
it could ever be your Excellency’s wish to deny to foreign residents in Canton the pos- 
session of these advantages, on which, according to the maxims venerated in China, the 
moral condition and happiness of mankind so much depends. Such we feel assured could 
never he the intention of the benevolent mind of his Imperial Majesty, who so unre- 
mittingly inculcates the conjugal, parental, and filial duties on his own subjects. 

In reply to the statement that the late Chief of the Factory acted violently in 
ordering armed men to Canton, we have only to mention that this was done in conse- 
quence of a formal intimation, which was made by the Hong Merchants, that the Fac- 
tory was about to be attacked. Mr. Baynes being thus assured that the lives and pro- 
perty of British subjects were endangered, deemed himself called upon to protect 
them. 

‘‘ We could have much wished that we were not under the necessity of offering any 
further observations on the Proclamation, to which we now reply, as we are still inclined 
to believe that your Excellency must be sufficiently conversant with the British charac- 
ter to be aware, that we arc incapable of being at any tidA induced by threatening 
language to diverge from the straight forward line of public duty. While serving our 
employers to the best of our humble power, we are unacquainted with a feeling of per- 
sonal apprehension ; we are insensible to such an influence ; we dare not trust ourselves 
with quoting the expressions which have been applied to the late Chief of this Factory. 
We are desirous to address your Excellency in the language of truth, but in deference 
to the eminent situation which you hold, we wish to do so with respect. We cannot 
consider as applicable to an English authority the terms which have been used ; they 
could only have been suggested to your Excellency by the misinformation of others : 
they could not emanate from a mind such as we are given to understand your Excellency 
possesses, governed by enlarged views, and directed by the principles of justice. 

“ December 14th, 1830.” 


CHINA I’APFKJ 


(A.) 

Alleged Drench 
of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 2Sd December 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Governor, in reply to our 
address dated the 14th instant. 

“ From Governor Le, dated December 23d, received on 24th, 1830. 

** Le, Cabinet Minister, member of the Military Board and Governor of the two 
Kwang provinces, hereby issues his commands to the Hong Merchants. 

“ It 
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It is now authenticated that the English Chief, Marjoribanks, and others, have 
presented an official document, saying — [Here follows a copy of the Committee’s letter 
of December lith.] 

‘‘ Th is coming before me, the Governor, I have examined and find that the mer- 
chant ships of England have come to Canton to trade, upwards of a hundred years, and 
for so long a period there has been mutual tranquillity ; in every instance there has 
been obedience to the laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire, none has dared to 
make tile least opposition. Even with respect to the said nation’s ships bringing married 
or unmarried women, they have invariably sent them on shore at Macao, they have 
never brought them up to Canton city to dwell in the Foreign Factories. 

“ During the reign of Keen Lung, it happened by mistake that some were brought 
to Canton, but they were all sent back in custody to Macao. There are repeated 
cases on record which aiford evidence of this ; but the late Chief Baynes, during the 
autumn of the present year, suddenly presumed to bring women with him to the 
Company's Factory to reside- Afterwards Thornhill and Whiteman came forward, 
and imitated the bad example, thereby violating the interdicts of Government. 

I, the Governor, repeatedly issued orders on the subject, charging them intensely 
that it could not be allowed; but I neither added the punishment which would have 
awed them, nor suddenly slopped your* trade, because sincerely I could not bear, on 
account of the irregular, wild conduct of the individual Baynes, to involve all the 
ships ; hence it was that 1 acted with so much liberal forbearance : I really desired, for 
the sake of the said country, to preserve her trade entire. I suppose that the said 
Chief and others, since their arrival in Canton, have heard all the detail. 

Now tJiat Baynes is gone, his otfences may all be left to himself, originally they do 
not concern the present Chief and his colleagues; but you, the Committee, are 
persons sent by your own country to control the commercial affairs; you. must, no 
doubt, be persons who clearly understand what is reasonable and just, and maturely 
acquainted with the regulations. It is your duty to lead all the Foreign Mei\hants, to 
keep every one of them in his proper pUicCi and not transgress the usages. If any one 
brings women to Canton, it is incumbent on you to .speak plainly the correct sentiment, 
to repreheiitl him, and order him to hasten and return them to Macao. Moreover, 
you shoulil previously caution all the people resident at Macao, and tell them that they 
are not allowed to bring tlieir families to Canton. There you will go in the right way, 
which is incumbent on those who reside at Canton and have the general control. As to 
what is said in the Petition, that husband and wife should not be separated, this 
refers to ordinary ca.se.s, when living at home. If they go abroad and become guests 
ill a country, how can they be view'cd according to the same rule ? Besides, at 
Macao, they may be sent to reside ; where is the necessity of overstepping the mark and 
going to Canton ? 

“ Try to think, of all the various nations whose foreign merchants come to Canton, 
there are a great many wlio do not bring their wives and daughters. How do they 
''cparate ? 

That a sudden and wilful violation of interdicts which had been long obeyed was 
a wild, irregular act, I suppose the .said Chief and his colleagues already know. 

“ At 

* Here u’mI bi-low lie units ttpeukinj' to the Meiehant'', and speaks directly to the Committee. 
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“ At this time it is especially incumbent, strictly to order Tliornhill to repent 
speedily and alter his behaviour, not persisting in his former stupidity. Thus the 
strength of the said Chief will be competent to draw liim back for the time to come 
from his past errors, and the affair will be completed on both sides. 

“ To sum up the whole, the said nation’s ships and merchants passing over such 
immense oceans, come only for commerce, how cun they be willing to indulge the idea 
of creating disturbance ? 

“ The Celestial Empire also decidedly will not treat harshly persons from remote 
parts. If, indeed, they implicitly adhere to old usages, and do not wilfully originate 
novel notions,* no doubt there will be mutual tranquillity. In order to effect this, 1 
do not fear the toil of reiterating admonitions and caution^ on the said Chief and his 
colleagues. 

“ Uniting these things, this Order is forthwith issued to the Hong Merchants, 
requiring them to enjoin its contents clearly and plainly on the sa^d Marjoribanks and 
the others,, that they may obe'y accordingly. Oppose not. Hasten ! hasten ! These 
are the commands. 

“ Taoukwang, JOtli year, 11th moon, 9th day 


(A.) 

Alleged IJrciich 
of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 29tli December 1830. 

We have received from a private source, the following Copy of the Imperial reply to 
the Memorial in our Secret Consultations, under date 30th November. I'he evident 
intention of it is to leave discretionary power to the officers of the local government to 
act according to circumstances; 

Canton, December 29lh, 1830. 

Translation of a document received privately from the Court of Peking. 

“ On the 14th of the 11th moon of the 1 0th year of the reign of Taoukwang 
(December 28ih, 1830), a fire de.spalch (an express) was received from the Military 
Board, containing a letter from the great officers of array movements; .saying, that King, 
the Iseangkcun of Kwang Chow; the Cabinet Minister and Governor of Canton, Le; 
the Fooyucn Choo and the Hoppo Chung had memorialized ; and on the 24th day 
of the 10th moon of the lOth year, the Supreme commands were respectfully received, 
stating : 

“ It is authenticated that King and others have reported that the English nation’s 
Chief, Baynes, had conveyed foreign women to the provincial city, to dwell in the 
Company’s foreign Factories; further, that the said Foreign Merchants had in going 
on shore from their ships, sat in sedan chairs, and proceeded to their Factories, [8cc. 
as before translated ; Emperor’s answer concerning the guns, &c.] 

** According to internal regulations, foreign women are not allowed to go to the 
provincial city to dwell, and Foreign Merchants are not allowed to sit in cliairs, and 
enter their Factories. Their bringing musketry and cannon is only for defence 

against 

* The allusion is to a tree shooting forth new brancheR. 
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against pirates at sea ; it is by no means allowed to convey them clandestinely into the 
city. 

“ Now that the said foreigners have presumed to disobey old regulations^ I^tng and 
the others must issue strict and explicit orders, and cause them to obey and keep the 
old regulations. Hereafter they must not in the least degree oppose, nor wilfully offend 
against the prohibitions. If still they dare to persist in opposition, then forthwith adopt 
measures to expel them, and exhibit primitive correction, there must not be the least 
approximation or giving in. It is necessary (for the four persons named above) to 
consult and manage safely. Whilst cherishing tenderness towards outside foreigners, 
still there must be no loss of the dignity of the arrangements of the Celestial Empire. 
To do this will be good management. 4 *. 

** Take these commands and make them known to King, Le and Choo, that they may 
communicate the commands to Chung (the Hoppo) for his information. Respect this! 
In obedience to the Inmerial will, we (the great officers, &c.) send this letter.’* 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th January 1831. 

We have this day received from a private source, the following Copy of a Memorial 
to the Emperor, from the heads of the local government, concerning the proceedings 
of the last few months ; it evinces an equal disregard for truth, as most documents of a 
similar description. 

Memorial to the Emperor from the Iseang Keun King, the Governor Le, the 
Fooyuen Choo, and the IIoppo Chung, concerning the supersession of the Select 
Committee, dated 1st January 1831. 

Your Ministers, King, Le, Choo and Chung, kneel and report. We before 
reported unitedly, that the English Chief Baynes had brought up a foreign woman to 
the provincial city to dwell in the Foreign Factory; that the said Foreign Merchants, 
on coming on shore from their ships, entered the Factories seated in sedan chairs, and 
that having erroneously listened to false statements, of soldiers being sent to surround 
and expel them, they became suspicious and fearful, and clandestinely brought guns and 
muskets from on board their ships to the Foreign Factories at the provincial city. On 
the 1 4th day of the 11th moon of the present year (28th December last), we received a 
letter from the great ministers, who direct the movements of the army, stating that the 
Imperial will had been respectfully received. [Here follows the clause of the answer 
which contains the Emperor’s will.] 

On examination, we find that after this former prepared memorial, the said 
foreigner, Baynes, getting a little knowledge of repentance and awe, on the next day, 
took the great and small brass guns and sent them severally back to the various ships. 
The foreign woman also returned to Macao. These things, at the several times of their 
occurrence, your minister Le, in conjunction with your ministers, King and Chung, re- 
ported on attached slips of paper (or by postscript) os is on record. 


« We 
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We, your Ministers, on examining very minutely, find that the foreigners of the 

said nation are indeed all stupidly obstinate, but that the Chiefs Baynes, is still more so, . e^ Breach 
perverse and obstinate to an extreme ; and that in many cases it has been Baynes who has of Laws, 
madly thrust forward his views and wishes. Other persons have been chosen in the said 
country to be Chief, second and third Supracargoes, and they having come to Canton to 
change places with (the former ones), Baynes has immediately been dismissed. 

We, your Ministers, have made inquiry as to the reason of this, and it is authenti- 
cated, that, in reply, the Hong Merchants state that they have heard, that because of 
Baynes having lost year frequently presented petitions, madly hoping to change the old 
regulations of the trade, and having forcibly caused the various ships to delay entering 
the port, so that a large portion of the foreign goods were spoiled by mould and rust; 
the said country knew that it was Baynesand his colleagues who had involved themselves 
ill this state of things, and therefore recalled him. 

“ We find on examination, that the foreigners are covetous of profit, and very crafty 
and artful. It is not Baynes alone who is thus ; so that although Baynes is now dis- 
missed, it is difficult (or impossible) to ensure that in future those foreigners, who are put 
in his stead, will not again madly form crafty plans ; we can only immediately thereon 
examine and issue strict orders for them to understand, that ‘ hereafter it is absolutely 

* necessary that the English Chief, and all the foreigners of the various nations, pay im- 

* plicit obedience to the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, and tranquilly continue the 

* ordinary course of trade.’ If any should presume again to oppose, it will be our duty, in 
obedience to your Majesty’s will, to form some plan for driving them out, and inflicting 
severe punishment and correction, without in the slightest degree approximating to, or 
making accommodation with them, in order thereby to make the dignity of the Empire 
revered, and to keep in awe the stupid obstinacy of the barbarians. 

It is consistent with right reason that we should unitedly report again by an added 
slip of paper (a postscript), begging a sacred glance at it. A respectful memorial.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th January 1831. 

We have this day received the following document from the Merchants; 

“ Order from Governor Le, communicated by the Kwongchowfoo to the Hong 
Merchants, dated January 12th, received 13th 1831. 

“ Hoo, the Kwongchowfoo, to the Senior Hong Merchants, for their full informa- 
tion. A document has been received from the Treasurer, who received it from the 
Governor, who .says, 

The Imperial commands have been respectfully received, saying, ‘ Former regula- 

* lions have disallowed foreign women re.siding at Canton ; foreign (or barbarian) Mer- 

* chants, are not allowed to enter their Factories sitting in sedan chairs, and their bring- 

* ing muskets and cannon is only to defend themselves against pirates at sea; they must 
not, on any account, clandestinely transport them to Canton. These foreigners having 

‘ presumed to oppose old regulations, you must issue strict, severe and explicit orders 

3 L * for 
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* for them to obey, and keep the old regulations. Hereafter ibere must not be the least 
(A.) c opposition or disobedience to prohibitions. If still they dare to procrastinate and re- 

Alleged breach « them immediately be expelled by force, and a manifestation of chastisement 

‘ ‘ exhibited. Respect this.’ 

Having respectfully transcribed this, it is hereby sent to the Treasurer, to pass it to 
the Kwongchowfoo, who must transmit it for implicit obedience. Examine into it^ and 
act accordingly. 

“ I, the Kwongchowfoo, having received the above, have written to the Nanhneheen, 
commanding him to obey it, beside which I hereby issue an order to the Senior Mer- 
chants, that they may forthwith reverently obe)^ and order with strictness, severity and 
perspicuity, the said Chief and others, one and all of them, to obey and keep the old 
regulations. They must not in the least oppose or violate the prohibitory orders of 
Government. The foreign women who have been brought by Thornhill and While- 
man, and of whose return to Macao there is as yet no authentic report, must be urged 
and commanded to be removed to Macao this very day, and a report of the same pre- 
sented to Government. If they still dare to procrastinate and resist, assuredly his Ma- 
jesty’s commands will be implicitly obeyed, and a rigorous infliction of expulsion and 
chastisement be manifested. The said Hong Merchants also will greatly offend, and 
find it inexpedient. Tremble at this I lleedfully attend to this. Oppose not. 'fhese 
are the commands. 

Taoukwang, 10th year, 11th month, 29Lh day. (January 12th, 1831.) 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 23d October 1830. 

Par. 9. We regret to state that an unfavourable and malignant temper lias lately 
been displayed by the Chinese Government, in the publication of several insulting and 
opprobrious Edicts, promulgated with the evident intention of degrading the character 
of foreigners amongst the lower orders of the natives, and calculated in a high degree to 
aggravate the feelings of the former, and excite the disposition of the latter to o^ensive 
acts. Amongst these Proclamations, several have appeared prohibiting the residence of 
European females in Canton, and within the last two days a verbal message was deiivered 
to us by Howqua, attended by tlic whole body of Hong Merchants, stating most dis- 
tinctly (and as an intimation emanating directly from the Viceroy, whicli lie desired 
might be immediately committed' to writing), that unless a lady now residing in the 
Factories, removed in two or three daj^s, a party of soldiers would be deputed by the 
Viceroy to seize her person. 

10. We consider it proper to state that the indignities which the Chinese Govern- 
ment has lately attempted to heap upon foreigners, has been so keenly felt by the resi- 
dents in this city, that an address has been presented to us, signed by, wc believe, almost 
every member of the British Commercial Community, requesting our co-operation and 
assistance iti remonstrating against this shameful line of proceeding on the part of the 
constituted authorities. 


11. The 
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11. The threat of seizure, levelled against a pei*son resident in the precincts of our 
Factories, is so subversive of the security indispensable to the conduct of the trade, that 
we feel any measure resembling concession on such a point, would be highly injurious t ) 
the interests of the British nation, of which we are iti this country the representatives; 
we therefore determined, with reference to the abstract question of personal security, 
to resist this menace of violating the precincts of our residence, hitherto held sacred, to 
the utmost extremity, and resolved to adopt the necessary precautions for repelling the 
attempt if made. 

12. As regards the question of the residence of European females in Canton, nothing 
can be more unreasonable than the objections now urged against it by the Chinese 
Government. In the past season, several ladies resided in the Factories without any 
atlempt at molestation on the part of the Canton authorities, or even an observation 
being }>assed upon the subject. Mrs. Baynes, at whom the present insulting menace 
has been directed, accompanied her husband to Canton by the express invitation of 
Ilowqua, whose character is too cautious to commit himself inconsiderately. The prohi- 
bition therefore now issued against her residence in Canton, appeared to us ns absurd, and 
inconsistent as the terms in which it was conveyed, aiid the threat which accompanied it 
are galling to the feelings of every Englishman. 

13. We would here bring under the consideration of your Honounible Court that 
the President of the Factory, in the discharge of his duty, must necessarily at times 
render himself extremely obnoxious to the Chinese Government. We allude to iho^e 
occasions when cas. s involving life are under discussion with the Government ; and vve 
would beg most respectfully to add, limt the conscientious and prompt discharge of 
responsible duty, involving exposure to the odium of this Government, is scarcely Com- 
patible witli the feelings attendant upon separation from a wife and family placed under 
no protection, and liable, in a desperate cmergoncy, to the acts of a government which has 
shown itself capable of conduct of the most atrocious nature. Hie preceding remarks 
may apply with equal propriety to every member of the Factory, who luight fnid 
himself in similar circumstances to those in which the President is now placed, and 
are not Intended to refer to the solitary instance w'hich has now been. taken up by the 
Viceroy. 

14. But the threat held out by the Government on ibis occasion embraces in its 
bearings a much wider field than the solitary instance in which it has been exercised. It 
has probably been induced by the sudden departure of two persons from Canton, Mr. 
Fearon, the Hanoverian Consul, and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, tlie master of 
^le three Parsecs concerned in the alTray which caused the death of Captain Mackenzie. 
Mr. learon is a resident in the Factory where the transaction took place, and is also 
connected in business with Merwaigce. Mr. Feuron’s name was introduced into a 
report of the transaction made by a low police officer to the superior Magistrate.s, wc 
believe, at the instigation of Mr. Bovet, to screen himself from implication, although 
perfeclly innocent of the smallest participation in the occurrence. Mr. Fearon was”o 
far intimidated by the inquiries of the Government into an affair, where his name had 
been reported as an accessary, who-e delinquency was suspicious, that he judged it 
prudent to quit Canton ; and the Parsce Merchant Merwanjee, under the impression 

3 1-2 tliat 
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that he might be held responsible by the Government for the acts of his dependents, 
adopted the same course. 

15. The Chinese authorities have doubtless been encouraged in their demands for the 
delivery of the three Parsees, by the two instances of successful intimidation above 
related ; and were the slightest disposition of concession evinced by us at the present 
moment, it cannot be doubted that they would be emboldened to proceed to fresh acts 
of aggression, such as the search of our Factories for the offenders, insulting menaces, 
or even the positive seizure of the person of some British subject. 

16. We therefore came to the determination, that firm and deliberate resistance to 
the line of conduct assumed by the Government afforded the only hope of avoi ding a 
series of indignities and insult, as well as of establishing the security of person, so essential 
to the conduct of the trade. A guard of seamen was immediately ordered from the 
ships for the protection of the Factory, in case of any attack being attempted ; and 
the Merchants were informed the same will not be withdrawn till the Government 
give ample assurance for the personal safety of every British subject resident in 
Canton. 

17. We arc happy to be able to add to this despatch, the assurance that there appears 
no intention on the part of the Government, to disturb the commereial transactions of 
the season, which continue perfectly uninterrupted. The Hoppo has announced his 
intention of proceeding to Whampoa to-morrow for the purpose of measuring all the 
Honourable Company’s ships. It is further satisfactory to us to inform your Honour- 
able Court that the lading of four ships is already far advanced, and that of three more 
has been commenced. 

18. We cannot here refrain from expressing our conviction, that the very serious 
discussion of the preceding season has had a sensible effect upon the conduct of the 
Chinese authorities, with reference to the employment of the means of coercion, to which 
they formerly resorted with such readiness. We allude to the suspension of trade. No 
hint has been made, in the demands urged by the Government for the delivery of the 
three Parsees concerned in the affray in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life, that 
this weapon of compulsion would be employed; we are happy also to perceive that the 
Government, though they have undoubtedly authorized the verbal communication of 
the insulting threat detailed in the ninth paragraph of this despatch, has not dared to 
commit the same to writing in the form of a public document; we trust, therefore, 
that the prompt and decisive mettsures which we have considered it necessary to adopt 
on this occasion, while they serve to convince the Chinese that attempts at intimidation 
will never succeed in inducing us to swerve from our position, will at the same time con- 
vince them of the inutility of protracting the discussion of the homicide, when no point 
can be gained ; and we hope to communicate to your Honourable Court in our next 
despatch the amicable adjustment of the present subjects of difference. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court Alleged breach 
of Directors, dated 15th November 1830. of Laws. 

Par. 67. OuR letter under date the 23d October, will have informed your Honour- 
able Court of the cause and progress of our discussions with this Government, and our 
proceedings consequent thereupon up to that period. The Hong Merchants having 
informed us that the Viceroy was unwilling to give more than a verbal assurance to a 
verbal threat, we addressed a letter to him, which will be found upon our Consultations 
under dale the 25th October, stating the threat made use of, and the formal way in which 
it was conveyed, and requiring from him the strongest assurances that our Factories 
and our persons were secure. 

58. On the 28th, an answer recorded under that date, was brought to the President 
by the Merchants, who stated that it would be found conciliatory, and to contain the 
assurance wc required of personal protection ; they added the strongest assurances, on 
their part, that no armed force should ever enter the Factories, and that no molestation 
would be given to English ladies residing in Canton, qualifying this latter assurance, 
by saying, that although edicts might from time to time be issued, which the forms of 
office rendered necessary, yet beyond that no molestation would be offered or notice 
taken ; exemplifying their meaning by an allusion to the edicts annually promulgated 
against the opium ships, which were never intended to be put into execution. On the 
following morning the letter having been translated, the Committee assembled to take 
it into consideration. The first question was, whether it contained to tlie full extent the 
assurance w'e had required ; the wording of it certainly does not amount to this, and 
we felt ourselves at liberty either to receive it, and construe it to our purpose in our 
reply, or to reject it altogether. There could be no doubt it was intended as a peace- 
offering, and the assurances of the Hong Merchants, not only on the question of the 
inviolability of our Factories, but as regarded the rc.sidencc of English females in 
Canton, convinced us how great had been the impression created by the prompt and 
decisive measures we had adopted on the justifiable ground of self-defence. The slight 
allusion to the Parsee question .sufficiently showed that that affair was at an end, and 
that our object to preserve the trade free from interruption had been obtained. The 
slightest conce.’ssion on any of the points in di.spute, would doubtless, judging from 
former experience, have been the sure means of involving us in long and harassing 
discussions, together with the other annoyances which have attended former cases of 
homicide in this country. After mature deliberation, and for the reasons detailed in 
our Consultations of the 29th October, to which we beg to refer, w’e determined to 
seize the advantages we had gained at the moment of concession, and put an end to 
these discussions. 

59. We therefore formally summoned the Merchants, and informed them that 
relying on the promises of the Viceroy, and the stfong assurances tliey had given on all 
the points in dispute, we should answer the Viccroy^s letter with as little delay as 
possible, after which orders would be issued to remove the men and guns to 
Whampoa. 

60. A letter was drawn up to the Viceroy, recorded under date the 29th, and on the 

31st 
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S 1st October the men and guns were embarked at the Company’s stairs opposite the 
Alleged Hr^acli F^^ctory, witliont the slightest accident having occurred from the time of their arrival to 
cTf Lairs. their return to Whampoa. 

61. On the Lst November was received the Viceroy’s reply, recorded under that 
date, in which he says, ‘ he assuredly will not admit the principle of moving the military 
to surround and to expel and thus terminated these discussions, which at the com*- 
mcnccment threatened to be of long continuance. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directory dated 15th December 1830. 

Par. 0 . It is with some regret we acquaint your Honourable Court, that we have 
received a proclamation from tlic Governor and Hoppo, the language of which is most 
violent, as directed against Mr. Baynes and the Members of the Inte Committee. It 
claims also a right of interference with the servants of the Company in this country, 
which has in former years been attempted, and effectually resisted. It will become our 
duty to disclaim this right of interference, and to reply to it in a firm and decisive 
manner. We may here remark, that in our communications with this Government, it 
will ever be our study to avoid all intemperate expressions. The language of inflexible 
firmness and politeness may be united, and we shall always cndcavogr to assume the 
first, without allowing the second to sink into humility. 

10. An impression, arising out of the late changes, luis probably been made on the 
tiiiiid of the Chinese public, that we might be disposed to concede privileges which had 
been gained ; and as it must be well known to your Honourable Court that concessions 
in this country often lead to further attempts at encroachments, we shall consider it 
necessary to make a stand upon the threshold. 

11. We consider the proclamation alluded to, and which is recorded on our Public 
Consultations forwarded by the present despatch, to be a trial on the part of the Canton 
Government how far we are disposed to yield to its dictation. 

12. We arc further confirmed in our resolution to p\irsue the line of conduct above 
mentioned, by an intimation we have received pn\'ately from a native source, but which 
we have reason to believe to be authentic, that an Imperial Edict, in reply to the repre- 
sentations of the Canton Government on the subject of the proceedings in the past and 
present seasons, has been received within the last few days. Our informant states the 
purport of the Edict to be as follows : 

“ The said Governor and oihei's are ordered to arrange with liberality, and manage 
kindly. Respect this.” 

13. If this be authentic, it evinces a strong disposition in the Imperial Government to 
preserve amicable relations with foreigners. We are told that the rebellion in Tartary, 
and the great anxiety for its suppression, has in some measure created this desire to 
maintain uninterrupted tranquillity in other parts of the empire. But at the same 
time, we cannot avoid remarking, that the proceedings of last year appear to have 
made a considerable impression ; and it must be admitted, as repeatedly demonstrated 
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in the history of oar interccjurse with this country, that a firm opposition to the 
encroachments of the Government generally, produces a favourable inclination towards 
us, after the subjects in dispute are terminated. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 1st January 1831. 

Par. 9. One of the Hong Merchants has this morning acknowledged, with a request 
that his name should not be connected with the acknowledgment, that the Governor 
had stated that the residence of English ladies at Canton was a trilling matter, a very 
small business,” as he expressed himself. The remonstrances, therefore, which w'e have 
received from the Government upon this subject, have, as we have always believed, 
originated in the suggestions of the Hong Merchants, who have unhappily ever been 
jealous of the concession of any privileges which add to the respectability of foreign 
residents. They proceed upon the principle, that the greater the depressed state of 
foreigners, the less likely is their own responsibility to be involved. 

10. Wc feel desirous that tho confidential communication from one of their own 
body should be made known to your Honourable Court, who will naturally be led to 
conclude, that much greater weight has been attached by the Canton Government to 
this question, than has been the case. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 11th February 1831. 

Par. 6. Since our arrival at Macao, wc have, in the interchange of courtesies with 
tlie local Chinese authorities, received from them exprcs.sions of their good-will and 
favourable dispositions, which have been evinced on a minor occasion by the removal 
of the restriction against Chinese being employed ns chair-bearers by English residents, 
which had become a source of much private inconvenience. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the COURT OF DIRECTORS to the Select Com- 
mittee at Canton, dated tho 13th April 1831. 

Par. 27; Upon the first point, tv. the rc.sort to Canton of European females, we 
slated in our letter of April 1829, that we could by no incan.s sanction such a step.” 
And we accordingly desire you will in future be governed by this decision, a departure 
from which led to the extreme measures of ordering up a party of seamen, and two 
carronndes, for the purpose of being placed in the Factory, to repel any attempt which 
might be made by the native authorities to enforce the observance of their prohibitory 

Edict. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE DEATH OF MR. MACKENZIE, 

AT CANTON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULl’ATIONS, 

Dated 4ili October 1830. 

The President this day arrived in Canton with his family, having left Macao the day 
previous in H. C. Cutter. On landing, the following letter was ^iclivercd to him by 
Mr. Lindsay. As the three Parsees alluded to were confined in Mr. Lindsay’s rooms, 
the President gave immediate directions for their being sent to Whampoa; and they left 
Canton the same evening in the AstelPs boat, with an order to the commanding officer 
of the H. C. S. Abercrombie Robinson, to keep them in safe custody until further 
orders 

“ To Wm. Baynes, Esq., President, &c. Select Committee. 

“ Gentlemen : 

“ An affray of a very serious nature having occurred in which Captain Mackenzie, 
commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, has lost his life, I consider it my duty to 
lay the circumstances of the case, as far as they have come to my knowledge, before you. 

“ A little before seven on the morning of the 1st October, Mr. Van Basel, acting 
Consul for the Netherlands, came to my house and requested me to accompany him to 
the house of Mr. Bovet, in which Captain Mackenzie was lying dangerously tK>unded, 
liaving been attacked the previous evening by a parly of Parsees, servants of Merwan- 
jec Hormajee, who resides in the adjoining Factory. 

** 1 forthwith accompanied him to Mr. Bovet’s, where we found Captain Mackenzie 
in a dreadful state, his head being so disfigured by the blows he had^teceived, that 
scarcely a feature was perceptible. He was still living when 1 entered the room, but 
perfectly senseless, and he expired within a few minutes. 

The statement of Mr. Bovet and several other witnesses was, that the house bad 
been attacked by a party of Parsees ; and that on Captain Mackenzie’s going to the 
door he was knocked down and dragged along the Hong, the Parsees striking him 
severe blows with iron crowbars. 

Mr. Van Basel then addressed me in the following letter, requesting my assistance 
to apprehend the suspected parties, they being British subjects. 

(Translation.) 

To H. H. Lindsay, Esq., British Factory in China. 

** Sir : 

In consequence of the assassination which was committed yesterday evening in our Hong 
by the domestics of Merwanjee, we request you to give us the assistance in your power to 
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endeavour toapprcliend the culprits, seeing that the Parsees are under the protection and 
domination of the English Companj. 

“ I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

Provisional Consul of H. M. the King of the Netherlands. 

Canton, Ist October 1830.** 


“ Conceiving, from appearances, that a murder of a most atrocious nature had been 
committed, I felt no hesitation in giving all the aid in my power, and immediately went 
to Merwanjee’s Factory in company with Captain Daniell, the senior Commander in 
Canton, and several officers and seamen. 

“ Merwanjec himself readily came forward and pointed out three of his servants 
plicated in the affray, at the same time stating the case very differently from what Mr. 
Bovet did; namely, that his servants were' the party attacked, and merely acted in self- 
defence. Merwanjee willingly committed the three men into my custody, at the same 
time expressing the most anxious desire that the affair should be thoroughly examined 
into by any British authority. I accordingly took the three men and placed them in 
confinement at my own house. 

During the course of the day an inquest was held at the Dutch Factory, which in- 
cluding adjournments, sat till five p. m. on the following day, when they came to a deci- 
sion ; and shortly after 1 received the following letter from Mr. Van Basel, enclosing the 
verdict of the jury. 


** Sir : 


To H. H. Lindsay, Esq. &c. &c. 


“ The jury assembled to investigate the causes which led to the death of Captain F. Mac- 
kenzie, of the Netherlands ship Vrow Helena, having returned their verdict, I have the 
honcHir to enclose an attested copy of the same, in order that as the Representative of the 
British Factory in Canton, you may take such measures as you may consider the occasion to 
demand. 

« The minute, of evidence ere in cour.e of being copied, and shall be fiimiahed you 
when complited. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) « M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

The Provisional Acting Netherlands Consul in China. 

^ Canton, 2d October 1830.’* 


" (Copy.) 

We, the undersigned, a Jury of Inquest summoned by M.J.Senn Van Basel, Esq. 
Provisional Netherlands Consul in China, for the purpose of inquiring into the causes which 
led to the death of the late Captain Mackenzie, of the Netherland ship Vrow Helena, having 
met on the Ist day of October, and continued by adjournment to this day, after having ex- 
amined the body, and heard all the evidence adduced, are of epiirien, ‘ That the death of 
Captain t . Mackenzie was caused by blows inflicted upon him by three Porsees, named 
Nowrojee, Framjec and Janisetjee, (servanu of Merwanjee Hormajee), in an afilray which 
‘ took place in the Dutch Hong on the SOlh ultimo.’ 


“ Given 
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** Qiven under our htfndiS at Cal^fo^^ this 2d day of October, in the year of our Lord 1630. 

(Signed) ** John Macvicar, Foreman. “ Thomas Fox. 

Samuel Russell, Lant. Dent. 

Eugenio de Otadin. G. Pahkyns. 

Charles N. Talbot. P. Ammidon, jun. 

T. 11. Graham. J. R. Latimer. 

William Pigott. William T. Spaavfortii. 

“ (For a true Copy :) 

“ The Principal Acting Netherlands Consul, 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Rasel.” 

Conceiving that the terms of the verdict, which states that the dealli of Captain 
Mackenzie was cau.sed by blows inflicted upon him ‘ in an affray,* entirely to exculpate 
the men accused from any act of wilful premeditation, and all the information I had col- 
lected on the subject tending to satisfy me that they were not the originators of the 
affray, I did not conceive it necessary to detain them any longer in custody; I there- 
fore sent for Merwanjeo, and having obtained from him a written promise, signed Iiy 
himself and Framjee Pestonjee, one of the most respectable Parsec Merchants in Canton, 
that the three men should be produced before the Select Committee on your arrival at 
Canton, I liberated the men from their confinement. 

“ On the morning of the 4th of October the Merchants called on me. and Ilowqua 
delivered to me two chops, one from the Viceroy, and the olher from the Nani hoy, re- 
lative to this affair. The purport of these edicts was to direct the men who committed 
the deed to be kept in strict confinement, and await the Viccroy’.s decision. Thinking 
it probable, from this interference on tlu* part of the Chinese Government, that they 
might endeavour to assume a right to take cognizance of tlie cascj I consider it the best 
plan that the three men should again lie taken into custody, and tlierc remain until your 
arrival. 

“ I therefore sent to Merwaiijee, and he instantly brought the three men with him, 
whom I placed in conffnernent, as before, in my house. 

I then, at the request of Howquu, explained, to the best of my knowledge, the 
circumstances which led to the affray^ which he took down in writing, aild told me he 
should directly send it to the Viceroy. The following is the substance of the informa- 
tion I gave : 

“ The following is the substance of a Chop sent in by the Merchants, October 4tli, 
1830: 

“ Mr. Bovet ordered a private lock to be put on the back door of the Dutch Hong, 
which is a public door for all inmates of the said Hong. Merwanjee, wishing to go out, 
asked for the key, which was refused. Menvanjec sent a second time a European clerk, 
and was again refused. He then ordered three of his servants to break the Jock. Mr. 
Bovet then came with a sword, and attacked them. The Paisees took the sword out of 
his Iiand. Mr. Bovet ran away, crying out for help. Captain Mackenzie, hearing the 
noise, came out to assist, and struck one of the Parsees with his umbrella. The Parsecs 
then struck him on the head with wooden clubs, or sticks. At 7 a. m. next morning he 
died of the wounds received. The three men are in confinement at the British Factory, 
waiting the arrival of the Chief, who will, on his arrival, direct the case to be clearly inves- 
tigated. 


CHINA I'AITI?,. 


(B.) 

Death of 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


3 M 2 


“ The 



CHINA PAPFRS. 

TbT 

Death ot 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


450 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT w the 

“ The Factory having this morning arrived in Caiiton» I take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of laying these circumstanceabeforeyour Boaid. The facts, as stated by me to 
the Merchants, contain an outline of the case, which will be more clearly explained to 
you when you are in possession of the evidence taken at the inquest; I must however 
remark, that Mr. Bovet’s previous behaviour had been such, on various occasions, as to 
make it the subject of general conversation; and only a few days previous to this fatal 
event, a remonstrance was, to my knowledge, made to the Hong Merchants, stating 
that, unless some means were adopted to prevent his violent and unreasonable conduct, 
apprehensions were entertained that it must eventually lead to some serious affray. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

‘‘ Canton, (Signed) “ H. H Lindsay.” 

Uh October, 1830.” 


“ To the Commanding Officer of the IL C. ship Abercrombie Robinson. 

“ Sir: 

‘‘ The bearer of this letter will deliver into your charge three Parsees, whom I 
hereby direct you to keep in safe custody until further orders. 

“ I do not wish that any unnecessary severity should be exercised in confining these 
men beyond what may be required to prevent their escape, against which every precau- 
tion must be taken. 

I remain, &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) “ Wm. Baynes.” 

** 4th October J830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

5th October 1830. 

The following Letter, enclosing the depositions taken in consequence of the death 
ot Captain Mackenzie, was received from Mr. Senn Van Basel, the provincial acting 
Netherlands Consul. 

(Translation.) 

“ To William Baynes, Esq , Chief for all British Affairs in China. 

“ Sir: 

“ We have the honour to remit to you an attested copy of all the depositions made 
during the investigation on the death of Captain Mackenzie, and upon which the jury 
gave their verdict, which we had the honour to send to Mr. Lindsay on the 2d instant 
during your absence. 

“ We take this opportunity to tender our thanks for the assistance we have received 
from Mr. Lindsay whilst acting on your behalf, and for his offer to give us every 
assistance in his power during the investigation of this unfortunate affair. 

** We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M, J. Senn Van Basel, 

Prov. Netherlands Consul in China.” 

The 
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The following Documents were received from the Merchants. 

The Merchants, concerning Captain Mackenzie. 

A respectful communication concerning the Dutch Captain Map-kun-che (Mac- 
kenzie) having been wounded to death. We have at present received an order from the 
Viceroy, commanding us to examine and report, ancl also to communicate the order to 
you, gentlemen. Accordingly we now take a copy of the Governor’s order, and send 
it to you, hoping that you will examine and act in accordance with it. This is the 
burden we impose on you. We specially make this communication, and with compli- 
ments subscribe ourselves. 

(Signed) HowgUA. 

“ To Messrs. Baynes, &c. “ Mowqua. 

8 in. 17 d.” (12 Names.) 
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From Governor Lc, respecting the death of Captain Mackenzie, 
dated 2d October. 

Lc, Member of the Military Board, Governor, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 
for their full information : 

“ On the 16th day of the 8th moon of Taou Kwang, Wan-che-hwang, the Foo- 
tseang of Kwang Chow-hie, reported that Fan-ting-yew, the Tseintsung, at the Se- 
kwan guard house belonging to the Left Battalion, had officially stated to him that 
Ilwang-teen-gan, a street soldier, had informed him that on the 15th of the present 
month, at the Dutch Foreign P^actory, No. 4, a Dutch Captain Ma-keen-che (Ala- 
kenzie) had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes P'eiluii 
(Fearoii), Malowmangce (Merwanjeo), and others. Feilun and the others headed"* 
some foreigners with sharp weapons, with which tliey stabbed and wounded Mackenzie’s 
head and body, which caused his death. The Supracargoes of the several nations im- 
mediately secured the murderers. It is now intended to send them back to their own 
country, to be tried, &c. 

Thus the affair was stated to the Tsein-tsung, who stated it to me, who hold the 
mean office of P^oo-tseang, and I write the facts, and lay the affair before your Ex- 
cellency. 

Thus the affair came before me, the Governor, and on examination, I find that 
foreigners in China causing the death of foreigners, have for a long time past always 
been reported by the Ilong Merchants to the Heen Magistrate, that he might examine 
the body, and report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the 
facts. 

“ Now in the foreigner Mackenzie’s case, how the bloody quarrel originated, how 
he was wounded, and his death caused, has not been reported by the said Hong Mer- 
chants. An order is hereby issued to them, requiring them immediately to examine 
distinctly into the origin of the quarrel, why the Dutch Captain, Mackenzie had an 
altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun, Malowmangee and 

others, 


• Or led forth. 
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others, so that they wounded and cauMd his death ; also what the name and suniarae of 
the murderer* is, and send back a li^e report, that having proof,, the affair may be 
managed. 

“ Moreover, as to the murderer in custody, direct the said nation’s Chief to keep 
him under a severe and strict guard, and wait for our management of the affair. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. ^ 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th month, 16th day.” 


Wg deem it an act of justice to state, that the criminal charge preferred against 
Mr. Fearon, who is represented in the foregoing report to have headed the assailants in 
the late disastrous affray, is t^ally groundless. The testimony of every witness examined 
at the Netherlands Consulate acquits Mr. Fearon of all participation in the quarrel ; 
and subsequent inquiry leads us to believe that the Chinese soldier who sent in to his 
superiors the first official narrative, received his information from Mr. Bovet. 


“ Pwan, the Nanhae Magistrate, ^concerning Mackenzie’s death, dated October 4th ; 

received 5th, 1830. 

“ PwAN, Nanhae Heen, &c. hereby issues orders to the Hong Merchants, for their 
full information. It appears on record that at the Dutch Foreign Factory, a Dutch 
Captain, Mackenzie, had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supra- 
cargoes I'eilum and MaUncmanche, Feiliin and the other ledf forth foreigners, bearing 
."sharp weapons, with which they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie’s head, and caused 
his death. 

‘‘ Yesterday t was received a notification from the Governor, saying, that in cases of 
foreigners causing the death of forcigner.s, the practice for a long time has been, that 
the I long Merchants should report to the Heen that he might examine the body, and 
report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the facts; but on the 
present occasion the Hong Merchants have not reported how the bloody quarrel arose, 
in which the foreigner Mackenzie was wounded and killeil. Let the Heen immediately 
command (the Merchants) to examine clearly into the subject, and make a general 
report. At the same time, let the Heen examine the body of the foreigner, delineate on 
paper the situation of his wounds, and report to all the superior officers, that they may 
4‘xamine into the facts. 

At that time I issued orders to the said Merchants to obey accordingly, but from 
that time to this tliey have not yet presented a petition requesting an examination of 
the body, which very much indicates a trifling with the subject. 

“ Oil examination it appears that foreigners, when in this country they commit 
crimes, it right that they should implicitly obey the orders of the Government of the 

Celestial 


* Or murderers. 

t 'riiis phrase denotes in the original, acting as a leader or commander to a party, 
t Or, the other day. 
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Celiatcuil Empire^ and. await for examination and management. How can they be 
allowed to indulge in obstinate opposition. 

On search being made, it is found that in the 45th year of Keen Lung (a.d. 1780), 
there was one Lewshe, a French foreign sailor, who being drunk, and having quarrelled 
with his companion AJheaJta^ took a knife and killed Akenla. He fled, and hid himself, 
but was taken. In that case the report was made by the Hong Merchants to the Heen 
to examine the body, interrogate the witnesses, and report to his superiors, for their 
management. 

Searching further back, there have been several cases in which foreigners have 
killed foreigners, and heretofore they have all been managed thus. In this case the 
affair is the same in law, and doubtless should be managed in the same manner. 

I now write the above circumstances, and send a co^y of the Edict to the said 
Hong Merchants for their obedience, that they immediately make themselves clearly 
acquainted with the recorded cases, and make an accurate inquii^ into the causes how 
the bloody quarrel arose, in which he was wounded and killed; also where the corpse 
now is; whether it be interred or not? What the name and surname of the murderous 
foreigner* is ? Whether or not he has been taken ? Let an immediate and true answer 
be sent to these questions, that I, the Heen Magistrate, may, having proof, examine 
the body, interrogate tlie parties, and report to superior ofHcers. Oppose not. A 
special Edict. 

Appended is a report made to the Emperor in the case of Lew-slie killing Akeala, 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 8th month, 18th day. (Oct. 4tf), 1830,)” 
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A report made by Keolepa, the then Governor of Canton, to His Imperial Majesty 
Keen Lung, in 45tb year, being a.d. 1780-1, 12th moon, 24tli day. 

Keolepa, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. issues this 
document to inform the Honourable Nooyuen, the Tetuh, and the Hoppo, concerning 
certain affairs. 

On the 24th day of Uie i2th month of the 45tb year of Keen Lung, I united witli 
the Honourable the Fooyuen Le, in presenting a respectful memorial to His Majesty 
(of which the following is a copy). 

“ A memorial for the purpose of giving, or causing to be Aeard (by the Emperor) a 
certain business. 

We humbly consider that Canton is the general resort of foreign ships, which have 
faevetofore all remained at Whampoa, being there anchored. 

A French foreigner, Lew she, and a Portuguese foreigner, Akeala, acting as sailoq| on 
board of a Hungmanf ship, came to Canton. On the 11th day of the 10th moon of the 

46tii 


• Or foreigners. 

t Hungmaiii **rc(l bristled,'* was formerly an appellation of the Dutch ; latterly it has been distmrtue oi t'.r 
English, 
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45th year of Keen Lung, in the al't^rnoon, tiiey went to Efung Hong in quest of a F^ortu* 
gue^ supracargo, Melanta, to be djjl^loyed as sailors. In consequence of Melania having 
gone to Macao, one Pingtoo, a Portuguese third supracargo, detained them for tlie time 
being in the Hong. That night both of them slept in the same room. Akeala .said to 
Lewshc, that when he went to buy things in the shops he was in the liabit of stealing, and 
ridiculed his worthlessness. Lewshe also reproached the other with stealing things, till 
at last they came to angry strife, and Akeala tookiput a knife he carried about him, and 
scored Lewshe a wound on his right jaw. Lewshe turned round and wished to run, when 
he further received two slashing wounds on his lefl side behind. Lewsbe's passion being 
excited, he drew his knife to defend himself, and gave two slashing wounds to Akeala on 
his right side, from which he immediately fell and expired. 

** The Hong Merchants reported the occurrence to the Nanhae Magistrate, who 
examined clearly the wounds on the dead body, and ordered the French Chief to deliver up 
Lewshe to be interrogaUlll& In his evidence he acknowledged, without denial the preceding 
circumstances, and Lewshe was sentenced to be strangled. This being reported to the 
higher authorities, we again examined and found that in the 2.5th year of Keen Lung, a 
Dutch sailoSff Weilim Pcetsc, being in China, with a knife slashed to death Keet che Na, a 
foreigner. Le, a former Governor^ in accordance with foreign laws, forthwith put him to 
death on board the ship wher^e committed the offence, and so concluded the affair, as 
is on record. 

On tke present occasion, the French sailor, Lewshe, caused the death of the Portuguese 
foreigner Akeala. The circumstances and the crimes were the same, and it is therefore 
right to act in imitation of the precedent. We, therefore, on the 19th day of the 11th 
moon, deputed the Footseung of the Middle Battalion, Yung-gan, and the Tsantscang 
Metozc jin, together with the Le teen pei, the Che-foo of Kwang Chow, and Seu-yu-fan, 
Nan-hac-Hecn, to summon altogether the respective foreigners (or heads of companies), 
to take the murderous foreigner, Lewshe, to the front of the Efung Hong, the place where 
he had committed the offence, and in the sight of all equally, according to law, using a cord, 
squeeze him to death, in order to illustrate the laws of the nation. 

The acting Judge, Chinshing-tsoo, prepared in order the confessions, and reported them 
to US. Besides informing the Supreme Board of these confessions, we now unite the circum- 
stances and reasons of our proceedings, and report them to tlie throne, prostrate, begging 
that the Emperor over all will, with his intuitive wisdom, direct the Board to examine and 
conform and concede, that it may be done. Reverently reported, &c. 

“ Now on the 2l8t of the 3d moon of the 46th year of Keen Lung, being on the road at 
Yi^chow, the Vermilion reply has been received, saying, 

% < Let the appropriate Board know it. Respect this.' ” 


Uniting these circumstances, we forthwith by letter inform the appropriate Sze, 
that he may meet with the Pooching Sze, and transmit the order to be reverently obeyed, 
examined, and acted on without opposition. 

“ One letter to be sent to the Nooyuen, another to the Tetuh, and a third to the 
Hoppo, who are all styled Honourable. 

Keen Lung, 22d day, Sd moon, 46th year.” 
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Hoo, the Pwanyu Magistrate, concerning Captain Mackenzie's death, October 4th ; 

received October 5th 1830. 

Hoo, the Pwanyn Hcen, issues this for the purpose of transferring the commands of 
a .superior, that obedience may be paid thereto. 

On the 18lh day of the 8th moon of tlie lOth year of Taoukwnng, I received from 
the Fooyueri a document, and opening it found it as follows: 
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“ On the IGth day of the 8th moon of the 10th year of Taoukwang. Wancliehwun, the 
Sliow-foo-tseang of Kvvang-chow-cliing, stated that Fan-ting-yew, the Tsecn-isung at 
the 8c<k\van guardhouse, belonging to the Left Battalion, had reported to him that 
Kwang-tcen-gan, a street soldier, had informed him, that on the l.'ith of the prcsLMit 
month, at the Dutch Foreign Factory No. 1*, a Dutch Captftin, Me-kecu-clie (Mackenzie), 
had an altcrcatioii and angry qnr.rrel with the Parsee Snpracargoes Fnilum, Malowmangee, 
and others. Feiluiii and the others headed,^ horiie foreigners with sharp weapons, with 
uhich tlu'y stabbed and wounded Maeken/io’s head and body, which amused his death. 
I'lie Supracargoes of tlic several nations immediately secured the rnnrderers.f Jt is now 
intended to send them back to their own country to b^tried, &c. 

“ 'I’lius the affair enme before me, the Fooyucn, and accordingly I, besides passing it to 
the Ciawclui/c, that he might transfer my orders and enjoin obedience th^feto, unite the 
above circumstancevS, and send this prepared dorument to the Heen magistrate, that he 
may forthwith, in obedience liercto, make baste, and in company with the Nan hae liccn, 
take the Linguist and the oflici.al Examiner of dead bodies, belonging to the Criminal 
Office, and go and fake iMacken/ie’s body, and immediately examine it, delineate on paper 
the situation of hi.s wounds, and report to all the superior officers. At the same tftie, let 
them examine clearly htnv tlie flireigncrs Feilun and others comiueneed the bloody quarrel 
and angry strife, and led foith the foreigners, who with sharp weapons stabbed and 
wounded Mackenzie .so that he died ; and also what are the names of the murderous 
foicigners; and let them the same da^' write out the evidence, and exolbine according to 
ea.^es that have formerly taken plac:e ; consult together, and report to all the superior 
officers, that they may manage according to ihe facl.s, Are. 

“ I, the Pwon yii Hein, having received this, besidc.s .sending it to the Nan hae 
Heen, that be may accompany me to examine the body, also unite the above circum- 
stances, and forthwith i.ssue an order for your information. When the order peaches 
you, the Hong Merchants Woo-sliovv,J Chang and the others, make yourselves fully 
acquainted with the subject, and immediately communicate the order to the Linguists, 
that they may go to the Dutch Foreign Factory and order the body to be delivered up; 
and then wait till I, in company with the Nan hae Heen, arrive personally to examine it. 
Do you the said Merchants also examine clearly what are the names of the murderous 
foreigners,^ and the causes whence the bloody quarrel originated, and report l^k 
again. Oppose not. A special Edict. 

“Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 18 th day. (October 4lh, 1830).” 

EXTRACT 


3 N 


• Or led forth. 


t Ormurderor. 


1 Howqun, jun. 


§ Or foreigner. 



UNA PAPER:*. 


456 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

6th October 1830. 

We write the following letter to Mr. Van Basel, acknowledging the receipt of his 
address recorded under the date 5th instant. 

“ To M. J. Senn Van Basel, Esq., Provisional Netherlands Consul in China^ 

« Sir : 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing a copy 
of the depositions taken during the investigation held at the Netherlands Consulate^ 
upon the death of Captain F. Mackenzie, Commander of the Dutch ship Vrow 
Helena. 

Wc shall take into consideration the circumstances attending this melancholy 
affair without delay. 

“ We have honour to be, &c.” 

Canton, 6th October 1830.*^ Signed by the Select Committee. 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

7th October 1830. 

The Committee assembled to take into consideration what measures it might be 
proper:?^ to adopt in consequence of the unfortunate death of Captain Mackenzie, three 
British subjects being implicated in the affair. 

The Committee, after having perused with attention the depositions taken before M. 
Sen Vann Basel, were unanimously of opinion that any further examination of witnesses 
by them would Jbe unnecessary and impolitic. In the present case, the verdict of an 
English jury would probably be that of manslaughter ; but were it even a case of 
murder, we have no authority to institute judicial proceedings ; and no difference of 
opinion can exist as to the extreme impolicy of allowing the Chinese Government to 
interfere where their own countrymen are not concerned. 

Although, judging from the documents previously recorded, it would seem that 
the Chinese Goveriiniciit does in principle take cognizance of the acts of foreigners 
among themselves; yet the indifference evinced by the Hong Merchants, and the 
documents being addressed generally to the foreign nations’ Chiefs, would incline to 
the belief, that in practice it cares little to interfere. Unfortunately, however, any 
disturbance in which foreigners are engaged is almost sure to afford a rich harvest to 
many of the officers of this corrupt government, who in consequence are ever on the 
watch to, take advantage of any opportunity to* exact from the Hong Merchants. 
Casual interruptions to the trade injure not or involve the authorities of Canton ; and 
it is only when the stoppage of commercial transactions is lengthened to a period 
which interferes with the collection of the imperial duties that they are alarmed for the 
consequences. It should be the great object of the Company’s representatives in this 
country to impress upon them the idea, that interruptions and annoyances when once 
commenced are not so easily or quickly arranged, and above all, to inculcate the 

maxim. 
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maxim) that though the trade may have its advantages, these will never be purchased, — 
by .Englishmen at least, at the price of nationar disgrace. Submission to insult has ^®*) 

shown the Chinese how valuable is the trade, and they have acted accordingly, in too Mr^lackenzie 

many instances, in interrupting and annoying it ; and hence perhaps has originated the 
erroneous supposition, that to them the trade is a matter of indifference. The Com- 
mittee are prepared to act with decision, but are unwilling to be dragged into the 
business, and consider it their duty to keep as much in tlie back ground as possible 
until compelled to take a part ; but in regard to the three Parsees, the best course 
appears to be to send them by the first opportunity to Bombay. After they arc out 
of the country, the Viceroy must see the difficult situation in which he places himself 
in prolonging a question and taking up a position from which he must recede, should 
he demand the surrender of the culprits. As copies of the above documents have been 
received by Mr. Sen Van Basel, and as he has in the first instance instituted the 
invQ.sligation, we shall leave to him the task of replying to the inquiries of the 
Government. It is proper to observe, that Mr. 8en Van Basel, in the interviews 
he has hud with the President on the subject, has testified his concurrence in the 
measures prof)osed to be adopted by the Committee in sending the Parsees to Bombay, 
and tliat no wish has been expressed by him of having them delivered over to the 
Chinese laws. 

It is resolved, therefore, to send the three Parsees to Bombay by the ship Edmon- 
stone, nowon the eve of departure, together with the depositions taken before the 
Netherlands Consul, for the full information of the Honourable the Governor in 
Council Copies of the depositions we shall transmit to England, numbers in the 
packets of the Honourable Company’s ships Thomas Coutts and Duchess of Athol. 

In searching the records for precedent.s, the Committee perceive, in the Consultations 
of the 14th December 1780, that precisely the same view was taken by the Select 
( oinmittee of that period as to the dangerous precedent of allowing the (Miinese 
Government to interfere in cases of homicide where their own subjects are not con- 
cerned. As the case appears somewhat similar, the extract is now recorded. 


Extract from the Diary of Consultations, &c. for the year 1780. 

The following is the aise referred to by the Governor of Canton in his Edict relating 
to Captain Mackenzie’s death : 

Some time ago a Ireiich seaman belonging to the Success galley country sliip killed 
a Portuguese sailor belonging to the Stormont, in one of the merchant’s houses. The 
man took refuge at the French Consul s, where he remained for many days, hut at last 
was given up to the Chinese, and was this morning publicly strangled by order of the 
Fooyuen. Phis is the first instance of one European being executed for the murder of 
another, and appears to' be a very dangerous precedent, os it may involve Europeans in 
inextricable difficulties, if even by accident one man should kill another. The man exe- 
cuted to-day could have no trial of common justice. The affair happened between him 
and the deceased in Seunqua’s Hong at night, nobody knowing of the quarrel till the 
Stormont s man was killed ; and we do not understand that the Chinese Government 
took any means in their courts to find out the truth. Foreigners are not here allowed 
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the benefit of Chinese Itiws, though in this instance one of tliem suffers by the rigoui? of 
tiiem, nor have they any privileges in common with the natives. They ave governed 
merely by such rules as the Madurins for the time being declare to be their will ; and 
the reason why so few inconveniences happen from irregularities is, that the officers of 
government on such occasions rather choose to exact money from the Security Mer- 
chants, Compradores, &c. than use rigorous methods, by which they gain nothing; their 
corruption tlierel’ore in part is the foreigner's security/* 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

October 10, 1H30. 

By the EdinonNlonc, bound for Bombay, we direct our Secretary to write the follow- 
ing letter to Mr. Secretary Ncwnhain : 

“ To William Newnbam, Esq., Cbief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

“ Sir : 

Par. 1. I AM directed by tlie President and Select Committee to make known to 
\ou, for the information of the Honourable the Governor in Council, the following cir- 
cumstances which have lately occurred in Canton, 

“ 2 . On the evening of the 30th September an aflray took place in what is called the 
Dutch Hong in Canton, in which a Captain Mackeir/ie, ct)mmander of the Dutch ship 
Wow Helena, lost his life in con.sequence of w'ounds inflicted by three Parsees, by name, 
\owrojce, Frainjee and Jamseljoe, servants of Merwanjee Ilormajee, a Parsee Merchant, 
residing in ('anton. 

“ 3. Tliis affray appears to Imve originated in a mihunderstunding, in consequence of 
a Mr. Bovet, a Swiss, by profession a watchmaker, who resides in the same Hong with 
Merwanjee liorihajee, arrogating to himself the right of keeping possession of u key, and 
by that means closing a public way lending into the street. It appears that Merw'anjee 
Horniajee sent several limes to demand this key, which demand not being complied with, 
he directed liis servants to break the lock, which they did. Mr. Bovet hearing what 
was going on, ran out with a sword, which he attempted to draw on the three Parsee 
servants above mentioned, and on the sword being wrested from him, ran away, crying 

Murder," which Captain Mackenzie, who resides in apartments in the same Hong, 
hearing, came out to his (BovePs) assistance, and struck with an iiiiibrella the Par- 
sees, who then fell upon him, and with the sticks with which they had forced the locks 
indicted the wounds, of whicii he died on the following day. 

4*. The first official intimation the b’clect Committee received of this unfortunate 
occurrence was a letter from Mr Senn Van Basil, the Provisional Netherlands Consul, 
inclosing a certified copy of the depositums taken in the investigation he had instituted 
into the circumstances of the death of Captain Mackenzie. 

“ 5. On the receipt of these documents the Committee lost no time in ussembiing lu 
take into consideration the measures it might he proper to adopt in consequence of three 
British subjects being implicated in the affair. 

“ 6. The Honourable the Go\crnor in Council is no doubt aware of the peculiar 

situation 
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Situation in whieh the representatives of the Honourable Company and the English 

nation are placed in this country, without the authority to act judicially, or even per- 
haps strictly speaking to administer an oath, which could be received as evidence in an 
English court of justice; the uncertainty that exists whether any or what notice would be 
taken by the Chinese Oovernment of the acts of foreigners where death occurred, added 
to the difficulties of the situation in which the Representatives of the Company found 
themselves jilaced. For, should the Chinese authorities have demanded the surrender 
of the Parsees, for the purpose of being tried by the sanguinary law of this empire, tlie 
President and Select Committee clearly perceived the impossibility of a compliance; 
and after giving the subject mature deliberation, no other course appeared open to them 
but that of removing the Parsees from Canton as soon as possible, and sending them by 
the first opportunity to Bombay, with all the evidence transmitted to the SeTect Com-- 
inittce by Mr. Senn Van Basil. 

“ 7. In consequence, the three Piirsees, Nowrojee, Framjee, and Jamsetjee, have 
been sent on board the country ship Kdmonstoiie, with orders to the Commander to 
carry them to Bombay, and to detain them on board until he has received instructions 
from the Honourable the Governor in Council on the subject. 

“ 8. The President and Select Committee do not consider themselves competent to 
give an opinion as to the nature of the crime which by the laws of England would attach 
to the Parsees in quc.stion, but consider it their duty to observe that the conduct of Mr. 

Bovet, in taking possession of a key, to which he had no right, and in attacking the 
Parsees with a sword (which facts are undisputed), has excited in this community a strong 
feeling of indignation against him, which is perhaps heightened by his well-known quar- 
relsome di.spo.sition, and from his having been the indirect cau.se of the death of an inno- 
cent man in the person of Captain Mackenzie. 

9. I have the honour to enclose a copy of the letter received from Mr. Senn Van 
Basil, together with the depo.silions rcfci-red to, and remain, 

“ Sir, &c. Ike. 

(Signed) “ George Best Robinson, 

‘‘ Candpnjiltli October 1830.” “ Acting Secretary.” 

EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 12th October 1830. 

In pursuance of the resolution adopted in the Consultation, October the 7tb, we direct 
our Secretary to write the following Letter to Captain Hadley, ordering Jiim to receive 
the three Parsees on board his ship : 

To Captain Hadley, Commander of the Country Ship Edrnonstone. 

“ Sir : 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to request that 3 ^ou will lake 
charge of the three Par.sees ; named NoMTojee, h'ramjee and Jamseljee, prisoners on 
board the Honourable Company's ship Abercrombie Robin.son, and conve}^ them to 
Bombay, where you will be pleased to await the uistructions of the Honourable the 

Governor 
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Governor in Council for their future disposal. I am also directed to desire that the 
accompanying Despatches may be delivered to the Secretary to Government on your 
arrival at Bombay. 

I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Gborge Best Robiksok, 

Canton, 12th October 1830.” ‘‘ Secretary.” 


Our Secretary is likewise directed to write the following Letter to the commanding 
officer on board the Honourable Company’s ship Abercrombie Robinson : 


To the Commanding Officer on board the Honourable Company’s Ship 
Abercrombie Robinson. 


“ Sir: 

“ 1 AM directed by the President and Select Committee to direct that the three Par- 
sees, named Nowrojee, Framjee and Jamsetjee, prisoners on board the Abercrombie 
Robinson, be delivered to Captain Hadley, Commander of the country ship Edmonstone. 

I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) George Best Robinson, . 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830.”. “ Secretary.” 


To the Merchants, by Pwan the Nan-hac-IIeen, on the case of Captain Mackenzie’s 
death; dated 11th October, received 12lh, 1830. 

Pwan, promoted by Imperial Order, hereby isbues an Order to the Hong Mer- 
chants for their full information. 

It is substantiated that these Merchants have presented a petition, in which they 

say. 

‘‘We have humbly and respectfully received your Benevolence's official Order, 
on opening which we find it stated — [Here follows a Copy of No. 2, before trans- 
lated.] 

‘‘ On receiving this we, the Hong Merchants, in obedience thereto, immediately 
instituted an inquiry into the several topics. It is authenticated that the Dutch Flag- 
keeping Chief, Fan-pa-shin, said verbally, on the 16th of the 8th moon, having heard 
that Captain Mackenzie had been wounded, and died, we immediately assembled outside 
nation’s Foreign Merchants. Twelve persons, all having sworn that they would inves- 
tigate according to the truth, examined the body, and found that the wounds had 
been inflicted on the forehead and other places with wooden bludgeons, and that he 
had died in consequence of the wounds. They strictly inquired who inflicted the 
wounds, and found that they were not natives of this country, but Indian white -head 
(Parsec) foreigners, Fa-Ian-chc, Now-lochc, Yans-ayche, three persons, who, with a 
wooden bludgeon, thrashed and wounded Mekcenche, and caused his death. The 
three murderers, foreigners, have been apprehended. These murderers, foreigners, 
Fa-lan-che, NoA-loclie and Yans-ayche, were delivered over to the English Company’s 
Chief, to be kept under strict custody till they are sent to their country, to be justly 
tried accortling to foreign laws. As to Makeenche s body, it was by the foreigners 

coffined 
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coffined on the 16th of the month, and sent to Whampoa in a foreign boat, where it 
was interred. It is earnestly entreated that opening the coffin and examining the body 
may be dispensed with, and the foreigners will be very grateibl. Thus the aifair came 
before us, the Hong Merchants; and we immediately went to the English Foreign 
Factory to inquire, and found that the said murderers, foreigners, Fa-]an>che, &c 
three in number, had been sent down by the English Company’s Chief to Whampoa, 
on board a foreign ship, where they were kept in close custody. Uniting these circum- 
stances, we report distinctly, in reply to the order we received to examine into the 
facts, &c. I, the Nan-hae-Heen, find that in cases of homicide it is absolutely necessary 
to examine clearly the wounds on the body, and to investigate clearly how the bloody 
quarrel arose ; also who struck first, and who afterwards, who was the principal mur- 
derer, and who accessary; then a discrimination may be made, and the crime decided 
on. It is never the case that the wounds oii the body should remain unexamined, nor 
who commenced the bloody quarrel should remain uninquired into, nor who was the 
person that inflicted such a wound. Thus the business may be managed. Further, it 
is found that a long time past, repeatedly, when foreigners caused the death of foreigners, 
the Ilong Merchants reported to the Heen Magistrate to examine the body, interrogate 
the parties, report to the superiors, and manage. In this case the affair is the same, 
and ought to be managed in the same manner. 

‘‘ How the Dutch Flag-keeping Chief, Han-pa-Shin, has not inquired clearly into 
the causes of the bloody quarrel, nor stated who inflicted the blow in such a place, 
nor who struck previously, and wlio afterwards, nor pointed out all the circumstances 
minutely, but abruptly requests that an examination of tlie body may be dispensed with 
This is very wrong. 

And the murderers being natives of a dependency of England, the said nation’s 
Company’s Chief, in refusing to speak on the subject, has acted still more impro- 
perly. 

Writing these tilings, I hereby issue an order to the Hong Merchants to transmit 
immediately my orders to the English Company’s Ciiief and the Dutch Flag-keeping 
Chief, to inquire instantly into the causes of the bloody quarrel, what persons used 
what thing, and inflicted a wound in what place ; also, who previously and who after- 
wards struck the blows. Let these circumstances be stated in reply, and according to 
the laws of the nation, to who it is tliat determines the crime on this kind of murderous 
foreigners; that having proof, I may repair in person to examine the body, discriminate 
and manage, according to the facts. Do not indulge in confused reservations, for doing 
so will involve you in serious guilt. Hasten ! Hasten ! A special Edict. 

“ I'aoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 25th day.” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

The 13th October 1830. 

We have this day received from the Merchants, the following Edict from the 
Quaiigchow Foo, relative to Captain Mackenzie’s case. 

“ Governor Lc, by the Kwanchow Foo, requiring the body of Captain Mackenzie 
to be delivered up to the Chinese by the Dutch, and the three murderers by the 
English. Dated October 12th, 1830, received 13th. 

“ Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, to the Hong Merchants. 

“ On the 25th of the 8th moon, of the lOtli year of Taoukwang, respectliilJy was 
received an official document from Le, Governor of Canton, &c. It is proved by 
papers on record, that tlie Kw’anchow T.,ee reported concerning a Dutch foreigner, 
Mekeenchee. — [Here follows a copy of the soldier’s report before translated. Next the 
orders the Governor gave to the Hong Merchants, already translated.] 

“ On examination it is found that for a long time past foreigners being in this 
country and causing the death of foreigners, in every case the local officers have inter- 
rogated the parties, examined the body, and reported to their superiors. The murderers, 
though in this country, were punished according to foreign la^s. 

“ In the present case the Dutch foreigner was killed by an Indian foreigner, India 
is under the Government of the English; it is therefore right to order the said nation's 
Company’s Chief to take the murderers, foreigners, and deliver them up for trial and 
judgment. 

“ That which tlie Kwanchow T^ee stated in his report, that all the (’hiefs wished to 
send the party back to their own country to be prosecuted, is contrary to old regulations, 
and decidedly cannot be allowed. 

Beside directing the Nan-hae-lleen to command forthwith the Hong Merchants to 
cominimicatc it authoritatively and distinctly to the Pmglish Chief, that he must 
examine and eonform to the old cases in law, and hasten to take the murderers, and 
investigate clearly who was head, and who followers, and on the same day deliver them 
lip and wait for our management according to the repeatedly recorded precedents. 

The Celestial Empire’s laws and regulations decidedly will not endure the least 
opposition. When the murderers, foreigners, arc delivered up, let the said Keen 
immediately report for investigation. 

‘‘ Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the said Foo, to take under 
his direction the said Hcen, and manage safely and swiftly, and without opposition, 
&c.” 

On the same day was further received from Le, the Governor of Canton, a docu- 
ment as follows : 

[Here the soldier’s first report, and the order to examine the body are 
repeated.] 

But up to this day no examination or report has taken place. It is found that 
heretofore foreigners in this country causing the death of foreigners, it has always 

been 
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been the case that the remains were examined by the local officers. Now, in the present 
casef the affair should be managed according to old precedents. It is impossible to 
allow foreigners to indulge in procrastination. 

** Let the Nan-hae-Heen immediately communicate orders to the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to ascertain where the coffined body is, and order the Dutch foreigner to 
deliver up the body to be ready for examination. Let the said Hecn make haste, and 
report back that having proof a Weiynen may be deputed and join the others, and go to 
examine the wounds on the body, and report generally to superior officers, that they 
may manage according to the facts. The case compromises the laws of the Celestial 
Empire, and it must not be presumed to disobey. How can it be permitted to the said 
foreigners to act os they please, and when an inquest should be taken, not take an 
inquest. The said Keen must not again delay; he will thereby incur guilt. 

An order is also hereby sent to the said Foo, to take the lead of the said Heen, 
and immediately examine clearly, and give orders to deliver up the coffined body, and 
to wait till a Weiynen be deputed to join the party and examine the remains. No delay 
is allowed. Hasten ! hasten ! 

“ This coming to me Kwangchow Foo Tse [he here reiterates the orders of the pre- 
ceding without any additional remark, except a threat that disobedience will involve the 
parties in great guilt],” 


CHINA IMPEIIS 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 18th October 1830, 

“ To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

“ We have received from the Merchants your Excellency's Letter, demanding the 
surrender of three Parsecs, British subjects, wlio were implicated in the late affray in 
the Dutch Hong, in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life. 

‘‘ Wc have to inform your Excellency that the three men in question have been sent 
to Bombay to be tried by the laws of England; and if, on examination, it shall appear 
that they were not the aggressors, that they were first attacked by a person with an 
offensive weapon, a sword, it will operate very strongly in their favour, and their 
punishment will not be so severe as it otherwise would have been. The Dutch Chief, 
under whose protection the deceased was, has sent us the depositions taken in evidence 
before him, which we have transmitted with the Parsecs to Bombay. By this evidence 
it appears that a person residing in the Dutch Hong, took posses.sion of a key, and 
stopped up a public way ; that on these Parsees attempting to break the lock, they were 
attacked by a person with a sword, who then ran away; Captain Mackenzie hearing the 
disturbance, came up at the moment, and with an umbrella struck the men, who there- 
upon, it being dark, returned the blows of which he died. The Dutch Chief has not 
complained of our having sent the men away; there is no one who petitions; of what 
use is it therefore to lengthen discussions without an object, for the men are gone ; why 
disturb the remains and repose of the dead, which are held so sacred in all civilized coun- 

3 O tries ; 
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tries; the surgeons have exam uted and disfiguired tlie body ; how then cati the wounds- be 
discovered ? We pray your ExceNency to give orders that the body be not agdin dis- 
turbed, a ceremony so revolting to all foreigners. 

We have thus given your Excellency a statement of the aflair, which is in accord- 
ance with evidence we have received, and hope your Excellency will there let the 
matter rest. If the men, by the laws of England, are found guilty, they will most 
asburedly be punished.” 

Signed by the President. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th Octol>er 1830. 

The Committee having assembled to meet the Hong Merchants, Ilowqim proceeded 
to speak to the following purpose, having, in the first place, particularly requested that 
all he said should be taken down in writing : 

‘‘ Yesterday all the. Hong Merchants waited on the Viceroy, who told us that the 
rommittee had sent in a chop the previous day, stating that the three Parsees demanded 
by Government were gone away, and cannot therefore be delivered up for trial. 

The Viceroy says, that this proceeding is in opposition to the C hinese laws, and 
cannot be suffered. The demand for the three guilty men is not founded upon any new 
law, A similar demand was made by the Government in the 4.5th year of Keen Lung 
(1780). It is the ancient law, no new regulation of the present Viceroy. If the men 
were not now demanded, hereafter there would be no restraining law. The strongest 
foreigner would destroy the weaker. 

“ The Viceroy is desirous to show reason. When a man is murdered in another 
province, Keangsye for example, the Governor of Canton cannot settle the business. 
Justice must he administered where the crime is committed. The Viceroy is desirous to 
do strict justice, he has no wish to introduce a new law to oppress foreigners : 
Mackenzie’s case must be referred lo the Emperor. The Viceroy must have the three 
Parsees ; it is not a mere formal demand. 

“ When the three men shall be brought up, the Committee may keep them in custody 
in the Company’s Factory. The investigation may be held according to English forms. 

The Viceroy does not require the accused to be taken into the city; deputed 
Mandarins will assemble in the Factory, and with the Committee hold a court for the 
trial. Mandarins must be present, but the men to be examined according to English 
linage. When the trial is finished, if the men are acquitted of the crime of murder, 
the Committee must show reason to the Viceroy why not guilty. If condemned by 
English laws, the men shall be executed on your own premises in presence of the 
Mandarins. 

« The Merchants are ordered by the Viceroy to explain the whole case clearly to 
Committee. 

If the men are really gone, a ship must be immediately despatched to bring them 
back, and the Viceroy to be informed in what time they will be produced. The An- 

Cha- 
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Cha-Sze has ordered the Hong Merchants to bring the Committee’s answer to day, 
whether the men are gone or not.’^ 

Ilowqua then delivered the Viceroy’s reply to our address of the 16th instant^ wliich 
was as follows : 
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‘‘ From Governor Le, demanding the delivery of the three Parsees; dated October 

19th, received 20th, 1830. 

Le, Member of the Military Hoard, &c., hereby issues orders to the Hong Mer- 
chants, with which they must make themselves fully acquainted. 

“ It is autlienticated that the English Chief Baynes and others have presented a 
Statement, saying — [Here follows a C’opy of the Committee’s Letter of October 16th, 
1830.] 

‘‘ On this coming before me, the Governor, I have examined the proceedings in this 
case, and find that 1 have repeatedly ordered the Merchants to enjgin my orders on the 
English Company’s* Chief to deliver up the murderous foreigner (or foreigners) to be 
tried and punished. 

“ As to tile wounds on Mackenzie’s corpse, the Nan hae Hcen was ordered to go and 
examine them, as is on record. 

“ Now said Chief and others have by no means made haste to deliver up the mur- 
derers, but turn round and say that the three men have been sent in custody to Bombay, 
where they will be tried according to English law, &c. 

This scheming craftily to shove off the business from themselves, not knowing that 
in China foreigners killing foreigners, must take the murderer, and in China put him 
to death according to the foreign mode, 

“ The case is established by former precedents, 

‘‘ Now the murderer who caused Mackenzie’s death should be punished agreeably to 
old regulations. How suffer the said Chief and others to indulge themselves in oppo- 
sition ? 

“ With speed, therefore, is issued to the said merchants an order to enjoin perspi- 
cuously my orders on the English Company’s Chief, that he must take the foreigners 
who on that day fought, and instantly deliver them up, that a clear investigation may 
be made who the murderer was, and the character of his crime determined. Then let 
a report be made to me, the Governor, that I may send an officer to see tliat in Cliina, 
according to law, how the affair has been managed. The laws and regulations of the 
Celestial Empire are luminously handed down from former times. No second opposition 
and procrastination will be allowed. You will thereby involve yourselves in guilt and 
tlie crime of perverseness. Intensely, intensely, are these orders given. 

Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th month, 3d day. (I9th October 1830.)’^ 


Extract 


• The translator observes a change of phrase of late; formerly, it >> as the English nafioti’j chief, nowit is Fiie 
tory or Company's chief. 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

2l8t October 1830. 

The following short Address to the Viceroy, in reply to his Edict received yesterday 
respecting the Parsees, was delivered to the Merchants, who then withdrew. 

“ To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

We have received your Excellency’s letter respecting the delivery of the three Par- 
secs to be tried by the Chinese authorities, and have now only to inform your Excel- 
lency that our last letter contained all the information we can afford on the subject.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

22d October 1830. 

The following Chop from the Nan hae Keen respecting the case of Captain Mac- 
kenzie has this day been delivered to us. 

“ From the Nan hac Ileen requiring the Parsecs who were the murderers of Captain 
Mackenzie to be delivered up, dated October 21st, 1830. 

PwAN, the Nan hae Heen, issues an order to the J^inguists, w'ith which they are to 
make themselves fully acquainted. There is at present an affair of Indian foreigners 
having given wounds to a Dutch captain, Me Kcentlie (Mackenzie), of which he died. 
The Governor peremptorily requires them to deliver up the murderer, and however he 
is to be punished, according to their foreign njcthod shall be punished. Wc will send 
officers to see and look on. '’Hiis has been the way of managing heretofore, and there 
are cases transpired which may be examined. For the Celestial Empire’s fixed regula- 
tions are, that if a man of any one place go to any other place, and there break the laws, 
he shall always at the place where he broke the laws be tried. If for instance, a Can- 
ton man goes to Kwaiig Sc, and in a quarrel takes a man’s life, lie must be tried at 
Kwang Se, and certainly not be sent in custody to Canton. Though they, the foreigners, 
caused the death of a foreigner, yet the crime was committed in our country ; therefore 
it is required in this country to manage it. Because they are foreigners, therefore they 
shall, according to their foreign method, be punished. In their foreign method, when 
the murdered man strikes the first blow, how is the murderer to be punished? When 
three men jointly strike one man, who is to be considered as the murderer? And who 
apj)ears to be the murderer (in this case) after examination ? You must ask the ques- 
tions one by one till you clearly understand them. When the murderers are delivered 
up, w'e also will not go to examine and inquire, and investigate fully as to who ought to 
die, and what is lobe done with them; who ought to be let live, and what is to be done 
with them ; they shall all be punished according to the foreign method, and we will only 
send officers to look on and sec, and that will dt). Do yon take the words of my orders, 
and inform the Chief, for his knowledge, and come again and state to me, that I may 
transmit a favourable statement to the Governor. There must on no account again l)c 
any perverse disobedience, which would hurt his dignity ; and then it would not look 
well. These are the orders. 

“ Taou Kwang, lOth year, 9lh month, 3lh day. (October 21st. 1830 )” 


Extract 
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(HINA t’Al’K.Ks. 

EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court of , /'V ■ 

Dearli of 

Directors, dated 23d October 1830. Mi. Mackenzie 

Par. 4. Upon tlie arrival of the Factory in Canton, the particular circumstances of 
the death of Captain Mackenzie, Commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, caused 
by three Parsee Merchants, in an aflTray, were communicated to us by Mr. Lindsay, 
who had preceded the Factory to Canton, as well as by Mr. Sen Van Basil, Consul of 
his Majesty the King of the Netherlands. The following is a brief outline of this unfor- 
tunate afiair : 

5. Mr. Bovet, a citizen of Geneva, resident for several years in Canton, shut up a 
thoroughfare in the Hong, whicli he inliabited, for the annoyance and ineoiivenience of 
other foreigners living in the same Hong. U])on this a Farsee Merchant, named Mer- 
wanjee, having made repeated ap[)lication.s to Mr. Bovet, in vain, to remove this ob- 
struction to the free pa.ssage through the Hong, di.spatched three l^arsee servants with 
orders to break the lock which had been affixed to the door; Mr. Bo\et perceiving their 
intentions, came out and attacked the j^ai ty wiili a sword ; the Parsecs, however, suc- 
ceeded in disarming Mr. Bovet. who then took to flight. ( aptain Mackenzie hearing a 
disturbance in the Hong, in which he lodged, came out to render assistance, as might 
appear necessary ; and under a mistaken impre.ssion attacked the PaiM'cs, whom he 
struck with an umbrella The Parsecs then proceeded to cudgel ( aplain Mackenzie 
with sticks or clubs, and inflicted blows, which caused his death the following morning. 

6. The facts above slated had been investigated by an inquest of foreign residents in 
Canton, held under the superintendence of the Dutch ( ojisul, and would probably, in 
an English court of justice, not iinplieute the three Parsecs in C|uestion, in n charge of 
greater delinquency than that of manslaughter. 

7. Hie Cliinese authorities having already exhibited a di.sposition to interfere in tliis 
transaction, we determined to remove the three Parsees, British subjects, from ( antoii 
without delay, and they were sent on board the eounlry ship Edmonslone, bound for 
Bombay. We bavc received information of tlic departure of the Edmonslone from 
( bina with the three Parsees above mentioned. The danger of allowing the C hinc.se 
Government to interfere upon the present occasion is too apj)arcnt to require discussion. 

Their sanguinary code of legislature would remain satisfied with nothing sJjort of the 
life of at least one of (he party implicated, and would in no way discriminate between 
a case of intentional murder, and one of accidental homicide; their demands for the de- 
livery of the guilty persons w ould he urged as long as a hope could exist of exhibiting a 
display of pow'er, by the execution of a foreigner, and would protract the discussion to 
an interminable period ; wc therefore felt that the measure W'hich we adopted, while it 
oflered the only protection in our power to the lives of three British subjects, was at llic 
same time that best calculated to bring llie allair to a conclusion; and if it could be ne- 
cessary to adduce further argument in its favour, was the onl}" one w'liicli the powers 
vested in this ('ornmittee place within their option. 

8. Since the adoption of the preceding measure, the Chinese Government have de- 
inaiuled the delivery of the three Parsees to them for trial, and have persisted in that 
demand, although informed by us that they bad actually left ibis country in a ship bound 

for 
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lor iliu Presidency of Bombay, where they would be placed at the disposal of the Govern- 
nieni, and siilniiitted to any further trial which might be deemed proper. Their de- 
mand has since been modified in various Ways, and would now appear to amount to the 
rcciuisiiion of' u trial according to foreign law, with the attendance of the Chinese autho- 
rities. We have stated in reply, the impossibility of compliance, the men having actu- 
ally left tlie country ; and the question rests in this state at present, without having 
.afreeied the usual routine of our commercial transactions. 

( iSce also Pars. 14*, 15 and 18 of this Letter, in the Papers relating to the alleged 
bleach of the laws of China, page 441-2 of this Appendix.) 
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PAPERS RELATING TO AN ARMED FORCE FOR THE PRO- 
TECTION OF THE COMPANY'S FACTORY A T CA MON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20 th October 1830. 

‘‘ To Captain John Innes, Senior Commander of the Hon. Company’s .ships in Chinn. 

“ Sir : 

“ 1 AM directed by the President and Select Committee to communicate to yon their 
orders, tliat with the least possible delay, you take the necessary steps for the attendance 
of 100 armed seamen and two quarter-deck carronudes, for the protection of the Ho- 
nourable Company’s Factory. 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) “ ]\. IIudllston, 

“ Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 20th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

21st October, 1830. 

lNthccour.se of the night, the force required for the protection of the Factories 
arrived in Canton; the guns were landed in the morning, and placed at the gate of our 
l\ictories. In consequence of the measures adopted by the Commodore, and the good 
discipline of the Honourable Company’s ships, we are happy to say that this was elfecied 
without the least confusion or disorder. 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 25th Octoljer 1830. 

To Captain Innes, Senior Commander, &c. &c. &c. 

“ Sir : 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you the following 
orders respecting the guard retained in the Factory, and desire that you will take the 
necessary steps to carry them into effect. 

1. That a number of men, not exceeding one ’division of the guard, be allowed to 
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(c.) 

Armed Force for 
Protection of 
Factory. 


go out in Front of the Factory only for a limited time, daily, and under the proper super- 
intendence of their officers; these men to be unarmed. 

2. That the guard be paraded by their officers daily in the garden, in front of the 
Company’s Factory. 

3. That the total number of seamen employed os a guard, which considerably ex- 
ceeds what the Committee originally contemplated, be reduced gradually to that of 
100; the number of officers remaining for your consideration, and that the reduction be 
effected gradually at the rate of ten men per diem. 

4. That four boats, manned from the guard, and armed, be in readiness at a 
quarter before five every evening, to be employed on any service on which they may be 
required. 

** 5. That no man be permitted to carry his arms with him out of the Factory, except- 
ing on duty. 

“ I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

** A cting Secretary.” 

« 25th October, 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

1st Nov. 1830. 

To Captain John Innes, Commander of the Honourable Company’s ship Aber- 
crombie Robinson, and Senior Commander of the Honourable Company’s ships in 
China. 

« Sir : 

I AM directed by the President and Select Committee, to convey to you, ns Senior 
Commander their thanks for your conduct during the late proceedings, when prompt 
measures were considered necessary for the safety of British subjects in Canton, and 
an armed force was consequently ordered up from the Honourable Company’s ships at 
Whampoa. 

“ In making known to you the thanks of the President and Select Committee on 
this occasion, I am directed to observe that they do not limit their approbation altoge- 
ther to the alacrity displayed by you in the execution of their orders, but extend it to 
the spirit with which you entered into their views, and the zeal displayed by you for the 
public service, which circumstances they shall consider it their duty to bring to the 
notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

“ I have, &c, &c. 

(Signed) « H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1930 ” 


To 
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To Captain Philip Baylis, Commander of the Honourable Company’s ship 

Canning. 

** Sir : 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their thanks 
for the zeal displayed by you during the late proceedings in Canton, in arranging and 
disciplining the men placed more immediately under your orders in the Factories. To 
the regularity you established, and to the discipline you introduced among the seamen, 
may be in a great measure attributed the absence of all accidents, a circumstance highly 
conducive to the interests of the Honourable Company, and creditable to your abilities 
as an officer. I am directed to observe, that your conduct on this occasion will be 
brought to the favourable notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) II. H. Lindsay, 

Acting Secretary.” 

** Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 


Armed Force for 
Protection of 
Factory. 


To the Commander and Officers of the Honourable Company’s .ships in China. 

“ Gentlemen : 

** I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their 
thanks for the zeal and alacrity displayed by you during the late proceeding!^ when 
circumstances rendered it necessary to order up an armed force from Wiiampoa, for 
the safety of British subjects in Canton. The promptitude with which the orders of the 
President and Select Committee were executed on this occasion, and the good conduct 
of the men during their stay in the Factories, are circumstances highly creditable to 
their officers, and to the discipline of their respective ships, and will not fail to be made 
known to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. See. 

(Signed) H. H. Lindsay, 

** Acting Secretary.” 


** Canton, 1st Nov, 1830.” 
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PAPERS RELATING TO ORDERS FOR SHIPS MOVING DOWN 
THE RIVER TO RETURN THE FIRE OF THE FORTS, ^c. 
OF THE CHINESE. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 16th November 1830. 

Notwithstanding the Grand Chops for the ships now under despatch have been 
regularly applied for more than a week ago, those of the Thomas Coutts and William 
Fairlie only have been issued. We have several times informed the Merchants that 
the despatch of the ships could not be delayed, and Puankhequa and Fatqua, who 
secure the Duchess of Athol and Dunira have promised to be in lime; but not having 
made up their accounts, the Grand Chops are not yet forthcoming. 

We consider it absolutely necessary at the first despatch of the season to convince 
the Merchants that otir ships, when ready, will positively sail, or else the same thing 
will assuredly happen again, and ships may be detained an indefinite period after their 
despatches are closed. We do not apprehend any difficulty in this instance, as the ships 
in question will follow the other two, who have pilots, and will probably have the same 
fishermen on board, who would have acted as guides to the legally constituted pilots. 
Wc therSbre duect our Secretary to write the following letter to Captains Wilson and 
Daniell, for their guidance. 

“ To Captain Daniell, Commander of the Honourable Company’s Ship 
' Duchess of Athol. 

» Sir: 

“ I AM instructed! by the President and Select Committee to direct, that in the 
event of your not receiving your Grand CIiop with the Honourable Company's packet, 
you weigli anchor, and proceed down the river in company with the Honourable Com- 
pan 3 r's ships Thomas Coutts and William Fairlie. In case you should be fired at by 
the forts at the Tigris, you are in the first instance to return with blank cartridge; 
but should your ship be struck, and the lives of the crew endangered, you are permitted 
to fire ball. 

“ I have the honour, &c. &c. 

^ (Signed) ‘‘ II. H. Lindsay, 

‘ Canton, 16th Nov. UPO." Secretary." 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
Dated 18th November 1830. 


We have received the following Letter from Captain Wilson : 


« Sir: 


“ H. H. Lindsay, Esq. Secretary. 



Ships to return Fire 
of Chinese Forts. 


“ I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the President and Select Committee, 
that the Honourable Company’s ship Dunira, under my command, proceeded from 
Second Bar this morning, agreeably to the instructions received. On passing through 
the Bogue, a gun (not shotted) was fired from the fort, and the same returned by me. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ I7th November 1830.” (Signed) “ J. P. Wilson.” 


EXTRACT (ailNA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 19th November 1831. 

The following Letter, from Captain Daniell, has been this day received : 

William Baynes, Esq. President, &c. &c. &c. 

“ Gentlemen ; 

** 1 HAVE the honour to report to you, that having received tlie Honourable Com- 
pany's Despatches, yesterda 3 ^ morning we got under weigh, and passed through the 
Bogue, and are now off Macao on our passage to St. Helena. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ I8th Nov. 1830.” (Signed) “ E. M. Daniell.” 


3 P 2 


Redress 
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(l.)-l)EB'rS DUE BY THE BANKRUPT MERCHANTS (iNEWQUA AND PONQUA. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the (>ourt of Directors, dated 24th October 1810. 

Par. 13. We are sorry to inform your Honourable Courf, that the plan we had 
resolved to adopt last season for the liquidation of the debts of the bankrupt Merchants 
Gnewqua and Ponqua, have been prevented by the most extraordinary interference of 
the Viceroy of Canton. The detail we shall have the honour to submit in due course 
to your Honourable Court, we regret to say, will exhibit proceedings of duplicity and 
villainy on the part of the Merchants and Mandarins, unprecedented even in China. 

14. The Mandarins at present appear to have entirely changed their tone, and we 
have little doubt will terminate the business without further trouble, by directing the 
payment of the debts by the other Merchants, in the usual manner. We shall endea- 
vour to Aviate, by every means left in our power, the ruinous consequences that may 
result^from tliis mode of adjustment, as well from the inability of the Junior Merchants 
to bear so heavy a burthen, as from the increased charges it may entail upon the foreign 
trade. 

15. The arrang^ents wc had made for the present season will, we hope, be allowed 
to proceed; but we fear the alarm occasioned to the Tea Merchants, by the pro- 
ceedings of the Viceroy, will seriously aflect both the quantity and quality of the Teas 
that were to have been delivered on account of Gnewqua. 


EXTRACT L^N^ER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
^ at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th November 1810. 

Par. 3. The Chinese Government have directed the Teas contracted for on 
account of Gnewquaand Ponqua to be duly delivered, but no final settlement of 
these Merchants’ afflnrs taken place ; it has latterly been proposed to pay, by 
instaliTiNents, in ten years, a protracted period to which it is unreasonable to suppose 
we should accede. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. Grievances, 

Par. 88. With respect to the future liquidation of the very serious amount of the Bankrupt 

debts of these bankrupt Merchants, both to the Honourable Company and to the other Merchant*. 

Foreign Creditors, it was generally understood at Canton, even early in the season, 
that the Viceroy had on his own authority laid down a plan of payment in ten years, by 
equal annual instalments, and had transmitted it to Pekin, for the approval and 
ratification of his Imperial Majesty. 

89. We were not, however, officially informed of this fact, nor even personally 
assured of its truth until the 10th instant, when Pinqua communicated to us an Edict 
to this effect, addressed by the Nan-hai-Hien to the Hong Merchants for our infor- 
mation, and dated as early as the fith ultimo, though no intimation had reached us of 
its existence before the day on which it was delivered to us. 

90. Although the very reprehensible neglect of Pinqua in keeping us thus long in 
ignorance of so material a document has afforded less time than we could have wished 
for the consideration and discussion of a subject of this importance we deemed it our 
duty immediately to address to his Excellency the Viceroy, a remonstrance against an 
arrangement so far below the constant professions of the Government, and which, 
inadequate as it is, the Merchants, while heavily burthened by the increasing charges 
and exactions of the Mandarins, and labouring under great individual embarrassments, 
are well known to be without the means to execute. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 229. The plan which was first proposed to us by the Junior Merchants, was 
that our Committee should grant bills for the amount (as was ifene in the case of 
Shykinquas debts); and that on adjusting each Merchant's accounts with the Company 
at the close of the season, the amount of their shares should be severally deducted. 

230. This arrangement, on account of the very different state of the Merchants and 
ofour accounts with them, at this and at the former period, we could not altogether 
approve; but conceiving it desirable to ensure the adjustment of die business by some 
such agreement if possible, especially considering tliata material pij^ortion of the burn 
to be recovered* is due to the Honourable Company, we offered to |rant bills as proposed 
to the several creditors, upon condition of our receiving from Mowqua and Pinqua their 
bonds for the total amount (half from each), and the accounts to be adjusted with them 
at the end of the season. 

231. The other Merchanu having agreed to allow a sui^of about 2t. 3m. upon each 
pecul of to be purchased from them by the Componyx*o be paid on thei» account 
when due into the Consoo Fund, as a security to Mowqua and Pinqua, the latter, on 
our consenting to this allotment, made no further objection to our plan, and it has been 
carried into effect accordingly. 


232. By 
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232. By closin*^ with the Merchants upon these terms, it will be observed that we 
have not only secured the payment of the first instalment of tlie debt due to the Com- 
pany from Gnewqiia and Ponqun, but have likewise obtained a material accommoda- 
tion, being thus enabled t<^ liquidate a considerable part of the balance due at present 
by the Company to Mowqua and Pinqua, without any direct reduction in the amount 
of our specie. 


(2.) -HEAVY BIJirniENS ON THE TRADE. 


KXTRACT TaETTER in the Puldic Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2Gth February 1810. 

jrtlieiis (»n 'I’rade. Par. 188. Immediatei.y on our arrival from Macao, the Viceroy required our 
attendance to receive the orders of the Emperor on permitting the renewal of trade, 
and we availed ourselves <S this opportiiiii'y of representing to him, in writing, the heavy 
burdens to which the trade was exposed, and other gc*neral subjects of complaint. 
The result of this measure, we are sorry to say, will prove lo your Honourable Court 
how vain it is to expect redress from the Mandarins of this province, as not the least 
notice has been taken of our complaint. His ignorance of the subject cannot be 
pleaded, ns the representation was delivered to the Viceroy himself, and perused by 
him in the presence of our President. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. 91. We considered this a favourable opportunity of endeavouring lo draw the 
Viceroy’s attention to the general state of this trade, and to some recent circumstances 
to which much of the distrust of Foreigners, and of the unprecedented embarrassments 
of the Merchants, is to be attributed; and we finally requested that the whole might be 
faithfully reported to his Imperial Majesty, upon whose favour and protection, as well 
as wise and just determination, when fully informed of these circumstances, we were 
willing to place tl^ most perfect reliance. 

92. We have not l^iKeived any reply to this representation ; indeed, at this advanced 
period of the business, and considering the present temper of the Government, we can 
scarcely entertain any serious hopes of the success of its immediate object ; but in a 
general point of view, a^d as conducive to the prevention of further encroachments, we 
have seldom found oiil^ remonstrances against any injurious or oppressive acts of this 
Government wholly withAt effect; and we are persuaded that the task, however 
unpleasant and ungracious, is on such < ccasions an important and indispensable part of 
our duty. 

121. We are just enabled, previous to the close of our proceedings, to record a 

translation 
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translation of an Edict which lias been issued by the Hoppo, in answer to our address 
of the 10th instant; but the near approach of the present Despatch has necessarily 
prevented us from taking particular notice of its extraordinary contents, until a future 
opportunity. 

122. We may however remark, that, notwithstanding the unblushing denial of the 
most n torious facts, the professed indifference and contempt for onr representations, 
and the generally ungracious and offensive tone which pervades the whole of the 
communication, wc arc still disposed, from the reports we have heard, and from the 
anxiety and uneasiness which are betrayed in the Edict itself, to augur favourably of 
the ultimate effect of the sensation which our address has produced, and to hope that it 
may yet prove some check to the ruinous and oppi'cssive system of extortion to which 
the Hong Merchants are subjected. 


(3.)— COMPANY'S SHIPS DETAINED IN CONSE0IJE\(^E OF A CHINESE BEINC 
KILLED BY AN ENCMSH SEAMAN. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, fr. in the SEF.ECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th February 1810. 

Par. 1. We are sorry to have to inform your Honourable Court, that at the moment 
when the ships had completed their lading, and our papers nearly in readiness for 
despatch, we were informed that the Chinese Government would not permit the depar- 
ture of the ships until it was disc vered by whom a Chinese had been killed, as they 
asserted one had been, by an Englisli seaman. 

2. A charge of this nature had been made some time before, but so entirely unsup- 
ported by proof, indeed, in direct contradiction to the testimony of the shopkeeper 
living within a few yards of the spot where the murder was said to have been committed, 
that we did not think it would be persisted iu, and this opinion was much strengthened 
by the Graitd Chop of the Nottingham being issued after the charge w'as made. 

3. It was now, however, recommenced, and from asserting that the officer belonged to 
one of the ships whose captains resided in the Imperial Hong, they fixed on the Royal 
Charlotte, but without apparently the sinullest reason, as although some men belonging 
to that ship were in Canton on the day the man was wounded, they were locked up at 
dusk, and not permitted to go out till next morning. 

4. The charge was attempted to be substantiated by the production of two witnesses, 
who it was asserted could recognise the features of the offenders; but on examination 
this did not appear the fact: they deposed, however, positively as to the dres-i of the 
Europeans who wounded the Chinese, which on inquiry proved entirely differeiii from 
that worn by the people of the Royal Charlotte. 

5. It was in vain that Captain Austin and ourselves rc{il*escnted in the strongest 
terms the total failure of tlie proof they brought forward to establish the charge, and 
the injustice of detaining the ships on such grounds. Every argument was disregarded, 
and the receipt of letters from Captain Austin refused. In this situation wc were on 

the 
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the point of forwarding letters to the diiierent officers of Government, fixing a day for 

the departure of the ships with or without permission, when a proposition was made 
Jrievances^&c Chinese, and ultimately said to be approved by the Viceroy, that an address 

* should be forwarded by the Committee, stating the impossibility of discovering the 

Detention of oilendcr, but promising, if the ships were allowed to depart, that inquiries should continue, 
impany's Ships, offender was discovered, that he should be punished according to the 

‘ath of a Chinese- Jaws of England. 

(>. We could have no hesitation in complying with this proposition ; indeed, 
considered it most favourable, not perhaps in immediate reference to the present 
business, in which we might fairly consider ourselves treated with injustice, but as 
establishing a most desirable precedent for the adjustment of disputes of this nature in 
future 

7. An address was prepared, drawn up and approved by the Chinese, and was 
finally delivered on the night of the 21st, and every hope afforded of the Grand 
Chops being issued in three or four days. All the Merchants have since continued to 
assert that the dispute miglit be considered as settled, and attributed the delay to the 
Viceroy having proceeded to the Boguc to negociate with one of the Ladrone Chiefs 
the terms of his return to his allegiance. With this we remained satisfied for some 
days, but the term of the seasonable despatch having nearly expired, wc were called 
upon either to submit to the loss and inconvenience a further detention would occasion, 
or to risk the difficulties possible to arise from the despatch of the ships without the 
permission of the Chinese Government for their departure. 

8. The proposition we have made being received, and from the delay tacitly con- 
sented to, we do not apprehend any serious consequences can result from the despatch 
of the ships, even under the circumstances, which further detention subjects the 
Honourable Company to a loss it is impossible to calculate upon; on the 26lh, there- 
fore, all our papers being in readiness, we determined to deliver in the packets to the 
several Pursers, having previously desired the Merchants to make our intentions 
known lo the Hoppo, who, however, did not seem disposed to expedite the delivery 
of the Chops, the packets w ere accordingly delivered, but not being provided with boats 
from the ships, intending to proceed, os usual, in a chop-boat, the departure of the 
Pursers was prevented. 

9. Oil the morning of the 27th we transmitted a proposition to the Iloppo, stating 
our regret in being under the necessity of ordering away the ships without permission, 
and which nothing but the severe loss to which their detention w'ould expose the 
Honourable Company could induce us to adopt. Letters of a similar nature were 
addressed al|M to the Viceroy and Fooyuen, and inclosed to the Hoppo, but he declined 
forwarding %em, assuring the Merchants that an express had been sent to the Viceroy, 
and that an answer might be expected to-morrow. Wc are sorry, however, to say, 
that no port clearances have yet been issued; and we are consequently under the unplea- 
sant necessity of sending away the ships without them, 

10. As the ships will xnot be able to quit the Second Bar before to-morrow, or pro- 
bably the next day, we hope the permission of the Chinese Government may yet be 
obtained before they pass the Bocca Tigris, which will obviate every difficulty. 

11. We beg to refer your Honourable Court to our proceedings of the Seasons 

forwarded 
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forwarded a number in the packet, per Perseverance, for a detail of the tedious dis- 
cussions that have taken place on this interesting subject, whicli we cannot dismiss 
without requesting to express to your Honourable (*Oiirt the high sense we entertain of 
the services that have been rendered by Captain Austin on the occasion, who returned 
to Canton immediately on hearing of the detention of the ships, and by his able advice 
and assistance has rendered the most essential aid. 


(E.) 

Redress of 
fJrievauces, S:c, 

Detention of 
Company’s Ships. 
Death ofaCIiiiH\*.e 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SE1>ECT C OMMITTEE 
at Canton to the (-ourt of Directors, dated 1st March 1810. 

Pur. 2. The Chinese Government having consented to the departure of the ships 
on condition that inquiries should he made, and the olTender, if -discovered, piiiiished 
agreeably with the laws of England, we arc desirous of fulfilling onr part of the 
engagement, and at the same time arc strongly of opinion that a communication on the 
subject from your Honourable Court, or His Majesty’s Ministers, to the Chinese 
Government, showing that the inquiries promised have been made, might be attended 
with beneficial ellects, we have therefore taken the liberty of requesting Captain Austin 
will direct such investigation among the shipping as he deems proper, and best calculatd 
to promote the object in view. The result of his inquiries may he ascertained on his 
arrival in England. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECl^ COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tlie Court of Directors, dated 31st January 1811. 

Par. 297. WitEN however we made, in consequence, our demand for the several 
Grand Chops of these ships in the usual manner, we had the mortification to learn that 
the Government had resolved to withhold them, in consequence, it was said, of our 
having neither delivered up the man who killed a Chinese in the latter part of last 
season, nor satisfactoi’ily accounted for our refusal to do so. 

298. In explanation of the circumstances whicli led to this extraordinary communi- 
cation we must refer your lloiiouruble Court to the particulars which wo have had 
to record on our proceedings, both at Macao and at Canton, relative to thi^^afluir, since 
we hod the honour to communicate what we conceived to be equivalent to its final 
adjustment, in our Despatch at tlie close of the preceding season. 

299. After the reference then made of the matter in discussion to England, and 
the consequent depait lire of the ships with the permission of the Chinese Government, 
the renewal of the subject at present, and the demand of the surrender of the indivi- 
dual who had killed the Chinese lust year, on the pretext that his name is now known 
to be William,’* or something in sound resembling it, though in fact he has not even 

3 Q been 
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been proved to be an Englishman, and at all events is certainly absent, and therefore 
out of our controiil, is no less unjust than absurd and extravagant. 

900. On the whole, we confidently trust your Honourable Court will consider our 
address of explanation to the Viceroy, under date the 28th ult. to convey, in its full 
extent that just respect and deference which this Government is entitled to receive from 
us, and that you will accordingly approve of our determination steadily to refuse to 
make answer in the terms dictated by the Government, which are both false in fact and 
dangerous in principle, and further, disgraceful, by the implication of promises never 
intended or expected to be performed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 11. We are concerned to find, that the conduct of the late Committee in 
bringing to an adjustment the very anxious and embarrassing affair here adverted to, 
have not been considered upon the whole to merit the Honourable Court’s approbation ; 
but we trust that the few remarks we have to offer in further explanation of tlie Com- 
mittee's proceedings, will prevent their continuing to appear to the Honourable Court 
thus censurable. 

12. In the observations we have had the honour to submit to the Honourable Court, 
in the concluding paragraphs of our public letter of the 31st January 1811, we endea- 
voured to explain, and we trust satisfactorily, the very material fact, that whenever a 
murderer is demanded by the Chinese Government, a consequent selection and surren- 
der of any individual into their hands, is completely equivalent in effect to a provi- 
sional sentence of death. The individual may be afterwards pardoned or not, 
according to circumstances ; but we think there can be no question, that our act in such 
cases is held by the Chinese Government as perfectly conclusive, both in respect to the 
law and the fact; or, in other word.s, as competent evidence both of the identity of the 
offender, and his offence having amounted to murder. 

13. The very embarrassing predicament in which we are thus liable to be 
placed, the Honourable Court cannot be altogether unacquainted with, and this we 
may even infer from the paragraphs under reply, in which we are expressly in- 
struoled, that it would not be proper to deliver up an individual, who had killed a 
Chinese, into the hands of the Government, unless such individual had actually com- 
mitted mur^r. 

14. It is obvious that, with this limitation to the [extent of our compliance with 
the demands of the Chinese Government, which we have always thought necessary, 
and which has now received the Honourable Court’s sanction, any inquiry which 
should tend to convict an individual of the fact of killing a Chinese, without at*' the 
same time attaching to him the guilt of murder, and tnat in the clearest and most 
undeniable manner, would not only be useless, but add, in the most serious degree, to 
our embarrassments. 


15. In 
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15. In the case in question, it appeared manifest from the commencement, that no 
inquiry which wc could institute could attain to such a certainty of the ^ruilt of any indi- 
vidual, as would have warranted us in selecting him, in fact, for execution. But such an 
inquiry, though fruitless in other respects, would necessarily have had the effect of ren- 
dering resistance to the demands of the Chinese government more difficult, as it would 
have been unavoidably notorious, and would have implied an admission on our part, 
that the alleged guilt lay between a few persons only, and those the seamen of the Honour- 
able Company’s ship Cumberland. 

16. It is also to be observed, that the information which excited suspicions in that 
quarter, was not communicated to the President until after the public examination of 
the Chinese witnesses had commenced, and in which considerable progress had been 
made in exposing the fallacy and incompetency of their testimony. We cannot suppose 
it would be wished that the < oininittee should have receded from the ground they had 
just gained, and thereby exposed themselves so unprofitably to the charge of inconsis- 
tency, in such a stage of the business. 

17. By referring, on the contrary, the further investigation of the affair wholly to 
(^aptain Austin, and to a period in which the Chinese could no longer take any share in 
it, this dilemma was avoided; and it was also hoped, that the ends orjustice would have 
been equally satisfied, as it was certainly not foreseen that the law of England would 
not even allow the men to be put on their trial. 

18. The advantageous nature of the proposal which the Chinese were induced to make 
in consequence of a .system of conduct thus adopted, is indeed remarked by the Honour- 
able Court, and we cannot but felicitate ourselves upon the satisfactory adjustment that 
followed. What would have been the consequence of a line of proceeding, which would 
have given them a pretext for supposing that the culprit had really been discovered, it is 
impossible to say; but wc cannot avoid expressing our full persuasion, that under any 
circumstances whatever, an adjustment effected by the delivery of an individual into the 
hands of the Chinese government, would have been in its general consequences infinitely 
disastrous and unfortunate. 

19. The case is perhaps different where the circumstances are so clear and unques- 
tionable, and the government itself fixes upon and demands the criminal ; but under 
the circumstances we have stated, namely, a mere demand for a murderer to be given 
up, we cannot but submit to the judgment of your Honourable Committee, whether, 
without a violation of the laws of our own country, we can, in any shape, comply there- 
with. Whether, in short, we are warranted in exercising those judicial fiinctions^Vhich 
the selection and surrender of an individual, in compliance with such a vague demand, 
would seem to imply. 

20. We trust your Honourable Committee will not deem our scruples on this occa- 
sion excessive ; an occasion in which the life or death of an individual, and the hbiiour 
or dishonour of our national character might be at stake; and we trust also, that under 
ibis explanation it will appear to your Honourable Court, that the line of conduct 
adopted was, considering the exigencies of the case, the only one consistent with the 
character and interests of our honourable employers, and of the British nation ; and we 
beg to add in conclusion, that we feel assured, that had your late Committee been tho- 

3 Q 2 ^ roughly 
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roughly satisfied upon authentic grounds of the facts of which a knowledge is imputed to 
them, such facts would undoubtedly have been communicated to our honourable em- 
ployers in their public or secret dispatches. 

21. After an attentive perusal of these instructions, and also of the letter of which a 
copy is also transmitted for our inspection, and the fullest consideration of every circum- 
stance connected with it, we have conceived ourselves entitled to conclude, that in the 
present instance the sole object in view in making such a communication, is to satisfy the 
Chinese government respecting the circumstances of the death of the native, supposed to 
have been killed by an English seaman, and respecting tlie measures taken in England, 
in consequence of the charge to that clTect. 

22. I'he letter addressed to the Viceroy upon this delicate subject is, doubtless, 
penned with all imaginable caution and propriety ; yet it was impossible at such a dis- 
tance of lime and place to be certain of anticipating the views and dispo.sition of the 
government. 

23. Wc confess, therefore, that since the affair is now apparently at rest, we not only 
feel great iiiiwilliiigness to do anything that might tend to revive it ; but wc feel also some 
apprehensions of the improper advantage that might be taken, or evil purpose facili- 
tated, even by the mere admission made in the letter, that the three of the seamen of the 
Cumberland were found liable to suspicion ; especially as that admission is unaccompa- 
nied by any decisive report upon their guilt or innocence. 

24. The peculiar circumstances of the case rendered it no doubt difHcult, we may say 
impossible, to give detailed explanations in writing, which, without a violation of 
truth, would be at all likely to satisfy the extravagant claims of the Chinese 
government. 

2.5. Wc conceive, therefore, that such explanations as may be necessary had better, 
if possible, be given verbally, and in the most general terms; and w^e think that the 
latter, if claimed at any time by the Chinese, may be said to have been intended 
only for the former Viceroy, under whose government the accident happened, and with- 
held on that account. 


(l.)-«COMPANY’S SHIPS DETAINED, IN CONSEQTTENDE OF THE IIONG MERCHANTS 
REFUSINIJ TO SATISFY EX TORTIONATE DEMANDS OF THE HOPPO. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st January 1811. 

Par. 288 . The various delays which protracted the period of the present despatch 
considerably beyond the date which we ventured to anticipate as the latest, in our 
short address to your Honourable Court of the 10th ultimo, require us to enter in this 
place into some explanation of their causes, more especially as the question how far the 

evil 
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evil is capable of remedy, is certainly deserving of your Honourable Tourt’s serious con- 
sideration. ^ 

289. In the first place we have to observe, that instead of the I’eguJar and uniform 
progress in the lading our ships to which we have formerly been accustomed, we have 
frequently experienced interruptions in respect to particular ships, and these at one 
time, without any reason assigned, amounted in fact to an actual stoppage of the whole 
of the Honourable Company’s trade. 

On remonstrating with the merchants again.st this unwarrantable and vexatious 
treatment, they were unanimous in acknowledging that the detention of our ships was a 
measure of the Chinese government, not directed against us, but .igainsL themselves, in 
consequence of the absolute inability of most of them, and the actual refusal of all, to 
satisfy the extortionate and continually increasing demands of the lloppo, for tlie 
purchase of various articles of clock-work, and mechanism imported on our ships, and 
usually denominated “5/w^ Som/s^'' and wliich, it seems, aVe now become the esta- 
blished vehicle of corruption between that officer and his superiors of tlic ca})ita1. 

291. It w’as further stated to iis, that being thus invariably called ii])on by tin; Hoppo 
to purchase these articles for his use at any price, and to an enormous amount, their im- 
portation into China was become a grievance to the merchants generally, of the most 
serious nature; in coiLsequence of which, Puikua, our senior merchant, added, that he had 
now earnestly to request in his own name, and in that of the others, that we would repre- 
sent this circumstance in our next despatches to our honourable employers, and 
suggest the adoption of some eficctual measures for preventing the I’uture shipment of 
articles of this description for China, in any vessels in the .service of the Honourable Com- 
paiiy. 

295. Waving, however, the further diseussion of these questions, wc informed the mer- 
chants, ill conclusion, that to a measure .so prejudicial to the interests of the Ilononr- 
ahlc Company, as this interruption to llie lading of the ship.s, no difiercnces which 
might exist betw’^een the Hoppo and the merchants, much less lliose of the disgraceful 
nature they had related, would induce us to .submit; and (hat we should accordingly make 
a formal appeal on the subject to the government, unless the trade was very shortly 
allowed to proceed. 

29(5. Such an appeal, however, did not prove necessary, as the trade, through some 
compromise, probably betw'een tlie Hoppo and merchants, w^as re-o])cncd almost imme- 
diately after ; and in a few day.s, the lading of all the ships intended to be included in 
the present despatch, completed. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lUth February 181 1. 

Par. 8. Our proceedings transmitted by this Despatch, will convey to your Honour- 
able Court information up to the 31st ultimo, of the several circumstances connected 
with the vexatious and unwari antablc detenlioii of the ships of the present fleet have 
been subjected by the Chinese Government. 

9. Having 
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9. Having been unsuccessful in our subsequent endeavours to prevail upon the 
Merchants to deliirer to the Viceroy and Hoppo our written remonstrance against the 
unjust procedure, we found ourselves under the necessity of having recourse to the less 
regular and usual mode of effecting the object in view, by means of a deputation to 
the city gates. 

10. This service was successfully executed by Mr. Parry and Captain Lindsay, who 
proceeded to tlie gates of the city at our request on the 2d instant, accompanied by 
a party of the gentlemen of the Factory and the Commanders and Officers of the 
Honourable Company’s ships. The party finding no material obstruction on entering, 
were enabled to advance as far as the Hoppo’s Palace, where Mr. Parry and Captain 
Lindsay had the satisfaction of presenting our address personally to his Excellency, as 
is more particularly stated in Mr. Parry’s Report, a copy of which we have the honour 
to enclose. 

11. The address was returned to us by the Merchants the same evening, without 
any specific promise of a compliance with our request; but the tenor of our application 
and the public manner in which it had been presented, had evidently produced a 
considerable sensation, as it was immediately followed by an offer to receive from us 
explanations in reply to the demand of the surrender of the murderer of the Chinese 
of the lust season, considerably less objectionable than any proposed at a former 
period. 

12. Another letter was accordingly addressed to the Viceroy and the Hoppo, in sub- 
stance indeed the same as our proposed address of the 2Bth of December, long since 
rejected ; but yet in terms, which the Merchants now' assured u.s, would be considered 
sufficiently satisfactory. 

IS. As a day or two were again suffered to elapse, and difficulties still alleged to 
exist against the delivery of the Grand Chops, it was at length intimated to the Mer- 
chants,* for the information of the Mandarins, that however desirous w'e were to pay 
every due deference to the regulations of the Chinese Government, our submission to a 
detention of our ships so perfectly unjustifiable, and so injurious to the interests of our 
employers, could not continue much longer, and that they must accordingly be pre- 
pared for the event of our despatching the fleet, even without the usual permission, 
should the government determine to reduce us to that unpleasant alternative. 

14, Whether conscious of the impracticability of preventing the despatch of our ships, 
if seriously determined upon, is the circumstance which has given to the above intimation 
the effect intended, or whether the Merchants have been ultimately obliged to purchase 
the consent of the officers of government by a submission to further extortion, we are 
unable to pronounce ; but it is certain, that the first positive assurance that the Grand 
Chops would be issued, was to all appearance the immediate consequence of the com- 
munication in question. 

15. Having this day received the Grand Chops of the several ships, agreeably to the 
above assurances, wc have much satisfaction in being enabled to announce the same to 
your Honourable Court, and shall have the pleasure of transmitting forthwith our final 
Despatches to the respective commanders. 
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(5.)— TRADE OF THE SEASON DELAYED TN CONSEQUENCE OF THE VICEROY /[; j 

DIRECTING THAT MR. ROBERTS, ONE OF THE SELECT^ COMMITTEE OF RcdroU ol 
SUFRACARGOES, SHOULD LEAVE CANTON. (Irkvancc^, \c. 

’ Delay of 'IVadc. 

Secret Department. Air. Hoborfs. 

EXTRACT LETTER from J. F. ELPHINSTONE, Esq., to the Honourable the 
Chairman of the East-India Company, dated Canton, 23d December 1813. 

Par. 2. In consequence of having been engaged in a discussion with the Chinese 
Government,, our commercial proceedings were suspended till about the 10th instant, as 
the Select Committee did not consider it to be expedient to land any of the Honourable 
Company’s cargoes till the point in question was adjusted. 

3. The discussion arose from a report that the former Viceroy Pe made to Pekin at 
the close of the year 1811, when stating to his Imperial Majesty the failure of Gnewqiia’s 
and Ponqua’s Hongs, and proposing the punishment of Ashing. 

4. On the arrival of Mr. Browne, and hearing of the intended return of Mr. Roberts 
to Europe, the Viceroy Pe appears to have obtained a statement from the Merchants 
that the conduct of Mr. Roberts in Gnewqua’s and Ponqua’s affairs, together with his 
opposition to the Chinese Government, had been displeasing to the authorities in 
England, and that he had been removed accordingly. Seizing on this circumstance 
to give a colour to his most unjust proceedings towards Gnewqua, Ponqua, and Ashing, 
when making his report to Pekin of their alleged delinquency, and proposing their 
being banished, the Viceroy P6 at the same time recommended that Mr. Roberts, 
as having also violated the laws and regulations, should not be permitted to return to 
China. 

5. No notice whatsoever was taken of these prohibitions while the former Hoppo 
remained in Canton, neither did it occur to the Viceroy to make the least objection to 
Mr. Roberts coming to Canton, when application was made for that purpose last season ; 
and it appears the objections now started by the Viceroy proceeded from the sugges- 
tions of some of the inferior persons connected with his office, and the Viceroy, not 
aware at the time of the consequences, acquiesced in the publishing an official Edict, 
requiring Mr. Roberts to leave China. 

6. The conduct and disposition of the Hoppo, on his first arrival in Canton, was so 
decidedly hostile to Europeans, that the parties suggesting the renewal of the question 
to the Viceroy, were assured their measures would not be opposed by the Hoppo, as he 
was impressed with the belief tliat the more violent and arbitrary he was towards 
Europeans and the Merchants, the better was his chance of profiting by extortion. 

7. This attempt at interference on the part of the Chinese Government, involving 
essentially the interests of the Honourable Company, as it amounted in fact to placing 
their servants under the control of the Chinese (the only illegal act alleged against 
Mr. Roberts was that of having advanced money on contracts), the Committee con- 
sidered was to be resisted, and in the most decided manner in their power, and con- 
sequently all commercial intercourse was declined until the Viceroy should officially 
rescind and withdraw his prohibitions respecting Mr. Roberts, and fully aware that 

nothing 
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nothing is to bo expected from the jnEtice of the Chinese officers, we could o^ly hope 
to establish our pojtiit by firmness and perseverance. 

8. By renewing this subject, tlie Viceroy soon found himself placed in rjOther an 
embarrassing situation: for in complying w'ith our demands or doing what justice 
required, w'as reflecting on the conduct of his predecessor Pe, who he did not uish to 
ofleiid. After a considerable delay, and resorting to various expedients to establish his 
point, or rather to preserve appearances, by repealing his Edicts and Orders for Mr. 
Roberts to leave China, the Viceroy finding that the Committee were determined to 
decline all commerce till the prohibitions and objections were officially rescinded and 
withdrawn, at length gave way, and an official document was delivered to the effect 
requireil, not altogether satisfactory in European estimation,* but considered by the 
('hinesc as being amply sufficient, and entirely disavowing all right to interfere ; and we 
hope it will prove so by ]>roventing the recurrence of any similar attempt on the part 
of the Government in future. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated the 22d February 1814. 

Par, 134, Youii Honourable Court has already been informed of the discussion in 
which we were engaged with the Government from the latter end of September, and 
which was finally arranged about the 10th December. 

135. The objections made by the Chinese to Mr. Robertas discharging the duties of 
the situation to wliich he was appointed by your Honourable Court are fully recorded. 

We consider it necessary for the preservation of the interests of our employers, most 
decidedly to resist an interference of this nature on the part of the Canton Government, 
which could not, without the greatest danger to the interests of the Honourable Com- 
pany be permitted to be exercised. 

136. On the receipt of the Viceroy's Edict we determined to adopt such measures 
as we hoped would prove effectual in inducing the Canton Government to withdraw 
their objections. 

137. The cargoes belonging to the Honourable Company were not permitted to be 
landed from the ships, and an early opportunity was taken to make it known that, until 
the Viceroy’s Edict was officially rescinded, we would persevere in our measure of 
declining all conimerciiil intercourse. 

138. The various exyiedicnts resorted to by the officers of government in order to 
induce us to relinquish our objections and concede the j^oint, are fully detailed on our 
proceedings. From these it will be seen that the Viceroy was finally induced to with- 
draw his prohibitions and officially rescind the orders he had given relative to Mr. 
Iloberls, 

139. Although the document published by the Viceroy on this occasion was not 
altogether satisfactory, yet it was considered fully as much as we could expect, unless 
perhaps a much longer interruption had been persisted in ; and under the full persua- 
sion, however unsatisfactory the expressions in the official documents might be, that 
we had, in fact, gained what we bad proposed, namely, that of having convinced the 

Chinese 
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Chinese^ be the consequences what they mighty so improper an interference would 
never be permitted; and we consider it inexpedient to decline any longer unloading 
the ships^ since which time our business has proceeded without any material inter- 
ruption. 


EXTRACT LET PER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 25. Under this date^ is recorded a letter from Goqua, which relates to the 
subject which occasioned a discussion with the Chinese Government. 

26. In our proceedings in this department under several dates in the margin, f as 
also in our public department, are fully detailed the measures we pursued throughout 
the discussion, in which it will be seen that our refusing to unload the ships until the 
Viceroy should officially rescind the objections he had made to Mr. Roberts’s holding 
the situation to which he had been appointed, finally succeeded in obUiining an official 
document, not altogether satisfictory, although wc may hope it will be sufficient to 
prevent any attempt of a similar nature at a future period. 

27. By the publication of the Viceroy’s Edict of the 2d of December, we were 
happily relieved from the necessity of taking into consideration the adoption of the 
measure proposed in Mr. Elphinstone's Minute, of withdrawing the Honourable 
Company’s ships, for the purpose of more effectually representing what we had to 
complain of to the Government of Pekin. Carrying on an extensive commerce, 
sufficient to excite the rapacity of the officers of government, protected by no laws, 
but, on the contrary, such regulations as are made, so vague and undefined as to admit 
of any interference or interpretation that a corrupt and despotic government may be 
disposed to give them, our only hope of preventing the recurrence of these attacks is by 
a firm and decided resistance. 

28. Although we cannot but regret the delay which was occasioned, we must observe, 
it appears to have prevented our being subject to many interferences we might otherwise 
have been exposed to from the Hoppo. The very violent and arbitrary manner in 
which he commenced the functions of his office was sufficient to show what would 
have been his conduct had he not been checked. From the time of our commencing 
unloading the ships no interference or interruption w’orthy of remark has been 
experienced. 
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(G.)— FIRST LTKUTENANT OF HIS M.AJESTY’S SHIP INDEFATIOABLE, ATTACKED 
WHILE ON SHORE, AND SEVERELY ILL-TREATED BY THE CHINESE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 298. The particulars will be noticed by your Honourable Court on our pro- Ill-ireatmcnt 

ceedings of this season, of an appeal which we had occasion to make to the justice of ^ Kings officir. 

the 
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the Chinese Govcrnmenl, in concurrence with Captain Briggs of His Majesty’s ship 
( lorinilcs in consequence of the First Lieutenant of the Indefatigable having been 
attndaMi and severely ill-treated, and also plundered of a gun by the Chinese on shore, 
near the anchorage at Chunpee. 

It is satisfactory to be enabled to add, that in this instance, not only very great 
rciuliness was shown by the officers of Government to attend to our complaint, but 
complete redress actually obtained, the principal offender liavlng been secured and 
brought to Canton, and the gun recovered and restored to the Captain of His Majesty’s 
ship Indefatigable. 


( 7 .)-RESPECnNO THE EMDAllllASSED CTUCUMSTANCES OF SOME OF THE HONG 

MEUCHANTS. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELEC T COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d March 1813. 

Par. 2. We have noticed in this department the proceedings of the European 
creditors of the Hongs of C'onsecqua, Exchin, Manhop, Poonequa and Goqua, and 
the arrangements which they have made for the recovery of their debts ; having for the 
chief object the equalizing the claims on these Merchants with respect to the interest, 
and from such funds as may arise to the Merchants in the course of their commercial 
transactions, an equal distribution will be made among the claimants. 

3. This arrangement, which is equitable as far as the parties are concerned, will 
have the cflect of relieving the Merchants from the pressing importunities of any of 
their European creditors. The alternative which was left at the option of the 
European creditors, was an application to the Chinese Government for the payment of 
their debts, which w-ould have occasioned the bankruptcy of the Hongs, and much 
inconvenience and delay to the Honourable Company’s affairs would probably have 
arisen during the present season. The funds from whence these debts w'ould be 
charged must be raised by the imposition of furllicr duties on European Commerce. 
From the state of the commercial relations of other nations with C hina at present, the 
tax mast have fallen heavily on the Company’s trade, under these circumstances we 
consider the arrangement to be the most beneficial for the Honourable Company’s 
affairs whicli could have been adopted, and consequently fully deserving every assistance 
which wc may have it in our power to afford. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31$t March 1813. 

Par. 10. We noticed in our proceedings in this department a message which the 
Hoppo had sent through Pinqua, relative to the re-esiablishment of C hunqua’s Hong, 
in the Honourable Company’s employment. On a visit which his Excellency lately 
paid at the Factory, he again introduced the subject, and requested that Chunqiia might 
be readmitted ; not altogether approving of this interference, it was merely observed in 

reply 
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reply^ that the Committee had not at that time determined on these arrangements, but 
when concluded the result would be communicated to his Excellency. 

11. Ill the present circumstances of the trade, together with the former conduct of 
Chunqua, we perhaps had no great cause to wish for a renewal of intercourse ; at the 
same time, from the anxiety which Cliunqua has evinced to be again admitted to the 
Company’s business, it may be fairly presumed that he will be extremely cautious of 
taking any measures which may deserve the reprehension of the Committee, and it is 
to be hoped that his future conduct will be such as to give no cause to regret our 
having acceded to his request; the proposition of business which we have allotted to 
Chunqua is about two shares. 

12. With the exception of Pinqua, to whom w'e have appropriated four share.s, and 
of Mowqua, who has three, the proportions of the business allotted to the other Mer- 
chants are the same as before. Tlie introduction of Chunqua is provided for by the 
addition of two shares to the former number of twenty. 

13. The situation, however, of many of the Hong Merchants is such (being coii.sider- 
ahly indebted to Europeans) that we do not consider it to be advisable to adhere to a 
strict distribution of the bu.siness in the shares as here specified. 

14. The profits arising from the trade which these Merchants may be enabled to 
carry on with Eiiropean.s, is the source from whence their debts are to be liquidated (un- 
less application is made to the Government, when their debts will be discharged by the 
body of the Hong Merchants from funds arising from the imposition of further duties on 
the foreign trade), consequently it becomes desirable to throw as large a proportion of 
business into the hands of the Merchants thus .situated, as may be done consistent with 
the interests of the Honourable Company, and without detriment to the investment. 

15. The manner in which the contracts are now made, by the 1 Va Merchants cornraii- 
nicating to us tlicir arrangements with the Hong Merchants, for whom we in fact be- 
come responsible, the necessary advances on the contracts being paid to the Tea Mer- 
chants from our treasury ; and on the leas being weiglied and received, the long-ells for 
the amount remaining due being delivered at once from the Factory, the confidence of 
the Tea Mcrcliant and the credit of the Hong Merchant (a.s far as relates to the trans- 
action) is eomplclely c.stablished; and there appears no cause to apprehend that the teas 
will not prove to be equally good with those delivered by other Merchants. We have 
considered it therefore expedient to limit the division of the business in the shares speci- 
fied, to the amount of the teas actually required by the estimate, and to divide the fur- 
ther provision of Congo which it is advisable to contract for, among the Merchants, Con- 
seequa. Exchin, Man hop, Poonequa, and Goqua. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Deportment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 167. Wk have at various times had the honour to detail to your Honourable 
Court the situation of the majority of the Hong Merchants ; their situation at the close 
of 1806-7 was that of complete insolvency. 
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168. In the seasons immediately followings their true situation became at first sus- 
pected, and the n fully ascertained, and on their credit failing them entirely, they be- 
came exposed to all the harassing importunities and distress which was to be expected 
would take place from their numerous creditors. 

169. On the loss of their credit their commercial transactions became daily more em- 
barrassed ; that part of the Honourable Company’s investment which those Merchants 
liad to provide became injured in quality, and was obtained with difficulty ; the sums 
required for duties, and which must be paid, were not forthcoming, and the ruin of five 
Hongs, viz. Consecqua, Exchin, Manhop, Poonequa, and Goqua, appeared inevitable. 

107. It then becomes a question for the consideration of the Committee, whether it 
was expedient for the interest of the Company and the trade generally that these Mer- 
chants should be allowed to fail, or by stepping forward to their assistance, exertions 
should be made to uphold the Hongs, and that such profits as might arise from their com- 
mercial transactions should be applied to the liquidation of their debts. By the failure 
of so many Hongs, debts due to the Honourable Company and individuals, amount- 
ing in tlie aggregate to nearly four millions, would have remained to be adjusted, such 
part as the Government might have thought proper to acknowledge would have been 
ordered to have been paid by the remaining Merchants, probably in ten years ; who, in 
their turn, would have laid additional taxes on the foreign trade to meet the annual in- 
btalineut. The loss, together with the serious injury which must have been entailed on 
the Company’s and foreign trade was obvious ; and the C'ommittee w^ere of opinion that 
it was for the advantage of the interests more particularly committed to their charge, as 
well as to the general interests of all parties concerned, that the Hongs should continue. 

17L In coming to this decision, the Committee could not but be aware of the many 
difficulties to be encoimtered, the trouble and responsibility which they w^ere imposing 
on themselves to carry on trade with Merchants so situated, there remained but a choice 
of evils, and it wiis their duty to adopt wdiat appeared least likely to injure the interests 
committed to their charge. 

172. Considerable difficulty was experienced at first in avoiding the payment of fees 
4ind donations to the officers of Government; these difficulties were immediately lessened 
by the mild and moderate conduct of the late lloppo Te-ta Zin. 

173. On adopting the resolution to support the Merchants, the Committee considered 
it their duty to resist the application of the private creditors to be allowed a participation 
at once in any advantages that might arise from their transactions with the Merchants, 
conceiving that the Company had full right to require that the proBts arising from their 
transactions with these Merchants, should, in the first instance, be solely appropriated to 
the liquidation of their claims. On their amount being cleared off, it would remain for 
the Committee to afford any assistance in their power to private individuals. It may be 
liere proper to observe, that the conduct of the private creditors throughout merits com- 
mendation. No measures were proposed to be adopted without a previous reference, ta* 
know how far such measures might be approved by the Committee. 

174. From the situation of the Merchants it must be evident to your Honourable 
Court, that they possessed no resources within themselves from whence their balances 
could be paid off, and that the liquidation of their several debts to the Company could 
only be the work of several seasons. The payment of duties, the advance on contracts, 

and 
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and all other charges have been made from our treasury; and havings as your Honour- 
able Court are desirous should be done, reduced their respective accounts with the Com- 
pany, we are unable to concur in the remark of the 52d paragraph, under reply, that 
the Merchants arc in a much worse situation than they were in 1809-10. On the con- 
trary, we are disposed to think their circumstances arc much improved, their embarrassed 
situation being publicly known, and they themselves are now fully aware that their re- 
establishment depends entirely on their good conduct and economy; and in addition to 
this, as far as the Company’s investment is considered, we have established such an inter- 
course and understanding with the Tea Merchants as greatly advances the credit of the 
Junior Merchants of the Hong, and will prove of essential benefit in our future transac- 
tions. 

175. With respect to the advances made on contracts, we believe that they do not 
exceed what was customary in former periods. Interest equal to one per cent, per 
month is charged on the sums so advanced, and consequently no loss can be said to arise. 

176. We have been under the necessity of making, in the present season, advances on 
the payment ofdutic.s, to prevent the failure of the Hong of Futqua. Our dealings with 
that Merchant are not extensive, but we hope by care and attention in liis business, it will 
not be long before he clears his debt to the Honourable Company. 

177. Our utmost exertions are used to limit the amount of our advances to the Mer- 
chants: their indispensable demands must be complied with; but on the economy with 
which their atTuirs are transacted depends chiefly the success of the present plan adopted 
for the payment of their debts. 

178. We are unwilling to suppose that Goqua would have readily or on light grounds 
resorted to this measure, but at the same time, a certain pressure, arising from inability 
to pay his duties, which would endanger the Hong, might have proved too great to resist 
the temptation of appropriating funds passing through his hands, and wc trust your 
Honourable Court will deem this a sufficient reason tor the apprehensions expressed, and 
the advance made. 
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EXTllACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1815. 

Par. 12. It is unnecessary for us to repeat the probable consequences of so many of 
the Merchants becoming bankrupts, and the heavy additional taxation that would full on 
the trade, to enable these debts to be discharged. Our anxious endeavours have been 
constantly employed to give full effect to the arrangement. 

IS. We have met with difficulties proceeding, as we believe, from the jealousy of the 
Senior Merchants, and their desire to engross the European trade, these difficulties have 
been increased by a waiit of energy and conduct on the part of those Merchants whose 
Hongs we are endeavouring to sustain. We have only to rely on our own firmness and 
determination in resisting any attempt that may be made, and when the Senior Mer- 
chants are convinced that we are resolved to persevere in the arrangement, we may hope 
to be allowed to carry it on without molestation. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16tli January 1813. 

Par. 68. W e have on otlier occasions so fully stated to your Honourable Court the 
many and serious consequences to the Trade that must inevitably ensue from the failure 
of so many of the Hongs so deeply indebted, and whose debts would fall on the Euro- 
pean trade. We will confine ourselves at present to the remark that, under existing 
circumstances, we consider the advances made to enable the Merchants to discharge 
their duties to Government, and also the requisite advances to defray the disbursements 
of their respective Hongs, to he as necessary and expedient as any payments made to 
the Tea Merchants and others, in return for goods actually delivered ; at the same time 
we had a right to expect, that the officers of iht*. Canton Government would consider 
the advances made in a liberal ]ioint of view, and refrain from unjust practices, 
especially when these more particularly affected us; but from the officers of the Chinese 
Government we know, from experience, neither rectitude of conduct, or liberality of 
sentiment can be expected ; when an officer enters on his situation, his attention is not 
excited to a due and just performance of its duties, but to the profits that may accrue 
from it. 

69. The officer whose coiuliict has called forth the reinarlv made by your Honour- 
able Court, was notwithstanding, a mild and moderate man compared with his prede- 
cessors; and, although we experienced several vexatious interruptions, there was at all 
times a great readiness shown by llio TIoppo Lc to receive, discuss, and adjust any 
complaints we might have occasion to carry before liiin, and, on the whole, we should 
be well pleased to see the office filled by him again. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 181.5. 

Par. 12. We are wholly unable at the present moment to hazard an opinion as to 
what maybe the Viceroy’s course of proceedings in regard to the I longs of the Junior 
Merchants; wc cannot but indulge a laqie, that the more accurate information that wc 
suppose he must have obtained, together with the obvious policy of permitting the Junior 
Merchants to continue, will operate on the decision of the Viceroy, in permitting their 
Hongs to continue as before. 

13. The question, as it relates to Sir George Staunton, we understand is considered 
to be completely set at rest, by the clear and strong statement made by the Merchants; 
the Viceroy, it is said, most fully concurred in the tenor of the document, and that it 
was immediately transmitted to Pekin ; we cannot but hope that the Viceroy^s views on 
the other points connected with the foreign trade have undergone a favourable change. 

14. Wc should greatly regret giving your Honourable Committee grounds for 
believing that the situation of the Honourable Company’s affairs and interest in China 
were in a more tavourahle state than is really the case ; we have considered it necessary 
therefore, to take the earliest opportunity of laying every document before your Ho- 
nourable 
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nourable Cdmmittee, from xvlieiice it ivill be seen, the attempts that have been made to 
overturn the present ^stern of the trade, the change that was proposed to be established, 
the measure we have pursued in tlie hope of defeating the attempt, and the danger that 
still threatens the Honourable Company’s interest, and the trade generally at Canton. 

15. The measure of suspending the commercial intercourse (particularly should it be 
necessary for any length of time) is attended with such injurious efiects, that nothing 
but the conviction that no other inctisure is left for our adoption, in order to obtain for- 
bearance on the part of the Cliincse Government, can justify our resorting to it, and 
for the efficacy of the measure we depend only on the consequences that may be sup- 
posed will arise to the Chinese Government from so extensive a trade being suddenly 
interrupted. 

16. Your Honourable Committee will not fail to appreciate the difficulties experienced 
in conducting so extensive a trade, exciting the views and interests, and exposed to the 
intrigues of designing persons, protected by no laws or regulations, while the isuperior 
officers of the provincial government arc leagued with or assisting the parties acting 
against us. To resist such a combination the Committee alone can scarcely be expected 
to prove equal, and it will be for your Honourable Committee to determine on the 
measures best calculated to support and preserve the Honourable Company’s interest in 
China. 
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EXTRACT LE'CTKll in the Public Department, from the SELE(vT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable (’ourt of Directors, dated I2th March 1815. 

Par. 38. We have lately been inlbrnicd by ( V»nsecqua and tlie Junior Merchants tliat 
they are under considerable apprehensions, in consequence of Edicts which have been 
received from the Emperor and the Viceroy, relative to the foreign trade, and to their 
Hongs in particular. They stated tliut the Merchants indebted to foreigners are ordered 
to be removed. 

39. We requested that the documents might be put into our possession, which request 
the Merchants have declined compliance with, in consequence, as they have privately 
assured us, of the advice of the Hoppo. 

40. By a second Imperial Eilicl, relative to the foreign trade, we understand that the 
rcHnovingof such Merchants as are indebted to foreigners is again inenlioned, and we 
understand that the Emperor positively directs Puankbequa to resume tlic situation of 
First Merchant. 

41. A measure so unjust, and so manifestly injurious to the interests of the foreign 
trade at Canton, as breaking the Merchants who are indebted to foreigners, and whose 
heavy debts must necessarily fall on the trade in the shape of duties, we consider it to 
be our bounden duty to oppose in every way in our power. 

42. From the experience we have had of the conduct of the Government and the 
Merchants, during the last season and the present, whether proceeding from machina- 
tions of some among the Merchants, added to the want of exertion in others, or the 
hostile and unfriendly disposition of the superior officers of the Canton government, it 

appears 
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appears probable that the return of Puankhequa may be attended with beneficial effects^ 
as we may hope he will have the power of repressing any evil designs, while his known 
firmness will enable him to explain affairs more freely to the officers of Government. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 9th April 1815. 

Par. 7. We have the pleasure to acquaint your Honourable Court, Puankhequa has 
resumed the situation of First Merchant, in obedience to the Imperial Decree. 

8. On our ConsultationsS, under date the 2d instant, your Honourable Court will 
find detailed the particulars of an interview we had with Puankhequa and the other 
Merchants on that day, relative to the affairs of the Hongs that are indebted to Euro- 
peans. 

9. We have already acquainted your Honourable Court with the serious conse- 
quences which we apprehended would attend the removal of the Junior Merchants, and 
that we should consider it our hounden duty to resist such a measure on the part of the 
officers of Government by every means in our power. 

10. We have the satisfaction to state, that we have since been informed by Pinqua, 
that the Hoppo has expressed himself to be fully aware of the embarrassment that would 
arise to the general trade of Canton, should the measures proposed be carried into effect, 
and that he has promised to use his utmost endeavours to obtain the Viceroy s concur- 
rence to the support of the Junior Hongs, on the return of that officer from the tour 
of inspection in which he is at present engaged. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 9th April 1815. 

Par. 4. On the 4th instant we had the satisfaction to hear through Pinqua, that the 
Hoppo had given him the strongest assurances of his intentions to support the Junior 
Merchants, ns far as was in his power, and that he should spare no entreaties or argu* 
ments in inducing the Viceroy to concur. He proposed to avail himselfof an early occa- 
sion afler the Viceroy’s return to Canton, as he is at present absent on a tour of inspec- 
tion. 

5. The assurances of the Hoppo, so strongly and unequivocally expressed, have had 
the effect of removing, in great measure, the doubts that the various reports respect- 
ing the intentions of the Government towards the Junior Merchants had excited; and 
we were in consequence enabled to assist the Junior Merchants in their arrangements 
with their European creditors, by granting bills on the Honourable Court for the 
amount of the balances due* to them, together with a further sum beyond the amount 
which we were actually indebted ; and in consideration of all circumstances oui^ bills 
were drawn at a rate of 5s. 6d. per dollar, payable in twelve months. 


6. The 
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6. The communication made by Pinqua will further enable us to proceed with the 
necessary arrangements for providing the investiuent of the ensuing season ; and as tlie 
period of making the advances on the Twankays is arrived, our contracts with the Mer- 
chants will be made immediately after the sailing of the Scaleby Castle. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 30th April 1815. 


Par. 4. In compliance with the orders of this Government, Pimn-khe-qiia has taken 
charge of his Hong, having effected, through superior address with the Viceroy and 
others of the officers of the Government, the complete exclusion of his brothers and 
other branches of his family, who before participated in the profits of the Ilong. 

5. In consideration of Puan-khe-qua’s former situation, we proposed in our division 
of the business to allot to him the proportion annually appropriated to tlie First Mer- 
chant, but on our intentions being communicated, Puaii-khc-qua declined doing busi- 
ness to this extent, on the plea of want of capital (unless we would assist him with ad- 
vances), and further, that we must stipulate to pay up the amount of his teas at the 
close of the season. 

0. We must observe, that Puan-khe-qua advanced another argument, which, could 
it be relied on, does him more credit, which was, that he was unwilling to interfere witli 
our arrangements respecting the Junior Merchants, as by the extent of their dealings 
with IIS their circumstances and credit were chiefly to be restored. 

7. Under the unusual stipulation of his account being paid off at the c1o.se of the sea- 
son, and which we cannot possibly suppose the real state of his capital to warrant, to- 
gether with the obvious policy of assisting the Junior Merchants, the wishes expressed 
by Puan-khe-qua to engage in business with us on a more limited scale than we had 
proposed, were readily acceded to. 

8. The conduct of Chunqua, in the opinion of die Committee, was such as to merit 
the severest marks of their displeasure ; and an entire discontinuance of all commercial 
transactions between the Company and Chunqua would have been the proper return for 
his unjustifiable proceedings towards us. On the return of Piian-khc-qua, however, we 
did not feel altogether confident as to the line of conduct he might think it proper to 
pursue ; and as Chunqua appeared to us to promise the best, if not the only check on 
Puan-khe-qua, should he propose to embarrass the Irade witli restrictions, we deemed it 
rather politic to continue our business with Chunqua. Accordingly we made contracts 
with him to the same extent as in this season. 

9. After the experience we have had of Chunqua’s conduct, it is apparent that no 
reliance can be placed on him, and it will require a con.sidei'able period of service to re- 
move the unfavourable impressions that his conduct has given. We must hope that the 
sums of money that these intrigues cannot but cost him, together with the failure of the 
ends proposed, will induce him to sec his real interests, and urge him to use such influ > 
ence as he may possess with the officers of Government in disposing them favourably to- 
wards that trade by which he benefits. 
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!0 Witli the exception of a reduction from Pinqiia’s business, who is considered as 
the second Merchant in our division of business, the allotment to the other Merchants 
was the same as in this season. 

11. We are still unable to speak decidedly of the Viceroy's intentions respecting the 
Junior Merchants. Since his return to Canton we understand he has expressed his in 
tention of making inquiries into the state of the Merchants’ accounts with foreigners ; 
but we believe he cannot but be now fully aware of the impolicy of carrying his former 
intentions of removing these Hongs into effect. 

12. In the course of the communications which have passed on this subject, we have 
had opportunities of hearing indirectly that the principal officers of the Canton Govern- 
nienl, as well as the Hoppo, were fully aware of the expediency of the Government not 
interfering with the Hong Merchants. The question, however, appears to rest entirely 
with the Viceroy to decide, and it is much to be regretted that the presumption and ob- 
stinacy of his character is unfortunately such as to leave the question still in doubt. 

13. We are unwilling to anticipate evils, but in the event of the Junior Merchants 
being removed, the strongest appeal against the Viceroy’s injustice will be required from 
us; and we should hope a subject of such importance could not fail to excite the atten- 
tion of the Imperial Government of Pekin, where we must further hope the conduct of 
the Viceroy towards us, in this and in the preceding season, would meet with severe 
censure. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th October 1815. 

Par. 25. We have much satisfaction in acquainting your Honourable Court, that the 
question relating to the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Merchants is considered 
as being finally settled, the Viceroy having made such a report to Pekin, as will ensure 
a favourable reply from the Imperial Government; and we beg to offer our congratula- 
tions on an arrangement effected in opposition to great and peculiar difficulties, and of 
the most material importance to the British commercial interests generally at this port. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Deparimeni, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1815. 

Par. 7. W'e have transferred to our Public Department the several documents and 
our proceedings on the question of the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Mer- 
chants, and as far as wc can judge from appearances at present, we believe we may con- 
gratulate your Honourable Committee on the favourable termination of that highly im- 
portant question. 


Extract 
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at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th January 1816. Rcdrcas of* 

Grievances. 

Par. 143. The approbation that your Honourable Court have been pleased to ex- 
press of the measures adopted, and of tlie arrangements made to enable the Junior Mer- ^ 
chants to carry on their business, affords us the highest satisfaction. Hong Merchants. 

144. We have on former occasions so fully submitted our sentiments on this subject 
to your Honourable Court’s consideration, that it is scarcely necessary for us here to re- 
peat, that the continuance of the Hongs in question wc consider to be of the greatest im- 
portance, not onl}^ to the interests of the Honourable Company, but to the foreign 
trade generally. We hope that no circumstances will be permitted to occasion any ma- 
terial interference or interruption in the arrangements at present existing for the extri- 
cation of the Junior Merchants from their embarrassments. ^ 

145. Our discussion with the Chinese Government during the last, and at the com- 
mencement of the present season, having been already transmitted, your Honourable 
Court will have been enabled to judge how powerfully the present system for the conti- 
nuance of the Junior Merchants in business was assailed, first by the provincial officers, 
and afterwards with the authority of the Pekin Government. 

146. From the tenor of our communications during the last season, your Honour- 
able Court will have observed that we considered the discussions in which we were 
involved not only during that period, but also in the year preceding rwhen the question 
relative to Mr. Roberts was agitated), to have had their origin in apian for the removal 
of the Junior Merchants, when the arrangements made for their extrication from their 
embarrassments must necessarily have ceased. 

147. The project to effect the removal of the Junior Merchants was very deeply laid, 
and very powerfully assisted, first by the superior provincial officers, and subsequently 
by the Imperial authority ; and we believe, from what has since occurred, that ntuhing 
but the superior officers of Government becoming convinced that the removal of the 
Junior Merchants would be followed by the suspension of the foreign trade, preserved 
them from being declared bankrupts, and sent into banishment. 

148. On our Public Proceedings, under date the 1st December, the official reply 
of the Viceroy and Fooyuen to the Emperor on this subject is entered; this document, 
we are informed, may be considered conclusive as to the continuance of the Hongs of 
the Junior Merchants, and we hope that they are not likely to be again disturbed. 

149. Under the conviction that it is of the highest importance to the interest of the 
Honourable Company that the Junior Merchants should be extricated from their em- 
barrassed situation, we shall not fail to consider it our special duty to afford every pos- 
sible aasbtance in forwarding so desirable a measure, and in giving effect to such ar- 
rangements os the trustees may have in view for that purpose. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 2Sd February 1816. 

Par. 11. Youii Honourable Committee will see recorded on our Public Consultations 
a translation of the Imperial Edict in favour of the Junior Merchants, which we trust 
may be considered conclusive of their future stability. 

12. Our faith in this document, together with a conviction that the general interests 
of the trade require us to give every possible effect to the instructions of the Honour- 
able Court in favour of supporting the credit of the Junior Merchants, have, induced us 
to give them the aid of the Honourable Company this season towards the discharge of 
another instalment of their debt to their European creditors, although the large arrear 
due by them for tlie amount of the duties advanced by Pinqua and others, upon the 
Company’s security, might otherwise seem to demand our prior and exclusive attention 
for its liquidation. 

13. But we have considered it our duty on no account to allow the favourable effect 
upon their credit, arising from the late Imperial Edict, to be counteracted by the dis- 
couraging circumstance immediately following, of their total failure in respect to a pre- 
sent dividend, and which failure might have the effect of reviving, in the minds of im- 
patient and ill-judging individuals, a wish to resort to other more summary modes of 
obtaining, or of at least applying for justice against the Hong Merchants, and whose 
effects, whatever they might be to the creditors themselves, we know would be decidedly 
and unequivocally pernicious to the interests of the Honourable Company. 

14. The arrear for the amount of duties wc fear we shall find to be augmented by the 
further sum of about 100,000 tales, wbioh Pinqua has informed us, with some degree of 
mystery, is the probable amount of the sacrifice they will have ultimately to make to the 
officers of this Provincial Government (os alluded to in our Secret Consultations of the 
early part of this season), for their assistance in averting the destruction which bung over 
them. 

15. We have only to hope that the increasing credit and respectability of these Men* 
chants, will enable them to carry on their business so successfully, as to admit of their 
setting apart a sum out of their profits, adequate both to tlie discharge of their European 
debt, and the portion of the Chinese debt guai'anteed as above by the Company, within 
a reasonable period. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 28th JaUuaiy 1831. 

Par. 21. In our Public Consultations, under date 5th Januaiy, your Honourable 
Court will observe a letter and enclosure from Mr. Jardine, acting as trustee in behalf 
of the creditors of Chunqua’s IJong. 

22. These claims have been in abeyance for nearly two years ; and ns it appears that 
the creditors were now quite hopeless of obtaining any redress or justice, excepting 

through 
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through the influence which we might possess with the Chinese Government, they ap- 
plied to us for aid, whibh, under the circumstances of the case, we have considered it 
our duty to afford them. 

23. We beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to our Public Consultations, under 
the dates noted in the margin,^ for the detail of the negociations we have entered on 
Vith the Government; and the statements made by the Hong Merchants on this subject. 
We are happy to say that we have been so far successful as to obtain an acknowledg- 
ment of the justice of the claims, and that the Cohong hold themselves responsible for 
the discharge of the debt. We have also obtained a positive pledge from the Mer- 
chants, that two lacs of dollars shall be paid before the new year, and a third lac during 
the 4th moon of the ensuing year, being the proceeds of the disposal of a part of 
Chunqua*s property. 


(8.)— ATTEMPT OF THE CHINESE TO ESTABLISH A COIIONG. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 275. In our proceedings, as stated in the margin, t your Honourable Court 
will observe the attempt that was made in the early part of the season to establidi 
Cohong Regulations, and the steps taken by the Committee. 

276. Immediate application was made to the Merchants and Hoppo, from whom wc 
received the strongest assurance, that os far as Europeans were concerned, nothing was 
intended ; the latter asserting, that it was merely for the purpose of insuring the pay- 
ment of the Imperial duties, and the Merchants that the regulations existed merely in 
form. 

277. How far these assertions may be relied on, remains to be proved. Hitherto tlie 
form of affixing a value on the goods is all that has been attempted ; nor has it had the 
effect of preventing higher duties being given the day following ; and it may be further 
observed, that Pinqua, who, os director, established IST. 7m., os tlie price for the Com- 
pany’s cotton, subsequently purchased it at 14 tales per pecul. 

278. If the establishment of a Cohong system was to be seriously attempted, it would 
become the duty of all trading to this port flrmly and decidedly to resist ; much delay 
and inconvenienoe might arise from the discussion ; at the same time there appears good 
grounds to believe^ a united and well conducted resistance would ultimately prove 
successful. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 22. We have recorded, under these dates,* some communications made to us 
relative to the establishing the Cohong system. 

23. The Merchants most positively deny all knowledge of the proposition having been 
made, and at the same time express their decided objections to the establishing this 
system ; how far they are sincere it is impossible to say ; but we have little to depend 
on either their liberality or their judgment, for if they possessed either, the attempt 
would be decidedly discouraged, as the ultimate ruin of the trade must be the result of 
the establishing such a system. 

24. For the present we are disposed to believe that it is merely a form gone through 
of affixing a price on all goods at the Consoo house. Should the attempt be seriously 
made to establish the system, it will require the firm and decided refusal, on the part of 
Europeans, to trade till these regulations are rescinded ; and if properly pursued, this 
mode of resistance will doubtless prove successful, although considerable delay may be 
the consequence. 


EXTRACT LETTER In the Secret Department, from the PRESIDENT of the 
SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the C'hairman of the Court of Directors, 
* dated 23d February 1815. 

Par. 2. On the 11th I received privately a copy of an Imperial Edict from Pekin 
respecting the foreign trade. A translation of this document I consider it proper to trans- 
mit to you by the earliest conveyance that offers. 

3. This document confirms the apprehensions entertained by the Select Committee, 
that in the proceedings of the Canton Government, particularly in the months of Sep- 
tember and October last, some attempts were meditated against the privileges allowed to 
the foreign trade, by the establishing the Cohong ; and in order the more effectually to 
carry this point, the ruin and removal of some of the Junior Merchants, who might be 
disposed to assist us in resisting the project, was in contemplation* 

4. By the measures of resistance adopted by the Committee, the attempt appears to 
have been defeated for the time, os the officers of the Canton Government found them- 
selves placed in too delicate a situation, (the prospect of the foreign trade being com- 
pletely interrupted), to persevere on their own authority. The instigators of these 
attempts were therefore obliged to look for further assistance, and, by a course of 
intrigues, it would appear, that they have succeeded in gaining the imperial sanction; 
evidently, however, by imposing falser statements on bis Majesty. 

5. From a perusal of the document it will at once appear that the complaint of an 
tme(jiual distribution of the Company’s business must come from one of the senior mer- 
chants. 


* June )7s July 4; and August Ih 



SELECT OOIkfMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 501 


chants. < Unless urged by one of these, a circumstance so entirely out of the concerns of 
the officers of government could not have been thought of ; indeed, the whole of the 
contents of this document, when we connect them with the occurrences of this season, as 
also of the last (namely, the order to establish the Cohong system in July 1813, and 
the discussions respecting Mr. Roberts), all tend to conhrm me in the belief that these 
measures originate either with Pinqua or Chunqua, for Alowqna appears to stand com- 
pletely acquitted. 

6. The little cordiality shown by Pinqua generally towards the English, and an 
equally strong bias towards the Americans, with whom he has many concerns, and 
whose ships are loaded on his own account, might induce suspicions to be attached to 
him ; but then again his general conduct in supporting the Junior Merchants, by assisting 
them in arranging their contracts, his becoming security for, or in advancing their duties ; 
and his arguments to me have invariably, when the situation of these merchants was dis- 
cussed, been in favour of their being supported. These circumstances, combined with his 
known dislike to any intercourse with the officers of his government, strongly concur in 
inducing the Committee to exculpate Pinqua; while, from every concurring information 
and circumstance, there appears to be equally strong and sufficient reasons for fixing 
the measure on Chunqua. 

7. The official edicts respecting native servants, the seizure of the linguist Ayeu, the 
fomenting the irritation of the government, in consequence of* the supposed continued 
aggressions on Chinese neutrality by His Majesty's ship Doris, had for their object the 
involving the Committee in a serious discu.ssion with the Government, in which it was 
no doubt fully expected that the Committee would have been intimidated into submission 
and compliance with any measures that might have been resolved on by the Canton 
Government. These measures would have been the ruin and removal of several of 
the junior Hongs, and the establishment of the Cohong system, of which, from his 
influence, Chunqua would have become the sole director. By effecting the removal of 
the other merchants, a larger proportion of the foreign and Company's trade would have 
fallen to his share, whilst he possessed the means and authority to affix the prices of all 
commodities. 

8. On the trade being suspended by order of the Viceroy, in September, had the 
Committee proceeded to request the government to withdraw its prohibitions, or had any 
anxiety been expressed on the subject, the price of loading the ships would have been 
the completion of Chunqua's views. Finding, however, that the Committee took such 
decided measures, and that they also refused to trade, the Viceroy and Canton govern- 
ment became alarmed as to the consequences to themselves, and were therefore unwil- 
ling to proceed, and accordingly the arrangement with Sir George Staunton was 
effected 

9. From the information that 1 have been enabled to collect, it appears that the 
Viceroy and superior officers of the Canton Government were by no means aware of 
being (as they were in fact), tools in the hands of Chunqua, or were they made acquainted 
with the precise objects he had in view. Living entirely removed from all intercourse 
with foreigners, the superior officers of the Government are generally very ignorant 
respecting foreign trade, and are enabled to form but very imperfect ideas of the 
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character end conduct of the Honourable Company's servants; hence, by gaining the 
persons about the superior officers, whether relatives, clerks, or domestics, Cbunqua is 
enabled to give a bias on the occurrence of any affair; and on this their officers ground 
their proceedings. 

10. From the tenor of the document, ns it relates to an inquiry into the debts owing 
by the Junior Merchants, proposing their removal, and future regulations for the 
trade, it will be obvious that it is of most serious import to the interests of tlie 
Honourable Company in China. If these orders are carried into effect, and the 
Merchants are declared bankrupts, their debts, to the amount nearly of 4,000,000 of 
dollars, would remain to be levied from the trade in the shape of Consoo charges. A 
circumstance, in my opinion, not more to be dreaded than that the trade should fall 
under the exclusive management of one or even two Merchants. To preserve the trade 
from this most serious injury, it will require every exertion that the Committee have it 
in their power to make, by firmly resisting, or in other words, by suspending the trade,* 
should the Merchants be threatened, and at the same time to endeavour to impress on 
the Viceroy the serious consequences that will follow. 

11. The personal attack on Sir George Staunton may almost be considered 
unworthy of notice. It proves that no measures will be left untried to carry their 
point. It was expected (as it was no doubt, when the objections to Mr. Roberts were 
revived), that this persorial attack would have the effect of intimidating, and operate 
in preventing any resistance on the part of the Committee, from an apprehension 
of personal loss and inconvenience to themselves. The Committee can only rely on the 
confidence and support to be given them by the Honourable Court of Directors ; for 
unless they shrink from the discharge of their duty, and surrender the conduct of their 
affairs to the management of Chunqua, they must be prepared to expect that these 
personal attacks will be repeated. There is in fact no charge, of whatever nature it 
may be, whether of treason against the State, or a violation of the laws and regu- 
lations of the Empire, that Chunqua may not procure to be alleged against any 
Member of the Committee; and with the same facility, by means of the bamboo or 
torture, any number of witnesses may be brought forward to attest the truth of the 
accusation. 

12. It is impossible for me, at present, to say what measures the Government may 
pursue in consequence of this Edict, or whether farther orders may be received from 
Pekin. I am unable, therefore, to state what measures the Committee may be called 
on to adopt to defeat their projects. I chiefly rely on the conviction^iwith which I 
trust the Government and the Merchants are impressed, that the Committee will not 
submit to the proposed regulations ; and the attempt to carry them into effect will be 
the ruin of the trade. 

13. The serious consequences that may be expected to follow the suspension 
of the foreign trade have, I understand, been already brought to the consideration 
of the Viceroy and superior officers of the Provincial Government. The number 
of pei-sons of various descriptions that w^ould be deprived of employment and 
exposed to want, would soon become discontented, insurrections and disturbances, 
bands of robbers by land, and pirates by water, would be the consequence, and 

which 
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.vhich w^ak and corrupt Government cannot contemplate without the most serious 
apprehensions* 

14*. From the communications that have been made to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee, more particularly in the last and present season, the anxious 
and difficult situation in which the Select Committee are placed cannot fail to 
appear. It will be seen that the extensive trade carried on, sufficient to excite 
the views and designs of interested persons, is wholly unprotected by any laws or 
regulations. From the systematic corruption and venality of the officers of Govern- 
ment, those who should be the protectors of the trade are found to be leagued 
against it. It will be seen that little or no assistance is to be derived from the 
other Hong Merchants, who scarcely can be depended on for even communicating 
what occurs. The Committee have therefore only to rely on their judgment to 
decide on, and their firmness to persevere in, the measures they may adopt to pre- 
vent the injury tliat the trade is threatened with; a» their representations and 
remonstrances are either rejected or not attended to, there remains no alternative 
to obtain a hearing or redress, than suspending the trade they are appointed to 
carry on. 

15. The disadvantages that the Committee labour under in being compelled to resort 
to this extreme measure, are obvious. The injury and the loss that must necessarily 
attend an interruption to the trade, cannot but strongly induce a disposition to question 
the expediency or the necessity for the measure. Many points may induce a discussion 
with the Government, that may at first sight appear trivial ; while to those more 
experienced, and more intimately acquainted with the character and conduct of the 
officers of the Chinese Government, are known to involve most important consequences. 
It may be further noticed, that the Chinese officers of Government, habituated in deceit 
and misrepresentation, assume^a plausible and specious mode of reasoning, that it is 
calculated to mislead those who have to judge at a distance. We rely with confidence 
on the discernment and on the indulgence of the Honourable Court of Directors, at the 
same time, from the considerations here adverted to, however the Committee may feel 
satisfied, and know that they are duly discharging the duties of the important trust 
reposed in them, cannot fail to excite a degree of anxiety as to the future decision that 
is to be passed upon their conduct. 

16. In the situation in which the trade is placed, it is liable to be interrupted at the 
caprice of an individual ; and should the Viceroy for the time chance to be rather more 
ignorant, and at the same time more violent in disposition than his predecessors, a com- 
plete interruption to the trade niu-st inevitably ensue. 

17. There appears to be no mode so likely to prevent these injurious consequences 
as that of establishing a direct and frequent communication between the two Govern- 
ments. Missions on a far more moderate scale than the former Embassy may prove 
fully as efficacious. No particular act or appearance of favour, or concession, need be 
expected from the Chinese Government. The beneficial effects will be in placing the 
British nation on a more respectable footing with respect to China ; and their frequent 
communications, independent of the superior advantage an Embassy will now possess 
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of English interpreters, will prove to the Provincial Authorities that remonstrances can 
be conveyed to Pekin. 

I liave the honour to remain, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. T. Elphinstone. 

Canton, 23d February 1815. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1815. 

Par. 4. Wb have the honour to forward by the (’ambridge a copy of our proceedings 
in this Department since tlie departure of the Earl Spencer, to which we beg to refer 
your Honourable Committee for the detail of the important documents issued by the 
Chinese Government respecting the Foreign Trade, together with our sentiments 
thereon. 

5. By the Russian ship Henry, our President had the honour to forward, addressed 
to tlie Ploiioiirable the Chairman, a copy of the Edict received from Pekin, recorded 
in our diary under date the 11th February. 

8. Since that date we have obtained the copy of an Imperial Edict, being in reply to 
the statement made by the Viceroy from Canton on the 30th November, wherein certain 
regulations for the Foreign Trade were proposed, the documents are recorded under 
date the 3d March. 

7. In our consultations of tlie lith February and 3d March, we have endeavoured to 
trace and to explain the causes that have excited the Chinese Government to the 
measures they have adopted in the last and in this season, it will appear that the 
influence and the intrigues of Chunqua, combined wnth the want of firmness, and in 
the case of the discussion respecting His Majesty’s ships, a want of inclination on the 
part of Pinq\i.a, may be considered as the sources from whence our serious differences 
have proceeded 

8. In consequence of the resistance in.Tdc to the mtasures of the Canton Government 
in October and November, and the arrangements llicy were induced to accede to with 
Sir George Staunton, Chunqua may be considered to have failed at that time in 
establishing what he had in view, namely the removal of some of the Merchants, in 
order that he might liave a larger proportion of the trade, and the establishment of 
the Cohong system in order that he might conduct that trade as it best suited to his 
purposes. 

9. Determined, however, on making further attempts, he appears to have obtained 
by his influence a communication to be made to bis Imperial Majesty, whereby mis- 
representation as to the state and conduct of tlie Foreign State, certain precautionary 
regulations were expected to be directed, as would be suited to his views; and in order 
to .secure compliance on the part of tlie Committee, the personal attack, and charges 
alleged respecting Sir George Staunton, appear to have been brought forward ; these. 
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it was no doubt expected, would fully answer the purpose of intimidating and of deter- 
ring any servant of the Honourable Company from disputing his wishes. 

10. As far as the regulations respecting the Foreign Trade go, it would seem that 
there is a singular coincidence in the report made by the Viceroy and that made through 
the influence of Chunqua. The report respecting Sir George Staunton is alto- 
gather without the knowledge of the Viceroy, while the recal of Puankhequa to officiate 
as head Hong Merchant is known to be wholly independent of Chunqua, as in fact no 
measure could more completely check his view and designs than the return of Puank- 
hequa. 

11. How far the Viceroy and Fooyuen acted under Chunqua*s influence is therefore 
uncertain ; or whether it still continues to operate and direct their decisions, under the 
circumstances in which the Foreign Trade is placed, viz. a Merchant possessing the 
extraordinary talents for intrigue, and the influence that jChunqua appears to possess, 
the extraordinary state of alarm and irritation that the distracted state of the empire 
seems to have occasioned to the Imperial Government, while at the same time the 
provincial authorities seem to be particularly ill-disposed, the return of a person of 
Puankhequa’s character and firmness may be expected to be attended with beneficial 
eflects. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 26th March 
1817. 

Par. 13. The judicious measures adopted by our predecessors to check the Senior 
Merchants in their endeavours to establish the Cohong system, we hope have had their 
due effect, at least there does not appear any outward or public wish to continue the 
attempt. The formal observances are still continued, and the three Merchants arc 
only admitted to the Viceroy’s presence ; but we arc inclined to believe our firm 
resistance to this measure is so well understood that no serious attempt will be made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the(’'ourt of Directors, dated I9th March 1825. 

Par. 40. In discussions with the provincial officers we have always evinced to the 
Hong Merchants our sense of the impropriety of conducting any public business to 
which every Hong Merchant is not a party ; the only way wc po.ssessed of demonstrating 
our opposition to the formation of a Cohong was by always insisting on the attendance 
of all the Merchants wlien the two Senior Merchants presenU'd themselves with letters 
or communications with the Government. 

41. It is long since the establishment of a Cohong for commercial purposes was 
directed by the Provincial Government; nor are we aw'are of any attempt on the part 
of the Senior Merchants to control the proceedings of their junior colleagues, or the 
existence of other influence than that which Pinqua naturally derives from the obliga- 
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tion^ which his wealth has enabled him to confer upon the principal part of the Junior 
Hongs. 

42. From the division of interests which now exists among the Senior Merchants, 
there is little dread of any injury being derived to the commercial interest of the 
Oompany by their coalition. Ghunqua and Pinqua may rather be looked upon as 
contending rivals than be dreaded for the establishment of a community of proceedings. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Separate Department, from the SELECT COM- 
MITTEE at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1830. 

Part of Par. 7. 1'he forfeiture of the pledge given to foreigners by the Viceroy, that 
the elder Chunqua should bo caused to return to Canton, is greatly destructive of confi- 
dence in the promises of the Goa ernment. Without entering into discussion upon the 
probable causes of such inconsistent acts, Ave could only come to the decision that the 
Cohoiig system would he thereby established, which, by placing the trade under the 
immediate control of the local government, facilitates their views of private emolument, 
imposes fixed prices upon import and export commodities, and, by destroying importation, 
throws the whole weight of government extortions upon the Tea Trade of the Honourable 
Company. 

8. The present state of the Hong appears to afford a tempting opportunity for 
the introduction of the system to viJiich we allude. At the head is llowqua, a Merchant 
of great mercantile talent and property, estimated to be of large value, but which, united 
with the natural timidity of his dis])ositioii, renders him an easy prey to the avarice of the 
local officers. Fuankhequa, though sup|X)sed to possess a considerable property, cannot 
compete in trade with Howqua, and has always confined his dealings within fixed limits, 
conducting them in conformity with the views of the Senior Merchants. Mowqua, long 
a debtor of Howqua’s, has lately increased his obligations to maintain the very existence 
of his Hong. At the time that this subject was under our consideration the Hong of 
Chunqua was necessarily deemed to be extinct. The resixjctability of the Hong of 
Goqua depends ujx)n the life of a relation of the Merchant, now rendered exceedingly 
precarious by age and sickness. It owed its restoraiioii from bankruptcy in 1814 to a 
loan from Howqua, and since that time has paid submissive deference to the will of that 
Merchant. The Hongs of Kinqua and Fat([ua cannot be viewed, commercially speaking, 
as of independent character. 

9. From the foregoing considerations, it results that Howqua exercises unlimt t^ d 
power over the interests of the whole foreign trade, while he is himself as immediately 
subject to the control of the Government. The establishment of the Cohong system is 
virtually effected, and it has been lately exemplified in the case of the American tea trade, 
the circumstances of which are as follows : 

10. Upon the suspension of our trade this season, the American Merchants, encouraged 
by the prospect of being the sole purchasers of tea in the market, combined to reduce the 
price of that commodity below the standard of last year. This combination was for some 
time steadily adhered to, but was finally overruled by the influence of Howqua, and 

prices 
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prices exacted exceeding considerably those of the preceding season. The American 
Merchants have been compelled to submit to this increased appreciation, which in some 
kinds of tea has amounted to eight tales percent. 

11. A desire to destroy competition in trade has long characterized the policy of the 
Chinese Government. It was counteracted by ihe firm resistance of Mr. Elphinstone, 
President, with his colleagues the members of the Select C^ommittee, in the year 1814; 
and the good effects of that decisive stand have extended up to the present time. I'he 
Hongs of Chunqua and jManhop have of late years betm princijmlly instrumental in main- 
taining competition of prices, and wc viewed with sincere regret a iloor opened for the 
introduction of the restrictive system, by the insolvency of the two Hongs above- 
mentioned. 

12. It is unnecessary to point out to your Honourable Court the ruinous prospect 
threatened to comtnerce by the exchange of commodities at fixed prices dictated by one 
party. Competition must ever be deemed tlic source of spirit'and energy in trade; when 
withdrawn, a gradual decline will ensue in all countrie.s, !)ut especially when, as in this, 
it is accelerated by the rapacity of a local government indifferent to every thing but tem- 
porary advantage to themselves. 

13. AVc have dreaded the approach of this alarming condition of affairs through the 
whole progress of our proceedings, and we view the prevention of it as of greater inijxir- 
tance than all the other subjects which we have brought to the notice of the Government 
unitedly. Our suggestions of improvement of system, and our claims for tlie redress of 
grievances, have indeed all been founded upon the principle of averting this great and 
impending evil, the precursor of the total annihilation of the trade. But if the Chinese 
Government would have replaced affairs in such a state as to remove these apprehensions, 
by the restoration of the Hong of Chunqua, and the establishment of new Hongs of 
respectability and property, even to a limited number, wc should have been induced to 
wave other considerations. Wc beg to explain distinctly to your Honourable Court, that 
our proposals of reformation were founded upon the fact, which was acknowledged by the 
Government itself, that natives of substance would not engage in the foreign trade under 
the old system. We have never wished to force a commercial code upon the Chinese 
authorities, at variance with the regulations of the Empire, but considered it incumbent 
to point out impediments, when the plea of impracticability was urged in defence of our 
non-compliance with the positive commands of the Court of Pekin. 

14. Seeing that the evil which wc had dreaded at the commencement and through the 
progress of this discussion, the introduction of the Cohong system, could no longer be 
viewed as a matter of doubt and speculation, but hod actually been put in force, m c turned 
our attention to the circumstances under which we could renew commercial transactions, 
subject to the baneful influence of its action, and endeavoured to form an estimate of the 
probable success of our endeavours to resist it. 
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Kedi«M of (9.)— EMBASSY UNDER LORD AMHERST. 

(TrievanceS) &c. 

Lord Amherst’s 

Eubtnjr. extract LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 6th June 1816. 

Par. 4. His Majesty’s ship Orlando h.aving put us in possession of your Honourable 
Court’s Instructions of the 15th and 25th September and 4th Octolier 1815, and the 
intelligence of the intended Mission having almost immediately after begun to circulate 
among the Portuguese at this Settlement, upon the receipt of their newspapers by their 
ships from Bengal, we were sensible that not a moment was to be lost in anticipating the 
effects of false and unauthenticated reports, by a full and ofHcial communication on the 
subject to the local government. 

6. On the 28th ultimo, we accordingly addressc^d his Excellency the Fooyucn (who is 
the acting Viceroy) on this important subject, and transmitted our despatch express to 
Canton under cover to the Hong Merchants. We have since had the satisfaction to learn 
from two Hong Merchants, who were ordered to proceed to Macao by the Fooyuen, 
that his Excellency has opened and read our address, and has engaged to forward a 
despatch on the subject express to Pekin, the moment he has received our replies to cer- 
tain queries of no material importance, which were received on the 3d instant, and the 
answers transmitted by us to Canton to Sir Theophilus Metcalfe the same evening. 

6. Sir Theophilus Metcalfe returned to his station from Bengal, and took his seat as 
second member of this Committee, on the 30th ultimo. On the same day, the arrival of 
the Honourable Company’s ship Thomas Grenville put us in p)ssession of the letter from 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Viceroy ; and Sir George Staunton feeling it his duty 
to await at Macao the arrival of his Excellency the Ambassador, Sir Theophilus Metcalfe 
readily offered his services to proceed to Canton in execution of the instructions received 
on this subject from your Honourable (’ommittee. He left Macao in a chop boat on the 
1st, accompanied by IMr. Morrison, Mr. Daniell, .and Captain Clavell, of his Majesty’s 
ship Orlando, and we are in hourly expectation of some account of the opening of the 
business of his mission. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret ilepartment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 7th July 1816. 

l^ar. 1. We had last the honour to address your Honourable Committee in this depart- 
ment on the 1st of June, by the American ship Beverley, and have now the honour to 
forward a duplicate of the same. 

2. In our jwstscript to thaT: letter we informed your Honourable Committee that neces- 
tary arrangLMnents had been made at Canton for presenting the letter from the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire ; we have now to congratulate your Honourable 

Committee 
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Committee on the readiness shown by the Pooyuen (acting as Viceroy) to receive tins 
communication, and the letter was placed in his hands by Sir Theopiiilus Metcalfe, within 
four-and-twenty hours after his arrival at Canton. A requisition was made by Sir Theo- 
philus Metcalfe to be allowed the privilege of a seat during the audience ; but this was 
refused, on tlie ground of the necessity on this important occasion of receiving this letter 
in the public hall of the palace, called the Emperor's Hall, in which Mandarins of high 
rank, who must he present, would be standing ; it was added, that should the Fooyucn 
require further information, he would receive Sir T. Metcalfe in a private room, and a 
seat would be granted. As at that time we were in daily expectation of the arrival of 
Ijord Amherst, it was highly desirable to meet the readiness shown upon this oceasion, 
and of the utmost importance to ensure a speedy notification of the ap]woach of the 
Embassy at Pekin. Sir T. Metcalfe therefore judged it proper to wave this privilege on 
the present occasion, and would not delay the communicatiQn by entering into a nego- 
tiation of which there appeared little prospect of success. On the 4th of June, Sir T. 
Metcalfe proceeded to the city, accompanied by raj)tain Clavcll and such gentlemen of 
the Factory as were in Canton. He expresses himself much pleased with the reception 
he met. 

3. On the 5th, a set of interrogatories were brought to the b'actory by the Merchants, 
Avhich they asserted they were directed by the FcKiyuen to put to Sir T. Metcalfe. To 
these ap{)ropriate replies were given. Hie IVIerchants di*clared that the report w'ould be 
sent to Pekin on tlie following day, and every thing apj^eared most satisfactory. 

4. In a few days after it appeared that Captain Clavell’s name had been put first in the 
paper delivered by them to the Fooyuen, and that he was considered as the person who 
had presented the letter. The Merchants called at the h'actory to state that tlicy had 
received an order directing them to give a bond, securing that the four gentlemen who 
presented the letter should remain for the answer from Pekiu ; Sir T. Metc4ilfe ccnild not 
but express his displeasure at this act of the McTchants, as they had been fully apprised 
of the object of Captain Clavoll in accompanying him, arising from a wish to pay his 
personal respects to the Fooyuen. AVitli res|)ect to any bond of security, they were at 
liberty to act as they pleased with respect to Sir T. Metcalfe, who would undoubtedly 
remain for the answer ; but they were wjirned of evil consequences to themselves should 
they bind themselves for any other person, more particularly a Captain in Jlis Majesty’s 
Navy, who they well knew was independent of the Select Conmiittcc. The measures 
adopted by Sir T. Metcalfe to assist the Merchants in this dilemma are recorded in thi.s 
department, and we trust will meet the ap])rohation of yoiir Honourable Coniniittce. 
This affair occasioned the Merchants much trouble and long attendance at the palace for 
some days, and was as usual got rid of by an expedient. 

5. Every thing appearwl to go on satisfactorily when Sir Theophilus Metcalfe left 
Canton, excepting some private communications from Ilowqua and Puankhequa, with a 
view of dissuading Sir George Staunton from accompanying tlic Embassy. These are 
recorded on the 20th ultimo, in a report from Sir T. Metcalfe; and wc beg to draw the 
attention of your Honourable Committee to the minutes entered on this subject by that 
gentleman and the President on the 28th of June. Similar communications have since 
been made to Mr. Roberts, and it is not impossible that some intrigues or secret influence 
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mpy be yet employed, but we are willing to hope will not be attended with any success to 
the ultimate prejudice of the public interests. 

6. The only reply which we made at the time to this communication was, that we had 
not yet recciveil His lioyal Highness the Prince Regen t'^s commands on the subject ; but 
that whatever they were, they certainly would and must be strictly obeyed. 

7. These communications have appeared to us wholly undeserving of attention, because 
we considered the objections of the Hong Merchants, expressed probably at the insti- 
gation of the local government, to arwe entirely from those very circumstances which led 
to the determination of the authorities in England to consider Sir George Staunton as a 
proper person to be nominated a member of the Mission, and that they are in fact not so 
mueh personal objections to him as objections to those objects of the Embassy, which the 
presence and co-operation of a person acquainted with the language of the country, and 
the late proceedings of the hx-al government, may be supposed calculated to promote. 

8. We have however Laid these, and all other facts connected with the Embassy, 
unreservedly before Lord Amherst, in oiir several letters (as recorded) to his Excellency’s 
address, and these circumstances will lie further detailed by Sir George Staunton in 


person. 

9. Sir (Tcorge Staunton requests us also to assure your Honourable Committee, that 
should His Majesty’s Commissioners take a diifc rent view of the subject from ourselves, 
no personal consideration of his own shall in the smallest degree interfere with the complete 
carrying into effect, of >vluit they shall deem upon consideration best for the |)ublie 
service. 

10. The delay which has taken place in the arrival of his Excellency the Embassador, 
has exceeded all reasonable calculation that could have been formed, and placed us in a 
very painful state of suspense and perplexity. 

11. The season is now so ffir advanced, and the answer from Pekin in all probability 
so very near at hand, that avc have at present no other alternative but that of either 
waiting the arrival of the Imperial Edict, and thereby exposing His Majesty’s Mi.ssion to 
all the hazards so much deprecated in your Honourable Cuimnittee’s letter of the J27th 
September, or to resolve on Sir George Staunton’s proceeding at once to sea, with the 
other gentlemen attached to the Mission, and meeting the Ambassador at some place of 
rendezvous, where some further measures might he concerted without interruption, and 
whence the Embassy might ultimately proceed, if deemed advisable, without being 
exposed to interference or detention on the part of the Canton Government. 

12. It would have been more pleasant and satisfactory to ourselves to have awaited the 
receipt of a more detailed communication of his Excellency’s wishes, as well as more 
recent instructions from your Honourable Committee, but the instructions and advices 
already received fully authorize, in our opinion, the projicscd step, and its expediency 
under present circumstances appearing to us to admit of no doubt, it has only remained 
for us to adopt such a style of coinin unication on the subject to the local government, as 
might not in any event commit his Excellency or our honourable employers, and yet 
preclude all imputation of a mysterious or clandestine proceeding. 

13. We trust it will satisfactorily appear by the letters recorded on our Secret Pro- 
ceedings, that we have done our utmost to reconcile these objects, and we feel assured that 


your 
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your Honourable Committee will readily jjerceive, that the difficulties which wc now 
lament were sucli as no foresight or precaution could have prevented ; for although at the 
time the embassy was announced, its approach was daily expected and calculated on with 
a well-grounded confidence long before the present moment, the secret was not in our 
power to withhold (being universally circulated by letters and newspapers), and there- 
fore an authentic and official report was the only resource left against the most fatal and 
injurious misrepresentations from private stiurces. 


(]0.)-OOMBTNATION OF TIIF TEA xMEllCIIANTS IN CHINA. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SEJ.ECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th December 1«19. 

Par. 10. Finuino at the present advanced period that the dispute was not in a channel 
of {uljustment, and the teas immediately reipiired being consequently unavailable, we have 
deemed it incumbent upon us to take more active measures for the assistance of the Hong 
Mereluints, and the most ready means that prescntc<l themselves are the holding out such 
a threat of (he nou-aeceptanee of any teas tendereil or inaniifaetured by them, as ina^ 
induce the prima'jials, who are represeuti*d as exercising overbearing inHuence by their 
secession, to weaken and perhaps alioli.sh tin* existing combination. 

11. The principal feature in the terms ivcjui red by the Tea Manufacturers is the reten- 
tion of the whole chop in their Mardiouses, until a sufficient number of chests being 
in.speclcd and approved by the Iloiig Merchant, the sale is to be finally coneliuled, and no 
longer subjected to the inHuence of any reduction, which, from inferiority to muster, oi 
other causes, we may deem it m’eessary to impose. 

12. Our conviction of the necessity of resisting an innovation fraught with Mieli danger 
to the future quality of the teas, to the iuterests of the Junior Merchants, the re-establisli- 
mont of whose circumstane< s we are so desirous of effecting, aiul opening the ikn)!* to 
future demands, which the successful result of the present miglit encx>iirage the manufac- 
turers annually to prefer, has induced us to view the |x>ssible detention of the fleet, and 
even a .sacrifi(je of some of the superior teas, as the preferable alternative to (ho iiifrudue- 
tion of a measure, which once established, we might in vein endeavour to remove. 

13. The Merchants were accordingly summoned, and informed that a manufacturer 
named Pun-luy-lau, supported by Tsuyu-Mow and Tsong Fong, having been represented 
to us as the principal leaders of this obnoxious combination, it was our intention, if this 
affair was not immediately arranged, to form the unalterable resolution of not receiving 
any teas purchased from them, except on the terms and conditions of winter purchases. 
After some observations from the Merchants, who attributed the present coalition to the 
rigour with which these teas are now appreciated and reduced, they promised to com- 
municate our resolutions to the manufacturers, which they conceived might he attended 
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with good effect, and were rather sanguine in their expectations of the speedy restoration 
of the commerce to its former footing. 

14. It is impossible for us to anticipate with any degree of certainty the success of this 
measure, or the result which may attend the exertions of the Hong Merchants in quashing 
this combination, but your Honourable Court may rely, that the detention of the ships, or 
the compromise of the immediate interests of the Company, however temporary, will not 
be resorted to by us, unless imperiously called for in prevention of pros})ective evils of far 
more serious character. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 

mu 

Par. 28. We now proceed to lay before your Honourable C.^onimittee an abstract of 
such part of our c«)nsultations as relates to the difficulties we have experienced from the 
combination of the Black Tea IVIerchants. 

29. After the late despatch, finding that the teas immedfiitely required by us were 
unavailable, and that the dispute still remained without any prospect of an adjustment, 
w’e deemed it necessary to call upon the Tea Merchants themselves for a statement of their 
real re([uisitions ; and, accordingly, received from them a letter, in which they made no 
abatement whatever in the most obnoxious part of their former demands, as they still 
insisted that the teas upon delivery should not be subject to a reduction in pice, on being 
found inferior to the muster. 

SO. We then considered it our duty to adopt some decisive line of conduct, and having 
no doubt of the combination being alone upheld by Puan-luy-lau, and two or three others 
of the more opulent Teamen, while those who were less able to support it would willingly 
give in to our terms, we framed a proposal which could afford no reasonable ground of 
complaint to the former ; but which lx?ing rejected would ensure their punishment ; and 
by its advantages tempt the latter class to recede from the combination. 

81. Having, in the first instance, summoned the Merchants, and required from them the 
names of the manufacturers of the several chops of tea tendered to us of contract quality, 
they were next desired to demand specifically of Puan-luy-lau, if he was willing to furnish 
his teas under the following stipulations : That in order to obviate the objections of the 
whole chop being marked previous to its Hnal acceptance (an objection of which we could 
not deny the validity, since, in the event of a chop being rejected, its value was thereby 
deteriorated), thirty chests only should be taken out of their mat casings for examination 
and taring, and on their agreement with the muster chest should depnd the acceptance 
or rejection of the whole chop.” 

82. The price we offered for the 

/. w. 

1st class of teas was - - - 19 5 

2d ------ 18 5 

8d - . - - . . 18 0 
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33. Two days were allowed for the consideration of the above proposal, and at the 
expiration of that period the refusal of Puan-luy-lau being implied by his silence, we sent 
back the musters of those chops belonging to him which had been tendered to us. 

34. We determined then to make the same proposal to Heng Chun, another of the 
leaders of the cabal, and, in the event of his refusal, to offer generally to receive teas of 
any Merchant who would furnish them in tlie manner we wished. Should they all persist 
in non-acquiescence, we resolved to offer such a price to the dealers, whose chops had l>ecn 
thrown out of our investment as below contract quality, as we had every reason to think 
they would accept, in spite of any threats that might be held out by the others. 

35. We were not unaware of the risk which we hereby incurred of some of the superior 
chops being withdrawn from our investment, and that we might be compelled to purchase 
indifferent teas at high prices ; but we considered such an alternative as preferable to sub- 
mission to the terms of the Tea Merchants. We were sensible too of its being contrary 
to all probability, that a numerous body of men, whose dec*idcd interest it was to accept of 
the terms offered to them, would continue to be held in thraldom by a few individuals 
whose large capitals enabled them to bear the heavy loss arising from the present delay. 

36. On the 2{)th ultimo we learnt, that Ilcng Chun had not only refused to deliver his 
teas on the terms proposed to him, but that the Tea Dealers bad assembled and signed a 
declaration not to deliver a chest until wc had first received the chops belonging to Puan- 
luy-lau and Heng Chun. It then became necessary for us to consider what temptation 
in price we should offer to the owners of the teas which liad proved below contract 
quality. 

37. On forming our determination on this point, we conceived that when the importance 
of the object to be gained was taken into consideration, such decidedly advantageous 
terms should be held out as could not be rejected by the poorer Tea Merchants. It was 
resolved, therefore, that the ])riee offered to them should be 18 Ts. In the event of the 
success of the proposed measure, it was at the same time neci»ssary to guard against the 
obligation of receiving teas of very inferior quality, and to a great extent, at the enhanced 
price. We determined, therefore, to limit the teas to be received to the character of 
ordinary and good ordinary, and to the extent of 10,000 chests. This limitation we con- 
ceived might besides be attended with the good effect of creating a competition to 
participate in the advantages held out. 

38. From the great extent of the tonnage of this season, wc cannot have at our disposal 
above 30,000 chests of Congo at winter prices, even after receiving green teas of a lower 
order than is customary. This is very short of the quantity we could wish to obtain, when 
we consider that the investment of 1819-20 is estimated, in the Honourable Company’s 
letter of the 18th May, at twenty-seven millions of pounds. To complete this will require 
230,000 chests of Congo ; and as we do not deem it advisable that our contracts should 
exceed 160,000 chests, it was our endeavour to throw as large a |)ortion as possible of the 
teas of the present season into our winter assortment. 

39. We therefore agreed to receive at winter prices a few chops of the last season still 
remaining in the market, and, with the same view, have at Manhop’s earnest solicitation, 
and on his satisfying us of his ability to complete his contract of Bohea, of undeniable 
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quality, been induced to receive at the price of 12/. 5m. that portion of Bohea furnished 
Redress of '^y yfhich was rejected at the packing, amounting to 270 peculs. 

(irievances, &c. 40. Anxious to counteract os much as possible the delay arising from the combination 

. of the Tea Merchants, we have, by receiving four chops of Congo of Consee<iua, and two 
ot' Mwcliants Kinqua, their own projierty, and by sending on board a larger proportion of green teas, 
been able to complete the lading of the Essex, Vansittart and Waterloo, much earlier than 
would otherwise have been in our power ; and we trust that our conduct in this respect 
will meet your Honourable Committee's approval. 

41. By the adoption of the same plan with the Marquis Camden and Inglis^ we hope 
also to effect an early despatch of those two ships. We arc, at the same time, extremely 
cautious as to receiving any chops of tea wliich are not the Hong Merchants’ own 
property. 

4f6. Since writing the above, we beg to inform your Honourable Court, in continuation 
of the discussions pending with the Tea Merchants, that the advantages we hoped to 
derive from the last measure resorted to (that of giving an advanced price for some of the 
teas inferior to contract quality), are beginning to appear; several Tea Merchantshaving 
come forward and offered to deliver their teas on the terms at which we originally pro- 
posed to receive them. 

47. Although these persons are known to have been averse to the measures pursued, 
and their being enabled to dispose of their teas to us does not imply that the terms 
demanded by the body have been relinquished, yet we consider the secession of these 
individuals as a point of great importance, and should their example be tacitly followed, 
the confederacy may be considered as dissolved. 

48. In agreeing to the novel inode of weighing teas, we had in view the early termina- 
tion of the dispute, by depriving the Tea Merchants of their only apparently just ground 
of complaint ; our offers having been distinctly refused, it is in our jwwer to insist on the 
teas being delivered in the established manner. Of the expediency of immediately in- 
sisting on this measure, at the present moment of irritation, we are not yet satisfied ; but 
the teas which we have offered to receive, of the character ordinary and good ordinary, it is 
distinctly understood are to be laid out ns customary. 

49. One Tea Merchant, who had accepted these terms, has been deterred by threats 
from fulfilling his agreement, but at the same time another has stepped forward ; a day or 
two will determine his success or failure, and on the result will depend in a great measure 
our resolution on this subject. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SEIiECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th January 1830. 

Par. 3. We are most happy to be enabled, by this opportunity, to inform your Honour- 
able Court, that the sanguine expectations conveyed in the last paragraph of our Secret 
Commercial Despatch, have been fuUy realized ; and that the Tea Merchants, convinced 
by the unvarying resistance that we have opposed to their innovations, straitened by the 

distress 
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distress occasioned to them by so long a delay, and their individual fears being awakened 
by our threats to receive inferior teas, to the exclusion of those of superior quality thus 
withheld from our purchases, have dissolved the combination so vainly and unjustly esta- 
blishwl, the trade has again resumed its former tone and cliaractcr. We trust that a con- 
viction of the futility of such attempts will secure our commerce in this quarter from any 
future delays and embarrassments of a similar character. 


]^:XTIIACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELEC^TCOMMITI EE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, datiKl 29th January 1820. 

Par. 6. On the 24th instant, w'e were furnished with a copy of a proclamation, issued 
by the chief magistrate of the district to the Tea Maniifactifrcrs, in which the heaviest 
punishments are denounced against all combinations to keep back teas from the market ; 
and every dealer is encouraged to bring to the notice of the officers of Government any 
future attempt to force him, by tlireats and intimidation, into a participation in such 
illegal acts. 

7. We cannot but consider the document .above alluded to as highly satisfactory, 
since we shall now be secured from all future combinations on the part of the Tea Manu- 
facturers, not only from a consideration of their pecuniary interests, but also by the fear of 
punishment. 


(ll.)~FRAUDS, &c. RESPECTING CONTRACT TEAS. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 9th February 
1828. 

Par. 9. Fkauds in the delivery of teas inferior to the quality contracted for, and 
the misappropriations of funds advanced for the purchase of teas, have been perpetrated 
to such an extent upon the Hong Merchants by the dealers principally in green tea in 
the present season, that the former have at last been convinced of the necessity of sto[)- 
ping, by strong representations to Government, the progress of a system which, if not 
checked, is calculated to embarrass, in a great degree, the provision of a supply of green 
teas for the Canton market, and will extend eventually to the provision of the staple class 
of our investment, Congos and other black teas. 

10. The Merchants propose, upon the reopening of the Government offices, after the 
new year, to bring this subject seriously to the attention of the Viceroy, and have re- 
quested in this representation our advice and cooperation. We are fully prepared, by a 
conviction of the urgent necessity of a change in the present system, to give our support 
to this measure in a manner most calculated to promote success ; but a previous know- 
ledge of the intractability and proverbial dishonesty of the class of meupf whom the 
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ReSsof promiBe any permanent amelioration in their dealings. 

(jrievances, &c. 

Frauds respecting 
Contract Teas. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 15th March 1828. 

Par. 11. Wk have had under our consideration the adoption of some measures by which 
the fulfilment of the Merchants* contracts (a subject which we had the honour to bring to 
the notice of the Honourable the Secret Commercial Committee in our arldress dated the 
9tli ultimo) might be so ensured, as to enable us to look with certainty to a supply of 
teas for the consumption of the home market, of such quality as is desirable to form our 
investment. 

12. The numerous frauds committed by the Ica-nien in their transactions with the 
Hong Merchants, such as the embezzlement of funds advanced them for the purchase 
of teas, and failing in their engagements to provide teas of a quality suited to the 
market, have rendered it necessary for the )>reservation of the interests of the trade 
to request the interference of the officers of Government. The merchants having 
agreed to frame petitions, both from their individual Hongs, and as an united body 
of merchants, requested our assistance in representing this matter to tlie Viceroy, and 
requesting that his Excellency would cause such exemplary punishment to be inflicted 
iqx)n the defaulters in the present instance, as would prevent a repetition of such frauds 
ill future. 

13. Feeling that the interests of our honourable employers were involved in the sub- 
ject under consideration, both as regarded a certain and suitable supply of tea for the 
lAondon market, and the protection of the property of the Hong Merchants, to whom 
we look for this supply, we promised our willing support to this measure. An address 
was framed to the Viceroy, stating the disappointment to which we were ex[)osed in our 
oommercial transactions by the non-fulfilment of the Merchants’ contracts to supply teas, 
for which funds and tonnage arc annually provided, both in Europe and India, and we 
requested his Excellency’s strenuous interference to prevent the further derangement 
of the commerce, which must ensue if the system practised by the Tea-men were not 
suppressed. 

14. The Merchants having for some days postponed the presentation of their own 
address to the Government upon this subject, for which no satisfactory reason has been 
ascribed by them, wc determined, upon the 13th instant, to lay our own representation 
of tlie case before his Excellency. The favourable reception of this address which we 
anticipatt from the statements of the Merchants, will probably give them confidence in 
bringing their individual losses to the notice of the Viceroy ; and we hope that the 
united application of the Committee and Hong Merchants will induce his Excellency to 
adopt some active measures for checking a system so injurious to the general interests of 
the trade. 

15. When 'we receive the Viceroy’s reply to our address, which we shall have the 

honour 
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honour to communicate to your Honourable Court by the next opportunity which offers, 
we shall proceed to the conclusion of the contracts for the ensuing season. 


(HINA rAPEK'*. 


(E.) 


Kedress of 
(irievances, &v. 


Frauds respectin^f 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE Contract Tca«. 
at Canton to tlie Court of Directors, dated 18th November 1828. 


Par. 56. In our despatch dated 15tli March of tiiis year, we had the honour to com- 
municate to your Honourable Court the proceedings which we had considered it necessary 
to adopt, ill co-operation with the Hong Merchants, to procure tlie punisliment of those 
Green Tea Merchants who had proved defaulters in their agreement to supply teas in the 
preceding season, and had misappropriated the sums of money which had in some instances 
been advanced to them for that purjiose by the Hong Merchants. 

57. The Viceroy, in reply to the address alluded to in the 14th paragraph of the de- 
spatch quoted above, direc.ted the Merchants to make a report to him of the facts, which 
having accordingly been laid before him, and our representations being thereby confirmed, 
an edict was promulgated by the Viceroy, directing the apprehension and punishment of 
the delinquents, which we considered a satisfactory decree in support of the Hong Mer- 
chants. 

58. A representation has lately been made by the Tea Merchants to the Government, 
complaining that their teas are unjustly reduced in price by the Hong Merchants, and 
requesting that the Viceroy would interfere in their behalf. We arc happy to say, that 
this allegation was met by a very proper exposition on the part of the Hong Merchants of 
the maniKT in which the appreciation and purchase of the ('Company’s teas are conducted. 
The Viceroy in consequence rejected the Tea IMcrchants’ |>etition as unworthy of his con- 
sideration, and directed that their dealings should be conducted according to the old 
established custom. 


(12.)— CHARtiKS ON THK FOREIGN TRADE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th November 1818. 

Par. 16. Your Honourable Court will find in our records a discussion with the Hong Charges on 
Merchants, on the mode of payment which should be adopted in settling the voluntary *he Foreign 'I’radc. 
gift from that body to their Emperor, on his attaining his COth year. 

17. In the commencement the Hoppo is said to have apprised the Junior Merchants of 
the intention of the Salt Merchants and other public bodies to tender considerably larger 
sums on this occasion than were offered in the 50th year, and hinted his expecj;ation of 
their body proving equally liberal. It was asserted by many that Pinqua endeavoured to 
persuade the lloppo against urging such a request, and that his Excellency, irritated by. 

his 
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his hesitationy reminded him of his ready compliance with a pecuniary demand in the 
preceding season, when his fears were excited, and hinted tliat measures of intimidation 
must again be resorted to. This threat had its due effect, and the sum of 300,000 instead 
of 200,000 tales was ultimately offered, though not without some opposition from one of 
the Merchants, who was, however, brought into the measure by the argument of his per- 
sonal interest not being affected, as, in fact, the amtribution would be paid by the foreign 
trade. 

18. We considered it our duty to endeavour to relieve the foreign trade from this 
burden, and pointed out the injustice of charging it with an avowed voluntary gift to the 
FJmperor. The Senior Merchants pleaded established custom in support of this mode of 
levying the contribution, as well as tlie danger that a division of this sum among the 
Merchants might hereafter be made a precedent by which individual property might be 
rendered res^xmsible for the debts of future bankrujits, and be taxed to realize the heavy 
impositions of Government. To this it wa.s observed, that the cose of bankruptcy was too 
visionary to require a reply ; tliat the principle of taxing commerce, to meet the exigen- 
cies of the case, was admitted in all nations, though in China Europeans had to complain 
of the little notice given of additional charges on their trade. But on the occasion of a 
voluntary gift from the subjects of a nation as a compliment to their Emperor, it was 
unjust in the extreme to tax the foreign trade. 

19. Several letters passed between the Hong Merchants and the Committee on this 
subject, in which we pointed out an equitable division of this sum, founded on our idea.s 
of the ability of each Hong, but we regret to add, without producing the desired effect. 
We felt it our duty to address the Hoppo on the subject, and from his Excellency's reply 
your Honourable Court will observe, that any new impost on the trade is positively 
prohibited. 

20. Notwithstanding this Edict, we have every reason to believe that the Merchants 
will raise the amount from the Consoo Funds. Whether that fund is able to bear this 
new charge, it is entirely out of our power to ascertain ; but as the Junior Merchants will 
undoubtedly call for our assistance, it will remain to determine at a future period the 
m^sures to be adopted by the Committee. The sum acccptetl by his Imperial Majesty 
is 200,000 tales. 


(13.)— DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVEUNMENT OF CANTON.— SEASON IHJ4.1.'}. 


Secret Department. 

LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE of Supracargoes at Canton to the 
Honourable the Secret Cominittce of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 
1st October 1814. 


Honourable Sirs : 

Ptf.T.. We have to inform your Honourable Committee that the conduct of the 
Chines^ Government has been suejh as to induce us to direct the commanders of the five 
Bombay and China ships lately arrived, to proceed no further up the river than Chuenpee. 

2. The 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 519 


CHINA PAPERS. 

2. The proceedings of the Chinese Government arise partly from His Majesty^s ships 

remaining on this station, and the delay and detention their presence has occasioned to the 
American vessels* that have been for some time loaded and ready for sea. Grievances 

3. It was to be expected that the Americans would make every representation in their — , 

power, in the hope of effecting the removal of His Majesty ‘’s ships, or of embroiling us Discussions with 

with the Chinese Government ; and your Honourable Committee must be fully aware, ^ 

i /»!*• 11 L^antonj lolv*!.). 

from the cargoes of the American prize ships, how deeply interested and concerned the 

head Hong Merchant, Pinqua, is in the safety of, and in the sailing of American vessels. 

4. The representations hostile to His Majesty’s ships have been received with an atten- 
tion, and excited an interest generally among the officers of Government, such as we 
should not have expected to have seen had a mere sense of duty only operated. We arc 
disposed to attribute much of the activity displayed by officers of the Government against 
His Majesty’s ships to an influence very generally practised, and with never failing efficacy 
in every department of the Govcrnm(*nt of tin's Empire ; at the same time we are not 
prepared to say to what extent tlie services of the officers of Government have bec*n paid 
for, or whether the principal or the agent employed to .secure their services was Pinqua. 

5. On the 12th instant the armed American brig Rambler arrived, and proceeded to 
Whampoa, the following day her prize the Arabella, counti*y ship belonging to Bengal, 
anchored in the roads under English colours; on ascertaining that Ilis Majesty’s ships 
were at Cliiinpee, the officer in charge of the Arabella determined on carrying the ship 
into Macao harbour. 

6. Agreeably witli existing treaty, the Portuguese Government refused to protect the 
Arabella, and ordered a guard on board with instructions to carry the ship beyond the 
limits of Portuguese neutrality, where the ship was found abandoned by the boats of Ills 
Majesty’s ship Doris, and was taken po.s.session of for the benefit of the owners. 

7. Notwithstanding very clear evidence and eorrol)orating circumstances brought for- 
ward as well by the Portuguese as our.sclves, that the vcs.sel was not an American but an 
English captured ship, tlie Canton Government appeared very unwilling to admit that 
the vessel was not an American, as she had at first been represented by the Americans to 
be ; and in retaliation for the supposed breach of neutrality, supplies were at first refused 
to His Majesty’s ships ; the English and American trade was suspended, and the port 
clearances were refused to some of the country ships on the eve of departure for India. 

8. We must observe, that previous to the arrival of the Rambler, the Chinese Govern- 
ment had thought proper to revert to the example of a former Viceroy, Pe, who distin- 
guished himself in 1810 by his unjust and oppressive proceedings towards Europeans ; 
and we received an edict from the Fooyuen and Hoppo, directing that no native attendants 
would be permitted about the Euro{)ean Factories, and that such Chinese as should vio- 
late the laws by attending would be seized and punished accordingly. 

9* We addressed a reply to the Fooyuen and Hoppo, and stated that, above 100 
years, during which the trade had been carried on, there had existed the same desire and 
endeavour on the part of the English to comply with the regulations of the China 

Govenmient, 
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"■ — Government, and to prevent the riots and disturbances between the people of both 

Redmss of countries; consequently we had reduced as much as possible the European attendants 

Grievances, &c. either belonging to the Honourable Company's Factory, or the Factories occupied by the 
— Commanders of the English ships. 

Discussions with iQ. it was further stated, as the trade was very extensive the number of attendants was 
CaDmn^^*^814^16°^ great, and those hitherto had been composed of Chinese, but that it would be 
^ ‘ necessarily far more satisfactory and respectable to have the attendants composed of persons 

who were British subjects. 

11. As we supposed that the Government must be fully aware of the situation and 
extent of the Factories at Canton, they must also be aware how inadequate they were to 
contain this number of Europeans, and further, from being open to the intrusion of the 
populace of a large city, continual riots and disturbances were inevitable ; consequently, 
the carrying on the English trade at Canton with European attendants, was in fact 
impracticable. It was therefore submitted to the consideration of the Gk>vemment, if 
their orders were to be carried into execution respecting the Chinese attendants, that they 
w'ould appoint some other situation or place to which we might proceed, and there reside 
and carry on tlie trade. 

12. No reply to our address has been received, or indeed has the letter been received 
by the officer to whom it was addressed. The objections to the native attendants may be 
nothing more than the practice of late years resorted to by the officers of Government, 
when it was their wish to harass or insult Europeans. We have also to notice, that tlie 
Nan hai Hcen entered the Honourable Company's Factory, and it is probable, had any 
of the Chinese attendants been in the way, they might have been seized. 

13. It is much to be regretted, that so extensive and so valuable a trade should be 
situated as the European trade to China is at present, liable to contiimal interruption at 
the caprice of an individual ; at the same time the necessity of resisting these most unjust 
proceedings must be obvious, as by resistance alone can we hope to check them : had the 
Viceroy thought proper to issue these orders respecting Chinese attendants two months 
hence, the business of the season mui^ have been for a time as completely interrupted as 
could have been effected by any direct stoppage of the trade. 

14. The several addresses which we have been under the necessity of making on the 
subject of His Majesty's ships to the Viceroy, Fooyuen and Hoppo, have of late been 
rejected, and the Viceroy has most dpenly declared, that he will receive no communications 
from us, if written in Chinese characters, but that if we wish to address him, it must be in 
English. Considerihg this equivalent to a denying the right of remonstJrating, it is our 
intention to persevere in writing to him in Chinese. 

15. .Notwithstanditag the lofty tone assumed by the Government and their proceedings, 
we are rather disposed to believe that they will not persevere in their present unjust 
conduct, as we conceive, withoqt some better grounds than they have at present, they 
would be unwilling that the, interruption'. of t^ foreign trade Abuld* Continue so long 
as to excite the notice of the Government at Pekin. From some disGUssions that have 
already taken place with an officer of Government, dispatched from Canton for the 
purpose, we are inclined to believe that the Viceroy is rather disposed to airange the 

f existing differences. 


16. It 
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16. It will iifford us much pleasure to convey to your Honourable Committee the 
account of this discussion being terminated, at the same time your Honourable Com- 
mittee must be fully aware how tedious and uncertain in duration these discussions 
with this Government have proved, and it remains with us to assure you, that our 
best exertions will be employed to preserve the real and permanent interests of the 
Honourable Company by a firm and decided resistance to the unjust attempts of the Pro- 
vincial Government. 

We have the honour to remain witli respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient servants, 

(Signed) J. F. Elphixstonis. 

Macao, 1st October 1814, Tiios. Chas. Pattle. 

Geo. Thos. Staunton. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1814. 

Par. 6. We regret having to inform your Honourable Court that the conduct of 
the Chinese Government has been such as to compel us to suspend all commercial inter- 
course, to prohibit all British ships entering the river, and to direct all British subjects 
to leave Canton. 

6. After a tedious and anxious discussion, the Chinese Government acceded to such an 
adjustment of differences as enabled us, on the 25th of November, to permit the ships to 
proceed to Whampoa. 


LETTER from the SELECT COMMIITEE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th December 1814. 

Honourable Sirs : 

Par. 1. We had the honour to address your Honourable Committee last under date 
the 1st of October, when we stated that the differences that existed with the Chinese 
Government, and we regret to say that the hope then expressed of a speedy adjustment, 
did not prove to be realiced. 

2. On the 4th October we received information of the seizure of the Linguist Ajeu, 
on the charge of having carried the portrait of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
to Pekin, and for a general attachment to, and services rendered to the English ; numerous 
reports are in circulation of further violent and hostile intentions of the Viceroy and 
Fooyuen, and it was further reported that Fatqua, or others of the Hong Merchants, 
were to be involved in the charges brought against the Linguist. 

3. Our several addresses to the superior officers of the Canton Grovemment were 
delivered at the city gates, and brought back to the Factory unopened ; and finding the 

3X2 Viceroy 
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Viceroy was resolveci on persevering in his menisiires of violence and hostility, and that 
all our efforts to obtain redress failed, and there appeared to be no other alternative 
or resource left to us than carrying our appeal to his Imperial Majesty at Pekin, direct- 
ing at the same time all British subjects to quit Canton, and the English ships to leave 
WhanijKia. 

4. Fully aware of the serious inconvenience that must necessarily attend this measure to 
all the parties interested therein, we considered it proper to draw up a statement of 
the proceedings of the Canton Government, which had compelled us to adopt this extreme 
measure, for the purpose of being communicated to all British subjects, as containing 
a detail of the proceedings of the Government, we beg leave to refer your Honourable 
Committee to this document,* which we forwarded on the 11th October to Mr. Molony, 
at Canton, directing either its immediate publication, or its being withheld for a time, as 
the disposition of the Government might appear to require. 

5. 'rhe suspension of the trade on our part, and the detaining the Honourable Com- 
pany’s ships at Chunpee, appeared to produce some effect. On the — October an official 
communication reached us from the Viceroy ; in this the- re-capture of the Arabella was 
admitted to be proper, and that the ship had been an English vessel ; in consequence 
the orilers given by the Viceroy to stop the trade were rescinded. 

C. Desirous of availing ourselves of the opening that was given to preserve our com- 
mercial intercourse, without subjecting it to the delay that must necessarily attend a 
remonstrance to Pekin, we replied to the Merchants and proposed that the Viceroy should 
appoint an officer, duly authorized, to mei't Sir George Staunton at Canton, who would 
proceed for the pur|X)8o of discussing and arranging the several points on which explana^ 
tion was required, and previous to our permitting the ships to enter the river. 

7. An answer was received from the Merchants,-|- stating that the Viceroy acceded to 
our proposal. Sir George Staunton, accompanied by Sir Thomas Metcalfe and Mr. 
Davis, proceeded to Canton, on the 21st October, under instructions from us, a copy of 
which we have the honour to inclose. 

8. A delay of some days took place before the Mandarin met Sir Grorge Staunton ; 
and on the 28d, that same officer, who had come to Macao respecting the Arabella, by 
name Foo-ta-hao-Yca, accompanied by the Quang-choo-fuo, the Nan Hai llien and Hyan 
Shan Hien, came to the Honourable Company'’s Factory. 

9. At the first and at the several subsequent meetings^ that took place with Foo-tarhao- 
Yea, the arrest of the Linguist Ayou was discussed ; explanation was attempted to be 
evaded in various ways, when after considerable discussion an official declaration was 
obtained from the Viceroy that the arrest of the Linguist was not on account of any con- 
nection with the English, but in consequence of a breach of the law, for having once been 
in a menial situation, he had afterwards purchased rank. 

10. The Viceroy then appeared determined on breaking off all further negociation, and 
the Merchants intimated that no further communications would be received. This extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary resolution on the part of the Viceroy, left Sir George Staunton no other alterna- 
tive than that of quitting Canton, which he left on the 10th Novetnlier, and joining the 
Honourable Company's ships that had removed from Whampoa to below the second bar, 
previously carrying into execution the Committee’s orders, in communicating the state- 
ment to all British subjects, and directing them to quit Canton. 

11. On the 12th and 14th, deputations of the Hong Merchants, Pinqua and others, 
reached the Honourable Company’s ships at that time, nearly at the Bocca Tigris, when 
they requested Sir George Staunton to suspend the further movements of the ships, and 
having given a written assurance that they were authorized by the Viceroy to say that a 
Mandarin should be apjxiinted to discuss the remaining points in dispute, Sir George 
Staunton returned to Canton, and landed on the 15th. 

12. It would appear that the Merchants had either exceeded their authority or were 
attempting to practise further deceit, for it was not until they found Sir George Staunton 
fully determined on again proiieeding to the ships that their promise was fulfilled, when 
the same officer, b'oo-ta-hao-Yea, accompanied by the Nan-hai-Hien, came to the Factory 
on the 19tb. At this and several .subsequent met^tings,* the articles which we have the 
honour to inclose f were discussed, and at length in great measure conceded. 

13. Finding from the meeting of the 21st, that the Government acquiesced in the prin- 
cipal jDoints in discussion, it was determined no longer to delay the ships, but to permit 
their going up to Whampoa and unloading ; this was done in order to facilitate the pro- 
ceedings of the Viceroy towards an adjustment, as while the .ships remained at ('hunpee 
and Lintin, and the trade was suspendeil, it ap})earcd (as was in fact the case) that these 
measures had compelled the Viceroy to grant the conces.sions which had bc»en obtainal. 

14. The Viceroy’s Edict, confirming what has been officially communicated to Sir 
George Staunton by the two Mandarins, as the contents of this document, was expected 
to be delivered on tlie 2d December. 
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15. For the particulars respecting the arrest of the Linguist, and for the apprehension 
we entertained of thi.s act of injustice, being but tbe prelude to furtlier attacks on some of tlie 
Junior Merchants, and through them on the European trade, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable Court to the several diKuments sj}ecified 4th, 5th, and 6tb. 

16. It is to be remembered that during the last season the Merchants obtained from 
Pekin the sanction for re-establishing the Cohong system ; aware that it would meet with 
our firm and decided opposition, the system was not attempted to be practically carried 
into effect during the last season, although the forms of appreciating the cargoes of each 
ship on hep arrival, and affixing prices to all articles of merchandize at their Consoo house 
was regularly gone through, and is indeed still continued. 

17. Whatever may have been the ultimate designs of the parties, in exciting the superior 
officers of Government to the measures they adopted towards us, or whatever may have 
been the views of the Government in resorting to these measures, we hope for the present 
they have been checked, if not defeated ; and further, that the Viceroy and the officers of 

Government 
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Oovernment are now convinced, that in their conduct towards the English their measures 
of oppression and Injustice (as they value the trade) must be restrained within certain 
bounds ; from the experience and knowledge we possess of the Government, we are satisfied 
that their conviction,, that their injustice will not be submitted to, is the only security we 
can possess for their attempts being discontinued. 

18. Although the adjustment we have obtained is perhaps not so satisfactory as could 
have been wished, we hope that sufficient has been granted to admit the trade being carried 
on during the present season without much intemiptioa. By the freighted ship Earl 
Spencer, which we propose to load and despatch with as little delay as possible, we will 
transmit a detailed account of our proceedings with regard to the Canton Government. 
Your Honourable Court will be enabled to judge of the conduct of the Government, and 
of the Hong Merchants Pinqua and others, at the same time the serious difficulties we 
have to contend with in endeavouring to resist the oppressive acts of the Government will 
I>e seen, and we trust that some effectual means to enable us more successfully to oppose 
these attempts will suggest themselves to your Honourable Committee. 

19. It remains for us to express our high approval of the conduct and exertions of Sir 
George Staunton in the execution of his mission to Canton, and your Honourable Com- 
mittee will not fail to appreciate the difficulties he had to encounter in the negociation. 

We have the honour to be with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 

(Signed) J. T, Elphikstonk- 

Macao, 4th December 1814. Tiios. Ciias. Pattlb. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated E4th December 1814. 

Par. We have now the satisfaction to inform your Honourable Committee that the 
unpleasant discussions in which we were engaged with the Canton Government, have ter- 
niinated ; that the cargoes of the ships are nearly delivered, and that several have com- 
menced the lading of their teas. 

8. By this conveyance we have the honour to transmit a full detail of our proceedings, 
and have to congratulate the Honourable Court and ourselves on as favourable a termina- 
tion as perhaps could be expected, from a Government which cannot be brought^ to admit 
that foreign nations can stand on an equality with themselves, and appear frequently in 
their Edicts to refuse to acknowledge them even as free and independent. 

4. The grievances under which Europeans labour in carrying on the commerce in 
China are not singly of that flagrant kind, that the bare mention of any one of them can 
immediately show their weight and pressure, they must be considered collectively, and we 
feel confident that your Honourable Committee, on a perusal of the proceedings, will con- 
cur with us on the necessity of our having recourse to the measures adopted (under the 
peculiar and difficult circumstances in which we were placed), for effectually checking the 
unjust demands and pretensions of the Canton Government, and for giving due weight to 

our 
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our application for those explanations and disavowals which its daily accumulating insults 
and provocation (even if the consequent hazard to the trade itself were only considered) 
rendered indispensable. 

5. The Edicts published in the early part of the season ordering His Majesty's ships to 
quit the coast, we conceived originated with those persons interested in the sailing of the 
American vessels, and although the Merchants ought to be fully awa^e that we have no 
cootroul over His Majesty's officers, and which indeed they have fully acknowledged, wc 
are sorry to observe that no member of the Hong could be found, who had the inclination or 
sufficient influence, to explain this fully to the Mandarin. Looking therefore solely to the 
Committee, the Viceroy refused to receive the address of the Captain of the Doris, and con- 
sidered us responsible for his acts. Although we could not but higlily disapprove of tho 
attack made by the boats of the Doris on the American schooner at Whampoa, and which 
through interested motives had been greatly exaggerated ; we deemed it our duty to endea- 
vour to palliate the circumstance, and while acknowled^ng it' to be an error, ventured to 
promise that his Excellency should not again have occasion to complain of a similar act of 
offence. The affair, we were assured, was adjusted; and although during the subsequent 
discussion it was at times adverted to by the Mandarins, it cannot be considered as forming 
a prominent feature in the present differences, and was only alluded to (as a measure not 
to be defended by us) when they were at a loss to reply to a grievance brought forward 
on our part. 

6. We conceive the origin of this discussion must be traced to a far different source ; 
to the interested views of a few individuals endeavouring to place the European commerce 
at their sole command ; tliat in fact it has been pending some time, and would have equally 
rendered necessary in a year or two the measures now adopted, even had we succeeded in 
averting them for the present season. The attempt in the preceding season to interfere 
with the nomination of the person appointed by the Honourable Court to conduct their 
affairs ; the annual vexatious delays in our commercial intercourse on the most trivial 
occasions ; the attempt of establishing a Cohong, for which tlie Imperial sanction was 
obtained in July 1813; the issue of an Edict withdrawing our native attendants and 
prohibiting any Chinese communicating with us ; the seizure of a person supposed to be 
attached to our interests, and having been confidentially employed by us in a mission to 
Pekin ; the returning of our addresses unopened ; tlie demanding that in future all com- 
munications sliould be written in English (to be tnuislated by the Hong merchants), aflbrd 
strong vand concurring evidence of the real object in view. 

7* 1q determining the mode to be adopted in discussing the several grievances with the 
Mandarins, the question arising out of the seizure of the Linguist employed by us on a 
mission to Pekin, app^ed to demand our first consideration ; and if our interference 
could avaU, we were bound to exert it in favour of the prisoner. The judicial proceed- 
ings then pending rendered an early application necessary, and it was more particularly 
urgent to obtain a dear explanation of the crime alleged against him, and how far we 
were implicated, previous to any report of the aflair being made, as it was important that 
no unfounded or unfavourable statement should be sent to Pekin. Your Honourable Com- 
mitCee have been already informed of the official declaration of the Viceroy, that the arrest 
of the Linguist was not on any account of his connectioa with the English. With the 
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Edicts on this occasion we declared ourselves satisfied, with the exception of an offensive 
paragraph, which, although not withdrawn, was ultimately explained, and the insinuations 
it contained disavowed. 

8. On a jxirusal of these Edicts, and the arguments made use of by the Mandarins in 
the first conference with Sir George Staunton, it might appear to a person unacquainted 
with tlie Chinese ;|^emmeiit, and the entire inconsistency of its practice with its profes- 
sions, that the Committee had no cause of complaint, and that the Government were 
merely enforcing the laws against a delinquent, who having once been a menial servant 
had obtained rank. The specious show of reason and argument assumed on all occasions 
by the officers of Government, even in asserting a falsi'hood, must no doubt have the effect 
of inducing those who have not a local knowledge and experience to guide them, to judge 
more favourably of the Chinese character than they merit. We beg to refer your Honour- 
able Committee to the report transmitted us by the Linguist of his examination, and his 
subsequent communications. 

9. That our apprehensions of the intention of the Chinese government to make some 
unfounded report against the English to Pekin, appears, by the account actually sent by 
the Viceroy, to be but too well grounded. It is to be observed, that this report was made 
at the very moment that official declarations, verbal and written, were given us that the 
punishment of Ayeu was in no way connected with the English ; although, from this 
document (a copy of which we have privately received) it will be seen that it contains 
not only an implication of foreigners l)eing connected with him, but a direct assertion that 
the Linguist was concerned with us in treasonable practices. 

10. We do not apprehend that an assertion thrown out at random of so absurd and 
improbable a nature, and wholly unsupported by proof, will be attended with any evil con- 
sequences, at least as far as directly affects foreigners ; but it is desirable to be prepared 
for every event ; and in this pjint of view, the strong and ample disavowal which we have 
extracted from this government of every kind of allegation against us, under the Viceroy’s 
own seal, appears doubly important ; and, in the event of a reference to Pekin on this sub- 
ject at any future p<‘riod from England, afford, we presume, the most effectual means of 
rebutting the charge, and bringing the misrepresentations and injustice of the Provincial 
Government to merited punishment. 

- 11. The concession of the second point discussed is most satisfactory, and we are confi- 
dent will be highly gratifying to your Honourable Committee. The free communication 
granted with the superior officers of Government by their promise to receive our addresses 
in the Chinese language without previous explanation with the merchants (with the single 
exception of an English co])y accompanying it in the event of announcing an embassy) 
will, we trust, prevent the vexatious delays of a stoppage of chops, when the Hoppo officers 
shall be endeavouring to extort undue fees (by which acts our fleets are so frequently 
delayed), and prove a sufficient check to the unjust and illiljeral insinuations respecting 
our conduct thrown out by those men interested in preventing a direct communication 
between us and the Government 

12. On the point of Chinese attendants, it appears that the prohibition of employing 
servants under a certain denomination has existed since the year 1740, and having received 
the Emperor's sanction, could not be repealed by the authorities in Canton. ^ For the 

revival 
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revival of this question and further regulations, we are indebted to the hostility of the 

Viceroy, Pe, who proposed the re-establishment of the Cohong system, and to whose con- Ueii^'ss of 
duct, together with that of those partizans he left in Canton, we may attribute the vexa- Cirievances,*&c. 

tious delays that have for some years occurred, as well as tlie more serious detention of our 

ships in the present season. Discussions with 

13. Although this point has not been so satisfactorily explained dHll^e could wish, the 
Government, satisfied ]irobnbly that the objections were made on vexatious and oppressive 
grounds, or that the alternative of our having so great a number of European attendants 
was, in fact, impracticable at Canton, having issued an authenticated document for the 
employment of Comjiradores, and as many servants under particular denominations as our 
Factory may rt*quire; we will therefore hope that the Government, satisfied their unjust 
measures will not be submitted to, no interference on the subject will again be attempted, 
and that the measure of prohibiting natives serving us, and ordering their seizure, will not 
again be resorted to. 

14. On tlie explanation of the minor points, although less satisfactory, there is only one 
which appears likely to create any difficulty, which is, the necessity of applying for a 
license for boats passing the Bogue. 'IMiis places the C'ompradores of the ships of war at 
the mercy of the officers commanding that fort, who, dreading the consequence of the 
impatience of the officers losing the tide by unnecessary detention, may he induced to pay 
a fee in some instance which will become an established custom, and a constant pretext for 
extortion. The verbal communication, however, of the merchants on this subject, induce 
us to hope the regulation will not be rigorously enforced. 

15. We beg to draw the attention of your Honourable Committee to the anxiety shown 
to recall Sir George Staunton, as affording a prcKif that, however the Chinese government 
may declare in their edicts that no benefit arises to the (\‘le.stinl Empire from the foreign 
trade, and that it is only permitted from pure benevolence, yet when endangered by their 
unjust ]yroceedings, properly and firmly resisted, it will be found they are most fully aware 
of the reciprocal advantages of coiniiierce, and most anxious for its ] reservation. 

16. We hope that the steps taken this season will have the effect of preventing the 
officers of the Canton government from again entering into a course of violent and hostile 
measures without more fully satisfying themselves of the grounds on which they are pro- 
ceeding: and as it will be our anxious endeavour not to allow them a pretext, we may 
further ho|)e that the inconveniences and delays whicb'have of late occurred will not again 
be experienced. At any event, we trust that w’e sliall not in future find the representatives 
of the East-India Company stigmatized as staters of untruth, and His Majesty's officers 
with the name of plunderers ; that we shall be allowed to call our employers lionoiirable, 
and the King of England an independent Sovereign. The admission by the Chinese 
Government of our having other duties to perform than mere commercial transactions, as 
recorded on the edict received on the 28tb ultimo, is highly satisfactory, as placing us on 
that footing which ofiable the Mandarins to communicate directly with us, and not to 
require the Intervention of the Hong Merchants. 
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(irievancas, &v. Supracargoea at Canton to the Honourable tlie Secret Committee of the Honour- 

able Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1815. 

Discussions with 

ilic Government of Tar. 16. We |mrc to request the attention of your Honourable Committee to the 
Canton, 1814>15. .^cveral communic^ons from the Linguist Ayow.* They contain generally, we believe, 
II correct account of proceedings of the officers of Government, and the true causes that 
have excited them to the measures they adopted towards us. They are a further mclan- 
clioly pnx)f of the total and entire absence of all truth, justice or mercy, from Chinese 
tribunals, and where the undue influence of money is applied, all chance of a fair trial 
cea es to the unfortunate jiersoii accused. 

17. This cannot be illustrated more strongly than in the statement transmitted to us by 
Ayow of the proceedings of the officers of Government towards him from the day of his 
arrest to the end of October. I'he Nam Hae-Heen is accounted a good and upright ma- 
gistrate, and far exceeding his predecessors in these qualities, yet this officer, although 
fully satisfied of tl)e Linguist’s innocence, so much so as to be about to discharge him, 
on tlie application of Piuqua and Chunqua most readily promises to punish Ayow pub- 
licly, and before all the Merchants, provided they make a statement to him. 

18. Your Honourable Committee will observe from his letters, that the terrors of the 
tortures to which he was now subject, and the laudable and honourable motive of not 
involving other persons, whom he might be required to accuse in the midst of his suffer- 
ings, determined the Linguist Ayow to put a period to his existence and sufferings by 
taking opium. We have the satisfaction to say that his intention was discovered, and in 
time to prevent any bad effects from poison. 

19. It will be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to be informed that the 
Linguist has not experienced any bad treatment of late, and that such accommodation as 
a prison affords (a mqiarate apartment to himself) has been obtained for him. 

29. Under this date*f* we have recorded the statement which it is said the Viceroy has 
made to Pekin respecting the Linguist Ayow. We received it privately, and have to 
remark that neither Pinqua, Chunqua or the Hong Merchants, have publicly put us in 
posses.sion of this document, or indeed have they acknowledged to us their being informed 
of any report having been made to his Imperial Majesty. 

30. In the document we have received it docs not appear that the charge against Ayow 
is of a serious nature, or such as to merit the punishment proposed (banishment to Elee), 
or to have required being submitted to the consideration of the Emperor. It is, at the 
same time, very probable that a much more unfavourable representation has been made 
to Pekin, and in this case the punishment of Ayow will be more severe. Of* this we are 
at present unable to judge ; from the reply from Pekin, and the proceedings of the Canton 
Guvernment respecting Ayow, we may be enabled to ascertain what has been reported. 

31. We must remark, in the report we have received, that connection with the English 

and 
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and the English Chief are stated as his offence. This was totally inconsistent with the 
expressed stipulation^ Acceded to by Foo-ta-lo-yca, under the Viceroy’s Authority, in the 
confereilces held with Sif G. Staunton, and it proves sufficiently that no dependance what- 
ever can be placed on the assertions of the officers of this Government ; and on the result, 
as it affects Ayow and involves us, we must determine on the line of conduct to be adopted 
in making a representation or otherwise to his Imperial Majesty. ^ 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITI’EE of 

Supracargoes at Canton to the Secret Committc*e of^the Court of Directors, dated 6tli 
February 1815. 

Par. 5. Since the date of our last Address, the Emjieror’s answer, in reply to the State- 
ment made by the Canton Government respecting the Linguist Ayow, has been received 
into Canton, we have obtained a copy of this document, a translation of which we have 
the honour to forward. 

G. From this your Honourable (Annniittec will perceive that the punishing the Linguist 
by banishment to Elu is confirmed, and that from the wording of the reply ample power 
is given to the Canton Government to charge and punish any individual for the offence of 
serving or having secret intercourse with foreigners ; and from the documents already 
transmitted, your Honourable Committee must be fully aware with what facility any 
charge may be brought against an individual ; and his own confession by the torture will 
be obtained, as the wishes of the Mandarin may direct. 

7. From the ejs parte statement of the Canton Government, perhaps we had no just 
ground to expect that any other reply could be made from Pekin ; at the same time 
we must observe, that the usual practice of submitting these cases to the (Board) 
Supreme Council was on this occasion dispensed with. From this wc infer some unfair 
advantage has been taken by interested persons here; and aware with what facility 
money may be applied, we are inclined to believe that this has been employed to secure 
the sentence against the Linguist being confirmed, which, had it proceeded througli the 
customary forms, and under the Superior Council, might have been rejected. 

8. It appears from this document, that apprehension from the Cliristians is still 
prevalent. The serious insurrections that took place during the last year were endea- 
voured to be attributed to the Christians. It perhaps can excite no surprise that the 
officers of Gkivernment should generally, throughout the Empire, concur in endeavour- 
ing to find some other cause than their own malpractices and misguvernment in these 
discontents. 

9* In compliance with the directions contained in the Imperial answer, the Linguist 
Ayow was summoned before the Fooyuen and otlier principal officers of the Canton 
Government. He was interrogated as to his being a Christian, which he had no diffi- 
culty in denying, and performed the ceremonies required of trampling on the cross with- 
out hesitation. No further questions were proposed, and he was remanded to prison to 

8 Y 2 await 
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await the final order from Pekin, when he will set out on his journey to the place of 
his banishment, Elu, supposed to be situated nearly north of Nepaul. 

10. No further official communications have as yet passed between the Canton Govern* 
ment and our Committee on this subject. It was undertood that the Fooyuen was most 
inimically dis})osed| and much inclined to avail himself of the latitude given by the ex- 
pression of rigoilbs inquiry,*' to extort some further matter on which he could ground 
an attack on us, or on some of the Merchants or persons connected with the foreign trade; 
but we are given to understand he found his wishes were not seconded by either the Vice- 
roy or other Mandarins, who probably, from having been longer in Canton, were better 
acquainted with the consequences ; and having experienced our firmness in resisting any 
oppressive measure, may have conceived it more politic to allow the affair to drop. 

11. Having no real or just grounds for their proceedings, we believe that if this conduct 
was fairly stated to the Pekin Government, it would bo condemned, not from any sense 
«)f humanity or compassion to an injured individual, but on the score of policy, in endanger- 
ing a commerce so generally beneficial to the provinces they are appointed to govern. We 
are, however, unwilling to intrude our complaints to Pekin, as they will come with so 
much more effect from your Honourable Committee or from Bengal. We are rather dis- 
|Kiscd to permit the affair to remain for the present ; but as no reliance can be placed on 
the officers of this Government, and as intrigues may always be at work to excite them 
against foreigners and foreign trade, we must await, in order to ascertain what may 1 h' 
the real intentions and designs of the Fooyuen and liis instigators ; and in the event of 
further attack, there will remain the resource of carrying our remonstrances to Pekin. 

1^. Vour Honourable Committee will no doubt appreciate the difficulties and the 
anxiety that must attend our differences and discussions with this Government. We feel, 
however, that they are unavoidable ; for on our firmly resisting their unjust attempts can 
we alone depend on these attempts ceasing to be made. We are confident our resistance 
at the early part of this season operated in preventing any further measure being com- 
menced against the foreign trade. 


(14.)— RESPECTING THE COMPANY’S SHIP GENERAL HEWITT. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th November 1816. 

Company’s Ship Par 1. We have fully detailed to the Honourable Court the discussions in which we 
General Hewitt, engaged by the hostile measures pursued by the Viceroy of Canton, in the first 

instance, towards the General Hewitt, and the determined refusal of the officers of 
Government to receive or reply to our addresses ; and lastly, the arbitrary and unjustifiable 
act of seizing our Compradore, maltreating him in a manner used towards the lowest 
criminals, upon an absurd accusation that he shewed Europeans the way to the cityi or at 
least, that he, as residing in our house, must know the criminal person. 

2. Whenever the officers of Government are unable to attach any blame to the Com- 
mittee 
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mittee itself^ they resort to some tyrannical measure tovrards the natives in our employ ; 
and this is the sole crime of which they could venture to accuse the innocent sufferer. We 
do most confidently hope your Honourable Committee will consider that it is our bounden 
duty to protect the persons in our employ ; and at the same time that we hope for the 
approbation of your Honourable Court for the forbearance shewn in the present instance, 
when our ships unladen are under their control, and the particular Circumstance of the 
Embassy being in this country. We do also trust your Honourable Committee will deem 
it our duty, at the close of this Season, or the commencement of the ensuing, to bring to 
some final decision the two essential parts of protection to natives in our employ, and the 
reception of our addresses, with replies pro]X'rly addressed* to the Committee, taking, for 
the basis of our negociations, the convention signed by^the present Viceroy in 1814. 


CHINA PArr.KS 


(B.) 

Redress oi 
(fricvanccs, 

Company’s Ship 
General Hewitt. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 8th November 1816. 

Par. 3. On our arrival in Canton we found that the General Hewitt was detaineci below 
the Rogue, and one of the Hong Merchants deputed to examine and inquire whether she 
had actually conveyed the presents to Tring Sing. This measure was asserted to be 
necessary, in consequence of a report from a Mandarin at Macao, which stated that she had 
proceeded to a port on the coast, and delivered over the presents to the other vessels. We 
lost no time in addressing the Viceroy, assuring him she had proceeded to the port of Tring 
Sing, landed the presents, and, in pursuance of orders received in England, had returned 
to Canton for a cargo of teas ; and we expressed our anxiety for an early despatch. 

4. In the mean time, through the intercession of the Hong Merchant deputed to the 
Rogue, and Captain Campbcirs exertions, the General Hewitt was brought above the 
second bar, but surrounded by armed boats, all communication forbid, and, at first, pro- 
visions denied ; the latter prohibition was in two days removed. It became our duty to 
remonstrate against such proceedings, and we should have been fully justified in resorting 
to the strongest measures in our power for removing this insult to the Rritish flag ; but 
keeping in view your Honourable Court’s orders to avoid, at present, all altercation with 
the officers of the Government, and anxious not to place his Excellency, Lord Amherst, 
in any unpleasant situation at this place, we addressed a moderate letter to tJie Viceroy, 
pointing out the indignity which we conceived was offered to a ship sent on a friendly 
mission, and again solicited the usual permission for lading the General Hewitt. 

5. During the time that the translating of this chop required, we were distressed at 
the severe treatment which the Merchants received, from an assertion that they had mis- 
represented the orders of the Emperor. This arose from a Chinese character being used 
in our letter for Cantooj which, strictly translated, means the city, and the waters running 
by it, from. whence it was absurdly asserted we required the vessel being brought to the 
city wall. We did not hesitate a moment in correcting the error, by addressing the Vice- 
roy, but this explanation he refused to receive ; and though we declined addressing any 
other Mandarin, we readily proposed to write a letter to the Merchants themselves, which 

relieved 
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relieved them from further trouble. This mode of attacking the natives concerned with 
us, for any errors committed, will no doubt appear to your Honourable Court to require 
most serious attention ; and we are about to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court 
a most aggravated and unprovoked attack by this mode of procedure. 

6. The mercha^s, for some time, refused to convey our addresses to the Mandarins, 
and, when induceii to carry them, returned them as being refused. This act, in direct 
violation of the Convention agreed to and signed by the present Viceroy in 1814, would 
of itself have authorized strong measures; we still, however, under the peculiar circum- 
stances of the Embassy, forebore proceeding to those lengths which this breach of faith 
would justify, but endeavoured, by every moderate means in our power, to enforce the 
reception of our addresses. The Merchants had obtained the Hoppo's sanction to landing 
the stores for His Majesty’s ships ; but much delay occurred after their promise of its 
being granted. They asserted, that if we could assure the lloppo that the General 
Hewitt should remain till the Ambassador arrived, that her lading would be commenced. 
On this we could place but little reliance ; however, they were assured, in return, that 
such a request, coming from either Mandarin, by letter, would be taken into considera- 
tion ; and they were led to understand that it might he considered of sufficient importance 
to induce us to deviate from the positive orders of a speedy despatch. At length our 
second address was received, and an Edict published to the Merchants, which, we were 
informed, was the only reply we were to expect. 

7. On perusal of this Edict, we were pleased to find that the Viceroy had abstained from 
the severe and haughty language of which in late years we have had so much reason to 
complain. At tlie same time, the mode of replying to our address, and the concluding 
order to the Merchants, enabling them at all times to refuse conveying them, were points 
of such material consequence to the interests of the Honourable Company, that we felt 
ourselves compelled to convey our sentiments to the Viceroy. 

8. It evidently appeared to us by the tenor of the Viceroy’s Edict, that he by no means 
felt himself justified in his proceedings towards the General Hewitt ; and although we 
apprehended, if there was any truth in the assertion of his having solicited the orders of 
the Emperor on the lading of the ship, that he could not yield this point, we determined 
on moving the General Hewitt to Whampoa, as the only means of relieving her from the 
disgraceful situation in which she was placed, and of removing the guard boats. Captain 
Campbell was apprized of our intention ; but previous to issuing the orders, we addressed • 
the Hoppo, informing him that, in compliance with the Emperor’s wishes for that ship 
proceeding to Canton, wc had directed the commander to bring her to Whampoa, the 
anchoring place of this port ; and wc further took the opjx>rtunity of convincing his Ex- 
cellency, that though loaded, she should remain till the arrival of the Ambassador, but 
ifthat was protracted to an unreasonable time, we trusted their Excellencies would con- 
sider the orders under which we acted. 

9. The intent of this letter was frustrated by a refusal to receive it, and Captain 
Campbell, by the apparent fair promises of the Mandarin guarding his ship, was induced 
to delay his moving. In the first instance, the delay was regretted, but under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the case; we approved of Captain Carlipbell’s cautiem. These 
delays enabled the Mandarins, as will be seen on reference our Consultations, to form 

such 
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such a plan as to make it appear hereafter that they themselves directed the ship to move 
to Whampoa ; but it is to be observed, the Mandarin deputed on this occasion was not to 
grant his sanction till he was convinced Captain Campbell could not disobey the orders of 
the Committee. The similarity of this attempt to influence commanders of ships to dis- 
obey the orders of the Committee, to that resorted to with the country trade in 1814, is 
too strong to require any comments, and no doubt will so forcibly appear to your 
Honourable Court, as to insure a repetition of the orders of this season, which we with 
pleasure take the opportunity of acknowledging have been willingly attended to by com- 
manders of all vessels trading to this port. 

10. The General Hewitt’s moving to Whampoa was a satisfactory object gained, as 
there could no longer exist any pretence for guarding her by armed boats. Her pro- 
ceeding to Whampoa without opposition from the Chinese, was pleasing ; at the same 
time, we had no cause on this occasion to apprehend resistance, from a conviction that the 
Viceroy had exceeded his authority. We are not so confident that your Honourable 
Court will approve of our orders to return a fire ; but on a deliberate consideration of 
the peculiar case in which the Hewitt was placed, denied by the Chinese to belong to the 
incrch^mt service, but as having acconipatiicd the Embassy, w'as in tlieir estimation a 
King's ship, we do trust your Honourable Court will consider us authorized to direct 
resistance in the event of an attack ; and we should be wanting in our duty if we did 
not point out to your Honourable Court, that it is only from a belief that we dare not 
return a shot, that could ever induce the Viceroy, on his own responsibility, to order 
such treatment. 

11. Our address to the Viceroy on the movement of the General Hewitt, had been four 
days in the Merchants* possi'ssiun, and from most trifling excuses its presentation was 
delayed. At length this address, together with one to the Hoppo, were returned, and it 
was declared that these officers would not receive them. As far as concerned the General 
Hewitt, the delivery of this address was not material, further than the object of placing 
t)ur sentiments and feelings on the records, if preservi*d, in China ; but as the letters more 
especially entered into a defence of our conduct, and rec|uircd some reply on the {loint of 
our addresses being received and answered, we deemed it our duty to proceed to the city 
gates, and in a few hours Captain Jameson assembled a party, and delivered the letter to 
a Mandarin at the gate of the Viceroy’s palace. 

12. We lieg here to express our acknowledgments to Captain Jameson and the Com- 
manders who accompanied him, for their ready compliance with our wishes, and for the 
able and discreet manner in which they were carried into eflect. We have particularly 
to notice the conduct of Mr. Bannerinan, who volunteered his services, and wliosc 
knowledge of the language proved highly beneficial on this occasion. We have further 
to express our satisfaction at Uie progress made by Mr. Bannerman, whose assiduity 
in endeavouring to accomplish this desirable object is highly pleasing to us, and credit- 
able to himself. 

18. Having fully explained to your Honourable Court the measures pursued on this 
occasion, which we trust will be considered as carried to the utmost line of forbearance, 
we have to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court a most provoked and unjusti- 
fiable attack on us in the person of our Compradore. We must acknowledge it has not 

been 
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been unusual for the Mandarins to endeavour to terrify, or perhaps rather to work on 
the feelings of the Committee, by similar acts of tyranny on their own subjects on several 
occasions; but when committed in direct violation of the convention agreed to in 1814 by 
the present Viceroy, it will afford a convincing proof of what little reliance can be placed 
on the Edicts of the officers of the Canton Government, much less on the promises con- 
veyed to us verbally by the Merchants. 

14. The Compradore was sininnoned to the city, and two Merchants deputed to the 
President to apprize him of the circumstance. In the presence of these Merchants, who 
iiiubt have been well aware of the fate that awaited him, tlie Compradore, conscious of his 
innocence, declared his wish to answer the summons. In a few hours he was beaten and 
tortured in order to draw from him a confession of what native had shown the Europeans 
the way to the Viceroy’s house. A reference to records of the frequent visits made to 
the gates and within the city, would prove the fallacy of such an attempt to cover deli- 
berate insult to tlic Committee, which the Mandarins do not fail to resort to whenever 
they are unable to attach any blame to the C^mnnittec itNclf. If such a proceeding is not 
firmly resisted, it will become necessary to forego all communications with the officers of 
Government. The Merchant.s are directed not to convey our letters, and when carried by 
Europeans to the city, directed there to be received by the laws of China, a Compra- 
dore, entrusted with the charge of our treasury, is seized, beaten and tortured in a 
manner used only to the lowest criminal. Under these circumstances, your Honourable 
Court will perceive no respectable Chinese can be found to serve us. 

15. We have endeavoured by every possible means to obtain his relea.se, but it is with 
regret w'e state they have been inefTcctual, and that the IMerchants have evinced an indif- 
ference on this occasion highly discreditable to themsehes. We have, however, attended 
to their suggestion to remain quiet, under a belief that the object in view might be 
obtained : in the mean time, how'ever, we deemed it necessary to prepare the Cornwall 
as a packet, that, in the event of trade being stojiped, we might secure a conveyance for a 
statement of facts, to relieve your Honourable Court from the apprehensions occasioned by 
private reports. Delay was convenient in order to complete the cargo of the Cornwall, 
and that object being accomplished, we have applied for the port clearance, stating as the 
motives for this despatch, the nece.ssity of a]>prizing the high authorities in England of 
the cause of detention tjf the General Hewitt. 

16. On a review of our proceedings, we do confidently hope your Honourable Court 
will be satisfied that forbearance has been carried to the utmost extent, and that an 
anxiety to prevent embarrassment to his Excellency Lord Amherst, will be deemed by 
your Honourable Court a sufficient reason for not resorting to such measures as are in our 
power, and which w'e believe might have brought this discussion to a close. What further 
remarks may be requisite on this subject, we shall have the honour to address in our Se- 
cret Department, and proceed to the details necessary on the despatch of the Cornwall. 

21. Since writing the above paragrajihs we received an Edict of the Viceroy, a transla- 
tion of which is forwarded in the extracts from our Consultations, and will no doubt evince 
to your Honourable Court the difficulty under which we labour in all negociations with a 
government so void of truth in aU their proceedings, and whose Edicts and actions on no 
occasion accord. Your Honourable Court will observe the declaration of our address 
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having been presented by the Merchants, at the moment that our Compradore is still in 
confinement, and has undergone the severest treatment from false accusation of having 
conducted Europeans into the city. It is however a conclusive argument, that we com- 
mitted no error in proceeding to the city with our address, as it would have been readily 
seized as an act of delinquency had it been contrary to the laws of China. The describing 
the General Hewitt as lying at the second bar, or rather affecting ignorance of her being 
at Whampoa, is a convincing proof, added to many, of the statements that are made on all 
transactions with foreigners. Should any ri‘ply be necessary, which how'ever at the present 
inoiiient with some prospect of commencing the lading of the Geni*ral Hewitt, may be 
doubtful, it will require much consideration; and it only remains to assure your Honour- 
able Court, that however we must feel the continucnl insults in refusing our addresses, and 
the style of replying to them, together with the unjust st'izureand detention of our Coiu- 
pradore, we shall exert the utmost forbearance to ])revent any embarrassment to the hhn- 
bassy during its residence in Canton. AVe beg however to suggest to your Honourable 
('ourt a letter from His Majesty’s Ministers to the Viceroy, warning him that a repetition 
of such acts must tend to break the bonds of amity so essential to both empires. 

22, We have now the pleasure to announce to your Honourable (’ourt, that the Mer- 
chants have this morning presented an Edict, stating that a reply has been reei^ived from his 
Imperial Majesty, granting the rci[uired cargo for the Hewitt, but clogged with provisoes 
from the Viceroy himself of an unpleasant nature. It is demanded that we should write 
ail address, w^hich may be considcri'd as a bond for the detention of the General Hewitt till 
the arrival of the Ambassador. AVe have assured the Merchants, that our word having been 
once passed, as has he(‘ii done in our former letters to the Viceroy and Hoppo, we shall 
never deviate, and that they may safely enter theiiisi'lves into any security on this point. 
With respect to a positive injunction to load the returned presents in the Hewitt, we have 
informed them that their shipment will depi'iul entirely on the wislies of the Ambassador. 
But we have ])ercmptorily refused to write any letter dictated to us by those officers of 
Government, who have declined receiving our several addresses, and obstinately persisted 
in not acknowledging us by replies, as agreed to in the year 1814. In this point we feel 
confident your Honourable (^)urt will approve our steady resistance : and the conduct of 
the Merchants this morning, throwing every impediment in the way of reconciliation, was 
such as to compel us expressly to state, that the present discussion has been carried to a 
length, which their personal influence might have prevented, had not the two most wealthy 
Merchants conceived it an op{X)rtunity of once more making themsehes the channel of 
communication between Europeans and the Government. 


CHINA p\P£:ks. 
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EXTRACT LETTER, in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1816 . 

Par. 8. We have the pleasure to inform your Honourable Committee, that our Com- 
pradore has at length been liberated, after a confinement of thirty-five days; he is much 

8 Z disfigured 
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disfigured, and evidently suffers great pain from the severe treatment he endured. The 
Jtedress of Linguist was released at the same time, but the person called Along is still in confine* 

Onevunces, &c. ment. We called on the Merchants to know if this man was detained in consequence 

“ of his visit to the President, and they assured us on inquiry that his further detention 

(»erifera?^Hewl‘u *^*^^‘**^ several serious complaints which had been preferred against him by the vil- 

lage in which he resides ; of the nature of these complaints however they declared them- 
selves ignorant. It is with regret we observe that we do not consider ourselves in any 
way indebted to the Merchants, at least the three seniors, for this release; the apathy 
shown by them throughout this occurrence would lead to a confirmation of the accusa- 
tion against them in having been the primary cause of this seizure. 

9. Your Honourable Committee will observe in our Secret Diary of the 24th Novem- 
ber, a serious cause of apprehension in the information which we have received of a pri- 
vate order from the Viceroy to the police magistrate, to seize several persons in our 
employ. We felt it our duty to prepare a letter on this subject, but have received such 
assurances from the Merchants that lead ns to hope this severe measure will not be pur- 
sued at present; but at the same time we fear that, notwithstanding the convention 
signed by the present Viceroy in 1814., it will be resorted to whenever the officers of 
Government may find an opportunity of annoying. Cnwilling to enter into discussions 
unnecessarily, wc have withheld our remonstrance, and as a change is to lake place in 
one of the principal officers concerned in this measure, we trust the Merchants may 
prove successful in withdrawing the warrant. 

10. A statement of our Public Proceetlings, ns regarded the General Hewitt, w'as for- 
warded to the Honourable Court by the Cornwall. Our endeavours to remove the stigma 
thrown on a ves.scl attached to an important mission, and to carry into effect our orders 
ill an early de.spatch of that ship, will, we hope, meet the approbation of your Honour- 
able Committee. We have since that time proceeded quietly in the lading; but on 
the 2d instant the Merchants delivered an Edict, which they informed us required 
a written assurance from the Committee that she should wail the return of the Ambas- 
sador, and that room should be left for the presents ; the former demand intimated a 
doubt of the Comiiiillee fulfilling their engagements, which could not be considered 
but os insulting and unwarrantable in men wdio must know that the Committee had never 
deviated from their word. With respect to the pre.sents it had been fully explained to 
them, that whatever directions the Ambassador gave would be attended to, and they had 
been desired to state the number of ships that were at our disposal. In reply they de- 
clared they had signed a bond, stating every particular, as dii*ected by the Committee; 
but the officers of Government were apprehensive that when loaded, the General Hewitt 
would be despatched : this insinuation was offensive, but we stated that when we were 
satisfied of the contents of the Edict, it would be replied to. 

11. We were apprehensive, by the manner of the Senior Merchants, that more was 
implied than expressed by them, and in the evening, the leas ordered for the General 
Hewitt were stopped. This was an act that broke every engagement; and wc prepared 
a short letter to the Viceroy, observing, that as the orders of his Imperial Majesty were 
disobeyed, it became our duty, to follow the instructions of our Honourable Employers, 
and we had therefore to request the grand chop, unless she was permitted to continue 
lier lading. Wa apprized the Merchants of the contents, and called on them to use their 

exertions 
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exertions to prevent any further discussion. They were aware of the reasons of the delay 
in replying to the Edict, as all persons in our employ were fearful of attending ; but 
whilst it was preparing it was their duty to prevent all irritating steps in their power, by 
proper explanation, to fulfil our wishes. Puankhequa appeared to acknowledge the 
justice of our request, but Pinqua would not coincide, as they were of opinion no further 
cargo would be permitted unless our bond was given. We presented this short address, 
and if their endeavours failed with the Hoppo, they might present it as our reply to the 
Edict. We learn to-day the letter has been received by the Viceroy. 

13. We should incur great risk of committing ourselves did we venture an opinion on 
the reply to this letter; but as the General Hewitt is not far short of her cargo, we 
trust your Honourable Committee would approve of the measure of despatch, should 
the credit of the nation require such a step. It only remains for us to assure your 
Honourable Committee, that it would not be resorted to but in the event of meeting 
such hostile language or treatment ns would render fuither forbearance censurable. 
And we would wish to impress on your Honourable Committee, that we do not at pre- 
sent apprehend any serious consequences. 


(E.) 

lledress of 
Grievances, Ac. 

Company's Ship 
General Hewitt. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 19tli December 1816. 

Par. 3. It is with satisfaction we report to your Honourable Court, that a full lading 
has been permitted to the General Ilewilt, on the condition that slie remains till the 
arrival of his Excellency Lord Anihcrst. 'fhe delaj^ that has occurred on this occasion 
has arisen from the highly reprehensible conduct of the Senior Merchants, who, in a 
most insulting manner, refused to place confidence in our word. The Viccn^y required 
a reply to his Edict, and the further security from the Merchants, that the General 
Hewitt should be detained till the return of the Ambassador. The reply to tlie Viceroy's 
Edict was instantly prepared, and every assurance was given to the Merchants that it 
should be delivered to them w'henever the offensive measure of stopping the teas ordered 
to be .shipped for the Hewitt was removed, n measure which we believe originated in 
their fears; but if it was determined by the officers of Government that no more cargo 
should be permitted, it became our duly to despatch that ship immediately. 

4. After a discu.ssion of several days, when the Merchants found us determined in 
our resolution of despatch, a proposal was made by one of them of an additional para- 
graph to our letter, the purport of which had been privately explained to him. The 
object proposed to us was, the requesting the favour of an immediate despatch of the 
Hewitt, and a promise that two vessels should be detained for whatever articles his Ex- 
cellency the Ambassador might wish to send on board. This was readily admitted, but 
they were apprised that we did not hind ourselves to ship the presents. A proposition 
was at length made by the Merchants, whether, if all the forms of shipping the teas in 
dispute were accomplished, wc would deliver the reply directly into their hands. This 
having been the sole preliminary required by us, was readily assented to, and we hoped 
no further discussion would be necessary. 

3 Z2 
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5. The Merchants, however, returned with our letter and proposed several altera- 
tion.s, which seemed suggestions of their own ; and though apparently trifling in their 
nature, might have been turned to improper use; these were therefore refused. In this 
conversation, the intent of the Merchant in proposing the additional paragraph was 
discovered ; and had we been dependent on the Chinese for our translations, as in former 
days, when this Merchant conducted the negociations with the ofiBcers of Government, 
we should have been made to promise that the Hewitt should await the arrival of the 
Ambassador ; but that if his Excellency despatched her immediately, two ships would 
be detained for the presents. This prevarication and attempt to overreach the Com- 
mittee led to an unpleasant discussion ; however, we could but regret we were deceived 
in the support that had been promised by him, and that the paragraph had been inserted. 
Unless, therefore, we were permitted to withdraw this request, no alteration could he 
made in the letter. 

6. The Senior Merchants assembled the Juniors, and made a formal visit to the 
Factory, the purport of w'hich the President had previously learnt was to obtain fresh 
assurances that the Committee were sincere in their intention of detaining the Hewitt. 
Having also been apprized that the Viceroy was satisfied with our reply, and only 
required the security of the Merchants for its strict observance, their hesitation on this 
point (which had led to the stoppage of the teas) was an insult that called for the 
strongest marks of our displeasure; and the President trusts your Honourable Court 
will approve of his refusing to converse further on this subject, or to summon the Com- 
mittee. He desired them, Mr. Urmston being present, to obey the commands of the 
Viceroy, or to present the usual application to the lloppo for the port clearance, which 
he delivered to the Head Merchant. They declined the latter alternative, and pro- 
ceeded to the city to sign the required bonds. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the llonourcihle Court of Directors, dated 19th December 1816. 

Par. 1. We had last the honour to address your Honourable Committee on the 4th 
November, and it is with satisfaction we report that our endeavours to obtain a full 
cargo for the Honourable Company’s ship General Hewitt, have been successful. 

2. It has been our intention on finding the arrival of the Ambassador did not take 
place at the time appointed by the Viceroy, to request His Excellency w'ould grant per- 
jiiission for the sailing of the Hewitt, on our pledging that two vessels should be reserved 
ibr whatever articles his Excellency the Ambassador might wish to be shipped. We 
were precipitated into this measure by a similar proposition being made by one of the 
Merciiants, and his anxiety for its insertion in our letter led us to hope a favourable 
result. The turn, however, that was intended to be given to such application is fully 
detailed in our Public Letter by this opportunity, and most clearly evinces the necessity 
of encouraging, by every means, an obtainment of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese 
language. 
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(15.)-..RESPECT1NG HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP ALCESTE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 8th November 1816. 

Par. 23. We have now to report to your Honourable Court the safe arrival of the 
Alcestc and Lyra on the 2d instant off Lintin. By letters received from Captain 
Maxwell this evening, we have reason to apprehend that the same hostile measures are 
proceeding with His Majesty’s ships as was adopted with the General Hewitt ; however, 
iis it is probable that us the discussion will occur without the Bogue, no material obstruc- 
tion is to be apprehended to our concerns, and we trust in a short time to be enabled to 
despatch to your Honourable Court the early ships of tlie season with more authentic 
information. 


LETTER from Sir Thcophilus J. Metcalfe, Bart., PRESIDENT of the SELECT 
COMMITTEE of Supracargoes at Canton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, dated Canton, the 16th November 1816. 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir: 

The American Consul called on me late this evening, to say, a fast sailing American 
vessel would be despatched per Amsterdam to-morrow. To write a public opinion on 
the result of Wednesday night would be committing ourselves; but as exaggerated 
reports now flying about will reach England, it will prove satisfactory to you to receive 
some particulars from me. On the arrival of the Alcestc, a Mandarin with a blue 
button went on board at Lintin, stating himself to be deputed from the Viceroy ; he 
was civilly received. Captain Maxwell requested him to convey his wishes to the 
Viceroy for entering the Bogue, and fair promises were given. In a day or two another 
Mandarin visited the Alceste, who declared himself to be deputed by the Viceroy. On 
Captain Maxwell observing he had already communicated with an officer of rank, who 
had promised to convey his wishes to the Viceroy, he w'as informed the first Mandarin 
was not authorized in what he had done or said. Captain Maxwell instantly requested 
some proof by which he might ascertain on what authority he himself visited the ship. 
The reply was given in strong assurances, and as a proof, he would instantly return to 
the Viceroy, and bring such an answer. Captain Maxwell desired him to fix a day, and 
he named five days hence, to which the Captain objected, as being too long, but at 
length agreed, and describing his ship in distress from bad weather, stated the necessity 
of proceeding into smooth water within the Bogue. This man departed, promising to 
return with a reply. Captain Maxwell remained quiet six days, receiving many insults 
to the British flag. Provisions were only to be procured by the Compradores at night 
bringing them on board. Armed boats, though keeping some distance, were stationed 
round her. These removed themselves in a few days, but were met again near Chunpee. 
The time being expired, the Alceste weighed anchor, and proceeded to Chunpee. She 

found 
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fopnd stationed here a flotilla of boats, the Commander of which sent a low Chinese to 
order him to anchor, or a gun would be fired. The words had scarcely passed his 
mouth when the threat was put in execution, and they fired several guns without shot. 
Captain Maxwell received it os a salute, and returned it with blank cartridge. Shortly, 
however, shot passed by from junks and the fort. You will readily, sir, conceive the 
feelings of a Captain of a British man-of-war, who in this spot was committing no act 
that could give offence, for the ship was below the place where the men-o&war usually 
anchor. One shot fired over the Chinese Commandant’s head silenced these warriors, 
and Captain Maxwell feeling pity for the men, acting most probably under strict orders, 
did not continue. The wind failing, and tide nearly down, the Alceste was compelled 
to anchor ; and here I must observe, that a Merchant told me this morning that this 
step was reported to be in consequence of the active exertions of the squadron. In the 
evening the wind proving favourable, Captain Maxwell weighed anchor, for having found 
the Chinese so determinedly hostile, it became necessary to support the honour of the 
flog, and to maintain the privilege granted to the Lion, by instantly proceeding within 
the Bogue. The moment she weighed, a signal was made from the boats, and lights 
displayed at all the forts, with a sharp cannonade from four forts, containing probably 80 
or 100 guns, two of which have been lately erected. Several shot struck the Alceste, 
two of which are at present in her bows, and it was impossible to carry forbearance any 
further. Captain Maxwell when sufficiently near the forts, about half a musket shot, 
poured in his broadside ; the lights disappeared in a moment, and little more was heard 
from those on the starboard side ; but a fort on the* larboard, against which the guns 
could not be brought to bear, continued its fire for some time. The Alceste anchored 
nt second bar without further molestation, and Ca))tain Maxwell arrived in Canton this 
morning. Thus far is a short statement of the movement of the Alceste, which will un- 
doubtedly give rise to many reports. We have now from the inferior Chinese accounts 
from three to forty men killed ; but from the manner in which the Senior Merchants 
behaved yesterday, when they declared their ignorance of any firing having token place, 
and their readiness to place the ship in any port, if she would retire in one day, I am 
led to believe they will not admit the firing, and that they would willingly hush up the 
encounter. This England cannot consent to, and believe me, sir, the acts of a Viceroy 
will ever continue arbitrary and unjust, if not properly resisted. The trade only re- 
quires a check on his conduct, and the extortion of other Mandarins at Canton, and I 
trust the cautious, judicious and firm conduct of Captain Maxwell on this occasion, will 
lay the foundation of placing the Company’s trade on a steady footing, and receive that 
support from the Ministers and Court of Directors as will convince the Chinese the 
blood of Lord Anson still Rows in the veins of Englishmen. I might be told, os Pre- 
sident of the Factory, these are not the sentiments I should promulgate; in reply, I 
assert they are the sentiments held in private by every man who has visited China in the 
last twenty years, and it is only to be regretted, the constant victories gained by a 
few Supracargoes should not have carried such conviction, as to make these sentiments 
more agreeable. I am aware they arc not to be stated in a public letter, but as through- 
out life I have never disguised my opinions, I feel it my duty to convey them in some 
manner. I have lost my most worthy father, and have not the honour of being inti- 
mately known to any Director. That father introduced me to you, and taught me, sir, 

to 
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to respect your character to a degree that has induced me, in a mixture of public and ^ 

private, to convey the actual state of things in China. Redress ot 

Now, my good sir, to the part we have taken in regard to the Alceste. With the Grievances, 
Merchants I have declined all interference, and referred them to her captain. But, as . — . 

was my duty, 1 privately warned Captain Maxwell of the character of those he had to ^ Alce^ti* 
deal with. If he did not think the privilege established by the Lion, viz. entering the 
Bogue, a sufficient point to be attempted whilst any risk of discussion existed, 1 suggested 
a plan of proceedings for remaining without the Bogue ; but if he conceived the Ambas- 
sador wished, and his own judgment determined him that it should be insisted upon, 1 
then pointed out the fallacy of negociation, and that in China the act must be performed 
and afterwards discussed. Had any formal application been made, it would have been 
refused ; not upon the laws of China, but the arbitrary pleasure of an hostile Viceroy, 
and any proceeding contrary to his expressed will and pleasure would have proved very 
serious. As it is, I do hope the Viceroy will discover his error throughout, and that no 
evil consequences may arise to our trade. In a fortnight I hope we may despatch some 
of our ships with the result From present appearances, I should boldly say, there is 
no cause for apprehension, but if 1 am mistaken, I should beg to plead, that the man 
who can, in China, decidedly prophecy the acts of the morrow, is unlmrn. A few more 
words on myself. If these ideas should be held as too strong, I have only to request I 
may be judged by my public acts, and I feel confident that no cliief under whom 1 have 
served will scruple to say, the Company never had a more zealous servant. Throughout 
my conduct in this present discussion, L condemn myself for forbearance; at the same 
time, I act from instructions, and have only the alternative of endeavouring to convince 
the Court, that absolute submission is not necessary. I trust I never shall be the cause 
of losing the trade, or, I hope, give the Company real cause to be offended with me. 

Again apologizing for intruding myself on you, 

I remain, dear Sir, yoiir’s most faithfully, 

(Signed) Theos. J. Metcalfe. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4tli December 
1816. 

Par. 2. Since we had last the honour to address the Honourable the Secret Com- 
mercial Committee by the Cornwall, His Majesty’s ship Alceste has entered the river, 
and we beg to refer to our Public Consultations of the 17th November for the state- 
ment which we received from Captain Maxwell of his proceedings, and the hostile 
opposition of the forts at tlie Bogue, unjustifiable in its commencement, at Chunpee, 
and we are confident in no means warranted by any orders from his Imperial Majesty. 
"When it was known tliat the Alceste had entered the JBogue, we learnt that an Edict 
was published in the city, notifying that although unusual for King's vessels to enter 
the river, on this particular occasion permission had been granted. Such an assertion 

will 



542 SECOND APPENDIX to ths THIRD mtm 

CHlVA PAPERS. 

IvUl-be convincing to your Honourable Committee of the little reli)ipos<t^,j^be 
Hedim of placed on any edict. 

(inevanceS) Stc. Captain Maxwell on his arrival in Canton addressed a letter to. the Vicoroyt which 

was translated by Mr. Bannerman with the assistance of Mr. Bal4 and it is with 

His M^^ty’s Ship pleasure we notice the satisfaction expressed by Captain Maxwell of the manner in 
cestc. which this translation was made. The letter was sent through one of the Comprodorea 
to the head Merchant by Captain Maxwell, with particular directions that he should 
deliver it with his compliments. The President had previously informed the Senior 
Merchants, that it would be delivered to them in this manner or by Captain Maxwell 
himself. It was at their own request that they became the bearers of the letter ; it 
however suited the purpose of Government that the Committee should be connected 
with tliis transaction, and consequently the Merchants did not scruple to assert they 
had received the letter from the President; our Com pradore readily appeared before 
the Merchants,'' and declared that he had never mentioned Sir T. Metcalfe’s name, but 
stated the letter was delivered to him by Captain Maxwell. Pinqua and Puankhequa 
however firmly denied this, and claimed a right to belief from their both concurring in 
the assertion ; we are, however, confident the Compradore would not have ventured to 
appear before them in this manner, had he not strictly obeyed the injunctions given 
him. Any altercation must have led to a very serious dispute, but we have thought it 
our duty to report it to your Honourable Committee, as a proof of the deceits which 
are practised in all negociations with this Government. 

4). This conduct came to our knowledge by our permitting Puankhequa to read an 
address from the Viceroy to the Merchants, which directed them to apprize the 
President for the information of the British Captain, of his answer to Captain 
Maxwell’s letter, the preamble of which stated the letter had been delivered to them 
by the President. In the course of the reading of this document, to which we had 
consented os a private communication, we fully discovered their intention of reporting 
to the Viceroy that his orders had been obeyed; we therefore stopped their further 
proceedings, and wx trust your Honourable Committee will approve of our determina- 
tion not to interfere in this discussion. 

5. It appeared by the extracts read to us, that the Viceroy had omitted such parts of 
Captain Maxwells’ letter, the terms which might either be offensive to the Govern- 
ment, or more particularly pointed out the unjustifiable acts of hostility j the defence 
set up for the conduct of the officers of the forts was alleged to arise from the hasty 
proceeding in entering the Boguc, which did not permit the receipt of his orders, said 
to have been published on that very day, in the Edict to which we have alluded in the 
2d Paragraph. We do not hesitate to express our firm belief that no success would 
have attended negociation, and that but for the judicious and firm conduct of Captain 
Maxwell, the privilege granted in 1793 would not have been preserved. 

6. Although we had informed the Merchants that no Captain in Hb Majesty’s Navy, 
employed on so important a mission, could receive an answer addressed to Merchants, 
they proceeded to visit Captain Maxwell, who, as expected, refused to see them. They 
afterwards sealed the paper, and sent it by a Compradore^ which was Cetumed^ and on 
our pointing out the impropriety of such a proofing, they declared thc‘ order 'from 
the Viceroy is so positive, that they must endeavour, by all means in* their po#ar, to 

obtain 
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obtain tt» reception ; we have assured them this is unavailing, and if the answer is not 
given in a respectful manner, it is not required, but Captain Maxwell will probably 
again address the Viceroy. The Lyra brig anchored at the second bar without molesta- 
tion ; pilots were ofiered, and every mark of attention shown on passing through the 
Bogue. 


CHINA PAPERS. 
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(16.)— DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANTON SEASON 1817-18. 


EX I'RAC r LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMI TTEE 

of Supracargoes at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 8th December 1817. 

Par. 62. In the course of last summer, an attack, of an unusually daring and DiscusBions 
atrocious nature, was made by a party of Chinese upon the American ship Wabash, Canton 

while at anchor in Macao Roads, by which several American seamen were killed, Season*^! Sn” 18 
property in opium, dollars and articles of lesser value, was carried olF. We deemed it 
proper to address the Government upon this occasion, to )?ive weight to the representa- 
tions of the Consul of the United States upon a subject which involved the interests of 
all foreign nations trading to China. A number of the robbers were shortly arrested, 
together with considerable part of their booty ; three of the former underwent capital 
punishment at Canton ; the opium being a prohibited article was ordered to be 
destroyed, but the money was restored to the commander of the ship, who was called 
before the Quangchow Foo, and dismissed with a reprimand for appearing upon the 
coast of China with a prohibited article, by which he had subjected himself to a punish- 
ment, though it was remitted in this instance as an act of clemency. 

63. 'I'he captains of the country ships then recently arrived appealed to us for 
instructions for their guide : the question was one of peculiar delicacy. Nations in 
general must be admitted to possess the right of regulating their commerce according to 
their separate views of policy ; hut China forms an exception to civilized countries, 
where trade is regulated by treaties. Foreigners have, equally with natives, the 
protection of the laws. When custom is invariably referred to by one party as the rule 
of action, it is hut equitable that the advantages of that test should be reciprocal. 

Viewed in a prudential light, the admission of the novelty attempted to he imposed by 
the Merchants was greatly to be deprecated, as the records of the official year 1806-01 
prove) that a conspiracy to attach the charge of smuggling to an obnoxious Hong is 
within the ingenuity of the Chinese. Upon reviewing the circumstances likely to arise 
from tlie admission of the bond by foreigners, we resolved to oppose the measure 
rigorously, issued orders to the commanders of all country ships, forbidding the 
signature of any such instrument ; after a considerable delay, and some correspondence 
with the Merchants, the measure was abandoned by them, and trade resumed as 
formerly. 

64. Transactions had scarcely taken their usual course, when threats of an intention 
on the part of the Chinese C^vemment to search all ships in the river, occasioned a 
second- appeal to our Etoard from the captains of country ships. The same reasoning 
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which against general principles justifies opposition to the enactments of this Govern- 
mentft in the instance mentioned above» imposed it as a duty upon us to manifest a 
determination to unite the force of the British trade^ to resist an innovation which 
would entail very serious impediments upon the trade between India and China. The 
removal of His Majesty’s frigate Orlando from Lintin to Chunpee, joined with the 
publicity of the resolution to resist a search, we believe hod a due effect) and the 
apprehensions of the attempt being made gradually disappeared. 


(I 7 .)— DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANTON.—SEASON 1820.18i>l. 


Chinese killed by nn Officer of the Company’s Ship London. 

LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directoi's, dated 7th December 1820. 

Season 1820-21. Par. 1 . We avail ourselves of the departure of the American ship Ophelia, bound 
Death of aChinese. direct to Cowes, to address your Honourable Committee previously to our closing our 
despatches to England by the Honourable Company’s ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle, 
which will sail in a few days. . • 

2. We think this indispensably necessary lest information from other quarters should 
be received in England before those ships arrive, which may create alarm and appre^ 
hension to the Honourable Court, from the unfortunate occurrence of a Chinese having 
been killed at Whampoa on the 27th ultimo, whereby we have been involved in a dis- 
cussion with this Government, and which at one time led us to apprehend the most 
serious embarrassment to the Honourable Company’s trade in China. 

3. As your Honourable Committee will very sliortly be in possession of our detailed 
proceedings, we shall confine ourselves to a brief statement of the facts which caused this 
unfortunate occurrence, the steps adopted by the Chinese authorities in consequence, 
and the remarkable and singular circumstances which have been fortunately combined 
to bring about a favourable and speedy termination of the difficulties which have 
threatened the Honourable Company’s interests at this port ; the details of our pro- 
ceedings upon this important subject we shall forward by the Honourable Company’s 
ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle. 

4. On the 27th ultimo a boat from the Honourable Company’s ship London, with 
Mr. Pigott, fifth officer, and six men, proceeded up a branch of the river some distance 
from the shipping, for the purpose of procuring water; during their passage up to the 
watering place, os appears from the depositions of the seamen, they were assaulted with 
stones, and also experienced (as is but too common) much abusive language from the 
Chinese on the banks of the river; a ship’s musket had been unfortunately put into the 
boat, and Mr. Pigott, in order to intimidate the Chinese, on one occasion discharged 
it loaded with peas in the direction of a party consisting of men and boys who were thus 
irritating him; after an interval he loaded the gun with what is supposed he, believed 
w^ a blank cartridge, and on another occasion of abuse and much pelting, he discharged 

it 
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it a second time so loaded^ intending to fire it over the heads of the insulting parties ; it 
appears he was not aware that he had struck any of the Chinese by these shots; and it 
is stated by the seamen in the boat that they conceived no dangerous consequences had 
ensued. Having completed their watering trip, they returned late at night to the 
London. 

5. It has since appeared that both these shots took effect, the first by slightly wound- 
ing three boys, and the last by occasioning the death of a man. 

6. Some Chinese who were near the spot at the time, in order to ascertain who were 
those who shot the man, pursued the London’s boat, and having traced her alongside, 
proceeded at once to the Mandarin of the district, and lodged a complaint against that 
ship, with all the circumstances of this unfortunate event; tlie result of this was an offi- 
cial communication from the Piian-hu'Hien to the Merchants, recapitulating the cir- 
cumstances, and directing immediate inquiry to be made for the offenders, and the 
nation to which they belonged. This official document," dated on the 2d December, 
w'as communicated to us by the Merchants on the morning of the 29th ultimo, and was 
the first intimation we had of this unfortunate occurrence. 

7. The delay that thus occurred before we were made acquainted with the circum- 
stance, and the advanced progress the affair had arrived at in the knowledge of the offi- 
cers of Government, rendered it difficult, if not impossible, to silence its further progress 
by pecuniary bribes, but we lost no time in trying their efficacy, and succeeded so far 
with the family of the deceased Chinese, in quieting the expression of their feelings, and 
neutralizing their evidence, as to make it appear this unfortunate occurrence w’as 
wholly unintentional ; and we sent off* an express to Macao for Dr. Morrison, who 
was absent with our permission, but whose immediate presence now became indis- 
pensable. 

8. As we were assured a discussion with the Government was inevitable, and that 
their demand for an investigntioii into the affair and surrender of the offeiuling party 
would be peremptory, we lost no time on the 30th ultimo in appointing a Committee of 
Commanders, to proceed instantly to Whampoa to inquire into the circumstances, and 
make a report of their proceedings to us in writing. 

9. On the 1st instant the Piian YueHeen, Magistrate of the Whampoa district, pro- 
ceeded down to Whampoa, and, with the accustomed formality, held an inquest on the 
body of the deceased Chinese; and having completed the depositions taken on this 
occasion, he forwarded his report to the higher authorities; it arrived in due course to 
the knowledge of the Viceroy, who, jointly with the IIoppo, issued an Edict addressed 
to the Merchants, dated the 2d instant, requiring them without delay to acquaint the 
English Chief with these occurrences, and directing instant measures to be taken for 
investigating the affair, and apprcliending the offender. This Eilict was communicated 
to us privately the same evening, and on the following morning, the 3d instant, w’e 
received it from the Merchants officially, it was also coupled with another Edict from 
the Puan-yue-heen, stating that the business now assumed a more atrocious aspect, for 
it had been ascertained that three boys had been wounded on the 27th ultimo, besides 
the Chinese who had been shot; it fbrther added, that as this affair was traced to have 
been committed by persons belonging to the London, all commercial intercourse would 
be suspended with that ship until the offending parties were delivered over to them for 
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trial and judgment; no suspension, however, of the general commercial intercourse, 
or interdiction to the departure of ships took place. 

10. From the Report of the Committee of Commanders we could obtain but very 
vague information as to the facts which led to this unfortunate affair, but we received 
the certain intelligence that Mr. Pigott, the fifth officer of the London, was missing, 
and we have since learnt that he absconded on the 1st instant. 

11. Immediately on receiving this intelligence, we directed strict search to be made 
for Mr Pigott in all British ships in the port, with directions for his apprehension, 
which however proved fruitless. 

12. Dr. Morrison arrived at Canton on the 3d, and by his valuable assistance and 
thorough knowledge of the Chinese language, we were speedily put in full possession of 
the tenor of the demands made by this Government; but as on so important and serious 
a subject it would he imprudent to be precipitate in our reply to the Viceroy, we 
informed the Merchants we must deliberate upon it, and form an answer on the follow- 
ing day. 

13. Although Mr. Pigolt’s having absconded relieved us from all apprehension of 
the necessity that might otherwise have existed for our submitting to his being examined, 
and perhaps convicted of an offence which our laws might probably consider as man- 
slaughter, but which those of China would treat as capital, we were unavoidably exposed 
to great difficulties and embarrassments ; for the idea of a criminal having escaped, how- 
ever great the opportunity afforded him for so doing, was an occurrence which the 
Chinese authorities could never publicly avow as possible. 

14. In this dilemma, while deliberating on the measures it would be necessary for us 
to adopt, an event took place onboard the Honourable Company’s ship Duke of York, 
at Whampoa, as unexpected in its occurrence as it w^as likely to prove favourable in its 
consequences in putting an immediate termination to our difficulties. 

15. An express reached Canton late on the night of the 3d instant, informing the 
IVesidcnt that on that day, shortly after an officer and party were on board the Duke of 
York charged with our orders to search after and detain Mr. Pigott, the butcher of that 
ship had suddenly cut his throat with a razor, and instantly expired. The first idea that 
suggested itself to the officers at Whampoa was to carry the corpse of this unfortunate 
man to the Loudon, and affirm that it was the remains of the fifth officer of that ship. 
It was finally, however, arranged that no measure should be taken without our previous 
knowledge. 

16. We determined upon ordering that the body should not be removed from the 
Duke of York ; for great as the temptation was to avail ourselves of this most singular 
and remarkable coincidence to delude the Chinese Government with the idea that the 
person who had thus committed suicide was actually one of the persons in the London’s 
boat on the 27th ultimo, and that he had been induced to commit violence upon him- 
self from the dread of his impending fate, and a sense of deep remorse at the unfor- 
tunate events of that day, we did not conceive it would be consistent either with our 
own feelings or the character necessary to be maintained by the representatives of the 
British nation in this country, to affirm in writing a statement not founded in truth. 

17. As, however, the Chinese Government might choose to avail themselves of such 
a subterfuge (and we were informed the Viceroy would gladly embrace it), we considered 

it 
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it our duty, under the embarrassments we might otherwise be placed in, to facilitate 
rather than impede an inference to be drawn from the above circumstances which 
might enable them to satisfy the forms of justice. 

18. We accordingly, on the 4th instant, addressed a short note to the Merchants, the 
substance of which, at their request, on the subsequent day, we embodied in an address 
to the Viceroy, copy of which we have the honour to enclose, and which we trust will 
meet wdth the approbation of your Honourable Committee. 

19. The result of the letter we thus addressed to his Excellency was an order from Death of a Chinese, 
him for the Quang-chow-foo, and two Mandarins of rank, to proceed with the Merchants 

to Whampoa, to investigate the causes which led to the suicide of the butcher, and to 
investigate the boat’s crew of the London. 

20. On the 6th instant the above-named officers of Government proceeded on lioard 
the Duke of York on duty, and having examined the corpse of the butcher, and 
satisfied themselves that he had himself put a period to his existence, they summoned 
the six seamen who were in the London’s bouton the 27th ultimo before them, for 
the purpose of obtaining their evidence ns to the facts of the occurrences of that 
day. 

21. This evidence, with a statement of all that took place on board the Duke of 
York before the Mandarins, is fully detailed in our records, which will be forwarded by 
the Honourable Company’s ship Orwell, having been communicated to us by Mr. 

Smith, who, in conjunction with Captains I arkins, Patterson, and Adams, had been 
directed by us to be present. 

22. Referring your Honourable Committee to these records, we shall refrain in the 
present despatch from entering more fully into the evidence, further than to state that, 
as expected, it was entirely fabricated for the occasion, and having been corroborated 
by the six seamen, and the friends of the deceased Chinese having satisfied the forms 
of justice, the Mandarins left the ship. 

23 Thus has the Honourable Company’s Trade been relieved from serious impending 
embarrassments, although ^^e cannot, strictly speaking, justify the means adopted to 
bring about this favourable issue, we trust, with the knowledge we possessed of the 
Chinese officers of Government being willing to lend themselves to the deception, that 
we shall not incur the disapprobation of your Honourable Committee for countenancing 
an expedient which has thus speedily brought about a termination of the difficulties 
which threatened the Honourable Company’s interest in this port. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors dated 29th December 1820. 

Par. 6. Shortly after the termination of the discussions respecting the death of the 
Chinese, it was intimated to us by Pinqua that it might be a very politic measure to 
expedite as much as possible the departure of the London and Duke of York. The 
force of this suggestion was immediately acknowledged, and it has since derived addi- 
tional confirmation from a trifling occurrence a few days ago, which, however, has 
fortunately failed of the intended object. 


7. We 
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7. We are informed that a military graduate, recently returned from Pekin, on 
hearing of the proceedings in the late case of homicide, conspired with three or four 
other men to reverse the proceedings, on the ground that the man who committed 
suicide was not the murderer ; to effect this they sought out the aged father of the 
deceased Chinese, and instructed him to write out a declaration that he was not satisfied 
with the late proceedings. Whilst engaged in preparing this document, the* Whampoa 
magistrate (the Pwan-yu-heen), suddenly came upon the party and seized them. He 
obtained from the old man an affirmation that he had been excited to write the statement 
in question, and taught how to word it; and upon a report being made to the Fooyuen, 
he ordered that the parties implicated should be prosecuted with rigour, as exciters to 
litigation. 

12. 'I’he late attempt to revive the proceedings, has, no doubt, originated in the hope 
of extorting money from the persons connected with the foreign trade. We trust, 
however, that as the attempt has met the decided reprobation of the Fooyuen, no 
further molestation need be apprehended from any persons in this district ; and both 
the ships, as also Mr. Pigott, will have been removed before any advices can be received 
from Pekin on the subject. 


(18.)-~COMPANy’S TRADE STOPPED BY THE CANTON CiOVERNMENT, IN CONSE- 
QUENCE OV SOME CHINESE BEING KILLED BY PART OF THE CREW OF 
HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP TOPAZE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d January 1822. 

Stcjppage of Par. 2. In the letter which we had the honour to address to the Honourable the 
C ompany’s Trade. Secret Committee on the 24th instant, by the packet of the Windsor (duplicate of which 
wc now enclose), we stated the unpleasant occurrence which had taken place at Lintin 
between His Majesty’s ship Topaze and the Chinese inhabitants of that island, and 
which has resulted in the death of two of the Chinese. 

3. The particulars of the affair were communicated by a report from Mr. Hamilton, 
the first Lieutenant of the Topaze, to Captain Richardson, a copy of which was handed 
to us by the latter officer, with a letter from himself to us on the occasion. Copies of 
these letters were made numbers in the Windsor’s packet, and wc have now the honour 
to forward duplicates of them, together with copies of the most important documents 
which have passed on this occasion. 

4. As soon as the Windsor was laden and ready for sea, we deemed it prudent to get 
her out of the river without delay. Considering it however important to have it in onr 
po\^ cr, if possible, to furnish the Honourable Court by her with information of the pro- 
bable result of the unpleasant event which had occurred, we considered it advisable to 
detain her a few days at Lintin for that purpose, and she has accordingly remained at 
that anchorage, waiting our final despatch to England. As the lading of the Repulse 
and Farquharson has since been effected, and their grand chops have not been withheld, 

we 
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we have it in contemplation to despatch the Windsor forthwith, and sliull have the honour 
to forward by her the whole of the proceedings of die Liotin afiair. 

5. When in the early stage of the unpleasant afiair at Lintin, wc ascertained that the 
Honourable Company’s concerns were likely to be involved in consequence, we were 
anxiously engaged in pointing out to the local government, through the medium of the 
Merchants, the injustice of implicating the Honourable Company’s affairs in a trans- 
action wherein His Majesty’s ship alone had been engaged, in repeating what wo had on 
so many occasions already stated, how totally unconnected we were with the King’s ships, 
and how completely and positively they were beyond our authority and control; and 
that therefore we trusted we should be exempted from all embarrassment on this account. 

6. Wc regretted to find all our endeavours in this mode unavailing, and as soon tliere- 
fore as the suspension of our trade was officially announced to us, we considered it proper 
to address tlie Viceroy a temperate representation of the situation in which wc were 
placed. 

7. Your Honourable Court will perceive, by the Edict of the Viceroy issued in reply 
to our representation, that our appeal to fiim failed in producing the desired effect, and 
that his Excellency (who is at this time hohling in himself pro tempore the seals of office 
of Viceroy, Fooyuen, and IIoppo) has unequivocally declared, that he holds the Honour- 
able Company’s representatives responsible for the affair at liintin. 

8. 'fhe tone and temper assumed by the Viceroy, and the footing on which he con- 
siders the affair, are fully manifested by his Edicts on the occasion, and we arc concenuMl 
to say the trade continues suspended, nor is it in our power at this period to surmise 
what is likely to be the result of the very embarrassing situation in wdiich we are jdaced, 

9. We beg to assure your Honourable Court, that every possible exertion on our part 
shall be u.sed to remove the diflicul ties in which wc have been unfortunately placed. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 5th January 1822. 

Par. 4. By the Windsor, wo have now the honour to forward the whole of our proceed- 
ings thus far relative to the unplea.sant occurrence at Lintin, whereby your Honourable 
Court will fully perceive the very embarrassing situation in which the Honourable Com- 
pany’s affairs and representatives have been placed on that account, and the ])ertinaeity 
witli which the Viceroy of Canton continues to hold them responsible for the tran.saetioiis 
of his Majesty’s ship. 

5. We have been daily encouraging the hope, that the Viceroy might be induced to 
relax in his very unreasonable demands, and that he would besides have deputed an officer 
of Government to the Topaze, for the purpose of negotiating the existing difficulties with 
Captain Richardson himself, a measure, the propriety of which we have most earnestly 
pointed out to the Merchants, and one w’hich your Honourable Court will perceive we 
suggested to the Viceroy, in our address to him of the 29th ultimo, and which we have 
again requested of him in our address of yesterday. 


6. Finding 
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6. Finding that all our efforts to extricate ourselves from our very embarrassing situ- 
ation were vain, and as it is impossible to calculate on what conduct the Viceroy may not 
pursue in his present tone and temper, wo considered the period had arrived when some 
actual steps should be taken on our part, which would manifest to the Chinese our deter- 
mination to resist, by the best means in our power, the injustice of their demands. 

7 . We have, therefore, applied through the Merchants for the usual permission tc» 
embark the Honourable Company’s treasure, and have fixed on Monday next, the 7th 
instant, for sending it down to the Honourable Company’s ships at Whampoa, and boats 
from the several ships will accordingly be ordered up for the conveyance of the treasure 
on that day. 

8. It is impossible to say what may he the effect of this measure, but should no advance 
from tlie Chinese towards an adjustment of the present difficulties arise from it, and 
affairs continue in their present posture, we shall at least have the satisfaction of placing 
the Honourable Company’s pro])erty out of difficulty and danger, and, consequently, 
be less shackled should circumstances unfortunately compel us to resort to ulterior mea- 
sures. 

9. Not having heard from Captain Richardson, we arc unaware of what his intentions 
arc, and without some knowledge of them it is impossible for us to come to any fixed 
determination as to the line of conduct to he pursued. Your Honourable Court, how'- 
ever, may rely, that we shall not adopt any precipitate measures. 

10. Ill consequence of the two Edicts of the Viceroy of the 31st ultimo and the 2il 
instant, we have considered it advisable to try the effect of another temperate address to 
him, and we shall feel exceedingly rejoiced if it produces any alteration in the Viceroy’s 
present inflexible conduct ; two or three days, however, may, in all probability, elapse 
before this can be ascertained. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated IGth January 1822. 

Par. 1. Our last address to your Honourable C’ourt was dated on the 5th instant, at 
which period we entertained hopes that our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of Can- 
ton of the 11th instant, might have brought about some arrangement that would lead to 
a termination of the unfortunate discussions in which wc have been involved with the local 
authorities of this province, in consequence of the affair at Lintin. 

2. It is with regret we have to observe, that his Excellency has remained unmoved by 
our representations, and instead of listening to our suggestions of deputing some officer 
of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, has persisted in his unjust demands, 
and evinced the most inflexible determination in all his Edicts, either to have the mur- 
derers (iis he terms them) delivered up from the Topaze for trial and judgment, or to 
hold us individually responsible, should they be withheld any longer by Captain 
Richardson. 

3. This threatening language of his Excellency the Viceroy, so undeviatingly persisted 
in and so often repeated, at length compelled us, for our more perfect security, to retire 

to 
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to our shifjs; wo accordingly, on the 11th instant^ in (he morninff, proceeded witli the 
whole Factory to the ships at Whampoa, having^ previously embarked tlie treasure, and 
delivered over the Factories and the property in them to the char^**e of* the Merchants, 
into whose hands we at the same time placed a letter, nhich we had drawn up Fiji* the then 
ofheers cf the Viceroy, Fooyuen and IIoppo, explanatory of the causes of our depar- 
ture. 

4. The decisive nieiTsure of the British Factory having retired from Canton, coupled 
with the temperate but tirm lan*jua^ro in which we explained our reasons for so doiii^ to 
his Excellency the Viceroy, induced that Mandarin to recon.sider the motives whicli had 
dictated his conduct towards us, and on tlie day following our departure, he directed tlie 
Merchants to proceed to Whampoa, and verbally assure us that tlie threat of our pen- 
s' iial responsibility would no longer be insisted upon ; but having great reason to dis- 
credit the assertions of the Merchant.s, wc required them to bring us a written rcjily to 
our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of (he lOth instant, before we could be indueetl 
to tliiiik of returning to Canton, or indeed to listen to any overture^* 

fj. On the rith instant the Merchants again returned to us, bringing with them an 
Edict, addressed to them by the Viceroy, for our information, the purport of which was 
to remove the threat of personal responsibility from us, but still to hold it over the Com- 
pjiny’.s trade, in the event of “ the foreign murderers” from Captain Kiehardsoifs ship 
not being forthcoming for trial and jiulgmcnt. 

(). The tenor of this communication, written with the view to bring us hack to Canton, 
hut evincing iu plain terms a determination to renew' the diseussion, and again to iuter- 
<lict the trade, was not suHicient to induce us to alter our resolution of pror(»oding down 
tlio river ; wo accordingly have arrived with the whole of the I [onourable CVnupaiiy s 
ships at this ancliortage ; but before adopting' further measures, w(» slmll await the reply 
of the Viceroy to our letter of the 13tli instant, in answer to his cummunicatiun abu\e 
alluded to. 

7. We have reason to cxjiect tliat tliis letter to his Excellency, when he tlie entire 
impossibility of our acting in the settlement of the Lintiii atlair, may ha\e the etteet of 
inducing him to depute some otficcr of C^o\ermiient to cuu'er with (\iptaiii Richardson, 
and thus devise some method of aceomniudiit ion. The Men'hanls left us on the Dkh 
instant, intending by every means in their power to recumiiuMid this course of proceeding 
to his Excellency the Viceroy, and we are in great hopes that by tliis incMiis the present 
unpleasant discussion may speedily bo brought to a elo.se, and that we may be enabled to 
resume our commercial transactions without risk of furtlier impeiliment. 

8. We feel it impossible to convey to your llonoiirable CNuirt in the short compass (,f 
a letter all the reasoning and argument which has go\erned our conduct tliroiigliout this 
very arduous and important negociation, we therefore respectfully beg to refer your 
Honourable Court to the detailed account of our proceedings, which we now forward 
per the Honourable Company’s ship Windsor, from the period of their commencing 
(lyth December last) to the present date; and from this “ Statemenl” your Hum mrable 
Court w ill be enabled to form an accurate idea of the very embarrus.sing situation in 
which we have been placed. 
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Par. 2. By the Honourable Company’s ship Farquharson, which we do not deem it 
advisable to detain any longer in China, we now transmit a continuation of our proceed- 
ings up to the present date ; and it is with sincere regret wc have to inform your Honour- 
able Court, that, so far from any termination of our discussions having been effected 
with the Canton Government, wo have been reduced to the necessity of removing the 
Honourable Company’s ships through the Bocca Tigris, as the Viceroy has apparently 
placed such an insuperable bar to all hope of accommodation, by exacting conditions 
which it is utterly impossible for us to perform. 

3. So far from the Viceroy’s acquiescing in the request we made to him, of deputing 
some autlioriscd officer of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, wc had the 
mortification to receive from that Mandarin a repetition of his unjust demands, expressed 
in the most unequivocal terms, in his Edict to the Hong Merchants for our information, 
under date the IGth January. 

4. The Hong Merchants, when they delivered this document into our hands, expressed 
their regret at the unfavourable terms in which it was couched ; but they assured us, that 
although the Viceroy w as compelled in his official papers to persist in his demands, he 
was in reality desirous to avail himself of any opening by which he could, with the 
appearance of propriety, adjust the present embarrassing discussion ; and with this view 
the Hong Merchants suggested to us the expediency of using our influence with Captain 
Richardson, to persuade him, in compliance with the allusion made in the latter part of 
the Viceroy’s Edict of the 10th instant, to address us, signifying his inability to settle 
the Lintiu affair ; but that he would, on his return to England, report it to his Sove- 
reign, w hen it wouhl bo prosecuted according to law. 

5. Although former, and indeed daily experience, has taught us that no reliance is 
to be placed in the assertions of the Merchants ; and although we had in the outset of 
the present discussion most positively declared that w^e could not interfere between Cap- 
tain Richardson and the Chinese authorities in an affair so peculiarly their own, we were 
induced, in consideration of the vast itiiporlanee attending an adjustment of the Lintin 
affair, to credit the assertions of the Merchants, and to depart from the ground we had 
originally taken, by consenting, in compliance with their suggestions, to address Captain 
Richardson, stating their proposition, and leaving it to his judgment to acquiesce in it 
or not. 

6. Captain Richardson, willing to avail himself of any opening by which he could, 
consistently with his duty, bring about a renewal of tiie suspended commerce of the 
Company, consented to comply with the suggestion of the Hong Merchants, and wrote 
us a letter founded thereon, which we lost no time in incorporating in a letter to tlie 
Hong Merchants, and delivered into their hands. 

7. The llong Merchants wished us to address this letter to the Viceroy ; but to this 
we could not consent, as that Mandarin had placed our correspondence under such re- 
strictions, by his Edict of the 16th instant, that any address to him would be quite un- 


availing 
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availing. At the entreaty, however, of the Merchants, received again from them after 
their return to Canton, we conceded that point, in order that no impediment might stand in 
the w'ay of the proposed mode of adjustment, and addressed the Viceroy on the 20tli 
instant, enclosing Captain Richardson's statement. 

8. The inten’ention of the Chinese new year on the 28d instant, prevented our receiving 
any official communication in reply to our address to the Viceroy for several days ; but 
on the 25th instant, the Merchants again came down to the second bar, bringing witli 
them an Edict to their address from the Viceroy, under date the 22d instant, which pur- 
ported to be an answer to our last addre.ss to that Mandarin, the tenor of which, while 
it clearly proved the falsity of the Merchants' suggestions, was nothing more than a rei- 
teration of the unjust demands of the Viceroy. 

9. ITnder such circumstances, and considering it but too evident from the general tenor 
of bis Edict, that the Viceroy was decidedly averse to any sort of accommodation of the 
existing difficulties, we doterininod, conformably with our resolution drawn up on the 7th 
instant, to adopt the determinati(Ui then contemplated of removing our ships through the 
Bocca Tigris ; and accordingly we jiroceedod with the whole of the Company’s ships 
through that passage witliout molestation, and reached this anchorage the evening of the 
25th instant. 

10. We beg to assure your Honourable Court, that we arc fully senKible of the re- 
sponsibility wo ha\e incurred in adopting the decisive measure of moving the llonourublo 
Company’s ships through the Bocca Tigris ; but we were prepared, if necessary, to take 
this responsibility upon ourselves, from a conviction, after the fruitless termination of 
every other possible expedient, that this step was far more likely to convince the Chinese 
Government of the firmness of our intentions, and, consequently, infinitely better calcu- 
lated to bring about an accommodation, if they were really desirous of preserving our 
commerce, than the measure of our remaining inactive and undecided at the second bar. 

11. Under this conviction we have removed the Honourable C’ompany’s ships to this 
anchorage ; and, we trust, this more decisive measure may induce the Viceroy at last to 
relax in his unjust and unreasonable demaiid.s ; should this measure not produce such a 
result, it will then remain for our dcliberdte and .serious consideration what further mea- 
sures to adopt in our present most embarrassing situation. 

.12. Although the inconvenience attending the entire suspension of this valuable com- 
merce must be very considerable during the iiileiwal that niuM elapse before a reference 
to higher authorities can adjust the existing embarrassments, wc conceive that our footing 
in this country must be greatly ameliorated by siicli reference, and the perinaiiciit inte- 
terests of the Honourable Company and ihc British nation far belter secured, while, at 
the same time, the heavy rcspoiwibility incurred by the Viceroy will, in its consequences, 
be the means of deterring his successors from that indiscriminate use of the suspension of 
our commerce, so frequently and unjustly employed by this Government as a means to 
obtain their wishes on almost every occasion. 

13. Under such a view of our present very emban'assiiig situation, we have not scrupled 
to act up fully to the principles laid down, when wo adopted the resolution of quitting 
Canton on the 1 1th instant ; and, in order that our measures should appear firm and con- 
sistent in the eyes of the Chinese, we made arrangements the day following our arrival 
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at this anchorage for filling up the cargo of the Kent, by transhipping the Congo Teas 
into that ship from the Charles Grant, Waterloo and Bridgewater ; and we also made 
the necessary preparations for removing the cotton imported to our consignment per 
cunntry ship Susan, into our own ships at this anchorage. 

14. Wliile these arrangements have been going on, we received intelligence through 
private channels from Canton, that the sensation produced there by the departure of the 
Honourable Company's ships outside the Bocca Tigris was very considerable, and that we 
might shortly expect to receive some further proposition from the Chinese government* 

15. On the 2\)th instant, the Merchants, accompanied by the elder Chuiiqua, came on 
board the Waterloo, we regret to say, without official authority to confer with us from 
the Government, but merely with the view of making some proposition to us, which, in 
their opinion, might speedily terminate the present discussion. 

16. We have already stated to your Honourable Court how little the assertions and 
suggestions of the Merchants are to be relied upon* We considered it our duty, how- 
ever, to attend patiently to any proposition they had to make, and, if possible, to com- 
ply with it. Their proposal now was that wc should persuade Captain Richardson to 
assert that two seamen had absconded from the Topaze, an assertion which, in their opi- 
nion, the Go\eriunent would readily avail themselves of to adjust the dispute, by charging 
these two men with the guilt in the Lintin affair. 

17 . Such a proposition, it is needless to state to your Honourable Court, was instantly 
repelled as inadmissible, inasmuch as the assertion must come from Captain Richard- 
son ; and we felt convinced that officer would never acquiesce in making one which would 
not only be devoid of truth, but would also be an equivocal admission of culpability. 

18. We then applied to the Merchants to know if they would be the bearers of a 
letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, and upon their assenting to the proposi- 
tion, wc informed them that we had no doubt but that he would gladly avail liimself of 
that opportunity to recapitulate the facts attending the Lintin affair, in which he would 
satisfactorily remove from the mind of the Government a false impression that had gone 
abroad respecting that unfortunate affair having been repeated a second day ; and we as- 
sured the Merchants, that had the Viceroy, in the first instance, condescended to receive 
Captain Richardson's statements, and given them that credit th^ were entitled to, such 
an impression never could have existed. We further stated, that on their taking charge of 
a letter from Captain Richardson to thoViceroy, they must promise us they would deliver 
it unopened to that Mandarin. 

19. The Merchants stated that it was currently believed the seamen of the Topaze 
went on shore a second day, and committed acts of violence upon the natives in cool 
blood ; but if this could be disproved the affair might be satisfactorily terminated, for the 
Chinese law made a great distinction in such cases : they therefore consented to take a 
letter from Captain Richardsion, and deliver it unopened to the Viceroy, provided we 
could assure them it contained an explanation of this important fact* 

20. We of course had no hesitation in giving this assurance, and Captain Richardson 
has drawn up a letter this day to the desired effect, with which the Merchants have de- 
parted for Canton ; and they seem to think it probable that the Viceroy, on the strength 
of it, will depute an officer of Government on board the frigate to confer with Captain 
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Richardson on this point, and that the business will be finally arranged to our satisfac- 
tion, and the renewal of die Company’s commerce follow as a matter of course. 

21. We have thus briefly recapitulated to your Honourable Court the state of our dis- 
cussions with the Canton Goyemment, from the period of the sailing of the Windsor to 
the present date; a more trying and anxious period, wo will venture to assert, was never 
experienced, but we have great satisfaction in reflecting that throughout this embarrass- 
ing negociation, while we have steadily resisted every unjust demand, we have uniformly 
availed ourselves of every suggestion tending to restore the suspended commerce of the 
Honourable Company which wo could adopt with a due regard to the principles of truth, 
consistency and honour. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department,, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 7tli February 1822. 

Par. 3. In our last Despatch we stated to your Honourable Court that the Mer- 
chants had consented to deliver a letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, reca- 
pitulating the facts attending the Lintin affair, and explaining away the erroneous im- 
pression entertained by the Chinese of a second day’s conflict having occurred on that 
unfortunate ocxrasion. 

4. This explanation, it was presumed, might afford the Viceroy the means of adjusting 
the present very innharrassing discussions, and the Merchants left us on the 20th ultimo, 
very sanguine in their expectations of the success of this expedient. 

5. On the second instant we had the satisfaction to hear that the Merchants, together 
with two Mandarins, the Pan- Yu, and the Tung-kivan (or Chiinpee) Magistrate, were 
on their way to Chunpee, the two latter having been deputed by tlie Viceroy to proceed 
on board the Topoze, and confer with Captain Richardson on the Lintin affair. 

6. On the 3il instant, these two Mandarins repaired on board the frigate, and received 
from Captain Richardson a statement of the occurrences at Lintin on the 10th December 
last, and having examined some of the seamen who were wounded on that exxsasion, they 
returned to (Tanton to make their report on the same to the Viceroy. 

7. We shall sincerely rejoice if this official mission, so long and earnestly requested by 
us, may prove beneficial in its results, and be availed of by the Viceroy as a moans of 
terminating at once the difficulties under which the Honourable Company’s trade is at 
present labouring. 

8. From the conversation, however, which took place between the Merchants and 
ourselves, on the morning the Mandarins visited the Topaze, we can hardly venture to 
conjecture whether such will or will not be the result. 

9. It appears flrom the communication of the Merchants, that although the Mandarins 
deputed to inquire into the Lintin affair would cheerfully report Captain Richardson’s 
statement of it to the Viceroy, the Chinese laws could never admit the plea of self- 
defence as justifiable ; that, therefore, the Viceroy would still be imperatively called upon 
to persist in demanding the surrender of the seamen, so long as the Topaze remainecl in 
Qliina. 


10. If 
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10. If this be true it is not easy to see in what manner the visit of the Chinese Ma-' 
gistrates can tend to a final adjustment of the present differences. That deputation may 
have been ordered by the Viceroy in order to relieve himself from the responsibility of 
never having instituted an inquiry into the affair^ or it may have arisen from a desire to 
have official grounds on which to frame a report to the Emperor^ suited to the view which 
the Viceroy may choose to take of the subject. 

11. We yesterday received a letter from Captain Richardson^ notifying his intention 
of proceeding to sea to-morrow. It is impossible for us to conjecture what effect the 
departure of the frigate from China may have in the present stage of our embarrassing 
situation. 

12. The immediate sailing of His Majesty’s ship being now officially understood 
by us, it only remains for us to discover whether this measure may be productive of 
beneficial or ill consequences in our present discussions ; and we shall be happy if 
they prove to be such as are likely to bring about a favourable adjustment of our 
difficulties. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 23d February 1822. 

Par. 2. We have now the pleasure of despatching the Kent with a continuation of our 
proceedings up to the present period ; and it affords us no small gratification to be at 
length enabled to convey to your Honourable Court the satisfactory intelligence of the 
final termination of the embarrassin£r discussion in which we have been involved with the 
local authorities at Canton. 

.3. In our despatch by the Repulse, we stated to your Honourable Court that two 
Muudarins had been deputed to visit Ilis Majesty’s ship Topaze, and had received from 
Captain Richardson his statement of the Liutin affair ; it was further stated in that de- 
spatch, that although the Mandarins would cheerfully report Captain Richardson’s 
statement to the Viceroy, the Chinese laws could never admit the plea of self-defence as 
justifiable ; and that therefore the V iceroy would still be imperatively called upon to per- 
sist in demanding the surrender of the seamen so long as the Topaze remained in China. 

4. Captain Rlchard-sun having allowed a reasonable time to elapse, and having re- 
ceived no communication from Government in reply to his statement, determined to 
proceed to sea, and conformably with this decision sailed finally from China on the 8th 
instant. 

5. Immediately on tlie frigate’s departure wc addressed a letter to the Merchants, 
announcing that event for the information of Government ; and we entertained hopes, 
that us all adjustment seemed to depend upon her movements, this circumstance would 
speedily bring about a termination of our difficulties. 

0. No notice however was taken of our communication until the 13th instant, when 
the Merchants visited us at Chunpee, making a variety of propositions to us, which, 
being peifectly inadmissible, we rejected. 

7. It 
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7 . It appears that the departure of His Majesty’s ship Topaze had not entirely re- 
moved the difficulties under which the Viceroy was placed with regard to adjustment^ 

and that some further representation would be required from us in order to facilitate this (jriev^ce* 
object. _* 

8. The propositions and expedients submitted to us by the Merchants being quite Stoppage ot* 
inadmissible^ audit appearing indispensable that we should make some communication Company s Irade. 
to them^ we consented to address a letter to themj in which we quoted (he words made Heath ofa Chinese, 
use of by Captain Richardson in two of his letters, wherein he stated it to be his inten- 
tion (now that the Officers of Government had fully inquired into the Lintin affair), to 

proceed to sea, and that affair being one beyond his management, it would be represented 
to His Majesty’s Government, and investigated according to the laws of the land. 

y. The Merchants left us apparently satisfied with the efficacy of fliis letter ; but on 
the 17 th instant they again returned, entreating us to address a copy of our letter of tlie 
13th instant to the Viceroy, Fooyuen, and Hoppo, with a few alterations in the phrase- 
ology, and requesting the insertion of a clause, promising that your Honourable Court 
w'ould represent the Lintin affair to His liritannic Majesty for investigation. 

10. To this latter request however we objected, it being one that we did not conceive 
ourselves justified in literally assenting to, as we might be laying ourselves open to a 
renewal of this embarrassing discussion at a future period, when the Chinese Government 
might require an answer from us upon the subject. 

11. Although we did not consider ourselves justified in adding the clause proposed, 
such importance was attached to Uie addition of something in our address that would 
serve to satisfy the Government, (hat we conceived we might in general terms state, (hat 
though the Lintin affair, like all others involving the Company’s Trade, would be fully 
detailed to your Honourable Court, and (hat Captain Richardson having already assured 
the Viceroy it wouM be referred to His Majesty’s Government, it was unnecessary for 
us to repeat it to them through your Honourable Court. We further added, that as the 
Topaze was now gone away, it was impossible for us to give any further explanation to 
Government upon this subject, but that if the Viceroy would remove the suspension of 
the Honourable C’ompany’s Trade we should be willing to return to Canton, and resume 
our commercial intercourse. 

12. I'he Merchants left us perfectly satisfied with the alteration made in our letter, 
which was now shaped in an address to the Viceroy, Fooyuen, and Hoppo ; and we had 
the satisfaction, on the 2*2d instant, to receive an Edict from Government, re-opening the 
Honourable Company’s Tra<le, and inviting our return to Canton. 

13. For a more detailed account of the conduct pursued by us in this embarrassing 
affair, wo must again refer your Honourable C’ourt to the continuation of our proceed- 
ings, which are now forwarded per Kent. 

14. We forbear making any comments upon the Edict which has been issued, re- 
moving the suspension of the Honourable Company’s Trade, further than to observe to 
your Honourable Court, that the Canton Government, finding all the modes ineffectual, 
have resorted to the expedient proposed on the 17th January last as a mode of concluding 
the' negociatioii on the Lintin affair. Your Honourable Court wdll also perceive, that by 
the Edict now issued through the Pan-yeii and Tiing-Kwang magistrates, who were 

deputed 



558 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 

CHINA PAl'llKS. 

deputed to inquire into the Lintin affair on board the frigate on the 3d instant^ the Vice- 
Iiedrc>s of appears to have imposed a share of responsibility uptn those Mandarins on its final 

(ine\unct‘a, &c. arrangement. 


8to))page of 
i.’onipany’s'JVadc. 


Death ofa Chinese. 


EXTRACT LETTER in tlw PuWic I>cpartine®t, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, (Litcd 10th April 1822. 

Par. TO. Your Honourable Court will perceive on these records, under the date 
noted in the margin,* that the Viceroy of Canton has transmitted a paper to us, con- 
taining the grossest misrepresentation of the facts relating to the Lintin affair, wherein 
we are slated as having given assurances to the government of the return of the 
accused seamen of His Majesty’s ship Topaze, and are required, tlirough the medium 
of your Honourable Court, to convey insulting messages to His Britannic Majesty upon 
tlie siiliject. 

71. This paper, we were assured by the merchants, was of no real importance, but 
was sent us merely as a matter of form by the Viceroy ; it appeared liowcvcr very evi- 
dcMit, that onr silently receiving such a document, and suffering it to pass unnoticed, 
would hereafter be construed into an admission of its justice, Which in the event of any 
revival of the discussion would place us in a very embarrassing dilemma. 

72. We determined, therefore, to return the paper to the merchants from wdiom we 
had received it, desiring them to inform the Viceroy, that having already assured him 
all the proceedings relative to tlic Lintin affair would be faithfully reported to }T>ur 
Honourable Court, and Captain Richardson having also stated that this affair would be 
represented to His Majesty’s Ministers, any further requisition from us seemed quite 
unneccs.sary ; but that with regard to our communicating the present paper through 
your Honourable Court to His Britannic Majesty, it was so complete a pemrsion 
of tacts, and of such an insulting tendency, that it was quite impossible for us to 
transmit it. Wc therefore declined receiving it; but we added, that if the Viceroy 
wi'slied to address His Majesty’s Ministers direct on this subject, wc would not fail to 
forward his letter. 

73. The merchants communicated our decision to ilie Viceroy, and returned the 
paper he had .sent us ; and we arc infwmed he expressed great displea.siirc at our refusing 
to receive it; hut no further measures having been adopted, we are disposed to believe it 
will not again be pressed upon us. 


EXTRACT LE ITER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton, to the Court of Directors, dated 18th April 1822. 

Par. 1. Youii Honourable Court will perceive in our Public Con.sultalioiis,f that 
another attempt has been made by the merchants to induce us to receive ami forward to 

your 
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•your Honourable Court the paper transmitted to us by the Viceroy of Canton on the 
19th ultimo^ the subject of which has been fully explained in our letter by the Scaleby 
Castle ; it is scarcely necessary to state, that this attempt like the others was steadily re- 
sisted by us, and we are disposed to believe it will not be again renewed. 
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LETTER in the Public Department, from Secretary W. IL C. PLO WDEN to 
Joseph Dart, Esq., Secretary, &c., East-India House. 

Sir ; 

Par. 1. The departure of the American ship Zephyr, bound to the United States of 
America, affords an opportunity for the transmission of the enclosed Imperial reply to 
the Viceroy’s report to Pekin on the subject of the Lintin'alfair, which has been recently 
obtained by the President through a private channel from Canton. 

2. The President and Select Committee, in their address to the Honourable Court of 
Directors on the 26th ultimo, forwarded by the American ship Levant, noticed the 
arrival of this document at Canton, but they were unable at that period to procure a 
copy of it for the information of the Honourable Court. 

3. It is at present impossible to say what further inquiries the Chinese government 
may institute on this affair, when a sufficient period shall have elapsed for an nn.swer to 
he received from England on the subject ; hut the tenor of the document is of a nature 
to induce the apprehension of a renewal of the discussion; and it will he observed, that 
by the Imperial decision the chief of the Factory in in future to be held responsible for the 
acts of his Majesty’s naval officers. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. H. C. Plowden, 

Macao, May 7th, 1822. Secretary. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th May 1822. 

Par. 1. On the 7tli instant our Secretary transmitted to Mr. Secretary Dart, for the 
information of your Honourable Court, the copy of the Imperial decision on the sub- 
ject of the Lintin affair, which had been privately obtained fiom Canton. 

- 2. By the departure of an American vessel, now sailing for the United States, we 
avail ourselves of the opportunity of addressing your Honourable Court for the purpose 
of transmitting the official communication to us of this decree, which was received yester- 
day from Canton through the Hong merchants. We also think it our duty without 
4^1ay: to draw the particular attention of your Honourable Court to this important 
document, not only with reference to its bearings upon the Lintin discussion, but 
its operation c n any similar occurrence. 

4C 
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1 . sentations of the local government to Pekin in February last (to which our assent was 

ftrievanrei.\c. subsequently required, but withheld), and the present result of tlie Viceroy’s report to 
— the Emperor, will clearly explain to your Honourable Court the embarrassing situa* 

Stoppage of tion we may be placed in should the requisitions of government be followed up, 

( ompsny's Trade, jg ,jq^ expected from us on any future and similar case. 

Death ofaChfncsc. 4 , Your Honourable Court will perceive that the two great points attempted to be 
maintained by us during the recent discussion, viz. chat ^^self-defence was universally 
considered a justification of homicide,” and that the representatives of the Honour- 
able Company could not justly be responsible for the acts of His Majesty’s naval 
officers,” are now not acknowledged. And we beg to inform your Honourable Court 
that the Imperial reply has appeared in the Pekin Gazette, where it is published to .the 
empire as the last declaration of the laws of China concerning homicides committed 
by foreigners in this country.” 

5 . It is unnecessary for us to offer any further comment upon this subject, for with all 
the documents relating to it in your possession, your Honourable Court will be fully 
competent to judge of its present and future effects. But when we reflect upon the power 
with which the local authorities at Canton are now invested by this last promulgation of 
the law, and the fatal termination of the American homicide in October last, we can 
hardly flatter ourselves, in the event of any future accidents, that that line of cautious 
policy towards foreigners will be observed, which has hitherto characterized the Chinese 
in their discussions with us upon affairs of this nature. 

6 . Since the decision of Government has now been officially communicated to us 
through the Hong Merchants, we do not conceive that we can with propriety allow it 
to pass unobserved. We therefore beg to acquaint your Honourable Court, that we 
have come to tlie determination of addressing the Fooyuen, (who is at present holding 
the seals of office of the absent Viceroy), protesting against the justness of the present 
requisitions of the Chinese Government on the subject of homicides, and expressly 
disavowing the truth of the assertions of the late Viceroy respecting our promise of 
producing the men of His Majesty’s ship Topaze for punishment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 15th July 1822. 

Par. 9 . In our lost address to your Homourable Court, dated the SOth May (dupli- 
cate of which accompanies our present de.spatch}, we transmitted for your information 
the official communication of the Imperial decision on the Lintin affair, which wa had 
received on the 29th of that month, through tlie Hong Merchants from Camon. 

^ I(K In 
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10. In the 6tb Paragraph of that Letters we stated to your Honourable Court that 
it was our intention to address the Fooyuen of Canton (who was acting for the Vice- 
roy during his absence}^ protesting against the justness of the requisitions of the Chinese 
Gorernment on the subject of homicides; and by a re-statement of the real facts that 
occurred during the Lintin discussion, expressly disavowing the truth of the Viceroy’s 
assertions respecting our promises, in his report on that affair to Pekin. 

11. Conformably with this determination, we drew up the Enclosure, No. 2, wliich 
was transmitted to Canton by Mr. Robarts and Sir William Fraser, and delivered 
through the Merchants to the Fooyuen on the 0th ultimo; on the following 17th we 
received in reply the Enclosure, No. 3, from Canton, wherein the Fooyuen, so fur from 
admitting the justice of our reasoning, appears to insist upon the principle of our being 
responsible for the acts of His Majesty’s ships, and requires implicit obedience to the 
commands of the Emperor of Chinaa, and we have reason to believe that such arc the 
actual expectations of the Chinese Government from the interest that has since been 
taken (through the Hong Merchants) to impress their necessity upon us. 

12. Tlie local government having been made acquainted with our sentiments by the 
enclosed lie-statement of facts,” we have not deemed it necessary to return any reply 
to the Edict of the Fooyuen, received on the 17th ultimo, and since that period all com- 
munication on the subject of the Lintin affair has ceased. It is impossible for us to say 
what further measures the Chinese Government may think proper to adopt; but we beg 
to state to your Honourable Court, that we conceive the tenour of the enclosed docu- 
ments are of a nature to induce the apprehension of a renewal of this unpleasant dis- 
cussion, when a sufficient time slwll have elapsed for an answer to be received on this 
subject from England; and this opinion may derive some weight from the circumstance 
of the immediate return of the Viceroy, Yuen-tajin, who, it is said, is now on liis way 
to Canton, having received the Imperial instructions to this effect while on his journey 
to Pekin. 


(E.) 


Redress of 
Grievances, N:c. 


Stoppage oi' 
Company’s Trade. 

Death of a Chinese. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 27 ih March 1823. 

Par. 3. The Viceroy intimated to the President, through the Hong Merchants, that 
he looked forward to the arrival of the next ships from England for the return of those 
persons responsible for the death of Chinese subjects during the disturbancje at Lin- 
Tin ; and likewise that neglect on the part of the Merchants to procure satisfaction 
w(yuld be attended with serious consequences. It appears tliat a petition from an inha- 
bitant of Lin*Tin to the Imperial Court has been transmitted to the Viceroy, who, 
in his justificatbn, has assert^ that the period for the return of the criminals from 
England has not arrived, but that he would not n^lect his duty at the proper season, 
in consequence of which he has resumed the communication of the subject to the Hong 
Merchants. 


Letter 
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Stoppage of 
Compan/s Ttade. 
Death ofa Chinese. 


LETTER in the Public Department^ frbta Secretory J.'N. DA*N1£LL tb JToseph 
Dart, Esq., Secretary, East-India House. 


Sir ; / . ' 

Par. 1. 1 AM directed by the President and Select Committee to aoquaiat you, for iIm 
information of tlie Honourable Court, that the suspension of commercial proceedings 
imposed by the Chinese Government is at length removed, by an Edict received from 
the Hoppo on 23d ultimo, immediately subsequent to which orders were ksued to the 
Commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to proceed from their anchorage in 
the neighbourhood of Macao to Whampoa,, where they have all arrived, with the exoep- 
tion of the Honourable Company’s ships Windsor and Hythe, both of wfakhr ships may 
be expected in the course of the present month. >. 

2. In compliance with the tenour of the instructions of the Honoarable Cosirt, orders 
were given to the commander of the Honourable Company’s ship ' Bombay on her 
arrival to proceed to Whampoa as tisual. Shortly after which event, an Edict was issued 
by the Viceroy, requiring the delivery of the two murderer^ whom he* had notified to 
the Emperor were to be expected in the ships of the present season. > 

3. A reply was immediately delivered to the Hong Merchants, who were the bearers, 
of the Viceroy’s communication, that no individuals were to be ceded to the requisition 
of the Viceroy ; and that the ill-health of Captain Richardson, by detaining him.at the 
Cape of Good Hope, had prevented the occurrence of an investigation ; that thiavwos 
the only communication made by His Majesty’s Ministers to the Court of Directors } 
but that any further advices on the subject should of course be made known to the 
Government upon their receipt by us. 

4h After considerable discussion, which will be fully detailed upon the departufe oi 
the Honourable Company’s ship Bombay from hence at as early a period at possible, 
the Edict above alluded to was received from the Hoppo, setting forth, in explicit terms, 
that no stoppage of the trade should recur after the arrival of the Honourable Com- 
pauy’s ships at Whampoa, although a continuation of correspondence on the subject 
in question will probably occur. 

ITie Factory will proceed to Canton on the 10th instant, and every exertion used for 
the early despatch of the Honourable Company’s ships. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, your obedient servant, * 

(Signed) ‘ J. N. Daniell*^ 

Macao, 9th October 1823. * Secretaiy. ' 
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£XTRACT LETTER to the Secret Commercial Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors^ from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton, dated 20tb November 1823. 

Par. 2. In accordance with the instructions of your Honourable Committee,^ we per- 
mitted /-the Honourable Company’s ship Bombay to proceed to Whampoa under the 
usual orders; but shortly after her arrival there, upon the apjriication of Captain Hine 
to land his private trade, permission was refused, and the Hong Merchants proceeded 
to Macao» .bearing a letter from the Viceroy, demanding the cession of the two mur- 
derers.” 

8. This* demand we of course informed them cbiild not be complied with ;f and we 
considered it the most advisable and conciliatory tone for adoption, to address the Vice* 
roy, informing him that the non-arrival of Captain Richardson in England had pre- 
vented an investigation by ilie proper authorities; but that whenever we received a reply 
expressive of the result of such examination, we should not fail to make it known im- 
mediately to his Excellency. 

4. The Viceroy, on the delivery of our reply,]; expressed himself in a very impas- 
sioned manner, threatening the Hong Merchants with punishment, and returned our 
letter. This at once placed a bar to all communications, and the request of the Hong 
Merchants, that we should so alter its purport as to pass in silence the accusations im- 
plied against the party from the frigate, and thus receive the responsibility which the 
incorrect statement of the Viceroy had attached to him, was deemed inadmissible. 

5. Our determination^ to adhere to the only grounds which could eventually exone- 
rate us, although attended with an immediate disadvantage, placed the Hong Merchants 
in so precarious a situation with respect to the Viceroy, that they expressed to us their 
deter^mination of acquainting him they could no longer conduct the foreign trade 
uyder a responsibility for actions over which they could exercise no controul. 

% ,Uppo the declared resumption of offensive proceedings on the part of the 
Chinese Government, it became our object to place all the impediments in our power to 
their receipt of the pecuniary advantages attending the foreign commerce, as by occa- 
sioning a reciprocal sensation of the injury attending an emlmrgo on our shipping, we 
were most likely to produce a speedy termination to it. 

7. Acting upon this motive, we resolved || to prevent any British vessel from entering 
the river; and issued orders to the commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to 
choose an anchorage in the neighbourhood of Lintin, but upon no account to permit 
any^qomipunication with diat island. 

8. The period at which the Hoppo was desirous of ascertaining the duties upon the 
foreign tr^e was fast approaching, If and rendered him anxious for some opportunity 
of inducing tlie ships to enter the river, without compromising the Government as to 
the|r futit|pe operations, but having failed in so doing, and the Viceroy being sensible 
of iriconvenience attending the line of conduct we had preserved, and the little 

• probability 


* From the Secret Commercial Committee, April 16, 18S5 f Statement, August 16, 17. 
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probability of a tuccessful issue to his requisition, at length consented to permk 
the Hoppo to publish an Edicts disavowing their intention of placing any farther 
embargo on the shipping now arrived, and inviting a resumption of commercial 
proceedings,* 


Stoppage of 9. After the receipt of such a document,* we immediately gave orders to the Corn- 
Company 8 Trade, n^^nders to proceed to Whampoa, and in a few days obtained a chop for the Factory to 
Death of a Chinese, embark. 


10. On our arrival at Canton, we found everything haci resumed its usual course, and 
the late subject of discussion apparently forgotten. The Merchants who had solemnly 
taken leave of us on foregoing any further commercial intercourse with the Honourable 


Company, were ready to congratulate us on what they termed the complete success of 
our negociation, and asserted that the affair was virtually terminated. Although it 
may be mentioned in the ensuing season, every successive notice will be weaker and 


weaker. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated I6th November 1826. 

Far. 6. Subsequently to this resolution which we had adopted, to leave unan- 
swered the inquiries which the Viceroy had directed the Merchants 16 institute, they 
continued to eiipress to us their great anxiety on the subject, and we accordingly 
deemed it advisable to communicate our opinions distinctly to the Senior Merchants on 
the occasion. We informed them, that as the tran.sactions to which the Viceroy^s 
Proclamation had reference had been referred to the British Government, and received 
their decision, they formed no longer a subject in which we had the ability to interfere. 
We deemed it right to acquaint them that a letter was now in our possession from the 
British Minister, to whom all transactions connected with the Lintin discussion had 
been referred, addressed to the Viceroy of Canton : and we acquainted them with the 
general tenor of Mr. Wynn’s letter, dated 6th April 1824. We informed them that 
we had abstained from delivering this letter, from concluding that the discussion had 
been finally closeil, but that if re-opened, our only course left to pursue would be to 
present the letter to the Viceroy. The Merchants expressed great alarm at this propo- 
sition, and entreated that such an intention might not for a moment be entertained. 
We endeavoured strongly to impress upon their minds that the letter from the President 
of the Board of Control explicitly declared that it was a question which could only be 
adjusted by the respective Governments of the two countries, and was no longer one 
in which we had the power to interfere. The Merchants had recourse to a variety of 
propositions, such as Giinese sophistry could alone suggest or attempt to justify. 
'They stated that as it was a question involving Chinese prejudices and feelings, it was 
but just that it should be decided oti Chinese principles, and that all that was reqirired 
was an admission that punishment had been inflicted on those who had violated thefluws 
of this country; that it was now immaterial whether that punishment had been inflicted 

or 


SUtenent, Sept. 23. 
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or not| provided it was stated to Imve l>een. On sucli a course being declared inadmis- 
sible} the^r said we must be aware that among the numbers of which a sliip s company 
was composed, some must have died on the homeward-voyage, and that wc could find 
no difficulty in stating that such hud actually been the case. This proposition was 
evidently inadb with the intention of making it appear that the deaths hud been the 
consequence of criminal conduct. When we expressed to the Merchants our deter- 
mination to have recourse to no such expedients, they proposed that we should state, 
that no final answer had as yet been receiveef from England ; that this would at all events 
gain time, and keep off for the present any further agitation of the question. These, 
and many other similar evasions were proposed' by them, but on- finding that we 
remained resolute in refusing to countenance any asseation whatever inconsistent with 
our knowledge of the facts, they expressed their apprehensions that embarrassments 
might arise were means not derived to satisfy the officers of Governments In this 
situation, therefore, the question remains, and wc can only repeat to your Honourable 
Cburt our conviction, that it is not the intention of the Canton authorities to awaken 
serious or embarrassing discussions. At the same time, the experience of past years 
powerfully demonstrates that the measures to be adopted by a Government so little 
under the influence of public principle can never with any confidence be relied on». 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 5th March 
1827 . 

Par. 2. We have lately been informed by Piiiqua, who, in stating it to the President, 
requested it mig|it be considered as a most confidential communication, that a 
memorial, signed hy himself and Mowqua, hiul lieen privately presented to the 
Viceroy, containing an accurate statement of the facts of the case, that no punishment 
had by. the British Government been awarded to those,, who, by the Chinese laws, had' 
been pronounced to be guilty, and that any further power of interference with the 
question had been withdrawn from our hands, and tliat nothing but embarrassments 
could be the result of renewed discussion. We are now confidently assured, that no^ 
attention has been paid by the Viceroy to renewed petitions from the natives of Lintin, 
and that it is not his intention to. re-open the question, being sensible that neither 
ci'edit nor advantage can arise from it. 

S. We have felt it our duty to place your Honourable Committee in possession of a 
knowledge of this circumstancei which is satisfactory, as being the probable conclusion 
of a tediously protracted and anxious discussion, while it exhibits a striking instance 
of the Governuient of this country (in a question involving its public honour), having 
submitted to be influenced by private information, and having been induced to relin- 
quish those proud pretensions to unconditional submission, which it had previously so 
imperiously assumed*. 
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Ketlew of (19.)— BESPECTINQ AN ATTEMPT OF, SOME CHINESE TO EXTORT MONEY. 

(Grievances, &c* 

ChiJ2‘tKxtort extract LETTER in the PublicDepartment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
Money. Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 12th January 1823. 

Par. 2. Wfi regret to have to state to your Honourable Court an attempt of a very 
injurious tendency, to extort money from the Commander of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s ship Earl of Balcarras, under the pretext of the death of a Chinese having 
been occasioned by a blow from a piece of wood, thrown by some person on board that 
ship ; but which affair was fortunately brought to a conclusion by the free confession 
of the father of the deceased, that his son died from disease ; and it was moreover 
discovered, that some scratches, inflicted on the head of the dying man, were done 
by a piece of chinawarc» os evidence of the wounds they proposed to assert he had 
received. 

3. It appeared by the evidence of Captains Cameron and Drummond, who was a 
witness of the transaction on the morning of the 6th instant, that two men brought a 
third in the lost stage of disease, and continued for some time alongside the Earl of 
Balcarras, in defiance of repeated orders to depart; at length, a midshipman threw 
a piece of wood of about three inches in length, which fell on the cover of the boat and 
then into the water, without touching any person The men, apparently considering 
their object attained, picked up the piece of wood, rowed round the ship, and placed 
an almost lifeless body into the Compradorc’s boat astern, demanding money as a 
compensation for imputed injury. The Assistant Surgeon of the Earl of Balcarras, 
upon inspecting the body, found the nose and the palate of the mouth were destroyed 
by disease; and that the man was on the point of death, without the appearance of 
any wounds that could have hastened it. 

4. After some discussion with the two men, they left the ship and brouglit a third to 
aid their demands, whom they denominated a soldier ; in conjunction with this person, 
they required 3,000 dollars, but said that the father of the invalid would shortly arrive, 
with whom they could arrange ; previous to which the sick man died ; and on the arrival 
of the father, Captain Cameron placed them all in custody, and proceeded to C an ton in 
company with Captain Drummond, to report the circumstances to us. The line of con- 
duct adopted by Captain Cameron, in securing the persons of the Chinese, gave great 
satisfaction to the Merchants, as they expressed, when che report was made to them. 

5. We stated the case early in the following morning in an address to the Viceroy, but 
as he was then quitting Canton, he transferred its investigation to the Fooyuen. On the 
7th the Quangchoo Foo went to the Second Bar, to examine the Chinese in custody, 
when the father immediately acknowledged that his son had died fronri th^ effect of 
disease, and unharmed by any blow from on board the Earl of Balcarras. The men en- 
gaged in this deception were brought up to Canton, and we have not as yet received In- 
telligence of the punishment they are likely to undergo. 

6. Events of this kind have not been uncommon amongst the American and country 

ships 



CHINA PAPERS. 


SELECT GOiMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 567 


ships (luring the present season. The Chinese assault either the ships or their boats, 
aii(i when they meet viith return demand large sums of money for wounds, by working 
on their timidity to offend the recent Imperial Edict on the subject of the liability of 
foreigners to suffer death, even though the hazard of their own lives require their 
defence; the success their extortions have occasionally met with invites the return of new 
assaults. 

7. That all ranks of Chinese are sensible of our situation in this respect, is too clearly 
evinced by the perpetrating of such dangerous impositions by many in a very low class 
of life ; and the reward that success in their demands sometimes affords is a sufficient in- 
ducement to attempt it, without any consideration as to the result occasioning conse- 
quences the most prejudicial to the commerce, and even to the lives of foreigners. It 
must be a matter of great satisfaction, that in this case the voluntary confession of the 
deceased's hither, and the non-appearance of a serious wound, have placed insuperable 
impediments to hostile proceedings on the part of tlie offic'fers of Government. 


(E.) 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
•It Canton to tlie Court of Directors, dated 31st January 1823. 

Par. 3. Wi: have from time to time made inquiries on the subject of the punishment 
to be inflicted on those persons concerned in the attempt to extort money, under the 
pretence of murder, from the Honoura!)Ic (onipany’s ship Earl of Balcarras, and the 
present stale of the case appears to be, that there is no defined law against the crime, and 
that the Eooyucn is awaiting the return of the Viceroy before proceeding to judgment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the C’ourt of Directors, dated 19lli March 1825. 

Par. 53. We regret to inform your Honourable Court, that notwithstanding our ear- 
nest representations to the Hong Merchants of the evil consequences that must accrue, 
as well to themselves us to the Company, if means could not be found of severely punish- 
ing the persons here alluded to by way of example, the Merchants were unable or un- 
willing to compass this point. 

51. Tlie truth of our statement on the subject, we understand, was fully admitted, and 
the Merchants reported, that the Government was perfectly satisfied with the steps wc 
took to exhibit the guilt of the offenders. The only punishment inflicted on this occa- 
sion, was that of exposing one of the offenders in the streets with the cangue placed upon 
his neck; and the only reason assigned for the trifling nature of the punishment inflicted 
was, that the criminals were not considered guilty of a crime of any magnitude, as they 
had not absolutely received money from the persons whom they were endeavouring to 
injure and deceive. 
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(20.) -RESPE(TlN(i TillC COiVDlJCT OK THE ClIliNKSE crSTOM-IIOUSE PEOPLE 

AT MAOAO. 


( oiuluct oi 
tlic Ciistoin-Hnu'io 
People at Alacao. 


!*^\'rUAC'r LK'l’TER in the Secret Department, from ihe SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Ifitli November 


Par. 4-T. On our Puldic Consultations under date the 7th and 12th of June, will be 
loniul an account of an outrage eoiinnittcd by the people belonging to the Macao Ciistoin- 
hoiisc, at all times a most odensive establishment, upon a boat belonging to a member 
of this Factory, which, on our representing the affair to the Tso-tong. we were informed 
wa-. redres.sed. 


EXTRACT T.ETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the llonoiirahio Court of Directors, dateil ISlh November 1828. 


Par. ()8. aggrcsijioiis of the })eoplc attached to the Macao Custom-house upon 
the Praza Orande, have been long a subject of vexations annoyance to passengers 
proceeding to mid from India. On the occasion of the embarkation of Messrs. Marjori- 
banks, Clarke and Ravenshaw for Ronibay in the commencement of this year, the acts 
of the Runners attached to this esiablisliment were carried to an unusual pitch of annoy- 
ance, ill which they were headed and encouraged by their principal.^- 

69. Tlie numerous discussions in which the Oovernment was engaged at the period 
leferrcd to, rendered it an unfavourable occasion for biingiiig the aggressions of the 
Macao Custom house people to their notice. W'^e llierefore deferred it until the agitation 
produced by the several topics under llieir consideralion had subsided, and laid the sub- 
ject before their notice in the commencement of the month of July. 

70. In the first instance the Viceroy treated our rc*pre.scntations with a coolness 
amounting to contempt, and even directed the ]\Ierchants to remodel our address, and 
render it more agreeable to his \iew.s of llie question. 1 Wc were however informed 
by the Merchants, that a Wei-yunc or officer deputed by Government upon a special 
service, had been despalehed to Macao to impiire into the aifair. The progress of this 
officer’s proceedings are detailed under dale 21th July, upon our Public Consultations, 
but their result became more evident upon the publication of an Edict from the Vice- 
roy, recorded under date 1st Aiigusl, which reprehends the conduct of the Macao 
( ustorn-liouse peojilc, and directs the apprehension of offenders for examination, 

71. All unsatisfactory Edict was issued by the Hoppo about the same time,| which re- 
I'erring the question to old established custom, in fact, left us exposed to the same irregu- 
lar and undelined exertions which formed the subject of our complaint. 

72. A second Proclamation of the Viceroy seemed to promise the most favourable re- 
suUs.§ This order entirely restricted the license of the C'ustom-house to strict search, 

and 


* rublic ConsiiltHtiuiis, 9 July. 

^ i'ublic Coiibultiilioriis, i August 


f Public Cuiisultatioiis, 19 July. 

5 Public Consultations, 5 August. 
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and the charges of the Porters to the customary wage s given by natives for the convey- 
ance of goods. The contents of this Edict appeared ihe mo^t clear and explicit lliat w« 
had ever received in favour of the riglits of foreigners ; hut we fear llie result has proved 
that it can only be quoted as a confinnalion, tliat altlioijgh ihis (Joverninent inay^ when 
urged by reiterated complaints, feel themselves coinp« lied to (.spouse the cause ol 
foreigners ostensibly in their proclaniations, an undei ‘ landing still e.visis that aggres- 
sions, when not carried to a length which invohes the parly coneerned in a serious 
charge of disturbing the public tranquillity, will be winked at by tin* superior officers, 
and that a system of extortion obtains a tacit license, wherever a situation under the 
Government wliich affords the means of exercising it is pnreha^ed, iuid w c helievi* this 
to he the case with all public offices. 

73. For facts which support ibis obscrviition, we beg to nder yojn* Ilnnoiirable C onrt 
l(» two cases wliich appear upon oiir Consultations under date the lOtli September, fii 
the former of these the crew of a boat belonging to a I’ret' 'I'radtn* lying in INIaeao llo.itls 
was attiU'ked by the llnnners of the Ciistom-honse while carrying some fresh ])ro\ ision^ 
dow n to ihe beach. A sum of money was demanded, and n|U)n the refusal of thii crew 
to comply, the Chinese jiroceided ((» use.* force, from which the boat’s creu', composed 
only of a few' boys and a male, were compvdlcd to t‘s(.a|K‘ by the im'ans which offercii 
ihemsobcs. C)n the second occjision quoted, a lady landing rri>m a eountiv vessel was 
detained on board the boat which hr.. light her on shore for upwaids of Iw'o hours, tin* 
C’ustom-honsc people rLlhsing her |)ermission to land, or wlsat amounts to the sarin* 
thing, nut allowing any boat to apj)r<»ach for the pin }-(»'.(* of her disembarkation. 

71. Alliiongh little advantage eonid be (‘xpected fiom fresh representations to tin 
Ciovernment, widi such glaring instances of violation of the oidris s(» rccentlv issued 
before our eye. s, we considered it our diilv to slati! the facts ns they occurred («) the 
N’ieeroy, which will at any rale relieve iis from the ch.irge of ])assing then' aggre..sions 
imnotiecd, should any unforlunate result ensue from the lepeated miseondiiet of tin 
diinesc attached to the Custom-house, \\'e ^hall therefore eonlinue to give tlu* 
Government warning upon every fresh oee;ision of olli nee, and the blame attached to 
refusing to adopt the necessary measures for securing public tramjiiillity must rest with 
them. 

75. The disposition of these people to give further ainunaiice h*is been vhowii in 
charge.s of smuggling, which have been preferred against tlie Commanders of our ship^ 
upon the occasion of landing the Company’s packets and personal baggageofihc gciulc-. 
men of the Factory who returned to China this season. • These aceiisalioiis have been 
contradicted by us, and the fiicts explained. 


EXIRACT LETTER in the Separate Depai tinent, from the SEI.ECT COM- 
MITTEE at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28ih Decenilier 1830. 

Par. 34. It is with much satisfaction we inform your Honourable Court tliat we ba\e 
had no reason during the last year to coiiijdaiii of the C’ustom-hoiise at Macao. 'I'he 

strong 
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strong Ed*ct of the Viceroy referred to in the margin, which we were careful to make 
as public as possible by every means in our power, seems to have had its ellecl in re- 
pressing the voracious exactions of those who farm that custom station from the Hoppo ; 
but we have been given to understand that this eifect has been aided by an annual 
present from the Consoo, in lieu of the profits which have been abandoned. 


(21.)-RESPECTINr. THE RIGHT OF THE SUPUACARGOES TO ADDRESS THE 
OFFICERS OF THE CANTON GOVERNMENT. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the (’oiirt of Directors, dated 17th November 1825. 

Uiglitof .Address- Part of Par. 3. We beg to attract the attention of your Honourable Court to two 
inj the Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, recorded in our Consultations under date the Ist 

and 20th October, which take a short review of the character of foreigners engaged in 
the commerce with China. At the present period, when so much has been said of the 
evils which result from the monopoly of the East-liidia Company, it may at least be a 
source of satisfaction to thosci who regard it only as a national (juestion, that the prin- 
ciples of etjuity and liberality on which your aflairs have been conducted, have enabled 
your representatives to establish a character which has been distinguished by the 
Government of this country from that of other foreigners engaged in commercial transac- 
tions, and has even called forth a description of approving acknowledgment rarely and 
reluctantly bestowed on matters foreign to the native and internal concerns of the 
empire. It will be perceived by your Honourable Court that the right of addressing 
the officers of the Canton Government is by these proclamations declared to belong ex- 
clusively to ourselves, and this we must ever consider a privilege of the highest possible 
importance. 


EXTRACT J.ETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors dated I6th November 1827. 

Par. 44. We have no cause to complain of the conduct of the present officers at the 
head of affairs. It will be observed, that redress was affiofStd by a notification from the 
Hoppo of an offensive nature when complained of. This officer liad a relation high in 
the Imperial administration, who has lately been dismissed, and he himself will leave his 
present office in January next. 
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(22.)-RESPKCTINCi THE USB OF, CHAllGES FOR, BOATS BETWEEN CANTON 

AND MACAO. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 17th November 1825. 

Par# 119. The exorbitant charges and duties which have for many years been levied 
on chop boats passing between Canton and Macao, and the refusal of tlie Government 
to admit the legal employment by foreigners of boats of smaller dimensions, has long 
been a source of great expense and serious inconvenience. It will be seen on our 
records* that a body of the British agents in Canton, accompanied by oilier foreigners, 
having ineffectually applied to the Mcix;hants upon this subject, proceeded to the city 
with a petition to the Viceroy, the insult of which was a g\iarantec on the part of the 
Merchants, that, with the exception of the hire of the boat, they were willing to take all 
other charges upon themselves. In a future proclainafion from the IIoppo, the use of 
fast boats between ('anton and Macao was declared to be legal; and an Edict from the 
Viceroy, in reply to an address presented to him by us upon the subject, distinctly pro 
hibited the extortion of money under any pretences. To the Hong Merchants we owe 
the old system, which has existed for half a century ; to the present favourable disposi- 
tion of the Viceroy, who appears to have been solely governed by a principle of justice, 
we are indebted for its abolition, although confirmed by prescriptive usage and long 
continuance. It shall be our earnest endeavour to act upon the proclamation of the 
Viceroy, and resolutely to withstand, under its sanction, all attempts which may be 
made to re-establish the old system, which has now by authority of the Government 
been abolished. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th March 1826. 

Par. 16 . We this day assembled the Hong Merchants for tlie purpose, amongst other 
subjects, of calling their attention to the high charges and duties to which foreigners 
were still subjected in the employment of chop boats, and requiring of them to furnish 
us with an accurate statement of their legal amount. They gave us every assurance of 
their assistance ; and should inquiries exhibit a high rate of charges, 

it will then remain for our consideration to address the^Government upon the subject ; 
and as the present Viceroy of Canton has shown every disposition to discountenance 
undue extortion on the part of the inferior Mandarins, we should be led to expect a 
favourable issue to such an application. 

Extract 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the (‘ourl of Directors, dated 16th Novcnibc*r 1827. 

Par. 52. Ix the case above noticed, the expenses taken from Europeans have been 
transferred to the Merchants and to the general trade in the result. Howqua having 
influence to persuade the Merchants to continue the illegal fees to the subordinate 
officers ill preference to exciting their enmity. 


(23.)— REsPEt rrxt; an attack on (^AIMAIX walker in canion. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 8tli December 1826. 

Par. 1. A vtiuY unprovoked attack having been made in the streets of Caiilon by two 
low Chinese upon Captain Walker, who received a very severe eontiision on the head, 
we deemed it advisable, with a view at the same time to pmiisli the aggressors and to 
prevent the reeiirrena* of siieli act'*, which are so liable to lerininate in serious disiur- 
banees, to address the Viceroy on the subject. We look occasion also to inenlioii, that 
se\ei\d low spiril-sho])s in tlui neiglibourlmod of the Factories had become a \ei\ 
serious evil, as ( hinese belonging to them were constantly c>n the ualcii for all .sailors 
landing from boats, who were enticed into thc'-e sho])-., and that drunkenness and loss 
of lie.dth Were too ofu n tiie c<)nsc«|nenc<'. W e are happy to have had redress upon 
bolli these subjects, by tlui jmni^inneiit c»fthe jiersons gnilly of the assault upon Captain 
W'alker, and by the retail spirit shops being shut np by order of the Govermnent. 


(Jt j— RESPECflNtJ I HE Ilol’Pn CllAIUllM: THE T [I A( A IHIOES \V] VW 
CeiN I \M) fit NClTt'E^ 


EXTRAcf I>ETTEll In tlic rnblio Departinenl, from tin' SHMiCT COMMITTEK 
at ( anton to the ( ourt of Directors, dated lOlh (October 1827. 

% 

Par. 2;J. Shortly after the arrival of the first ships oQjJliis season, we ajiplied for the 
usual permit for Mr. Millctl to proceed to Canion, to commence the unloading of the 
TTonJ^rable Company's chartered ships Alfred and Rroxboriiebiiry, whose despatch we 
wished to effect in the commencement of this month. The necessary license was issued 
from the Hoppo’s office for the object required ; but an Edict accompanied it, which, 
while it censured the application for a single boat, and directed that foreigners should 
proceed in fleets to Canton to obviate the inconvenience resulting to the public pfficers 
from numerous applications for permits, proceedi d iurtber to inculcate the necessity of 
a strict surveillance upon the Custom-hoLise officers between Canton and Macao, and 

to 
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to throvir out most undeserved insinuations against the well-known probity of the 
Honourable Company’s servants. 

24. In consequence of these reflections cast by his Excellency upon the long-esta- 
blished character of the Honourable Company’s Factory in this country, we considered 
it necessary to forward an address to him, dated 20tli August, disclaiming the charge of 
contraband practices made upon us, and expostulating upon the general tenor of his 
Edict, we at the same rime quoted those parts of his Excellency’s predecessor’s Edicts, 
which bore testimony to the good conduct of the Honourable Conipany*.s representatives 
in China. 

2.3. 'J'his address was returned from tlie lloppo's office with a second Edict, dated 
2Hth August, which inculcated the necessity of rescinding the privilege which has been 
long granted and confirmed to us, o f correspond ingw^ilh this Government in the Chinese 
language. Ilouqua having undertaken to represent, in the name of the Hong, our 
claim to this mode of coniniiinication, established by (hm'rnment Edicts in the year 
IHII, we did not consider it necessary to return any immediate answer to his Excel- 
lency’s JOdict. 

2(1. 'Fhe elb'ct of Ilowqiia’s representations was see n in a third Edict from the Hoppo, 
dated the illst August, couched in a conciliatory tone, and denying the intentional 
impliralion of the Company’s M*rvants in (he insinuations against foreigners. Although 
this .Msserlion is at varianeci with truth, it is satisfactory to us to perceive that this officer 
is dis])osed to adopt a favourable line of conduct towards us, and we trust wc shall 
experience more urbanity in our future transactions wnth his Excellency’s officer than 
we were at first inclined to anticipate. 
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(J:. •— RKsPK(JTIN<i TIIK VCCTDKXTAL DKATII OK A ( IIINKSK OX BOAIll) A 

COITX'JRV SHIP. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton .o the Honourable Court of Direct(»rs, dated 30th November 1827. 

Par. 4. Upon the 26lh instant Captain Charles (’larke, the Commander of the Death of a (.'hincve 
eouiitry ship Golconda, waited upon the Select Committee to inform them of the on board 
following unfortunate accident: ‘‘ ^ <J”*itrv Ship. 

5. 'J’he Golconda, on the morning of the 2(>th instant, while dropping dow’n Wham- 
poa Reach, had fallen on boa||l the American .ship Caledonia; a haw.ser was carried 
out to the country .ship Charles Forbes, for the purpose of clearing the vessels. The 
hawser upon being hove upon, parted, and .struck a Chinese carpenter, wlio was at the 
time sitting on the forecastle. Captain Clarke, on being informed of the circumstance, 
instantly repaired to the place, but found that life w'as already extinct; the body was 
removed below, and the remaining Chinese workmen detained as evidences of the fact. 

Captain Clarke requested our advice and interference. 

6. Kinqua, the Security-merchant of the Golconda, was requested to attend the 
Committee, and directed to despatch a confidential person without delay to Whampoa, 

for 
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for the purpose of inquiring into the affair, and taking immediate steps to prevent its 
progress. He proposed an application to the Mandarin at Wliampoa, stated to be 
made at liie suggestion of the Committee, for permission to the relations of the deceased 
to receive and bury the body, which arrangement appearing the most eligible mode of 
adjiisiinent, and showing that we entertained no wish to conceal the fact, was approved 
by ns, as well as by Howqun, who wa.s present upon this occasion. 

7. Kinqiia called on the 28th instant to state, that the people attached to the Hoppo 
boat of the Golconda had reported the circumstance to the Puan-yu or District Magis- 
Iratc ; hut on the arrival of Kinqmi’s cousin, who was despatched from Canton to nego- 
ci.'ile in this aifair, the relations of the deceased had been induced by pecuniary per- 
•suasion to address a counter petition to the District Magistrate, requesting that the 
body might he returned to them; the nephew stating his conviction that the death was 
jnirely accidental. 

8. Nothing further has transpired connected with this affair; but from the assurances 
of Kinqiia, and the plain evidence in favour of the casual nature of the event, we trust 
that no further inconvenience need be anticipated from the final result, which will be 
communicated to your Honourable Court by the earliest opportunity. 

20. 8ince writing the above paragraphs, Captain ( 'larke, the ('ommander of the country 
ship Golconda, called upon Mr. Plowden, and informed him that the Puan-yii, or 
District Magistrate, had yesterday visited the sliip for the purpose of holding an 
inquest on the l>ody of the dcc<»ased Chinese who accidently was killed on board on the 
2Gth instant ; tlie relatives of the deceased were also in attendance, and having declared 
it to I)c their belief, tliat the deceased had died from the blow of the hawser in its 
violent recoil after parting in two, and not from any other cause; and, moreover, 
having declared they were quite satisfied in this point, they were required by the 
Mandarin to make an affidavit to this effect, and to swear to it in the usual form 
adopted on these occasion.s, by the im]X)sition of a coloured impression of their hands 
on the statement: after which they were permitted to retire, and to carry away the body 
with them for iiUcvnient. 

21. Kiiiqua afterwarils attended, and informed Mr. Plowdea that the Puani-yu had 
immediately proceeded into the city to tlie Viceroy, after his return from Whampoa, 
in order to communicate his proceedings to that officer. Nothing further has trans- 
pired; but Kinqua’s impression is, that the affair will terminate here without any 
trouble or dAficulty. 

22 It is witli sincere pleasure we communicate to your Honourable Court tliis 
account of the apparent termination of this event; and wc trust, by our next despatch, 
10 be able to report its final adjustment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the HoiiQurable Court of Directors, dated 3d December 182.7. 

Par. G. Nothing further having transpired respecting the accident on board the 
Golconda at Whampoa, we have every reason to hope the affair has terminated with the 
inquest held on the body of the deceased on the 1st instant. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th December i827. 

Par. 3. We are happy to Inform your Honourable Court, that the affair of the acci- 
dental death of a Chinese on board the country ship Golconda, communicated in our 
letter dated the 30th ultimo, was finally closed as stated in the concluding paragraphs 
of that letter. The easy adjustment of this accident may be considered a proof of the 
alteration which has taken place in the minds of the Chinese upon these subjects as 
regards foreigners, and the different light in which they are now disposed to view an 
accidental death from that which characterised them in our early intercourse with this 
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country. 


(26.)— RESPECTING THE INFRINGEMENT OF CERTAIN PRIVILEGES. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated IStli Nov. 1828. 

Par. 41. Wf. have cxpcrienccil in the present season a disposition, on the part of the Infringement of 
Chinese Local (lovernmcnt, to rescind privileges of an established character, and to l^ivilegcs. 
treat representations which we have found it neccs.sary to make to them with such 
indiffer<!nce, as compelled us at last to have recourse to a mode of drawing their atten- 
tion to our statements, which v/c hope has proved effectual, and will prevent the repe- 
tition of similar conduct towards us in future. We shall have the honour to state the 
progress of these proceedings to your Honourable Court in the following paragraphs. 

42. In the month of July, having had occasion to address the (iovernment on the 
subject of the extortions practised by the people of the Macao Custom-house (the 
result of which we shall have the honour to state in a subsequent part of this letter), 
we were much surprised to learn from the Merchants that the Viceroy had refused to 
receive our statement, and had returned it to them, with directions to open and alter it 
in a manner which better suited his own views.* 

43. Upon this occasion we presented a second statement to the Viceroy, disavowing 
any sentiments which might have been inserted in our former address by the Merchants, 
and informing him that our seal and signatures being always affixed to our communica- 
tions, we begged that his Excellency would consider none as emanating from us which 
did not bear those marks of authenticity. 

44. Shortly after the arrival of the Factory in Canton,t a packet of letters to our ad- 
dress was seized by the Poon-qu-yune, a magistrate of the Whampoa District, upon 
the^ person of the Compradore of the Orwell, who was conveying the packet from that 
ship to the Company’s Factory. This circumstance having been stated by us to the 

Viceroy, 

4 E 


Public ConsultatiouB, 19 July 1828. 


t Public Consultations, 4 Oct. 1828. 
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Viceroy,* that officer iti reply, justified the conduct of the Poon-yu-yune, and directed 
that in fl|ture all letters sent from our ships should be subjected to examination.^ This 
answer of the Viceroy, instead of bein^ transmitted through the usual channel of the 
Merchants, was pasti’d up on the walls of our Factory by authority, a measure evi- 
dently calculated to depreciate the foreign character in the eyes of the Chinese. 

to. An Kdict was issued about the same time,^. restricting the excursions of Ixials 
upon the river, which amusement being the sole opporliiriity we possess of enjoying 
fresh air and exercise, we felt by no means disposed to submit to witliout remonstrance. 
Tile authority also conferred, by this Proclamation, on the river police to give annoy- 
ance to foreign boats passing between Canton and Whampoa, was likely to lead to dis- 
turbances, which wc felt it to be our duty to prevent by a proper representation of the 
fads. 

46. While these circumstances were under our consideration, it came to our know- 
ledge that a Proclamation of a most grossly abusive nature liad been issued by the 
Viceroy and Iloppo, calculated to degrade the foreign character to the lowest degree 
in tlie eyes of the natives. I'liis Proclamation we have alluiletl to, but not recorded, on 
our Public Consultations under date the 14lh October. 

47. After a mature deliberation upon the grievances which we have detailed in the 
preceding paragraphs, we came to a determination that it was inciinihent upon us to 
meet them by a strong remonstraiuv, calculated to put a stop to further aggression, 
experience having proved that nothing can be expected to be obtained from the Chine.se 
by concession, which only becomes an inducenieiit to attempt further invasion of pri- 
vileges. 

48. We therefore drew up an address to the Viceroy,} in which we stated the 
absolute necessity of a communication with our ships by letter, which could be easiest 
etfecied by the employing Chinese boats; that if his Excellency refused his permission 
for that mode of conveyance wc must have recourse to the use of ship-boats, the crews 
of whicli we were at all times most desirous to keep away from Canton, and to which 
we should most unwillingly resort. 

4i). We also represented to his Excellency that the recreation taken by foreigners 
upon the river could not be viewed merely as an amusement. Tlie heat and confined 
air of our Factories is highly injurious to the health of Europeans, situated, as they are, 
ill the suburbs of a populous city ; no liberty beyond the precincts of the Factory being 
permitted by laud, we possess no means of escaping* from the inconveniences above 
.specified, excepting by excursions in boats upon the river; and while that amusement is 
conducted within reasonable liiiiils, it appeal’s a harsh measure to restrict it. 

50. In noticing the opprobrious proclamation of the Viceroy alluded to in a pre- 
ceding paragraph, we confined ourselves to stating that such proclamations were ill 
adapted to conciliate the feelings of foreigners. We also took the opportunity of 
remarking, that his Excellency’s predecessor had adopted a very different line of in- 
duct 


* Public Consultations, 6 Oct. 1828. 
^ Public Consultations, 7 Oct. 1828. 


t Public Consultations, 10 Oct. 1828. 
§ Public Cousultations, 14 Oct. 1828. 
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duct towards foreigners, having interdicted, by an Edict, the practices of abuse and 
insult carried on by the Chinese on the river, as likely to irritate and leijl^ to dis- 
turbance. We regretted to observe that the present Viceroy^s acts were calculated to 
excite animosity. 

51. Having combined these several subjects of complaint in one statement, we accom- 
panied them by such observations as we considi rod appropriated to the subject, and 
delivered them to the Merchants for presentation to the Viceroy. 

52. We were informed, tlie day after our representation was drawn up, that the Vice- 
roy refused to receive if, adding, that no necessity existed for presenting petitions. Upon 
I lie receipt of this intelligence we were compelled to adopt the mode of bringing our 
grievances to his Excellency’s notice, which has been resorted to formerly on similar 
occasions; ?v>. that of carrying our address to the city gates, and presenting it in 
person 

5.‘1. We therefore requested Ca|)tain Hamilton to select 'SUch people from the boats^ 
crews ill Canton as were considered men of respectable and orderly behaviour, and 
flesired him to accompany Mr. Davis, who took charge of our letter to the city. A 
sufficient number of the officers of the Honourable Company’s ships wen; also in atteiiil- 
ance to control th(‘ conduct of the seamen. This party, having proceeded to one of the 
gates, and given notice of the object of their mission to tlio guards siatioticd there (for 
which purpose slips of jiapcr, with an inscription in Chinese, signifying that tliey came 
to present an address in a quiet, orderly manner, were distributed atnongst them), a 
Mandarin was shortly ilespatchcd to meet them, and receive their communication, upon 
which they returned to llie Factories. 

5L \ our Honourable Court, w'ill observe, under date IHiIi October of our Public 
Consultations, the Viceroy’s reply to the representation alluded to in the preceding para- 
graph. This Edict, we consider, may be viewed as favourable, although a defensive lone 
is assumed in it: the principal points of our representation are conceded. We had also 
the salisiaction to observe practical symptoms of a disposition to accommodate matters, 
in a deputation which iimnediately followed of the Nam-boy-yune to our Factories, to 
give directions for the renewal of the works upon our landing-place, which were forth- 
with resumed. We hope, therefore, that the Viceroy lias been convinced by the pro- 
ceeding we adopted, of the impolicy of giving unnecessary annoyance to foreigners, and 
that occasion will not again occur for resorting to an expedient to which we always most 
unwillingly have recourse. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 18th November 1828. 

Plar. 37. We shall always feel plea.sure in noticing the conciliatory conduct of the 
officers of the Government. Having had reason lately to complain of very opposite 
treatment from them, accompanied by an evident disposition to vilify the foreign 
cliaracter and degrade it in Chinese estimation, we forwarded a remonstrance, couched 
in such firm but respectful language as, wc trust, will produce a better feeling tow^ards 

4 E 2 us 
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U8 in the Viceroy. The immediate result of our address, and the manner of its 
presentallbn M^as evinced in the temperate reply from that officer recorded, under date 
18th October last. 


Infringement of 

Privileges. ( 27 .)-RE 8 PECTING THE STATE OF THE FOREIGN TRADE WITH CANTON, AND THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL HONG MERCHANTS. 
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Public Department, 8th October 1829, Paragraph 3 a* 17. 


Ditto ...... 

.... I5ih — 

la’ 5. 

Ditto 

.... 23d November .... 

.. — 3 a’ 27. 

Ditto 

...•30th — ........ 

.. — 3 a’ 13. 

Ditto 

.... 14th December 

.. — 4 a’ 12. 

Ditto 

.... 29th — 

.. — 3 a’ 12. 


For these paragraphs, see letters adverted to, presented to the Select Committee the 
3d June 1830, in the Appendix to the First Report of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, No. IX, page 1022, etseq. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28ih January 1830. 

Par. 3. We stated in the 9th to the 12th paragraph of the despatch above referred 
to, our intention to make a final attempt ta procure redress for the embarrassments of 
the trade, by application to the local authorities of Canton, in an appeal to the newly- 
arrived Hoppo, or Commissioner of Customs. This resolution was carried into effect 
and we beg to refer your Honourable Court to our Secret Consultations of 25th 
December 1829, for the address presented by us to that officer. 

4. We regret lo state, that the Hoppo’s reply ^ declared his determination to adhere 
to the decision formerly passed upon our representations by the Viceroy, and promised 
no improvement to the embarrassed situation of affairs. 

5. Having received what appeared at that liiile**to be the final reply of the local 
authorities, without an appearance of concession on any point, it became a subject of 
the most weighty consideration, whether we should resume commercial intercourse, or 
whether, in accordance with the tenor of our professions, we should continue to abstain 
from such intercourse. A question which embraces the interest of the Honourable 
Company, and of a large body of the British mercantile community, could not be viewed 
without a deep sense of the responsibility incurred in forming our decision. We 
endeavoured to view the subject with the strictest impartiality of feeling, and hope we 
have selected that course which is best calculated to place this trade on a firm founda* 
tion. In deciding our choice at so important a crisis, we have felt it a duty not to limit 
our views to the object of loading the Honourable Company’s ships for the present 
season, which would be dearly attained at the risk of incurring permanent and irreme- 
diable 


Secret Consultations, 6th January 1830. 
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diable impediments to commerce. It has been our earnest endeavour to secure solid 
advantages to our honourable employers, which might prove the basis of proiperity to 
their affairs in this country for successive years. 

6. We felt it incumbent upon us, as a preliminaiy step, to review the series of our 
correspondence with this Government,* and have now the honour to state the inferences 
which we have drawn from it. 

Part of Par. 7. The disinclination evinced by the officers of Government to grant any 
new privileges to the foreign trade might naturally have been expected, where both 
their own private interests and their national prejudice against innovation were to be 
overcome ; but the contempt shown to the orders of the Emperor for t!ie establishment 
of new Hongs, by the promulgation of Edicts by the local government, f without any 
intention to act upon the professions contained in them, has been a subject of surprise 
and what w'e certainly had not anticipated. 

Par. 15. Our influence with the Chinese Government being purely of a commercial 
nature, has been hitherto supported by the apprehension of the withdrawal of the trade. 
This influence has been supported entirely by opinion, but has proved so strong as to 
preponderate in all differences of a serious nature. Whether the suspension of com- 
mercial intercourse has originated with the one party or the other, the risk and re- 
.sponsibility of losing a valuable trade has ultimately preponderated over all other 
considerations in the minds of the local authorities. I'hrough the Influence of this 
principle, skilfully directed, the interests of our honourable employers have been 
hitherto preserved, and an effectual resistance opposed to the encroaching spirit of a 
venal government. 

16. A combination of circumstances has ^rendered the employment of this powerful 
weapon, the suspension of trade, necessary. We had hoped, from the tone in which 
the Government replied to our representations at the commencement of the discussion, 
tliat we should be able to report to yogr Honourable C’ourt some favourable circum- 
stances at an earlier period ; but notwithstanding our declaration of the impossibility of 
entering on commercial intercourse till the Hong was relieved from its embarrassed 
condition, and our reiterated representations to that effect, an apathetic indifference 
characterized the' policy of the Government, and no impression seemed to be produced. 
If, after taking up such grounds, we bad consented to recede, and trade upon the terms 
dictated by our opponents, no hope could have been entertained of resisting their 
encroachments for the future. Suspension of intercourse would hereafter be looked 
upon as a vain threat, and the only coiirse left to iis be implicit submission to the will of 
the victors. The Cohong system being put in force in its most obnoxious form, would 
sap the foundatio{i of the Honourable Company’s trade, while all resistance would be 
rendered hopeless. The opinion of the firmness and integrity of the representatives of 
the Honourable Company in this country, which has hitherto proved an effectual check 
to the inroads of avarice and oppression, would lose its influence. The Chinese Govern- 
ment would acquire the lamentable conviction, that this trade, being indispensable to 
foreigners, could be conducted according to the dictates of their own interests. They 
would proceed under this impression to additional acts of extortion, which the absence 
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of the moral influence ihnt has hitherto operated as a check, would reach such a point as 
to render the continuance ol the trade impracticable, without recourse to measures of a 
desperate nature. 

17. From this we were led to the reflection, that a serious losjs of time, and heavy ex- 
pense, had already been incurred in sustaining the discussion to the period when it 
became necessary to determine whether we should abandon or maintain our position. 
W'as this to be a useless sacrifice, without the attainment of any corresponding recom- 
pense? Could we hope, even in submitting to it, that the trade would be satisfactorily 
conducted under the system to wliich it would be reduced. Our experience of Chinese 
character forbade us to entertain such an expectation ; and we could only contemplate 
the certainty of being compelled to renew the struggle hereafter, and at no distant 
period, under increased difficulties and embarrassments. 

IH. We confidently trust, that an impartial view of both sides of this intricate t|ues- 
tion will lead your Honourable (Joiirt to the conviction which it produced in our minds. 
We came to the conclusion, that a perseverance in tlie course liitherto pursued offered, 
of two evils, the least to our choice, and we determined to abstain from trade till some 
favourable alteration in the term.s upon which it was offered rendered it worthy of accept- 
ance. The more important, the more valuable the interests at stake, the more do they 
require the protection of firmness, on which our hopes of their security for the future 
can alone be placed with confidence. We consider that we stood on high grounds on 
the present occasion, and that our grievances, when brought to the notice of the Court of 
Pekin, could not fail to meet attention and receive redress. The resistance of the local 
govcnnnciit to the commands of their superiors, and the frauds practised upon foreigners, 
with the connivance of the Canton authorities, in such instances as those of the bank- 
ruptcy of Maiihop, and the removal of property by the retired partner of the Hong of 
Chunqua, could not fail to be seriously viewed by a Government always jealous to pre- 
serve the integrity of its authority, and unwilling to permit claims to exist against it on 
tlie part of foreigners. These, while they destroy all pretensions to the administration 
of imperial justice, compromise at the same time the dignity of the Empire. 

19. Having given the subject the most deliberate attention, and we need hardly 
assure your Honourable Court, that it has caused the deepest anxiety in our minds, wc 
came to the determination of preparing our .ships to leave the port, being convinced 
that their presence encouraged the opinion that we liad not seriously resolved to 
act upon the professions which we liad held out to the Government, and that no 
hopes of an accommodation could be entertained till the apprehensions of the Chinese 
were excited for the withdrawal of the trade. At the same time, we took measures for 
the despatch of two of our ships to different parts of the^coast, for the purpose of 
presenting memorials, addressed to the Emperor of Clniia, upon the embarrassments 
of the British trade to Canton. 

Part of Par. 20. Being resolved, however, to lose no chance of a favourable turn in 
affairs, which might avert the necessity of recourse to the extreme measure of the 
removal of our ships, we drew up a Memorial to the Emperor of China, ^ stating in a 
general manner the grievances for which we solicited redress, and having enclosed one 
copy of it under a seal to the Viceroy, and one to the Hoppo, we forwarded them to 
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Canton, in the charge of a gentleman of the Factory, attended by a party of Comman- 
ders, officers and seamen of our ships, with orders to deliver them at the gates of the 
city. This duty was performed on the 18th instant, and tlie addresses were received by 
an inferior officer of th§ Government. We shall have the honour to detail to your 
Honourable ('ourt the result of this mission in a subsequent part of this despatch; and 
will only remark hen*, that it has been of a nature sufficiently satisfactory to induce us 
to po.stpono the adoption of the measures to which we have alluded in the preceding 
paragra})h, though wv. cannot stale at the present moment that the necessity of such a 
course has boon removed. 

Par. 30. On the 23d instant replies were received from the Viceroy and lloppo'^ to 
our addresses, enclosing memorials to be transmitted to the Emperor of China. The 
coiiimunication of the Hoppo is in unison with the former Edicts of that officer, as 
regards its general import ; but it returns tlie memorial to the Emperor, and stales as a 
reason for tliis proceeding, lliat the mode of presenting it was irregular. 

.31. The Viceroy has also returned the memorial to the Emperor, alleging the same 
reason for his refusal to transmit it to Court as has been given by the Hoppo. The 
tone, Iiowever, which pervades the Proclamation of the former officer is of the most 
conciliatory nature, and when put in coniparison with the last communication received 
from him, in which any further attention to our representations was peremptorily 
refused, may, wc hope, be assumed as proof that a considerable change has taken place 
in his sentiments.f 

32. We forbear to offer a decisive ojiiuion upon a document, which must be judged 
rather by its genera! tenour than by the precise .signification of its contents. It has, 
liowever, afforded us this consolatory reflection, that the door is again opened to uego- 
ciation.s, and we have taken advantage of this circumstance in the manner wliich w'e 
think offers the best chance of bringing matters to a satisfactory termination, if the 
professions contained in his Excellency's Edict prove sincere. 

33. I'he real substance of the Viceroy \s Proclamation may be summed up as 
follows : 

That an exprc.s$ has been despatched to the province in which the elder Chuiiqiia 
now resides, to cause his immediate return. 

That candidates have offered themselves for the situation of Hong Merchants. 

Tliat tlie credifors of Hong Merchants may meet together, make up their accounts 
and claim payment. This we conceive to have reference to the debts of the Hong of 
Chunqiin. 

And, that the Emperor’s orders have been received, sanctioning a modification and 
reduction of the present paid upon entering the port. 

34. In noticing our request to be allowed to rent warehouses, the Viceroy has 
adhered to his former refusal to grant that point; but he has given the most positive 
assurances for the security of property lodged in the Hongs of the Chinese Merchants, 
who, he has most distinctly declared, are liable to the risk of fire, water, thieves, and 
every earthly calamity that can occur to goods confided to their charge. As regards the 
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security of property, we are not aware that in any part of the world it exists upon 
more favourable terms than those, to the importer. And although the object of con- 
ducting commercial dealings independently of the medium of the Hongs is not posi- 
tively gained by this arrangement, it seems probable that mui(|}i may be effected by an 
inclination on the part of the Foreign and Chinese Merchant to consult mutual accom- 
modation. We feel, therefore, that we must remain satisfied with the Viceroy’s deci- 
sion upon this point, and exclude it in subsequent negociation from the list of 
demands. 

35. The Edict to which wc are referring concludes by general assurances of a desire 
to accommodate, and quotes the orders of the Emperor expressive of the same purpose » 
and an inclination to encourage the peaceable conduct of foreign commerce. 

36. The circumstances of the change of tone adopted by the Government when an im- 
pression has been excited that our ships would leave the port, coupled with the disincli- 
nation evinced to receive our memorials to the Emperor, lead us to draw the inference 
that instructions have actually been transmitted from the Court of Pekin to adjust the 
discussion upon fair and reasonable terms; and that the local government has been 
forced to the disclosure of this fact by our demonstration of recourse to extreme 
measures. 

37. It is a remarkable point that the date referred to in the Viceroy’s Edict, as that 
of the arrival of the express from Pekin, should be the very day upon which the delivery 
of our memorials at the city gates took place. This circumstance would fairly warrant 
the conjecture that the Government has wished to make it appear that the alteration in 
their tone preceded, and was not the effect of that measure. A more distant date could 
not be named, for it might fairly be asked, why were ihe Imperial orders concealed ? It 
bad moreover been asserted by the Merchants in Canton, on the very day that the 
occurrence took place, that the despatch from Pekin could not be expected in less than a 
fortnight. The cause and effect are too nearly allied by appearances to admit of much 
doubt respecting their real connection. 

3H. Our reply to the Viceroy, to which we beg to draw your Honourable Court’s 
attention, has been carefully drawn up with the object of demonstrating to his Excel- 
lency that while we have every wish to meet the conciliatory feelings exhibited in his 
proclamation, by a reciprocal desire of amicable adjustment, wc are in no way disposed to 
swerve from the resolution which was communicated to the Government at tlie time 
when we presented our memorials to the Emperor; and that our resort to extreme 
measures is merely postponed, under the impression that his Excellency meditates a 
reasonable accommodation. 

39. An appearance of anxiety has been evinced by tlie Viceroy to receive our answer, 
in the deputation of a Government Linguist to proceed in charge of his Excellency’s 
communication to Macao, and await our reply, which will be made with as little delay 
as possible. 
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EXTRACT LETTER (Secret and Confidential) from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, dated 31st Jan. 1830. 

We perceive 5 in the Viceroy's last answer to our address, in the peculiar way in which 
it was forwarded to us, and in the marked manner in which he voluntarily re-opens the 
n^ociations which he had himself closed, by rcfu.sing to receive our addresses, the good 
cflcct that has been produced by our last measure of presenting our petition for the Em- 
peror at the city gate. VVe believe now that the Government is convinced that we are in 
earnest; and we also believe that the Viceroy is disposed to grant such terms as we shall 
be able to accept. So strong is our conviction on this point, that were we contending 
with any other than this peculiar people, we believe an arrangement might take place 
very shortly. 

We have every reason to hope we shall be enabled to restore the Hong to its original 
number of twelve or thirteen ; and should our efforts prove successful, we shall consider 
the Company's trade with China rescued from a state of peril, the greatest perhaps it 
has ever been exposed to. 

We have before observed, that we believe the Viceroy will grant such concessions as 
we can expect; but the greatest caution is necessary on our parts; too much anxiety 
evinced would infallibly tend to make him recede; the policy of the Government 
appears to be to grant nothing beyond what necessity obliges them to do, even in things 
most trivial. 

We do not consider we are too sanguine in expressing our hope, that in three weeks 
the ships will be at Whampoa. 

We have been informed, that at this moment respectable men are ready to be made 
Hong Merchants, but that the Viceroy and IIoppo, in defiance of their positive declara- 
tions to the contrary, still endeavour to extort an exorbitant fee, to the collective amount 
of 50,000 dollars for each Hong. We look to this difficulty being overcome, now that 
the Government are convinced of the necessity of the case. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELKCT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th Feb. 1830. 

Par. We have great satisfaction in cornmuiiicating to your Honourable Court the 
intelligence that an accommodation has been effected, with reference to the discussion in 
which we have been engaged with the Chinese Government, and that the Honourable 
Company's ships received our orders to enter the riven* upon the 6th instant. 

3. We shall have the honour to detail to your Honourable Court the particular cir- 
cumstances of this arrangement at a future opportunity; 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE at 
Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 23d Feb. 1830. 

Par. 2. We have now the satisfaction to inform your Honourable Court, that in con- ^ 
sequence of an arrangement that has been effected with the Government of Canton, the 
Honourable Company’s ships received our orders to enter the river and commence the 
immediate discharge of their cargoes on the 6th instant. We shall have the honour to 
detail the circumstances which have given rise to this resolution. 

3. Upon the 1st of this month the Hong Merchants arrived at Macao, but without any 
official deputation from the Government. Their ostensible motive for visiting this place 
was to take leave of Mr. Plowden, who had embarked for England the day preceding 
their arrival. They informed us, that an answer might be daily expected from the 
Viceroy to our last address ; upon which, we declined to enter into any discussion with 
them respecting our future proceedings.* 

4. Upon the 5th instant, a Proclamation was received from the Viceroy through the 
Merchants, which will be found in our Secret Consultations under the same date. 

5 The general tenor of this document is of the most conciliatory nature, as well as 
that previously received frongt his Excellency, and recorded upon the 25th ultimo ; both 
lead to the conclusion that the Government are extremely desirous to preserve the tran- 
quillity which has usually attended the conduct of the trade ; and perhaps upon the 
present occasion have evinced a greater anxiety to restore it to its ordinary course than 
they have hitherto permitted themselves to disclose. 

6. The Viceroy’s Edict informs us that one now Hong has already been established, and 
thiit other persons have requested to be allowed to enter the Hong ; that he not only is 
desirous of increasing the number of Merchants to its original strength, but will also, if 
opportunity offiers, be glad to extend it even beyond that limit. 

7. Tlie progress actually made towards the completion of the original number of the 
Hong is certainly but small, and our knowledge of the Chinese character does not permit 
us to calculate with confidence upon the fulfilment of the promises of the Government 
hereafter. At the same time there are some arguments which support the assertion of 
the Viceroy, that it is impracticable to accomplish this object at the present moment. It 
has been stated by the Merchants, that the reluctance to engage in the foreign trade pro- 
ceeds from want of conAdcncc in the future prospect of beneficial returns to the specu- 
lator, that the embarrassments of the commerce discourage persons of property from 
coming forward ; and that those who are now deterred by such reasons from presenting 
their names as candidates for admission into the Hong, may be expected, if our ships 
enter the port, and mercantile affairs are restored to the regular routine, to embrace 
with pleasure the favourable opportunity now offered to them of entering the trade upon 
inoclerato terms. Puankhequa, Goqua and Kinqua declared, that they were each 
dctpiaintcd w ith a person who contemplated the establishment of a Hong. There ap- 
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pears also to have existed a doubt whether the new Merchants would receive the assis- 
tance to be ^erived from a portion of the Company's business beiug^ allotted to them, 
upon their commencing^ tlicir commercial career. We attach such importance to the 
attainment of new members to the Ilong, that we shall give every encouragement in our 
power to enterprising in this line : but before we are acquainted with the character of the Foreign Trade with 
new Merchants^ our transactions with them will necessarily be confined to the purchase Canton, 
of teas from them^ and the sale of our imports for cash payments. An equibible discount New Hongs, 
will of course be allowed in the latter transaction for the consideration of receiving ready 
money. It is said, that the knowledge of our intentions in this respect will prove a great 
inducement to the candidates, especially when combiiiotl with the resumption of trade, 
and our personal appearance in Canton. 

8. A Tea Merchant, named Pun-suy-lan, has been mentioned as very desirous to enter 
the Hong. This person’s name has appeared on our records as the contractor to supply 
the F’okien Bohea received from the Hong of Chunqua. TJiougli he has proved on some 
occasions a troublesome opponent in the tea trade, yet the energy displayed by him pro- 
mises a useful addition to the body of Hong Merchants ; the knowledge and connections 
of Pun-suy-laii would in all probability render his mercantile speculations successful, 
and we should feel highly gratified if he is induced to carry his project into execution. 

9. The obstacle which has hitherto existed upon the part of the Goveniment to obtain- 
ing competition in the foreign trade appears to have been overcome, as far as the prin- 
ciple extends, by the creation of one Hong. The manager of this is said to have been 
admitted upon the payment of fees to a moderate amount, and such as will by no means 
deter other persons from coming forward. The Viceroy has repeated the assurances for- 
merly given of the payment of debts, and the punishment of Merchants who might be con- 
victed of fraudulent practices ; and we have expressed our willingness to rely upon the 
honour of the Government for the fulfilment of these promises. The point which seemed 
at this juncture principally to demand our attention was, whether we w'ere justified, 
under existing circumstances, in accepting the assurance of the Viceroy, that the Hong 
shall be restored to its original iininber. 

10. In forming our determination upon this subject, we naturally attach great impor- 
tance to what appeared to bo the general impression produced on the minds of the Chi- 
nese by the suspension of our trade. The tone adopted by the Government towards the 
latter part of this discussion has evinced serious apprehensions of the ultimate removal of 
the trade ; and it may be hoped that this impression will act as a powerful check upon 
them in future, to prevent the repeated connivance at frauds, such as characterized the 
bankruptcy of Manliop, and the removal of Chunqua, the latter person having been the 
cause of such serious inconvenience to the trade, wc think will be cither severely punished, 
or compelled to return to Canton. If it be true that the conduct of tliis person has been 
represented to Pekin, it seems hardly possible that he «an escape the heavy displeasure 
of that Court, who must see the necessity of putting a stop to such practices, if they wish 
for the continuauce of the trade. 

11. yj^e are rather inclined to augur favourably respecting the augmentation of the 
Hong. We trust that the same effect has been produced in the minds of the Chinese by 
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the continued suspension of the trade that might have resulted from its actual removal, 
and tliat the iniluence of tliis impression will prevail for some time in checking the en- 
(Toachirieiits of the Government. Upon a review of the circumstances, there appeared a 
j)rol)abili(y of obtaining an augmentation of the Hong through the encouragement we 
might give* to the new Mercliants, while the ruin of two or three of the old Hongs seemed 
to be the inevitable consequence of continuing the suspension of commercial intercourse. 

J 2. Considerations of (*xpediency were strongly in favour of an immediate adjustment 
of dillereuces ; the advanced period of the season admitted of no further discussion, and 
we were called upon to decide between the removal of the Honourable Company’s ships 
from the port, and the sending them to Whampoa without delay ; the pressure of circum- 
stances admitted of no middle course. It still remained in our power to load and despatch 
the ileet from Cliiua before the arrival of (he season which would preclude the hope of 
their otVeefini: a direct passage to the Straits ; but miy further postponement of the adop- 
tion of this measure would have destroyed the expectation of success. The advances 
towards an aecommoddtion made by the Go\t‘rnmont gave us a favourable and unex- 
pected oi)portunity of accomplishing this desirable object upon honourable terms, and 
we consider that we sliuuld not he )ustifie<i in iH*glccting to avail ourselves of it. The 
A’iceroy had invited us in the most conciliatory language to n'sume the trade. He had 
given us the most positive assurances that no obstacle should he made to the (jompletion 
of the original number of the Hung, and professed his wish even to extend it. The prin- 
ciple of opposition to the introduction of the ('!ohong system seemed to have been 
gained. 

14. With reference to ihe considerations which have been above stated, we determined 
to order iIkj Honourable CVmipany’s ships to enter the port, and commence discharging 
their cargoes; and wo trust that this decision will receive your Hononriible Court’s ap- 
probation. The event must prove whether our decision has been judicious. It has been 
formed upon the hope that such an impression has been produced by the long suspension 
of o\ir trade, as has convinced the C’hinese of the necessity of making a seriou.s attempt to 
restore its prosperity, and that this opinion will render the adoption of more extreme 
iiu*asures an alternative which may for the present be avoided. We have ad<lresHed tlie 
Viceroy in reply to that ullicer’s last communication, staling the motives which had 
induced us to alter our determination of removing the Honourable Company’s ships from 
the port* and that we have acted on a firm reliance upon the assurances which His 
Excellency has given, that the attainment of the important objects of the retuni of th 
elder C’hunqua, the payment of the debts of that Hong, and the establishment of new 
Hongs, shall receive every assistance which it is in the power of the Government to 
render. 


10- Since writing the preceding paragraphs the President has had a personal inter- 
view with the Tea Merchant, Pun-suy-lan. This person has petitioned the government 
to be allowed to establish a Hong for the foreign trade. 4'bc Viceroy has passed an 
fipplicatiou to the IIoppo, by whom a demand of 20^000 tales is said to be made as the 
price of admission. Pun-suy-lan stated his readiness to pay this sum if itmet our 
approval, with the object of immediately entering into the privileges of a Hong Mer- 
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chant, which must be very desirable to him as a pro|)rictor of tea to a larg'e extent ; but 
he was dissuaded strong-ly from iiccediii'^ to the denmiid, upon the principle that a pre- 
cedent would be tliereby established for the assessment of all subsequent petitioners. If 
the application of Pun-suy-lan pro\es unsuccessful, we shall consider it our duty to 
address the Viceroy on the suhj(*ct, \>hich w(j trust will accelerate the settlement of 
this question. We feel do.sirous to .see this j)erson established as a Hon^^ Mercliant, not 
only from the hope that the o\ampl(» may tend to encourage others to follow the same 
course, but from the character of the man liimself, who is said to possess firmness and 
resolution, which we may find useful in opposing the influence of llowqiia in the 
C^oliong. 

If). We shall probably be able, by a later despateb, to communicate to your Honour- 
able Court more decisive intelligence upon the .subject of the preceiling paragraph, as 
well as to offer an opinion respeiitiiig the disposition of the officers of (joveriiment to 
fulfil the assurances uiidiu* which we have rt'commeiiced our Ciumnercial transactions. 
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EXT'RAC^T LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SKI.EC'J' COMMITTEP: 
at Canton to tlie CV)urt of Din»etors, dated 2d March IS.TO. 

Par. 2. In the concluding i)aragrai)h of that despatch* we informed your Honourable 
('ourt, that the 'J Va Merchant, I’uii-suy-lan, had pefition(*d the Cioveriiment for per- 
mission to establish a Hong, but that some < lemur was made, ari.sing from the fees de- 
manded for his admission, which might render it eventually ncccvssary for us to 
address the (joverumcnt upon the .subject. 

l^iii-suy-laii subse(|ucntly informed us, that the obstach»s to the establishment of 
his Hong were made in the Hoppi/s department, and recomniendod our addressing the 
Viceroy, as a measure likely to bring the aflair to a .speedy termination. 

4. We therefore preseute<l a statement to that officer,t expn*.ssing a hope that his 
Excellency would not permit the good intentions which appeared to iiiflueiicc him for 
restoring the prosperity of the trade, to he thwarted in any department of the Goveni- 
inent. We further added, that we had resumed our commereial transactions under his 
Excellency’s assurance of promoting our view.s in the creation of new Hongs upon any 
favourable opportunity, and that we looked with confidc»nce to sec those promises 
fulfilled. 

5. We have the satisfaction to inform your Honourable Court, that this representa- 
tion was attended with the desired effect. The Hong of Pun-suy-lan was proclaimed 
on the 27th instant, only two days after the presentation of our address ; and the day 
following another new Hong was declared to have received the permission of Go- 
vernment to conduct the foreign trade. 

G. We shall now have the honour to communicate to your Honourable Court such 
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^uforinaUou as has reached us respecting the circumstances and connexions of the three 
HongB newly established. 

7* The Manager of the first Hong declared in the Viceroy’s Edict, recorded upon our 
Secret Consultations under date tlie 5th ultimo, is one of several brothers, amongst 
whom a considerable property was divided upon the death of their father, but which 
loft but a moderate sum as the sliare of each of them. One of the brothers is the 
manager of a silversmith’s shop formerly conducted by the father, who traded also largely 
in sycee. The name of the new merchant is Yeii-ke Tseang ; the Hong’s name is Hiiig 
Tae. To avoid confusion of names in future we shall adopt the name of the Hong to 
designate the individual who manages it. Tills mode of denomination appears the most 
correct, as it has reference to the firm, and can never be changed; the names of persons 
in China are constantly altered, according to the caprice of the individual, and this habit 
prevails to such a degree that Europeans exporienco the greatest ditiiculty in ascertaining 
the correct appellation of any native. 


8. The second newly- established firm, under the management of Piin-suy-lan, is called 
Chong Wo. Pun-suy-laii’s correct name is Puan-wun-taou, in the Mandarin dialect, or 
Pun-nnin-to in that of the province of Canton. This person has long been engaged in 
the tea trade, in wliich he amassed a property of considerable amount ; he is a native 
of the province of Fukien. We understand that he has sustained a heavy loss in his 
dealings with the Hong of Chunqna. This is said to amount to 100,000 dollars ; but 
he is still represented to be a man possessed of large property, and his character stands 
high amongst his countrymen. We view the accession of this person to the body of 
Hong Merchants as a most desirable addition to their number. If capital to a certain 
extent, managed by a man of knowledge in the tea trade, and acuteness of understanding, 
can thrive in the foreign commerce, it has now a fair prospect of success. 

y. The third Merchant acknowledged by the Government is named Ma-too-lcang, in 
the Mandarin dialect ; the name of the Hong is Shun Tae. This person has been many 
years engaged in foreign trade, both in Canton and at Macao, and is well spoken of by 
Europeans who have dealt with him. He is himself possessed of some property, and is 
connected with a partner, who is spoken of as being in very independent circumstances. 
The partner was engaged in the opium trade, and banished for some offence to Elec, 
from whence he has returned several years, the punishment of exile having been remitted 
upon payment of a fine. This man is said to have been the projector of the new Hong, 
and to possess the largest share of the capital invested in it, hut in consequence of the 
circumstance above alluded to he could not appear ostensibly as the manager of the firm. 
We entertain hopes that this Hong may prove useful to the foreign trade. 

10. It is extremely satisfactory to us to find that the Government has fulfilled its pro- 
mises of the creation of new Hongs, as the faith kept upon one point encourages the 
hope that it will be maintained in others. We hear there are still persons desirous of 
being made Merchants, and shall perhaps be able hereafter to report further accessions 
to the Hong. 


11. It appears that the Chong Wo Hong has been permitted to conduct trade without 
obtaining the security of the other Hong Merchants ; the Hong will therefore be respon- 
sible fur its own debts, and these, if incurred, can produce no injury to the ^|piaining mem- 
bers. 
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bers. This is an innovation which we have constantly suggested to the Government — — 

during the late discussion^ and which it appears they have now adopted spontaneonsly^ „ I 
although unwilling to appear to do it at our suggestion ; w^c would gladly see every Grievan^g,^ic. 
Merchant placed upon this independent footing, and hope it may continue to prevail in _ 
the creation of all the new firms. Although we believe tiiat private traders would con- ForeignXrade v. iili 
tend for the preservation of the old system, which enables them to entail a debt, by Canton, 
means of the necessities or imprudence of the indigent Merchants, under the security of 
the more wealthy, we shall always view the abolition of so unjust a regulation, as calcu- 
lated by raising the independence of the Merchant to give vigour and energy to the trade, 
and consider it the first step towards improvement. 

12. While tliis regulation prevails there can, to all appearances, be little difficidty in 
procuring additional members to tlio Ilong. The impediments which must be expected 
from the old Merchants under the former system, are principally removed, and a prospect 
of something resembling free trade is open to us. The only" existing obstacle would seem 
to be the disinclination to encourage competition, which must for sonic time continue to 
pervade the establislied Hongs; but wo trust that this may wear au ay with time, as our 
intercourse with the natives iniprovc.s. 

13. Wc arc unable to give your Honovirablc Court any certain intelligence respecting 
the elder Chunqua’s return to Canton. Numerous rumours arc afloat, upon none of 
which dependence can be [ilaced. In the meantime we have considered it adivsable en- 
tirely to withdraw our commercial dealings with the Hong of Chunqua, with the view of 
marking odr determination to give no cncourag(‘ment to the acts of dishonesty which have 
characterized its management, as well as with reference to the utter inability of the Hong, 
in its present embarrassed condition, to conduct our trade. The continuation of our 
support would have answered no jinrpose beyond the liquidation of the debts of Euro- 
pean creditors, and your Honourable Court have already expressed your dissatisfaction 
with that mode of conducting business, in reference to the bankrupt Hongs preserved 
from insolvency througli the assisbanee of the Ilononrable Company in the season 1813-14. 

Our aid in this instance would, in fact, have (ended to perpetuate a system which we are 
desirous to abolish, and which we hope in time will become extinct. We have also con- 
sidered it judicious to give every encouragement in our power to the new Hongs, which 
the .shares of our trade, vacated by the suspension of our dealings with Chunqua, enable 
ns to offer. At the same time, if the former partner of that Hong should hereafter re- 
turn and be willing to re-establish the firm, we shall be ready to resume our transactions 
with the Hong, though perhaps under a reductmn of their original extent, till the credit 
of the establishment has been restored by a cou^e of prudent and uprig-ht management. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th March 1830. 

Par. 45. We shall endeavour, as far as it is practicable, to conform to the wishes 
of your Honourable Court, expressed in the paragraphs under reply ; but we beg to 
remark, that ilfitances will occur in which wo may be compctled to depart from these 

instructions. 
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instructions. As the Chinese Government avoid, as much as possible, direct communica- 
tion with foreigners, they frequently enforce their measures through the medium, of the 
Hong Merchants or other natives. Exactions and restrictions are thus heaped upon the 
foreign trade, through an indirect channel, and would daily increase if we allowed their 
progress to pass unnoticed. We may here instance an occasion in which oiir prompt in- 
terference caused the immediate attainment of a very important point to the interests of 
the Honourable Conqiany, although made in favour of persons with whom wo arc totally 
unconnected. Wc allude to our address to the Viceroy respecting the demands made by 
the Hoppo, on the application of the manager of Chong Wo Hong, to enter upon the 
foreign trade.* 'J'hc result of that remonstrance was most successful. 


EXTRACT^ LETTER in the Public Departnu nt, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dah'd 18th Sejilember 1830. 

I'ar. 6, VVk have much satisfaction in announcing t(; your Honourable Court that two 
more Hoiig Merchants have lately been added to the four admitted into the Coliong last 
season. 

7. Wo are at present without the necessary information regarding the character and 
capability of these men to offer an opinion as to their individual merits; but we greatly 
rejoice at the circumstance, and trust that one of the principal barriers foriperly existing 
to the extension of tlie Cohong (we allude to tlife exhorbitant fees on the creation of a new 
Merchant) is removed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at (3anton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1831. 

Par. 20. An Addr(*ss to the Governor, strongly recommending the creation of more 
Hong Merchants, as a measure mutually advantageous to both parties, has been drawn 
up, and will be found recorded on our Public Consultations,! transmitted by the present 
despatch. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public IJ^partment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th February 1831. 

Par. 5. Your Honourable Ci^urt has already been informed that we deemed it our 
duty to address the Governor of Canton, urging the advantages which must arise to 
English as well as Chinese interests by the election of more Hong Merchants, who were 

men 


■ Public Conwjji^tions, 2r>th Feb. 1830. 


t Ibid. 25 Jan. 183^ 
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men of credit and character. W e have received a most favourable reply from his Excel- 
lencyj admitting the justice of our application for the creation of substantial Mendbants, 
and expressing^ in language more distinct than is generally characteristic of a Chinese 
Proclamation^ that the more ” there were the better.*’ A copy of this document 
will accompany our present despatch. It will become our duty to remind his Excellency 
of the wisdom of his determination, should any unneces.sarily protracted delays take place 
in the accomplishment of .so desirable an object. 


(28.)— RESPECTING THE TRADE IN OPIUM. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated !2Ist November 
1821. 

Par. 34. On onr Secret Records, under the date.s noticed in the margin,* your Honour- 
able C’ominittee will perceive the measures so frequently threatened by the Cliinese 
Government to check the Opium Trade at this port have boon recently renewed. 

35. If we may believe thcj statements of the Merchants, the intentions of the local 
government are to be regarded as more determined than they have ever formerly been ; 
but as our communications with the Merchtuit.s have as yet b(»en solely confined to a 
relation of (heir conferences with the officers of Governmcnl upon this subject, and as 
wo have not been officially appealed to, we cannot help expressing our doubts as to the 
actual extent of the danger impending over the Opium Trade. 

36. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, however, that Piiiqua has been de- 
prived of his Button, and that the Merchants have been more than usually solicitous with 
us to interfere in recommending the individuals concerned in lliis traffic to withdraw their 
ships from the port. 

37* It is no more than natural that men incurring the heavy responsibility of Hong 
Merchants, and acting in that capacity under a GovcrnnH'iit the most arbitrary and 
despotic in the universe, should feel the utmost solicitude at a moment when they are 
threatened with the heavy visitations of that Government, and we do most sincerely 
feel for their situations ; but we do not conceive it would be cither prudent or politic 
to take any part in this matter, unless it is ^ecially required from us friuii Govern- 
ment, by a more sufficient communication than messages, and we have hitherto declined 
all interference. ^ 

38. We must beg to refer your Honourable Committee to our Secret Proceedings 
under the dates alluded to, for the particulars of tlie communications of the Hong 
Merchants on this important subject. The origin of the inquiry into the Opium trans- 
actions 
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* Secret Consultations, Nov. 11, IS, and 14. 
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actions is variously stated, some asserting it to arise from the personal enmity of 
the QUongchow Foo to Pinqua, others to the more venal source of desiring to extort 
money. 

IhittO’Whatever'lourcelt owes its rise, the situation of the Merchants has become 
exco(*(lingly critical, accused on one side of former wilful neglect, they are threatened on 
the other with the severest punishments if they do not report the ships concerned in this 
illicit traffic to Government ; and such is now become the weight of their responsibility, 
that they have declared io us they must lodge information against those ships unless they 
speedily ipiit the p()rt. 

dt). Th(*y further have intimated to us that lii future bonds will be required from the 
Company's ships, declaring that there is no Opium on board, as well as from every 
other \essel entering the port, and until such bond is given they will be obliged to de- 
cline securing the ship. 

41. This question is by no means a iiovt*! one to your Honourable Committee; a 
reference to former proceedings will show that similar demands were made in 1S17, and 
siibse(|iiently dropped ; such may only be the intention at present, but appearances 
lead us to belie v<* this domaml will be persisted in, and as it is one of an extremely 
objectionable nature, and if complied with, calculated to establish a precedent of the 
worst description, we shall feel it our duty to proceed with the utmost caution in assent- 
ing to it. 

45. Since writing the preceding paragraphs respecting Opium, we have seen the 
Viceroy’s Edict to Pekin on the subject of that commerce, and the Merchants have 
delivered to us a copy of the Viceroy’s letter to them respecting it.’^ From these doeu- 
iiKMits it will bo satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to observe that no imputa- 
tion is cast upon the Honourable Coni])aiiy’s ships for being concerned in this illicit 
traffic. 

40. The measure of compelling the Opium ships to quit the port we conceive must he 
o^^foroed, if the agents for them have any regard for the safety of the property at stake. 
The Hong Merchants have reported the names of these ships to Government, and the 
Viceroy has, in consequence, ordered one half of their regular import cargo to be confis- 
cated, and has refused to allow any return cargo to be shipped, insisting even upon the 
re-landing of that already sent on board ; and we hear that Government have further 
threatened to send down a force to Whampoa to seal the ships’ hatches, and enforce 
their departure. 

47. From all these circumstances your Honourable Committee will both perceive and 
he able to judge of the detennination of ftie local goveriiineiit to eflectually suppress this 
illicit commerce, and if they firmly pursue their present system, it cannot continue to be 
Ccirriod (Jii as heretofore. 


• Secret Consultations, 15th and 10th November. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTfEE Cjrievanccs, &c. 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated llttt'March 1822. ^ . "Z' , 

Opium iraue. 

Pur. 16. In our address to your Honourable Committee, per HcTefordshire, of the 
21st November last, .par# 34 and 41, \vc stated that the measures so frccpiently 
ihreutcncd by the Chinese Government for checking* the Opium trade at this port, had 
oeeu recently renewed. 

17. These measures have been recently persisted in by tlie Viceroy of Canton, with 
such a dt*gree of pertinacity, as to occasion tlic most serious interruption to this impor- 
tant branch of the trade of China, 

18. Among the regulations vvliich the Viceroy is endcavonniig to establish for prevent- 
ing the introduction of Opium into China, that one is perhaps of the most scricnis iiiipor- 
tance to the continuation of the Irailie at Whampoa, which ju’oposes that all foreign sliip^ 
should be secured by the four iSeiiior Mereliaiils, who are the only opulent and respec- 
table Hongs. 

r.b By this it h iin‘ant, that f)n the ai rival of a ship, each <>f tln‘se four Merchants in ro- 
tatidii should give a bond to (ioveriiment, cuiiv eying their responsibility tliat no Opium 
ii> imported in her ; and for their more certain security, a counter-boml is roipiired from 
tile conmiandcrs or agents of ships before the Merchants giv(* their pledge to Govern- 
ment, without which the ship is not j)ermittod to trade. 

20. This regulation is founded upon a i)lan submitted to Government by the Merchants 
Uicmselves, which will be found in our Secret Records on the 20th Xovembi^r last. At 
the perioil it was recomniendi'd b) tin* Merchants, they little imaginisl it would be pro- 
ductive of all the evils now to he apprehended in its eNcrci.so, and we believe they now 
sincerely lament the opportunity tlioy have thus unwarily atforded Government of prac- 
tising additional extort Lou and oppression in their several Hongs. 

21. In the 4oth paragraph of our letter to your Honourable Ck^mmittee, per Hereford- 
shire, we stated that the Merchants had intimated to us, that in future bunds would bi* 
required from the Honourable C'onipany’s ships, in common with every other shij), and 
that until granted th(*y could not undertake to secure tlnmi. 

22. Conformably with tliis intimation, we have now to inform your Honourable 
Committee that a bond has been demanded from the Commamler of the Sealeby Ca.stle, 
immediately on the arrival of that .ship at Whampoa, and the same having hitherto been 
withheld, that ship, as well as the Vansittart, have not yet been permitted to discharge 
their cargoes. 

23. Vqpr Honourable Committee, in your letter to China of the 8th May 181S, Jiave 
enjoined oui* conceding the point of giving bonds, if demanded by the ( liineso Goverii- 
iiieiit, rather than renew the discussion of 1814 upon this subjert, and the spirit of those 
instructions furnished to us in that letter, accortling to our intiTpretation, generally 
n^ommend acquiescence in the wishes of this Guv eninieiit. We coneeive, however, that 
these instructions never could have contemplated the pernicious tendency of the affidavits 
now demanded. 


4G2 


21. Thc^c 
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24. These affidavits require an extension of security beyond every reasonable limit ; 
namely, that the parties subscribing them should affirm that not the smallest pai*ticle of 
Grievances *&c Opium is imported in the ship ; and should it so happen that any is hereafter detected, 

* assent daieerfully to submit to the laws, or in other words, consent to confiscation of 

Opium Trade, property, and expulsion from the port. 

2j. 'Hie cases of the Gunner of the Essex in 1819-20, and the more recent one of the 
Captain’s Steward of the Atlas in the present season, arc quite sufficient of themselves to 
show the impossibility of our being security against the introduction of Opium in our own 
ships, and the dangerous consequences that might ensue if we consented to subscribe to 
this affidavit. 

20. By the securities now dcniaiuled, it will be evident to your Honourable Committee 
that a very important part of the Hong Merchants’ responsibility is virtually transferred 
to foreigners ; and if such an innovation is acceded to, a precedent is established for others 
which may finally be productive of the worst consequences to the European trade witli 
China. 

27 . So long as the requisitions with Governinent were of a nature that did not involve 
in these C(insequ(Mices serious injury to the Honourable Company’s interests, wo should 
liavc considered it our duty to adhere implicitly to the Honourable Court’s Orders of the' 
8th May 1818; but the present demands are of such an opposite tendency, tliat we feel 
it imperative upon us to resist them to the utmost ot our ability. 

28. We accowlhigly drew up a temperate remonstrance against such a serious inno- 
vation on our trade addressed to the Viceroy and Hoppo, representing to them our 
anxious wish that the Ciovornmeiit will not persist in requiring affidavits from the ships of 
the Honourable (’onipany, which he has already acciuitted of participating in the Opium 
Trade of this port, 

29. We are concerned to inform your Honourable Committee, that this address has 
not produced any relaxation in the demands of the Viceroy, who desired the Hong 
Mercliants to iiiforni us that he could make no distinction between the Company’s ships 
and those of otlier foreigners ; and that if we could not comply with the regulation 
respecting affidavits, the two ships now at W^hampeja could not remain there. 

30. Having only reciaved this reply from the Viceroy yesterday, it is impossible for 
us, ill the present stale of this question, to conjecture how it may be terminated; but 
we hope to be able tt) ci.iuey to your Honourable Committee some more definitive infor- 
mation upon the subject by the ships composing the next despatch. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of tlieCourt of Directors, dated 19th March 1822. 

Par. 1. In our last address, dated 11th instant, we stated to your Honourable Com- 
mittee that his Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to the temperate remonstrance we had 
addressed to him on the subject of his demand for Opium Bonds from the Honourable 
Company’s ships Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, had informed us generally that he could 

make 
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make nu distinction between the Company’s ships and those of other foreigners^ and tliuf 
the proposed affidavits would be requisite before those ships could be permitted to 
unload. 

2. Some of the observations contained in tlie reply of the Viceroy a ffordSig us an u])- 
portuiiity of again addressing him, we once more had recourse to this measure ; and in a 
letter which we transmitted on the loth instant, we endeavoured to convince his Excel- 
lency of the great unreasonableness of persisting in this requisition from the ships of the 
Honourable Company, who during thc'ir long intercourse with China had never evaded 
the r(‘gular duties of the port, and with respect to Opium, had not only invariably pro- 
mulgated the Imperial Edicts prohibiting its importation, but also had imposed the 
strictest penalties on such persons, under tlioir immediate control, who might be detected 
attempting its introduction. 

3. We arc now happy to inform your Honourable Committee that the Viceroy, sniei» 
(he receipt of tliis last coinmnnication, has been induced to^reconsider and dispense witlj 
the requisition for Opium Bonds from the Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, and we aiv 
assured by the Morcliants that after certain forms of office arc complied with, these shi])£ 
will b(‘. permitted to discharge tlioir cargoes and receive their teas without further im- 
pediments. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 27th July 1823. 

Par. 18. We have the honour to enclose to your Honourable Court three edicts ^ 
received from the different officers of the Canton Government, on the subject of the ships 
remaining on the coast laden with opium, and our reply thereto. We were desirous to 
avoid the slightest implication on the pari of the Honourable Company, and at the same 
time not to oppose unnecessary impediments to the trade. The arguments we have 
taken up, although specious, cannot be maintained, should the Viceroy place any 
obstacles to our commercial transactions dependent upon the departure of the vessels in 
question. 

19. In the margin we have noted the number and names of the British vessels, I* and 
we are in hopes the government will continue for some time silent and inoffensive. In 

April 


• 1 to X 


t BritiBh Ships : 


Valetta Bengal. 

Eugenia Du. 

Merope Du. 

Samarang Bombay. 

Brig Jamesina Do* 


Foreign Brigs 
] American. 

2 Spanish. 

1 Portuguese. 
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April last, however, the Viceroy resorted to the usual measure of exacting the re- 

^ sponsibility of the trade, by preventing the departure of the Pascoa (the only British 

(iiK-v^ances vessel then at Whampoa) until the opium vessels departed from their places of resort 

’ oil the coast; and should he in the present season adopt a similar line of c^ nduct in 

Opium 'rradc. regard to the Honourable Company’s ships, and our remonstrances prove of no effect, 
in obedience to the orders of your Honourable Court to that purport, we must require 
the ilepurlureof those vessels so long as they afford any impediment to the commercial 
proceedings of the Honourable Company. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Dcpiiriment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton t ) the ^ourt of Directors, dated Gtli February 1821. 

Par. 81. We have at different periods entered upon our Public Consultations, the 
several edicts that have been issued by the Canton Government for the expulsion of the 
opium ships from the coast of China. Tlie only instance in which they liave lately acted 
up to their declaration, was in the month of May last, when a country ship at VN’ham- 
poa was precluded from trading until the departure of the only British ship then engaged 
in that commerce from the coast. 

82. Our representations to the local government at that period, and previously, of our 
inability to compel ships to depart from the coast that had not reported themselves, or 
even entered the port, was attended with the result that in the edicts that were issued on 
the subject, the omission of our names was for some time noticed, until a recent address 
was received from the Hoppo, in which it was distinctly stated that the commerce of 
the Honourable Company would be considered implicated in any accidents that might 
arise in tMft prosecution of the trafHc in opium on board of sliips bearing the English flag ; 
and that the representatives of other nations would be held responsible in a siniilar 
manner for accidents occurring amongst the opium ships bearing their respective 
flags, 

83. We considered it a proper precautionary measure to address the Bengal Govern- 
ment with all the information we could collect upon the subject, and at the same time to 
inform them of the injunctions of your Honourable Court that we should on no account 
permit the opium trade to interfere with the regular process of our commercial trans- 
actions; but that in the event of such a circumstance arising, we should be necessitated 
to exert our influence and power to demand the departure of the ships thus employed, 
should such an object be made necessary previous to the removal of any obstacles the Chi- 
nese Government might oppose to the commerce of the Honourable Company^^ 

81. We are, however, induced to hope that the distinction is now understood, or 
rather that it suits the views of the local government to impede the commerce of the 
country ships, when it is desired to act up to their edicts on the subject, in preference 
to rendering the Honourable Company respon.sible in circumstances where they have 
neither immediate interest nor control. 


Correspondence 
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CORRESPONDENCE relating to the RESIDENCE of EUROPEAN FEMALES 
in the Company’s Factory at Canton, and the Restriction against using Chinese 
Chair-bearers. 

Public Deparlmenr, 23d October 1830, paragraph.^ 9 a* 18. 


Ditto ... ditto ... l.'jth Nov 57 a* 61. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 15th Dec 9 a* 13, 

Ditto ... ditto ... 1st January 1831 9 10, 

Ditto ... ditto ... lull February 6. 


For these paragraplis, see the Letters adverted to, presented to the Select (\>mmittee 
the 12tli July 1831, pp. 140 to 415 of this Appendix. 


CORRESPONDENCE relating to the DEATH of Mr. MACKENZIE. 
Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraphs la* 8, 14, 15 and 18. 

For tht‘Rc’ paragraphs, see the I^etter adverted to, presented to the Selei-t Committee 
the 12th July 1831, pp. 4G7, 411, of this Apyiendix. 
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Where />. ia prefixed to the fipftirca, rrfcrence is to the p&p:inpf gonorally; where p, and par-y to the 
page and number of the paragraph therein. 


A. 

Accidental Death. See Death. 

Addressing the Canton Government. See City Gates, liiohl of Addressing. 

Advances miSLilehy the Company to the Hoiij|rs, p. 4*Jl, par. 175- 177— P 
par. 175. 

Affidavit ; Attestation of, by makingf a colourod impression of the deponent’s hand, 
p. 571, par. 20. 

AjeUj Linguist ; seized by Chinese government for carrying a portrait of the Prince 
Regent to Pekin, p. 521, par. 2 Jiistiliedon other grounds, p. 522, par. 0 Exer- 
tions made in his btdialf, p. 525,526, par. 7-'l Oppres.sive conduct towards him, 

p. 528, par, 16-18 Severity relaxed, p. 528, par. 10 Banished, p. par. 30; 

p. 529, par. 6 liis only oftciice was his connection with the English, p. 528, par. 31 

Suspected of being a Christian, and cempelled to abjure, p. 529, par. 9. 

Alceste, His Majesty’s ship; (15.) Paper (E.), p. 539. 

Arrival ; Mandarins go on board ; Captain Maxwell requests to enter the Bogiie ; a 
reply from the Viceroy promised ; waits six days ; provisions become .scarce ; watched by 
armed boats ; proceeds to Chunipee, p. 539.— Ordered to anchor, and fired at ; 
returned with blank as a salute ; shots fired from the fort ; proceeds within the Bogue; 
cannonade from the forts , return.s a broadside, which silenced them ; proceeds to 
Canton ; Chinese authorities pretcn<l ignorance of orders for firing, p. 540 Imperial 

't*'*notification that the Alceste was specially allow'ed to enter the Bogue, p. 541, par. 2 
7“ Letter from Captain Maxwell to the Viceroy ; but the Chinese affect to consider 

it from the Committee, p. 542, par. 3 Answer returned to the President, implying 

obedience to the Viceroy’s orders ; receiving of it refuseil by the Committee, p. 542, 
par. 4— — Pretend that the officers of the forts acted without orders, p. 542, par. 5. 
—Informed that a captain of His Majesty’s ship could not receive a letter addressed 
to merchants, p, 542, par, 6«— No opposition to the Lyra brig, 543. 

Americans. Endeavour to embroil the Committee in disputes with the Chinese Govern- 
inent; Hong merchant Pinqua interested in their prize ships, p 519, par. 3 Discus- 
sions rejecting the prize sliip Arabella, p. .519, par, 5— Persons interested in their 

trade influence the conduct of government, p: .52.5, p. 5. 
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American Merchants, combino to reduce the appreciation of the tea market^ p. 506^ 
par. 10 

Amherst, Lord. See Embassy, 

Armed Force used for the Protection of the Factory at Canton; Paper (C.), 
p. 460-471. 

A ^ard of 100 men placed in the Factory, p. 460— Orders for their conduct, 
p. 470— Thanks to Captain limes. Captain mylis, and the Commanders of the 
Company’s ships, p. 470, 471. 

Armed Force. Threats of Viceroy to send soldiers to the Factory to expel female resi- 
dents, p. 413 Coniinittee’s remarks, p. 414— Representation to the Viceroy on 

the subject, p. 4*20 Resistance by the Coininittee ridiculed by the Chinese, p. 422 

The guns brought up to the Factory for its protection removed, on assurances of secu- 
rity by the Chinese Government, p. 426 Introduced into the Factory for its protec- 

tion by Mr. Baynes, in discharge of his duty, p. 435; p. 442, par. 16. ■ ' S eo Females 
Resident at Canton. 

Astell, Mr. His using a sedan<chair made the occasion of issuing a prohibition against, 
p. 409, 412 Alth^ough of rank in England, considered by Chinese as only a mer- 

chant at Canton, p. 418. 

Attendants, Native. Not permitted, by edict of Government, to be about European 
Factories, p. 519, par. 8— As more Europeans must be employed, would tend to riots, 
p. 519^ 520, pa^^ 9, 10— -If attended to, would prevent the course of business, p. 520, 
par. 11, 12— An old question revived, p. 526, par. 12— Mitigated, p.527, par. 13 
•—Ill-treated by the Government to annoy the Company’s trade, p. 530, par, 2 
— Threattuicd to be seized, p. 536, par. 9. 

Austin, Captain. Some men belonging to his ship accused of causing the death of a 
Chinese, but without any reason, p. 477, par. 3— —No proof produced, p, 477> par. 5 
His conduct commended, p. 478, par. 11 ^Engages to prosecute the investiga- 
tion, par. 2. 


B. 

Bankrupt Merchants Gneh'qua and Ponqua; (1.) Paper, (E.), p. 474, 475. 

Liquidation of debts prevented by the Viceroy, p. 474, par 13— Prejudice to the 

tea trade, p. 474, par. 15 Unreasonable terms of settlement offered by the Chinese, 

p. 474, par. 3-—— Objected to, p. 475, par. 90— -Accounts adjusted, p. 475, par. 280. 

Bannerman, Mr. ; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton ; 
advantage from his knowledge of the language, p. 533, par. 12. 

Baylis, Captain ; His conduct in preparing the defence of the Factory at Canton 
approved, p. 47Q. 

Basel, Mr. Van, Netherlands^ Coasul ; investigates the circumstances attendii^ Mr. 
Mackenzie’s death, p. 448-450, 

Baynes, Mr., President of the Factory at Canton. Discussion with hirn on prohibition of 
European females residing at Canton, p. 411 to 432— -Accused by the Chinese, Go-, 
vernment of falsely filling the Chair ; and of causing females to reside at the Factoi^, 

p. 432-437 Of improperly anniiig the Factory, i6. ^Properly succeeded Mr* 

rlowden, p. 434— Armed the Factory in proper exercise of his duty, p. 435— *-Mr. 
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Baynes' invited to reside at Canton by Howqua^ p. 441, par. 12— Threatened with 

punishment by the Chinese authorities, p. 433 Abused by them, and accused of 

misconduct, p. 439.— See Females Resident at Canton. 

Boats passing the Bogue ; License required for employing^, may become an excuse for 
extortion, p. 527, par. 14. 

Boats. See Charges for Boats hetitcen Canton and Macao. 

Bonds required from the ships, on security against illicit trade in opium, p. 592, par. 40 
—Would be productive of serious evil if enforced towards the Company’s ships, 
p. 593,594, par. 23-26— Relinquished, p. 595, par. 3 

Boiyet, Mr.; His conduct in the affair of Mr. Mackenzie, p. 443, par. 14; p. 447, 449, 
459 ; p. 467, par. 5. 

Business of the Company. Its allotment between the Hongs, p. 489, par. 11, 12 ; p. 494, 
par. 5«—— Complaint of its inequality, p. 500, par. 5. 

Button ; A mark of the Hong privilege, p. 591, par. 36. 


C. 


Cameron, Captain ; p. 566, par. 3-4. 

Cangue, the, placed on the neck, a slight punishment at Canton, p. 567, p»r. 54. 
Chair-bearer. Sec Sedan-Chairs. 

Charqes for Boats between Canton and Macao ; (22.) Paper (E.) p. 571. 

Abuses favoured by the Hong merchants remedied by tlie Viceroy, p. 571, par. 119 

■ ^Tho Hongs required to state the legal demands, p. 571, par. 16— But still 

encourage illegal fees, p. 572, par. 52. 

China, Laws of. Alleged breach of, by tlie residence of females at Canton, p; ^407 to 446 

By the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 4^16. See Females Resident at Canton. 

Sedan-Chairs. 

Will not allow plea of self-defence in case of death of natives by foreigners, p. 555, 

5 ar. 9; p. 556, par. 3; p. 560, par. 4; p. 560-561, par. 6, 10. See Death of 

Natives by Foreigners. 


Chinese Characters and Language. Addresses written in, to the Government, refused 
to be received, p. 520, par. 14; p. 525, par, 6 Admitted, p. 526, par, 11 Mis- 

understanding in consequence of the wrong use of acliaracter, p. 531, par. .V- — Evils if 
dependent on Chinese translations, p. .538, par 5— Necessity of a perfect knowledge 

of the Chinese language, p. 538, par. 2 The privilege of communicating in, with 

the Government, threatened to be withdrawn, p. 573, par. 25. See liight of 

Addressing the Canton Government. 

Chinese Government. Prohibit the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 44^— 
Forbid the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 446— Demand of three Parsecs criminally 

accused, p. 414 ^Threatens the introduction of an armed force into the Factory, p. 414 

— ^Justifies the practice of answering addresses by posting them on the walls of the 
Factory ,p. 417— -Promises not to molest the Factory ,p.422— -Ridicules resistance to 
the armed force they* threaten to send, p. 422— Gives relief to a shipwrecked vessel, 
p. 422— —Threatens to stop the trade, p. 422— Gives assurances of security to the 
Factory, since they have become penitent, p. 425 Orders tlie guns to be removed 
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^ from the Factory, p. 4'26— — Laws complained of made out of kindness to 

(illNKSK. foreigners; professes indifference tocommerce; hints at conciliation, p. 428-4IJ0— • 

Defends the practice of posting up answers against the walls, p. 427— —Artful 
representations made to the Government by their officers ; plausible without truth, 
p. 428— Plausible colouring given to the threats of sending an armed force to the 

Factory, p. 429 Forbids the residence of Mr. Whiteman’s and Mr. Thornhill’s 

wives at Canton, p. 431-432 Asserts that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the President’s 

chair, p. 433— And armed the Factory from being frightened, p. 433— —Its forbear- 
ance in not inflicting awful punishments as for rebellion, p. 443— -In not punishing 
all for the offence of an individual, Baynes, p. 438— Threatens to detain Mr. 
Baynes to be punished for his crimes, p. 4313— -Injoins the Committee to prevent 
merchants from bringing females to Canton, p. 436 - - ■■ -Leaves a discretionary power 
to the officers of Government in enforcing the prohibitions of female residence, and 
using chairs, but with good management, and without loss- of dignity, p. 438— Its 
disregard for truth in the statements of public documents, p. 438— -Pretends an 
excuse for the arming the Factory, p. 438— Asserts that, on repentance, Baynes dis- 
armed the Factory and sent the women away, p. 438— Abuses Mr. Baynes, and 
asserts hii removal for mismanagement, p. 439— Insists on obedience to prohibitions, 

on peril of being 4!xpelled,p. 439-440 ^Alalignant temper shown by, p.440, par. 9 

liiiiueiiced by the fear of suspension of trade, p. 442, par. 18 Promises not to 

molest English resident lculies,p. 443, par. 58, 81 Their conduct in that business 

ail expe'Hment how far the Company will yield, p, 444, par. 10, 11 Its eoncilia- 

toi'y disposition induced by tlio reDcllion in Tartary, p.444, par. 13— Unfavourable 
jiroceedmgs iiis(lgj|ted by suggestions of the Hong, from Jealous feelings, p. 445, par. 9 

Did not consider the (piestion of importance, p. 445, pur. 9-10.— See Armed 

Force, Fettudes Resident at Canton, i^edan- Chairs, 

Directs the Hong merchants to make enquiry about the death of Mr. Mackenzie, 

p. 451-455 CJlaims jurisdiction of the aflair, p. 452, 4(>0-465— States instances of 

its exercise, p, 453-454, 48()-485— Officers of the Government take corrupt advantage 
of such disturbance.^, p. 458 Executes a man given up by the French Consul, with- 

out trial, or allowance for accident ; evils might more frequently arise, but money 

exacted fcr connivance, p. 457 Proposal to have accused tried by the English, 

under their superintendence, p. 488 Change in the mode of designating the Presi- 
dent, p.4G5 Demands for giving up the acciwi'd frecpiently repeated, but the usual 

routine of business not affected, p, 487, par. 8. Sec Mackenzie. 

Interference to prevent the liquidation of (jiiewqua’s and Ponqua’s debts, p. 474, 
par. 13. See Rankrupi Merchants, 

Slights the representations made by the Committee as to the burthens on trade, 

p. 478, par. 188 ; p. 478, par. 91 ; p. 477, par. 121, 122. See Trade, Burthens on. 

Detention of ships in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman, 

p. 477, par. 1 Allows the ships to sail on promise to prosecute the inquiry, p. 479, 

par. 2 Demand for delivering up the man resumed in the follow ing year, p. 479, 

par. 298, 299. See Detention of Ships, 

Orders Mr. Roberts to quit (’anion, p. 485, par 5— On suspension of trade by 

tile C ommittee, retracted, p. 488, par. 8; p. 488, par. 138, See Suspension of 

Trade, 

Readily redresses a complaint (»f ill-treatment of the First Lieutenant of His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Indefatigable, p. 488, par. 299. See Indefatigable, 

C’onduct ill respect to the embarrassed Hongs, p. 490, par. 172— Does not protect 

trade, p. 493, par. 16 Inclined to remove die Junior Hongs in debt, p. 493, par 38 

—Unfavourable disposition towards them, p. 498, par. 12, 13— -—Becomes more 

favourable, p. 496, par. 25, 7; p. 497, par 147, 148; p. 498, par. II. See Hoag 

Merchants, 
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Establishment of a Cohon^ favoured by the Government, p. 500-501, par. 2, 3, 7 

Superior officers open to imposition from their ig'iiorance of foreign trade, p, 501, 

par. 0-- — Feels the evils of suspension of trade, p. 502, par. 1.3 No other way of 

influencing its conduct, p, 503, par 14— Object in promoting the Cohong system, 
p. 50(), par. 7— Policy to destroy competition, p. .507, par. 11. See Cohort fr. 

Local government of Canton object to Sir Geo. Staunton accompanying Lord Am> 
herst’s embassy, p. 509, par. 5- Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7.-— — See Em- 

bassy. 

Denounces punishment of combinations by tea- merchants, p. 515, par. 6.— Se<* 
Tea Merchants, 

Issues an edict for punishing frauds in tea contracts, p. 517, par. 57.— See Tea 
Contracts, 

Demand of a gift on the Emperor attaining his 60th year, p. 517, par. 16 — 20. 

See Foreign Trade. 

Conduct respecting His Majesty’s ships at Chiinipee, p. 518, par. 1,2 Respect- 

ing His Majesty’s ship Doris taking possession of an American prize, p. 519, par. 6, ^ 

—Prohibits the employment of natives at the Fac'tory, p. 519, par. 8 IQ 

Mitigates its severity, p. 527, par. 13 Refuses to receive addresses rti C’hinesc 

characters, p. .520, par. 14; p. 525, par. i) Admitted, p. .526, par. II Accedes 

to adjustment of difTererices after suspension of trade, p. .522, par. 5, 6 Unjust 

conduct towards Ajcu, a linguist, p. .521, par. 2; p. .522, par. 9; p. 528. par,. 16— IS. 

30, 31 ; p 529, par. 6, 9 Breaks oft' a diseus.sion with Sir Geo. Staunton for adpist- 

ing diftereuce.s, p. 522, par, 10 Afterwards renews them, aiul accedes to terms, 

p. 523, par. 12-- Conduct influenced by persons interested in American prizes, p. 525, 

par. 5 Speciousness in their manner of discussing complaints, p, 526, par S 

Imputes treasonable conduct to the (’onnnittee, p. 526, par. 9 Justice of tribunals 

not to be relied on, p. .528, par. 16 Nor on the veracity of their officers, p. .528, 

par. 31 Venality of courts of justice, p. 529, par. 7 Inimic-al feelings of the 

officers of Government, p. 530, [mr. 10. See Discussions with Canton Gocetn- 

merit in 1814-15, 

Seizure and ill-iisa<»e of a compradore, p. .530, par. 1 ; p. 5.S4. par. 13, 14; p. .53.5, 
par. 8 — ^Detains the ship General Hewitt, conveying presents connected wdth Lord 
Amherst s embassy, p. .5.31, par. 3— Refuses to receive addresses of explanation, 
p. 532, par. 6, 9— Allowed to load, if room is kept for the returned presents, p. 53.5, 
par. 22; p. 5!^, par. 10— •Threatens to seize persons in Committee’s employ, p. 5136, 
par. 9. See General Hewitt Ship, 

Hostile proceedings towards His Majesty’s ship Alcoste, p. .539, par. 2)3— Pre- 
tends ignorance of proceoilinga, p. 540 ; p. 542, par. b Permits the ship to enter the 

Bogue as a special occasion, p. 541, par. 2 Method most eftcctual in negociafiuns 

with, is, first to act, and discuss afterwards, p. 541 Speciousness of its cundiiet, 

p. 542, par. 3, 4. See Alceste, 

Punishes the robbery and murder committed on the property and crew of the \Va 
bash American ship, p. 543, par. 62. See Discussions with the ( 'anion Govern- 

ment, 1817-18. 

Demands the person who killed a C’hinese, p. .545, par. 9 Is deceived with a 

subterfuge of substituting a dead body for him, p. .5-47, par. 15-23 Su]>presses an 

attempt to revive the subject, p. 547, par. 6, 7. See Discussions with the ( ’anton 

Government, 1820-21. 

Proceedings respecting the aflVay with the inhabitants of Lintin and the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze, p. .548— Holds the Committee answerable for the King’s 

•hips, p. 548-549, par. 3, 7 ; p. 559, par. 1 — 3 ; p. 561, par. 11 Suspends the trade, 

p. 549, par. 6 Demands the delivery u]) of the accused men, p. 552, par. 2 ; p. 552, 
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par. 2, 3 Will not receive Captain Richardson’s explanationsj p.552> par. 3— 

Alarmed by the determination of the Factory to remove from Canton, p. par. 14 

Through the Hong's, surest expedients, p. 554, par. 16 ; p. 565, par. 6— 

Disallows ^ea of self-defence in case of death of Chinese by foreigners, p. 555, par. 9; 
p. 556, par, 3 ; p. 559, par. I — 5— Invites the Factory to resume trade, p. 557, 
par. 12 ; p. 563, par. 8— Renews the demand for delivering up the men in Uic fol- 
lowing year, p. 558, par. 70 — 73 ; p. 562, par. 2.— —See Suspension of Trade by 
the ('hinese, 2. 

Conduct of, in the attempt of Chinese to extort money on pretence of a man’s 
death being caused by the crew of the Balcarras ; olfenders but trifllngly punished, 
p. 567, par. 3, 53, 54. See Extortion. 

Neglects complaint of abuses at the Macao custom-house, p. 568, par. 70—— 
Ostensibly remove the abuses, but tacitly allow them, p. 568, par. 72— —Represses 
them, p. 569, par. 34. See Macao Custom-house, 

Formally recognizes the exclusive right of the Committee to address the Canton 
government, p. 570, par. 3.— —See Right of Jiddressing the Canton Government. 

Remedies abuses in the charges for boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, 
par. 119. Sec Charges for Boats. 

Punished persons who assaulted Capt Walker, and suppress disorderly spirit-shops 
on the complaint by the Committee, p. 572, par, 4. ' ■■■See Walker, Captain. 

Unjustly imputes contraband practices to the Committee, p. 572, par. 23— Refuses 
to receive remonstrances, and threatens to rescind the privilege of communicating in 
the C'hinese language, p. 573, par. 25— Retracts insinuations, p. 573, par. 26.— 
See Contramnd Practices. 

Inquires into the circumstances of the accidental death of a Chinese on board the 

Golconda, p. 574, par. 7— 2(' Adjusts the affair without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21. 

——See Death of a Chinese. 

Threatens to rescind certain privileges, p. 575, par. 41— Disregards represen- 
tations, and posts its replies on the Factory walls, p. 575, par. 44 Forbids Euro- 
peans to make excursions for pleasure on the river, p, 576, par. 45 tissues abusive 

proclamations, p. 576, par. 16 Refuses to receive addresses, p. 577, par. 52 

necomea conciliatory, on addresses being presented at the City Gates, p, 577> p&r. 52 
— 54 ; p. 577, par, 37. See Privileges, Infringement of. 

Makes unfavourable rep^y to applications respecting the state of foreign trade, and 

the establishment of additional Hong Merchants, p. 578, par. 3, 4 -Memorial to 

the Emperor returned, p. 581, par. 20, 30, 31 ^Viceroy gives a conciliatory answer, 

{ ). 581, par. 32 Influenced by presenting address at the City Gates, p. 582, par. 

ast 3 Demands exorbitant fees fur the appointment of new Hongs, p. 583, par. 

first 2— Accedes to an accommodation, p. 584, par. 2, 3— New Hong added, 

p. 584, par. (k— Accommodates the demand for fees, p. 586, par. 15 Appoints 

more new 1 longs, p. 587, par. 5 ; p. 588, par, 6 Gives a favourable reception to 

an address for adding more, and acknowledge the advantage of so doing, p. 590, par. 
26^ 5. ■■ S ee Hons Merchants and State of Foreign Trade. 

Takes measures for suppressing the illicit trade in Opium, p. 591, par. 38, 39 ; 

p. 592, par. 47 Requires the Company’s ships to give bonds, p. 592, par 40 ; 

p. 593, par. 21, 22 Disavows all imputations on the Company’s ships, p. 592, par. 45 

^But will make no distinction between them and other ships, p. 5iH, par. 1 

On reconsideration exempts them, p. 595, par. 2, 3 Makes the Company’s trade 

responsible for private ships, p. 596, par. 81, 82.— —See Opium Trade. 

Influence witn, purdy commercial, p. 579, par. 15, 16— -Affected contempt of 

commerce, p. 42? ^Circumstances stated which show the contrary, p. 502, par 13, 14 ; 

p. 527, par. 15 ; p. 588, par. 10. 

Ching-wo; The name of Pun-suy-lan's Hong, p. 588, par. 8. 
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CkriMant, Insurrections attributed to them, p. 529, par. 8 Abjuration of Chris- 

tianity, by persons suspected of, by trampling on the cross, p. 529, par. 9. 

Chunquc^, ft bankrupt Hone. Desires to be readmitted to a share in the Company’s busi- 
ness, n. 488, par. 10— —His conduct, p. 489, par. 11— Continued by the Conunittce 

in a snare of business from policy, p. 495, par. 8- But no reliance can be placed in 

P* 495, par. 9— Arrangements on behalf of his creditors, p. 498, par. 21, 22, 2:3 

——Endeavours to establish a Cohong, p. 500, par. 5 Intrigues with the oiHcers of 

Government, p. 501, par. 9 ; p. 504, par. 7—— Instigates false charges against Sir 

George Staunton, p. 502, par, 11 personally attacks Sir George Staunton, p. 504, 

par. 9— — His endeavours to ruin the Junior Hongs counteracted by Sir George 
Staunton, p, 404, par. 8, 9— Checked by Puankhequa, p. 505, par. 10, 11 Op- 
posed by Pinqua, p. 506, par. 42 ^The Cohong system would have increased his 

influence, p. 501, par. 7 Has caused much serious inconvenience to trade, p. 585, 

par. 10— All commercial dealings w'itlidrawn from his Hong, p. 589, par. 13.— 
See Cohong, Hong Merchants, 

City Gates of Canton, Address to the Viceroy delivered at, p. 411 Remonstrance 

against extortionate demands of the Hoppo so delivered, p. 484, par. 9 — —Sensation 
produced, p, 484, par. 11— Several addresses so delivered in 1814, p. 521, par. 3 — — 
Address respecting the ship General Hewitt so delivered, p. 533, par. 1 1 Repre- 
sentation of abuses in charges for boats presented, p. 571, par. 119 Remon- 

strance on several grievances, after being unattended to by the local oiiicers, presented 
at the City Gates, and procure redress, p. 577, par. 52 — 54 ; p.577, par. 37 ; p. 580, 
par. 20— —Good effects produced from presenting address on the sflate of Foreign 
Trade and additional Ilongs, p. 583, par. last 3. 

Clavell, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Orlando. Assists in forwarding the instructions 
relative to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 508, par. 6— -Accompanied Sir T. Metcalfe 
to Canton with Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter to the Viceroy, p. 509, par. 2 — —In- 
convenience, from his name being included in a bond, to stay fur an answer, p. 509, 
par. 4. 

Clock-work and Mechanism, called by the Chinese Sing-songs, p. 483, par. 290. 

CoHosQ, attempted to he established by the Chinese ; (8.) Paper (E.) p. 499. 

Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 275, 276 Professed object, p. 499, par. 

276, 277 ; p. 500, par . 23.— Affix prices on goods, p. 500. par. 24— —W ould be detrimen- 
tal to the Company’s trade, p. 499, par, 278 False statements made to procure the Im- 
perial sanction, p. 500, par. 2 — 6— Complaint of the unequal distribution of the Com- 
pany’s business, 500, par. 5— By whom the Cohong contrived, p. 501, par. 5, 6— — 

Circumstances aiding the plan, p. 501, par. 7, 8 Ignorance of business dispose tlie 

Chinese officers to bo biassed by intrigues, p. 501, par. 9— — Ruin of the Junior Mer- 
chants -detrimental to trade, p. 502, par. 10, 12 ^Influence ami intrigues of Chunqiia, 

p. 502, par. 1 1 ; p. 504, par. 7 Evil of suspension of trade felt by the Chinese govern- 

' - ' - - ...o 

to in- 

, p. r)U;5, par. IT) Frequent State embassies 

rwommended, p. 503, par. 17— Chunqna’s intrigues unsuccessful in the removal of 
the merchants, p. 504, par. 8 ChccKed by Puankhequa, p. 505, par. 1 1— Re- 

sistance to the Cohoiig system successful, p. 505, par. 13— — Juniors always joined 
with the senior merchants in business, p. 505, par. 40— Pinqiia’s influence from obli- 

^tions conferred on the Junior Hongs, p. 505, par. 41 Cnunqua and Pinqua not 

likely to coalesce, p. 506, par. 42 Object of Government in promoting the Cohong. 

p. 506, par. 7 — ^Character of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8— Influence of 


INOKX. 

CHK— C’OH. 



606 


INDEX TO THE SECOND APPENDIX. 


IM>1\ 

COM. 


llowqua^ p. 506, par. 9 Cohong influence shewn in the dealings with Ae Americans, 

p. 506, par. 10— — Would destroy competition, p. 507> par. 11 Prices would be 

fixed by one party, p.507, par. 12— -Would annihilate trade, p.507, par. 13— —Neces- 
sity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 14 Cohong system, partly carried into 

effect, p. 523, par. 10. 


Commerce. Pretended to be held in contempt by tlie Chinese, p. 427 — —But its sus- 
pension felt by the Government to be injurious, p. 502, par. 13, 14— Inference drawn 
from their anxiety about the recall of Sir George Staunton, p. 527, par. 15 Appre- 

hension of removal of the trade, p. 585, par. 10. ■ ■ ■ See CTitnese Government. 

Committee of Canton Factory. Resents the prohibition to use sedan-chairs, by for- 
bidding the Chinese to enter th«‘ Factory in them, p. 410 Presents a Remonstrance 

at the City Gates on that subject, and the prohibition of the residence of females, 

p. 411 Remarks on the demand respecting delivering up the three Parsees, and the 

threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 414 Demands an explanation 

from the Viceroy, p. 420— Remonstrance to the Hoppo on the prohibition of fo- 

reigners having their wives to reside with them, and points out that they are incon- 
sistent with the morality of civilized nations, p. 423— — ^Thc use of sedan-chairs fre- 
quently necessary from illness, p. 423 ^The prohibition pointed out as inconsistent 

with the character of benevolence claimed by the Chinese, p. 42 3 - — Repels the insi- 
nuation of being aided by traitorous natives, p. 424-- Removes the guns brought up 

to the Factory in expectation of assault by a military force, p. 426 ^Refuses to 

remove the resident females, on the faith of former promises against annoyance, p. 432 
-Denies that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the chair, as stated by the Chinese, p. 434 
Shows that it was his duty to arm the Factory, p. 435 ■ Will not allow the Chi- 
nese authorities to interfere with the conduct of the Company’s servants, p. 434 ; p. 444, 

par. 9-. Gives a detailed account of the discussions with the Chinese Government 

concerning the prohibitions agaiast female residence, and using sedan-chairs, p. 440 
to 446-- — ^'fakes part in this business in unison with the indignant feelings of the resi- 
dents, p. 440, par. 10 ^'Fakes precautions for defence of the Factory, and personal 

security of residents, p. 441 , par. 1 1 ; p. 442, par. 16 Removes the guard from the 

Factory on assurances from the Chinese Government, p. 443, par, .58, 59, 60* — - — A 
firmness of conduct necessary to prevent encroachments, p. 444, par, 13.—— See Fe* 
males Resident at Canton. Sedan-chairs. 

Investigates the circumstances leading to the death of Mr. Mackenzie; secures the 

. accust'd person, p. 450 — ‘458 Reasons for resisting the interference of the Chinese 

Government, p. 457 ; p. 4 (j 7, par. 7 Semis the accused in custody to Bombay, p. 457, 

4.58, 4."/.) States the case of the seaman given up by the French, p. 467 Refuses 

. to give up the deceased’s body, p. 46:1— litplains the affair to the Court of Directors, 
p. 467, par. 4. See Mnekerizie. 

Orders C’aptaiii limes to porvide a guard for the protection of the Factory, p, 469 

—Approves his and Captain Bay lis's conduct, p. 470. Sec Armed Force. Femcdea 

Resident at Canton. 

Directs sliips to sail detained because of unsettled accounts of the Hongs ; ordered 
to return fire if fired on by the forts, p. 472.— See Fire from Chinese Forts. 

Complains of the obstacles to the liquidation of the bankniprHongs’ debts, d, 474 
——Arrangements entered into, p, 47*5, par. 229-2.32. See Bankrupt Mer^anis. 

Representations as to theburtheiis on trade, p. 47f>, par. 188,91, 92.— See Trade. 
Burthens on. 

Order ships to sail detained by the Chinese in consequence of a man being killed 

by an English seaman, p. 478, par. 9 Promises to prosecute the inquiiy, p. 479, 

par. 2 ^Explain their reasons to the Court of Directors, p. 4^, par, 11— Avoids 

much difficulty by referring the investigation to Captain Austin, when the Chinese 
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could take no part in it, p. 481, par. 17 Points out the danger of admitting a suspi- ^ ^ ^ 

cion to exist against any man in the ship, p. 482, par. 21 — 23; 24, 25. Sor ('OMMTrrKI^. 

Detention of Skips, 

Represents to the Chinese government (he evils of extortionate demands on the 

Hongs, by the IIoppo, p. 483, par. 8 Directs the sliips detained to sail without 

permission, which procures the obtaining it, p. 484, par. 13, 14, 15, See Deten- 

tion of Ships, 

Resists tne attemps of the Chinese government to interfere in the conduct of the 
Company's servants, as in the instance of Mr. Roberts, who is ordered by the Go- 
vernment to quit Canton, p. 485 — 487 Suspends coninierco till order rescinded, p. 

486, par. 8; p, 4^6, par. 137. — —See St/s^jerision of Trade, 1. 

Procures redress of complaint of ill-treatment of the First Lieutenant of His 
Majesty’s ship Indefatigable, p. 487, par. 298 ; 299, See Indefatigable. 

Arrangement to remove the embarrassments of the Hong merchants, p. 488, par. 2 

Avoids any interference with the Chinese government, which would give a pretext 

for burthening the trade, p. 489, par. 14 Considers a suspension of trade as a last 

measure, p. 493, par. 15 Protects the Junior Merchants, p. 494, par. 8 — 10 

Counteracts the unfavourable disposition of the V'iceroy towards them, p. 496), par. 12, 

13 Supports their cresdit, p. 498, par. 12, 15 Makes arrangements on behalf of 

Chunqua's creditors, p. 498, par. 21 — 23. See Hong Merchants. 

Comnmuicdtes to the Court of Directors the endeavours of the (^hinesc to establish 
a Cohong, p. 499 — 597 Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 275, 276 Diffi- 
culty of judging of the conduct of the Committee ; importance of trivial circumstances, 
p. 503, par. 15 Difficulty of their situation from the trade being liable to interrup- 
tion from the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. 16 Recommends frequent em- 

bassies to the Chinese government, p. 503, par. 17— Resistance to the Cohong 

s}.stem successful, p. 505, par. 13 Gives the character of the several Hongs, p. 50(), 

par. 8 Points out the necessity of resisting the system, p. 507> par. 13, 14— 

See Coho7}g, 

Arrangements for opening the mission preparatory to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 

508, par. 5. See Embassy, 

Steps taken to prevent the combination of Tea -merchants, p. 510, par. 10— — Re- 
solves to resist the proceeding, but to avoid the dettuilion of the ships if possible, p. 

511, par. 12, 14 — p. 512 ; 30 Proposes plans for purchasing of inferior merchants, 

p. 513, par. 37— —Succeeds in dissolving the combination, p. 514, par. 3. See 

Tea- Merchants, 

Joins with the Hong Merchants in representations to tho Viceroy respecting Frauds 
in the Tea Contracts, p. 516, par. 11. See Tea Contracts, 

Discussions with the Hong Merchants on the demand for a gift to the Emperor on 
his attaining his 60th year, p. 5l7j par. 16 — 20. Sec Foreign Trade. 

Representations on the prohibition to employ natives in the Factory, p. 519, par. 8, 9 
— Suspends commercial intercourse, and ditFerences adjusted, p. 521, par. 5, 6— 

Endeavours in behalf of the linguist Ajeu, p. 521, par. 2— Delivers addresses at the 

City Gates, p. 521, par. 3 ^Sends a mission to Canton, under Sir G. Staunton, to 

interfere for Ajeu,> p.gj2 2, par. 7 — 15 ; p. 528, par. 16—31 Obtains an intercourse on 

a better footing, prV27» par. 16,— See Discussions with the Canton Government in 
1814-15. 

Addresses the Government for removing the detention of tlie ship General liewitt, 
p.531, par. 3— Forbearance on the refusal to receive the address, on account of Lord 
Amherst’s embassy pending, p. 532, par. 6 ; p. 534, par. 21— Directs the General 

Hewitt tq^ move to Whampoa, p. 532, par. 8 Ordered to return fire in case of 

necessity, *p. 533, par. lO—— Delivers address at the City Gates, p. 533, par. 

11, 12 Endeavours to obtain tlie release of a compradoro from imprisonment, 
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^ P' P^*"- Succeeds, p. 535, par. 8— Proceeds to load the General 

CC)]\IMillb£. Hewitt, but stopped, p. 536, par. 10— ——Demands port clearances, p. 536, par. II 

Adjusts the difference with the Government, and ship loaded, p. 537, par. 3, 1 

Points out the necessity of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese language, 

p. 5:31, par. 5; p. 538, par. 2. — General Hewitt Ship. 

Proceedings respecting His Majesty's ship Alceste, p. 530 — 543. See Aleeste, 

Joined with American Consul to procure the punishment of robbers and murderers 
of the property and crew df the Wabash American ship, p. 543, par. 62-— Deter- 
mines to resist a threat to search the Company's ships for contraband goods, p. 543, 
par. 64. See Disevesionx with the Canton Governmefit, 1817d|8* 

Proceedings to adjust the difficulties arising from the death of a native hy an 
officer of the sliip London, p. 544-^ — ^Derives gi'eat assistance from Dr. Morrison, 
p. .545, par. 7 ; p. 546, par. 12.— -See Discussions with the Canton Government, 
1820-21. ‘ - 

Difficulties arising from the affray at Lintin, between the crew of His Majesty's 
ship Topaze and the inhabitants, in which two Chinese are killed, p. 548— Remon- 
strates on being made responsible for the conduct of King’s ships, p. 548, par. 3, 7 ; 
p. 559, par^. 1 — 3 ; p. 561, p. 1 1— Determines to resist the suspension of trade by the 

Viceroy, p. 549, par. 6 ; p. .550, par. 6 Resolves to remove the treasure, and retire 

from Canton, p. 550, par. 7» 10, 3; p.55l, par,6;p. .553, par. 13 Recommends a con- 

ference between the Viceroy and Captain Richardson, p. 5.50, par. 2 ; p. .551, par. 7. 

—On Captain Richanlson’a smling trade resumed, p. 557, par. 12 -Resists the 

renewed demands for delivering up the iiiou in the following year, p. 5(30, par. 6 ; 

p. .562, par. 2 Remonstrates against the doctrines of the Cliinese as to accidental 

death, p. .561, par. 10 Suspends the trade, p. 563, par. 6, 7— ^—Resumes it on the 

invitation of the Hoppo, p. ,563, par. 8.— See Suspension of Trade by the Chinese, 2 

Complains to the Viceroy of an attempt l)y some natives to extort money, by pre- 
tending that the crow of the Balcarras was the cause of the death of a Chinese, who 
was brought in a dying state and left in the ship's boat, p. 566, par. 5. — —See 
Extortion, 

Representations to the Viceroy of the conduct of the Macao custom-house people, 

p. 5(38, par. 68 Exactions repressed in consequence, p. 569, par. 34. See 

Macao Cvslom-house. 

Obtains a formal recognition by the Chinese Government of the right of addressing 
the Government, exclusive of all other foreigners, p. 570, par. 3 ■ - Obtains redress of 

a complaint, p. 570, p. 41. See /f/g/iZ of Addressing the Canton Government. 

Joins with other foreigners in obtaining the suppression of exorbitant charges for 
boats between Canton and Macao, p. .571, par. 119— Recpiires the Hong Merchants 

to state the legal charges, p. 571, par. 1(3 -But cannot prevent their encouraging 

illegal fees, p. .572, par. .52.— Sec Charges for Boats. 

Complains to the Viceroy of an assault made on Captain Walker in Canton, and 
obtains redress : procures the suppression of disorderly spirit-shops, p. 572, par. 4. 
See Walker, Captain. 

Expostulates with the Government on the injustice of insinuations against them of 
contraband practices, p. 573, par. 24, 26, See Coiitraband^iibmttiees. 

Steps taken in consequence of the accidental deatli of a Chined on board the Gol- 

conda, p. 573, par. 4 — 8 Adjusts the affair without difficulty, p. 574| par, 21— 

Points out the favourable change in the minds of the Chinese as to accidental death, 
as regards foreigners, p. 575, par. 3. See Death of a Chinese. 

Resists the infringement of privileges, p. 575, par. 41-«-43«— — Remonainte on cer- 
tain grievances, p. 576, par. 46 — 51- — Being rejected by the Viceroy, ofapjjiQS redress 
by presenting it at the City Gates, p. 577, par. 52 — 54.— See Infringe- 

ment of, 
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Applies for removing the embarrassments of trade^ p. 578, par. .? Prefers that 

object to forwarding the loading of the ships for the season, p. 578, par. 5 Reasons C’ON — DEA. 

for resisting the encroachments of Chinese authorities, p, 5/1), par. 10, 17— Deter- 
mines to abstain from trade till griovancqs are redressed, p. 580, par. 18, 11) 

—Addresses a memorial to the Emperor,* p, .580, par. 20 Favourable opinion 

of the security of commercial property in China p. .581, par. .‘54 Points out the 

good effects of presenting addresses at the City Gates, p. .583, par. first 3 — —Orders 

trade to be resumed, on an aceoramodatiuii being effected, p. 58.3, par. 2 States the 

details of the discussions, and the appointment of new Hongs, p..581, par. 4, 5, 0— 

Gives encouragenMlbt to the new Ilongs, p. .584, par. 7 Points out the necessity of 

competition among them, p. 585, par. I) --— Augurs favourably of the augmentation of 

the 1 long, p. .58.5, par. 11— Resumes commerce, p, 58(), par. 14 Addresses the 

Viceroy for removing difficulties to the new appointments made in the Hoppo’s depart- 
ment, p. 587, par. 2 — 4 Describes the charaefer, circumstances, and connections of 

the new Hongs, p. .588, par. 7 — ^ Interferes for the benefit of fondgners, p. 581), 

par. 45 Addresses the Governor recommending the creation of more ITong Mer- 
chants, p. 500, par. 30. See Hong Merchants and State of Foreign Trade. 

Relates the proceedings of the C‘hinesc to check the Opium Trade, p. 591 — 59G- ■— 

Objects to the Company’s ships giving bonds, as required by the Chinese Government, 
p. 592, par, 40, 41, ; p. 593, par. 21, 22 Points out tlic extent of the evil if com- 

plied with, p. 593, par. 23, 25, 2(1— —Would be justified in resistance, p, 594, par, 27 

Remonstrates with the Viceroy, p. 594, par. 28 And obtains from him an 

exemption from the regulation, p. .595, par. 2, 3 Will consider it proper to recpiire 

opium ships to depart, p. 595, par, 18, 19 Notifies to the Bengal Government the 

intention of enforcing tlie restrictions of the Chinese authorities, p. 590, par. 8.3, 84, 

See Opium Trade. 

Contraband practices charged against the Sitpercar^cs ; (24.) Paper (E.) p. 572, 

Unjust imputations, p. 573, par. 24 — Threat of rescinding priiilege of communi- 
cating in Chinese language, p. 573, par. 2.5 Insinuations retracted, p. 573, par. 20. 

D, 

Daniell, Mr. ; Assists in forwarding the instructions relating to Lord Amherst’s Em- 
bassy, p. 508, par, 6. 

Death op a Chinese by Accident, on hoard the Country Ship Golconda, (25.) 

Paper (E.) p. 573. 

Accidental circumstances of the death, p. 573, par. 5 -'I’lie facts immediately 

communicated to the magistrates, p, 573, par. 6— Their inquiry ; admitted to have 

been casual, and the relations satisfied, p. 574, par. 20 Affair adjusted without 

difficulty, p. 574, par. 21 ; p. 574, par. G Inference in favour of a change in the 

Cliinese notions of responsibility of foreigners for accidental death, p. 575, par. 3. 

Death of Chinese b^jfM^reigners. A seaman of the Royal Charlotte accused of causing 

the death of a Chinese, but without any proof, p. 477, par .3, 5 Ships thdained in 

consequence, p. 477, par. 1 Danger of admitting that the man caused the death, 

unless satisfied of his guilt of murder, p. 480, par. 11 ; p. 482, par. 21—23 ; p. 482, 
par. 24, 25. 

Accidental death of a ChiniMic by an officer of the ship liOndoii, p. 544, par. 2 

The faneilll; quieted by gifts, p. 545, par. 7 The offender demanded by Chinese 

magistrates, p. 545, par. 9 Satisfied by a subterfuge, p. 547, par. 18. See 

Disemsions mth Canton Government, 1820-21. 

112 
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Two Chinese killed in an aifray with the crew of the Topaze, p. 458, par. Tlie 
men concerned demanded to be delivered up, p. .548, par. 5— dlesisted by the Com- 
mittee, as having no control over His Majesty's ships, p. 549, par. 3, 7 Plea of 

self-defence not admitted by Chinei^^w in cases of death of natives occasioned by 
foreigners, p. 555, par. 9 ; p. 556, pEn 3; p. 560, par. 4 ; p. 560, par. 6 ; p. 561, par. 
10 ■■■'■■Subterfuges proposed by the Chinese to avoid compromising tlieir authority, 
p. 554, par. 16 ; p. 56:1, par. 6.— See Suspension of Trade by the Chinese, 

Attempt to extort money, by the Chinese taking iidvantage of the law against homi- 
cide by f irei^ers, p. 566 ; p. 567, par. 6— A Chinese at the point of death brought 
to a ship's side, and pretended to have been killed by the crowi^p. 566, par. 2 — — 
Relatives confess the fraud, p. 5(56, par. 5 B ut slightly punished by the Govern- 
ment, p. .567, par. 3, .5:1, 54. See Extortion, 

Death of Foreigners by Chinese, Attack on the American ship Wabash, and murder 
of several of the crew ; and punished by the Chinese Government on representation to 
it, p. .543, par. 62. 

Death of Foreigners by Foreigners, A Portuguese seaman of the Stormont killed by 
a French seaman of the Success ; given up to the Chinese authorities by the French 
Consul, and executed ; no inquiries into the facts, or benefit of trial ; no allowance 
made for accidental death; the first instance of the kind, p. 457 Chinese Govern- 

ment claim jurisdiction of such cases, i>. 4()0-— 46.5— — Will not discriminate between 
intentional and accidental death, p. 467, par. 7. — See Mackenzie, 

DjcrjENTioiv of Ships by the CInnese ; (:1.) Paper (E.) p. 477. 

In consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman ; pretended identifi- 
cation of the offending seaman, p. 477, par. .3 Chinese propose that the ship shoidd 

sail, and the offender punished' oy the English law when discovered, p. 477, par. 5— 

Acceded to, but not ratified by the Viceroy, p. 478, par. 7 No port-clcaraiicecs 

(ibtained ; ships ordered to sail, p. 478, par. 9 Not opposed by Chinese, on promise 

of continuing the inquiry, p. 479, par. 2 Deruund for delivering up the man 

renewed in the following year, p. 479, par. 29S, 299 Explanation to the Court of 

Directors, p. 480, par. 11 ^Injustice of delivering up the man, being uncertain i>f 

his guilt, p. 480, par. 12 — ^ — As it would have been sending him to execution, p.481, 

par. 15 Evil of giving up an individual to an indefinite demand, p. 481, par. 18 

Kvd t»f adiiiitting the suspicion of any men, which woubl revive the discussion, p. 482, 
par. 21 — 25. 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p.5:30, par. 3. See Suspension of Trade. 

In consequence of deficiency in the Hong accounts, p. 47'-^. — —See Fire from Chi- 
nese Forts. 

Detention of Ships in consequence of the Hong Merchants refusing to satisfy 
extortionate DeMands of the Iloppon : (4.) Paper (E.) p. 482. 

Hong merchants refuse to pureha.se sing-songs,” i. e. clock-work, for the use of 

the Hoppo, p. 483, par. 290 Hongs request the importation, my be diBcontinueil, 

p 48:3, par. 291 Remonstrance to the Viceroy, p. 484, par.4l0r—— Resolution to 

dispatch ten ships without permission, p. 484, par. 13 Which induces the grant of 

permission, p. 484, par. 14.— — Grand Chops for sailing of the ships, p. 484, par 15. 

Directohs, Court op ,• State to the Committee at Canton that the resort of European 
Females cannot be sanctioned, ami represents the evt)» that might result^rom resis- 
tance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestic sacf||B|g> P* 445, 
par. 27. . , 

Considers the affray at Linton between the inhabitants and the craw of Ma- 
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jesty's ship Topaze the business of the two Government s, not of tlie Company, p, 504 » 
par. 6. 

Dfscossioiirs with the Canton Government, Season 1814-15; (13.) Paper (£.) p. 518 

Conduct of the Chinese Government ; Coti^iuttee direct ships to stop at Cfaumpee, 
p. 518, par. 1 — — Arises from His Majesty's mips remaining there, p. 519, par. 2 — •— 

American prize ships there, p. 51^1, par. 2, 3 Representations unfavourable /to His 

Majesty’s ships, p. 319, par. 1 Interested conduct of Pinqua, p. 519, par. 4— — 

An American brig arrives with a prize, Arabella, an English ship, and is taken to 

Macao, p. 519, par. 5 Refused admittance by Portuguese ; taken possession of by 

His Majesty’s snip Doris, p. 519, par. 6 ^Chinese Government deem it an Ame- 
rican ship, and a breach of neutrality, p. 519, par. 7 Native attendance at the 

Factory prohibited, p. 519, par. 8 More Europeans would bi>comc necessary, which 

would tend to disturbances, p. 519, par. 9 Supposed object of the pronibition, 

p. 520, par. 12 Refusal to receive representations in Chinese characters, p. .520, 

par. 14. 

Commercial intercourse suspended by the Committee,.]). 521* par. 5. But dif- 

ferences adjusted, p. 521, par 0. 

Differences renewed, p. 521, par. I— Seizure of a linguist for carrying u portrait 

of the Prince Regent to Pekin, p. 521, par 2 Address refused reception at the 

City Gates, par. 3 Committee order British to quit Clanton, and ships to lean* 

Whampoa, p. .522, par. 3 Good effects produced ; recapture of the Arabella 

allowed to be proper, p. 522, par. 5-— Differences to be dist'ussed by Sir Geo. 

Staunton, and a de|)utation from the Viceroy, p. 532, par, 6, 7. Broke off' by the 

Viceroy, and Sir Geo. Staunton joins the ships, p. 522, par. 10 Renewed at the 

request of the Hong Merchants, p. 523, par. 11 Diflerenct's adjusted, p. 523, 

par. 12— Cohong system partly carried into effect, p. 523, jiar. IG Measures of 

oppression checked for the present, p. 52.3, par. 17— — 3Vade proceedeil in, p. 524. 

par. 18 C’onduct of Sir Geo. Stiiaiiton highly appreciated, p. 524, par. 19 

Discussions terminated, p. 524, par. 2, 3. 

Grievances of Europeans, to be judged of, must be considered collectively, p. 521, 
par. 4 Conduct of Chinese Government influenced by ])ersons interested in Ame- 
rican trade, p. 525, par. 5 Attack by boats of the Doris on an American schooner 

censured, p. 525, par. 5— Grie\auces enumerated, p. .525, par. G Specious ccui- 

duct of the Chinese in discussions of complaints, p. 52G, par. H Imputes treason- 
able practices to the Committee with the accused linguist, p. .rJG, par. Right of 

addressing in Chinese language conceded, p. 528, par, 1 1 Prohibition of employ- 

ing natives iu the Factory, p. 52G, par. 12, 13— — Fees for boats passing the Bogue, 

p. 527, par. 14 Their seeming indifference to trade only pretended ; shown by 

tJieir anxiety to resume it when suspended, p. .527, par. 1.5 Intercourse with the 

Chinese put on a better footing by the discussion, p. .527, par. 16. 

Conduct of the Chinese Government towards the accused linguist, p. 528, par. lb 

Perversion of justice, p. .528, par 17,18, 19, 29, 30— His offence stated to be 

his connection with tlie English, p. 528, par. 31 Banished, p. 529, par. G Late 

insurrections falsely atK^uted to the Christians, p, 529, 'par. S Iniinicul dispo- 

. sition of the officflirs of golwrntnent, p. .530, par. 10 Necessity of firmness in resibt- 

ing unjust conduct, p. 530,^par. 12. 

DiecuaBiosa with the Canton Government, 1817-18; (16.) Paper (E.) p. 543. 

Several American Seamen killed by the Chinese, and their ship plundered ; and 
puiiishe^on the joint reprefintations of the United States* Consul and C’ommiltee, 
p. .543H|pir. 62--— Regulations of commerce with foreigners not English, p. 543, 
par. 63— Attempt to search foreign ships to be resisted, as being detrimental to the 
gensgstl interest of trade, p. 543, par. 64. 
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Di9CU88icnb with the Canton Government, 1820—21 ; (17.) Paper (E.) p. 544. 

A Chinese killed by a party from the ship Loudon going for water, in firing to 
intimidate several from annoying the seamen, p. 544, par. 2 — — A ball-cartridge used by 
mistake for a blank, p. 544, par. 4-p^Deceased*s family quieted by gifts, p. 545, 

par, 7 ^I'he offender demanded to’llir delivered up, p. 545, par. 9— —Absconded, 

p. 546, par. 10— The body of a man who had died by suicide substituted for the 
offender, p. 54(i, par. 15, 1(>— Inquiry made by the Chinese, who put up with the 
subterfuge, p. 547, par. 18 to 23 — -Attempt to revive the inquiry prevented by the 
Chinese autnorities, p. 547, par. 6 ; p, 548<par 7, 12. 

Doris, His Majesty’s Ship ; takes possession of an American prize, 519, par. 6 

Attack on the American schooner at Whampoa, p. 525, par. 5. 

Drummond, Captain, p. 566, par. 3, 4. 

4 ' 

E. 

Earl of^alcarras Ship; Attempts of Chinese to extort money, by leaving a dying 
man in its J|;)oat alongside, p. 5oG. 

Elpkhisione, Mr., when President, counteracts the endeavours of the Chinese to destroy 
competition, p. 507, par. 11. 

Embassies to the Chinese Government ; Recommended as likely to be advantageous to 
trade, p. 503, par. 17. 

Embassy under Lord Amherst: (9.) Paper (E.) p. 508. 

Communication to the local government, p. 508, par. 4— Arrangements for open- 
ing the mission, p. 608, par. 5— —Communication favdurably received, p. 508, par. 2 
Inconvenience arising from Captain Clavell’s name being included in the bond to wait 
an answer, p. 509, par. 4— Merchants object to Sir Geo. Staunton accompanying 
the embassy, p. 509, par. 5— Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7— —Anxiety at the 
delay of tlie ambassador’s arrival, p. 510, par. 10. 

Forbearance of the Committee pending, p. 531, par, 2, 4 ; p. 532, par, 6; p. 534, 
par. 21. 

Extortion of Money by some Chinese; (19.) Paper (E.) p. 566. 

Pretended death of a Chinese, p. 566, par. 2 A man in a dying state brought 

to thi^ side of the Balcarras, and placeci in her boat, p. 566, par. 3— Relations 
demand compensation, p. 566, par. 4— Confess that he died of disease, p. 566, 

par. 5 Liability to such impositions from the recent laws of China as to death 

occasioned by foreigners, p. 567, par. 6, 7— -Conduct of the Government, p. 567, 
par. 3— Trifling punishment of the offenders, p. 567, par. 53, 54. 

Extortions of the Hojipo, p. 482 Compels the Hong to purdiase clock-work for 

him, p. 483, par. 290. — -See Detention of Ships, 


P. 

Fatqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Fearon, Mr., Hanoverian Consul ; his name improperly introduced in the Chinese pro- 
ceedings respecting Mr. Mackenzie’s death, and intimidated to quit Canton, p. 441, 

par. 14 Was not concerned in the affray, as asserted by the Chinese authorities, 

p. 452. 

Females, Residence of, at Canton: Paper (A.) p. 407i^46. 

Proclamation of Chinese Governor, interdicting the bringing of women 

to Canton by foreign merchants ; tlie Hong merchants commanded to expel Ine women; 
their notification of the order, and requisition that the wotnen bo sent to 408 
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—Chop from Hoppo, with remarks on the practice of bringing women to Canton, ■ 

as contrary to law, p. 410. FKM \ f 

Address from the Select Committee, and British Merchants, and Commanders and 
Officers of ships, written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating against the interdictions, 

and complaining of the insulting accusations, p. 41 1 ^Viceroy threatens to send 

soldiers to remove the females by force, p. 414 Answer of the Select Committee 

the Viceroy’s demand about the three Parsees and the lady ; the Committee resolves 
to resist the admission of an armed force into the Factory to seize a British subject, 
p. 414— -—Communication from the Government that there was no intention of execUtr 
ing the threat of violence ; the preventing the residence of foreign ladies not of sufficient 
importance to employ force ; Committee determine not to withdraw their guard till 
some document is rcceivc<l from the Viceroy j p. 415. 

Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, in answer to the Committee’s Remonstrance ; 
foreign women first allowed to remain on ship-board, then to land at Macao; but 
cannot bo allowed to come to Canton; instances stated ; Mr. Baynes charged with 
opposing the prohibition, p. 415 Laws of interdiction of long standing; Hong mer- 

chants to see that they arc obeyed, and to remove the foreign women to Macao, p. 410 
—The IIoppo’s reply to the Remonstrance; laws of old standing, and to bo obeyed, 

p 417 The introduction of foreign slave- women always against tho law ; merchants 

can visit their families at Macao; heretofore foreign women not allowed to reside at 
Canton, p. 418— Edict from the Commandant at Canton, enjoining obedience to re- 
gnlations made to soothe and tranquillize ; merchants to keep quiet and attend to their 
merchandize, p. 419— -Address from the Committee requesting assurances from the 

Viceroy of retracting tho threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 4*2(> 

Hong merchants’ assurances a^nst molestation of any person resident in the Factory; 
edict of the Viceroy eomplaiinng of delay in giving up persons accused of murdering a 
Dutch captain, Mr. Mackenzie; and in bringing a foreign woman and a girl into the 
Factory ; threat of striding an armed force, but not necessary if the merchants are peni- 
tent ; complains of tho arming of the Factory, p. 421— Foreign merchants trading 
(piietly will be protected ; tho guns must be sent to the ships ; the women to Macao : if 
obstinate, tho commerce will be stopped, p. 422— —Remonstrance of the Committee 
against the prohibition of foreigners having their wives to reside with them; states that 
the practice has long existed; and points out tlie injustice of disallowing it, p. 423. 

Assurance of security from the Viceroy, p. 425 The military will not be moved to 

surround and expel them, since Baynes and others have become penitent, p, 425—— The 

guns required by the Governor to he sent away from the Factory, p. 426 Ordered 

away by the Board, p. 42(>. 

The Hoppo complains of being importuned by representations. Regulations made 

to prevent foreigners from falling into the net of the law, p. 427 ^Chinese can do 

without woollens and watches, but foreigners cannot do without tea and silk ; cannot 
show kindness, because the Chief has cut off the means ; the Chief and others must 
meditate on this and the past, that they may enjoy benevolent rule, p. 427. 

Report of transactions made to the Imperial Court ; represents that the English 
were alarmed by a false report of an intention to surround the Factory by military, 
and which caused them to place guns aiul guards; the military kept quiet guard, that 
the foreigners might not be befooled by wrong suspicions ; found, on inquiry that 
the guns were brought to the Factory in ignorance of tho law ; ordered aw^ay, and the 
foreign women to be removed, p. 428. 

Edict of Kwangchow Foo for removing the foreign women brought by Baynes and 
others to Canton, p. 431«Mri||pp7iceroy’s edict, renewing the orders for the removal of 
the ladM|||i>p. 432— —The Uommiltee refuse, referring to the promises formerly given 
for 110 iuRber annoyance, p. 432— The Hoppo’s edict, accusing Mr. Baynes of being 
the cause of the present nusiness ; that he falsely filled the Chair, and introduced 
foreign women, p. 432— ^Marjoribanks and others permitted to come to tho city for 
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removing Baynes from the Chiefship ; Baynes may be kept in safe custody till his 

FKM ALKS. punishment is determined on, p. 43o. 

Rcj)ly to the Hoppo’s odict^ denying that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the Chair, but 

properly succeeded Mr. Plowden, p.4^ Urges the propriety of allowing the wives 

of foreign residents to remain with thain ; Mr. Baynes armed the Factory for necessary 
self-defence ; British cliaractcr not to be intimidated by threats, p. 435. 

Edict from Governor Le ; English merchants have always obeyed regtdations, and 
never brought married or unmarried women to Canton, p. 435— When some were 
brought by mistake, sent back ; the trade was not stopped when Baynes brought 
wotiioii with him, because all should not be punished on account of one man ; now 
Baynes is gone. Committee to enforce observance of law ; husband and wife should 
not be separated at home, but it is ditrerent when they are abroad, p. 436. 

Reply from the Imperial Court of Pekin leaves a discretionary power to the officers 
of the Government to act according to circumstances, p. 43? ■Repetition of prohibi- 

tions of women coming to Canton ; considers the guns were brought up for defence 
against pirates ; old regulations to be enforced ; to be done with all good manage- 
ment, p. -^38. 

^Memorial to the Emperor from Tseong Keun King, &c., states that Baynes having 
introduced foreign women, armed tiie Factory under the false apprehension that sol- 
diers would surround it, p. 438 Baynes, on repentance, sent back the guns, and 

removed the women to Macao ; obstinacy of foreigners, particularly Baynes ; another 
Chief chosen in his place ; prohibitions must be observed , the barbarians must be 
kept in awe, p. 43‘,>. 

Order of Governor Le, for enforcing former regulations against the residence of 

foreign women, p. 43‘J If opposed, must be expelled by force, p. 440 Foreign 

women brought by Thornhill and Whiteman must be removed ; Hong merchants to see 
this obeyed, p. 410. 

Extract ot* letters from the Select Committee to the Court of Directors, detailing 
these proceedings ; malignant temper shewn by the Chinese Government in prohibiting 
the residence of European females ; threats of removing them by an armed force, 

p. 440, par. 9 Indignant feelings of the residents ; call on the Committee to join in 

remonstrating, p 440, j)ar. 10 Precautions taken for the defence of the Factory, 

p. 441, par. 11— In past seasons several ladies resident; Mrs. Baynes invited to 
Canton by Howqua, p. 441, par. 1 ' 2 — Reasons why the safety of the families of the 
members of the Factory recpiirc them to be resident, p, 441, par. 13— —Threats of the 
Government have bearings on the affray which occasioned Captain Mackenzie’s death, 

p. 441, par. 14 Concession would encourage tlie Chinese lo insist on searching the 

Factory, and seizing persons, p. 442, par. 1.5 A guard ordered into the Factory, 

p. 442, par. JG No appearance of the trade being disturbed, p. 442, par. 17, 

'■ —T he C’hinese restrained from attempting that mode of annoyance by tne pro- 
ceedings of last Season, p. 442, par. 18 Mere verbal assurances not sufficient 

to gi\e confidence of sjifety, p. 413, par. 57 Promises given that English ladles 

shoidd not be molested; and that the edicts were matters of form, p. 443, par. 58— — 

Order given for removing the guard in consequence, p. 443, par. 59, GO ^Viceroy’s 

reply that he will not admit the principle of moving the military to surround and 
expel ; and terminating the discussion, p. 444, par. 61. 

Proclamation of the Hoppo against Mr. Baynes, and interfering with the servants 

of the Company, p. 444, par. 9 Resistance necessary ; being an experiment how far 

the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 1 1— Imperial edict ordering things to be 

arranged with liberality, and managed with kindness 444 , par. 12 — ^-Evinces an 
amicable disposition ; induced by the rebellion in Tartly ; impressions oyipQceedings 
of last year ; favourable effect of firm opposition to encroachments, p. par. 13 

The subject of female residence acknowledged to be a trifling matter ; influence of 

the jealous feeling of the Hong on the conduct of Government, p., 445, par. 9— 7 — 
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INDEX 

Undue weight attached to the question^ p. 445, par. 10— Interchange of courtesies 

with the local authorities, p. 445, par. 6. poll (JHI. 

Extract of a letter from tlie Court of Directors to the Select Committee at Canton ; 
states that the resort of European females to Canton cannot be sanctioned ; great evils 
might result from resistance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestic 
sacrifice, p. 4 15, par. 27. 

Foreigners forbidden to use sedan-chairs in Canton, p. 408 to 446. 

Foreign Trade, Cyharges on: (12.) Paper (E.) p. 517. 

Contribution of the Hongs to the Emperor on his GOth year exceeds former gifts; 

will fall on the trade, p. 517. par. 16. 17, IH New imposts on the trade prohibited - 

by the Hoppo, p. 518, par. P.). 

Foreign Trade ; State of, and additional Hongs. Sec Hong Merchants. 

Fire from Chinese Forts, to be returned by Ships: Paper (D.) p . 472. 

Ships detained by Chinese, because of deficiency of the Hong’s accounts; ordered 
to sail, and to n»tiirn fire if fired on by the forts ; one ship fired at, which was returned ; 
another passes through the 13oguo, p. 472. Sec Aicesle. 


G. 

General Hewitt, Company*s Ship : (14.) Paper (E ) p. 530. 

Seizure and ill-iisago of the Coiiqinidore, under pretence that ho coiulucted Europeans 
to the city, p. 530, par. 1 ; p. 533, par. 13— Tortured and imprisoned, p. 534, 
par. M, 15 Released, p. 535, jiar. 8. 

Natives in the Company’s employ ill-treated by the Chinese, p 531, par. 2 Ship 

General Hewitt conveys presents coiuu'cted with Lord Amherst’s embassy to Tring 

Sing; detained under pretence of irregularity, ]>. 531. par. 3 Misunderstanding 

from a dillerent translation of a Chinese character, p. 531, par. 5 Refusal to 

receive address ; forbedrance of the Comniiltee on account of Lord Amherst’s embassy ; 
p. 532, par. 6; p. 531, jmr. 21— -'Tlie General Hewitt to move to Whampoa, and 

wait the arrival of the Ambassador, p. 532, par. S Refusal to receive the letter 

explaining the intention, p. 532, par. U DitficuU siluatiou of the ship; in case of 

violence*, ordered to return fire, p. 533, par. 10 — ■■ Letter delivered by a deputation 
at tlie C3ty Gates, p. 533, par. 11. 

General Hewitt allowed to load, but under conditions refused by the Committee, 

i). 535, par 22 Threat against persons in Company’s employ, j). 536, par. ‘J 

Loading the General Hewitt stopped, p. .536, par. 10 Port-clearance demanded. 

unless permitled to complete the ladings p, ,536, par. 11- — ■ Load on condition of 

waiting Lord Amherst's arrival, p. 537, par. 3 Chinese not to be trusted with 

translating communications, p. 53H, par. 5— Viceroy satisfied with Committee's 
reply ; vexatious interference of the merchants, p. 538, par. 6. 

a bankrupt Hong merchant; Discussions for the liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

Golconda, Ship ; Accidental death of a Chinese on board, by the recoil of a liawser, 
p. 573, par. 5.— See Deofi^ of a Chinese, 

Goqua : d^aracter of his Hong ; p. 506, par. 8. 

Grievances of Europeans, in carrying on trade, must be considered collectively; p. 524, 
par. 4— Remonstrance to Cliinese Government on several, presented at the City 
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^ Gates of Canton, p. 577, par. 52, 53, 54—-— Determination of the Committee to 

— IION. abstain from trade till grievances redressed, p. 5^0, par. 18 A memorial of, to the 

Emperor, p. 580, par. 20. 

H. 

Hu)g Tae ; The Name of Yen-ke-Tseang’s Hong, p. 588, par. 7. 

Homicide ; Chinese law as to, when occasioned by Foreigners. See Death* 

Hosg MERCHAJirs, Embarrassments of ; (7.) Paper (E.) p. 488. 

Arrangement of claims of European creditors, p. 488, par. 2 Application to 

Chinese Government would have been a pretext for impositions, p. 488, par. 3 

Chunqua desirous of being re-admitted to a siiarc in the Company’s business, p. 488, 
par. 10— ta— Allotment of biistness between the Hongs, p. 48y, par. 11, 12, 13 

^The debts will be liquidated from their profits ; but if under the arrangement 

of the Chinese government, will bo paid by the body of Hongs, and charged on the 
traide, p. 489, par. 14 Manner of contracting for tea, p. 489, par. 16 — —Hong mer- 
chants, 1806-7, insolvent, p. 489, par. 167 4'hc ruin of five expected, p. 490, par. 

169— Advantage to the Company to prevent this, p. 490, par, 170 -Moderatioii 

of the IIoppo Tc-fa-Zin, n. 4*K), par. 172— Meritorious conduct of private credi- 
tors, p. 490, par. 173 1 longs have now resources within themselves, p. 490, par. 174 

■ --Advance to merchants, and rate of interest charged, p. 491, par. 175 Bank- 

ruptcy of the merchants will occasion additional taxation, p. 491, par. 12— Debts by 

failure of the Hongs will fall on the European trade, jk 492, par, 68 State of the 

Company’s affairs in China, p. 492, par, 14 Suspending the trade to be the last 

resort, ji. 493, i)ar. 15 Difficulty of conducting a trade unprotected by the Chinese 

Government, p. 493, par. 16 Apprehension of Junior Merchants of the removal of 

those in debt by the Cliinese Government, p. 493, par. 38 ^Yheir debts would fall 

on the trade in the shape of diitie.s, p. 493, par. 41 ^Endeavours to protect them, 

p. 494, par. 8, 9, 10 Good effects therefrom, p. 494, par, 5— Disposition of the 

First Merchant in favour of the Jiiiiiurs, p. 495, par. 5, 6, 7 Unfavourable dispu- 

sitipu of the Viceroy towards them to be counteracted, p. 496, par, 12, 13 — — Fa- 

\ curable determination of Chinese Government, qi. 496, par. 25, 7 ^Their extri- 

Tation from embarrassment necessary to the Company’s interest, p. 497, par. 144— 
Project of the Governnient to remove them abandoned, when found contrary to its 

interest, p. 497, par. 1 17, 148 Imperial edict in their favour, p. 498, par. 11 — — 

AdvarK'es and endeavour to support their credit, p. 49.8, par. 12, 13, 14, 15 

Arrangements made in behalf of Chunqua’s creditors, j). 498, par. 21, 22, 23. 

See L ohong, 

Hong Merchants. State of Foreign Trade at Canton, and the Establishment of 
additional Hongs ; (27.) Paper (E.) p. 578. 

Application to remove embarrassments of trade, p. 578, par. 3— — Unfavourable 
reply, p. 578, par. 4f—— Importance of the object ; preferred to loading the ships, 

p. 578, par. 5 Imperial order for establishing new Hongs disregarded by the local 

authorities, p. 579, par. 7— Influence with the Chinese Government purely commer- 
cial, p. 579, par. 15 Has become a powerful instrument ; reasons for firinlv resist- 

ing the encroachments of Cliinese authorities, p. 579, par. 16, 17— -Determi- 
nation to abstain from trade till grievance redresse^^p. 580, par. 18, 19 ^Me- 

morial to the Emperor, p. 580, par. 20— Returned timoticcd, p. 581, imr. 30, 31 

Viceroy’s answer conciliatory, p. 581, par. 32 Its substance, p. Mp, par. 33 

Security of property in trading concerns hi^ly favourable in China, P. 581, 

par. 34— *— Favourable disposition of the Court of Pekin inferred, p. 582, par. 35— 39 
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-—Good effects from presenting addresses at the City Gates, p. 583, par. first 3 
———Hope of restoring tne number of Hongs, p, 5885 2 — Exhorbitant 

fees demanded for the appointment, p. 583, par. last 2 — — An accommodation 

effected, p. 583, par. 2, 3 Details of the discussion, p. 584, par. 2—5 — —One 

new Hong added, p. 584, par. G— Alleged difficulty of finding candidates ; new 

ones to be encouraged, p. 584, par. 7 Necessity of competition by new Hongs, 

p. 58), par. 9 Frauds in the bankruptcy of Manhop, p. 585, par. 10 Augmen- 

tation of the Hong favourable, p. 58.5, par. 11 — Favourable inference, p. 586, 

par. 12 Commerce resumed, p, 580, par. 14 Pun-suy-lan a candidate for a 

new Hong; obstacle from fees demanded, p. 586, par. 15 Obstacle removed, 

p. 587. par. 3— Pun-suy-laii appointed, with others, p. 587, paiv 5 Cliaracter, 

circumstances and connections of the new 1 longs, p. .588, par. 6—9 Security given 

independent of the old H^>ngs, p. .588, par. 1 1 ^These appointments will open com- 
petition, p. 589, yar. 12 Conduct towards the bankrupt Hong of Cbunaua, p. 589 , 

par. 13 Interference by the Committee for the benefit of foreigners aavances the 

Company’s interests, p. 589, par. 45 Addition of tWsO more Hongs, p. 590, par. 6 

— —Address for creating more, p. 590, par. 26— Advantage acknowledged by the 
Chinese, p. 590, par. 5 . 

11 art g Merchants, The characters of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8 , 9 ; p. 588, 
par. 6 — 9— Complain of frauds in contracts for tea, p. 515, par. 9 — —Join with 
the Committee in repressing them, p. 516, par. 11— Demand on them for a contri- 
bution to the Emperor on his 60th year, p, 517, par. 16, 17 Encourage exorbitant 

charges for boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571 , par. 1 19, 16; p. 572, par. 52 

Suspected of conniving at contraband trade in opium, p. 591, par. 38, 39 . 

Hong Merchants, Junior. Their ruin desired by the Chinese Government, p. 500, par. 

3, 7 ; p. 497 , par. 147 Would be injurious to trade, p. 502, par. 10 Suj)i)orted 

by tlie Committee, p. 494, par. 8—10; p. 497, par. 149 ; p. 498, par. 11, 12, 13. 

See Bankrypt Merchants, 

Hongs ; Names of, can never be changed ; but names of individuals constantly altered 
according to their caprice, p. ,588, par. 7. 

Hoiequa. His character as a llong merchant, p. 506, par. 8 Influence over foreign 

trade, p. .506, par. 9 Overrules the combination of American merchants, p. 506, 

par, 10. 


I. & J. 

Jameson Captain ; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton 
p. 533, par. 11, 12. 

Indefatigable, His Majesty's Shij) ; (6.) Paper (E.) p.487. 

First Lieutenant of, attacked and ill-treated while on shore, and a gun stolen by the 

Chinese, p.487, par. 298 Remonstrance to Government: complaint redressed, 

p. 488, par. 299. 

Innes, Captain John, Supplies a guard to the Factory, p. 469 His conduct approved. 


K. 

Kinqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 
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Lli\-MKT. L 

Lintin ; All’ray at, between the crew of theT^oze and Chinese, p. 548— See Death of 
Natives. Richardson. Suspension of Trade by Chinese. Topaze. 

London, Ship ; Aftray with the natives, p. 544. — See Discussions. 

Lyra Brig ; Accompanies His Majesty's Ship Alceste on Lord Amherst’s Embassy, 
p. 53y, par. 23 ; p. 542, par. 6. 


M. 

Macao Custom-house, Conduct of the People at ; (20.) Paper (E.) p, 568. 

Aggression of the people, p. ofjS, par. 47, 68 Representations to Government 

neglected, p. 568, par. 60 Abuses ostensibly removed, but tacitly allowed, p. 568, 

par. 72 Instances, p. 569, }>ar. 73 Smuggling falsely charged against comman- 
ders of ships, p. 569, par. 75 ^Exactions suppn>ssed, p. 569, par. 34. 

Mackenzie, Mr., Death of; Paper (B.) p. 447 to 468. 

Information of his death in an aftVay , p. 447 Accused persons arrested, p. 447 

Inquest of a jury, p. 448 Men liberated on conditions, p. 449 Agahi arrested on 

demand of the Viceroy, p. 449— Circumstances of the affray ; Captain Mackenzie* 
interferes in a quarrel about a locked door, and is wounded, p. 449-- Persons ac- 
cused committed to custody, ]>. 450 Depositions of witnesses, p. 450— Hong 

Merchants directed by (dnnese Governniont to make inquiry, p. 451 Chinese ma- 

gistrates claim jurisdiction, p. 452 — 461— Instances of the exercise of their authority, 

p. 452-461 C’ase stated by them of a seaman sfiven up by the French in 1780, ami 

put to death by the Chinese, p. 453, 454 Impiiries by Chinese magistrates, p 455. 

Select Committee consider the business, p. 456 Reasons for not allowing the 

interference of the Chinese, p. 45() Accused to bo sent to Bombay, p. 457-— 

Order for thsit purpose, p. 459 Account of the affair transmitted thither, p. 45H. 

Committee’s stateim'ut of the case of the seamen given up by the French, p. 457. 

The body of the deceased and the person of the accused (Icniunded by the Chinese 

Government, p. KVi Onlers inquest to be made, p. 4()2 Reply that the accused. 

was gone, and declining t(» disturb the body, p. 4())3 Viceroy insists on right of 

jurisdicti(»n, p. 464 Further demand for giving up the accused, p. 465— Reply, 

p. 46)6 Proposal by Chinese magistrates that the accused should be tried by the 

English under the superintendence of Chinese, p. 4()6. 

Explanation of the affair to the Court of Directors, p. 467, par. 4 Reasons for 

refusing to deliver up ihc accused, p. 467, par. 7 Usual routine of business not 

affected, p. 467, par. 8. 

Mackenzie, Mr., Death of. ('’aptain of a Dutch ship, p. 447 -Parseos implicated 

ill, demanded by the Chinese Government, p. 414 The affair mixed up with the 

motive for expelling Female Residents from Canton, p. 441, ]>ar, 14. 

Ma-tfjo-leang, a new Hong; the Hong’s name. Shun Tae, p. 58H, par. 9. 

Manhop, Hong ; Bankruptcy ; frauds of, p. 585, par. 10. 

Muicwcll, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Alceste. See Alceste. 

Metcalfe, Sir Theophilus. Assists in executing the instructions respecting Lord Am- 
herst’s embassy, p. 508, par. 6 Conveys Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter onrthc subject 

to Canton ; waives his privilege of being seated in the Viceroy’s presence, p. 508, par. 2. 
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Morrison, Dr. Address to Chinese authorities^ remonstrating against the prohibition ot‘ 

females residing at Canton, drawn up by him, p. 413— His assistance in adjusting tin* MOR — PRI. 

difficulties arising from an affray with crew of tnc ship London and some natives^ p. 545, 
par. 7‘~^His thorough knowledge of the Chinese language very advantageous, p. 546, 
par. 12. 

Mowqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Murder. See Death, 

N. 

Names of Persons, in China, constantly altered according to the caprice of the indivi- 
dual ; but names of Hongs can never ne changed, p. 588, par. 7. 


O. 

Opium Trade: (28.) Paper (E.) p. 591, 

Chinese threaten to check the trade, p. 591, par. 34— Pinqna deprived of his 

Hutton, p. 591. par. 3G Committee disinclined to interfere, p. .591, par. 37 

Proceedings of the Chinese government to suppress illicit tradiiig, at which the Hongs 

are suspected of conniving, j). 591, par. 38 ; p. 592, par. 39. 47 Bonds nMpiiretl of 

the Company's ships, p. 592, par. 40 ; p. .593, par. 21, 22 Object ionable, p. 592. 

par. 41 i3ut imputations on (he Company’s ships disa\owed, p. 592, par. 45— — 

Confiscation of cargoes of illicit ships, p. 592, par. 40 Bonds required of the Hongs 

for ships, against illicit trading in opium, p. 593, par. 1(3 — 20 Extent of evil if com- 

plied witli, j). 593, par. 23 ; p. 594, par.20 May become pretexts of injustice, p. .594, 

par. 25 Will justify opposition, j). .594, par. 27 Remonstrance to the Viceroy. 

p. .594, par. 28 Who persists, p. 594. par. 29 Who will make no di.stinction 

between the Company’s and other ships, ]>. 594, par. 1 On reconsideration, exempts 

them fnun the law, ji. 59.5, par. 2, .‘3 Private opium ships required to tlepart, 

]). .595, par. 18, 19 Company’s trade made responsible for the departure of private 

opium ships, p. 590, par. 81. 82 Notice to the Bengal government of the intention 

of the Committee to enforce the restrictions of the Cliinesc i’.uthorities, p. 596,*par. 
S3, 84. ^ 


P. 

Pigott, Mr., affray with the Chinese, p. 544, par. 4. 

Pinquu, the Second Hong Merchant, p. 496, par. 10 Endeavours to establish a (’oliong , 

p. 501, par. .5 Unfriendly to the English, and partiality to the Americans, p. 501, 

par. 6 ; p. .504, par. 7 — — Ilis influence dcrivcil from wealth, and obligations conferred 

on tile Junior Hongs, p. 505, par. 41 Will not coalesce with Chnnqiia, p. 506, 

par. 42 Interested to favour the Americans, p. 519, par. 3, 4- Deprived of his 

Button, p. 591, par. 36. 

Ponqua, a bankrupt Hong Merchant ; Discussions for liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

PniviLEQEB, Infringement of : (26.) Paper (E.) p. 575. 

Disposition to rescind established privileges ; disregard of representations, p. .575. 

par. 41- Address returned, with directions to the merchants to alter it, p. 575, par. 42 

——Disavowal of any alterations by the merchants, p. 575, par 43 Messenger of an 

address seized, p. 575, par. 44 Reply to it contiimeliously pasted on the walls, 

p. 576, par. 44. 
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Excursions on the water for amusement restricted, p. 576, par. 45 Abusive pro- 

damation issued, p. 576, par 46 Remonstrance on those grievances, p. 576, par 47— 

51 Refused to be received, p. 577, I>ar 52 Presented at the City Gates by a 

deputation and detachments of boats’ crews,. p. 577, par. 53 ^'Ihe expedient success- 
ful, p. 577, par. 54 Conciliatory conduct of Chinese, p. 577, par. 37. 

Property f Commercial; Security of^ in China, p. 581, par. 34. 


Pvan-kke-qua, the First Hong Merchant ; allotment of business to him, p. 495, par. 5— 
Good conduct, p. 495, par. 6 Assists the Junior Merchants, p. 495, par. 7 —Ad- 
dress and capacity, p. 491, par. 4 Checks the intrigues of Chunqua, p. 505, par. 10, 

11 His character as a Tlong Merchant, p. 506, par. 8. 

P unishment. Sec Cmi^ue. 

Pun-suy-lan. A candidate for a new Hong, p. 585, par. 8; p. 587, par. 15, 2, 3— 

Admitted, p. 587, par. 5 His Hong mimed Chong Wo, p. 58S, par. 8 Correct 

name Puan-wun-taou, p. 588, par. 8. 


R. 

Right of ^ddressinq the Canton Government ; (21.) Paper (E.) p. .570. 

The privilege allowed exclusively to the Committee, and of great importance, p. 570, 

par. 3 Satisfactory conduct of the Chinese officers, p. 570, par. 44. See Chinese 

Character and Language, 

Richardson, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Topaze, p. 548, par, 3— Affray between 

his crew and Chinese, in which two C3ilnese are killed, p. 548, par. 2 Writes to the 

Viceroy explaining the circunistanc(»s, and statiiig.lhat they shall be reported to his 

sovereign, p. 552, nar. 4, 5, 6 ; p. 557, jiar. 1 1 Not noticed by the Viceroy, 

p. 555, par. 8- ^llejects a subterfuge proposed by the Hong merchants, p. 554, par. 

16, 17 Writes again to the Viceroy, p. 5\y\, par. 18; p. 557, par. 8 — —Receives no 

reply, and sails, p. 556, par. 11 ; p. .5.56, par. 4. See Suspension of Trade by the 

Chinese. 

Roberts, Mr., connecte<l with the defaulting merchants Gnewqua and Ponqua ; advances 

them money, p. 485, par. 4, 7 Ordered to leave Canton by the Viceroy, p. 485, par. 

4^ 5 Prevented by the interference of the Committee, p. 486, par. 137, 138. See 

Suspension of Trade, 1. 


S. 

Sedan-Chairs used by Europeans ; Paper (A.) p. 408—446. 

Order of Governor Lo, prohibiting foreigners going about in Sedan-Chairs; a 
foreigner seen to go into the Factory seated in a chair contrary to order; inquiry to be 
made whether the Hong merchants have connived at the practice, p. 408— Foreigners 
to go to their boats on foot ; the Hong merchants to see the order observed, p. 409^— 
Resolution of Committee, prohibiting persons coming in Sedan-Chairs into the Fac- 
tory, p. 410— —Address written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating against the prohibition, 

p. 411, ^If foreigners sick in going to and from the Factory, not to ascend Shoulder- 

carriages, p. 416 Foreign merchants in former days did not use them ; overstep their 

station by using them now, p 417.— —Hitherto not used, therefore no hardship in 
walking, p. 419. 
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Edict from Iscuiig Kcun disallovviiigf the use of Sedan-Chairs^ p. 41 9 - -A ddrcss from — ^ 

Select Committee, remonstrating against the prohibitions, p. 420,— Imperial reply, SlU) — SCS 

repeating the prohibitions ; memorial from Chinese authorities to the Emperor on Uie 

use of Sedan Chairs by the merchants, p. 438 Order from Chinese Governor Le 

against the use, p. 439— Extract of letter to Court of Directors ; restrictions removed 
on Chinese being employed as Chair-bearers, p. 4 15, par, 6. 

Shoiildcr-Carria ges described, p. 418. See Sedan-Chairs, 

< ' 

Shun Tae ; The name of Ma-too-lcang’s Hong, p. 588, par. 9. 

SigiKffure, in attestation of affidavits, made by a coloured impression of the deponent's 
liuud, p. 571, par. *20. 

Smuggling, See Contraband Practices, 

Slaunton, Sir George, p. 402, par. 1)3 False imputations against him by Chuiiqua, 

p. 502, par. 11 His arrangements defeat Chuiupia’s intrigue for removing the Junior 

I lungs, p. 504, par. 8 Is persomJly attacked by Chunqua, p. 504, par. 9 Attached 

to Lord Amherst’s embassy, p. 508, par. (i— His iiccompaiiying (he embassy objected 

in by the Hong, p. 509, par 5 Supposed to arise because of his knowledge of the 

Chinese language, and of the procec»diiig*s of the local government, p. 510, par. 7 

His mission to Canton in 1814, p. 522, par. 7,H, 10, 11, 12 His conduct commended, 

p. 524, par. 19. 

Stormont, Ship; A Portuguese sailor belonging to, killed by a French seaman, p, 457. 

Success Galley ; a French seaman belonging to, having killed a seaman of the Stormont, 
is given up to the French Consul, and put to death by the Chinese, p. 457. 

S uspENSiON OF Trade : 

1. Bu the Committee, 

2. By the Chinese, 

1. By the Committee : 

In consequence of the Viceroy directing Mr. Roberts to quit Canton ; (5.) Paper 
(E.), p. 4S5. 

linputations against Mr. Roberts, as connected with Giiewqua’s and Ponqua's 

affairs, p. 4S5, par. 4. Required to leave Canton, p. 485, par. 5— Advanced 

money to the defaulting merchants, p. 485, par. 7— — Retraction of Chinese Govern- 
ment, p. 4<SG, par. 8 Commercial intercourse declined till the order for his removal 

is rescinded, p. 480, par. 137 Viceroy concedes, p. 480, par. 138— Business re- 
sumed, p. 480, par. 139 Other insolences chocked by this pn)cecdiiig, p. 487, par. 27. 

Ill consequence of the discussions, in 1814-15, respecting prohibition to employ 
natives, and the arrest of the linguist Ajeu, p. 519. 

Resolved on by the Committee to enforce the redress of ccRaiii grievances in respect 
to foreign trade, and the appointing of additional Hongs, p. 580, par. 18— Chinese 

conduct influenced by the fear of, p. 442, par. 18 ^To be resorted to only as a last 

measure, p. 493, par. 15 Is an evil felt by the Chinese Government, p.5l6, par. 13 j 

P* 553, par, 12— —No other way of influencing it, p. 503, par. 14— Suspended in 

1814, p. 522, par. .5 Apprehensions from suspension during the discussions about 

increasing the Hongs, p. 585, par. 10. 

In consequence of some Chinese being killed in an affray, at Lintin, with the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze; (18.) Paper (E.) p. 548. 
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Affray nith the inhabitants at Lintin^ p. 548, iMr. 2, 3— Injustice of making the 
Company answerable for the conduct of ICing’s snips, p 548, par. 3, 7— Trade sus- 
pended in consequence, p. 549, par. 6 Difficulty of adjusting the business, p, 549, 

par. 5—— Committee determine on resisting the Viceroy’s measures, and steps taken, 
p. 560, par. 6— —Treasure to be removed, p. 550, par. 7-10— Viceroy insists on the 

men being delivered up, p. 550, p. 2 Factory withdraw to the snips, with the 

treasure, 550, p, par. 3 — —Viceroy retracts his threats, p. 551, par. 4 ^But not his 

intention of renewing the discussion, p. 551, par. 5, 6— — Retiring from Canton per- 
severed in, p 550, par. 3; p. 551, par 6 A conference with C’aptain Kichlipon 

recommended, p. 551, par. 7 Viceroy insists on his demands; ships removed 

through Bocca Tigris, p. 552, par. 2; p'. 553, par. 9, 10, 11 Hong represents the 

Viceroy disposed to accommodation, and suggests a letter of explanation from Captain 

Richardson, p. 552, par. 4, 5 Writes, but no notice taken of it, p. 552, par. 0, 8 

Preparation made for a complete removal from Canton, p. .553, par. 13 Sen- 
sation on the Canton government, p. 554, par. 14 Ilong merchants propose a sub- 

terfuge, p. 554, par. 16— Could' not be acquiesced in by ('aptaiii Richardson, p. 5.54, 

par. 17— -A letter of explanation written by him to tlio Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18 

Which the merchants promise to deliver, p. 5.V1, par. 19, 20 Mandarins repair to 

the 'ropaze to make inquiry, p. 555, par. 3-7 Doubtiiil of success, p. 556, par. 8 

Plea of self-defence not admitted by Chinese law, p. .555, par. 9 ; p. 556, par. 3 

'.Imperial decision, p. 559, par. 1-5-— i-Captain Richardson resolves to saiL p. 556. 

par. 11 Sails, p, 556, par. 4 Representation to the English Government pro- 

iiiised, p. 557, par. 8, 9 — —As the ship has sailed, no further explanation can be given 

if demanded, p. 557, par. 11 Trade re-opened, and invitation to return .to Canton, 

p. 557, par. 12« ’ ; 

Discussions renewed by Viceroy, and the return of the accused seamen dcpianded, 
p. 5.58, par. 70*'7'3— — Committee deny having promised to return the men, p. 5()(), 

par. 6 Edict issued making the Chief of the Factory answerable for the conduct 

of King’s ships, p. 559, par. 1-3 ; p. 561, par. 11 Keinoiistrancu against the conduct 

and doctrines of the Chinese Governiiient as to homicides, p. 561, par. 10 Return 

of the accused seamen expected by the Chinese, p. 561, par. 3 Stoppage of trade 

thrcatciuid, p. .562, par. 4 Men again demanded on the arrival of the Bombay, 

p. 563, par. 2 (’onimittee .suspcMul the trade, p. .563, par. (>, 7 ^IVade 

resumed on the invitation of the lloppo, p, 563, par. 8- Factory return to Canton, 

p. 5()4, par. 10. 

Opinion of the Board of Control ; an affair between the Governments, and not with 

the Company, p. 5(54, par, 6 Expedients proposed by the Hongs to give a 

belief that the men had died on the voyage ; rejected by the Committee, p. 5(54, 
par. (5 T ho aff'air probably concluded, p. 5(55, par. 2, 3. 

2. By the ( Itincse : 

In consequence of disputes respecting the afii'ay at Lintin, with the crew of the 
Topaze, p, 548. 

Detention of ships in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman, 
p. 477. — -—See Detention of Ships. 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p. 530. See General Hewitt Ship. 

Ill consequence of the deficiency in the Hong’s accounts, p. 472.— See Fire from 

( hmese Forts, 

In consequence of the Hongs refusing to comply with extortionate demands of the 
lloppo, p. 4S2. See Detention of Ships. 
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Tba Contracts, Frauds in: (11.) Paper (E.) p. 515. 

Hoiig^ merchants resolve to complain to the Governmcntj p. 515, par.^ Pro- 
verbial dishonesty of the dealers, p. 515, par. 10 Committee join in representations 

to the Viceroy, p. 516, par. 11, 12, 13— -Favourably received*, p. 516, par. 14 

Edict for their punishment, p. 517, pcir. 57. 

Merciiants, Combination of; (10.) Paper (E.) p. 511. 

Hong merchants to be assisted in prev^enting, p. 511, par. 10 Tea merchants 

refuse to allow appreciation and reduction Ju price, p. 511, par. 11— Resistance 
necessary, though at present loss, p. 511, par. 12— Persist in their demands, p. 512, 

par. 29— Plan of resistance, p. 512, par- 30, 31 Prices, p. 512, par. 32 Terms 

proposed to the chief tea merchants, and refused, p. 513, par. 33, .34, 35, 36 

Proposal to the poorer tea merchants, p. 513, par. 37 — ■ j Which is likely to 

succeed, p. 514, par. 46 Combination dissolved, p, 614, par. .3- Magistrates 

denounce punishment against combinations, p. 515, par* 6. 

Ten Merchants ; Manner of contracting with them, p. 489, par. 15. 


Thornhill, Mr. ; Resides with his wifaat Canton; forbidden by tho Chinese Government 
p. 431, 436. 

Topaze, His Majesty’s ship; aft ray with the crew and Chinese, in which two Ctiino^e 
are killed, p. .M8. Sec Suspension of Trade* 

Tn-dDB, jBi;jiTHJSivs ojv: (2.) Paper (E.) p. 476. * -i' # * 

Representations to the Viceroy unattended to, p. 476, par. 188 Requested to 

be communicated to the Emperor, p. 476, par. 91— ^Unfavourable answer, p. 477 
par. 121, 122. 

Trade. Difficulty of conducting it, unprotected by the Chiue.so Government, p. 493, 

par. 16 Liable to be interrupted by the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. 16; 

p. .520, par. 13— —Would be benefitted by frequent embassies to the Chinese Go\crn- 
ment, p. .503, par. 17. 


Trade. See Foreign Trade* 


U. 


Urmston, Mr., p. .538, par. 6. 


W. 

Wabash, American ship, attacked by a party of Chinese ; several seamen killed, and ship 
plundered ; offenders punished, p. 543, par. 62. 

Walker, Captain, Attack on him in Canton: (23.) in Paper (E.) p. 572. 

Assaulted in the street ; complaint to Government; offenders punished ; disorderly 
spirit-shop suppressed, p, 572, par. 4. 


4L 
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Water Rstcursinns^ for the ainiiscmont of the Europeans, forbiildeii by the Chinese autho- 
rities, p. 57<b pa**. *45. 

Whiteman^ Mr., a mercliant, resides witli his wife at Canton, forbidden by the Cliineso 

Government^ p. 481, 43‘2, 436. 

* • 


Y. 


i en-ke-Tseangy a new Hong ; his Hong’s name Iling Tae, p. 588, par. 7- 
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THIRD APPENDIX 


EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL COMMERCE OF BENGAL, 
MADRAS, AND BOMBAY. 


( 1 .) 

REPORT ON THE EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL COMMERCE 

OF BENGAL, 

For the Year 18*28-5^9, that is, from 1 May 1828 to 30 April 1829. 


1. The Statement that follows exhibits the Gross Amount of the External Commerce 
of Bengal, for the Year 1828-29, at sicca rupees 8,91,40/258 ; or in British currency, at 
the exchan«c it has hitherto been usual to assume, at ^11,142,532 sterling: of this 
aggregate, Imports comprehend sicca rupees 3,70,95,100 j and Exports, sicca rupees 
5,20,45,152 ; subdivideil as under: 

Imports : 

<5 Kb o Honourable Company's .. .. S. Rs. 18,85,900 

!». K8. 3,7 o.95.>oo Private-Trade 3,52,09,906 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

lo^orts and 
Exports. 


Exports : 

<5 Kb k on iir ICO / account of the Honourable Company. . S. Rs. 1,66,71,594 
a. lis. 5 , 90 , 45,162 Private-Trade 3,53,73,558 


S. Rs. 8,91,40,258 : 


4 N 


as expressed in the following : viz. 
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EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Imports and 
Exports. 





Private- Trade. 

Hon. Company's 

TOTAL. 




Trade. 

Imports : 

Merchandize 

Treasure . . 

• • • • • • • 

•• 

3,00,40,816 

51,68,390 

1 , 51 , 9*6 

17.33,984 

3.01,92,732 

69,02,374 


Total .. 

S. Rs. 

3.52.09,206 

18,85,900 

3,70,95,106 

Exports 

Merchandize 
Treasure . . 



•• 

3,39.10,365 

14.63.193 

1,63,71,594 

3,00,000 

5,02,81,959 

17,63,193 


Total . . 

S. Rs. 

3,53.73.558 

1,66,71,594 

5,20,45,152 


Grand Total . . 

S. Rs. 

7,05,82,764 

1,85.57,494 

8,91,40,258 


£. Sterling 

• ♦ 

8,824,845 

2,319,687 

11,142,532 


2. The result of the year compared with that of the preceding was a gross decrease in 
value of sicca rupees l,70,67,(X)y ; being, upon Imports, si^jea rupees 51,04,070; and on 
Exports, sicca rupees 1,19,62,939, as more particularly shown in the following State- 
ment : 


I 

private-trade. 

II. 

C. TRADE. 

GRAND 

TOTAL. 

Increase. 

1 

1827-28 ; 
Imports . . 
Exports . . 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL, ^ 

1 

Merchandize. | 

Treasure. 

TOTAL 

S. Us. 

i9»25»2io 

2,39,91i396 

S. Rh. 

2,76,49,255 

3.89,94,428 

S. Rs. 

1,26,24,711 

10,22,267 

i 

8. R.. 

4,02,73,966 

4,00,16,695 

8,02,90,661 

S. R.. , 

3,48,312 ' 
2,05,32,676 1 

S. Ra. 
15,76,898 
34,58,720 

S. Rs. 

4,21,99,176 

6,40,08,091 


Total 

6,66,43,683 

1,36,46,978 

2,08,80,988 

50,35,618 

2 , 59 d 6 »bo 6 

10,62,07,267 

1828-29: j 









Imports . . 

3,00,40,816 

51.68,390 

3,52,09,206 

1 1,51,916 

17,33,984 

18,85,900 

3,70,95,106 


Exports . . 

3,39,10,365 

14,63,193 

3,53,73,558 

1 1,63,71,594 ; 

1 

3,00,000 

*,66,71,594 

5,2045,152 


Total : j 

6,39,61,181 

66,31,583 

7,05,82,764 

1.65,23,510 

20,33,984 

1,85,57,494 

8,9140,258 


Increase .. ^ 

A. 




i __ 

1 

- 




Decrease . . 

j 26,92,502 

7 o,i 5»395 

97,07,897 

43,57,478 , 

1 

30,01,634 

73,59,112 

1,70,67,009 



Decrease in External Commerce of 1828-29 1170 , 67,009 


1 ,70*07 ,009 Decrease. 
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3 , ITiis Statement, separated into the two Trades of the Commerce of Efengal, shows 
the Honourable Company’s at the comparative decrease of sicca rupees 73 ^ 59 , 112 } and 
the Private, of sicca rupees 97 , 07 , 897 . 


Honourable Company’s Trade: 

Import Merchandize decrease 1,96,396 

Export .. ditto .. ditto 41,61,082 

Total .. S. Rs. 43 i57478 

Export Treasure decrease 31 >58,720 

Import Treasure increase i>57>o86 

Decrease in Treasure . . -- 30,01,634 


Net Decrease in the Honourable Company’s External Trade -- 


Private Trade: 


Export Merchandize decrease 
Import . . ditto . . increase 


.. 50,84,063 
.. 23»91»56i 


Import Treasure decrease 
Export . . ditto increase 


74,56,321 

4,40,926 


Net Decrease in Private Trade 


26,92,502 


70,15,395 


Net Decrease in External Commerce of 1828-29 S. Rs. 


73,59»ii2 


_ 97,07,897 

1,70,67,009 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


Bengal. 

Imports and 
Exports, 


4 . The fluctualion that may be particularly noticed is in 7 Veasuro ; the decrease in the 
value of which forms the? ])rincipal part of the comparative deficiency of the year 1828 - 29 . 

5 . The follow’ino- adords an abstract view of the Commerce of JIen»-al, ft*orn tin* year 

1820 - 21 , comprehending^* a period of nine years. The Avc*rage of this Statement ^»ives 
the annual value of Imports at sicca rupees 4 , 10 . 11,400 ; and of Exports at sicca rupees 
5 , 94 , 51 , 084 . ^ 


I M r 0 U T s. 


EXTORT S. 

YEARS. 

Morcliaiidize. 

Tivnsiire. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

1820- 21 

1821- 22 .. 

1822- 23 .. 

1823- 24 .. 

1824- 25 .. 

1825- 26 .. 

1826- 27 . . 

1827- 28 .. 

1828- 29 .. 

a,!24,4.<;,iG3 

2 , 68 , 60,535 

2.61,98,443 

2,86,55,916 

2,14.98.729 

2,17.60,679 

2.79.97,567 

3,01,92,732 

2,40,71,335 

2,21,49,437 

1,72,89,382 

1,31,69,214 

1,21,42,271 

1,50,58,005 

1,26,00,153 

1,42,01,609 

69.02,374 

4,65,16,498 

4,80,53.036 

4,41,55,917 

3,93,67,657 

; 4,07,98,187 

3,65,56,734 

j 3,43,60,832 
j 4,21,99,176 

1 3.70,95,106 

5.68,03,248 

5,35,53,123 

6,18,51,480 
5,05,45,292 
5,26,16,355 
! 5,66,39,922 
' 5,12,26,319 

5,95.27.104 

5,09,81,959 

12,29.363 

1.23.96,395 

51 , 51 , 9()6 

1 . 22 . 53,039 

34.91,676 

1,38,704 

11,15,032 

44,80,987 

17.63,193 

5,80,32,61 1 
6 .. 59 , 49 . 5 i 8 
6,70,03,446 
6,27,98,331 
5,61,08,031 
5,67,78,626 
5,23.41,351 

6,40,08,091 

.5,20,45,152 

Total of 9 years, \ 
S. Rs. J 

23,15,19.363 

* 13,75.83.780 

1 

36,91,03,143 49,30,44,802 , 

4 , 20 , 90,355 

53,50,65,157 

Average per Tear 

2,57,24.374 

1,52,87,086 

4,10,11,450 

5,47,82,755 

46,68,929 

6,94,51.684 
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6. The gross value of Bullion or Treasure, imported in the year 18*i8-29, amounted 
to sicca rupees 09,02,374; of which the Honourable Company’s was sicca rupees 
17,33,984; and Private Importations, sicca rupees 51,08,390; and which, compared 
with the result of the previous year^ gives a decreJise of sicca rupees 7*2,99,235 ; compre- 
hend(*d in an increase of sicca rupees l,57j98ri in the Honourable Company’s Importa- 
tions, and a decrease in that of the Privjite I’rade of sicca rupees 74,56,321. 

7. The Statement that follows shows, that the fluctuations in the Importation of Bullion 
have attached chiefly to those Ports of our External Commerce from which our supplies 
t)f it were hitherto principally drawn, namely, from Portugal and the Brazils, from which 
there were no receipts in the year under notice. The supply from France fell short of 
the valued importation of the previous year, sicca rupees 4,34,730 ; from America, sicca 
rupees 1,53,228 ; from the Coast of Sumatra, sicai rupees 34,961 ; from New South 
Wales, by the absence of importation, sicca rupees 69,083 ; from the Arabian and Per- 
sian Gulf, sicca rupees 5,75,941 ; from Ja\a, sicca rupees 4,70,510 ; from Pegue, sicca 
rupees 2,9(>.l07 ; from the Mauritius, sicca rupees 27,250; and from China, sicca 
rupees 50,37.720. The increase to counterbalance the catalogue of deficiencies is noticed 
in a partial augmentation of the value of bullion imported on account of the Honourable 
Company from the United Kingdom; in the receipts from the South-western Coast of 
South America ; from the Coasts of Coromandel and Malabar ; from Penang and East- 
ward ; from Manilla, and from the Cape of Good Hope. 


Bullion and Treasure Imports by Sea. 




1827-28. 

1828-29. 



H. c. Trade. 

Private Trade. 

H. C. Trade. 

Private Trade. 

United Kingdom 




73,620 

2,46,414 

1,687 

France 

• • • • 

— 

9, 28, ,546 

— 

4,93.816 

Portugal 


— 

I, >0,925 

— 


America 


— 

17,21,217 

— 

15,67,989 

Brazils 


— 

10,75,000 

— 

— 

South America 

• • • • 

— 

20,250 

— 

2,10,645 

Coast of Coromandel. . 

• • w • 

— 

61,877 


1,31,561 

Coast of Malabar 

• • * * 

— 

150 


1>12,287 

Coast of Sumatra 

• • « # 

— 

34,961 

— 


New South Wales . . 

• • • • 

— 

69.083 

— 


Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

• • • • 

— 

8,60,241 

— 

2,84,300 

Penang and Eastward 


— 

1,68,823 

— 

4,93,533' 

Java 


— 

4.86,338 

— 

15,828 

Manilla 

1 

•• •"! 

— 

>4,549 

— 

34,750 

China . . 

.. 

— 

64,18,027 

— 

13.80,307 

Pegue 


»5,76,898 

5,47,354 

14,87,570 

3,40,575 

Mauritius 

• • • • 

— 

33,750 

... 

6,500 

Cape of Good Hope.. 

• • • • 

— 


— 

4,61a 

Total . . 

8. Rs. 

>5,76,898 

1,26,24,711 

17.33,984 

51,68,390 

Deduct . . 1 

— 

51,68,390 

15,76,898 

— 

Net 

S. Rb,| 


74,56,321 

1,67,086 

— 
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Decrease in Private Treasure 74 , 56,331 

Deduct in Honourable Company’s Treasure 1 , 57,086 

Net Decrease in . . S. Rs. 72 , 99,235 

8 . Of Merchiiiulize the gross value of Imports was sicca nipeos 3,01,92,732; of which 
the Honourable Company’s cargoes amounted to sicca rupees 1,51,910, and the Private 
Trade, sicca rupees 3,00,*l(),8lf), being an improvement of sicca rupees 21,95,105. Com- 
pared with the importations of the previous or year 1827 -" 28 , there was an increase of 
sicca rupees 23,91,501 on the value of tlip Private Trade, and a decrease of sicca rupees 
1,90,390 on that of the Honourable C’ompany. 

9. The aggregate of Exports during the year wider consideration was sicca rupcc.s 
5,20,45,152, which, compared with tlie preceding year 1827-28, shows a decrease of 
sicca rupees 1,19,02,939. 

10 . 'The exportation of Bullion or ’IVeasure, in the year 1828-29, amounted to sicca 
rupees 17.03,193, which, compared with that of the previous year, makes a deficiency of 
sicca rupees 27,17,791. 

11. The exportation of Bullion on Private TVade amounted to sicca rupees 14,03,193, 
and on account of the Ifonourable Company to sicca rupees 3 , 00 , 000 , the former at a 
comparative increase of sicca rupees 4,40,920, the latter at sicca rupees 31,58,720 less 
than the shijimeiits of 1827 - 28 . 

12. Exportation of Bullion on account of the Honourable Company, in the year 
1828-29, appears to have been only, to Penang and Eastward, to the extent of sicca 
rupees 3 , 00 , 000 ; the value of Treasure shipped on Private account, to the United King- 
dom, was sicca rupees 12,41,443, being a surplus on the exports to the same place, and 
in the same account, of the year 1827 - 28 , sicca rupees 5,34,164. 

13. The increased shipment of bullion to Great Britain was superinduced by the pre- 
carious out-turn of produce in the English markets, and the failure of funds from this 
cause in England, which narrowed the amounts of drafts on Europe from this country. 
The course of the exchange of bills on London, during the year, was at \s, lO^d. the 
sicca rupee ; and rupees on shipment yielded in London a remittance of nearly 2s. the 
rupee. 

14. The difference between the value of Treasure imported and exported in 1828-29 
is sicca rupees 51,39,181, the former surplus of the latter. 
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Bullion exported. 
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Bullion or Treasure Exports by Sea. 


( 1 .) 

Bengal. 

Bullion exported. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


H. C. lYade. 

1 Private Trade. ' H. C. Trade. 

' 

Private lYade. 

United Kingdom 

34,58,720 

7,06,979 

— 

1241,443 

France . . 

— 

13.500 

— 

— 

New South Wales 


2,250 

— - 

— 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

— 

1 , 01.3 

— 

— 

Penang and Eastward . . 

— 

— 

3,00,000 

2,250 

China . . 

— 

81,775 

— - 

— - 

Mauritius 

— 

2,16,750 


2,19,500 


34,58,720 

10,22,267 

3,00,000 

H.63,193 

Deduct 

3,00,000 

— 

— 

10,22,267 

Net Sicca Rupees . . . . 1 

31,58,720 

— 

_ i 

4,40,926 


Decrease in Honourable Company's Treasure 
Deduct Increase on Private ditto 


S. Rs. 31,58,720 
4>4o,926 


Net Decrease in Sicca Rupees 


‘‘27>i7,794 


15 . The gross value of merchandize exported in 182 S- 2 U\vas sicca rupees, 5 , 02 , 81 , 059 ; 
which, compared with the amount of the previous y(‘ar, is a deficit of sicca rupees 
92 , 45 , 145 , 

16 . Of the aggregate of merchandize imported in the year under notice, the Honourable 
Company’s trade involved sicca rupees 1 , 63 , 71 , 594 ; and the Private, sicca rupees 
3 , 39 , 10 , 36 :); both comparatively less than tlie value of shipments in 1 S 27 - 28 ; the 
former, sicca rupees 41 , 61,082 ; and the latter, sicca rupee's . 50 ,S 1 , 0 () 3 . 

Indigo. 17. The quantity of this article imported from the interior, during the season of 

1828 - 29 , w^as F. rnaumls 98 , 009 , which, compared witli the preceding year 1827 - 28 , 
exhibits a deficiency of F. maunds 53 , 690 : the average of the last four years gives the 
annual importation at F. maunds 121 , 4834 .* 


• Statement of Four Yeans’ Produce . 

1825-26 F. IVIaunda 

182«-27 — 

1827-28 — 

1828-29 - 


Total F. Maunds . . . . 1<,86,9S4 


Average per Year, F. Maunds . . .. 1,21,4634 


1,36,546 

79,();8 

1 , 51,699 

98,009 
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18. The amount quantity of exportation, in the year under notice, was F. maunds 
102,414; which, compared with the preceding year, is short by F. maunds 44,195. 
The exports of the year, compared with its imports, show surplus of F. maunds 4,405 ; 
but this may be accounted for by parts of the imports of one year entering into the 
exports of another. 

19. The quantity of Indigo purchased, in the year under notice, on account of the 
Honourable Company, amounted to F. maunds 11,159, and in value to sicca rupees 
30,66,877; being F. maunds 15,407, and sicca rupees 41,00,458, less than the provision 
for tlie year 1827-28. The prices paid by the Honourable Company, for the supply of 
1828-29, average sicca rupees 274. 13. 4, which we find to have been sicca rupees 5. 0. 8. 
per maund below those of the preceding year. 

20. I'he following Statement exhibits the details of the exportation ; the eflect of the 
comparative short crop, of course, chiefly artected our arrangements with Great Britain , 
to which the yearly surplus produce is transmitted ; the range' of speculation from hence 
to other ports is very limited. 

Indigo Exported by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1 

1828 - 29 . 


1 

Fuctory Maunds 

! 

Value. 

1 

Factory Maunds 

1 

Value. 

Honourable C. Trade . . 

1 

26,566 

VO 

n 

S 

11,159 

30.66,877 

Private Ditto 

83.825 

83,82,258 

63.737 

63.73.795 

United Kingdom 

1.10,391 

1,55,49.593 

74.896 

94.40,672 

Franco , . , . . . . . . , 

22,187 

22,18,756 

19,067 

19.06,709 

Sweden . . 

355 

35.503 

345 

34,513 

Portugal 

144 

14,428 

— 

— 

America 

8.487 

8,48,779 

, 4.759 

4.75.899 

Brazils . . 

— 

— 

176 

17.603 

Coast of Malabar 

177 

17.704 

102 

10,286 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

4,64 a 

4.64.197 

3.062 

3,06,285 

Penang and Eastward . . 

1 9 

888 

7 

675 

China 

97 

9.726 


— 

Pegue . . 

8 

793 

— 

— 

Mauritius . . , . . . , . | 

112 

11.339 

— 

— 


1,46,609 

1,91.71,606 

1,02,414 

1,21,92,642 

Deduct 

1,02,414 

1,21,92,642 , 






Less in 1828-28 

44»195 

69.78,964 
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1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

— 

Factory 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

Factory 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

H. C. Trade . . j 

26,566 

71.67.35 

269. 12. 8. 

11,159 

30,66,877 

274 - 13 - 4 - 

Private Ditto . . 

j 120,043 

1,20,04,271 

100. 0 0 

91,255 

91,25,765 

XOO. 0 0 


‘21. Proportioned to the shortness of the crop was its exportation to the United King- 
dom. It seems to have been F. maunds less than the q\iantity shipped in the 

preceding year ; of which, as already noticed, the Honourable Company’s investments 
partook of F. maunds 15,407, and the Private Trade, F. maunds 20,088 ; the provision 
for France was F. maunds 3,120 less than that of 1827-28; of America, or the United 
States, F. maunds 3,728 ; and the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, F. maunds 1,.5S0, Of the 
minor traders in the article of Indigo, Sweden is found at 10 F. maunds less than the 
quantity of the preceding year ; Portugal, from the absence of shipments, F. maunds 
144 ; the Coast of Malabar, F. maunds 75 ; Penang and Eastward, F. maunds 2 ; and 
from there having been no shipments made to C’hina, Pegue, and the Mauritius, the com- 
parative deficiency in their aggregate is F. maunds 217. The Brazils called for a supply 
of F. maunds 176, and, owing to no shipment having been made there in the previous 
year, stainls as a solitary instance of increase in the year 182S-29. 

22. There is occasionally an importation also by sea of the article ; but of course to a 
very limited extent. Whatever is brought here becomes subsec^uently mixed uji again 
with our exports. The following is a Comparative Statement of the Imports of Foreign 
Indigo during the years 1827-28 and 1828-29. 'Fhe importation from the Mauritus con- 
sisted of Indigo, sent for sale from hence, and afterwards brought back to this Port. 


Indigo- Imports by Sea. 


1 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Maunds. 

Value. j 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Coast of Coromandel 

61 

6,891 

209 

20,902 

Coast of Malabar . . 

1 

i 

115 

11,530 

Pegue 

12 

1,205 

3 

289 

Mauritius 

— 

— 

16 

1,607 



8,096 

343 

34,328 


Deduct 


73 

8,096 

Excess in 1828-29 

. a . . 

270 

26,232 
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23 . Wc subjoin a Statement showing the Imports, from the Interior, of Indigo, for the 
last nine years, and fear, from review of it, that this branch, the most important of oiir 
trade, is carried a great deal too far, and beyond the action of real capital, so that an} 
great reduction in the price here, or in Europe, must be productive of serious conse- 
quences to such as are engaged in it. 


1820- 21 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 


F. Mauiids. 

7^,254 
92,848 
1 12,Go6 
80,315 
110,227 
156,548 

15**699 

98,009 


F. Maunds .. 958,184 


24 . The Importation of Raw Silk from the Interior, in the year 1828 - 2 *.), amounted to 
B. maunds 24 , 528 , value sicca rupees 1 , 01 , 21 , . 577 ; being B. maunds 7 , 208 , value sicca 
rupees 23 ,‘ 42 , 3 () 7 , above the transactions of the preceding year. 

25 . The (|uaiitity exported amounted to li maunds 19 , 968 , value sicca rupees 
95,61,172, which, compared with the shipments of the previous year, sho><s an increase 
of B. maunds ‘ 4 , 732 , value sicca rupees 10 , 07 , 1 ^. 5 , as per following statement: 


Raw Silk Exports by Sea. 


j 1827 - 28 . 

1 

1828 - 29 . 


1 

1 

I B. Mtiunds. 

1 

Value. 

B. Maunds. | 

Value. 

H.C. Trade 

I'rivate ditto 

12.538 

1.139 

78.63,080 

3.15.593 

13.609 . 

5,114 

78,39,654 

14.09,170 

United Kingdom 

Coast of Coromandel 

Coast of Malabar . . 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 
Mauritius 

..1 13.677 

685 

• . 766 

43 

65 

81,78,672 

1.83,917 

1,70,867 

2,800 

17.731 

18,723 

779 

465 

1 i 

92.48,824 

2,06,774 

1.05.277 

297 


i 15.236 

1 

85 53.987 

19.968 j 

95.61,172 


Deduct 


15.236 i 

85.53.987 


Excess in 18281-29 

.. 

4.732 

10.07.185 


4 O 
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1827-28. 

1828-29. 


Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

H.C. Trade 

Private Individuals 

13,583 

3,653 

78,63,080 

6,90,907 

15 . 9 . 11 . 

6. 8. 2. 

13,609 

6,359 

78,39,654 

17 , 91,518 

14 * 6 5 * 

6. 12. 


26. The comparison of the year 1828-29, with the preceding-, shows in our shipments 
to Great Britain an increase of B. maunds 5,046, value sicca rupees 10,70,152 ; made up 
by an excess in the Honourable Company’s Investments of B. maunds 1,07 J ; but a 
reduction in value of sicca rupees 23,426, and an augmentation in the Private Trade of 
B. maunds 3,075, value sicca rupees 10,93,578. In the exportations to the Coast of Co- 
romandel, there was an excess of B. maunds 94, value sicca rupees 22,857. 

27- A comparative deficiency occurred in the following cases : in our shipments to the 
Coast of JVIalabar of B. maunds 301, value sicca rupees 65,590 ; to the Arabian and 
Persian Gulfs of B. maunds 42, value sicca rupees 2,503 ; and to the Mauritius, from the 
absence of exportation, of B. maunds 65, value sicca rupees 17,731. 

28. In the year under consideration there was no shipment of raw silk to France, nor 
to Ceylon, nor Pegue, and only one niaund was consigned to the Arabian and Persian 
Gulfs. 

29. The Honourable Company's investment, for the year 1828-29, was laid in at a 
valuation of sicca rupees 14. 6 5. per seer, being sicca rupees 1. 3. 6 , per seer below the 
purchases of the previous year. Tliis will account for the deficiency of value on the 
augmented exportation noticed above. The Private provision appears to have been 
effected at an average price of sicca rupees 12. 15. per bazar seer. 

Cotton Piece Importation of this article of our manufacture from the Interior, in the year 

Goods. 1828-29, was 1,698,803 pieces, value sicca rupees 36,97,302, being, by comparison, 

pieces 173,51.5, and value sicca rupees 7,17,369, below that of the preceding year. 

31. The total Export w-as pieces 828,153, value sicca rupees 21,36,004, which is a 
decline of pieces 179,894, value sicca rupees 6,20,164; compared with the year 1827-28, 
as exhibited in the following Statement ; 


Cotton 
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Cotton Piece Goods Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Pieces. 

Value. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

Honourable Company's Trade 

47,660 

a, 95.056 

27,563 

1,66,428 

Private Trade 

2,994 

10,627 

5,063 

26,582 

United Kingdom 

50,654 

3.05,683 

32,626 

1 , 9 . 3,010 

Portugal 

54,002 

1.39.699 

20,045 

60,802 

America 

10,521 

21,985 

23,780 

72,594 

Brazils 

ii5»ioi 

4 , 34»024 . 

175,125 

5,36,077 

Coast of Coromandel 

11,864 

31,788 

2,591 

5,383 

Coast of Malabar . . 

17,325 

13,318 

6,392 

21,322 

Coast of Sumatra . . 

3,816 

4.651 

— 

.... 

Ceylon 

220 

220 

25 

200 

New South Wales , , 

ii,diG 

37,134 

3,118 

6,498 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

205,023 

5,52,650 

160,095 

4,23,107 

Penang and Eastward 

140,814 

3.32,156 

317,144 

4.22,594 

Java 

160,018 

3.87.834 

17.019 

39,031 

Manilla 

45 >i 2 i 

1.07.917 

— 

— 

China 

5 ^h 9 i 2 

1.42.953 

75,424 

1,89,813 

Pegue 

13»335 

28,443 

18,633 

36,076 

Maldive Islands 

216 

837 

• 61 

132 

Mauritius 

48,238 

1.12,919 

26,517 

53,437 

Cape of Good Hope 

64,051 

1.03,967 

49.568 

77,030 

Deduct 

1 ,008,047 

27.56,168 

838,153 

31,36,004 

828,153 

31,36,004 







Less in 1828-29 . . 

» 79»894 

6,20,164 





* _ , - - ^ 






1827-28. 


1828-29. 


Pieces. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Piece. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

Average Price 
l)cr Piece. 

H,C. Trade 

Private Trade 

47.660 

960,387 

2,95,056 

24,61,112 

6. 3i 
a. 9i 

27,563 

800,590 

1,66,428 

19.69,576 

6. 0. 7. 

2 - 7 - 4 | 
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32. 'J’he 
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32. Tho results of the above are a decrease in our shipments to the following ports or 
places: To the United Kingdom, in the Honourable Company's investments, pieces 
20,097, value sicca rupees 1,28,628 ; to Portugal, pieces 33,957, value sicca rupees 
78,897 ; to the Coast of Coromandel, pieces 9,273, value sicca rupees 16,506 ; to the 
Coast of Malabar, pieces 10,933, value sicca rupees 9,996 ; to Sumatra, pieces 2,816, 
value sicca rupees 4,651 ; to Ceylon, pieces 195, value sicca rupees 20 ; to New South 
Wales, pieces 8,698, value sicca rupees 21,626; to the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, 
pieces 44,928, value sicca rupees 1,29,543 ; to Java, pieces 142,999, value sicca rupees, 
3,48,803 ; to Manilla, pieces 45,121, value sicca rupees 1,07,917 ; to the Maidive 
Islands, pieces 155, value sicca rupees 705 ; to the Mauritius, pieces 21,721, value sicca 
rupees 59,482 ; to the Cape of Good Hope, pieces 14,483, value sicca rupees 26,937. 

33. Increase has been experienced in the following: in the Private Trade to the 
United Kingdom, pieces 2,069, value sicca rupees 15,955; on Exports to America, 
pieces 13,259, value sicca rupees 50,609 ; to tho Brazils, of pieces 60,024, value sicca 
rupees 1,20,053; to Penang and Eastward, pieces 70,330, value sicca rupees 90,438 ; to 
China, of pieces 18,512, value sicca rupees 46,859 ; to Pegue, pieces 5,288, value sicca 
rupees 7,633. 

34. The trades in which the greatest falling off appears are the Honourable Company's 
to the United Kingdom, that with Portugal, with the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, Java, 
Manilla, the Mauritius, and the Cape of Good Hope. 

35. W e have before noticed tho causes of the decline of this trade. 

36. The Honourable Company’s investments of Cotton Piece Goods, in the year under 
notice, averaged sicca rupees 6. 0. 7* per piece ; the Private Trade, sicca rupees 2. 7. 4^ 
per piece. The first is annas 2. 5. per piece below the provision price of the year 1827-28, 
and the otlier anna 1. 8. per piece. 

37. The Importations of this Manufacture from the Interior, as entered at the Inland 
Custom-house, amounted to pieces 456,714, value sicca rupees 23,40,193, being a com- 
parative excess in the year 1827-28 of 1,886 pieces, but a decrease in value of sicca 
rupees 2,85,938 : this discrepancy between quantity and value is ascribable to the impor- 
tation having principally consisted of inferior goods : of it 86,500 pieces, valued at sicca 
rupees 8,36,833, were of the Honourable Company’s investments ; the rest, or 3,70,214 
pieces, value sicca rupees 15,03,360 was imported on Private account. 

38. The Exportation consisted of 393,146 pieces, value sicca mpees 20,43,864, being 
a decline of 14,226 pieces, value sicca rupees 4,75,042, on the result of the preceding 
year. 


Silk 
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Silk Piece Goods Exports by Sea. 




1827-28. 

1828-29. 



Pieces. 

Value. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

Honourable Company’s Trade 

• • 

67,399 

7,34,633 

60,022 

A 

6,21,352 

Private Trade 

• • 

86,578 

6,66,541 

33,327 

2,12,863 

United Kingdom . . • • 

• • 

153,977 

13,01,174 

93,529 

8,34,215 

France 

« • 

314 

3,140 

961 

8,i6g 

Sweden 


— 

— 

80 

620 

Portugal 


2,093 

15,466 

1,050 

6,975 

America 


94,516 

4,14,709 

170,766 

5,80,720 

Brazils 

• 1 

221 

2,002 

421 

3,400 

South America 


.... 


1,040 

• 7,290 

Coast of Coromandel . . 

• • 

8,742 

44,053 

16,495 

70,934 

Coast of Malabar , . , . 

• • 

88,846 

4,71,444 

68,878 

3,60,891 

Coast of Sumatra . . 


1,408 

5,439 

— 

— 

Ceylon 


529 

2,971 

— 

— 

New South Wales . . 

• • 

1,067 

7,697 

1,030 

7,979 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

• • 

44,777 

1,87,559 

33,499 

1,30,217 

Penang and Eastward 

• • 

590 

2,829 

954 

6,360 

Java 

• • 

33 

173 

39 

89 

Manilla 

« • 

174 

1,349 

— 

— 

China 

• • 

315 

2,809 

274 

1,947 

Peguc 


3,716 

19,297 

1,559 

8,451 

Maidive Islands 


20 

60 

— 



Mauritius 


4,822 

26,904 

2,204 

13,257 

Cape of Good Hope 


1,212 

9,831 

377 

2,350 



407,379 

25,18,906 

393,146 

20,43,864 

Deduct . . 


393,146 

20,43,864 

i 






Less in 1828-29 •• 

•• 

14,226 

4,75,042 





1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

H. C. Trade 

Private Trade 

Pieces. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Piece. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

Avenge Price 
per Piece. 

67,399 

339,973 

7,34,633 

17,84,273 

10.14. 4| 
5. 4. 0 

60,209 

332,944 

6,91,359 

14,22,519 

10. 5. I;) 
4- 4. 4i 
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39. Cnmparing the operations of 1827-28 and 1828-29, there was a decline on the 
exportations to the United Kingdom of 60,448 pieces, value sicca rupees 4,66,959 : 
made up of 7,197 pieces, value sicca rupees 1,13,281, on account of the Honourable 
Company; and 53,251 pieces, value sicca rupees 3,53,678 on Private shipments; of 
1 ,0*13 pieces, value sicca rupees 8,401, on shipments to Portugal; of 19,968 pieces, 
value sicca rupees 1,10,553, to the Coast of Malabar ; of 1,408 pieces, value sicca rupees 
5,439, A the coast of Sumatra; of 529 pieces, value sicca rupees 2,971, to Ceylon; of 
37 pieces, to New South Wales 4 11,278 pieces, value sicca rupees 57,342, to the Arabian 
and Persian Gulfs ; 4 pieces, value sicca rupees 84, to .lava; 174 pieces, value sicca 
rupees 1,349, to Manilla ; 41 pieces, value sicca rupees 862, to China; 2,157 pieces, 
value sicca rupees 10,846, to Pegue ; 20 pieces, value sicca rupees 60, to the Maldivc 
Islands ; 2,618 pieces, value sicca rupees 13,647, to the Mauritius ; 835 pieces, value 
sicca rupees 7,481, to the Cape of Good Hope. 

40. The trade in whi^ there was an increased export, was that of 647 pieces, value 
sicca rupees 5,029, to France ; to Sweden, of 80 pieces, value sicca rupees 620 ; to 
America, of 76,250 ph'ces, value sicca rupees 1,66,011; to the Brazils, of 200 pieces, 
value sicaa rupees 1,398 ; to South America (S.W. coast of), of pieces 1,040, value 
sicca rupees 7,290; to the coast of Coromandel, 7,753 pieces, value sicca rupees 26,881 ; 
and to Penang and eastward, of pieces 3(54, value sicca rupees 3,531. 

41. The Honourable Company's investments in silk piece goods appear to have been 
laid in at an average sicca rupees 10. 5. 1^. per piece, and the Private at sicca rupees 
4* 4. 4J. per piece ; the former being annas 9. per piece, and the latter annas 15. 7« 
below the provision for the year 1827-28. I’he average price of the shipments to the? 
United States of America was sicca rupeees 3, 6. 4. per piece. 

42. The impdrtation of this product from the Interior, as declared at the inland custom- 
house, was bazar maiinds 532,232, value sicca rupees 13, 1 5,256 ; of which the Honour- 
able Company’s investment contained B. maunds 188,252, value sicca rupees 15,31,659, 
and the private trade, B. maunds 343,980. The comparative difference in importa- 
tion was in excess of B. maunds 262,2(K), value sicca rupees 21,77/284, in the year 
1828-29. 


43. The exportation of sugar, in the year 1828-29, amounted to B. maunds 429,723, 
value sicca rupees 36,()(),338, which, compared with the preceding year, is an in- 
crease of B. maunds 218,034, value sicca rupees 19,10,301, as shown in the following 
statement ; 


Sugar 
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Sugar Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


n. Maunds. 

Value. 

B. Maunds. 

V4jue. 

Honourable Company’s Trade 
Private Ditto 

109,48a 

48.683 

9.56,854 

3,69,635 

fi7i,466 

83.059 

16,09,397 

6,63,12s 

United Kingdom . . . . . • 

France 

Sweden 

A.merica • • 

South America 

Coast of Coromandel 

Coast of Malabar . . 

Ceylon 

New South Wales . . . . . . 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs . . 

Penang and Eastward 

China 

Pegue 

Maidive Islands 

Mauritius 

Cape of Good Hope 

158,165 

3,258 

5,199 

530 

4,429 

13,941 

109 

1,028 

24,134 

174 

21 

723 

267 

272 

439 

13.26,479 

26,075 

41,575 

4,234 

35 , 53 » 

», 04,437 
859 

8,228 

1,93,351 

1,385 

166 

5,894 

2,127 

2,179 

3,517 

254,525 

7,46a 

15,719 

• , 12,153 

10,784 
5,328 
62,534 

93 ' 
1,468 

57.477 

.. 35 
597 

309 

1.336 

14 

22,71,519 

69,750 

1,25,708 

97,214 

86,275 

41,843 

4 ,^ 3,410 

744 

11,006 

4,61,207 

389 

4.773 

1,670 

10,685 

145 


211,689 

,7,56,037 

429,723 

36,66,338 


Deduct 

.. 

211,689 

17,56,037 

Excess in 1828-39 

218,034 

19,10,301 
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Sugar. 




1827 - 2 a 



1828 - 29 . 



Bazar 

Maunds. 

Value* 1 

Average Price 
per B. Maund. 

Bazar 

Maunds. 

Value. 

^Average Price 
per B. Maund. 

H. C. Trade 

109,482 

9,56,854 

8. 11. 10. 

171,466 

16,09,397 

9* 6# 2* 

Private ditto 

102,207 

7,99,183 

7 - 13 - <4 

258,357 

20,56,941 

7 * 15 * 5 - 
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44. Comparing the details of the year 1828-29 with those of the preceding year, an 
increase in the shipments appear in the following cases: In our transactions with 
Great Britain^ B. niaunds 06^360^ value sicca rupees 9^45^040 ; of which the Honourable 
Company’s trade partook B. maunds 61,984, value sicca rupees 6,52,543, and the Private, 
B. maunds 34,376, value sicca rupees 2,92,497 ; in the shipments to France, B. maunds 
4,201, value sicca rupees 33,675 ; to Sweden, B. maunds 10,520, value sicca rupees 
84,133; to America, B. maunds 11,622, value sicca rupees 92,980, and to South Ame- 
rica, B. maunds 10,784, value sicca rupees 86,275 ; to the coast of Coromandel, of B. 
maunds 899, value sicca Rupees 6,312 ; the coast of Malabar, of B. maunds 49,583, value 
sicca rupees 3,88,973; to New South Wales, of B. maunds 440, value sicca rupees 2,778; 
to the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of B. maunds 33,343, value sicca rupees 2,67,856; to 
China, of B. mp.unds 14, value sicca rupees 223; to the Mauritius, of B. maunds 
1,064, value sicca rupees 8,506. 

45. A decrease occurr^ in the following: On exportation to Ceylon, of B. maunds 
16, value sicca rupees 115; to Penang and Eastward, from the absence of shipments, of 
B. maunds 174, value sicca rupees 1,385; to Pegue, of B. maunds 126, value sicca rupees 
1,121 ; tathe Maldivc islands, of B. maunds 58, value sicca rupees 457 ; and to the Cape, 
of B. maunds 425, value sicca rupees 3,372. 

46. The Honourable Company’s investment of sugar appears to have been provided 
at the rate of sicca rupees 9. 6. 2. per maund, being annas 10. 4. per maund above the 
average price of the previous year : the average of private shipment may be assumed at 
8, 8. per B. maund, but the valuation given in the Report is at the fixed price of the book 
of rates. 

47. According to the inland custom-house, the quantity of saltpetre imported from 
the interior, in the year 1828-29, was F. maunds 386,233, value sicca rupees 15,90,883 ; 
of which the Honourable Company’s comprised F. maunds 66,084, value sicca rupees 
2,58,589, and the private F. maunds 320,149, value sicca rupees 13,32,294; the compa- 
rative result being an excess of F. maunds 50,379, value sicca rupees 2,76,053, in the 
year under consideration. 

48. The exports during the year 1828-29 were F. maunds 376,640, value sicca rupees 
16,09,034, which, compared with the previous year, is an excess of F. maunds 20,110, 
value sicca rupees 1,21,041, as per following statement : 


Saltpetre 
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EXTERNAL 
AND INTEHNAI- 

Saltpetre Exports by Sea. commerce. 




1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 



Factory Maunda. 

Value. 

Factory Maunds. 

Value. 

Honourable Company’s 

Trade 

58,000 

2,61,549 

114,128 

6,00,867 

Private ditto . 


231,074 

8,89,382 

169,759 

6,40,358 

United Kingdom . . 


277,074 

11,50,931 

283,987 

12,41,225 

France 


23.275 

1,01,37* 

41,561 

1,61,407 

Portugal 


936 

3,858 

2,116 

7,517 

America 


29,648 

1,21,626 

42,336 

1,72,449 

Coast of Coromandel 

, , , , 

212 

1,050 

220 

979 

Coast of Malabar . . 


3,570 

12,640 

230 

948 

New South Wales , . 


>37 

731 


— 

Penang and Eastward 


3.839 

17,115 

1,290 

4.639 

Java . . 


— 

— 

485 

1,939 

China 


17,496 

77,160 

3,870 

15,803 

Pegue 


27 

121 

37 

149 

Mauritius 


316 

1.389 

508 

1,979 


j 

356,530 

14,87,993 

376,640 

16,09,034 



Deduct 

.. 

356,530 

14,87,993 


Excess in 1828-29 .. 

20,110 

1,21,041 


(M 
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1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Factory 

Maunds. 

Value. 

lAverage Price 
'per F. Maund. 

Factory 

Maunds. 

Value. 

'Average Price 
per F. Maund. 

H. C. Trade 

56,000 

2,61,549 

4. 10. 8^ 

114,128 

6,00,867 1 

5. 4. 3 * 

Private ditto 

300,530 

12,26,444 

4. 1- 3 i 

262,512 

10,08,167 

3 - 13 - 5 i 


4 P 
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49. Wc find increased shipments over those of the preceding year to the following 
places; to the United Kingdom> of F. maunds 6,913, value sicca rupees 90,294 ; to 
France, of F. maunds 18,286, value sicca rupees 60,035 ; to Portugal, of F. maunds 
1,180, value sicca rupees 3,659 ; to America, of F. maunds 12,688, value sicca rupees 
50.823 ; to the coast of Coromandel, of F. maunds 8; to Java, of F. maunds 485, value 
.sicca rupees 1,939; to Pogue, of F. maunds 10, value sicca rupees 28; and to the Mau- 
ritius, of F. maunds 192, value sicca rupees 590. 

50. There w^as a decrease again in our exportations to the coast of Malabar of F. 
maunds 3,340, value sicca rupees 11,692; to New South Wales, of F. maunds 137» value 
sicca rupees 731 ; to Penang and Eastward, of F. maxinds 2,549, value sicca rupees 12,476 ; 
and to China, of F. maunds 13,626, value sicca rupees 61,357. 

51. Of the shipnient.s to the United Kingdom, the Honourable Company’s present a 
comparative increase of F. maunds 58,128, value sicca ruj)ces 3,39,318; and the Prii’ate 
trade a decrease of F. maunds 51,315, value sicca rupees 2,49,024. 

52. The Honourable Company’s investment of saltpetre for the year 1828-29, averaged 
sicca rupees 5. 4. 3. per F. maund, being annas 9. 6| per F. tnaund higher than the 
provision of the previous year. 

53. The amount of importation of this sta]>lc produce, in the year 1828-29, was 
maunds 300,056,. being a decrease of quantity on the result of the preceding year by 
maunds 20,985.* 

.54. Of the above quantity the Honourable Company’s investments embraced maunds 
206,188; and the private trade maunds 93,868. The former is at a comparative decrease 
of maunds 7^374 ; and the latter maunds 13,611. 

55, Exportation during the year under notice was also equally scanty ; the total of 
shipments having amounted to maunds 201,083, or maunds 15,001 below the quantity of 
the previous year. 


Cotton 
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Cotton Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Honourable Company’s Trade 

13.368 

2.33.679 

11.644 

1.55.639 

Private ditto 

3.690 

35.208 

2,892 

27,332 

United Kingdom 

17,058 

2,68,887 

14,536 

1.82,971 

France 

732 

6,088 s 

110 

913 

Sweden 


4,453 

1,282 

10,668 

Coast of Sumatra . . 

182 

2,094 

— 

— 

New South Wales . • 

— 

— 

29 

584 

Penang and Eastward 


— 

97 

1,011 

Honourable Company’s Trade 

i 94 > 07 i 1 

29,52,012 

167,523 

22,45.429 

Private ditto 

3.519 

29,328 

1 

17.506 

1,46,847 

China 

197.590 

29.81,340 1 

185,029 

23,93,276 


216,084 

32,62,862 ! 

201,083 

25,88,423 

Deduct . . 

201,083 

25,88,423 j' 



Less in 1828-29 .. .. 

15.001 

6,74.439 
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(1.) 

Henj^al . 
Cot ton - 



1827 - 28 . 


1828 - 29 . 



Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maimd. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

i 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

H.C. Trade 

Private ditto 

1 

207,439 

8,645 

31 , 85,691 

77.171 

15. 5 « 

8. 14. 10. 

179,167 

21,916 

24,01,068 

1,87,355 

13 - 6. 5. 

8. 8. 


4 P 2 
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oG. The comparative results of the foregoing are a decrease in the quantity of exporta> 
lion in our trade with Great Britain of maunds 2^.')22 ; with France^ maunds 622 ; with 
the coast of Sumatra^ maunds 182 ; and with China^ of maunds 12^561. Increase in our 
shipments to Sweden^ maunds 760; to New South Wales, maunds 29; and to Penang 
and Eastward, maunds 97- 

57. The quantity of cotton exported on account of the Honourable Company, in the 
year 1828-20, was maunds 170,167; and in private trade, maunds 21,016. 

.58. The Honourable Company’s shipments of cotton to Great Britain was maunds 
11,644, being maunds 1,724 loss than the quantity of the previous year ; and to China, 
of maunds 167,523, or maunds 26,548 below the amount of the year 1827-28. 

50. Of the cotton exported to the United Kingdom, on the private trade, the result 
of the year under notice is maunds 708 below the quantity of 1827-28 , and to China, 
maunds 13,087 above that of the last year. 

GO. The Honourable Company’s cotton appears to have been provided at sicca rupees 
1-3. 6. 5. per maund, which is sicca rupees 1. 15. 3^ per maund below the price of the 
previous year. The Calcutta market price for the year may be quoted at rupees 13. 8. 4. 
per niaiiud. 

61. The value of cotton has not been noticed, being entered at the custom-house at a 
fixed valuation of 12. 8. per maund; but assuming the market prices, the value of expor- 
tation amounted to sicca rupees 27,18,81.5. 

62. The exportation tf grain during the year under notice amounted to bazar maunds 
1,408,683, being a comparative deficiency of maunds 81,138 on the quantity shipped in 
the previous year. 


Grain 
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Honourable Company’s Trade 
Private ditto 

United Kingdom . . 

France 

Sweden 

Portugal 

America 

Coast of Coromandel 
Coast of Malabar . . 

Coast of Sumatra . . 

Ceylon 

New South Wales • • 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 
Penang and Eastward 
Java . . 

China 

Peguc 

Maidive Islands 
Mauritius 

Cape of Good Hope 

Deduct . . 
Less in 1828-29 .. 


Grain Exports by Sea. 


1827 - 28 . 


Maunds. I Value. 


1 

10,000 1 

1 

19,366 

177.474 1 

3 , 81.915 

187,474 

4 , 01,281 

1,650 

2,275 

1,100 

3,015 

4,000 

7,750 

1,000 

2,500 

72,025 

1 , 06,183 

103,552 

1 , 66,595 

800 

1,350 

1,700 

3,000 

i, 6 o 8 

3,290 

258,946 

3 . 97.167 

79.9«s 

1 , 28,680 

20,480 

33,071 

33,369 

43,579 

180,201 

2 , 78,687 

33*225 

49,300 

497,409 

7 , 96,702 

21,360 j 

[ 41,712 

1 , 489,821 j 

24 , 66,137 

1 , 408,683 j 

1 24 , 04,435 

81,138 

1 61,702 


1828 - 29 . 


Maunds. 

Value. 

17,023 

37,878 

234.696 

4.77,809 

251,719 

5,15,687 

29.924 1 

49,032 

4,000 

10,000 

47.203 

70,785 

106,570 

1,90,951 

4,200 

6,588 

14,300 

22,275 

156,600 

2,47,076 

41,314 

67,679 

2,400 

4,025 

2,850 

4,075 

33,802 

53,728 

31,700 

48,300 

664,903 

10 , 86,349 

17,198 

27,885 

1,408,683 

24,04,435 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price j 
per Maupd. 

ISIaunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

H. C. Trade 

Private ditto . , 

10,000 

1,479,821 

19,366 

24,46,771 

1 

1, 14. n|. 

1. 10. 5j.| 

17,023 

1,391,660 

! 

37,878 

23,66,557 

2. 3. 7. 

1. 11. 2j. 
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63. Tho comparative details are as follow : Increase on shipments to the United 
Kingdom of niaunds 64,245; to Franco, ofmaunds 28,274; to the coast ofMalahar, of 
maunds 3,018; to Ceylon, of muunds 2,500; to New South Wales, of mauiids 12,692 ; 
and to the Mauritius, of mauiids 167,4fM. ’ 

(yl. A decrease appears in the followings cases; in our trade with Sweden, maunds 
1,100; with America, maunds 1,000; with the coast of Coromandel, of maunds 24,822 ; 
witli Sumatra, in the absence of exportation, mamulsSOO; with the Arabian and 
Persian Gulfs, 102,:346 ; and Penang and Eastward, maunds 38,608; with Java, 
maunds 18,080; with China, maunds 20,.')19; witlx Pegue, maunds 146,399; with the 
Maldivc Islands, maunds 1,525 ; and with the Cape of Good Hope, maunds 4,162. 

65; Of the shipments to the United Kingdom, maunds 17,023 arc represented as of 
tlic Honourable Company’s investment, but this was a supply for St, Helena. 

66. Assuming the weight of 27 maunds to one ton of grain, the (piantity exported in 
the year under consideration affords employment to .52,000 tons of shipping. 

67. The returns of the inland custom-house give the importation of safflower, in 
1828-29, at maunds 4,029, value sicca rupees 1,10,878; which, contrasted with the 
operations of the preceding year, is a dchcicucy of maunds 1,014, value sicca rupees 
14,.500. 

68. The statement of exports exhibits the quantity at maunds 3,040, value sicca rupees 
78,843 ; which, compared with the year 1827-28, gives a decrease of maiind s 2,175, 
value sicca rupees 51,089, on the amount of shipments. 

Safflower Exports by Sea : 


I 

1827-2U. I 1828-29. 

I 



1 

Maunds. 

Value, 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

1.907 

47.988 

2,538 

66,474 

France 

1 3,213 

79.570 

230 

5.6 17 

Sweden 

: 37 

9'3 

— 

— 

Coast of Sumatra 

28 

693 

— 

— 

Penang and Eastward 

1 _ 

— 

2312 

5 > 8 i 3 

Java 

i6 

420 

10 

380 

China . . 

: u 

348 

— 

— 

Pegue 

— 

"■ ! 

30 

760 

Deduct . . . . j 

5,215 

3i040 

1,29,932 ! 
78,843 

1 

3,040 

78,843 



Less in 1828-29 .. .. 1 

“I 

2.175 j 

1 

51,989 j 
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Private Trade . . 


Maunds. 


1827-28. 


, Avcroj^e Price • __ , 

Value. ; p,., Maund. Maunds. 


1828-29. 


Value. 


' Average Price 
j per Maund. 


5.225 


1,29,932 I 24. 14. 7j.: 3,040 j 78,843 25. 14. llj. 


69. Anincroase appears in the following shipments : 'I'o theUnitocl Kingdom, niauiids 
661, value sicca rupees 18,486; to Penang and Eastward, maunds ‘262, value sicca 
rupees 5,812 ; and to Pogue, maunds 60, value sicca rupees 760: whilst decrease occurs 
in our exports, to France, maunds 2,986, value sicca rupees 743056 ; to Sweden, from 
the absence of sliipincnts, of maunds 67, value sicca rupees 916; to the coast of Sumatra, 
from the same cause, maunds 28, value sicca rupees ()96 ; to Java, maund.s (>. value sicca 
rupees 140; audio China, of maunds 11, value sicca ru])ees 618. 

70. I’hc market value of safflower, during the year, may bo valued at sicca rupees 
27 per maund. 

71. From the circumstance of this article being free of duty in transit, its importations 
from the interior are not entered in the inland cu-stom-houso. 

72. The exportations are represented, in the followin:^ Statement, at maunds 73591, 
valued at sicca rupees 5,49,311 ; being a deficit on the shipments of the year 1827-28 of 
maunds 1,586, >alue sicca rupees 3,03,569. 

Lac and Lac Dye Exports by Sea : 



1827-28. 

1828-29. 


INTnunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

8,377 

7.74.204 

7.219 

.5.15.429 

France . . 

772 

76,055 

351 

31.571 

America 

1 20 

1.761 

24 

2,311 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

4 

160 


— 

J»va 


700 

— 

— 


9,i8o 

1 

8,52,880 

7.594 

5,49,311 

Deduct 

7^94 

5,49.311 






Less in iSsS-ag 

1,586 

1 

3,03.569 
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1827-28 


1828-29. 

— 

1 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Avenge Price 
per Maund. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

1 

Private Trade . . 

9.180 

8 , 59,880 

99. 14 . 6 . 

7.594 

5.49.311 

72- 5 . 4 . 


73 . The comparative details of the above exhibit a deficiency in our shipments to Great 
Britain of maunds 1,1 58, value sicca rupees 2,58,775; to France, of maunds421, value 
sicca rupees 44,484 ; to the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of maunds 4, value sicca rupees 
160 ; and to Java, of maunds 7 , value sicca rupees 700. 

74 . An increase occurred only on the trade with the United States of America, in which 
four maunds, value sicca rupees 550, appear to have been shipped in excess of the 
amount of exportation in 1827-28. 

75 . The price of lac dye, according to the custom-house entries, averaged sicca rupees 
72 . 5. 4. per maund: adding to this the allowance that is usually made in valuation at 
the custom-house, the price will come near to 80 rupees per maund, wliich may be 
quoted as the rateable value of lac dye for the year 1828-29. 

Shell Lac. Tho amount of inland importation of shell lac, for the year 1828-29, was maunds 

13,571, value sicca rupees 2,11,670 , which, compared with the year 1827-28, is an 
increase of maunds 2,854, value sicca rupees 10,326. 

77 . Exportations for the year under notice were on the aggregate of maunds 1 1 ,440, 
value sicca rupees 2 , 07 , 330 ; which is an excess of maunds 1,934, value sicca rupees 
35,781 , compared with the previous year. 


Shell 
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Shell Liic Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Mnunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Honourable Company's Trade 



. „ 

149 

4,153 

Private Trade 

5.379 

99.376 

8,011 

1.48,447 

United Kingdom . . . . , , 

5 i 379 

99.376 

8,160 

1,52,600 

France 

318 

6,282 

189 

3.774 

Sweden 

52 

232 

— 


America 

2.914 

51,179 

2,818 

46,917 

Coast of Coromandel 

— 



7 

100 

Coast of Malabar . . 

843 

14,480 

62 

997 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

— 

— 

96 

1,196 

Mauritius . , 

— 

— 

108 

1,746 


9.50C 

t.71.549 

11,440 

2,07,330 


Deduct . . 

9^506 

1.71,549 

Excess in 1828-29 

i »934 

3.5,781 
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TlT 

Bengal. 
Shell Lac. 




18a7-28. 



1828-29. 



Maunds. 

Value, 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Average Price 
per Maund. 

H. C. Trade 

— 

— 



149 

4,153 

1 

27. 14. 0. 

Private Trade 

9,506 

1,71,549 j 

18. 0. 8| 

11,291 

2,03,177 

17- 15* 11. 


tn^h’fiTT of the two years, an increase appears in our shipments 

Coromandel ™P®‘« 53 . 224 ; to the Coast of 

of maun/^QT “"t* Persian Gulfs, 

ofmaunds 96 . value SKca rupees 1 , 196 : and to the Mauritius, of maunds 108 , value 

4 Q 


Sicca 
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sicca nipees L 746 ; and decrease attaches to our Exportations to France, of maunds 
129 , value sicca rupees 2 , 508 ; to Sweden, of maunds 52 , value sicca rupees 232 ; to 
America, of maunds 96 , value sicca rupees 4 , 262 ; and to the Coast of Malabar, maunds 
781 , value sicca rupees 13 , 483 . 

79 . We notice a shipment of maunds 149 , value sicca rupees 4 , 153 , on account of the 
Honourable Company, in the year under consideration, which is, we believe, the first 
provision of Shell Lac that has been made on the public account. 

80 . The operations of the year in respect to Shawls were more favourable than those 
of the previous year: the quantity imported was 2,283 pieces, value sicca rupees 
2 , 78 , 332 , showing a decrease of 1,711 pieces, but an increase of value by sicca rupees 
1 , 22 , 515 . 

81 . The Exportations exhibit the like discrepancy; the quantity shipped was 555 
pieces, value sicca rupees 84 , 704 ; which is a decrease of quantity, compared with the 
year 1827 - 28 , of 35 pieces, and an excess of sicca rupees 17>819 in value, as shown in 
the following Statement : 

Miscellaneous : Shawls Exports by Sea. 




1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 



Pieces. 

Value. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

United Kingdom . . 


319 

41,616 

436 

74.98a 

France 


— 

— 

4 

650 

America 

• • 

3 

840 

— 

— 

Brazils . . 


— 

— 

78 

4*149 

Coast of Coromandel 

• • 

14 

3,680 

14 

1,086 

Ceylon 

• • 

6 

. 150 

— 

— 

New South Wales • . . • 


51 

610 

1 

400 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs . . 


96 

8,268 

— 

— 

Java 


84 

1,162 

8 

1,384 

China 



L 777 

— 

— 

Pegue 


1 1 

250 

3 

165 

Mauritius 


56 

8,082 

10 

1,488 

Cape of Good Hope 


3 

1,050 

1 

500 



590 

66,885 

55S 

84,704 

Deduct . . 

•• 

555 

— 

— 

66,885 

But Excess Value in 1828-39 

40 

— 

— 

17,819 


82 . An 
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, 82, An increase appears to have taken place in tiie following cases ; in our shipments to 

Uie United Kingdom, of pieces 117» value sicca rupees 33,366 ; to France 4 pieces, value 
sicca rupees d 50 ; and to the Brazils of 78 pieces, value sicca rupees 4,149. Decrease 
occurred in our trade, with America, of pieces 3, value sicca rupees 240 ; with Ceylon, 
of pieces 6 , value sicca rupees 150 ; with New South Wales, of pieces 50, value sicca 
rupees 210 ; with the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of pieces 96, value sicca rupees 8,268 ; 
with China, pieces 17, value sicca rupees 1,777; with the Mauritius, pieces 46, value 
sicca rupees 6,594 ; and with the Cape of Good Hope, of pieces 2 , value sicca rupees 
550. The shipments to the Coast of Coromandel are exhibited at the same quantity in 
1828-29 as in the year preceding, but deficiency in valuation of sicca rupees 2,594; so the 
Exports to Java are 16 pieces deficient, and sicca rupees 122 in value in excess of the 
results of 1827-28 ; and to Pegue 2 pieces are in excess, and sicca rupees 85 deficient, on 
the amount of the preceding year. 

83. The disagreement noticed above between quantity and 'value is ascribablc to the 
fact of Imports and Exports, in the year under notice, having run on Shawls of higher 
value than those of 1827 - 28 . 

84. The Importation of this article in the year 1828-29, amounted to maunds 5,062, 
value sicca rupees 77 , 276 , being an improvement on the result of the previous year by 
maunds 3,329, value sicca rupees 47,477. 

85. The amount of Exportation was maunds 3,318, value sicca rupees 53,766, which, 
compared with the shipments made in the year 1827 - 28 , is an excess of maunds 1,332, 
value sicca rupees 20,093, as shown in the following Statement : 


Castor Oil Exports by Sea. 





1827-28. 

1828-29. 




Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 


, , 

1.974 

33403 

3,300 

53.339 

France 


• • 

— 


4 

>44 

Coast of Coromandel 



6 

>53 



South America 

• « 


— 


8 

146 

New South Wales . . 



6 

117 


- 

Cape of Good Hope 

• • 

•• 

— 


6 

137 




1,986 

33,673 

1 

3,318 j 

53.766 




Deduct . . 

i 

1.986 1 

33,673 



Excess in 1828-29 .. 

>•332 

20,093 


86 . We observe, from the above, an increase of maunds 1,326, value sicca rupees 
19,936, in our shipments to Great Britain ; and exportation of 4 maunds to France, of 
» 4 Q 2 g maunds 
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EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Ben^l. 
Castor Oil. 
Ginger. 


8 inaunds to the United States of America^ and of 6 maunda to the Cape ; at the same 
time^ by no shipments having been made in the year under consideration^ a deficiency of 
maunds 6 to the Coast of Coromandel, and of 6 maunda to New South Walra. 

87 > The trade of Castor Oil may bo said to be limited to the demand for Great 
Britain ; the shipments of it to other places having rather the character of private sup- 
plies than of commerce. 

88 . The Inland Importations, during the year 1828 - 29 , amount to maunds 12 , 668 , 
value sicca rupees 31 , . 582 ; which, contrasted with the year preceding it, is a deficit of 
maunds 3 , 278 , value sicca rupees 16 , 350 . 

89 . In the comparison of Exports, there appears an increase of maunds 3 , 724 , value 
sicca rupees 14 , 294 , the amount of shipments in the year 1 827-’ 28 being maunds 13 , 357 , 
value sicca rupees 43 , 271 , as represented in the following:— 


Ginger Exports by Sea. 





1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 89 . 




Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

H. C. Trade 



— 


1.178 

6,477 

Private ditto 


• • 

4>395 

13,190 

3.116 

9.383 

United Kingdom • . 


• • 

4,395 

13,190 

4,291 

15,860 

France 



*9 

144 

— 

— 

Sweden 



6o 

»79 

50 

150 

America 



3,755 

8,264 

6,975 

21,107 

Coast of Coromandel 



1,113 

3,351 

610 

1,843 

Coast of Malabar . . 



543 

1.635 

521 

1.563 

Ceylon 



50 

150 

— 

— 

New South Wales . . 



50 

150 

16 

60 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 


C03 

1,809 

891 

2,690 

Pegue 

•• 


35 

105 

— 

— 




9.633 

38,977 

13,357 

43,371 




Deduct 

9.633 

38,977 




Excess in i 8 a 8 -sg 

3.734 

14»294 


90 . An 
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^ 90. An increase took place in the shipments to America of maunds 4^220^ value sicca 
rupees 12^843^ and to the Arabian and Peraian Gulfs of maunds 288^ value sicca rupees 
881. The Exports to the United Kingdom^ made up of maunds L178, value sicca 
rupees 6>477« on account of the Honourable Company^ and of maunds 3^16^ value sicca 
rupees 9,383, on account of the Private Trade, show an increase of value of sicca 
rupees 2 , 670 , and a decrease of quantity of maunds 101 . 

91. There was a decrease in our transactions with Sweden of maunds 10, value sicca 
rupees 29; with the Coast of Coromandel, of maunds 503, value sicca rupees 1,509 ; 
with the Coast of Malabar, of maunds 22, value sicca rupees 73 ; and with New South 
Wales, of maunds 34, value sicca rupees 90. In the following cases the deficiency is to 
be accounted for by the absence of shipments in the year 1828-29 ; viz, to France, of 
maunds 29, value sicca rupees 144 ; to Ceylon, of maunds 50, value sicca rupees 150; 
and to Pegue, of maunds 35, value sicca rupees 105. 

92. We noticed last year that the principal demand for Ginger is for the United King- 
dom, to which the exports have been steady and continual. 'Fhe first shipment to 
France took place in 1827-28, but it has not been repeated. The first shipment to 
America was made in the year 1827-28, and the increased exportation in the year 
under notice leads us to hope that the detnand for our ginger will improve in that quarter. 

93. This article was subject to a great fluctuation in the year under notice. The 
Inland Importation amounted to B. maunds 36,232, value sicca rupees 1 ,33,544, being 
an augmentation on the result of the previous year by maunds 10,561, value sicca 
rupees 60,493. 

94. The quantity shipped within the year amounted to B. maunds 24,985, value sicca 
rupees 87,637, being, on comparison with the year 1827 - 28 , an excess of maunds 
11,091, value sicca rupees 43,593. 


Turmeric Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 89 . 


Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

France .. ., ., 

America 

Coast of Coromandel 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

Mauritius . . 

Cape of Good Hope . . 

7.789 

4,128 

1.653 

30 

894 

33.883 

14,065 

5,220 

117 

769 

10,228 

13,042 

993 

672 

50 

34,363 

47,499 

3,220 

2,392 

163 


13,894 

44,044 

24,985 

87,637 


Deduct 

13,894 

44,044 


ExceH in i 8 a 8>9 

11.091 

43,593 
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95 . The shipment of Turmeric is principally confined to Europe and America, where 
it obtains a demand chiefly for the purpose of dyeing. The shipment to Great Britain 
was maunds 2,439, value sicca rupees 10,480, in excess of the operations of the year 
1827-28 ; to France, maunds 8,914, value sicca rupees 33,434 ; to the Mauritius, 
maunds 672, value sicca rupees 2,.392 ; and to the Cape of Good Hope, maunds 50, 
value sicca rupees 163. The two last are entire shipments, none having been made in 
tlie year 1827-28 to the places mentioned. The exportations to America are B. maunds 
660, value sicca rupees 20 , 000 , less than of the previous year ; and, from the absence of 
shipments, the Coast of Coromandel presents a decrease of maunds 30, value sicca rupees 
117 ; and the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, maunds 294, value sicca rupees 759. 

96. The Importation of this class of commodity from the Interior, in the year under 
consideration, appears to have been in value to the extent of sicca rupees 81,034, which, 
contrasted with the year 1827-28, is an increase of sicca rupees 5,264. 

97. The Exports wore also increased in a small degree ; their aggregate value having 
been sicca rupees 73,948, which was an excess of sicca rupees 2,681 on the amount of 
the previous year. 


Skins and Hides Exports by Sea. 



1827-28. 

1828-29. 

United kingdom 

. 7,089 

24.368 


255 

360 

Sweden 

1,852 

— 

America . . . . • . • • • • 

4i»545 

45.893 

Coast of Malabar 

120 

327 

Penang and Eastward 

— 

J .219 

Java 

— 

1.399 

Pegue 

406 

— 

Mauritius .. •• 

— 

383 


71,267 

73.94« 

Deduct 

71.267 

Excess in i 8 s 8 -s 9 

9,681 


98. The comparative details of the above are as under : An increase of sicca rupees 
105, on our shipments to France; sicca rupees 4,348, to America; sicca rupees 207, 
to the Coast of Malabar ; sicca rupees 1,219, to Penang and the Eastward ; sicca 

rupees 
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^rupees 1^399> to Java ; and sicca rupees S62, to the Mauritius. Whilst the Exports to 
the United Kingdom present a decrease of sicca rupees 2,721 ; and, from the absence 
of shipments, the trade with Sweden is deficient in value sicca rupees 1,852; andwitli 
Pegue, sicca rupees 406. 

99. The Returns of the Inland Custom-house do not present the Importation of this 
article. 

100. The Export operations in Sal ammoniac exhibit a small fluctuation in the year 
1828-29; tlie amount of shipments appears to bo in quantity, maunds 1,.55I, value sicca 
rupees 24,898, being in excess of the previous year by maunds 788, value sicca rupees 
10,614. 


Sal ammoniac Exports by Sea* 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

39 « 

8,011 

573 

9,i68 

America 

— 

— 

316 

5)051 

Coast of Coromandel 

27 

516 

31 

50a 

Coast of Malabar . . 

96 

J .794 

— 

— 

Ceylon 

12 

201 

— 

— 

Arab'an and Persian Gulfs • . 

336 

3.763 

631 

10,177 


763 

14,284 

1,551 

34,898 


Deduct . . . . 

108 

3,009 


Excess in 1828-29 .. .. 

788 

10,614 


101. An increase is observable in our shipments to the United Kingdom, of maunds 
181, value sicca rupees 1,157 ; to America, of maunds 310, value sicca rupees 5,051 ; 
and to the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of maunds 395, value sicca rupees 6,415, 

102. In our shipments to the Coast of Coromandel there was an increase in quantity 
of 4 maunds, but a decrease in value sicca rupees 14. No shipments having been made, 
in the year 1828-29, to the Coast of Malabar, there was a deficiency of maunds 96, 
value sicca rupees 1,794; and for the same reason, of maunds 12, value sicca rupees 
201, in our trade with Ceylon. 
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103. The Importation of these articles from the Interior^ in the year under review, 
only slightly increased in the quantity of the previous year. The Importations amount 
to maunds in value sicca rupees 45,557; but in excess of 1827-28, maunds 371, 
value sicca rupees 4,124. 

104. The range of Exportation was more varied: the aggregate of shipments was 
maunds 2,556, value sicca rupees 46,436; the comparative out-turn being maunds 1,570, 
value sicca rupees 27^969, in increase of the result of the year 1827-28, as shown in the 
following Statement 


Borax and Tincal Exports by Sea. 


United Kingdom 
America 

Coast of Coromandel 
Coast of Malabar . . 
Ceylon 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 
Mauritius 


1827-28. 


Mauntls. | 

1 Value. 

439 

8,052 

242 

4.466 

219 

4.365 

20 

263 

11 

217 

55 

1,104 

986 

18,467 


Deduct . . 
Excess in 1828-29 .. 


1828-29. 


Maunds. 

1 

Value. 

1,807 

31,887 

286 

, 5,719 

31 2 

.5,811 

151 

j 

3,019 

1 

2,5.06 

46,436 

154 

3,930 


37,969 


105. The fluctuations attach to the trade of the countries where the demand for Tincal 
and Borax is cuntinual : our shipments to the United Kingdom exhibit an increase of 
maunds 1 ,368, value sicca rupees 23,835 ; to America, maunds 286, value sicca rupees 
5,719 ; and to the Coast of Coromandel, of maunds 70, value sicca mpees 1,345. 

106. The shipments to the Coast of Malabar are gi\on at a decrease of maunds 68, 
\aluo sicca rupees 1,.346 ; and, owing to no Exportation of Tincal and Borax having been 
made to the following mentioned places, the deficiencies are as follows : to Ceylon, 
maunds 20, value sicca rupees 263; to the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, maunds 11, value 
sicca rupees 217 ; and to the Mauritius, maunds 55, value sicca rupees 1,104. 

107 . The Importation, as passed at the Inland Custom-house, amounted to maunds 
.320, value sicca rupees 1,814. 


108. The 
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108. The Exportation was maunds 2/J24, value sicca rupees 17,041 ; being in excess 
of the year 1827-28, maunds 1,860, value sicca rupees 8,011, as per following 
Schedule : 


Munjeet Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 . 29 . 

— 

Maunds. 

Value. 

r ~ 

1 Maunds. 

1 

j Value. 

1 

United Kingdom 

939 

8,601 

2.924 

17,041 

France 

26 

157 

— 

— 

Coast of Sumatra . . 

99 

272 

— 

— 


1,064 

9.030 

1 

2,924 

17,041 


Deduct . . . . 

1,064 

9.030 


1 

Excess in 1828-29 .. ..! 

1,860 

8,011 
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109. The comparative out-turn is an increase on the shipment to the United Kingdom, 

()1 maunds 1,98.'), value sicca rupees 8^4*10* and, from the absence of Exportation, a 
decrease in our relations with Eraiice of maunds 26, value sicca rupees 157 ; and with the 
C^oast of Sumatra, of maunds 99, value sicca rupees 272. 

110. The shipment of Munjeet, in the year 1828-29, was confined to Great Britain. 

111. The Importations from the Interior arc represented at pieces 63,455, value sicca Carpets & Blankets, 
rupees 66,058, being an improvement on the previous year of pieces 11,844, value sicca 

rupees 14,028. 

112. The amount of Exportation is exhibited at pieces l8,77i^, value sicca rupees 
21,462, which, contrasted with the previous year, is a deficiency in cpiautity of pieces 
1,575, and an increase in the value of sicca rupees 3,519. 


4 R 


Carpets 
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EXTERN A I. 

AND INTEUNAI. 

COMMERCE. Carpets and Blankets Exports by Sea. 



1 


1 


Bengal. 

1827-28. 

1828-29. 












Pieres. 

Value. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

H. C. Trade 

— 

— 

113 

5,970 

Private ditto 

782 

1,258 

180 

*97 

United Kingdom . . 

782 

1,258 


6,267 

America 

19 

‘97 

— 

— 

South America 

— 

— 

«75 

206 

Coast of Coromandel 

12 

360 

— 



Coast of Malabar . . 

60 

350 


— 

New South Wales . . 

170 

590 

1,470 

1,670 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

27 

263 

202 

653 

Pegue 

163 

350 

265 

463 

Mauritius . . 

19»127 

14»676 

14,270 

10,695 

Cape of Good Hope 

— 

— 

2,000 

1,508 


sa,350 

17,943 

‘8,755 

21,462 

Deduct 

‘8,775 

— 

— 

‘ 7 , 94 a 

But Excess in Value in 1828-29 . . 

‘,675 

— 

— 

3,519 


113. The r.oinparaiive result of the above statement is a decrease of 489 pieces in 
our shipments to the United Kin*jdoiii, but an increase of value by sicca rupees 5,009 ; an 
increase of mauuds 275, value sicca rupees 20G, on our Exports to South America ; to 
New South Wales, of pieces 1,300, value sicca rupees 1,080 ; to the Arabian and Persian 
Gulfs, of pieces 175, value sicca rupees 390 ; to Pegue, of pieces 112, value sicca rupees 
113 ; and to the Cape of Good Hope, pieces 2,000, value sicca rupees 1,508. 

114. Decrease has occurred in the following cases: to America, of pieces 19, value 
sicca rupees 197 ; to the Coast of Coromandel of pieces 12, value sicca rupees 360 ; to 
the Coast of Malabar of pieces GO, value sicca rupees 350 ; and to the Mauritius of pieces 
4,857, value sicca rupees 3,880. 

Gunnies ^ Importations from the Interior are represented at 5,016,1 14 pieces, value sicca 

and rupees 3,18,211, being a decrease on the out-turn of the previous year by 15,019 pieces. 

Gunny Bags, value sicca rupees 8,525. 

1 16. The statement of Exportations exhibits an improvement, in the year 1827-28, of 
1,476,879 pieces, value sicca rupees 44,785; the amount of shipments in 1828-29 being 
3,335,587 pieces, value sicca rupees 2,16,735. 


Gunnies 
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Gunnies and Gunny Exports by Sea. 


— 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Pieces. 

Value. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

United Kingdom . . 


.. 

7 | 2.')0 

360 

260,700 

15,990 

France 



24,250 

3.281 

15,000 

800 

Portugal 



15,000 

2,250 

25,800 

1,326 

America 



22 ,Go8 

2,325 

81,900 

4,516 

South America 



— 

— 

30,000 

2,640 

Coast of Coromandel 



28,075 

2.577 

69,875 

5.2 16 

H. C. Trade 



1 75,000 

39.053 

— 

— 

Private ditto 



836,150 

51,310 

— 

— 

Coast of Malabar . . 



1,011,150 

90.363 

2,252,435 

1,43,378 

Coast of Sumatra . . 



14,900 

1,755 

— 

— 

Ceylon 



56,100 

2.526 

35.000 

3.361 

New South Wales . . 



10,000 

1,196 

1.742 

185 

Penang and Eastward 



192,600 

16,408 

2.59.385 

15.209 

Java 



358,700 

40.967 

104,400 

9,425 

Manilla 


« • 

1,000 

130 


— 

China . . 


• • 

84^075 

5,428 

142,950 

10,764 

Peguc 



— 

— 

20,300 

1,487 

Mauritius . . 



26,000 

1,554 

31,100 

2,238 

Cape of Good Hope 



7,000 

880 

5,000 

200 




1,858,708 

1,72,000 

3.335.587 

2,16,735 




Deduct 

1,858,708 

1,72,000 




Excess in 

1828-29 . . 

>.476,879 

44,735 


117 . The comparative results of the foreiijoiiig* exhibit an increase nii the shipments 

made to the United Kingdom, of pieces 2r)t3,340, value sicca rupees to America, 

of pieces 5y,2*}2, value sicca rupees 2,1*11 , to South America, 30,000 i)ieces, value 
sicca rupees 2,640; to the Coast of (\)roniand(*l, of pieces 41,H00, value sicca rupees 
2,639; to the Coast of Malabar, of pieces 1,241,283, value sicca rupees 53,015 ; to 
C3iina, of pit^ccs 58,875, value sicca rupees 5,336 ; to Pegue, of pieces 20,300, value 
sicea rupees 1,487 ; to the Mauritius, of pieces 5,100, value sicca rupees 684. 

118. The shipments to Portugal present an increase in (piantity of pieces 10,800, but 
a deficiency in value of sicea rupess 924; to Ceylon, an advance iii value of sicca rupees 

4 R 2 835, 
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835, but a deficiency in quantity of pieces 21,100 ; and to Penang and Eastward, an 
increase in quantity of 66,785 pieces, but a decrease in value of sicca rupees 1,199. 

119. Decrease has been met in the following cases: on exports to France, of 9,250 
pieces, value sicca rupees 2,481 ; to the Coast of Sumatra, of pieces 14,900, value sicca 
rupees 1,755 ; to New South Wales, of pieces 8,258, value sicca rupees 1,011 ; to Java, 
pieces 2,54,300, value sicca rupees 31, .542 ; to Manilla, pieces 1,000, value sicca rupees 
i:i0; and to the Cape of Good Hope, of pieces 2,000, value sicca rupees 680. 

120. Adding to the above quantity the Gunnies which have accompanied the shipments 
of Grain, at the rate of one piece per maund of Grain, the total of Gunnies exported, in 
tlie year under consideration, will be found to have been 4,7 14,270 pieces ; and, at 700 
pieces to one ton, the extent of tonnage employed in their conveyance was 6,777- 

121. The Inland Importation of this article was B. mauiids 1,010, value sicca rupees 
10 , 572 , during the year under review. 

122. The Exportations exhibit a trifling fluctuation ; the amount of shipments being 
maunds 1,116, value sicca rupees 10,690; or maunds dlOf value sicca rupees 3,810, in 
excess of tha year 1828-29. 


Soap Exports by Sea. 



1827-28. 

* 

1828-29. 


Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

_ 

— 

180 

1,761 

France . . 

— 

— 

15 

100 

Coast of Coromandel . . 

10 

117 


— 

New South Wales 

105 

1,050 

— 

— 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs . . 

— 

— 

35 

363 

Penang and Eastward 

125 

1,244 

533 

5,111 

Java 

305 

3.943 

200 

1,850 

China 

91 

880 

64 

635 

Pegue 

65 

65 a 

89 

886 


1 701 

1 

6,886 

j 

1,116 

10,696 

Deduct 

Excess in 1828-29 

• • • ■ 

701 

6,886 

415 

3,810 


123. An 
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123. An increase appears on our shipments^ to the United Kingdom of maunds 180, 
value sicca rupees 1,761 ; to France, of maunds 15, value sicca rupees 100 ; to the 
Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of maunds 35, value sicca rupees 363 ; to Penang and East- 
ward, of maunds 408, value sicca rupees 3,867 ; and to Pcgue, of maunds 24, value 
sicca rupees 234. 

124. Decrease occurred in the following shipments : to the Coast of Coromandel, of 
maunds 10, value .sicca rupees 117; to Now South Wales, of maunds 105, value sicca 
rupees 1,050 ; to Java, maunds 105, value sicca rupees 1,093 ; and to China, of maunds 
27, value sicca rupees 255. 

125. The Importation of this staple, from the Interior, augmented considerably in 
the year under consideration, the quantity having been maunds 187,170, value sicca 
rupees 9,35,850, showing an excess on the previous year of maunds 59,304, value sicca 
rupees 2,96,385. 

126. The exports also present an increase throughout our shipments, the total of 
exporlatioii being maunds 1,578, value sicca rupees 7,958, or an excess of maunds 995, 
value sicca rupees 6,349, on the amount of the year 1828-29, as per statement — 
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Tobacco Exports by Sea. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

- 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

52 

149 

59 

689 

Coast of Coromandel . . 

— 

— 

40 

198 

Coast of Malabar 

31 

155 

230 

1,153 

New South Wales 

— 

— 

22 

110 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs . . 

101 

301 

186 

980 

Penang and Eastward 

40 

128 

569 

2,711 

Pegue . . . . . . . . . . 

379 

868 

436 

1,831 

Maidive Islands 

— 

— 

24 

118 

Mauritius . . . . . . . . | 

L 

— 

32 

160 


1 

603 

1,601 

1.598 

7,950 


Deduct 

• • • • 

603 

1,601 

Excess in 1828-99 

.. 

995 

6,349 


127. The 
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127 . Tlie comparative details of the foregoing are an increase on the shipments^ to 
Great Britain of maunds 7 , value sicca rupees 540 ; to the Coast of Coromandel^ of 
maunds 40, value sicca rupees 198 ; to the Coast of Malabar^ of maunds 199^ value 
sicca rupees ^)98; to New South Wales, of maunds 22, value sicca rupees 110; to the 
Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of maunds 85, value sicca rupees 679 ; to Penang and the 
Eastward, of maunds 529, value sicca rupees 2,583 ; to Peguc, of maunds 57, value 
sicca rupees 963 ; to the Maidive Islands, of maunds 24, value sicca rupees 118; and 
to the Mauritius, of maunds 32, value sicca rupees 160. 

128. The Importation of this commodity, from the Interior, is not noticed. 

129. In exports there appeared an excess on the out-turn of the previous year by 
maunds 349, value sicca rupees 2,741, the amount of shipments in 1828-29 being maunds 
1,915, value sicca rupees 22,786. 


Putchuck Exports by Sea. 




1827.28. 

1828-29. 



Maunds. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Coast of Coromandel . . 


43 

52 a 


— 

Coast of Malabar 

• • 

94 

hm 

— 

— 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs . . 

• • 

22 

263 

— 

— 

Penang and Eastward 


13 

157 

29 

34,5 

China . . 

, , 

1,386 

17,862 

1,886 

32,441 

Pegue . . 

• 

9 

108 

— 

— 



I 1566 

I 20,045 

1.915 

22,786 



Deduct 

• • • ■ 

1,566 

20,045 


Excess in 1828-29 

.. 

349 

2,741 


130. The exportations have been confined to Penang and the Eastward, and to China ; 
the result, as regards the former, i.s an increase of maunds 1(), value sicca rupees 188, 
and the latter of maunds 501, value sicca rupees 4,579. 

131, No shipments of Putchuck were made, in the year under notice, to the Coast of 
Coromandel, the Coast of Malabar, the Arabian or Persian Gulfs, or to Pegue, 

132. The 
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132. The Inland Importations are given at mannds 2,500, value sicca rupees 14,606. 

133. The Elxportations, in the year under notice, amount to maunds 1,249, value sicca 
rupees 12,605, being a deficiency of maunds 2,889, vdue sicca rupees 24,621, on the 
result of the year 1827 - 28 . 

Gums Exports by Sea. 



1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

Mannds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

2,661 

99,358 

445 

4,565 

France 

511 

5»403 

173 

1,542 

America 

915 

8,956 

593 

6,133 

Coast of Coromandel . . 

51 

509 

— 

— 

Mauritius 

— 

— 

38 

365 

• 

4,138 

37,396 

1,249 

12,605 

Deduct . . 

1,049 

19,605 



Less in 1828-39 

9,889 

24,621 




134. The comparative details of the above are a deficiency in our sliipments to the 
United Kingdom of maunds 2,216, value sicca rupees 17,793; to PVanco, maunds 338, 
value sicca rupees 3,861 ; to America, of maunds 322, value sicca rupees 2,823 ; and to 
the Coast of Coromandel, of maunds 51, value sicca rupees 509. 'Hie exportations to the 
Mauritius alone show an increase, being maunds 38, value sicca rupees 365, above that of 
the year 1827 - 28 . 

135. This article, like others which arc allowed free importatioip from the Interior, has 
no entry at the Inland Custom-house. 

136. In Exportation the demand appears to have considerably declined. The quan- 
tity of shipment, in the year 1828-29, has been 2,253 bolts, value sicca rupees 17,900, 
being a comparative deficiency of bolts 3,734, value sicca rupees 51,066, as illustrated in 
the following : 

% 
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Bengal. 

Cnnvflfi, __ _ 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Pieces. 

Value. 

Pieces. 

Value. 

United Kingdom . . 



419 

3>992 

Coast of Coromandel 

>.778 

21,582 

70 

640 

Coast of Malabar 

488 

3.721 

733 

5 . 3>8 

New South Wales . . 

1,068 

11,283 

150 

1,500 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

— 

— 

12 

120 

Penang and Eastward 

985 

10,941 

665 

4,860 

Java . . 

825 

11,607 

85 

510 

Manilla 

100 

1,800 

— 


China 

268 

2,880 

— 


Peguc 

58 

1,198 

— 

— 

Mauritius . . 

243 

2,214 

100 

800 

Cape of Good Hope 

174 

1,740 

20 

160 

Deduct . . . . ' 

1 

Less in 1828-29 .. 

5,987 

2,253 

3 , 7.34 

68 , 9(56 

17,900 

1 

51,066 

2,253 

17,900 


11^7. The operations uf the year under consideration were very confined ; the shipments 
to Great Britain (properly to St. Helena), were 419 bolts, value sicca rupees 3,99*2, above 
the amount of the previous year: to the Coast of Malabar, bolts 244, value sicca 
rupees 1,597; to the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, 12 bolts, value sicca rupees 
120. The comparative deficiencies of the year occur in shipments to the Coast of 
Coromandel of 1,708 holts, value sicca rupees 20,942 ; to New South Wales, of 918 bolts, 
value sicca rupees 9,783; to Penang and Eastward, 320 bolts, \aliie sicca rupees 0,081 ; 
to Java, 740 bolts, value sicca rupees 1 1 ,097 ; to the Mauritius, of 143 bolts, value sicca 
rupees 1,414; and to the Cape of Good Hope, of 154 bolts, value sicca rupees 1,580 ; 
the diminution being au^iented by the absence of exportation to the following places, 
liz, to Manilla, of bolts 100, value sicca rupees 1,800; to China, of bolts 2(58, value 
hicca rupees 2,880 ; and to Pogue, of bolts 58, value sicca rupc<\s 1,198. 

Hemp, riax, 138. Are exempted from registry on Inland Importation, the transit being free of 
and Twine. duty. 

139. The Exportations of the year amounted to maunds 19,478, value sicca rupees 
1,0(5,759, being a comparative excess, in the year 1827-28, of maunds 3,784, value sicca 
rupees 8,217, as per statement that follows ; — 


Hemp 
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18 ? 7 . 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

« 

Muiuidfl. 

Value. 

Maunds. 

Value. 

United Kingdom 

11 . 8 . 1,3 

52,300 

14,990 

60,248 

France 

47 

405 

— 

— 

Portugal 

— 

— 

140 

1,880 

America 

2,245 

28,047 

1.994 

24,044 

Brazils 

— 

— 

80 

1,120 

Coast of Coromandel 

269 

2,828 

56 

434 

Coast of Malabar . . 

188 

2,021 

427 

3.287 

Ceylon 

41 

386 

21 

291 

New South Wales . . 

81 

1,219 

29 

114 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 


312 

49 

477 

Penang and Eastward 

48 

691 

110 

888 

Manilla 

11 1 

150 

— 

— 

Pegue 

132 ! 

i, 49<5 

s6 

278 

Mauritius 

529 ; 

7.541 

1.437 i 

12,710 

Cape of Good Hope 

229 ; 

1,146 

119 ! 

988 


i.'i .^94 

98,542 j 

19.478 , 

1.06,759 


Deduct . . 

15 ,fi 94 

98,542 

£xcc.s8 in 1828-29 .. 

3,784 

8,217 


(!•) 
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140, The details, contrasted with those of the previous year, present an increase on 
the operations to Great Britain, of maitnds 3,157, value sicca rupees 7/«14«S ; to For- 
tugal, of maunds 140, value sicca rupees 1,880; to the Brazils, of 80 maunds, value sicca 
rupees 1,120 ; to the Coast of Malabar, of maunds 230, value sicca rupees l,2G6 ; to the 
Arabian and Persian Gulfs, of maunds 10, value sicca rupees 165 ; to Penang and East- 
ward, of maunds 62, value sicca rupees 197 ; and to the Mauritius, of maunds ‘.K)8, value 
sicca rupees 5,169, These advantages having been partially counteracted by deficiency 
in the amount of our shipments to America, of maunds 251, value sicca rupees 4,003 ; to 
the Coast of Coromandel, maunds 213, value sicca rupees 2,394 ; to Ceylon, of maunds 
20, value sicca rupees 95 ; to New South Wales, of maunds 54, vahic sicca rupees 1,105 ; 
to Pegiie, of maunds 106, value sicca rupees 1,218 ; and to the Capo of Good Hope, of 
maunds 110, value sicca rupees 158 ; also by no exportations having been made in the 
following cases: to Prance, of maunds 47 f value sicca rupees 405 ; and to Manilla, of 
maunds 11, value sicca rupees 150. 

141. There appears to have been no shipment of this commodity within the year under Rum. 
consideration ; the comparative result is consequently a deficiency equal to the extent of 

the exportations of the year 1827*28, wdiich is 7^290 gallons, value sicca rupees 8,397 ; 

4 S small 
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Bengal. 

Rum. 


small shipments of rum, however, as stores for vessels, have taken place ; but these 
petty supplies, under a recent regulation of the Custom-house, are not entered upon the 
Trade Registers. No exportation was effected under commercial objects. 


Bengal Rum Exports by Sea. 



1 

^827-28. 

1828-29. 

j 

1 

Gallons. 

1 i 

Value. 

1 

Gallons. 

Value. 

New South Wales . . 

2. >37 

2,404 

— 

1 — 

Java . . . . • • • • 

i,o8i 

>,356 ' 

— 

i 

China 

1,058 

1,058 

i 



1 

Pegue . . . • 

3,014 

3.579 



All Decrease. 


8,397 

— 

— 


142. The Inland Importation of this drug is given at 7,709 chests, value sicca rupees 
1,06,35,134 ; which, contrasted with the entry for the previous year, shows an increase 
in the quantity by 1,359 chests, and a reduction in value of sicca rupees 70,106. 

143. The aggregate of Exportation is 6,554 chests, value sicca rupees 90,18,536, or a 
deficiency on the amount of the previous year by 1,349 chests, value sicca rupees 
30,88,265, as represented in the following Statement : 

Opium Exports by Sea. 

^ - - I — ^ 

1827-28. I 1828-29, 


1 

Chests. 

1 Value. j 

Cliests. 

Value. 

Coast of Sumatra 

23 

1 I 

3>.730 

■— 

— 

Penang and Eastward 

325 

5,30,326 

1,582 

20,37,290 

Java 

195 

2,49. >75 

62 

1,03,715 

Manilla . . . . 

18 

: 3 >,865 

— 

— 

China * 

7 » 34 i 

1,12,62,475 

4,903 

68,68,251 

Pegue 

1 

1,230 


9,280 


7.903 

' 1,21,06,801 

6,554 

90.18,536 

Deduct 

6,554 

90,18,536 



Lets in 1828-29 . . 

1,394 

30,88„265 

1 
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Patna Opium . . 
Benares Ditto 


1828-29. 


Chests. 


Value. 


4.817 

1.737 


23-19.190 


I 


Averafcc Price 
per Chest. 


1,390. 12. 4. 


1,335* 2. 9. 


144. 'Pho details of the forcooin*^ are a deficiency on the exports to Java, of 133 
chests, value sicca rupees lyl.'i.KX); and to China, of chesfs ‘2,438, value sicca rupees 
1,03,94,224; and from no apparent shipments, a decrease' equal to exportations of the 
previous year in the trade with the Coast of Sumatra of 23 chests, Vtiliie sicca rupees 
31,730; and with Manilla, of chests 18, value sicca riij)ees 31,8(>.5. Increase is pre- 
sented on our shipments to ]Vnan<f and Eastward of chests 1,2.57, value sicc.i rij])ees 
15,00,901 ; anti to Pe^ue of 0 chests, valut? sicca rupees 8,050. 

145. The sales of the year under consideration were 7, 10*J chests, value sicca rupees 
92,61,030, coniprehendin»' 5,287 chests of Patna, value sicca rupees f)7,23,.340 ; and 
Benares, 2,122 chests, value sicca rtipt-os 25,37,0)90; the average price of the first bein;^ 
at sicca rupees 1,271. 10. 9^ per chest, and of the latter, at sicca rupees 1,195. 14. J. 
per chest. 

146. 'Phe year under review does not appear to have been marked by any very extraor- 
dinary circumstances. I'lie cultivation of Indi*jo coiiliiiuod to be the principal object for 
the investment of capital, and to have boon preferrt-d tts the medium of remittances to 
Kurope, notwit listanding the production had been carried beyond the usual annual 
avera^-e. 

147. The speculations in Baw Silk wore incrca.sod ; but we havi‘ loarjit that the 
remittances which were made in tliis article have greatly disappointed expectation. 

148. We have repre.sented the trade in Cotton Piece (xoods as much reduced, juid 
declining in the scale of our External Commerce ; and that the exportation of the article 
is opposed by the markets abroad being possessed by British maniiraeture. We are 
anxious to see the completion of tlic project of establishing niachinory in India for the 
purpose of spinning and weaving. 

149. We conceive that future operations in this article will be still greatly reduced. 
The principal demand for Silk Piece (roods is for Europe ; and our exjjorls of it. thither 
has been yearly declining ; the silks rcijuirod for America are of smaller dinieiisionN fhan 
those of Europe, and of an inferior quality. The corahs, or unbleaclied and imprinted 
silks, liave of late formed the principal export demand for Eurojjo. 

150. This important staple has lately attracted considerable attention, and very expen- 
sive and extensive undertakings are, we under-stand, contemplated in it. 

151. The principal demand for this product is in Europe and America. Tin* many 
uses to which it is now applied in Europe has given it a character in our trade wliicli it ditl 
not formerly possess ; and as no part of the world is capable of producing it at a cheaper 
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price than the East-Indies, or properly Hindoostan, it is one of the principal articles of 
our trade. At the present moment, when the Tariff of the United States has so greatly 
diminished the number of exportable commodities to America, when the high price of 
Indigo almost forbids the shipment of it from hence to the States, Saltpetre forms the 
link of our commerce with America, and its cheapness affords employment to a vast pro- 
portion of the tonnage engaged between Europe and India. The quantity exported in 
the year under notice was F. mauiids 376>640, and the average of the last five years 
is F. mauiids 3*20,3y i.* 

1 .32. This most valuable and important article has been, for a series of years past, 
declining in the scale of oiir external trade. Its principal demand is in Great Britain and 
in China. In the first, it is successfully opposed by the American product ; in the last, 
local production, nearly to the extent of the demand for it, with the utmost desire of 
China Cotton fiibrics in Europe, has diminished the want of it. l‘Vom the soil and climate 
of India being generally favourable to the growth of Cotton, it is to be lamented that 
greater attention is not paid to its production. 

133. I’he least in value, but the most important branch of our external and internal 
trade, competing with Sugar ami Saltpetre as dead w'eight to the shipping engaged in the 
Europe trade, it promises to sustain a steady position in it. 'J'fio culture of Rice has of 
late been successfully extended on the C‘oast of Coromandel and Malabar, which accounts 
for the comparative deficiency in the exports thither ; their proximity to Ceylon, and the 
Arabian and Persian (iiilfs, will occasion supplies from thence, and create a proportionate 
diminution in our exports ; but the abandonment of almost all other agricultural produc- 
tions at the Mauritius in favour of Sugar, will considerably augment the demand for 
Rice, for the use of the C’olony. The shipments of Grain to Pegue and Penang are 
chiefly commissariat supplies. We have already observed that the Grain shipped, in the 
year under consideration, equalled 32,000 tons of shipping. 

134. In our Report of the past year wv stated that this article was not likely to im- 
prove in our commerce with Fairope, where its value is best appreciated, and where the 
demand for it principally exists ; and our returns for the present year justify the remark ; 
the exportation to France being greatly diminished in the year under consideration. It 
is probable that a reduction in the first cost may generally increase the consumption of 
Safflower ; and it is believed that the Suiiderbuiid lands are favourable to the growth and 
production of it. 

133. The increased demand in Europe and America for Shell Lac has drawn conside- 
rable attention to this product. From its cheapness, it afiTords a safe medium of remit- 
tance to Europe, particularly to England ; and so long as the price is kept within mode- 
rate bounds, it will continue, we imagine, to be an object of inquiry. 

13G. Of this classification, the following claim consideration : 

157. Considerable attention has of late been given by Government to the agricultural 


• 18-2t-25 

1825- 20 

1826- 27 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 


F. inautids 232.765 
320,363 

— 315,672 

— 356,530 

— 376,640 


1,(]01,970 


F. niuiinds . . 320, 
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condition of India, and to the means of improving its productions. Tobacco, as one of 
the principal staples, has not been overlooked ; and it is to be hoped that before long it 
may rank amongst exportable commodities. 

158. These are products of groat and general utility; and their improvement, if it 
could bo effected without enhancing the present cost of production, would be of very 
general benefit. 

159. There has been a total suspension of the export of this article during the year 
1828-’29. The principal demand for it was in New South Wales; but the heavy duty 
there laid upon it i.s known to have operated as an entire prohibition. 

KiO. I'he gross value of Exports, in the year under consideration, was sicca rupees 
5/20,15, 1 ‘1'2 ; of which amount, Merchanchizo involves sicca rupees 5,02,81,959, and 
Treasure, sicca rupees 17,03,193, as exemplified in the following Statement; 


EXTfKNAI. 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMEKrP. 

(Id 

Bengal 

Hemp, FIa\, .nul 
IVine. 

Kmi). 


Abstract Statement of Exports from Calcutta, ki the year 1828-29. 


Cotton Piece Goods . . 




. . pieces 

Silk Piece Goods 




— 1 

Shawls 




^ ^ 

Indigo 




maunds 

Sugar 





Silk 





Grain . , 




___ 

Behar Opium 




. . chests 

Benares ditto 




- 

Saltpetre 




maunds 

Gums 






Cotton 




* 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 




. . pieces 

Lac Dye 




maunds 

Shell Lac 




■ 

Turmeric 





Castor Oil 






Safflower 




i 

Skins and Hides 





Ginger 




maunds 

Sal ammoniac 




i 

Borax and Tincal 




1 

Canvas 




• . bolts i 

Soap .. 




maunds 1 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine 




— 

Muiiject 






Carpets and Blankets 




. . pieces 

Tobacco 




maunds 

Putchuck 

Country Sundries 






828,153 
393* 1 40 
555 
102,414 

429.72.3 
19.9G8 
1 ,408,683 
4,817 

1.737 

370, (>40 
1.849 
201,083 

3.335.587 

7.594 

11.440 

34.985 

3.318 

3.040 

13.357 

1.551 

8.55fi 
2.853 
1,1 1() 
19.478 
2.934 
18.775 

1.598 

1.915 


31,36,004 
30,43,864 
84,704 
1,31,93,642 
36,66.338 
95.61,172 
24,04,435 
66,99.346 
23.19.190 
16,09,034 
1 2,605 
35,88,423 
2.16,735 

5.49,311 

2,07,330 

87.637 

53.766 

78,843 

73.948 

43,271 

24,898 

46,436 

17.900 

10,696 

1.06,759 

17.041 

31,463 

7,950 

32,786 

5,37,002 


Re-exported 


4,74,41,528 

28,40,431 


5,02,81,959 

17,63,193 


5.20,45,152 


Treasure . . 


• • 
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161. But if the true market value of Iifcligo and Raw Silk be taken^ and an increase of 
five per cent, on the aggregate of all other goods bo assumed, to bring the amount to 
market standard, the total of sports will appear as under : 

Aggregate value of Goods exported 

Indigo, on maunds 91,255, at difference between 100 per maund and 
marked value, say at 130 per maund, which j^llows for inferior qualities 

Raw Silk, on maunds 6,359, diff'erence between 6. 12. 3}. rupees per seer, 
and 10. 8. 3^. per seer, at 3 rupees 12 annas per seer 

Value of Exports (less Indigo and Raw Silk), rupees 2,85,28,145, at five 
per cent. . . . . 


Amount of Merchandize . . 

Treasure Ex|)orted 

Amount of Exports . • • . Sa. Us. 


Tonnage. The amount of Tonnage employed, during the year under consideration, was, in 

arrivals, 4113 ships or vessels, containing 141,981 tons ; and in departures, 433 vessels, or 
tons 139,‘2()5 j the former exhibiting, as compared with the year 1827-28, a decrease by 
253 vessels, or tons 33,036, and the latter a diminishment by 259 vessels, or tons 
39,028. 

163. The principal fluctuations in the arrivals occur in vessels from Great Britain, 
wherein 17 vessels have been less than of the previous year, with an increase of tonnage 
of 3,263 tons. The arrivals from France have been of 9 vessels, containing 2,417 tons ; 
and of American, one vessel and 738 tons, in excess of the previous year. The deficiencies 
are, of Swedish, 2 vessels, tons 127 ; of Dutch, 1 vessel, of 568 tons ; of Arabs, 6 vessels, 
of 2,139 tons ; and of Dhotiios of the Coasting Trade, 232 vessels, tons 34,800. The 
absence of arrivals of Portuguese and Spanish ships has occasioned a deficiency of 4 vessels, 
of 1,500 tons, in the first; and of one vessel, of 320 tons, in the latter. 

164. In departures, the following comparative changes are noticed : Increase in French 
vessels of 9, equal to 3,207 tons ; of Swedish, 2 vessels, tons 410 ; and of American, 
tons 316. The deficiencies are as follow : to the United Kingdom, of vessels 25, tons 
3,864 ; of Portuguese, 2 vessels, tons 875 ; of Spanish (from the absence of departures), 
1 vessel, of 320 tons ; of Dutch, 2 vessels, tons 636 ; of Arabs, 8 vessels, of tons 2,466 ; 
and of Dhoiiies, 232, of tons 34,H00. 

165. Of the Tonnage that nas engaged in the Trade with Great Britain, in tlie year 
under consideration, the Honourable Company’s regular and chartered ships from Great 
Britain involve 22 ships, or tons 21,565 ; and the Private, from Great Britain, 84 ships, 
or tons 35,739, in arrivals. In departures, the Tonnage that is presented is made up of 
12 ships, or tons 9,824 of the Honourable Company’s from Great Britain ; and 75 ships 
or vessels, or tons 82,787 of the Private Trade, for the same place. 

166. The diminution in the number of Dhonics for the past year is indicative of the 
decline of the coasting trade. The intermediate ports and places on the Coromandel 
Coast, are now more immediately supplied with Europe articles from Madras^ which will 
obviate the necessity of \ isiting this place for supplies. 


5,02,81,959 

1,18,63,150 

9,53,850 

14,26,407 

6,45,25,366 

17,63,193 

16,62,88,559 
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167. The 
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167. The rates of Tonnage to England, for the year 18*28-29, may be quoted at £3. per 
ton for dead weight, and £5. IOj. for light goods. Tonnage to France was maintained at 
200 francs per ton. 

168. The statement of Tonnage, for the year 1828-29, is as under : 

Comparative Statement of Ships and Tonnage to and from Calcutta, for 1827-28 

and 1828-29. 


1827-28. 1828-29. 


ARRIVALS : 

I ShipH. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Under British Colours 

, ' ' 

1 

251 

97,882 

234 

101,145 

— French — 

25 

8,147 

34 

10,564 

— Swedish — 

3 

595 

1 

468 

— Portuguese — 

4 . 

1,500 

— 

— 

— Spanish — 

1 

320 


— 

— Dutch — . . . . 

3 ; 

1,028 

2 

460 

— American — . . . . 

10 

2,788 

1 

3,526 

— Arab — . . . , ' 

19 

7.957 

13 ) 

5,118 

— Dhonies — . . , . 1 

370 

65,500 

138 , 

20,700 

1 

686 1 

175,017 

433 1 

141,981 

Deduct . . . . 1 

433 

141,981 

1 


1 

1 




Net Decrease iu 1828-29 * • | 

953 i 

1 

33,036 
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Tonnage. 


DEPARTURES : 


Under British Colours 
— French — 
— Swedish — 
— Portuguese — 
— Spanish — 
— Dutch — 
— American — 
— Arabs — 
— Dhonies — 


Deduct 


Net Decrease in 1828-29 . . 


I 1827-28. 1828-29. 


1 ' ■ 

1 Ships. 

1 

Tons. 

1 Ships. 

1 Tons. 

, 255 

100,236 

i 

i 230 

96,379 

25 

7,798 

34 

; 11,005 

1 

335 

3 

745 

3 

J.975 

1 

400 

1 

320 

1 

... 

4 

1,096 

2 

i 460 

11 

3,254 

1 11 

’ 3,570 

22 

8,419 

i 

5,953 

370 

55i5oo 

! 

! 138 

20,700 

69a 
, 433 

1,78,933 j 

»,39.906 

433 

» 39,905 


259 


39>oa8 
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Europe. 

169. The value of our commerce with Europe^ in the year 1828-29, amounted to sicca 
rupees 5.47,71,820 ; comprehending Imports at sicca rupees 2,50,90,061, and Exports at 
sicca rupees 2,96,81,769; the former, or Imports, exceeding those of the year 1827*28 
by sicca rupees 33,60,762, and the latter deficient sicca rupees 78,89,357. The compa- 
rative dififereiice between the aggregate valuation of the two years being a decline of 
sicca rupees 45,28,595 in the year 1828-29, as more fully illustrated in the following 
Schedules : 


Europe : 



IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

grand 

1827-28. 

Merchandize. 

1 Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

' Merchandize. 

1 

, Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

TOTAL 

Great Britain 

1.89.91 1756 

1 

1 73.620 

1,90.65.376 

1 1 

3,04,20,280 '41,65,699 

3,45,85.979 

5,36,51.355 

France 

13.83.920 

9,28,546 

23,12,466 

26,86,304 

13,500 

] 26,99,804 

50,12,270 

Hamburgh . • 

73,912 

— 

73,912 

— 

•— 

— 

1 73,919 

Sweden 

79.492 

— 

79,499 

91,477 

— 

91,477 

1.70.969 

Portugal 

87,118 

1.10,925 

1,98,043 

>,93.866 

— 

1,93.866 

3,91,909 

1828-29 : 

2,06,16,198 ' 

i 

11,13,091 

2,17,29,289 

3,33.91.927 

41,79,199 

, 3.75,71,126 

1 

5,93,00,415 

Great Britain 

1 

2, a 1,8 1, 707 

1 1 

2,48,101 

2,94,29,808 

2,57.66,464 

12,41,443 

2,70,07,907 

4,94.37,715 

France 

17,10,434 

4,93,816 

22,04,250 ] 

23,87,107 

— 

23,87,107 

45.91.357 

Hamburgh . . 

3,73.232 

— 

3.73,232 1 


— 

— 

3,73.239 

Sweden • . 

82,761 

— - 

82,761 

1,74,322 

— 

1,74.322 ; 

2,57,083 

Portugal 

— 

— 

— 

1 . 12,433 

— 

1 , 12,433 ! 

1,12,433 


2,43.48,134 

7,41.917 

2,50,90,051 

2,84,40,326 

12,41,443 j 

2,96,81,769 

5,47.71,820 

Increase . . ' 

37,31.936 


33,60,762 

— 

— 

_ 1 


Decrease . . 

— 

3.71,174 

— 

49,51,601 

29,37,756 

78,89.357 j 

45 , 38,595 


Great 
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Great Britain. 

170. The amount of shipping* engaged in the trade with the United Kingdom^ in the* 
year under consideration has been^ in arrivals^ 106 vessels^ or tons 57>304« and in 
departures, 87 vessels, or tons 42,611; the difference between this and the preceding 
year being an increase, on arrivals, of 4 vessels, or tons 5,380, and an excess also on 
departures, of 13 vessels, or tons 7^046. 

171 1 Of the vessels that have been employed in this trade during the year under 
review, 16, of tons 16,828, from Great Britain, have belonged to the Honourable Com- 
pany ; and 00 vessels, or 40,476 tons, were of the Private Trade. In departures, 9 ves- 
'•els, or tons 6,825, have been the Honourable Company’s, and 78 vessels, or tons 
35,7''^6, of the Private Trade. 

172. The Hrrivals from Great Britain may be thus cla.sscd: 74 vessels, or tons 46,211, 
from London ; 19 \cssels, or tons 7,133, from Liverpool; 9 vessels of 2,544 tons, from 
Greenock; one vessel of tons 399, from Hull ; two of 71 1 tons, from Leith ; and one 
ve.s.sel of tons 303 from Newcastle. 

173. The departures uerc* 65 vessels, of tons 134,8.59, to Grcrtt Britain ; 21 vessels, of 
tons 7,610, to Liverpool ; and one \essc;I of tons 142, to Leith. 

174. VVfi have before observed that the Port of Greenock appears unable to sustain a 
reciprocal commerce with India; wc accordingly find that although nine vessels arrived 
here with produce; fnnii Greenock, not one of the.se returned to that port; Hull and 
Newcastle arc similarly circumstanced in regard to their relation with India; the vessels 
which came from these; places did not return, but they preferred engaging freight from 
hence to London and Liverpoed. One of the two ve.ssels from Leith returned thither, 
the other having acce^ptod a lading for London or Liveq>ool. 
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Bengal. 
Great Britain. 


1827.28. 1 1828-29. 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Arrivals : 





London . . 

79 

44,062 

74 

46,211 

Liverpool 

16 

5>939 

19 

7>133 

Greenock 

7 

L923 

9 

2,544 

Hull 

— 


1 

399 

Leith 

— 

— ^ 1 

2 

7H 

Newcasde 

— 

I 

1 

303 


103 

5I1924 1 

106 

57.304 


Deduct 

• • . . 1 

102 

51.924 


Net Increase in 1838-99 


4 


5.380 
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1 


COMMERCE. 

1827 - 28 . j 

1828 - 29 . 

(»-T 


1 

— 

— 

Bengal. Departures : 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Great Britain. 

i 




London 

56 

28,697 

65 

34 . 8 fi 9 

Liverpool 

»7 

6,676 

21 

7,610 

Greenock ■ . 

1 

192 

— 

— 

Leith 

— 

— 

1 

142 

• 

74 

35.565 

87 

43,611 

• 

1 

Deduct . . . . ' 

1 

74 

35,565 

Net Increase in 182 & 

1-29 . . . . ' 

13 

7,046 


175. The gross value of our commerce with the United Kingdom, for the year undei 
consideration, is sicca rupoos d,94,37>715 ; of which Imports comprehend sicca rupees 
2,24,29,808, and Exports sicca rupees 2,70,07,907 ; yielding a rcsidt, compared witli the 
previous or year 1827-28, of increase on Imports to tlie extent of sicca rupees 33,64,432, 
and a decrease in Exports to tlie value of sicca rupees 75,78,072, as shown in Uie follow- 
ing Statement : 


• 


\ 

1 Merchandize. 

! 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Imports 



t 

. . j 2,21,81,707 

2,48,101 

3,24,29,808 

Exports 



• • 1 2,57,66,464 

1 

12 , 41,443 , 

2,70.07,907 


Total . . 

. S. Rs. ^ 4,79,48,171 

> 4 , 89,544 

1 " 

4,94.37,7*5 



Imports. 

Exports. 

1827-28 

1,90,65,376 

3,45,85,979 

1828-29 

2,24,29,808 

3,70,07,907 

Increase 

33,64,439 

— 

Decrease 

1 

— 

75,78,072 
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KXTEttNAL 

176. Separating? the foregoing into its component parts, the fluctuations will be as internal 

follows: the comparative increase in Imports of sicca rupees 33,64,432, in the year < »>mmerce. 
1828-29, is, in merchandize, sicca rupees 31,89,951, and in treasure, sicca rupees "^7* 

1,74,481; whilst the decrease of sicca rupees 75,78,072 in Exports as follows: defi- Hen^l. 

eiency in the value of merchandize, sicca rupees 46,53.816, and in treasure, sicca rupees 

29,24,256. The net deficiency of the trade, contrasted with the year 1827-28, is sicca Britain, 

rupees 42,13,640, as shown in the following, viz. 




- - 

- 

— 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . IncreiL^r. ' 

Decrease. 


Imports : 




Merchandize 

. . 

.. 1,89,91,756 

2,21,81,707 31.89.951 . 


Treasure 

. 

73,620 

2,48,101, 1,74,481 

— 


Exports : 




Merchandize 

• . 

. . . . 3,04,20,280 ! 

2,57,66,484 _ 

46,53,816 

Treasure 

. 

41,65,699 

12,41,443 — 

29,24,256 



5,36,51,355 j 

4, 94.37 ,7 15 33,64,432 

75,78.072 




Deduct Increase . . 

33,64,432 




Net Decrease . , S. Rs. 1 

42,13,640 


177. The value of Imports in the year 1828-29, sicca rupees 2,24.20,808, compre- 
hends the amount <jf goods imported on account of the Honourable Company : in 

merchandize, sicca rupees 1,51,916, and in treasure, sicca rupees 2,46, 114 ; and in Pri- 
vate Trade, merchandize, sicca rupees 2,20,29,791, ami treasure, sicca rupees 1,087. 
The fluctuations in the above, compared with the previous year, as follow : 

Honourable Company’s Trade: 


Merchandize, decrease 
Treasure, increase . . 

Private Trade: 

Merchandize, increase 

Treasure, decrease 

Increase in Imports . . 


1 >96,396 

2,46,4^4 IiKTcni>e. 

50,018 

33,86,347 i 

I 

71,933 I 

“ — 33,14.414 

. . 8. Rs. 33,64.432 


4 T 2 


17s. The 
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Great Britain. 


178 . The Exports have been represented at the value of sicca rupees 2 , 70 , 07 , 907 ; 
consisting of the Honourable Company’s investments in merchandize^ sicca rupees 
1 , 41 , 26 , 165 , and of the Private Trade in merchandize, sicca rupees, 1 , 16 , 40 , 299 , and ot‘ 
treasure, sicca rupees 12 , 41 , 443 . The comparative difference of each, with reference to 
the year 1827-28, is. 


The Honourable Company’s: 


Decrease. 

Merchandize, decrease 

.. 34,10.985 


Treasure, do. 

• • 34,58,7*0 

68,69,705 



Phivate Trade: 



Merchandize, decrease 

. . 12,4*, 831 


Treasure, increase 

• . 5,34.464 

7,08,367 



Decrease in Exports 

. . S. Rs. 

1 75,78,072 


as exemplified in the following Tables : 



H. 

« 

C. TRADE. 

1 

PRIVATE TRADE. 

TOTAL. 


Mercluuidize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 1 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 1 

1 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Imports : 

1827- 28 .. 

1828- 29 . . 

3.48,31* 

1,51,916 

2,46,414 

1 

3,48,312 1,86,43,444 
3 , 98 , 33 o|*,*o, 29 , 79 ij 

1 

i 

73,620 

1,687' 

i 

1,87,17,064 

*,*0,31,478 

1,89,91,756 

2,21,81,707 

73 . 6*0 

2,48,101 

1 >9^*65, 376 
2,24,29,808 

Increase . . 
Decrease 

1.96,396 

2,46414 

50,018 

j 33,86,347 

71,933 

. i 

3,89,951 

1,74,481 

33,64,43* 

Exports : 

1827- 28 . 

1828- 29 .. 

I. 75,37.150 

J, 41, 26, 165 

34,58,720 

*,09.95,870 

1,41,26,165 

1,28,83,130 

1,16,40,299 

7.06,979 

12,41,443 

>>35.90,109 

1,28,81,742 

3,04,20,280 

*,57,66464 

41,65.699 

1 * 41,443 

3,45,85,979 

*,70,07,907 

Increase. . 
Decrease 

34,10.985 

34.58,7*0 

68,69,705 

1*42,831 

6,34464 

7,08,367 

46,53,816 

* 9 ,* 4 ,a 56 

75,78,07* 


179 . We 
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179 . We have already noticed that the value of Imports from Great Britain^ in tlie 
year 1828 - 29 ^ amounts to sicca rupees 2 / 24 / 29 ^ 808 ; of which suni^ the Port of London 
has furnished sicca rupees 96 , 74 , 380 , (in merchandize, sicca nipeos 94 , 26 , 279 , and in 
treasure, sicca rupees 2 , 48 , 101 ); Liverpool, sicca rupees 80 , 11 , 940 , in merchandize; 
Greenock, sicca rupees 45 , 07 , 950 , in merchandize ; the Port of Hull, sicca rupees, 
1 , 22 , 783 , in merchandize; Leith, sicca rupees 93 , 850 , in merchandize ; and Newcastle, 
sicca rupees 18 , 905 , also in merchandize. 

180 . Comparinjj tlie two years under review, the result is as follows : 


London . . 

Merchandize, decrease 

Treasure, increase 

6,14,367 

1,76,196 

Liverpool, 

Merchandize, increase 

Treasure, decrease 

11,05,038 

1,715 

Greenock, 

Hull, 

Leith, 

Newcastle, 

Merchandize, increase 

. do. . • do. . . . . • . 

. do. . . do 

do. . . do 

• • • • 

• • p • 


Decrease, i Increase. 


4 ) 38,071 


11 , 03)317 

24,63,648 

1)22,783 

93,850 

18,905 


38,02,503 
Less .. 4,38,071 

Comparative Increase of Imports . . S. Ks. 33,64,432 
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AND INTERN 
(OM MERCK. 

Bengal. 
Great Britain. 


181 . The Exports to Great Britain, in the year under review, have been reprosonted, 
in the aggrenate, at sicca rupees 2 , 70 , 07 , 907 . This amount comprehends the value of 
shipments to the Port of London, sicca rupees 2 , 49 , 46 , 019 , ((consisting of merchandize 
in amount sicca rupees 2 , 37 , 73 , 487 , and treasure, sicca rupees 1 1,72,532) ; to Li>^crj)ool, 
sicca rupees 20 / 21 , 210 , (in merchandize, sicca rupees 19 ,. 52 , 299 , and treasure, sicca rupees 
68 , 911 ); and to Leith, sicca rupees 40 , 678 , in merchandize. 

182 . The comparative ditferenco, for the year under consideration, stands as under : 


London . . Merchandize, decrease , . 

Treasure . . do 

Liverpoool. . Merchandize do 

Treasure . . do 

. . 45,62,973 

. . 28,95,325 

1 . 11 , 5*8 

29,031 

1 

J Decrease. 

! 

I 74,58,197 

! 

Increase. 

Greenock . . no Exports in 182 8-29. 


' 1,40,559 

1 


Sbi^ent of the previous year . . 
Hull . . no Exports. 

^Newcastle . do. 

Leith . . no Exports in 1827-28 

• • . a 

19,994 


Amount of shipment, in the previous year . . | 

! 

Less 

76,18,750 

40,678 

40,678 

Comparative Deficiency in value of Exports, S. Rs. 

75.78,073 



as more particularly presented in the following detailed Schedules ; 
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i 

IMPORTS. 

1 

TOTAL. 

LONDON. 

* 

LIVERPOOL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

1 

TOTAL. 

1 

Merchandize. 

i 

1 

1 1 

Traanire. TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

1 

IVMsm! 

1 

TOTAL. 

18^7-28 . . 

i 

>>89,91,756 

1 

73,620 

1.90.65.376 

1,00,40,546 

1 

1 

, 71,905 1,01,12451 

69.06,908 

1,715 

69,08,623 

1828-29 .. 

: 1 ! 

2,21,81,7072,48,101 2,24,29,808 

! 

94,26,2792,48,101; 96,74,380 

i ! i 

80,11,940 

i 

— j 

80,11,940 

Increaie .. 

i 1 ! 

: 31.89.9511.74.481; 

33.64,43* 

I 

i ! 

1 ; 

1,76,196 — 

i 

11,05,032 i 


11,03,317 

Decrease . . 

— 1 

— 

— 

6,14,267 

— ! 4,38,071 

1 

1 

1,715 

1 


EXPORTS. ! 

1 

! 

TOTAL. 



LONDON. 


i 

1 

Merchandize, j 

1 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

1827-28 .. 

1 1 

' ] 

3,04,20,280 j 

41,65,699 

3,45.85,979 

*,83,36459 

40,67,757 

3,24,04,216 

1828-29 .. , 

1 *,57,66,464 

12,41,443 

*,70,07,907 

1 

j *,37,73,487 

ii»7*,63* 

2,49,46,019 

Increase .. 

— 1 

— 

! 

1 

1 

1 


Decrease . . 

46,53,816 

*9,24,256 

75,78,07* 

1 46, 6*, 97* 

j 

! 

j 98,95,»a5 

74,58,197 
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OBEdNOCK. 

HULL. 

i 

t 

I 

LEITH. 

NEWCASTLE. 

Mercliandize. 

flrea- 

8ure. 

TOTAL. 

1 

Merchandize. ' 

t 

Trea- 

sure. 

TOTAL, 

Merchandize. 

TreB-| 
sure. . 

TOTAL. 

Mercliandize. 

! 

Trea-' 

sure. 

TOTAL. 

20 , 44 i 302 

■ - 

20,44,30a 

__ 




1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

45.07,950 

— 

45.07,950 

1,22,783 

— 

1,22,783 


■ 

93,850 


— j 

18,90.5 

24,63,648 

— 

24,63,648 

1,22,783 

— 

1,22,783 

93,850 

— 

93.850, 

18,905 

— 

1 

18,90.5 

— 

— 

— 


i 

““ 


MM 






LIVERPOOL. 

GREENOCK. 

LEITH. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

20,63,827 

97»942 

31,61,769 

I 9>994 

— 

I 9>994 

j 


— 

19,53,399 

68,911 

20,21,210 

— 

— 

— 

40,678 

i __ 

1 

1 

40,678 


1 

— 


— 

— 

40,678 

— 

40,678 

1,11,538' 

39,031 

i, 40»559 

I 9 i 994 

— 

I 9 i 994 



MM 


183. TTie 
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183 . The comparison between the trade or investments of the Honourable Company, 
and the adventures of private individuals, in the commerce of the United Kingdom with 
India, in the year 1828 - 29 , is as follows : 


Imports. 


The Honourable Company's Inrestments , . . . 3,98,330 

The Private .. .. do 2,20,31,478 

Private in excess of the Honourable Company . . 

Exports. 

The Honourable Company's shipments, at market value 1(41,26,165 
The Private-Trade, at the official valuation 1,28,81,742 
Add difference of value on Indigo exported 
to Great Britain, F. maunds 63,737, 

I30permaund 82,85,810 

Ditto on Raw Silk, on B. maunds 5,114 at 

3 Rs. 12 As. per seer 7,67,100 

2,19,34,652 


2,16,33,148 


70,08,487 


Private-Trade in excess of the Honourable Company’s, 1828-29 


2,94,41*635 


Imports. 

184 . Of the articles imported from the United Kingdom, amounting, as per following 
Schedule, to sicca rupees 2 , 24 , 29 , 808 , the value of merchandize was sicca rupees 
2 , 21 , 81 , 707 ; and of treasure, sicca rupees 2 , 48,101 ; the comparison of which, with the 
operations of the preceding year, exhibits a net increase of sicca rupees 33 , 64 , 4.32 in the 
year under notice. 


United Kingdom. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports : 

f 

Anchors . . • . . . Pa. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

417 

56,808 

349 

61.775, 

Books 

— 

3,24,45a 

— 

1,89,083 

Boots and Shoes 

— 

5.378 

— 

14,200 

Brandy I 

— 

151,770 


3 , 4 i >.374 

Brandy, Cherry ' 

— 

16,597 

— 

7,36a 

Brimstone .. maunds 

1,106 

4i8i6 

950 

3.149 

Broadcloth and woollens, British 

— 

*3.51.771 


16,05,891 

Ditto ditto. Foreign 

• — 

63,988 

— 

15.198 

Bottles, empty 

— 

83.193 

— 

58,186 
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1827 . 28 . 


1828 - 29 . 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


Imports — continued. 


♦ 


Braaiery 

• ■ 

Brass-ware 

• • 

Confectionery 

• • 

Cutlery . . 

. . 

Cabinet-ware 

, , 

Copper, British . < 

maunds 

Copper, Foreign . . 

— 

Clocks and Watches 

• • . • 

Cordage . . 

. . 

Corals 


Carriages . . 


Corks 


Claret, English . . 

chests 

Claret, Foreign . . 

— 

Champaign and Burgundy 

. . 

Cards 

• • • • 

Canvas and Vitry 

. . . • 

Cochineal 

maunds 

Coals 

• • 

Cotton Yarn, British 

maunds 

Cotton Yarn, Foreign 

— 

Cotton Twist, British 


Cotton Mule Twist 

— 

Carpets 

• • • . 

Fowling Pieces and Pistols 

• • . ■ 

Flannels and Blankets . . 

• • ■ ■ 

Grocery . , 


Glass-ware . • 


Gin 

• • mm 

Gunpowder . . # . . 

• • • ■ 

Gdid Thread and Lace . . 


Gun Flint 

• • ■ • 

Hosiery 


Haberdasheiy 


Hardware . • . ^ 


HaU 

• • • • 

Ho^k 

• • . • 

Iron^., British 

maunds 






Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


13,194 


47,700 

— 

22,858 

— 

5,279 

— 

69,706 

— 

69,469 

— 

79,649 

— 

57,880 

— 

4,207 

— 

16,843 

43. 

17,08,516 

44,076 

17,01,448 

6,349 

»,94.885 

1,537 

54,674 

— 

55.9.56 

— 

97,171 

— 

92,143 

— 

80,667 

— 

1,04,346 


2,25,232 

— 

49,579 

— 

59.855 

— 

17,148 

— 

9,835 


1,17,749 

636 

1,93.440 

— 

45,766 

— 

1,03,608 

— 

43,315 

— 

63,549 

— 

9,696 

— 

7.486 

— 

1,35,971 


91,558 

46 

97,568 

142 

71,491 

— 

30.964 

— 

4.397 

1>794 

1.7.3.660 

5,175 

3,89,704 

— 

— 


11,677 

8,626 

7,71.859 

^ 7>774 

14,88,130 

12,725 

8,96,59' 

19,141 

14,17.675 

— 

'4,470 

— 

19,197 

— 

',05.969 

— 

73,008 

— 

',46,097 

— 

59,787 

— 

94,61 1 

— 

1,069 

— 

3,14.268 

— 

1,87,391 

— 

12,360 

•— 

7,990 

— 

2,139 

— t 

‘ 11.119 

— 

51,568 

— 

95.959 

— 

11,898 

— 

5,69a 

— 

1,35,350 

— 

1,16,686 

— 

59,918 

— 

1.05,497 

— 

',89.194 

— 

1,48488 

— 

29,714 

— 

34,898 

— 

7,066 


91,601 - 

1,31,835 

4 U 

4,88,568 

1.71,331 

6,24,917 

( continued ^} 


( 1 .) 

Bengal 

Great Britain. 
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KXTFKNAL 


AND INTERNAL 


. 

* 


(OMMtatCR. 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

0 ), 





Bengal. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

m- n • Imports — continued. 

Grem Britam. 




• 

Iron, Foreign . • maunds 

5.98a 

32,724 

3.763 

26,019 

Ironmongery 

— 

70,792 

— 

1,48.375 

Instruments, Musical 

— 

1,16,100 

— 

1,02,148 

Ditto Mathematical and Maps . . 

— 

32,698 

— 

16,830 

Jewellery . . 

— 

2,14,641 

— 

1,36464 

Kittisols . . 

— 

6.290 

— 

13.836 

Lead, British . . maunds 

19.623 

1,37.401 

28,241 

1,91,788 

Lead, Foreign . . — 

— 

— 

1,611 

11,52a 

Lead, Red 

— 

46,589 

• 

31,590 

Lead, White 

— 

54 » 39 i 

— 

49,129 

Looking-Glasses 

— 

3.503 


« 3,559 

Lamatry , . 

— 

29,700 

““ 

21,82a 

Line and Twine . . 

— 

9»504 


4.636 

Millinery . . 

— 

1,78,174 

— 

1,62,800 

Malt Liquors 

— 

3,48.498 

““ 

4.47,430 

Madeira Wine . . pipes 


1,10,575 

213 

86,984 

Medicine . . 


1,01,393 

— 

66,761 

Morocco Skins 

— 

19,856 

— 

11,664 

Metal-ware 

— 

6,026 


14408 

Military Stores . . 

— 

20,000 

— 


Machinery 

— 

20,026 

— 

86,998 

Oilman's Stores . . 

— 

1,80,368 

— 

1,83,417 

Piece (loods, Cotton, British . . 

— 

49225»479 

— 

73,64,668 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign . . 

— 

4,660 

— 

1,81,496 

Piece Goods, Silk, British 

--- 

1,09,054 

— 

3,05,603 

Piece Goods, Silk, Foreign 

— 

•— 

— 

3.976 

Perfumery 

— 

45 »oo 9 

— 

39,677 

Plated-ware 

— 

1,21,154 

— 

66.621 

Pictures and Prints 

’ — 

25,754 

— 

66,108 

Paints . . ♦ 


28,145 

liu 

36 . 0,8 

Port Wine doaens 

1 6,712 

1,09,567 

11,240 

149^088 

Printing Types 

— 

30,618 

— 

13,158 

Queen's-ware 

— 

2,05,985 

— 

1,64,560 i 

Quicksilver maunds 

497 

29,498 

487 

•48,94* ■ 

Rum and Arrack 

! — 

30,542 

— 

3,453 ^ 

Raisins 

— 

12,071 

— 

5,543 

stationery . . 

— 

3 , 33,136 

— 

2 , 60,975 

Sad«ery 

— • 

1,37.906 

— 

" 99440 

/ • J 


{continued •) 
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1827-28 


iMPoaTS — continued. 


Quantity. | Valup. 


1828-29. 


Quantity. 


Silver-ware . . 


- i 

500 j 


Salt Provision 

. . 


76,930 i 

” „ 1 

Steel, British 

inaunds 


— 

156 1 

Steel, Foreign 

— 

576 ; 

4,684 

1,004 ! 

Segars 

• • 




Sundries 

. . 

— 

3,57.588 

— 

Spelter 

maunds 

1,62,319 

10,48,229- 

89,947 

Sherry 


- 

2,10.903 

— 

Steam Engine 


— 

1,16,162 

— 

Silk 

maunds 

195 

6,901 

— 

Tin Plates and Ware 


— 

40,344 

— 

Toys 

. . 

— 

7,716 

-1- 

Timber and Planks 



1 14,502 

— 

Ticken and Quiltings 


— 

j 

— 

Vinegar 


— 

10,671 

— 1 

Velvets, Foreign 


— 

5,074 

— 1 

Wine 


— 

6,320 

— j 

Wearing Apparel . . 


— 

i 80,853 

~~ ! 



1 

'1.89,91.756 

_ 1 


Treasure . . 

73,620 

— ; 



, 1,90,65,376 

— 


Value. 

37.858 
10,705 

721476 
2,177 

7,64* 
6,609 

4,56,654 
4 , 74,313 

6.26.101 

65.858 

36,971 

1,39* 

8,057 

1 1,056 

1,289 
729 

10,649 
25,830 

12,21,81,707 

2.48.101 


Deduct 1,90,65,376 

Net Increase . . 


KJCTURNAL 
AND IM'miNAI 
«;oMMKKC:|':. 

,(. 1 ) 

Bengal- 

Great Britain- 


^ 33 . 64,432 


Increase Merchandize .. .. 31 189, 95V 

Ditto, Treasure .. .. 1,74,481 


S. Rs. 33,64,43a 


4 U2 


I 

185. Increase 
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185 . Increase of value has been experienced in the importations of the under-men- 
tioned goods : 


Bengal. 


Great Britain. 


INCREASE. 


Imports ; 


Anchors 

Boots and Shoes 

Brandy 

Braziery 

Cabinet-Ware 

Copper, British 

Corals 

Carriages 

Claret, English 

Claret, Foreign 

Champaign and Burgnndy 

Cards 

Cochineal 

Cotton Yam, British 
Cotton Yam, Foreign 
Cotton Twist, Britisli 
Cotton Mule Twist, ditto 
Gunpowder . . 

Haberdashery 

Hats 

Hock 

Iron, British . , 

Ironmongery 
Kittisols 
Lead, British 
Lead, Foreign 
Looking-Glasses 
Malt Liquor • . 

Metal- Ware . . 

AiMhinery . . 

Oilman's Stores 
Piece Goods, Cotton, British 
Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 
Piece Goods, Silk, British . . 
Piece Goods, Silk, Foreign . . 
Pictures and Prints . . 

Paints 


Ps. 


chests 


maunds 


maunds 


maunds 


Quantity. 

Value.' 


4,967 


8,8aa 

— 

88,604 

— 

35,506 

— 

13,636 

930 

— 

— 

1 , 30,886 

— 

10,376 

340J 

75,698 ‘ 

— 

67,84a 

— 

30,334 

— 

4,790 

96 

43,933 

3,381 

3,09,044 

65 

11,677 

9,148 

7,16,371 

6,416 

6,31,084 

— 

8,980 

— 

46,379 

— 

6,114 

— 

14,536 

49,386 

1,36,409 

— 

77,583 

— 

8,536 

8,618 

54,387 

1,611 

11,533 

— 

10,056 


98,933 

— 

8,38a 

— 

66,97a 

— 

3,049 

— 

33,39,189 

— 

1,76,836 

— 

1,96,549 

— 

3,976 

— 

40,354 

— 

6,883 


(conltnueef. 
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iOXTRHNAL 






AND 1 NTE<:KN 4 L 



1 

INCREASE. 

COMMKRCK. 


Imports — continued. 


Quantity. 

) Value. 

(I ) 

Kengal. 






(treat Hritain. 

Port Wine , . 


. . dozens 


. 39 » 52 i 


Quicksilver . . 


maunds 

60 

19444 


Stationery . • 

. . ■ • • * ■ • • 

• • ■ • 


38,849 


Silver Ware 


• • • • 

— 

10,205 


Steel, British 

. . . . . . . . • • 

maunds 

156 

2.177 


Steel, Foreign 



. . — 

428 

2,858 


Segars 


.. 

— 

6,609 


Sundries 

. . 

. . 

— 

99 ,o 6 C 


Sherry 


.. 

— 

4.15.198 


Ticken and Quiltings 

. . 

— 

11,056 


Wine 

. . 

. . 

— 

4,329 






59,05.095 




Treasure 

.. 

1,74,481 






60.79,576 



And decrease in the goo<U below- mentioned : 

DECREASE. 


Quantity. Value. 

Anchors pieces 68 — 

Books . . . . , . — 3 o »370 

Brandy, Cherry — 9»335 

Brimstone .. .. .. maunds 156 1,667 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British.. .. .. .• .. — 7,45,880 

Ditto .. ditto ,. Foreign .. .. -• -• — 48, 79 ° 

Bottles, empty . . . . . . . . • • — 25,007 

Briiss Ware . — 17,588^' 

Confectionery — 237 

Cutlery .. .. — 14,762 

Copper, British maunds — 7,068 

Copper, Foreign — 4>705 1,40,211 

Clocks and Watches .. .. — 28,785 


I 


(conthmed. 
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BKTiaiNAL 
\NO iNTKUNAL 
(TiMMKRrF.. 

(10, 

Bengal. 

(Treat Britain. 


DECREASE. 






Quantity. | 

Value. 

Cordage 



.. 


11,476 

Corks 

. . 


. 

— . 

7»3a3 

Canvas and Vitry . . 

i . 


• « 

1 

44*413 

Coals 



. . . . < 

— 

*6,567 

Carpets 


. . 

. . 

— 

2,343 

Fowling-pieces and Pistols 



. . 

— 

3a, 961 

Flannels and Blankets 



. . 

— 

86,310 

Grocery 

Glass Ware 


. . 


— 

23.542 


. , 

. . 

— 

1,36,877 

Gin 



. 

— 

5,140 

Gold Thread and Lace 


. . 

. . 


26,309 

Gun Flint . . 


, . 



— 

6,206 

Hosiery 



. . 

1 

18,664 

Hardware . . 





40,706 

Iron, Foreign 


. . 

mounds 

2, a 19 1 

6,705 

Instruments, Musical 


. . 

• . • * 


13,952 

Ditto Mathematical and Maps 


. . . . 

— 

15,868 

Jewellery . . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

— 

88,177 

Lead, Red . . 

. . 

. . 


— 

14.999 

Lead, White 

. . 



— 

5,192 

Lamatry 



. . 

— 

7,878 

Line and Twine 

. . 


. . 

— 

4,868 

Millinery 

• • . . 

. . 

. . 

68 

>5.374 

Madeira Wine 

• • • > 

• • 

. . pipes 

93.591 

Medicine . . 

. . 


. . 

— 

34,649 

Morocco Skins 




— 

8,199 

Military Stores 



. . 

— 

30,000 

Perfumery . . 

Plated- Ware 



. . 


. 5,333 

. . 


. . • • 

— 

65,533 

Printing Types 

Queen’s-Ware 



• • 

— 

7,460 



. . 

— 

41,485 

Rum and Arrack . . 

• • « • 

. . 

mm ■ • 

— 

37.089 

Raisins 

• • • • 


. . 

— 

6,538 

Saddlery 

• • « V 


. . 

— 

s8,i|66 

Ship Chandlery 

• • • • 


. . 

— 

>9.799 

Salt Provisions 


. , 

maunds 

— 

4.454 

Spelter 

. . 


72,372 

5.73.916 

Steam-engines 

• • • • 


maunds 

1 — 

50,304 

Silk 

. . 

• • 

i 195 

6,901 

Tin-plate and Ware 

. . 

. . 

. . 

— 

3.373 

Toy* 

. . 


. . 

— - 

6,334 

Timbers and Planks 


. . 


— 

6,445 

Vinegar 

. . 

. . 

• • ■ . 

— 

9,383 

Velvets, Foreign .* 

9 9 9 9 


. . 

— 

4,345 

Wearing Apparel 

• 9 9 9 

• • 

• • • • 

i 

55.033 


87,15,144 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 691 

186. The value of manufactured Cotton imported from Great Britain^ in the year 
1828-29, is sicca rupees 74,46, 16-1;* being sicca rupees 25,16,025 in excess of the amount 
of the year 1827-28. 

187. The value of Silk Piece Goods, or fabricated Silk, imported in the year under 
review, is sicca rupees 3,09,579;t which, contrasted with the preceding year, is an increase 
of sicca rupees 2,00,525. 

188. We noticed in our last report that British Cottons had been so abundantly 
shipped out to India as to have fallen in value here below prime cost. The operations 
of the present year have been no less disadvantageous, from the over-trading to India. 
A few of the assortments of manufactured ('ottons have sold at cost, exchange at 2s. the 
rupee ; but the greater part of consigiuneiits have been disposed of at auction, or by pri- 
vate contract, at a considerable sacritice of value. 

189. The amount value of this Importation is sicca rupeps 33,00,186 ;J or sicca rupees 
14,55,076 ill augmentation of the dealings in 'Fwist for the year 1S27-28. 

190. The importations of this inaiiufacturc have been so abundant as to reduce sales to 
considerably Ixdow enst ; and it is supposed that the heavy losses thus brought on the 
speculators have been the cause of the extensive failures that have taken place, particu- 
larly in Glasgow ; the failures being childly amongst the spinners of Twist who ha\e 
traded to India. 

191. The importation of this metal, in the year under review, stands at 13. maunds 
89,947, value sicca rupees 4,74,313; which, contrasted with the preceding year, is a defi- 
ciency of maunds 72,\\72, value sieca rupees 5,73,916. 

192. The previous importations of this article having been so abundant, the decrease in 
the supply of the year under consitloratiou has had no beneficial eflect on the state of the 
market ; on the contrary, the importation, although short of the quantity brought in 
1827-28, has exceeded the demand. The value of the article has consequently still fur- 
ther declined in the market. The stock is still very heavy, and even calculating upon u 
more moderate supply in future, it is probable that no improvement in the sale price of 
Spelter will take place in less than two years. 

193. The amount of importation, in the year 18*28-29, is maunds 45,613, value sicca 
rupees 17>56,122;§ presenting a comparative decrease of maunds 3,775, value sicca rupees 
1,47#279 ; that is, an increase in the quantity of British Copper by maunds 930, but defi- 
cient 


• Cotton Piece Goods + Silk Picrc Goods. 


British 


Biitish. 


3,05,60.3 

I'orcign 


Porcign 

.3,976 

S. Ur. 

1 74v4«,l&|. 


S. Us. .3 00,579 

1 Cotton Yarn or Twist. 


§ Copper. 
Mds. 

Value. 

Untisli 

32,88,509 

British ... 

. 44,076 

17,01,418 

i'orcign .... i 

11,677 

Foreign . . . 

. 1,5.37 

5i,674 

& Rs. 1 

33,00,186 

Total-.. 

.. 45.6i:i 

17,56, 12« 
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ciaiit ill value sicca rupees 7,068, and a decrease m Foreign Copper by bazar raaunds 
4,705, value sicca rupees 140,211. 

ly-l. Tlio demand for copper has been active during tlie year, and the prices obtained 
tor it advantageous. 

l'J5. Comprehending all the variety mentioned in the margin, the imported value of 
sufh goods, during the year under consideration, is given at sicca rupees 9,47,859,* which, 
compared with the value of supply brouglit here in the year 1827-28, shows an’ increase 
of sicca rupees l,G0,5Sl. 

100. Of unwroLiglit Iron in bars, included in the above, the iniiiortatioii has been 
inaimds 174,9K4, value sicca rupees 0,50,99() ; of which British is maunds 171,221, value 
sicca rupees 0,24,977 ; and the foreign (Swedish) maunds 3,7011, value sicca rupees 
20.019 ; yielding, by coinparisou with the yosir 1S27-2S, an increase in the former of 
maunds 49,380, value sicca rupees 1,30,409, and a decrease in the latter of maunds 
2,319, value sicca rupees 0,705. 

197. In Iroiimongory, the opiirations of the year 1828-29 present an increase, com- 
pared with the previous year, of sicca lupee.s 77,583. 

198. riic value ot Hardware imported in the year uiuler review is less tliaii in 1827-2is 
by sicca rupees 40,700. 

199. The importation of British unwrought Iron, in the year under consideration, has 
greatly exceeded the consumption demand ol the plaec, and in conscijucucc sule.s have not 
been effectablc but at a discount on cost price to almost forty per cent. Sweilisli iron 
has been in partial deiimiul. 

200. Ironmongery and Hardware are articles generally difficult of sale. The market, 
through the year, has ranged from 15 to 25 per cent, discount on cost prices, per invoices; 
exchange at 2#. iid. tiie rupee. 

201. At present an uuimporUint branch of our External Trade with Great Britain. 
The aggregate of importation, in the year 1828-29, is sicca rupees 52,970; that is^ 
Brass-ware, sicca rupees 5,270: and Brazicry, sicca rupees 47,700; Uie first being defi- 
oiciit oil the returns of the previous year by sicca rupees 17,588, and the latter in "excess 
by sicca rupees 35,50(). 

202. The importation of this metal, comjirehending the two descriptions called Sheet 

l«'-^H'29, at maunds 29,852, value sicca rupees 
2,03,310; consisting of British produce, maunds 28,211, value sicca rupees 1,91 788- 
and of Foreign, maunds 1,611, value sicca rupees 11,522 ; the former being at a co^a- 
rative increase of maunds 8,618, value .sicca rupees .51.387 ; and the latter also in excess 
by maunds 1,611, value sicca nipccs 11,522 ; tliis appears to be a new importation. 

203. The 


• Iron and 

Iron 

Ironmongery .. 
Hardware .... 


Ironmongery. 

6,50,996 

1,18,375 

1,18,488 


S. Its. 9,47,859 
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203. The quantity of these imported, in the year under consideration, has been of 
value sicca rupees 80,719,* which, compared with the amount of the previous year, is a 
decrease of sicca rupees 20,191 ; notwithstanding this, the market has continued de- 
pressed, and prices far below the shipment value. 

204. The importation of the year 1828-20 fell short of the value of the previous year 
by sicca rupees 3,373, tho amount being sicca rupees 36,971 in the former, and sicca 
rupees 40,1^11 in the Latter period. 

205. Tlic amount value imported in tlie year under oousideralion is sicca rupees 
2,65,891, asunder; anchors, sicca rupees 61,775; cordage, sicca rupees, 80,667; 
canvas and vitry, sicca rupees 9J,528; lines and twine, sicca rupees 4,636; and ship 
chandlery, sicca rupees 27/258 ; the comparative result being a deficiency (in value) of 
sicca nipecs 75,589. 

206. 4’he importation of this product appears to have augmented in the year under 
notice, the amount being sicca rupees 2,25,232, or sicca rupees 1,20,886 above that of 
1827 - 28 . 

207. The Report of the year 1828-29 gives the \alue of Cochineal imported at sicca 
rupees 71/191, in qujinlily niauiids 142, being an excess in flie result of the pnaioiis year 
by sicca rupees 43,923, and niaunds %. 

208. The importation of the* ycair is represented at sieca rupees 11,119, being an in- 
crease of sicca ru[)ees 8,980 in the value of tho year 1827-28. 

209. The amount of importation, sicca rupees 1,02,118, being a dcticiency compared 
with the previous year of sieca rupees 13,952. 

210. The aggregate of importation of these artic-les, iii the year under notice, is sicca Mathematical In- 

rupces 16,830, which shows a comparative decline of sicca rupees 15,868. striiriicnts & Maps. 

211. The returns for the year 1828-29 present no iiuiiortation of this product from Salt, 

tho United Kingdom. 

212. Tho exhibit for tho year 1828-29 presents the importation of this article at a Salt Provisions, 
further decrease ; the amount uilue of receipts is sicca rupees 72,476, or sicca rupees 

4,454 below the result of the year 1827-28. 

213. Have not obtained a jdace amongst the [inporls from the United Kingilom. 1'he Shawls, 
value of receipts, being inconsiderable, has been ranked with sundries in the Statement 

for the present year. 

214. The value of Imports is given at sicca rupees 25,820, whicij, compared with the Wcarinir Atmin-I 

year 1827-28, is a deficiency of sicca rupees 55,0;W. ^ 

•215. The amount of importation in the year 1828-29 is sicca rupees 1,89,082, being a Books, 
decline in the value of the previous year of sicca rupees 3.5,;570. 

216. Coin- 
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Glass Ware. 
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Earthenware ; 
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Woollens. 


Wines & Liquors. 


S.Rs. 2,97,048 


— <53,549 


— ^0,984 


— 1,49,088 


^ 6,26,101 


216. Comprehending Bottles^ valued at sicca rupees 58,186 ; Glas3-Ware assorted 
sicca rupees 1,87,391, and Looking-glasses, sicca rupees 13,559, is exhibited at an ag- 
gregate amount of sicca rupees 2,59,136, which, compared with the importation of t^ 
previous or year 1827-28, is a decrease of sicca rupees 1,41,828. 

217 . The imported value of this commodity, in the year 1828-29, is given at sicca 
rupees 2,60,975, which exhibits an increase of sicca rupees 38,849 on the receipts of the 
previous year. 

218. The amount of this classification imported in the year in question, sicca rupees 
1,64,500, being deficient on the receipts of the previous year 1827-28, sicca rupees 
41,485. 

210. Comprehending the following, the gross value of the importation of the year 
1828-20 being sicca rupees 16.03,003, yielding a decrease of sicca rupees 8,83,323 on 
the comparison with the year iuiincdiately preceding it, viz. 

Broad Cloth, British 16,05,891 

Ditto .. Foreign 

Carpets 12,127 

Flannels and Blankets • • . . . • 69»7^7 

S. Us. .. 16,93,003 

220. The aggregate value of the varieties comprehended in this classification, for the 
year under consideration, is sicca rupees 19,31,806, which, compared with the amount 
of the importations of the previous year, gives a result of increase equal to sicca rupees 
7 , 44 , 370 , in the year 1828-20, as under: — 

Clarets , — The value of receipts of this quality of Wines, in the year 1828-29, hcis 
been sicca rupees 2,07,048, which is a comparative increase of sicca rupees 1,33,540; 
much of this excess is tin* value of Consignments from France via England, to avoid the 
charge of additional Custom-house duties here, and also to provide carriage to India al 
a less rate of freight than what is paid iu direct shipments from France. 

Champaign and Burgundy, — The value of imports is sicca rupees 63,549, show’ing an 
advance on the previous year of sicca rupees 20,234. 

Madeira Wines. — The aggregate value of shipments to Bengal, of this description of 
Wine, has been sicca rupees 86,084 ; exhibiting a decrease on the importations of 1827-28, 
sicca rupees 23,591. 

Pori Wine . — There appears to have been a considerable augmentation to the value of 
importations of this Wine. The comparative result between the years 1827-28 and' 
1828-20 being an increase of sicca rupees 30,521 in the period under notice. 

Sherry, — The demand for this Wine continues active, and its use still very general ; 
the amount of imports, during the year 1828-29, is sicca rupees 6,26,101 ; which, com- 
pared with the year preceding, gives an excess of sicca rupees 4,15,198 in the former 
period. 


Vin 
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Vin de Grave.— Theve appears to have been no importation of this description of 
Wine. The comparative result^ therefore j is a deficiency of value sicca rupees 168^ equal 
to the amount imported in tlie year 1827-28. 

Wines: Sundries — ^The ag^ogatc of all other receipts of Wines is sicca rupees 
10j649 ; which^ compared with their imported value in 1827-28, is aii increase of sicca 
rupees 4,329. The Wines coniprohcnded under this head, as Hock, Barsack, Sauterne, 
Moselle, Alba Flora, BuccUas, &c. are in very limited use. 

Brandy . — The amount value of importations of this spirit, widiin the year under con- 
sideration, is sicca rupees 2,40,371; which sum, compared with the result of the year 
1827-28, is an increase of sicca rupees 88,G04. 

Gin, — ^14io value of this article imported in the year 18*28-29, amounts to sicca rupees 
7,220, bein»- a deficiency of sicca rupet*s 3,140 on the receipts of the previous year. The 
use of British Gin is very limited, and offers no advantage to <hc importers of it. 

Rnrn and Arrack, — 4'ho ag-^re^ate value of these Spirits, imported from the United 
Kingdom within the year in question, is sicca rupees 3,453 ; being’ a deficiency in the 
imports of the year 18*27-28 of sicca rupees 27,089. 

Malt Liquors . — The total value imported within the year 1828-29 is sicca rupees 
4,47,430, being an advance of sicca rupees 98,932 on the amount of the receipts of the 
previous year. 

221. The amount value of this description of Machinc»ry import(»d from Great Britain, 
within the year 1828-29, is sicca ruj)ees 05,858; which, contrasted with the sum of re- 
ceipts ill the previous year, exhibits a decrease of sicca rupees 50,304. 

222. This decrease is not indicative of any relaxation in the use of machinery, which 
gains ground in India. 
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— 2, 40, 374 


7 , 2 - 20 , 




— 4 , 47 > 43 « 


S. Rs. 19,31,896 


Steam-Engines. 


Value of Exports to the United Kingdom. 

ft 

223. The aggregate of the \alue of Exportations to the United Kingdom, in the year Exports: 
1828-29, is sicca rupees 2,70,07,907 ; comprehending the amount of Merchandize at United Kingdom, 
sicca rupees 2,57,0(),404, and of Treasure, sicca rupees 12,41,443. 

224. The proportions of those amounts, separating the operations of the Honourable 
Company from those of the Private I'rade, will be found coinprisod as under 


Tlie Honourable Company’s remittances 
Private-Trade 


Total 



Merchuiulize. 

1 Treasure. 

*• 

1,41,26,16/; 


.. 

1,16,40,199 

12,41,443 

S. Rs. 

8*57,66,464 

12,41,443 


4X2 


225. The 
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225. The comparison of the transactions of the year 1828-29 with those of the pre- 
ceding is a decrease, according to official value, of sicca rupees 75,78,072 : occurring in 
Merchandize, sicca rupees 46,53,816, and in Treasure, sicca rupees 29,24,256, as repre- 
sented in the following Statement 


Exports : 

Merchandize 

Treasure 

j 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Incroase. 

Decrease. 

3,04,20,280 

41,65.699 

0,57,66,464 

12 , 41,443 

— ■ 

46,53,816 

29,24,256 

S. Rs. 

3,45.85.979 

2,70,07,907 

— 

75,78,072 


226. The Exports to the United Kingdom, within the year under consideration 
have been to the Ports below mentioned ; the amount value of each respectively is as 
under : — 



Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

j TOTAL. 

To London . . 

Liverpool , • 

Leith 

~ 

2,37,73,487 

19,52,299 

40,678 

11,72,532 

68,911 

12141,443 

2,49.46,019 

20,21,210 

40,678 

2,70,07,907 

2,57,66,464 


227- The comparative operations of the commerce of each respective Port may be 
(Stated as under 


London Exports in 1828-29, less than the value of the preceding year by sicca 

74,58,197 

L 40,559 

19,994 

Leith in excess of ditto 

76,18,750 

40,678 

Deficiency in 1828-29 . . S. Rs. 

75,87,07a 

Articles exported to the United Kingdom. 



228. The goods or articles of Merchandize exported from hence to the United King- 
dom, in the year 1828-29, arp detailed or described in the following Statement : 
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1827.8. 

1828-9. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

50.654 

3,05,683 

32,626 

1,93,010 

Silk Piece Goods . . 

.. — 

1,53.977 

13,01,174 

93,529 

8,34,915 

Embroidered Piece Goods 

.. — 

47 

1,688 

180 

4,198 

Shawls 

.. — 

319 

41,616 

436 

74,989 

Indigo 

inaunds 

1,10,391 

1.5549,593 

74,896 

94,40,673 

Sugar 

. . — 

1,58,165 

13,26,479 

2,54,525 

22,71,519 

Silk 

— 

13,677 

81,78,67a 

18,723 

92,48,824 

Grain 


1,87,474 

4,oi,^8i 

2,51,719 

6,15,687 

Saltpetre . . 

.. — 

a.77,074 

11,50,931 

2,83,987 

19,41,995 

Gums 

.. — 

2,661 

22,358 

445 

.1^4,565 

Cotton 

. . — 

17.058 

2,68,887 

14,536 

1,82,971 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags , . 

pieces 

7,250 

360 

2,60,700 

15,990 

Lac Dye 

maunds 

8,377 

7.74,204 

7,219 

.5,15,429 

Shell Lac . . 

.. — 

5.379 

99,376 

8,160 

1,52,600 

Stick and Seed Lac 

.. — 

1,899 

8,354 

571 

1,315 

Turmeric . . 

.. — 

7,789 

23,883 

10,228 

34,363 

Castor Oil . . 

.. — 

1.974 

33,403 

3,300 

53,339 

Safflower . . . . « . 

.. — 

1,907 

47,988 

2,538 

66,474 

Skins and Hides . . 

• • • • 

— 

27.089 

— 

24.368 

Lead, of sorts 

maunds 

440 

1,721 

4,327 

8,656 

Ginger 

.. — 

4,395 

13,190 

4,294 

15,860 

Elephants’ Teeth . . 

.. — 

207 

21,242 

155 

15,924 

Sal ammoniac 

.. — 

392 

8,011 

573 

9,168 

Borax and Tincal . . 


439 

8,052 

1,807 

31,887 

Salt Provision 

. . • . 

— 

19,801 

— 

35,647 

Canvas 

.. bolts 

— 



419 

3,992 

Hemp, Flax and Twine . . 

maunds 

11,833 

52,300 

14,990 

60,248 

Soap 

.. — 

— 

— 

180 

1,761 

Jute Rope . . 

.. — 

4,239 

9,729 

14,565 

25,903 

Munjeet 

.. — 1 

939 

8,601 

2,924 

17,041 

Carpets and Blankets 

pieces 

782 

1,258 

293 

6,267 

Books 


— . 

8,740 

— 

17,751 

Saul Timbers 




2,144 

— 

7,958 

Comercolly Feathers 

. . 


51,820 

— 

31,338 

Carriages 



- 



5,000 

Country Sundries 

. . 

— 

44,158 


55A1Z 

Cloves 

maunds 

1,366 

63,339 

43 

2,919 

Nutmegs 

• . — 

106 

9,435 

19 

1*729 

Mace 

.. — 

80 

8,293 

3 

270 

Cardamums 

• • 

— 

— 

36 

4,188 
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Export! : 
United Kingdom. 


1827 - 8 . 


Exports— con<int<e(^ 


Quantity. 

Madeira Wine 

pipes 

3*6 

Liquor 

« • • ♦ 

— 

Pepper 

maunds 

6,132 

Copper, British . . 

. . 


Copper, Foreign . j 

• . — " 


Cassia 

• • 

1*193 

Tin Plates and Ware 

• • • • 

— 

Cofiee 

maunds 

2,159 

Rattans 

• • • * 

mtmm 

Gall Nolp 

maunds 

1,421 

Sago 

.. — 

349 

CampSfre 

. . — 

452 

Sappan Wood 

.. — 

541 

BroadFCloth and Woollen, British 

— 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

.. 

— 

Silk ditto ditto ditto 

.. 

1 


Value. 


i,i7»465 

20,397 

5i»i43 


31,180 

9>975 

46,007 

20.311 

30,199 

3»154 

22.311 
2,178 
2,210 

25»822 

860 


Cotton Piece Goods, Foreign 

• • • • 1 

Silk Piece Goods, Foreign 

..1 

Cubebs 

maunds 

Mother of Pearls . . 

.. 

Nankeens 

pieces 

Books, Foreign 

• • 

Tortoise-shell 

maunds 

Gums, Foreign 

. . — 

Instruments, Musical 

.. 

Europe Sundries . . 

. . 


Treasure 


Deduct 


Net Decrease 


— 

— 

— 

1,711 

252 

13,988 

— 

4,373 

6,900 

9,660 

— 

8,831 

25 

19,515 ' 

294 

1,871 ! 
_ 1 

— 

83,276 ! 


3,04,20,280 i 

• • 

41,65,699 1 


3.45.85.979 1 

• a 

2,70.07.907 

S. Rs. 

75.78,072 


1828 - 9 . 


Quantity. 

Value. 

i 58 i 

63,723 


36,261 

813 

8,500 

105 

4,863 

869 

20,864’ 

1,634 

32,816 

— 

2,001 

1,067 

22,399 

— 

35,018 

728 

, 13.185 

362 

2,793 

488 

21,466 

1,962 

7.386 

““ 

36,244 

. 12,985 

— 

2,288 

— 

8,180 

— 

1,080 

241 

10*573 

— 

11,657 

— 

32,509 

35 

40,132 

2,305 

21,680 

— 

19,327 

— 

63,808 

— 

2,57.66,464 

— 

12,41,443 

— 

4,70,07,907 


Decrease, Merchandize .. •• 46»53»8i6 

Ditto Treasure • • • • 29,24,256 


S.Rb. 75*78.072 
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229 . Increase has occurred in the value of the under-mentioned Goods 



INCREASE. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

pieces 

133 

2,510 

— 

117 

33,360 

maunds 

96,360 

9,45,040 

— • 

5,046 

10,70,152 

— 

64.235 

1,14,406 

— 

6 . 9>3 

90,294 

pieces 

2,53,450 

15,630 

maunds 

2,781 

53,224 

— ' 

2,439 

10,480 

— 

1,326 

19,936 

— 

631 

,48.486 

— 

3,887 

6,935 

— 

— 

1^70 

— 

181 

1,157 

— 

1,368 

23,835 


— 

15,846 

boits 

419 

3,999 

maunds 

3,157 

7,948 

— 

180 

1,761 

— 

10,326 

16,174 

— 

1,985 

8,440 


— 

5,009 


1 

9.011 



5,814 


— 

5,000 

. . 1 

•— 

11.315 

maunds 

36 

4,188 

. . 

— 

15,864 

maunds 

105 

4,863 

— 

i 869 

20,864 

— 

441 

; 1,636 

. . 

— 

14.707 

maunds 

13 


. 

3 (> 

— 

— 

1,421 

5,208 

— 

— 

34.034 


— 

1,428 


— 

8,180 


— 

7,284 


— 

23,678 


lOj 

20,617 


t2,011 

19,809 



19,327 


S. Us. 

27,00,118 


me 


Embroidered Piece Goods 
Shawls 
Sugar 
Silk 
Grain 
Saltpetre 

Gunnies and Gunny 
Shell Lac 
Turmcrick 
Castor Oil 
Safflower 
Seeds, of sorts 
Ginger , . 

Sal ammoniac 
Borax and Tincal 
Salt Provision 
Canvas 

Hemp, Flax, and Twi 
Soap 

Jute Rope . . 

Muujeet 

Carpets and Blankets 
Books 

Saul Timber 
Carriages 
Country Sundries 
Cardamoms 
Liquor 

Copper, British 
Copper, Foreign 
Cassia 
Rattans 
Sago 

Camphire . . 

Sappan Wood 
Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 
Silk Piece Goods, British 
Cotton Piece Goods, Foreign 
Mother of Pearl . . 

Books, Foreign 
Tortoise-shell 
Gums, Foreign 
Instruments, Musical 


fiXTSRNAl. 
\ND INTURNAi. 
COMMKKCk 

( 1 .) 

Bengal. 

Exports : 
United Kingdom. 


230 . And 
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280. Jlnd decrease, as compared with the operations of the year 1827 t 26» o|i the 
shipment of Goods, as below enumerated, 


Cotton Piece Goods 
Silk Piece Goods 
Indigo 

Gums • • 

Cotton 

Lac Dye 

Stick^ Seed Lac 
Skins and Hides . • 

Giiii|||Br 

Etohants’ Teeth 
Ci^ts and Blankets • • 
Comercolly Feathers 

Closes 

Nutmegs 

Mace 

Madeira Wine 

Pepper 

Tin Plates and Ware 
Coffee • • • • • • 

Gall Nuts 
Sago 

Camphire 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 
Silk .. ditto .. Foreign 

Cubebs 

Nankeens 

Europe Sundries • • • • 


.. pieces 
..maunds 

• • 

• • “““ 

• • e s 

. • maunds 

.. pieces 

• • * • 

, .maunds 

.. pipes 
. .maunds 
• • ■ • 
. . maunds 

a • • • 

• • • • 

« t a • 

• • • % 

. . maunds 
.. pieces 


DECREASE. 


Quantity. 


18,098 

60,448 

36495 

S,916 

8,55* 

1,158 

1,388 

101 
68 
* 489 

1,383 

87 

77 

i67i 

5,319 

1,099 

699 


11 

6,900 


Treasure 


S.Ra. 


Value. 


1,18,673 

4,88,959 

61,08,991 

17,793 

85,916 

9,58,775 

7,039 

9,791 

6,318 

80,;^89 

60I490 

7,706 

8,093 

53,739 

49,643 

7,974 

93,608 

17,014 

391 

845 

19,837 

631 

9415 


19,448 


73,63,934 

*9,«4,«5« 


1,09,78,190 


231. In 
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231 . In paragraph 223 , we have given the value of Goods shipped to the United 
Kingdom, at sicca rupees 2 , 70 , 07^907 5 but, according to the rule adopted in paragraph 
183 , the state of the Export Trade with Great Britain, in the year under consideration, 
will be found to be as follows ; — 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


Bengal. 


The Honourable Company’s Investments, valuation given at cost, S. Rs. 1,41,26,165 Exports; 

The Private Trade S. R,. 1,28,81,743 kingdom. 

Add difference of value on maunds 63,737 of Indigo, at 130 
per maund .. .. .. .. .. a. .. 82,85,810 

Add of maunds 5,1 14 of Raw Silk, at 3/12 per seer . . 7,67,100 

Add 5 per cent, on the sum of Exports, less Treasure, sicca 

rupees 1,16,40,299 5,82*015 

- 22,51,667 

Approximate Value of Ex|)orts . . . . 8. Rs. 3,66,42,832 


232 . This, compared with a similar average for tlie previous year, will give the result 
at sicca rupees 96 , 55,403 deficiency iii the year under consideration. 

233 . But if we compare the official value of the two years, the difference will be found 
to be a decrease, in the year 1828 - 29 , of sicca rupees 73 , 78 , 072 , 

234 . Comparing the Exportations on account of the Honourable Company with the 
value of Shipments for Private Trade, the difference will be found to bo, the latter less 
than the former, by sicca rupees 12 , 44,423 ; but if we a<ld to the amount of the Private 
Trade, the difference between official and market value on Indigo and Haw Silk, and 
moreover enhance the aggregate of official valuation ‘5 per cent., so as to bring it to an 
equality with the valuation that is given of the Honourable Company’s investments, we 
shall find the Private 'IVade to exceed the valuation of the Honourable Company’s in- 
vestments by sicca rupees 83 , 90 , 517 . 

235 . Comparing the official value of the Imports A\ith the Exports to the United King- 
dom, in the year 1828 - 29 , the latter will bo found to exceed the former by sicca rupees 
45 , 78,099 ; produced by the following exhibit of the respective Trades ; viz. 

Honourable Company’s Imports 3»98,330 

Ditto .. ditto .. Exports 1,41,26,165 

Exports exceeding Imports by . . . . . . . . 1,37,27,835 

Private Trade Imports . . 2,20,31,478 

Ditto .. Exports 1,28,81,742 

Imports in excess of Exports 91^49)736 

Exports above Imports . . . . S. Rs. 45»7 8,099 



EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Expoi^: 
United Kingdom. 
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236. The discrepancy, br rather deficiency, in the value of Exports on Private Trade 
compared with its Imports, is met by the difference between official and iDarket value of 
Indigo and Raw Silk ; and where this is insufficient, the deficit is provided for by bills. 

General Observations on the Trade with Great Britain. 

237 . The TVade with Great Britain, in the articles of Cotton Piece Goods and Twist, 
the most conspicuous of our Imports, was carried within this year to a very large extent, 
so as to have exceeded, we fear, much, the consumption demand for them. The import 
also of all other articles has far exceeded the demand. The mischievous effect of this 
state of things, and of the increase of the paper currency, has already begun to be felt, 
and must be more and more experienced, we conceive, until a totally different system is 
adopted. 


France. 

Inip^orts : 238. The intercourse with this Kingdom, in the year 1828-29, in commercial relations, 

France. and as regards Importations from thence, amounted to sicca rupees 22,04,2.50 ; of which 
value. Merchandize or Goods involve sicca rupees 17,10,4!M, and Treasure sicca rupees 
4,93,816. The result, compared with the transactions of the previous year, gives a 
decrease of sicca rupees 1,08,216, comprehending a decline in the value of Treasure sicca 
rupees 4,34,730, and an increase on that of merchandize, sicca rupees 3,26,514. 

239. The articles imported from Prance are detailed in the following Schedule : 




1887 . 26 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports ; 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Alum 

maunds 

_ 



987 

3.806 

Beads 

.. 

— 

43a 

— 

>3.348 

Brandy 

.. 

— 

1,51,075 


3.68,576 

Brimstone 

maunds 

6,300 

14,012 

>•833 

6,536 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign 

. . 

— 

37,107 

— 

11,210 

Confectionery 

. . 

— 

15,896 

— 

11,809 

Copper, Foreign 

maunds 

654 

23,51a 

650 

□ 7,033 

Corals 


— 

20,449 

— 

4.843 

Corks • 

mm mm 

— 

20,395 

— 

17.744 

Claret, Foreign 

• • mm 

— 

1,91,881 

— 

5 . 11.934 

Champaign and Burgundy . . 

mm * * 

— 

88,149 

— 

1,10,636 

Canls 

. . 

— 

260 

— 

3.587 

Cochineal . . 

maunds 

8 

5,430 

134 

51,808 
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1827-28. 

1826-29. 

France. — Imports— 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cloves 

maunds 

661 

34,744 

1,514 

46,238 

Fowling-Pieces and Pistols . . 

• • • • 


6,461 

— 

540 

Grocery 

• e 0 • 

— 



1,869 

Glass-Ware 

• « • 0 

— 

16,339 

— 

20,271 

Gold Thread and ]Lace 

mm mm 


6.726 

— 

14,974 

Iron, British . . 

maunds 

812 

4,768 

489 

2,674 

Iron, Foreign ... 

.. — 

290 

1,201 

— 

— 

Instruments, Musical 

. . 

— 

1J.792 

— 

9,698 

Jewellery 

. . 

— 

6,929 

— 

1,449 

Lead, Foreign 

maunds 

512 

3,324 

3,549 

20,314 

Mercery 

.. 

— 

4,807 

— 

— 

Millinery . . . . • • 

. . 

— 

1.98.425 

— 

1,54,657 

Malt Liquor , • 

. . 

— 

11,524 

— 

7,547 

Medicine 

. . 

— 

5,351 

— 

1,375 

Oilman’s Stores 

. . 

— 

19,760 

— 

14,647 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 


— 

18,83a 

— 

27,180 

Ditto . . Silk Ditto 

. . 

— 

1,61,110 

— 

22,725 

Perfumery 

. . 

— 

19.339 

— 

11,820 

Queen’s Ware 

.. 

— 

561 

— 

4,478 

Quicksilver 

maunds 

— 

— 

83 

6,720 

Stationery 

• « 

— 

8.756 

— 

13,382 

Salt Provision 

. . 

— 

19.047 

— 

15,9*8 

Sundries 

. . 

— 

79.375 

— 

84,14a 

Spelter 

maunds 

10,111 

69.873 

11,018 

67,470 

Yin dc Grave 

. . 

— 

173 

— 

11,944 

Velvets, Foreign 

. . 

— 

92.148 

— 

779 

Wines 

.. 

— 

20,266 

•— 

5.744 




13,83.920 



17,10,434 


Treasure 

99 • • 

9,28,546 

— 

4,93,816 




23,12,466 

— 

22,04,250 


Deduct 

• • • • 

22,04,250 




Net Decrease . . 

1,08,216 




Decrease Treasure 4f34«730 

Deduct Increase Merchandize 3 *^ 6,514 


KXTERKAf. 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Imports: 

Fraace. 


S. Rs. 1,08,216 


4 Y 2 



EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


Bengal. 
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240. Comparing the Importations of 1828-29 with those of the preceding year, the 
results are as follow, viz.: Increase in the articles and wares mentioned below to the 
comparative extent of sicca rupees 7,10,811, as under, viz. : 


Imports: 

Fnuwe. 





INCREASE. 

Faancb. — Imports : 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Alum 

• • 

maunds 

987 

3.8*6 

Beads 

• • 


— 

13,916 

Brandy 

. . 

. . 

— 

3,17,501 

Copper, Foreign 

• • 

. . 

— 

3,510 

Claret, Foreign 

• • 

■ • . . 

— 

3,20,053 

Champaign and Burgundy 

. • 

• • • • 

— 

99487 

Cards 

• • 

• • . . 

. • 

3.397 

Cochineal 


maunds 

136 

46,378 

Cloves 

•• 


853 I 

n,494 

Glass-Ware 

. • 

• • • • 

— 

3,932 

Gold Thread and Lace 

9 • 

• • ■ • 

— 

9.948 

Lead, Foreign 

•• 

maunds 

3>037 

16,990 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 

9 9 

.. 

— 

8,348 

Queen's Ware 


• • • • 

— 

3,917 

Quicksilver 

• • 

maunds 

83 

6,730 

Stationeiy 

•• 

• • • ■ 

-- 

3,636 

Sundries . • 

•• 

.. 

— 

4,767 

Spelter 

• • 

• • 0 • 

907 

— 

Yin de Grave 

• 

• 


• • mm 


11,771 

7,10,811 


241. The comparative decrease or decline in value of goods imported, in the year under 
consideration, is sicca rupees 8,19,027, occurring in the following cases ; 
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DECREASE. 

Feance.— Imports : 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brimstone maunds 

4,467 

7486 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign 

— 

85,897 

Confectionery 

— 

4,087 


— 

i5i6o6 

Corks 

— 

9,651 

Fowling-Pieces and Pistols 

— 


Grocery 

— 

3,832 

Iron, British nUaunds 

323 

2,094 

Iron, Foreign — 

290 

1,301 

Instruments, Musical • • 

— 

2,094 

Jewellery •• 

— 

5,480 


— 

4,807 


— 

43,768 

Malt Liquor 

— 

3,977 

Medicines 


3,976 

Oilman's Stores 

— 

6 ,n 3 

Piece Goods, Silk, Foreign 

— 

1,98,385 

Perfumery 

— 

7,519 

Salt Provisions 

— 

3 ,ii 9 

Spelter maunds 


9,403 

Velvets, Foreign 

— 

91,369 

Wines 

— 

14,599 



3,84,997 

Treasure 

• • • • 

4,34,730 



8,19,097 


242. The aggregate value of goods and wares exported hence to France, within the 

year 1828^29, was sicca rupees 23,87^107 ; which, compared with tlie amount of ship- 
ments in the previous year, is a deficiency of sicca rupees 3,12,697 ; of which sum 
sicca rupees 2,99,197 is apportioned to merchandize, and sicca rupees 13,500 to 
treasure. ^ 

243. The details of goods and wares exported to France are represented in the follow- 
ing Statement: * 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Imports : 
France. 


Exports : 
France. 
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KXTBBNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


BeagaL 


Exports: 

France. 







1827-28. 

1888-99. 

France. — Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Silk Piece Goods 


pieces 

314 

3,140 

961 

8,169 

Shawls . . 

• a • • 

— 

— 

•— 

4 

650 

Indigo .. 

• • • • 

maunds 

29,187 

32,18,756 

19,067 

19,06,709 

Sugar 

• • • • 

— 

3,358 

36,075 

7,462 

59,750 

Grain 

• • • • 

— 

1,650 

2,275 

29,924 

49,032 

Saltpetre . . 

• • • a 

— 

23,215 

1,01,373 

41,561 

1,61,407 

Gums • • • • 

• • • • 

— 

511 

5,403 

»73 

1,542 

Cotton . . 

• • • • 

— 

732 

6,088 

3,281 

110 

013 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

24,253 

i5iOoo 

800 

Lac IKe 

Shell Lac 

t a a • 

maunds 

77a 

76,055 

351 

3»,67* 

a a a a 

— 

318 

6,383 

14,065 

189 

3.774 

Turmerick 

a a a • 

— 

4,128 

13,042 

47,499 

Castor Oil 

• a a a 

— 

— 

— 

4 

144 

Safflower 

a a a a 


3,213 

79,570 

230 

6,5»7 

Soap 

a a a a 

— 

— 

— 

15 

100 

Skins and Hides 

a a a a 

• • • • 

— 

255 

— 

360 

Country Sundries 

a a a a 

• • • • 

— 

9,074 

— 

12,923 

Liquor . . 

• a a a 

• • • • 

maunds 

— 

i,4to 


6,597 

Pepper . . 

a a a a 

3,697 

42,076 

... 

— 

Co%e .. 

a a a a 

— 

2,386 

47,785 

674 , 

16406 

Camphire 

a a a a 

— 

393 

19,995 

— 

— 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, Bntish 

• • • • 

— 

8,183 


358 

Gums, Foreign . • 

a a 

maunds 

— 

— 

1,054 

10476 

Tea • • • • 

a a • • 

chests 

36 

1,490 

89 

5.7»6 

Glass-Ware 

• • • • 

a a a a 

maunds 

— 

— 

— 

6,478 

Tin • • • • 

• • • • 

— 

— 

1,442 

31,428 

Europe Sundries 


Treasure 

Deduct 

a • a • 

a a a a 

1.3,676 

86,86,304 

13,500 

26,99,804 

23,87,107 

3,12,697 

— 

19,789 

93.87.107 

23.87.107 


Decrease, Merchqqdixe S. Rb. 3,99,197 

Ditto .. Treasure i3>^o 

S.Rs. 3,13,697 


244. The fluctuations of increase in the value of particular goods are enumerated 
below, amounting in the result to sicca rupees 2,46,686, as per Statement, viz. 
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France.— Exports t 


Silk Piece Goods 

Shawls 

Sugar 

Grain 

Saltpetre . . 
Turmerick 
Castor Oil 
Soap 

Skins and Hides 
Country Sundries 
Liquor 

Gums, Foreign 
Tea 

Glass-Ware 

Tin 

Europe Sundries 


INCREASE. 


> pieces 
maunds 


maunds 
. chests 


maunds 


Quantity. 

V.lue. 

647 

5.029 

4 

650 

4,204 

33.675 

38,274 

46,757 

18,346 

60,035 

8,914 

33,434 

4 

144 

15 

100 

— 

105 

— 

3.849 

— 

5,187 

1,054 

10,475 

53 

4,226 

— 

5.478 

1,442 

31.428 

— 

6,114 

S-Rs. 

1 3,46,686 


And decrease in the value of goods exported hence, amounting to sicca rupees 5 , 59 , 383 , 
as represented in the following Statement, viz* 




DECREASE. 

France. — Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Indigo 

Gums 

Cotton . . 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

Lac Dye 

Shell Lac .. .. .... 

Safflower .. 

Pepper 

Coffee 

Camphire . . ^ 

Broad Cloth and Woollena, British 

. . maunds 

.. .. pieces 

. . maunds 

3,130 

338 

623 

9,250 

421 

129, 

2,983 

3,697 

1,712 

392 

3.12,047 

3,861 

5.176 

2,481 

44,484 

9,508 

74.053 

42,076 

31.379 

19.995 

7.824 


• 

Treasure 

* a . ■ 

5.45.883 

13,500 




5.59,383 


BXTKRNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Exports : 
France. 
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245. The gross amount value of the trade with France, in the year 1828-29, was 
sicca rupees 4^91,357 j this, compared with the sum of commerce in 1827-28, shows a 
deficiency of sicca rupees 4,20,913. The comparison between the imports and exports of 
the year under review, is an excess of the latter of sioca rupees 1,82,857, according to 
the official numbers ; but if the true bearings of the case be required to be known, the fol- 
lowing* may betaken as giving a result approximating to truths viz* 

Imports : 


Value of Goods .. .. •• •• • • •• •• 

Add, 15 per cent, to bring the value of falsified invoices to truth 2,56,/)05 

Value of Treasure 4»93i8^® 

24,60,815 

Exports : 

Value of Goods .. .. .. •• •• •• 23,87,107 

Add, 5 per cent •• •• ii'9»355 

Add, in maunds 19,067 of Indigo, at 130 per maund . . . . 24,78,710 

49,85,17a 


Exports exceed Imports by . . . . S. Rs. 35>24»357 


which excess is provided for by bills on London. 

Tonnage. ‘246. The tonnage employed in this trade, in the year under review, consisted of 34 

vessels, tons 10,564, in arrivals ; and 31 vessels ; tons 11,005, in departures ; being a 
comparative increase of nine vessels, tons ‘2,4 17i in the former, and of nine vessels, tons 
3,207, in the latter, as shown in paragraph 168. 

247. Considering the extent of our relations with France, the fluctuation in the amount 
of imports may he regarded as of no moment ; in the details, however, some important 
varieties may he remarked. The increase in the imported value of brandy was sicca rupees 
2,17,501; of clarets, sicca rupees 3,‘20,053 ; of Champaign and Burgundy, sicca rupees 
22,487, andof Yin de Grave, sicca riipei s, 11,771. The aiiiouiil of these was counter- 
balanced by reductions in the value of woollens, sicca rupees 25,807 ; of corals, sioca 
rupees 15,606; of je\>ellery, sicca rupees 5,480 ; of inilliucry, sicca rupees 43,768; of 
silk piece goods, sicca rupees 1,28,385; of velvets, sicca rupees 0 1 ,;U)9 ; and in the value 
of treasure, sicca rupees 4,13-1,730. 

248. The outward investments from France in this year were found to be unsaleable 
by private a/rangemeiits, and almost all of them were disposed of at auction. The 
clarets sold from 2, 8, to 10 rupees per dozen ; Cliarnpaign and Burgundy averaged about 
16 per dozen; and brandies about one rupee two annas per gallon. The whole import 
trade was understood to have produced a loss of about ‘20 per cent. 

240. The export trade fluctuated to a greater extent, the comparative decrease being 
(as already shewn) sicca rupees 312,607. The principal reduction took place in indigo, 
the exported value of which is sicca rupees 3,12,047 less than that of 1827-28. The expor- 
tation of lac dye had considerably fallen, as also safflower, pepper, coffee, and camphiro. 
The principal increase or augmentation in the value of exported commodities occurred 
on sugar, saltpetre, grain, turmeric and tin. 


externai. 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


Bengal. 

Exports : 
France. 


Hamburgh 
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Hamduroh. 

250. The trade with llambui^h, in the year under consideration, like that of the 
preceding year, consisted exclusively of imports, the amount of which was sicca rupees 
373,232 ; being, by a comparison with the preceding year, an increase of sicca rupees 

2,99,320. 

251« The articles imported from Hamburgh are detailed in the following table : 




1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 








Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign . . 


i 7>578 



40,938 

Cotton Yarn, Foreign . . 

mounds 

25 

3,658 

— 


Cotton Twist, British 






207 

13,396 

Ditto, Foreign 

— 

— 

— 

462 

68,797 

Cotton Mule Twist . . 

— 

12 

2,096 

— 

— 

Glass Ware . . 



3,766 

— 

7,388 

Gin 




11,452 

— 

33,973 

Hosiery 


— 


— 

6,160 

Hardware 

. . 

— 

4,700 

— 

— 

Iron, Foreign 

maunds 




37 * 

2,107 

Millinery 

. . 



— 

— 

12,354 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 


118 

— 

55,429 

Sundries 

, , 


10,070 

, 

56,648 

Spelter 

maunds 

3,861 

20,474 

14,303 

77,042 




73,91* 

•• 

3,73, * 3 * 




Deduct 

73,91a 




Net Increase . . S. Rs. 

2,99,320 


252. The comparative increase and decrease being as under : 

Imcrbase ; 

On Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign 

Cotton Twist, British 

Cotton Twist, Foreign 

Glass Ware 

Gin 

Hosieiy 

Iron, Foreign 

Millinery . . 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 

Sundries .. .. 

Spelter 


a 3 ; 36 o 
12,396 
68,797 
3,63 s 

23,521 

6,160 

2,107 

12»354 

55>3ii 

46,578 

56,508 


S.Rs. 3*09,774 
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EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Hamburgh. 


Sweden. 


On Cotton Yarn 

Decrease : 

• ■ •• •• •• 

3.658 

Cotton Mule Twdst 

• • »• •• •• 

2,096 

Hardware . . 



4.700 



S. R«. 10,454 


2.>3. Only one vessel, of tons 254, under the British Hag, arrived here from Hamburgh, 
and she returned to Great Baitain. The proceeds of the outward investments were re- 
mitted or returned by bills of exchange on London. The loss on this adventure was, we 
believe, great, being not less upon an average than 33 per cent., which it is feared will 
discourage or narrow future operations. 


Sweden. 

254. The aggregate of tlic trade with Sweden in the year 1S28-21), amounted to sicca 
rupees 2,57,083, in ofKcial valuation ; which, compared with the previous year, is an 
increase of sicca rupees 86,114. 

255. The imports from Sweden are represented at sicca rupees 82,701, atVording a 
comparative increase of sicca rupees 3,269, as per following Statement : 


1827 28 . 1828 - 29 . 

I I 

IMPORTS. . U 



1 

Quantity. | 

Value. 

Quantity . 

Value. 

Copper, Foreign . . 

1 

.. maunds! 

1,812 

45,911 

638 

16,140 

Iron, ditto 

.. - 1 

». 7»5 

6,315 

13.630 

55 , 19 « 

pitch and Tar 

. . 1 

— * 

3,653 

— 

2,390 

Steel, Foreign 

. . maunds 

.5,542 ■ 

20,639 1 

1,430 

8,571 

Sundries 

1 

I 

2,974 1 

— 

470 



i 

79»492 , 


82,761 



Deduct 

• . • • 

79»492 

1 



Net increase 


.. S.lls. 

1 3.869 


i ■ ■ ^ 

256. The increase occurs in the article of iron, the importation of which exceeds the 
amount of 1827-28 by sicca rupees 48,875 ; the decrease is involved in the following, to 
the extent respectively mentioned, viz. 

Sicca Rupees. 


On Copper, maunds 1,174 29,771 

Pitch and Tar . . , . . . i»263 

Steel, maunds 4, 1 1 2 1 

Sundries . . . . . . . . 2,504 

S. Rs. 45’0 o6 
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257. The articles imported from Sweden arc of a character and description generally 
ill denmiid here, although only to a limited quantity. The out-turn of this trade is 
also tfenerally supposed to be advaiita^i^ooiis to the importers. 

258 . The aggregate value of theexports, in official numbers, was sicca rupees 1 , 74 , 122 , 
presenting an increase of sicca rupees 82,845 compared with the previous year, as pei 


following Schedule ; 


n 

- - 


1 

— 


1 

1 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

I 

i 

Quantity. | 

Value. 

Quantity. | 

Value. 

Silk Piece Goods . . pieces 





80 

620 

Indigo . . . . . . . . niaunds 

355 

35 . 5<^3 

345 

34,513 

Sugar . . . . . . — 

5.>99 

41.575 

15.719 

1.35.708 

(irain . . . . . . . . — , 

1,100 

3,015 

— 

— 

Cotton . . — 

522 

4,453 

1,282 

10,668 

Ginger . . . . . . . . — i 

60 

179 

50 

150 

Country Sundries . . . . . . ■ 

— 

3.077 

— 

242 

Europe Sundries 


3.675 

1 — 

2,421 



91.477 


1.74.333 


Deduct 

.. 

91.477 


Net Increase 

.. S.Rs. 

82,846 

• 





259 . The articles shipped to Sweden, 

on which there was an 

increase, consisted of the 

following : 





On Silk Piece Goods, in pieces 8o 

• . • - 

• • • . 

S. Rs, 620 

Sugar, maunds 10,520 

• • . • 


.. 84,133 

Cotton Wool, maunds 7G0 

.. 

• • • a 

.. 6,315 




S. Rs. 90,968 

2()0. 44 ie di'crcase occurred in the following goods, viz. 



On Indigo, maunds 10 


• • ■ « 

S. Ri. 990 

Grain, maunds 1,100 

• . • • 

• • • • 

• . 3,015 

Ginger, maunds 10 

. . • • 

* * • • 


29 

Country Sundries . . 

. • • t 

mm • • 

• . 3,835 

Europe Sundries 

.. 


.. 1.354 




S.Ri. 8,133 
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261 . The dilFerence between imports and exports is sicca rupees 91 , 561 , in official 
valuation, the latter being so much greater than tlie former ; but if wo give the proximate 
value to the exports, the amount of difference will be sicca rupees 1 , 43 , 351 , as per men- 
tioned Statement, viz. 

Amount of Imports . . . . . . . . , . . . . . S. Rs. 82,761 

Amount of Exports .. if74)3sa 

Add, in maunds 345 of Indigo, at 130 per maund . . . . 44,850 

Add, 5 per cent, on sicca rupees 1,38,810, the amount Exports 

less the value of Indigo . . . . . . . . . . 6,940 

2,26,112 

Exports in excess of Imports . . S. Rs. i>43»35i 

ill which, dilfcroncc has bccMi met or adjubted uj)on English credit. 

262 . The vessels employed in this trade, during the year 1828 - 29 , are one vessel, of 
tons 468 , upon arrivals ; and three upon departures, equal to tons 745 : the two that 
appear in excess upon the arrivals were vessels of the previous year, that took their depar- 
ture from hence within the present year. 


Portugal. 

263 . Our commerce with this kingdom in tlie year under consideration, w%ts without 
importations, and the aggregate of shipments was sicca rupees 1 , 12 , 433 . The compara- 
tive difference being a decrease equal to sicca riqiees 2,79,470. 

264 . The \alued decline of our import trade with Portugal, compared with the previ- 
ous year, was sicca rupees 1 , 98 , 043 , as per follow ing Siatement : 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 . 29 . 

IMPORTS : 

Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Foreign . . maunds 

2,299 

78,620 

— 

— 

Piece Goods Foreign 

— 

1.809 

— 

— 

Sundries 

— 

6,689 

— 

— 


i 

1 

87,1x8 



Treasure . 

. 

1,10,925 


— 



1,98,043 


-7 


All decrease. 
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2G5. The gross value of shipments to Portugal, during the year 1828-29, was sicca 
rupees 1,12,433; which, compared with the amount of ex jiortatioiis in the year 1827-28, 
is a deficiency of sicca rupees 81,433, as shown in the following exhibit: 




1827 - 28 . 

1 

1 1828 - 29 . 

« 


Quantity. 

Value. 

j Quantity. 

Value. 

Exports : 






Cotton Piece Goods 

. . pieces 

54,002 

i. 39 .fi 99 

1 20,045 

60,802 

8ilk Piece Goods . . 

.. — 

2,093 

15,466 

1 1,050 

6,975 

Indigo 

maunds 

144 

ii),428 

— 

— 

(train 

— 

4,000 

7.750 

4,000 

10,000 

Saltpetre 


936 

3.858 

2,116 

7.517 

(iunnics and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

15,000 

2,250 

25,800 

1,322 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine 

maunds 

-- 

— 

140 

1,880 

Country Sundries . . 

• • mm 

— 

640 

— 

1,617 

Nankeens . . 

pieces 

— 

— 

11,275 

13,911 

Tea 

chests 

59 

3,935 

— 

— 

liluropc Sundries 

.. 

— 

5,840 

— 

8,409 




1.93.866 

— 

1 , 12,433 


Deduct 

1 . 12,433 



Net Decrease 

i . . S. Rs. 1 

81,433 




266 # The fluctuations arc detailed in the subjoined Statement, viz. 

Increase : 


Increase : 

On Grain, value S. Rs. 2,250 

Saltpetre, maunds 1,180 3>65() 

Gunny Bags, increase in quantity# pieces 10,800. 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine, maunds 140 1,880 

Countiy Sundries 977 

Nankeens, pieces 1 1,375 1 3,91 1 

Europe Sundries 2,569 


S» Rs* 25>246 
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Decrease : 

On Cotton Piece Goods, pieces 33,957 . . . . S. Rs. 78,897 

Silk Piece Goods — I 1 O 43 8,491 

Indigo, from the absence of exportation in the year under 
review, maunds 144 .. .. .. .. .. 14,428 

Gunnies, decrease in value . . . . . . . . 928 

Tea, chests 59 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,935 

S. Rs. 1 , 06,679 

267 . The differoiici* between imports and exports, in the year 1828-2t), taking the 
official vnluation, is sicca rupees 1,12,433, the latter above tlie former ; but if we reckon in 
the approximate amoimt of exports according to the calculations that have been assumed, 
tliat is. by adding five per cent, to tlie official sum of shipments (sicca rupees 5,621), the 
difference nill be found to be sicca rupees 1,18,054, which was, doubtless, paid for by 
drafts on Kiiglish credit. 

268. There ivere no arrivals of vessels from Portugal in the year under notice ; and but 
one ship appears amongst the departures. 

269. In our reports for the last five years, we have remarked on the progressive decline 
of our trade with Portugal. The exhibit of the year under consideration places it almost 
on the point of suspension. 


Gibraltar and Malta. 

270 . The year under consideration, like the preceding, presents 'iio operations or 
intercourse with Gibraltar and Malta. We may therefore consider this part of our exter- 
nal commerce as abandoned for the present. 


Asia. 

Asia 271 . The aggregate of our commerce with the ports and states of Asia, in the year 

1828-29, was sicca rupees 2,77,10,456; which, compared with the previous year, is a 
deficiency of sicca rupees 1,16,18,685. 

272 . Of the above-mentioned amount, imports comprehend sicca rupees 93,46,218 ; 
and exports, sicca rupees 1,83,64,238; the former, compared with the year 1827-28, is 
deficient sicca rupees 72,10,090 ; and the latter, sicca rupees 44,08,595, as exhibited in 
the following Statement : 


Gibraltar and 
Malta. 


714 

mxtkrnal 
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Imports : 

Mcrcliandize. 

1827 - 28 . 

Treasure, j 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

1828-29. 

! Treasure 

! 

Coast of Coromandel 

4.20,933 

1 

61,877 j 

4,82,810 

3,99.569 

1,31, .561 

Coast of Malabar 

4,34,651 

150 1 

4,34,801 

5.86,354 

2,12,287 

Coast of Sumatra 

2,16,160 

34,961 1 


— 


("cylon 

2.19.313 

— ! 

2,19.313 


— 

Maldive Islands . . 

1,01,278 

1 

1,01,278 

89,374 

— 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

12,66,807 

8,60,241 I 

21,27,048 

4,93,981 

; 2,84, .300 

Penang and Eastward . . 

3.65,980 

1,68,823 j 

5,34,803 

; 11, .5.5,2 27 

' 4.93.533 1 

Java 

.5,06,371 

4,86,338 1 

9,9<,709 1 

1,25,117 

1 1.5,828 ! 

Manilla . . 

39,486 

M,.549 ; 

54,0.35 , 

6,960 

j 24,750 1 

Pegue 

3,50,893 

21,24,252 j 

24,75,145 ! 

3,97.146 

18,28,14.5 

China 

21,70,668 

64,18,027 

85,88,695 ' 

16,63,521 


New South Wales 

2,25,467 

^9,083 ; 

2,94>.55o 

2.5,088 


S. Rs. 

63,18,007 

1,02,38,301 

1,65,56,308 

I 

1 

C^i 

4:3»7f>»7*i ' 




1827 - 28 . 



1828 - 5 > 9 . 

Exports : 

Moi chandizo. 

Treasure. 

total. 

Merehaiidize. 

Treasure. 

Coast of Coromandel 

8,74,966 



8 , 74 , 9()6 

6,51,227 

■■ ' 

Coast of Malabar 

14,93,262 

— 

14,93,262 

17,09.27a 

— 

Coast of Sumatra 

55,613 

— 

55,613 

— 

j 

Ceylon 

61,929 

— 

61,929 

29,286 


Maldive Islands . . 

56,922 

— 

56,922 

51,271 

_ 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

22,53,421 

1,013 

22 , 54,434 

17,984)27 

_ 1 

Penang and Eastward 

11,38,076 

— 

11,38,076 

28,66,083 

:h02,2.50 

Java 

7,7.5,023 

— 

7,7.5,023 

1,74,299 

1 

Manilla 

1,63.549 

— 

1,63,549 

— 

... 

Pegue 

9,89,152 

— 

9,89,15a 

9,3.5.162 


China 

1,46,90,342 

81.775 

1,47,72,117 

97,69,876 



New South AVales 

1,35,540 

2,250 

',37,790 

76,585 

— 

S. Rs. 

1,26,87,795 

85,038 

2,27,72,833 

1,80,61.980 

3,02,250 


TOTAL. 


7,78,iSi 

,io,43,S.i« 

93,4' > 


TOTA I.. 

•>,5>,21!7 

2<),2SH 

.51,27 • 

i7>9S.927 

31,68,33.3 

1.74,29c 

9,35.162 

97 > 69>876 

76,585 

i,83,64,2?,H 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(i-) 

Bengal. 

Coromandel: 

Imports. 


716 THIRD APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT or i«b 

The Coast of Coromandel. 

273. The gross amount of our trade with the coast of Coromandel in the year 1828 - 29 , 
was sicca rupees 11 , 82 , 357 , in which, compared with the result of the previous year, 
is a decrease of sicca rupees 1 , 75 , 419 . 

274. The aggregate of imports, in the year under consideration, was sicca rupees 
5 , 31 , 130 ; comprehending the receipts of treasure, value sicca rupees 1 , 31 , 561 ; and of 
merchandize, sicca rupees 3 , 99 , 569 . The comparative result between the years being 
an increase to the value of sicca rupees 48 , 320 , made up by an increase on treasure sicca 
rupees 69 , 684 , and a decrease on merchandize sicca rupees 21 , 364 , as exemplified in tlie 
following table : 




1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Imports : 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beads 




6,031 



183 

Brandy 

• • a a • • 

— 

3.936 

— 

5,400 

Benjamin . . 

. . maunds 

— 

— 

156 

4,202 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

3.383 

— 

16,150 

Copper, British . . 

. . maunds 

84 

3»557 

133 

5,469 

Copper, Foreign .. 

— 

109 

3.906 

— 

— 

Coir 

— 

2,407 

8,966 

192 

528 

Corals 

• • • • * * 

— 

20,443 

— 

— 

Claret, English . . 

• . chests 


!3,415 


2,640 

China Paper 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

4,914 

Chunks 

. . 

— 

46,393 

— 

65,373 

Cocoa-Nuts 

. . 

— 

4.656 

— 

660 

Cocoa-Nut Oil . . 

. . maunds 

1,817 

16,654 

483 

3.347 

Cocoa-Nut Kernel 

.. — 

789 

3.466 

3.081 

8,373 

Cardamums 

— 

8 

619 

67 

7.907 

Cloves 


208 

12,462 

253 

11,465 

Ghee 

. . maunds 

216 

3,464 

410 

7,067 

Grain 

— 

794 

706 

5,158 

5 . 3 >o 

Indigo 

— 

61 

6,891 

209 

20,908 

Indigo Seeds 

— 

1,511 

4,921 

132 

526 

Millinery 

a . 

— 

150 

— 

6,795 

Madeira Wine 

. • pipes 


650 

11| 

6,060 

Piece Goods, Cotton, 

British 

— 

870 

— 

5.416 

Ditto . . ditto 

Foreign 

— 

>.37.873 

— 

33,555 

Ditto . . Silk 

. . Ditto 

— 

878 

— 

2.693 

Port Wine 

. . dozens 

— 

— 

492 

6,156 

Pepper 

• . maunds 

705 

8,331 

18 

181 

Rum and Arrack 


— 

j 


5,713 

(continued.') 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports — continued* 

i 

Quantity. 

j j 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sandal Wood 

maunds 

1288 

I 3,589 

i 

68 

00 

0 

Sappan Wood 

1 

250 


1 6,006 1 

12*375 

Skins and Hides 

1 

— 

11,262 

— ! 

18,762 

Sundries . . 

1 

— 

67,822 

1 

76,750 

Spelter 

maunds 

— 

1 

499 

3,961 

Sherry 

.. 

— 

I 192 

— 

7,158 

Timber and Planks 

. . 

— 

1 — 

— 

16,771 

Tin 

maunds 

811 

1 24 , 4 P 4 

416 

11,400 

Tea 

chests 

30 

1,950 

170 

6,143 

Velvet, Foreign , . 

. . 

— 

1 7,070 

— 


Wax 

maunds 

45 

' 2,003 

270 

11,682 




4 , 30,933 

j 

3,99,569 


Treasure 

.. 

• fi >,877 


1,31.561 




4,82,810 

— 

1 5,31,130 




Deduct 


1 4,82,810 

1 



Net Increase 

. . 8. Rs. 

! 48,320 


EXTERNAL 
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*275. The fluctuations on the value of ihegootls imported were as under ; vh. 



INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Imports ; 1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beads 






5,848 

Brandy . . . . . . . . ' 

— 

1,474 


— 

Benjamin . . . . maunds ! 

156 

4,202 

— 

— 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British . . ! 

— 

12,867 

— 

— 

Copper, British . . , . maunds ' 

49 

1,912 

— 

— 

Copper, Foreign .. — 

— 

— 

109 

3,906 

Coir — 

— 

— 

2,215 

8,438 

Corals ' 

— 

— 

— 

30,443 

Claret, English . . . . chests 

— 

— 


775 

China Paper 

— 

4,914 


— 


5 A 



{continued.) 
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Imports: 
Coast of 
Coromandel, 


Exports : 
Coast of 
Coromandel. 





INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Imports — continued. 


— 








Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Chanks 


.. .. 



18,880 



Cocoa-Nuts 


. . 

— 

— 


3,996 

Cocoa-Nut Oil • . 


maunds 

— 

— 

i>334 

13,307 

Cocoa-Nut Kernel 


— 

s,2gs 

4.907 


— 

Cardamums 


— 

59 

7,288 


— 

Cloves 


— 

45 



997 

Ghee 


— 

194 

3.603 i 

1 

— 

Grain 


— 

4>364 

4,604 

1 

— - 

Indigo 


— 

148 

14,011 

1 

1 

— 

Indigo Seeds 


— 

— 

1 

■"* 1 

*.379 ! 

4,395 

Millinery . . 


— 

— 

6,645 i 

— 

— 

Madeira Wine 


pipes 

loi 

4,410 1 

— 

— 

Piece Goods, Cotton, 

British 


— 

4,545 ! 


— 

Ditto . . ditto 

. . Foreign 

— 

— ; 

— 

*,05,3*6 

Ditto , . Silk 

. . Ditto 

— 

1,81.5 

— 

— 

Port Wine 

. . 

dozens 

492 

6,156 

— 

— 

Pepper 


maunds 


! 

687 

8,050 

Rum and Arrack 


. . 

— 

.5,7 IS . 

— 

— 

Sandal Wood . . 


maunds 

— 

— 

220 

1,904 

Sappan Wood . . 



5 i 756 

11,144 

— 

— 

Skins and Hides 


. . 

— 

7,500 

— 

— 

Sundries 

. . . . 

, , 


8,928 

— 

— 

Spelter 


maunds 

499 

2,961 


— 

Sherry 


• . 

— 

6,966 

1 

— 

Timber and Planks 

• • ■ • 

. . 

— 

16,771 

— ; 

— 

Tin 


maunds 

— 

1 

395 

13,004 

Tea 

■ ■ • ■ 

chests 

140 

4,193 


— 

Velvet, Foreign 

. • > • 



— 

— 

7,070 

Waic . . 


maunds 

22/5 

9,679 

— 

— 




i 

1 

1,76,087 

— 

1,97,451 



Decrease . . . . 1 

69,684 

— . 

— 




S. Rs. 1 

2,45,77* 

■ 

1,97,451 


276. The amount of exports from hence arc presented at sicca rupees 
confined to merchandize ; which, compared with the previous year, g^ives a deficieiicy 
in the year under consideration of sicca rupees 2,23,739, as shown in litio folfowMit; 
Statement : 
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1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods . . 

. . pieces 

11,864 

211.788 

-2,591 

5,282 

Silk Piece Goods 

— 

8,742 

44.«53 1 

16,495 

70,934 

Embroidered ditto ditto 

. . — 

161 

1,806 

7122 

7,478 

Shawls 

— 

14 

3 .fi 8 o i 

14 

1,086 

41.843 

Sugar 

. . raaunds 

4 > 4''29 

35 , .531 1 

5,328 

Silk 

. . — 

G85 

1.83.917 ; 

779 

2,06,774 

Grain . . 

. . — 

72,025 

1,06,183 

47,203 

70.785 

Saltpetre 

. . — 


i»o.50 1 

220 

979 

Long Pepper and Roots 

. . — 

1 . 2.09 

17.665 1 

1,047 

11,204 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

. . pieces 

28,075 

2,577 : 

69,875 

5,216 

Seeds, of sorts 

. . maunds 


12.258 

3.12*2 

6,071 

Ginger 

— 

1.113 

3.351 

610 

1,842 

Salt Provision 

• • • « 



2,676 

— 

14,220 

Borax and Tincal 

, . maunds 

242 

4,466 

312 

5,811 

Canvas 

. . bolts 

1.778 

269 

21,582 

70 

640 

Hemp, Flax and Twine 

maunds 

2,828 

56 

434 

Saul Timber . . 

. . • • 


3.196 

— 

12,039 

Carriages and Palanquins 

. , pieces 

12 

9.285 

7 

4,400 

Country Sundries 

• « • • 

— 

44,822 


21,273 

2,643 

Madeira Wine, , 

. . pipes 

24 

6,420 

7 

Copper, British 

. . maunds 

411 

17,089 

101 

4,185 

Copper, Foreign 

— 


42,429 

122 

4,502 

Tin Plates and Ware . . 

■ . • • 


7.792 



— 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, 

British . . ' 



29,289 


1,886 

Cotton Piece Goods, British . . 

. 

22,163 

- 

6,776 

Ditto ditto, Foreign . . 

. . • • 

- - 

25,415 

, — . 

2 , 166 

Pictures and Prints . . 

. . • . 



6,390 



Cutlery 

. . 



200 


6,928 

Tea 

. . chests 

107 

7,287 

12 

[ 1 ,008 

Glass-Ware . . 

« > . . 

' 

22,683 


8,486 

Iron, British . . 

. . maunds 

4.298 

17^547 

5,676 

•21,254 

Spelter 

Medicine 

. . — 

858 

8,010 

243 

1,876 

. . 


313 

...» 

14,539 

Corals . . 

. . 

— 

12,253 



2,554 

Stationery 



1,080 



C ,390 

Hosiery 

. . 

- II - 

13,176 

— 

— 

Europe Sundries 

Deduct 

N et Decrease 

» • . • 

. . S. Rs. 

1,12,716 

8,74.966 

6.51.227 

2,23,739 

— 

77,723 

6,51,227 


KXTliKNAI. 
AND INTICJINAL 
C’DMMKKCK 

(M 

Bengal. 

Exports : 
Coast of 
Coromandel. 


277. The changes that were felt in the value of the goods exported from hence to the 
coast of Coromandel arc detailed in the following exliibit : 


5 A 2 
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Bengal. 


Exports : 
Coast of 
Coromandel. 




INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 




9.273 

16,506 

Silk ditto 


7.763 

36,881 

— 

— 

Embroidered ditto 


561 

6.679 

— 

— 

Shawls 

— 

— 

— 


2,594 

Sugar 

maunds 

899 

6,318 

— 

— 

Silk 

— 

94 

93,857 


— 

Grain 

— 

— 

— 

34,822 

36.398 

Saltpetre 

— 

8 

— 

— 

71 

Long Pepper and Roots . . 

— 

— 

— 

312 

6,461 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

41,800 

2,639 

— 

— 

Seeds, of sorts . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

1,930 

6,187 

Ginger 

— 

— 

— 

503 

1,509 

Salt Provision 

.. 


ii »544 

— 

— 

Borax and Tincal 

maunds 

70 

1.345 

— 

— 

Canvas 

bolts 

— 

— 

1.708 

30,943 

Hemp, Flax and Twine . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

S13 

2,394 

Saul Timber 


— 

8,843 



Carriages and Palanquin 

pieces 

— 


5 

4,885 

Country Sundries 

. . 

— 



— 

93.549 

Madeira Wine 

. , pipes 




17 

3,777 

Copper, British . . 

maunds 

1 ““ 

— 

310 

19,904 

Copper, Foreign . . 

— 

I — 

— 

923 

37.997 

Tin Plates and Wares . • 

. • . . 

' — 

— 


7.799 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

j — 

— 


27403 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• • • . 

! — 

— 



15.387 

Ditto ditto Foreign 

• • • « 

1 — 

— 

— 

23.949 

Pictures and Prints 

. . 

' — 

— • 



6,390 

Cutlery 

. . 

— 

6,728 



— 

Tea 

chests 

— 

— 

96 

6,379 

Glass-Ware 


1 - 

— 

_ 

14,197 

Iron, British 

maunds 

1.378 

3.707 



Spelter 

— 

i 

— 

615 

6,134 

Medicine . . 


— 

14,226 


— 

Corals 


— 

— 

.... 

9.699 

Stationery 


•— 

6,310 


— 

Hosiery . . 


— 

— 


13,176 

Europe Sundries . . 


— 

— 

— 

34.999 



S. Rs. 

1,16,064 


3.39.803 
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278 . The difference between imports and exports^ in the year under consideration, is 
sicca rupees 1,20,097, which is made up by bills on Madras, and partly by the importa- 
tions of salt. The trade of the coast of Coromandel involves many articles of small 
value, and is sustained almost entirely by small coasting vessels. 


Coast of Malabar. 

279 . The gross value of our intercourse with the coast of Malabar, in the past year, was 
sicca rupees 25,07,913, being an increase of sicca rupees 5,79,850 on the operations of the 
previous year. 

280. I'he amount of our receipts from ports and places on the Malabar coast, in the 
year under consideration, was sicca rupees 7,&8,641 ; comprising the value of merchan- 
dize, sicca rupees 5,86,354 ; and of treasure, sicca rupees 2,12,287; the comparative 
result of the two years being an increase of sicca rupees 3,63,840 ; contained in an im- 
provement on the value of merchandize sicca rupees 1,51,703, and of treasure, sicca rupees 
2,12,137, as illustrated in the following Schedule : 




1827.28. 

1828-29. 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds 

maunds 

200 

1.335 

736 

5»340 

Alum 


155 

659 

3.085 

12,661 

Beads 

. . 

— 

3»925 

— 

16,798 

Copper, Foreign . . 

maunds 

29 

1,143 

523 

23407 

Corals 

. . 

— ■ 

1,380 

— 

8,690 

Corals, false 

■ ■ • • 

— 

i>5i3 

— 

8,517 

Coffee 

maunds 

363 

5,918 

1,111 

24,428 

Cocoa-nut Oil 

— 

938 

6.6^8 

1.743 

8,217 

Ditto Kernel 

— 

3,138 

8,689 

12,373 

36,915 

Cotton Yarn, British 

— 

7 

597 

103 

10,913 

Cotton Twist, Ditto 

— 

— 

— 

799 

47.889 

Cotton Mule Twist, ditto 

— 

397 

24,307 

114 

4.875 

Cardamoms 

— 

217 

24,330 

187 

22418 

Cotton 

— 

5,375 

61,926 

183 

2,192 

Glass-Ware 

. . 

— 

ISO 

... 

7.601 

Ghee . . 

maunds 

428 

5.582 

— 


Hardware 

.. 


6,649 

i 

— 


{continued,) 
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COMMERCE. 
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Coast of 
Coromandel. • 


Imports : 
Coast of Malabar. 
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Imports : 

Coast of Malabar. 




1827-28. 

1828*29. 

Im ports— 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Iron, British 

maunds 

313 

2.697 

98 

304 

Indigo 

— 


— 

115 

11,530 

Jewellery . . 

• • • • 

— 

5.625 



Lead, Foreign 

maunds 

194 

U.496 

— 


Lamita 

« • • • 


— 

— 

9»233 

Madeira Wine 

pipes 

8 

3»200 

— 

— 

Nankeens 

pieces 

9.800 

13,091 

8,590 

8,990 

Piece Goods, Cotton, British 

. . 


44»433 

— 

61,254 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 

.. 


2,480 

— 

12,632 

Ditto .. Silk .. ditto 

. . 


10,941 

— 

8,120 

Pepper 

maunds 

1.557 

18,478 

3,200 

38,331 

Pearls 

.. 


24,338 

— 

24,643 

Quicksilver 

maunds 


— 

54 

6,915 

Sandalwood .. 

— 

1,221 

12,526 

257 

2,237 

Salt 

— 

— 

— 

9,512 

28,536 

Seeds, of Sorts 

— 

634 

8,125 

— 


Sundries 

.. 


72,408 

— 

1,10,851 

Timber and Planks 


— 

400 

— 

4,760 

Tea 

chests 

912 

46,012 

35 

1,750 

Vermilion 

.. 

— 

3.770 

— 

17,408 




4,34,651 


5,86,354 


Treasure 

.. 

150 


2,12,287 




4,34,801 

— 

7,98,641 




Deduct 

• • • • 

4,34,801 



Net Increase . . 

. . S. Rg. 

3,63,840 


Increase Treasure 2,12,137 

Increase Merchandize 1)5 1^703 


S. Rs. 3»63»840 
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EXTEHNAL 

281 . The fluctuations on tho imports of the year are detailed in the follot\iii" and inteknal 
exhibit ; commeros. 




INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Imports ; 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

V'alue. 

Almonds 

maunds 

536 

4 ,oor, 



Alum 

— 

2,930 

12,002 

— 

— - 

Beads 


— 

12,873 

— 

1 ““ 

Copper, Foreign . . 

maunds 

494 

21,264 

— 


Corals 

• • • • 


7.310 

— 

' — 

Corals, False 

. . • • 


7,004 

— 

— 

Coffee 

maunds 

749 

18,510 

— 

— 

Cocoa-nut Oil 


815 

1,559 

— 

— 

Cocoa-nut Kernel 

— 

10,23./; 

28,226 

— 

— 

Cotton Yarn, British 

— 

9 ^> 

10,315 

— 

— 

Cotton Twist, Ditto 

Cotton Mule Twist, Ditto 

— 

799 

47.889 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

283 

19)332 

Cardamoms 

— 



30 

1,912 

Cotton 

— 



5 »i 92 

59.734 

Glass-Ware 

. . 

— 

7,481 

— 

— 

Ghee 

. . • . 

— 


428 

5,582 

Hardware 

. . . . 

— 

— 

— 

6,649 

Iron, British 

maunds 

— 

— 

215 

2,393 

Indigo 

— 

115 

IL53O 1 

— 

— 

Jewellery 

maunds 

— 

— 


5.625 

Lead, Foreign 

1 

— 

194 

11.496 

Lamata . . 

. . 

. 1 

9»233 

— 

— 

Madeira Wine 

. . pipes 

— 


8 

3»200 

Nankeens 

pieces 

— 

— 

1,210 

4,101 

Piece Goods, Cotton, British 

. . • . 

— 

16,821 

— 

— 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 
Piece Goods, Silk, Ditto 

1 

— 

10,152 

— 

— 

. . ■ • 

— 



2,821 

Pepper 

maunds 

1,643 

19.853 

— 

— 

Pearls 

. . 

— 

305 

— 

— 

Quicksilver 

maunds 

54 

5,915 

— • 

— 

Sandal Wood 

— 

— 


964 

10,289 

Salt 

— 

9 » 5 i 2 

*8,536 

— 


Seeds, of Sorts . . 


— 


634 

8,125 

Sundries . . 

• • 

— 

38,443 

— 


Timber and Planks 

. • • I 

— 

4,360 

— 


Tea 

chests 

— 


GO 

44,262 

Vermilion 

■ • • • 


13,638 

3.37.824 


1,85,521 


Treasure 

. ■ • • 

2,12,137 

— 

~ 


Bengal. 
Imports : 

Coast of Malabar. 


5.49.361 


1.85.521 



EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 
Exports : 

Coast of Malabar. 
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282. 'rhe aggregate of shipments to the ports and places on the coast of Malabar, in the 
year 18:^8-29, amounted to sicca rupees 17j09,27‘2 ; which, compared with the year 
1827-28, is an increase to the value of sicca rupees 2,16,010, as exemplified in the 
following Statement: _____ 


Exports : 


1827-28. 


Quantity. 


1828-29. 


Quantity. 


Cotton Piece Goods . . pieces 

Silk Piece Goods . . • - — 

Embroidered ditto . . • • — - 

Indigo . . - - maunds 

Sugar . . - • • • 

Silk — 

Grain • - 

Saltpetre . . . • • • 7“ 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags pieces , 

Skins and Hides . . • . • • i 

Shell Lac maunds 

Stick Lac •• •• — 

Ginger . . • • 

Borax and Tincal . • 

Long Pepper and Roots . . — 

Canvas 

Hemp, Flax and Twine . . maunds 

Carriages .. •• pieces 

Tobacco maunds 

Country Sundries . . • • • • 

Liquor 

Copper, British .. •• maunds 

Copper, Foreign . . 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 
Cotton Piece Goods, Ditto 

Ditto ditto, Foreign 

Silk ditto, British . . . • 

Ditto, ditto, Foreign .. .. - 

Cochineal . . . • • • maunds 

Pearls, Diamonds, and Emeralds 

Millinery . . • • 

Corals . . ’ • 

Iron, British . . • • maunds 

Corks • • • • • • ■ 

Lead, British . . • • maunds 

Cordage .. 

Europe Sundries • . 


maunds 


. . bolts 
maunds 
pieces 
maunds 


maunds 


17»325 

88,846 

276 

177 

12,941 

766 

1,03,552 

3,570 

11,11,150 


maunds 

maunds 


3I1318 

4,71,444 

4,009 

17,704 

1,04,437 

1,70,867 

1,66,595 

12,640 

90,363 

120 

14,480 

16,419 

1,635 

4,365 

17,639 

3,721 

2,021 

13,608 

155 

23,497 

2,184 

14,992 

2,440 

1,61,532 

4,764 

17,446 

6,260 

12,230 


6,393 I 
68,878 j 

102 ! 

62,584 ' 
465 i 
1,06,570 
230 ! 

22,52435 1 


14,93,262 


21,322 

3,60,891 

10,286 

4,93,410 

1,05,277 

1,90,951 

948 

1,43,378 

327 

997 

4,337 

I, 502 
3»oi9 
6,798 
6,316 
3,287 

18,700 

1»153 

13,608 

14,901 

6,146 

1,32,733 

48,744 

II, 407 

867 

20,214 

15,000 

19,706 


6,032 

42,457 

17,09,272 


Deduct • . 


14,93,262 


Net Increase . . 


2,16,010 
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283. The changes that mark the operations of the year are contained in the following 
Statement : 


Exports : 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 


Qjuantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 



10,933 

9,996 

Silk Piece Goods 

. . — 

— 

— 

19.968 

1 , 10,553 

Embroidered ditto 

. . — 



276 

4,009 

Indigo 

maunds 

— 

— 

75 

7,418 

Sugar 

Silk 



49.583 

3.88,973 

301 

65,590 

Grain 

. . — 

3,018 

« 4 . 35 <’ 



Saltpetre 

— 


— 

3,340 

1 1,693 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags . . 

. . pieces 

11,^1,385 

53,015 

— 

— 

Skins and Hides 



207 

— 

— 

Shell Lac 

maunds 

. 


781 

>3,483 

Stick Lac 

. . — 




958 

12,082 

Ginger 

. . — 



— 

22 

73 

Borax and Tincal . . 

, . — 


— 

68 

>,346 

Long Pepper and Roots . . 

• , bolts 




567 

11,041 

Canvas 

244 

>,597 



Hemp, Flax and Twine . . 

maunds 

239 

1,26^ 

— 

— 

Carriages . . 

. . pieces 

4 

5.092 

— 

— 

Tobacco . . 

maunds 

199 

998 

— 


Country Sundries . . • . 





— 

9.689 

Liquor 

maunds 

1 

12,717 

— 

— 

Copper, British 

1 


228 

8,846 

Copper, Foreign . . 

— 

1 

— 

57 

2,440 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

1 




28,799 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• • • • 


43.960 

— 


Ditto, Foreign 

• « • • 



— 

6,041 

Silk ditto, British . . 

• • • • 





6,260 

Ditto ditto. Foreign 

maunds 







11,363 

Cochineal . . 

49 

20,214 



Pearls, Diamonds, and Emeralds 


15,000 



- - , 

Millinery . . 

• • • • 


16,238 

— 

— 

Corals 

• • ■ • 

T , 



— 

11,200 

Iron, British 

maunds 



4,622 

20,055 

Corks 

maunds 



5.050 

— 



Lead, British . . # • 

— 


1,031 

7.650 

Cordage 

• • • • 

1 

5.302 

— 


Europe Sundries . . 

• ■ • • 


5.93.985 

i 

>8.349 

3,77.975 


284. The comparative difference between the imports and exports, in tlie year under 
consideration, was sicca rupees 9,10,G31, the former less than the latter. This great 
deficiency in the value of imports is met hy bills of exchange between the Presidencies of 

5 B Bombay 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

( 1 -) 

Bengal. 

Exerts: 

Coast ot Malabar* 
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EXTRKNAL 

AND INTERNAL Bombay and Bengal, by importations of salt, which do not enter into our trade reports, 
coTviMERCE, and by various small parcels of corals, jewellery, and precious stones, which arc 
. smuggled here. 

Bengal. *285. The import trade with the coast of Malabar consists, to a large amount, in the 

production's of Europe reshipped to this place for a market. In the produce of China, 
oast 0 a ar. Sumatra ; those belonging to Malabar, are cardamuras, indigo, indigo 

seed, peppet, saiidal wood, timber, and wax. 


Ceylon. 

286. The amount of our commercial intercourse with the island of Ceylon, in the year 
under consideration, was sicca rupees 62,456; which, compared with the value of 
operations in the preceding year, is a delfciency of sicca rupees 2,18,786. 

287. The aggregate value of importations from the island, in the year under consi- 
deration, was sicca rupees 33,170, presenting a comparative deficiency of sicca rupees 
1,86,143 on the amount of the year 1827-28, as per Statement: 


Ceylon. 


Imports. 


1 

! 

Imports: | 

1 

1827 . 2 a 

1828 - 29 . 






Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

VuJue. 

Coir . . inaunds 

1,494 

fii 453 

272 

749 

Chanks 

— 

1 , 45,569 


— 

Cocoa-nuts 


21,821 

i 

6,523 

Cocoa-nut Oil . . . . maundt 

1 2,665 

18,613 

1,023 

6,090 

Pepper . . . , . . — 

1,169 

14,507 

1,524 

18,294 

Sandal Wood . . . . . . — 

i 603 

4,319 

— 

-i- 

Sundries . . 

1 

8,141 

— 

1,514 

Deduct 


2,19,313 


33,170 

. . 

33,170 



Net Decrease 

.. S.Rs. 

1,86,143 




28s. The increase and decrease 'in the value of imported goods are exhibited in the 
following Table : 
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Increase. 

Decrease. 

Coir, maunds 1,222 

aw. 

5.704 

Chanks 


j.45.559 

Cocoa-nuts 


15.298 

Cocoa-nut Oil, maunds 1,642 . . 


ifii 523 

Pepper, maunds 355 

3,787 


Sandal Wood, maunds G 03 


4,219 

Sundries . . . . 

— 

6,627 

S. Rs. 

3.787 

1.89.930 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Ceylon: 

Imports. 


289. The amount of shipments to Ceylon, in the year 1828-29, was sicca rupees Exports. 
29,288, showing a comparative decrease on the value of the previous year of sicca rupees 
32,043, as per following Statement : 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Exports: 

Quantity. 

Value. 

{ Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods . . pieces 

220 

220 

! 25 

200 

Silk ditto . . . . — 

529 

2.971 

1 

— 

Sugar . . . . maunds 

109 

859 

93 

744 

Grain . . . . — 

1.700 

3,000 

4,200 

6,588 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags pieces 

56,100 

2.526 

35,000 

3,361 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine maunds 

41 

386 

i 21 

291 

Country Sundries 

— 

8,302 

1 

2,539 

Madeira Wine . . pipes 

20 

10,900 

— 

— 

Liquor 

— 

936 


9.246 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

— 

10,557 

1 ' 

4,361 

Ditto ditto. Foreign 

— 

4,515 

1 

— 

Iron, Britisli , , maunds 

908 

5,069 

— 


Europe Sundries 

— 

11,688 

— 

1,956 



61,929 

— 

29,286 

Deduct . . 

29,286 



Net Decrease . . 

32,643 




5 B 2 


290. The 



EXTERNAL 
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COMMERCE. 




Exports : 
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7«B THIRD APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT '0»«b 

290 . The changes in the valuation of our exported goods are detailed in the annexed 
account^ viz* 



Increase. 

Decrease. 

Cotton Piece Goods, 195 pieces 


20 

Silk Piece Goods, pieces 529 

— 

a.971 

Sugar, maunds 16 

— 


Grain, maunds 2,500 

3.588 

3.588 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags, decrease in quantity, pieces 21,100 

835 

— 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine, maunds 20 . . ' 

— 

9.5 

Country Sundries 

— 

5.783 

Madeira Wine, pipes 20 

— 

10, goo 

Liquor 

8,310 

— 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

— 

6,196 

Ditto ditto, Foreign 

— 

4,515 

Iron, British, maunds 908 

— 

5,069 

Europe Sundries 

— 

9,732 

S. Rs. 

12.733 

45,376 


291 . The difference between the valuation of imports and exports is sicca rupees 3 , 884 , 
the extraordinary fluctuations in the value of imported goods is attributable to the non- 
receipt of chanks in the year under consideration, which has occasioned the loss of sicca 
rupees 1 , 45 , 5.59 upon the Trade Lists, and also to a considerable reduction in the quantity 
of cocoa-nut oil and cocoa-nuts. 


Coast of Sumatra. 


Coast of Sumatra. 


Imports. 

Exports. 


292 . There was no direct intercourse between Bengal and the ports on the coast of 
Sumatra in the year under consideration. The comparative result may be given as 
under : 

293 . Deficiency on the value of imported goods equal to the amount of receipts in the 
previous year, or sicca rupees 2 , 51 , 121 . 

294 . Deficiency, under the operations noticed in the foregoing paragraph, sicca rupees 
55 , 013 . 

29 . 5 . We may consider the trade betw^een Sumatra and Bengal as now nearly aban- 
doned. 

2 %. The following Statements exhibit, in detail, the value of the goods that were 
imported from, and exported hence to, Sumatra. 
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1827 . 28 . 

1828 * 29 . 

Imports : 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Benjamin .. .. maunds 

98 

2,300 

— 

— 

Pepper .. — 

23,418 

2,10,428 

— 


Sundries 

1 

— 

3,439 



1 


2,16,160 



Treasure . . 

34,961 





2,51,121 




Exports : 

1 

j 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

2,816 

4.651 


— 

Silk Piece Goods . . 

.. — 

1,408 

5,439 

— 

— 

Behar Opium 

chests 

8 

10,880 

— 

— 

Benares ditto 

• • 

5 

6,525 


— 

Malwa ditto 

• ■ 

10 

14»325 

— 

— 

Country Sundries . . 

• • • • 

— 

7,392 

— 


Europe Sundries 

• • • • 


6,401 

— 

— 




55.613 




Maldive Islands. 

/ 597. The amount value of our external trade with the islands of the Maldives^ in the 
year under consideration, was sicca rupees 1,40,645, being a decrease of sicca rupees 
17^555 upon the aggregate of the previous year. 

298. The gross value of importations from the islands was sicca rupees ' 89,374, 
which is a decrease of sicca rupees 11,904 on the amount of the previous year, as per 
Statement : 


EXTERNAL 
and internal 

COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 
Exports : 

Coast of Sumatra. 


Maldive Islands. 


Imports. 



SXVERNAL 
▲K9 INTBRiTAL 
* COMMERCE. 



Imports : 
Afaldire Islands. 
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* 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports : 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coir . . . . mauDds 

Cocoa-nuts 

Cowries . . . . maunds 

Sundries 

Tortoise-shell 

5.990 

1,094 

28,741 

55,607 

4,133 

661 

12,136 

5,856 

895 

16,397 r 
46,796 

3,086 

i,so6 

31,889 



1,01,378 

— 

89,374 

Deduct ... 

89,374 



Net Decrease 


11904 



29 y. The fluctuations that have taken place are as noted below, viz. 





Increase. 

Decrease. 

Coir, maunds 134 • . 

Cocoa-nuts 

Cowries, maunds 199 

Sundries 

Tortoise-shell 

• • • • 

• 0 • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

545 

9»753 

12,344 

8,811 

1,047 



S. Rs. 

10,398 

22,202 

300 . The amount of shipments to the Maidive islands is sicca rupees 51 , 271 « which, 
compared witli the previous year, is a decline of sicca rupees 5,651 on the valuation of 
exportations made in the year 1827 - 28 , as exhibited below, viz* 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Exports ; 

— - — - 



— 


Quantity, 

Value. 

Qiuntity. 

Valu^ 

Cotton Piece Goods . . pieces 

216 

837 

61 

132 

Silk ditto — 

20 

60 

— 


Sugar . . maunds 

267 

8,127 

209 

1,670 

Grain 

33,225 

49>300 

31,700 

48,300 

Tobacco ' . . 


— 

24 

118 

Country Sundries 

— 

4,598 

— 


Europe Sundri^ j 

— 

— 


809 



56,93s 


6 i,« 7 » 

Deduct 

51,371 



Net Decrease 

• • • • 

5,651 
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301. The fluctuations that mark the transactions of the year 1828-29 are given in the 
following Table: 





Increase. 

Decrease. 

Cotton Piece Goods, pieces 155 . . 


. . . . . . 

— 

705 

Silk ditto, ditto so 


. . 

— • 

60 

Sugar maund8 58 


# • • ■ • « 

— 

457 * 

Grain, maunds 1,525 

•• 

s 

. . 

— 

1,000 

Tobacco, maunds 24 


. . . • • . 

“ 118 

■— 

Country Sundries 

•• 

. . . . . . j 

— 

4»354 

Europe Sundries . . 

•• 

. . . • • * 

807 

— 



S.Rs. 

925 

6 , 57 *> 


UXTfiR.NAl. 
AND INTeRMAI. 
COMMFROe. 

( 1*1 

Bengal. 

Imports • 
Maidive Islanils. 


302. The difference between the valuation of importations and exportations is sicca 
rupees 38,103, the former more than the latter; and as the trade with the Maidive 
islands is sustained by vessels belonging to the islands, we cannot account for the dis- 
crepancy but by assuming that the balance is met by shipments of coin or bullion, which 
are not entered in the books of the custom-house. 


Penano and Eastward. 

303. The amount value of our transactions with this portion of the Eastern Archi- Penm and 
pelago, for the year 1828-29, was sicca rupees 48,17,093, being sicca rupees 31,14,214 EasTnard! 
above the aggregate of the previous year. 

304. The value of our imports from the ports and places comprised in this arrange- Import**, 
nient was sicca rupees 16,48,760, comprehending merchandize, sicca rupees 11,55,227, 

and treasure, sicca rupees 4,93,533 : the comparison between the two years embraced in 
this review being a gross increase, in the year 1828-29, of sicca ru^es 1^3,597, 
contained on an improved importation of merchandize to the value of sicca rupees 
7,89,247, and of treasure, sicca rupees 3,24,710; as shown in the following Statement; 
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exteiwal 
AND WTKRNAL 


COMMERCE. 





— 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

(I*) 





Bengal. 





— 

Imports: Imports: 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Penang and East- 





ward. Books . . 

— 

100 

— 

9,000 

Brandy 

— 


— 

8,945 

Bcctlcnuts maunds 

14,683 

38.193 

7,597 

1S.517 

Benjamin — 

— 

— 

945 

4,817 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign . . . . i 

— 

6,564 

— 

6,000 

Copper, Foreign 


— 

3.085 

1,45,608 

ColFec maunds 

— 


815 

9,133 

China Petty Goods 

— 

— 

— 

6,057 

Cutch . . . . . . . . maunds 

6,110 

13.557 

8,343 

21,599 

Long Pepper and Roots . . — 



708 

7,976 

Mace . . . . . . . . — 

41 

5,441 

51 

5,136 

Nutmegs , . . . . . . . — 

147 

14,828 

405 

37,791 

Pepper 2 — 

13,361 

1,13,115 

27.494 

2,52,207 

Rattans 

— 

6,156 

— 

13,934 

Sappan Wood maunds 

2.787 

11,154 

11,699 

44,444 

Sago — 

254 

3,689 

607 

3,595 

Skins and Hides 

— 

— 

— 

6,694 

Segars . . 

— 

472 

— 

11,010 

Sundries 

— 

36,979 

— 

53,041 

Spelter maunds 

1 


9,976 

58,645 

Tin — 

3,997 

11,386 

15,663 

4,00,487 

Tortoise-shell 

— 

— 

— 

7.488 

Wax . . . . . . . . maunds j 

94 

4,916 

379 

17,293 

Wearing Apparel I 

i 

— 

— 

— 

9,580 



3.65,980 


11,55,227 

Treasure 

.. 

1,68,833 

— 

4 , 93,533 



5,34,803 

— • 

1648,760 


Deduct .. .. 5,34,803 

Net Increase . . .. 11,13,957 


Increase Merchandize S. Rs. 7,89,347 

Ditto Treasure 3,a4»7io 


SJRs. 11,13,957 


305 . The increase and decrease on the various articles imported^ during the year under 
consideration, arc given in the following Table : 
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Imports : 

Books 


Brandy 

. . 

Beetlenuts 

maunds 

Benjamin 

.. — 

Broad Cloth and Woollens, Foreign 

• • 

Copper, Foreign 

maunds 

Coffee 

. . 

China Petty Goods . . 

. . 

Cutch 

maunds 

Long Pepper and Roots 

.. — 

Mace . . 

maunds 

Nutmegs 

.. — 

Pepper 

. . — 

Rattans 


Sappan Wood . . 


Sago . . 


Skins and Hides 


Segars 


Sundries 


Spelter 

maunds 

Tin 

. . — 

Tortoise-shell . . 

. . 

Wax 

maunds 

Wearing Apparel 

. . 

Treasure 



306. The aggregate of our exportations in the year 1828-29, is sicca rupees 
31,68,333; comprehending the value of inercliaiulize, sicca rupees 28,66,083, and of 
treasure, sicca rupees 3,02,250; which results, compared with those of the previous 
year, are an increase of sicca rupees 20,30,257 ; divided into merchandize, sicca rupees 
17>28,007, and in treasure, sicca rupees 3,02,250; as exemplified in the annexed 
Schedule : 


external 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE 

(!•) 

Bengal. 

Imports : 
Penang 
and Eastward 


Exports. 



taTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Biqports: 
Penang 
and Eastward. 
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1827-28 


1828 - 29 . 


Exports : 


Cotton Piece Goods . . . . pieces 

Silk . . ditto — 

Indigo . . . . . . maunds 

Grain — 

Debar Opium . . chests 

Benares ditto — 

Saltpetre maunds 

Cotton — 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags . . pieces 
Safflower . . . . . . maunds 

Skins and Hides 

Canvas bolts 

Soap maunds 

Carriages 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine . . maunds 

Tobacco — - 

Country Sundries 


Liquors 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 
Cotton Piece Goods, British . . , . 

Cochineal . . maunds 

Europe Sundries 


Treasure 


v 


Quantity. 

Value, 

Quantity. 

» 

1 , 40,814 

3 , 39,156 

8 , 17,144 

590 

9,899 

954 

9 

888 

7 

79,992 

1 , 98,680 

41,314 

210 

3 , 49,901 

932 

115 

1 , 80,495 

650 

3,839 

17,115 

1,290 

1 , 99,600 

16,408 

97 

9 , 59,385 


— I 

232 

985 

10,941 

665 

125 

1,844 

533 

48 

6 gi 

8 

110 

40 

198 

569 

— 

30,706 



12,119 

— 

— 

1,834 



— 

18,067 

— 


— 

25 


33*944 

— 

. 

11 , 38,076 

— 


11 , 38,076 

-- 


Deduct . . 


Net Increase . . 


Value. 


4 * 22,594 

6,360 

675 

67,679 

1S49.839 

7,87,451 

4,639 

1^091 

15,809 

5.819 

1.819 
4,860 
5,111 
6,650 

868 

8,711 

90,085 

10,993 

1,63,775 

58,896 

10,863 

85453 


98,66,083 

3 , 09,960 


31 , 68,333 


11,38,076 


90,30,957 


Increase Merchandize .. S.Rg. 17,98,007 

Ditto Treasure 3,09,950 


80,30,957 


307 . The fluctuations in the value of the goods exported hence within the year are shown 
in the following Statement : 
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1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 







JCiXFOnTS : 








Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

. . pieces 

76.330 

90,438 



Silk .. ditto 

.• — 

364 

3 » 53 i 



Indigo 

raaunds 

— 

— 

2 

313 

Grain 

• • — 

— 

— 

38,608 

61,001 

Behar Opium 

. . — 

722 

8.99.938 



- 

Benares ditto 

. . — 

535 

6,07,026 



Saltpetre . . 

.. — 

— 

— 

2,549 

12,476 

Cotton 

.. — 

97 

1,091 



Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

. . pieces 

66,785 

— 


LI99 

Safflower . . 

maunds 

232 

6,8i2 




Skins and Hides . . 

• . . • 


1,219 


- - 

Canvas 

. . bolts 

— 

— 

320 

6,081 

Soap 

maunds 

408 

3.867 



- - 

Carriages 

• • • • 

8 

6,6,50 


mmm 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine . . 

maunds 

62 

197 



Tobacco 

, . — 

529 

2,583 



wrnmm 

Country Sundries 

. . 

— 

— 



10,621 

Liquor 

• • 

— 

— 



1,826 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

1,61,941 




Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• • . • 

— 

34 . 7.'59 



Cochineal . . 

maunds 

25 

10,8(53 




Europe Sundries . . 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

8,491 




18,29,915 

__ 

1.01,908 


Treasure 

. . 

3,02,250 

— 

-- 




21.32,165 

— 

1,01,908 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Exports : 
Penang 
and Eastward. 


308 . The comparison betwocMi imports and exports is a valuation of sicca rupees 
15 , 19,573 in favour of the latter, which difference, or balance of trade, is met })rincipally 
by bills of exchaiig-c. 


Java, 

309 . The aggregate value of our intercourse with Java and its dependencies, in the 
year 1828 - 29 , was sicca rupees 3 , 15,21 i; which, compared with the previous year 
1827 -28, is a decrease of sicca rupees 14 , 52 , 488 . 

5 C 2 


Java. 
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EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Imports : 
Java. 


310 . The value of importations, in the year under consideration, was sicca rupees 
1 , 40,915 j containing that of merchandize, sicca rupees 1 , 25 , 117 : and of treasure, sicca 
rupees 15 , 828 . The comparative result being a deficiency of sicca rupees 8 , 51 , 764 ; 
comprised in the value of merchandize, sicca rupees 3 , 81 , 254 ; and of treasure, sicca 
rupees 4 , 70 , 510 , as given in the following Schedule: 




1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brandy 

• • • . 

— 

8,867 


■ 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign 

— 

16,195 



Copper, Foreign . . 

maunds 

6,354 

2 , 53,049 



Camphire . . 

— 

113 

8,961 

— 

— 

Cubebs 

— 

217 

9,204 

— 


Glass-Ware 

• • • • 


6,100 

— 

— 

Gin 

. . 

— 

3.789 

— 

14,259 

Ghee 

maunds 

— 

— 

340 

5,324 

Long Pepper and Roots . . 

— 

2,063 

16,842 

1,032 

6,985 

Mace 

— 

253 

23,117 

24 

2,401 

Nutmegs . . 

— 

219 

18,272 

67 

6,646 

Plated Ware 

• • 

— 

6,100 

i.— 

— 

Pepper 

maunds 

3.y6i 

40,634 

1,512 

13.613 

Rattans 

. . 

— 

7,017 

— 

4,473 

Silver-Ware 

.. 

— 

9,800 


— 

Sundries 

. . 

— 

29,752 

1 

18,733 

Sappan Wood 

maunds 

2,026 

11,103 

— 

— 

Tin 

— 

1,123 

32,537 

1,307 

33.740 

Tortoise-shell 

• • 

— 

— 

— 

12,464 

Velvets, Foreign . . 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

6,480 

Wax 

maunds 

113 

5,032 

5,06,371 


1,25,117 


Treasure • . 

Deduct . . 

Net Decrease . . 

4,86,338 

9.93.709 

1.40,945 

8,51,764 

— 

15,828 

1.40,945 


Decrease Merchandize .. .. 3,81,354 

Ditto Treasure 4»7o,5io 


S. Rs. 8,51,764 
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311. The fluctuations in the value of the g'oods that have been imported are described 
ill the following Statement: 


Imports : 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brandy 

. . 

•— 

— 

— ■ 

8,867 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, 

Foreign 

— 

— 

— 

16,195 

Copper, Foreign . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

6,254 

2 , 53.049 

Camphire 

— 

— 

— 

“3 

8,961 

Cubcbs 

— 

— 

— 

217 

9,204 

Glass-Ware 


— 

— 

— 

6,100 

Gin 

.. 

— 

10,470 

— 

— 

Ghee 

maunds 

340 

5»324 

— 

— 

Long Pepper and Roots • . 

— 

— 

— 

1,031 

9,857 

Mace 

— 

— 

— 

229 

20,716 

Nutmegs 

— 

— 

— 

152 

11,626 

Plated- Ware 

• • • • 

— 

— 


6,100 

Pepper 

maunds 

— 

— 

2,449 

27,021 

Rattans 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

2,544 

Silver-Ware 

.. 

t 

— 

— 

9,8oo 

Sundries . . 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

11,020 

Sappan Wood 

maunds 

— 

— 

2,026 

11,103 

Tin 

— 

184 

1,203 

— 

— 

Tortoise-shell 



12,464 

— 

— 

Velvets, Foreign . . 

.. 

— 

6,480 

— 

— 

Wax 

maunds 

1 

— 

113 

5,032 




36 , 941 

Treasure 

k • . • • 

4,17,195 

4,70,510 


312, The gross amount of our exportations to Java and its depondencio.s, in the year 
under notice, was sicca rupees 1,74,299, being a reduction in the value of goods shipped 


EXTERNAL 
\ND internal' - 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Imports : 

Java. 


Exports. 
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AND INTERNAL jn the pteTious year of sicca rupees 6,00,724 ; as exemplified in the following' State- 

COMMERCB* 

nient 

Bengal* 


Exports: 

Java. 




1 


1 




1827*28. 

1828-29. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

i,6o,oi8 

3.87.834 

17,019 

39,031 

Silk ditto 

— - 

33 

»73 

29 

89 

Shawls 

— 

24 

1,162 

8 

1,284 

Grain 

maunds 

20,480 

33.071 

2,400 

4,025 

Uehar Opium 

chests 

145 

1,80,700 

62 

1.03,715 

Benares Opium . . 

— 

r,o 

<>8,475 

— 


Saltpetre 

maunds 


— 

485 i 

1.939 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

3.58,700 

1 40,967 

1,04,400 

9425 

Safflower 

maunds 

16 

420 

10 

280 

Canvas 

bolts 

835 

11,607 

— 

— 

Skins and Hides . . 


— 

— 

— 

1,399 

Soap 

maunds 

305 

2,943 

200 

1,850 

Country Sundries 

.. 

— 

8,859 

— 

3,479 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

. . 

— 

6,478 

— 

3,731 

Ditto, Foreign 

.. 

— 

20,971 

— 

— 

Europe Sundries 

.. 

— 

11,369 

— 

4,052 




7,75.023 

— 

1,74,299 



1.74,299 









Net Decrease . . 

6,00,784 
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■313. The changes in the value of goods shipped to Java and its dependencies^ which 
marked the operations of the year, are noticed in the following Statement : 


• 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Exports : 






Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

— 

— 

1,4a , 999 

3.48.803 

Silk ditto 

.. — 

— 

— 

4 

84 

Shawls 

• • 

— 

102 

16 

— 

Grain 

maunds 

— 

— 

18,080 

S9.046 

Behar Opium 

chests 

— 

— 

83 

76,985 

Benares ditto 

— 

— 

— 

50 

68,475 

Saltpetre 

maunds 

48 s 

1,939 

— 

— 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

— 

— 

2 , 64,300 

31.542 

Safflower 

maunds 

— 1 

— 

6 

140 

Canvas 

bolts 

— 

— 

825 

11,607 

Skins and Hides 

« • • • 

— 

1,399 


— 

Soap 

maunds 

— 

— 

105 

».093 

Country Sundries . . 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

6,380 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

— 

— 

— 

2.741 

Ditto, Foreign • . 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

20,971 

Europe Sundries . . 


— 

— 

— 

7 . 3>7 



■ 

3.460 

— 

6,04,184 


KXTURNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCK. 



Exports : 
Java. 



EKTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



E]^r{ti : 
Java. 
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314. The difference in the value of goods imported, from goods exported, within the 
year under notict*, is sicca rupees 33,354. 

315. The lieavy deficiency above noticed is to be attributed to the Dutch Colonial 
Regulations, >vhich discourage the employment of British ships or vessels in the trade. 
The falling off of the trade with Java and its dependencies has been gradual ; and we Lave 
commented upon the circumstance in our past Reports. The Statement in the margin^ 
gives the Imports and Exports of Java for the last five years. In adverting to the dis- 
couragement given to the British vessels in Java, we may observe, that a considerable 
part of the shipments to and from Java arc taken to Singcipore for re-shipment or trans- 
shipment there ; the value of which goods goes Into the Trade Statement with Penang and 
Eastwanl, The principal decrease in the Imports occurs on Copper (Japan), sicca rupees 
*2,53,049 ; on Spices, sicca rupees 32,3-12 ; on Pepper, sicca rupees 27,021 ; an<l on 
Treasure, sicca rupees 4,70,510. In Exports it is chiefly in Cotton Piece Goods, British 
and Country, sicca rupees 3,72,515 ; on Opium, sicca rupees 1,45,460 ; in Gunnies, sicca 
rupees 31,542 ; and in Canvas, sicca rupees 11,607. 


Manilla. 

Manilla. 316. The gross amount of our trade with Manilla, in the past year, was sicca rupees 

31,710, \\hirh result, compared with that of the prev ious year, is a decrease of sicca 
rupees l,.sr),}S75. Our intercourse has been confined to Imports within the year under 
review. 

Imports. 317. The valuation of goods received from Manilla, nithin the year under notice, was 

^icca rupees 31,710, whicli, compared with the previous year, is a deficiency of sicca 
rupees 22,325. 'riie amount of importations comprehends the value of Merchandize, 
sicca rupees 6,960, and of Tre»Lsure, sicca rupees 24,750, wliich, compared with the pre- 
vious year, shows the lirst at a reduction of sicca rupees 32,526, and the latter at an 
increase of sicca rupees 10,201, as shewn in the following Statement : 


• 1821r-25 - 
1825-20 . 
1820-27 - 

1827- 28 - 

1828- 29 - 


Imports. 


Exports. 


7,20,294 

9,34,32:1 

15,15,304 

9,92,709 

1,40,945 


0,28,500 
7,47, 6M) 
8.82,194 
7,75,023 
1,74,299 
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1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Imports : 










Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Copper, Foreign . . . . maunds 

518 

21,891 




Cowries — 

1.456 

5.823 

— 

— 

Sappan Wood — 

2,019 

7,794 

3,374 

5,850 

Sugars 

— 

1,590 

— 


Sundries , . . . . . . . • . 

— 

2,388 

1,110 




39,486 


6,960 

Treasure 

.. 

14,549- 

— 

24,750 



54.035 

— 

31,710 

Deduct 

.. 

31*710 



Net Decrease 

22,325 




EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Imports: 

Manilla. 


Decrease Merchandize 32,526 

Deduct Increase Treasure 10,201 


S.Rs. 22,325 


1 

fncrcBse. 

DecreaBe. 

Copper, maunds 518 

_ 

21,891 

Cowries, maunds 1,456 


5,823 

Sappan Wood, increase in quantity, maunds 1,355 

— 

1,944 

Segara 

— 

1,590 

Sundries 

— 

1,278 



32,526 

Treasure 

10,201 

— 

S.Fs. 

10,201 

32,526 


318 . There were no Sliipments to Manilla in the year under consideration; the 
comparative result therefore is a deficiency equal to the amount of Exportations in tlie 
year 1827-28, which is sicca rupees 1 , 63 , 549 , as shown in the following Statement : 


5 D 



BXtERNAL 
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COMMERCE. 



ExporU: 

Manilla. 


Pcgue. 


Imports. 
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1827-28. 

1628-9. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

1 Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods . . 

pieces 

45»121 

».07.9>7 

— 

— ' 

Silk ditto 

.. — 

174 

i»349 

— 

— 

Benares Opium . . « , ’ 

chests 

i 8 

31.865 

— 

— 

Canvas 

.. bolts 

100 

1,800 

— 

— 

Country Sundries 

• • • • 


483 

— 

— 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• • • • 

— - 

9,544 

— 


Copper, Foreign 

maunds 


5,487 

— 

— 

Europe Sundries . . 

• • • • 

— 

5,104 j 

— 

— 




1 . 63.549 

— 

-- 


319. Tlie trade with Manilla may be considered as approaching to its suspension. 


Pegue. 

320. The aggregate of the trade with the Burman Territories, in the year under con- 
sideration, was sicca rupees 31,60,453 ; which, contrasted with the amount value of tlie 
operations of the previous year, is a decline of sicca rupees 3,03,844. 

321. The amount value of Importations of the trade, in the year 1828-29, was sicca 
rupees 22,25,291; comprehending that of Merchandize sicca rupees 3,97,146; and of 
Treasure, sicca rupees 18,28,145; the comparative difference between this and the year 
1827-28 being a deficiency of sicca rupees 2,40,854, comprise in a decrease on the' value 
of treasure, sicca rupees 2,96,107 ; and an increase in Merchandize, sicca rupees 46,253, 
as follows : 
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1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports : 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

ArsOnic . . • • 

. • ' ■ • • • 

— 

14,391 

— 

7,364 

Copper, British .. 

maunds 


— 

92 

3,858 

Copper, Foreign . . 

— 

453 

14,957 

292 

11,843 

Cutcli 

— 

1,393 

3 , 23 ® 

903 

3,518 

Elephants* Teeth 

— 

40 

3,706 

79 

7,227 

Indigo 

— 

13 

1,205 

3 

289 

Masts and Spars 

. . pieces 

87 

5,568 

15 

600 

Mctd Bells 


— 

6,746 

— 

— 

Sappan Wood 

. • maunds 

987 

3,835 

8,196 

19,756 

Sundries • . 

• • • • • • 

— 

29,329 

— 

13,237 

Stick Lac • . 

. . maunds 

1,182 

15,784 

214 

2,254 

Timber and Planks 

• 0 00 « s 


9,49,638 

— 

3,27,200 

Wax 

maunds 


4,102 

— 

— 




3,50,893 

— 

3,97,146 


Treasure 

• 0 • • 

21,24,253 

— 

18,38,145 


Deduct 


94,75,145 

— 

22,35,391 


■ • • • 

32,35,391 




Net Decrease 

0 0 • • 

2,49,854 
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Decrease Treasure 3,96,107 

Deduct Increase Merchandize 4^1253 


S. Rs. 3,49,854 
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322. The details of the Increase and Decrease in the value of our receipts are noted in 
the annexed Statement ; viz. 




INCREASE. 

DECK 

EASE. 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Arsenic 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

7,027 

Copper, British .. 

maunds 

92 

3.858 

— 

— 

Copper, Foreign 

.. — 

— 

— 

161 

2,514 

Cutch 

.. — 

— 

386 

389 

— 

Elephants’ Teeth 

.. — 

39 

3,521 

— 

— 

Indigo •• 

.. — 

— 

— 

9 

916 

Masts and Spars 

pieces 

— 

— 

72 

4,968 

Metal Bells 

• • • • 

— 

— 

j — 

5,746 

Sappan Wood . . . , 

maunds 

7»229 

15,921 

— 

-- 

Sundries 

• • • • 


1 


16,09a 

Stick Lac 

maunds 

— 


968 

13,530 

Timber and Planks 

• • • • 

— 

77,562 

— 

— 

Wax 

maunds 

— 

— 

91 

4,102 




1,01,148 

— 

54,895 


Treasure 

• • • • 

— 

— 

2,96,107 


Exports : 323. The aggre^te of our Shipments in the year under review amounted in value to 

sicca rupees 9,35,162, giving a decrease of sicca rupees 53,990 on the comparison with 
the year 1827-28, as illustrated in the following Schedule : 
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1827.28. 

1828.29. 

Exports ; 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

13>335 

28,443 

18,623 

36,076 

Silk ditto 

m • 

3,7»6 

»9.297 

1.559 

8,451 

Shawls 

• • 

1 

250 

3 

165 

Indigo 

maunds 

8 

793 

— 

— 

Sugar 

— 

723 

5.894 

597 

4,773 

Grain 

— 

1,80,201 

2,78,687 

33.802 

53,728 

Bengal Rum 

gallons 

3»0H 

3.579 

— 

— 

Behar Opium 

chests 

1 

1,230. 

4 

4,830 

Benares ditto 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4,450 

Saltpetre .. 

maunds 

27 

121 

37 

149 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

— 

— 

20,300 

1,487 

Skins and Hides 

. . • • 

— 

406 

— 

— 

Safflower . . • . 

maunds 

— 

— 

30 

760 

Ginger 


35 

105 

— 


Wearing Apparel 


— 

11,984 


10,947 

Salt Provisions . • 

• • • • 

— 

3.094 


10,970 

Canvas 

. . bolts 

58 

1.198 



Soap 

maunds 

65 

652 

89 

886 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine 

— 

132 

1.496 

26 

278 

Carpets and Blankets 

pieces 

153 

350 

265 

463 

Tobacco 

maunds 

379 

868 

436 

1,831 

Country Sundries 

. . 

— 

23.421 

— 

19,641 

Liquor 

• • • • 

— 

17,011 


1 30,891 

Copper, British . . 

maunds 

202 

9.831 

14 

576 

Broad Cloth and Woollens, British 

— 

42,943 

— 

1 72,078 

Cotton Piece Goods, Ditto 

. . 

! 

4,69,112 

— 

• 4,84,611 

Silk ditto 


— 

3,837 

— 

1,09,882 

Cotton ditto, Foreign . . 

■ • 9 m 

— 

4,262 

— 

14,615 

Glass-ware 

• • • • 

— 

1,873 

— 

8,356 

Europe Sundries « . 

9 9 9 9 

— 

58,415 

— 

54,268 




9.89,152 

— 

9,35,162 


Deduct 

• • • • 

9,35.162 



Net Decrease 

• • • ■ 

63,990 
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324 . The flu6tuations which occasion the decline in the value of our Exportations^ in 
the year under consideration, are shown in the annexed Table ; viz . — 


. 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Exports : 








Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value* 

Cotton Piece Goods • . 

•• pieces 

5.«88 

7.633 


* 

Silk ditto 



— 

3.157 

10,846 

Shawls 

.. — 

2 

— 

— 

85 

Indigo 

maunds 

— 

— 

8 

793 

Sugar 

.. — 

— 

— 

136 

1,131 

Grain 

.. — 

— 

— 

1,46,399 

*,24.959 

Bengal Rum . . • • 

• . gallons 

— 

— 

3,014 

3.579 

Behar Opium 

.. chests 

3 

3 i 6 oo 


— 

Benares ditto 

. . — 

3 

4,460 

— 

— 

Saltpetre 

maunds 

10 

28 

— 

— 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

. • pieces 

20,300 

1,487 

— 

— 

Skins and Hides . • 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

406 

Safflower . . . . • . 

maunds 

30 

760 

— 

— 

Ginger 

. . — 

— 

— 

35 

105 

Wearing Apparel 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

1,037 

Salt Provisions • « 

• • • • 

— 

7,876 

— 

— 

Canvas 

. . bolts 


— 

58 

1.198 

Soap 

maunds 

24 

234 

— 

— 

Hemp, Flax and Twine 

. • — 


— 

106. 

1,218 

Carpets and Blankets • . 

.. pieces 

112 

113 

— 

— 

Tobacco 

maunds 

57 

963 

— 


Country Sundries 

• • • • 


— 

— 

3.780 

Liquor 

a • • • 

— 

13.880 

— 

— 

Copper, British . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

188 

9>255 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

29.>35 

— 

— 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• • • • 


15.499 

— 

— 

Silk .. ditto .. ditto 

• • • • 


1.06,045 

— 

' 

Cotton . ditto .. Foreign 

• • • • 

— 

10,353 

— 

— 

Glassware 

« • • • 


6483 

— 

— 

Europe Sundries 

to • • 


— 

— 

4,147 




3 . 08,639 

— 

9,63,589 
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325. Imports, compared with the Exports of the year, present a difference of sicca 
rupees 12,90,129, the former in excess of the latter ; the value of Bullion or Treasure, 
imported from the Burman provinces on account of the Government, amount to sicca 
rupees 14,87>570, which, havings as usual entered into the Trade Reports, serves to create 
the balance against Exports, which would otherwise preponderate ; this private commer- 
cial difference is adjusted by Government and private bills on Bengal and Madras. 
Without reckoning on Government Commissariat supplies, this trade with the Burman 
territories may be valued at sicca rupees 8,00,000 Exports per annum, and Imports, 
sicca rupees 5,00,000 ; together, sicca rupees 13,00,000. It is principally in the hands 
of Armenian, Greek, Arab and Mogul speculators. 


Arabian and Pkrsian Gulfs. 

326. The total amount of our Trade with Arabian and Persian, in the year 1828-29 
was sicca rupees 25,77,208 ; which, comt)ared with the aggregate value of the previous 
year, is a decrease of sicca rupees 18,04,274. 

327 . Tlie amount value of gooils imported into Bengal, from the place under present 
notice, was sicca rupees 7,78,281 ; this, contrasted with the result of the previous year, is 
a deficiency of sicca rupees 13,48,767. The amount of Merchandize imported is sicca 
rupees 4,93,981, and of Treasure, sicca rupees 2,84,300 ; the comparative difference 
being a decline of sicca rupees 7,72,826 in the value of the former, and sicca rupees 
5 , 75,941 of the latter, as presented in the following Statement : 





1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds .. 


maunds 

4,244 

28,302 

3.640 

26,694 

Aloes 


— 

181 

2,441 

430 

6,469 

Assafoctida 


— 

139 

1,111 

311 

2,693 

Brimstone 


— 

i 3 fOo 6 

31,210 

5,251 

9,636 

Copper, Foreign 



12,309 

475,643 

591 

29,251 

Coir 


— 

7,876 

24,443 

— 

— 

Corals 


• • • • 

— 

91.566 

— 

8,228 

Corals, False • • 




42,539 

— 

17,348 

Coffee 


maunds 

4,596 

98,460 

2,829 

68,38a 

Cocoa-nut Oil . . 


— 

1,722 

14,874 

46 

321 

Ditto Kernel 


— 

1,652 

8,112 

2,518 

6,955 

Cowries . . 


— 

12,946 

i 9 > 5 i 6 

18 , 736 

25,942 


(continued.) 
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1827 - 28 . 

1888 - 2 &. 

Imports — continued. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Twist 

maunds 

196 

9,103 



Cotton • . 

• • 

835 

* 9,067 

371 

3,814 

Dates 

■ • 

13,163 

35,741 

80,336 

47,375 

Gall Nuts 


1,813 

35,877 

635 

10,405 

Gums 

.. — 

7,357 

62,146 

5,006 

47,951 

Lamita . . 

. . 

— 

44,416 

— 

24,499 

Piece Goods, Cotton, British . . 

— 

34,785 

— 

5,457 

Ditto ditto 

Foreign .. 

— 

2,259 

— 

3,421 

Ditto Silk 

ditto . • • • 

— 

3,513 

— 

537 

Pepper . . 

• • maunds 

*,546 

30,530 

1,039 

12,457 

Pearls, Diamonds, and Emeralds 

— • , 

36,438 

— 

26,400 

Raisins • . 

• • • « • • 

— 

5,788 

— 

6,462 

Sandal Wood 

. . maunds 

1,409 

14,738 

12 

171 

Sherauz Wine • . 

• • • • • • 


1,561 


9,178 

Sundries . . . • 

• • t « • « 

— 

1,11,831 

— 

76,525 

Senna Leaf 

. . maunds 

114 

797 

1,090 

6,479 

Salt* .. 

.. — 

— 

— 

1,719 

6,156 

Vermilion 

• 0 • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

5,975 




12,66,807 

1 

4,93,981 


Treasure . . 

8,60,241 

— 

2,84,300 




31,37,048 


7,78,281 


Deduct • • 

7,78,281 




Net Decrease • • 

13,48,767 




Decrease Merchandize 7)72,826 

Ditto Treasure 5775)941 




S.R». 1348,767 


328. The Increase and Decrease on the several .Articles forming the Import Trade 
nith Arabia and Persia, in the year under notice, are detailed in the annexed Table ; 
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INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds 

maunds 


- 

640 

1,608 

Aloes 

.. — 

249 

4,028 

— 



Assafcctida 

. . — 

172 

1,582 

— 


Brimstone 

. . — 

— 

— 

7,756 

21,574 

Copper, Foreign 

.. — 

— 

— 

11,718 

4,46,392 

Coir 

. . — 

— 

— 

7,876 

24,443 

Corals .. 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

83,338 

Corals, False 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

25,291 

Coffee 

maunds 

— 

— 

1,767 

30,078 

Cocoa-nut Oil . . 

, . — 

— 

— 

1,676 

14,563 

Cocoa-nut Kernel . . 

. . — 

866 

— 


1,157 

Cowries . . 

. . — 

6,789 

6,426 



Cotton Twist . • 

. . — 



— 

196 

9,103 

Cotton . . 

.. — 

— 

— 

454 

5,253 

Dates 

. . — 

8,164 

11,634 

— 


Gall Nuts 

. . — 

— 


1,188 

« 6»472 

Gums . . 

. . — 

— 

— 

3,351 

14,195 

Lamita . . 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

19,917 

Piece Goods, Cotton, British 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

29,328 

Ditto, ditto, Fortiign 

. . 

— 

1,162 




Piece Goods, Silk. Foreign 


— 

__ 



2,976 

Pepper . . 

maunds 

— 



1,506 

18,073 

Pearls, Diamonds, and Emeralds 

— 


___ 

38 

Raisins . . 

• • > • 

— 

674 



Sandal Wood 

maunds 

— 


L 397 

14,567 

Sherauz Wine . . 

• • • • 

— 

7,617 



Sundries 

• • • • 

— 



35,306 

Senna Leaf 

maunds 


5,682 


... 

Salt 

.. — 

1,719 

5,156 

— 

i— . 

Vermilion 



5,975 

49>836 


8,22,662 


Treasure 

* * • ’ * 

— 

— 

5,75,941 


329. The total amount of our Shipments to Arabia and Persia, in the year under 
report, was sicca rupees 17,98,927; exhibiting a decline of sicca rupees 4,55,507 on the 
result of the previous or year 1827-28, as per follq^ing Statement : 
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Arabian and 
Peraian Onlft : 
Exports. 




1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Exports : 


_ — 



- - 

- 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

.. pieces 

. . 2,05,033 

iW*,650 

1.60,095 

4,23.107 

Silk ditto 

. , — 

44.777 

1.87.559 

33.499 

1,30,217 

Embroidered ditto 

.. — 

— 

— 

613 

6.288 

Shawls 

. . — 

96 

8,268 

— 

— 

Indigo 

maunds 

4,642 

4,64,197 

3,062 

3,06,285 

Sugar 

, . — 

24,134 

1,93,351 1 

57.477 

4,61,207 

Silk 

. . — 

43 

2,800 

1 

297 

Grain 

. . — 

2.58,946 

3.97.167 

1,56,600 

2,47,076 

Shell Lac . . 

.. — 

— 

— 

96 

1,196 

Stick Lac . . 

.. — 

».754 

23,794 

1,414 

10,994 

Turmeric . , 

. — 

294 

759 

y 


Ginger 

. . — 

603 

1,809 

891 

2,660 

Sal ammoniac 

.. — 

236 

3.762 

631 

10,177 

Canvas 

. . bolts 

— 

— 

12 

120 

Soap 

maunds 

— 

— 

3.5 

363 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine . . 

.. — 

39 

312 

49 

477 

Carpets and Blankets 

.. pieces 

27 

263 

202 

653 

Tobacco 

maunds 

101 

301 

186 

980 

Country Sundries 

• • • • 

— 

13,462 

— 

9,006 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

17.586 

— 

6,806 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• . • • 

— 

3.29.890 

— 

1 1,35.324 

Iron, British 

maunds 

91 

464 

4,440 

1 16,966 

Medicine . . 



9.283 

! - 

1 126 

Europe Sundries 

.. 

— 

45,744 

1 

29,602 




22,53,421 

't 

1 17,98,927 


Treasure 

.. 

1,013 

j “■ 

1 




22,54,434 

— 

: 

! 17,98,927 


Deduct 

.. 

17.98,927 




Net Decrease 

4.55.507 

1 

1 

1 



Decrease Merchandize 
Ditto Treasure . . 


4 » 54)494 

i»oi3 


S.Rb. 4»55»507 
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330. Ttie fluctuations of the trade are exhibited in the following Schedule ; 


Exports : 


INCn^ASE. 

DECREASE. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

.. pieces 

- „ 


44.928 

1,29,543 

Silk ditto 

. . — 

— 

— 

11.278 

67.342 

Embroidered ditto 

. . — 

6i3 

5.288 

— 

— 

Shawls 

. . — 

— 

— 

96 

8,268 

Indigo 

mounds 

— 

— 

1.580 

1,57.912 

Sugar 

.. — 

33,343 

2,67,856 

— 

— 

Silk 

.. — 

— 


42 

a. 503 

Grain 

.. — 

— 


2,346 

1,50,091 

Shell Lac 

. . — 

96 

1,196 

— 

— 

Stick Lac . . ... . 

.. — 

— 

— 

340 

12,800 

Turmeric . . 

— 

— 

— 

294 

759 

Ginger 

. . — 

288 

851 

— 

— 

Sal ammoniac 

. . — 

:}95 

6,415 

— 

— 

Canvas 

. . bolts 

12 

120 

— 


Soap 

maunds 

35 

365 

— . 

— 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine . . 

— 

10 

165 



Carpets and Blankets 

. . pieces 

175 

390 



Tobacco 

maunds 

85 

679 



Country Sundries 

. . 

— 




4,456 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

... 



10,780 

Cotton Piece Goods, ditto 

■ . . • 

1 


- - 

1.94,566 

Iron, British 

maunds 

4,349 

16,502 



Medicine . . 

. . • . 

— - 

— 



9.157 

Europe Sundries . . 

• • * * 

! 

r 

t 

2,99.825 


16,142 

7,54,319 


Treasure 

1 

•• i. 

— 

— 

1,013 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Arabian and 
Persian Gulfs : 
Exports. 


331. The comparative difference between the value of Importations and Exportations 
is sicca rupees 10/20,(346, which balance is principally provided upon Bombay credits, 
and is also partly met by the value of the gold and silver coins, pearls and precious 
stones, which, from being free and of smaller compass, arc passed into town without 
entry at the Custom-house. 

332. This trade has of late years considerably declined : the articles amongst Imports 
upon which the greatest fluctuations were experienced, in the year under notice, are 
Copper, whicli is opposed by the ample receipts from Europe ; and Coffee, the 
demand for which, in this market, for re-exportati(fti, is not now so active as formerly. 

5 E 2 



EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE, 

Bengal. 

Arabian and 
Persian Gulfs : 
Exports. 


China : 


Imports. » 
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Amongst Exports the principal changes are in the value of Cotton Piece Goods, owing 
to the markets of Arabia and Persia being more immediately supplied from Bombay ; 
Indigo, from high prices having reduced the consumption ; and of Grain, from the Coast 
of Malabar providing partially for^o demand. 

333. Some articles, the produce of Malabar, from errors in the entry at the Custom- 
house, become mixed up with the Imports from Arabia and Persia. 


China. 

334. The aggregate value of our commerce with China, in the year 1828-29, was sicca 
rupees 1,28,13,704, which, compared with the amount of the preceding year, gives a 
decrease of sicca rupees 1,05,47,108. 

335. The total amount of our receipts from China is represented at sicca rupees 
30,43,828, comprehending the value of Merchandize at sicca rupees 10,03,521, and of 
Treasure, sicca rupees 13,80,307. The comparative difference with the year 1827-28 
being a deficiency in the year under consideration of sicca rupees 55,44,867, contained in 
llie value of Merchandize, sicca rupees 50,37,720, as illustrated in the following Exhibit : 

. # 










1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Alum . , 

maunds 

»7>847 

68,579 

13,749 

50,092 

Arsenic 

. 

— 

743 

— 

8,529 

Beads 

• . . 

— 

36,993 

— 

54,274 

Brass Leaf . . 

• 

— 

— 

— 

15,431 

Copper, Foreign 

maunds 

19,700 

7,09,404 

9,414 

3,51,142 

China-ware . . 

. • . 

— 

19,986 

— 

16,883 

China-paper , . 

maunds 

— 

29,178 

— 

30,958 

Camphirc 

. — 

1,221 

58,746 

1,314 

59,349 

Cassia 

. — 

1,394 

35,917 

2,543 

57,597 

Cutch 

. — 

5,551 

13,271 

3,792 

8,012 

Cloves . . • • 

. — 

139 

9,720 

■— 

— 

Cotton Mule Twist, British 


j — 

— 

395 1 

34.583 

Fans 


1 — 

6,347 

— 

2,022 

Fire-works . . 

1 

1 

6,366 

— 

7,838 

Glass-ware . . 

• 

— 

7,685 

— 

— 

G in • • . a • . 

1 

— 

11,732 

— 

2,780 

Ivory-ware . . 


— 

9,187 

— 

— 

Iron Pans . . 

. .. ! 

— 

12,873 

— 1 

— 

Jewellery 


— 

5,397 

— 1 

— 

Kettisols 


— 

11,183 

— 

14.271 

Lead, Foreign 

maunds 

— 

— 

838 

5,55a 


(continued.) 
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Deduct 
Net Decrease 


3 0,43,828 

55,44,867 




1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Imports— confinued. 

Quantity. 

t^ue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lead, Red . . 


___ 

1,980 

- j 


Lead, White 

. . 


335 

— 

— 

Lacquered-ware 

. . 

— 

6,453 

— 

3.087 

Long Pepper and Roots 

maunds 

28 

199 

594 

7.484 

Marble Slabs 

. . 

— 

7,040 

— 

5.609 

Mace 

maunds 

16 

1,470 

80 

7.991 

Nankeens . . 

. pieces 

29,100 

37,368 

28,038 

30,444 

Nutmegs 

maunds 

— 

— 

233 

15.382 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 

— 

6,265 

— 

L134 

Ditto . . Silk Ditto 


— 

1,36,847 

— 

61,210 

Pepper 

maunds 

n»3<37 

1.03,877 

9,571 

87,916 

Pearls, False 

• • • • 

— 

8,179 


7,808 

Rattans 



25.599 


16,033 

Sugar-Candy 

. . 

— 

35,792 

— 

18,270 

Sappan Wood 

maunds 

5.580 

19,98a 

5,506 

23,140 

Sundries 

. 

— 

1,10,640 


80,911 

Spelter 

maunds 

269 

1,880 

1,655 

10,623 

Seeds 

. — 

— 

— 

424 

6,336 

Trunks and Boxes . . 

. 

— 

13,459 

— 

12,06a 

Tin . . 

maunds 

6,032 

1,68,897 

11,904 

3,00,775 

Tea 

chests 

6,799 

2,31,020 

i,729i 

1,21,984 

Vermilion 

. . 

— 

1,76,341 


1,19,523 

Wax 

maunds 

760 

33,759 

149 

6,486 




21,70,668 

— 

16,63,521 


Treasure . . 

64,18,027 

— 

13,80,307 




85,88,695 

— 

30,43,828 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(10 

Bengal. 

China : 
Imports. 


Decrease Merchandize 5,07,147 

Ditto Treasure 50,37,720 


S. Rs. 55,44,867 


336. The Table that follows show the Goods on which the Increase and Decrease 
have occurred ; 
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KKTKaNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



China e 
Imports. 



' 

INCREASE. 

BBCREASEja 

^ Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Alum 

maunds 



4,098 

18,487 

Arsenic 

• • • 0 

— 

7,786 


— 

Beads 

• • * • 

— 

17,281 

— 


Brass Leaf 


— 

I5»43i 

— 

— 

Copper, Foreign . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

10,286 

3.58,262 

China-Ware 

T » * * 

— 

— 

— 

3.103 

China Paper 

. . 

— 

1,780 

— 


Camphire 

maunds 

93 

603 

— 

— 

Cassia . . . . 

— 

>»>49 

21,680 

— 

— 

Cutch 

— 


— 

>.769 

5.259 

Cloves 

— 


— 

139 

9,720 

Cotton Mule Twist, British 

— 

395 

34,583 


— ■ 

Fans 

• a 0 0 


— 

— 

4.335 

Fire-works 

. . 


»»483 

— 


Glass-ware 


— 

aai. 

— 

7.685 

Gin « « 



— 

— 

8,952 

Ivory-ware 

.. 

— 

.... 

— 

9,187 

Iron Pans 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

12,873 

Jewellery 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

5,397 

KIttisols 

• • • • 

— 

3,088 

— 

— 

Lead, Foreign 

maunds 

838 

5,552 

— 

— 

Lead, Red 

• • • • 

.I.. 

— 

— 

1,980 

Lead, White 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

335 

Lacquered-ware . . 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

3.366 

Long Pepper and Roots . . 
Marble Slabs 

maunds 

566 

7,285 

! — 

— 

• • • • 

— 

6,521 

— 

1.431 

Mace 

maunds 

64 

— 

— 

Nankeens 

pieces 



1,062 

. 6,924 

Nutmegs . . 

maunds 

233 

15.382 

— 

— 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 

• a • • 


— 

— 

5.121 

Piece Goods, Silk, Ditto 

• • • a 

— 

— 

j — 

75.637 

Pepper 

maunds 

— 

— 

1.798 

15,961 

Pearls, False 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 


Rattans 

a a ' 

1 

— 

— 

9.566 

Sugar-Candy 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

17.522 

Sappan Woods . . 

maunds 


.3*158 

74 

— 

Sundries . . 

- a a a 

— 

1 

— 

29.729 

Spelter 

maunds i 

1,386 

8,743 

— 

— 

Seeds 

! 

424 

6,336 

— 

— 

Trunks and Boxes 

1 

a a a . 1 

— 

— 

— 

1,397 

Tin 

maunds 

5,872 

1.31,878 

— 

— 

Tea 

chests I 

1 

— 

5.069J 

99.036 

Vermilion 

a . a a ’ 

— 

— 

— 

56,818 

Wax 

maunds j 


2,88,670 

611 

27,273 

7.95, 7>7 


Treasure 



50,37.720 
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337 , The gross amount of our Shipments to Ghina^ in the year 1828- 29^ has been 
sicca rupees 97,69^876^ presenting a comparative decrease of skca rupees 50^02^241^ 
comprised in the value of Merchandize^ sicca rupees 49,20,466, and of Treasure, from the 
absence of Exportation in the year 1828-29, sicca rupees 81,775, as shown in the follow- 
ing Statement: 


Exports : 


Bags 


Cotton Piece Goods 
Silk . . ditto 
Shawls . . 

Indigo . . 

Sugar . . 

Grain . . 

Bengal Rum 
Bchar Opium 
Benares ditto 
Malwa ditto 
Saltpetre 
Cotton . . 

Safflower 

Gunnies and Gunny 
Soap 
Putchuck 
Canvas . . 

Country Sundries 
Copper, British 
Broad Cloth and Woollen 
Sandal Wood 
Cotton Piece Goods, 
Cochineal 
Corals . . 

Cotton, Foreign 
Iron, British 
Cotton Twist, British 
Flannel and Blankets 
Europe Sundries 


Briti 


I, Britis] 
tish . 


pieces 

tnaunds 


gallons 

chests 


maunds 


pieces 

maunds 

bolts 


maunds 
ih .. 
maunds 


maunds 

maunds 


1827 - 28 . 


Quantity. 

Value. 

56,912 

*.42.593 

315 

2,809 

17 

*.777 

97 

9.726 

21 

166 

23,369 

43,579 

1,058 

*.058 

5,449 

85,06,265 

1,817 

27.20,510 

25 

35.700 

17.496 

77, *60 

197.590 

29,81,340 

14 

348 

84,075 

5,428 

91 

880 

1.385 

17,862 

268 

2,880 

— 

19,737 

122 

5,040 

1,906 

20,469 

— 

28,932 

— 

*0,918 

1.514 

6,340 


48,465 


1828 - 29 . 


Quantity. 

Value. 

75,424 

1,89,812 

274 

*,947 

35 

389 

2,850 

4.075 

3,8*9 

53,40,962 

*,084 

*5,97,289 

3.870 

*5,803 

185,029 

23,92,276 

*43,950 

*0,764 

64 

- 625 

1,886 

22,44* 

— 

12,189 

— 

1,29,692 

900 

10,004 

1 

37,567 

11 1 

5,744 

1,004 

11,748 

682 

9,170 

85 

8,550 

— 

27,000 

— 

18,829 


Treasure 

Deduct 

Net Decrease .. 


1,46,90,342 

6J.775 


1,47.72,117 

97,69,^76 

50,02,241 


97,69,876 


97,69,876 


Decrease Merchandize 
Ditto Treasure 


49,20,466 

81,775 


EXTERNAL 
AND internal 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 


China : 
Exports. 


S.Rs. 50,02,241 
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EXTERNAL 

AND INTERNAL 333, The fluctuations presented in the foregoing Statement 

COMMERCE. given in the annexed Schedule : 

are more 

particularly 

Bengal. 





- - - 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

China : 





Exports. 





Exports : 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods . . pieces 

18,512 

46,859 

— 

— 

Silk . . ditto — 

— 

— 

41 

862 

Shawls . . . . . . . . — 

— 

— 

17 

1,777 

Indigo . . . . . . maunds 

— 

— 

97 

9,726 

Sugar . . . . . . — 

14 

223 

— 


Grain . . . . . . . . — 

— 

— 

20,519 

39*504 

Bengal Hum . . . . gallons 

— 

— 

1,058 

1,058 

Behar Opium , . . . . • chests 

— 

— 

1,680 

31,65,303 

Benares ditto . . . • • • — 

— 

— 

733 

11,93*221 

Malwa ditto . . • • • • — 

— 

— 

25 

35,700 

Saltpetre maunds 

— 

— 

13,626 

61,357 

Cotton , . . . . . . . — 

— 

— 

13,561 

5,89,064 

Safflower . . . . « . . . — 

— 


14 

348 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags. . pieces 

58,875 

5,336 

— 


Soap . . • • • • — 

— 

— 

27 

255 

Putchuck . . . . . . • • — 

501 

4»579 



Canvas . . • • • • bolts 

— 

— 

268 

2,880 

Country Sundries . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

• 7,548 

Copper, British maunds 

— 

— 

122 

5,040 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

1,29,692 

— 


Sandal Wood . . . . maunds 

— 

— 

1,006 

10,465 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

— 

8,63.5 

— 

— 

Cochineal . . maunds 

11 

5»744 

— 

— 

Corals 

— 

— 

— 

10,918 

Cotton, Foreign . . . . maunds 

1,004 

11,748 

— 

— 

Iron, British . . . . . • — 

— 

— 

832 

4,170 

Cotton Twist, British . . . . — 

85 

8,550 

— 


Flannel and Blankets 

— 

27,000 

— 


Europe Sundries . . 

— 

— 

— 

39,636 



8,48,366 

•— 

51,68,833 

Treasure 

. . • . 

— 

— 

•81,775 


1539. 'Fhc importation of the ytw, compared with Exportations, present a deficiency in 
the value of the former of sicca rupees 67,5^6,048 ; which diff'ercnce is met by bills of the 
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supracargfoes on the Government^ and also of those of private establishments in China on 
their correspondents here. The value of bills of the supracargoes in China on this 
Government, for the year under consideration, amount to sicca rupees 42,41,809. 

340. The serious deficiencies in the value of the importations from China attach to 
articles which clearly indicate the depressed state, if not the decline, of the China trade. 
The deficiency in the importation of Treasure is sicca rupees 50,37,7*20. We last year 
noticed the progressive fall in the consumption of tea ; the decreased value of the present 
year is sicca rupees 99,036. Much of the importation included in the Report of this 
trade does not belong to it ; moreover, the produce of the Straits and Eastprn Islands 
enters largely into the importations from China, from careless entries at the Custom- 
house. 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(I-) 

Bengal. 

China : 
Exports. 


341. The Export Trade of China may be said to be vested in the two products of Cot- 
ton and Opium, in tlui shipments of both of which there wus a considerahlc decrease ; 
the former was less than the export of the year 1827-28 by maiinds 12,561, value sicca 
rupees 5,89,064; and the latter by 2,438 chests, sicca rupees 43,94,221. 

342. Of the Cotton exported to China, in the season 1828-29, maiinds 1,67,523, value 
sicca rupees 22,45,429, were of the Honourable Company’s investments ; which, com- 
pared with the previous year, is a deficiency of inaunds 26,548, value sicca rupees 
7,06,583. Hie sliipnient of Cotton from hence on private account now scarcely claims 
attention. 

343. Amongst the imports from China will be found 395 maunds of Cotton Twist, 
value sicca rupees 34,583, which was part of a direct consignment to China from England ; 
but which, not answering, was sent here for sale. In the Exports, again, appears the 
shipment of a large quantity of Woollens to China, value sicca rupees 1,29,692, which 
must have been declared for exportation to the Straits, and afterwards carried into China : 
it is well known. 


New South Wai^s. 

344. The total amount of our trade with this colony, in the year 182S-29, was sicca New Soutii Wales, 
rupees 1,01,673, which is a decrease of sicca rupees 3,30,(K)7, compared with the year 

immediately preceding. 

345. The aggregate of Importations was sicca rupees 25,088 ; showing a comparative Imports, 
difference of sicca rupees 2,69,462 less than the value of the previous year, compre- 
hended ill a decrease in the value of Merchandize, sicca rupees 2,O0,.379, and of Trea- 
sure, from there having been no receipt of the article in the year under consideration, of 

sicca rupees 69,083, as per following Statement 


5P 
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EXTERNAL 

AND INTERNAL 





COMMERCE. 

1887-2a 

18884». 

„v^*J , Imports. 





Bengal. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

New South Wales : 





Imports. Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign 

— 

30,438 

— 

— 

Copper, Foreign .. maunds 

3>3g9 

83.643 

33 

1,318 

Coals 

— 

781 

— 

2,183 

Cotton Yarn, Foreign . . maunds 

25 

2,504 

— 

— 

Cubebs — 

109 

4.978 

— 

— 

Gin 

— 

6,603 

— 

150 

Iron, Foreign . « • • maunds 

— 

— 

930 

5456 

Lead, British 

— 

— 

1,910 

13, 608 - 

Long Pepper and Roots . . — 

1,189 

7,529 

— 

— 

Millinery . • . . • • . • • • 

— 

8,960 


— 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign . . 

— 

8.533 

— 

— 

Rattans 

— • 

7.474 


— 

Sundries 

— 

37.638 

— 

3.379 

Spelter maunds 

1,336 

9.808 

— 

— 

Tin — 

107 

3,838 

— 

— 

Velvet, Foreign 

— 

2.843 

— 

— 

Wax maunds 

101 

4.503 

— 

— 

Wearing Apparel 

— 

6,405 

— 

— 



8,35,467 

... 

35,088 

Treasure .. •• 

69,083 

— 

— 



8,94.550 

*— 

35,088 

Deduct 

• • S a 

35,088 



Net Decrease 

• « S» Rs. 

3,69,463 



Decrease Merchandize .. 

• • 2 . 00,379 


Ditto Treasure • . 

.. 69,083 

- 


S. Rs. 3,69,463 
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346. The changes which mark the Imports of the year are exhibited in the annexed ; 


Imports : 

INCREASE. 

DECREAaE. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, Foreign 

— 

— 


30,438 

Copper, Foreign . . maunds 

— 

— 

2,266 

82,331 

Coals 

— 

1,402 

— 

— 

Cotton Yarn, Foreign . . maunds 

— 

— 

25 

2,504 

Cubebs 

— 

— 

109 

4 , 97 » 

Gin . , . , 

— 

— 

— 

6,453 

Iron, Foreign . , , , maunds 

930 

5,456 

— 


Lead, British 

1,910 

12,608 

— 

— 

Long Pepper and Roots . , maunds 

— 

— 

1,189 

7,529 

Millinery 

— 

— 


8,960 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign . . 

— 

— 

— 

8,533 

Rattans 

— 

— 

— 

7,474 

Sundries 

— 

— 

— 

34,259 

Spelter . . . . , . maunds 

— 

— 

1,226 

9,808 

Tin — 

— 


107 

3,838 

Velvets, Foreign 

— 

— 

— 

2,843 

Wax maunds 

— 

— 

101 

4.502 

Wearing Apparel 

— 

— 

— 

6,405 

Treasure 


19,466 

— 

2,19,845 

69,083 


347 . The amount of our Shipments to New South Wales is represented at sicca rupees 
76,585, which, compared with the previous year, is a deficiency of sicca rupees 61,205 ; 
contained in the value of Merchandize, sicca rupees 58,055, and of Treasure, from the 
absence of shipments in the year under consideration, of sicca rupees 2,250} as shewn in 
the following Table ; 


KXTBRNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Tm 

Bengal. 

New South Wales 
Imports. 


Exports. 


5 F 2 
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EXTERNAL 

ini XIU&JIVAIj 

COMMERCE. % 

1 


1 



1887-28w 

1688-29. 

(L) 





Ben^l. 

Exports : 

Quantity. 

VUue. 

Quantity* 

Value. 






Exports. Cotton Piece Goods . . pieces 

Il,8l6 

87.194 

3,118 

5498 

Silk ditto ^ 

1,067 

7.697 

1,030 

7.979 

Shawh — 

51 

6iq 

1 

400 

Sugar maunds 

1,028 

8,228 

1,468 

11,006 

* Grain — 

1,608 

3.890 

14.300 

22,276 

Cotton .. .. — 

— 

— 

29 

584 

Gunnies and GunnjfBags pieces 

10,000 

1.196 

1,749 

185 

Salt Provision 

— 

10,884 


250 

Ginger maunds 

50 

150 

16 

60 

Hempj Flax and Twine . . — - 

83 

1,219 

29 

114 

Canvas bolts 

1, 068 

ii,s83 

150 

1,500 

Carpets and Blankets . . pieces 

170 

590 

1,470 

1,670 

Tobacco .. «. maunds 


— 

22 

110 

Country Sundries 

— 

21,545 


5,228 

Madeira Wine • • • • ... pipes 

23 

6,981 

5 

1,000 

Liquor 

— 

19.513 


4,791 

Tea .. .. .. chests 

117 

3.470 

95 

6,888 

Europe Sundries 

— 

1 1,760 


7,107 



1,35,540 


7^585 

Treasure 

»• • • 

2,250 

— 




1 . 37,799 

— 

76,585 

Deduct 

• . • • 

76,585 

■ 


Net Decrease 

• • • • 

61,205 



Decrease Merchandize 

• • • 

■ • • • 

• • 58,955- 


Ditto Treasure • • 

• . • 

■ • mm 

2,250 



S.Rs. 6i,ao5 


• 348 , The fluctuations iu the value of the Goods shipped fcom hence are partimlarLy 
noted in the following ; vix,— 
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INCREASE. 

. DECaSi^B. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 


-* , 

8,698 

31,636 

Silk •• ditto .. •• 

• s 

— 

282 

37 

— 

Shawls • • • • • . 


— 

— 

50 

210 

Sugar 

maunds 

440 

3,778 

— 


Grain 

• • 

12,693 

18,985 


— 

Cotton 

a • 

29 

584 . 

3 L 


Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

— 

— 

8,358 

1,011 

Salt Provision 

• * • • 

— 

— 

— 

10,634 

Ginger 

iriaunds 

— 

— 

34 

90 

Hemp, Eax and Twine . • 

.. — 

— 

— 

54 

1,105 

Canvas 

.« bolts 

— 

— 

918 

9,783 

Carpets and blankets 

pieces 

1,300 

1,080 

— 

— • 

Tobacco 

maunds 

32 

no 

— 

— 

Country Sundries 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

16,317 

Madeira Wine . . 

.. pipes 

— 

— 

18 

5,961 

Liquor 

. . . • 

— 

— 

— 

14,733 

Tea * • . . • • 

chests 

— 

3,33® 

22 

— 

Europe Sundries 

• • • « 


— 

— 

4,653 




27,157 

— 

86,113 


Treasure 

.. 

— 

— 

3,350 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Tm 

Bengal. 

New South Wales 
Exports. 


349. The comparative difference between Imports. and Exports, for the year 1828-20, is 
a deficiency in the value of the former of sicca rupees 51,497. An extensive and lucrative 
commerce is maintained between the colony and this, in the bills of the Colonial Govern- 
ment on Londo;i, the sale of which is applied to the equalization of the balance of the 
trade, and as a remittance of the surplus property of individuals at the colony. 

350. Amongst the Imports, tb^ article of Coals is the only production of New South 
Wales the Copper was from South America ; Cubebs, Rattans, Tin and Wax, from 
the Straits ; and the rest of the Statement from Europe. 



EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

jlT 

Bengal. 

Africa : 
Imports. 


Exports. 


Mauritius. 


Imports. 


THIRD APl^NDEX' ^ THIRD {«RI(ORT 

Africa. 

351. TTie range of our Commerce with this quarter of the globe comprehends our trade 
with the Mauritius^ and our intercourse with the Cape of Good Hope ; and it appears to 
admit of no direct extension. The aggregate of our relations with this division of the 
world, in the year under consideration, amounted to sicca rupees 18,68,258, which, 
compared with the year preceding, is a deficiency of sicca rupees 70,254. Of tlie amount 
here represented. Imports involve sicca rupees 1,38,971, with a comparative decrease of 
sicca rupees 2,60,625 ; .and exports, sicca rupees 17j29,287, exhibiting an increase of 
sicca rupees 1,90,371. as given in the following Statement ; 


Imports: 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

total. 

1 Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

total. 

Mauritius . . 

3,41.985 

33,750 

3,76,735 

1,15.998 

6,500 

1,21,798 

Cape of Good Hope 

23,861 

— 

23,861 

12,561 

4,612 

17,173 

Total . . . . 

1 

3,65,846 

33.750 

3,99,596 

1,27,859 

11,112 

138,971 

Exports : 







Mauritius .. 

11, 49^300 

8,16,750 

13,66,050 

13,84,550 

2 , 19>500 

16,04,050 

Cape of Good Hope 

1,72,866 

— 

1,72,866 

1,25,237 

— 

1,95,037 

Total . . . . 

13,22,166 

2,16,750 

15,38,916 

15,09.787 

2,19,500 

17,29.287 


Mauritius. 

352. The amount of our Trade with the Mauritius (which includes Bourbon), in the 
year 1828-29, was sicca rupees 17,25,848, which, compared with the year 1827-28, is a 
decline of sicca rupees 15,937. 

.353. The total value of the goods imported from the Mauritius and Bourbon, in the 
year under review, was sicca rupees 1,21,798, which embraces the value of Merchandize 
sicca rupees 1,15,298; and of Treasure, sicca rupees 6,500. The discrepancy, compared 
with the year 1827-28, is a decrease in Merchandize sicca rupees 2,26,687, in Treasure 
sicca rupees 27,2.50 ; together, a decline of sicca rupees 2,53,937, as per following State- 
ment : 
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1827 - 28 . 

189849 . 

Imports : 


Qiuintity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Anchors 

. . pieces 

33 

4,782 

...» 


Brandy 

• • • • 

— 

60,040 


7.343 

Bectle-nut • , 

maunds 

— 

— 

4.870 

11,813 

Copper, Foreign . . 

— 

121 

4,620 

— 

— 

Claret, Foreign . . 

• • • • 

— 

» 9 , 734 . 


591 

Cloves 

maunds 

4.589 

3,07,850 

2 

100 

Gin 


— 

8,289 

— 


Lamita 

• • • • 

— 

5,120 

— 

— 

Medicine 

• • • • 

— 

5,479 

— 


Piece Goods, Cotton, British 

* • • • 

— 

— 

— 

19.674 

Pepper 

maunds 

— 

— 

3,426 

31,188 

Rattans 

• • • » 

— 

— 

— 

5,889 

Sundries 

• • • • 

•— 

26,071 

— 

15,996 

Tin 

• • • • 

— 

— 

1,054 

33,705 




3 , 4».985 

— 

1,15,298 


Treasure 

• • • • 

33.750 

— 

6,500 




3,75.735 


1,31,798 


Deduct 

e a • • 

1,21,798 









Net Decrease 

• • • • 

3.53,937 




Decrease Metchaadue .• 9,26,687 

Ditto .. TreMuie 37,250 


Decrease Meichaadue .• 2,26,687 

Ditto .. Treasure 37,350 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCi:. 

7 m 

Bengal. 

Mamitius : 
Imimrts. 


8.Ri. 8^3,93? 
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EXTERNAL 

AND. INTERNAL 354 ^ The articles on which, in Imports, the Decrease or Increase has occurre'd, are 
COMMERCE. shown in the annexed Table : ' \ / 


( 1 -) 

Bengal. 

Mavritius: 

Imports. 




INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

♦ ■ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Anchors 

pieces 

— 

— 

33 

4,78a 

Brandy 

.. 

— 

— 

— • 

59,698 

Beetle-nuts • • 

maunds 

4,870 

11,813 

— 

— 

Copper, Foreign . . 

• • ^ 

— 

— 

121 

4,690 

Claret, Ditto 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

19,143 

Cloves 

maunds 


— 

4,587 

9,07,750 

Gin 

.. 


— 

— 

8,989 

Lamita • • 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

5,120 

Medicine 


— 

— 

— 

5,479 

Piece Goods, Cotton, British 

• • • • 

— 

19.674 

— 

— 

Pepper 

maunds 

2,436 

SI, 188 

— 

— 

Rattans . . 

.. 

— 

5.889 

— 

— 

Sundries 

.. 

— 

— 

-- 

10,075 

Tin 

maunds 

1,054 

38.705 

— 

— 




91,269 

— 

3,17,956 


Treasure . . 

— 

— 

27,250 


355 . The amount of our shipments to the Mauritius and Bourbon is- given at sicca 
rupees 16,04,050 ; being, in the value of Merchandize, sicca rupees 13,84,550, and of 
Treasure, sicca rupees 2,19,500. The comparison between this and the year preceding 
being an increase of sicca rupees 2,38,000, contained in Merchandize, sicca rupees 2,35,250, 
and sicca rupees 2,750 in Treasure, as per following exhibit : 
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yr • n- . 

i 

• 

1827 - 28 . 

18 ie 8 - 89 . 

)SxpoRTS : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

s 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

48,238 

1,12,919 

26,517 

53,437 

Silk ditto 

— 

4,822 

26,904 

2,204 

1.3,2.57 

Shawls 

— 

56 

8,082 

10 

1,488 

Indigo 

maunds 

112 

11,239 

— 

— 

Sugar 

— 

273 

2,179 

1,336 

10,685 

Silk 

— 

(>5 

17.731 

— 

— 

Grain 

— 

497.409 

7,96,702 

6,64,903 

10 , 86,349 

Saltpetre 

— 

316 

i ,.389 

508 

1,979 

365 

Gums 

— 

— 

— 

38 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

26,000 

1-554 

31,100 

2,238 

1,746 

Shell Lac 

maunds 

— 

— 

108 

Turmeric 

— 

— 

— 

672 

2,392 

Skins and Hides . . 

• ■ • • 

— 

— 

— 

382 

Wax Candles 

maunds 

169 

12,018 

21 

1,582 

Borax and Tincal 

— 

55 

1,104 

— 

— 

Salt Provision 

— 

— 

20,865 

— 

27,998 

Canvas 

bolts 1 

243 

2,214 

100 

800 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine . . 

maunds 

529 

7.541 

1,437 

12,710 

Carpets and Blankets 

pieces 

19*127 

14,575 

14,270 

1 0,695 

Carriages . . 

— 

13 

5,125 

64 

27*849 

Tobacco . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

32 

160 

Country Sundries 

. . 

— 

l^^, 95 i 

1L.328 

Liquor 

. . 

— 


— 

6,117 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

— 

4,121 

— 

22,590 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

■ • • • 

— 

14,328 

— 

33* 160 

Silk ditto Foreign 

• • • • 

— 

5,874 

— 

4,422 

Cotton ditto ditto 

• • 


5,094 

— 

— 

Books, Foreign . . 

• • • • 

346 

<5,372 

— 

2,264 

Tea 

cliests 

9,310 

2.00 

7,662 

Cabinet-ware 

. . 

— 

2,448 

— 

10,166 

Soap, Foreign 

maunds 

1,013 

8,122 

— 

— 

Europe Sundries . . 


— 

31,739 

— 

30,729 

Treasure . . 


11,49,300 

2,16,750 

— 

13. 84, .550 

2,19,500 



1 

13.66,050 

1 

i 

16,04,050 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 

commI‘:rcic. 

HcngaK 

Mauritius : 
Exports. 


Deduct .. ' i3»66,050 


Net Increase I 2 > 38 >ooo 


2,35,250 

3,750 


5 G 


Increase Merdiandize 
Ditto Treasure 


S. Rs. 3,38,000 



EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
(OMMERCB. 
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356. The fluctuations or changes which have occurred in the valuation of the Goods 
arc detailed in the following; : — 


Bengal 

Mauritius : 
Exports. 


Exports : 


Cotton Piece Goods 

.. pieces 

Silk , . ditto 


Shawls 

. . 

Indigo 

maunds 

Sugar 


Silk 

• • 

Grain 

• # ^ ■ 

Saltpetre 

» • *■““ 

Gums 

• • ““ 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

• • pieces 

Shell Lac • . 

maunds 

Turmeric 

• • — " 

Skins and Hides , . 

• • * . 

Wax Candles . . . . 

maunds 

Borax and Tincal 

• • — • 

Salt Provision 

• • • • 

Canvas 

• • bolts 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine . . 

maunds 

Carpets and Blankets 

.. pieces 

Carriages 

. . — 

Tobacco 

maunds 

Countiy Sundries 

• • • • 

Liquor 

• • • • 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 

Cotton Piece Goods, British 

• • • • 

Silk . . ditto . . Foreign 

• • • • 

Cotton Piece Goods, Ditto 

• • • • 

Books, Foreign •• 

• • • • 

Tea 

. . chests 

Cabinet-ware 

• • • • 

Soap, Foreign . . 

maunds 

Europe Sundries 

• • • • • 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


— 

21,721 

59.482 

— 

— 

2,618 

*3.647 

— 

— 

46 

6,594 

— 

— 

112 

11,239 

1,064 

8,560 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

*7.73* 

*>67.494 

a.89,647 

— 

— 

192 

590 

— 

— 

38 

365 

— 

— 

5,100 

684 

— 

— 

108 

1,746 

— 

— 

672 

2,392 


— 

— 

389 


— 

— 

— 

148 

*0,436 

— 

— ■ 

55 

1,104 

— 

7, *33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*43 

1,414 

908 

5**69 

— 

' — 

‘ — 

— 

4,857 

3,880 

51 

99,724 

— 


32 

160 

— 


— 

— 


7.623 


6,117 

— 



18,469 

— 

- 

— 

18,832 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*. 45 * 

— 


— 

5.894 


— 

— 

4, *08 

- . 

— 

87 

1,648 

... 


— 

— 


— 

1,013 

8,192 

— 


— 

1,010 


3.90.634 

... 

*> 65.'384 

• • ■ 

«.750 




Treasure 
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357. The difTerence between Imports and Exports^in the year under consideration, 
compared with the year 1827-28, is sicca rupees 14,82,252. This discrepancy was met 
or provided for by ^e shipment of sugars to England, and by bills on India. 

358. In the Schedule of Imports from the Mauritius, are included Beetle-nuts, Pepper, 
Rattans and Tin, articles the produce of the East, but put down as receipts from the 
Mauritius, from erroneous entries at the Custom-house. All the articles, except the 
Cloves, were of the production of Europe. 

359. In Exports, the preponderance noticed above is to be ascribed to the increased 

shipment of Grain, the augmentation having been etpial to sicca rupees 2,89,647. * 


Tiik Cape of Good Hope. . 

300. The total value of our trade with this settlement, in the year under consideration, 
was sicca rupees 1,42,410, being, on comparison with the previous year, at a decrease of 
sicca rupees 5-l,,317. 

361. The aggregate of Imports was sicca rupees 17.173; comprehending tlie value of 
sicca rupees 12,561 in Merchandize, and sicca rupees 4,612 in Treasure ; the comparative 
dillerence being a decline of sicca rupees 6,688 in the year under consideration, as per 
Statement : 



1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Import.s : 

■ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


'V 




Beads . . 

— 

9,67a 

— 

— 

Cape Wine . . . . pipes 

10 

h 5^9 

3i 

410 

Constantia Wine 

— 

2,355 

— 

3,213 

Claret, Foreign . . 

— 

— 

— 

4, 8^3 

Sundries 

— 

10,305 

— 

00 

0 



23,861 


12,561 

Treasure .. 



— 

4,612 








23,861 

— j 

>7»>73 

Deduct . . 

>7,173 



Net Increase . » 

6,688 




Decrease Merchandize .. .. .. 11,300 

Deduct Increase Treasure 4,61 a 


S. Rb. 6,688 

5 G 2 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 



Bengal. 


Mauritius : 
Exports. 


Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Imports. 
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EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Tm 

Bengal. 

Cape of 
Good Hope : 
Imports. 


362. The fluctuations to which the Imports have been subject are well expressed in the 
ftdlowiii*^ Statement : 


Imports: 



Cape Wine 
Constantin Wine 
Claret, Foreign . 
Sundries . . 


pipes 


Treasure 


INCREASE. DECREASE. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

jif^Quantity. 

Value. 



V” — 


— 

— 

— 

9,67a 

— 

— 

6 § 

1,119 

— 

858 

— 

— 

— 

4,853 

— 

— 


— 

— 

6,220 


6,7 tj 

— 

i 17, on 

• « • • 1 

4,612 




Exports. 30.3. Tlie gross value of the Total of our Sliipments to the Cape, in the year under 

consideration, was sicca rupees 1,25,237, being a deficiency of sicca rupees 47,627 on 
the value of our Exports for the year 18*27-28, as per following Table ; viz. 




1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

“,aia 

1,03.967 

49,568 

77,030 

Silk ditto 

— 

9,831 

377 

2,350 

Shawls 

— 

3 

1,050 

1 

500 

Sugar 

maunds 

439 

3,517 

14 

145 



— 

31,360 

41,71a 

17,198 

37,885 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

7,000 

880 

5,000 

200 

Turmeric . . 

maunds 

— 

— 

50 

163 

Castor Oil 

— 

— 

— 

6 

137 

Canvas 


174 


20 

160 

Hemp . . . 

maunds 

229 

1,146 

119 

988 

Carpets and Blankets 

pieces 

— 

— 

2,000 

1,508 

Country Sundries . . 

• • t * 

— 

5,294 

— 

1,496 

Cotton Piece Goods, Forcigr 

1 • • mm 


— 

— 

10,662 

Europe Sundries 

• • » • 

Deduc 

Net Decreasi 

t . . 

e .. 

3,729 

1,72,866 

1,25,237 

47,639 


2,013 

i,«5»937 
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364. The Increase or Decrease on the value of Goods exported in 1828-29 is shown 
in the following Schedule: 




INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Exports : 





• 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

— 

— 

14.438 

« 

26,937 

Silk ditto 

.. — 

— 

— - 

835 

7,481 

Shawls . . . . . • 

.. — 

— 

— 

2 

550 

Sugar 

maunds i 

— 

— ^ 

425 

3.372 

Grain 

— 

— 1 

•— 

4,163 

13.837 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

.. pieces 

— 

— 

2,000 

680 

Turmeric 

maunds 

50 

1G3 

— 

— 

Castor Oil 


6 

137 



Canvas 

bolts 

•— 

— 

154 

1,580 

Hemp 

maunds 

— 

— 

110 

158 

Carpets and Blankets 

.. pieces 

2,000 

1,508 


— 

Country Sundries 

. . 


— 

— 

3,798 

Cotton Piece Goods, Foreign 

. . 

— 

10,66*2 

— 

— 

Europe Sundries 

. . 


— 

— 

1,716 




12,470 

— 

60,099 

■ilb 


EXTURNAL 
VND internal 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

Cape ot 
Good Hope : 
Exports. 


365. The difference in the value of Imports and Exports is sicca rupees 1,08,004, the 
latter so much greater than tlic former. 

«36C. The Decrease in the i(|^uc of both Imports Exports indicates the progressive 
decay of the Trade of Bengal with the Settlement of the Cape of Good, Hope. 

V 


America. 

with America, in the year 1828-29, was sicca rupee's America. 
47,89,724 ; presenting a v^ed decrease, as compared with the year preceding it of 
sicca rupees 8,49,475, as per following Statement ; 


770 THIRD APPENDIX t6 thb THIRD REPORT of tbb 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Bengal. 

America : 
ImiK)rt6. 


Exports. 



1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Imports : 

Merchandize. 

lYeasuie. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

United States of America 

4,54,61a 

17,21,217 

ai, 75»829 

443,107 

15.67,989 

20,11,096 

Brazils 

80,576 

10,75,000 

11.55^76 

— 


— 

South America . . 

1,62,328 

20,250 

1,82,578 

2,88,125 

2,10,645 

4,98.770 

Total . . 

1 

6 , 97 > 5 i 6 I 

28,16,467 

35.13.983 

MI2232 

17.78,634 

25,19,866 

Exports : 

: 






United States of America 

16,87,548 

— 

16,87,548 

16,01,632 

— • 

16,01,632 

Brazils «. 

4,37,668 

— 

4 . 37.888 

5,68,621 


5,68,621 

South America • . 

i _ 

1 

— 

— 

99.805 

— 

99.605 

Total . . 

! 21,25,216 

1 

— 

21,25,216 

22,69,858 

•— 

22,69,858 


United States of America. 


America ; 
United States : 


Imports. 


368. The aggregate of our trade with the United States, in the year under considera- 

tion, was sicca rupees 36,22,728, which, compared with the previous year, exhibits a 
decline of sicca rupees 2,40,649. 4? 

369. Of the a16ovc aggregate. Importations from the States involve value to the extent 
of sicca rupees 20,21, 096, *tomprehciiding the amount of Merchandize, sicca rupees 
4,53,107; and of Treasure, of sicca rupees J5,67, 989. The comparative difference on 
the operations of the years 1827-28 and 1828-29 being a decrease of' sicca rupees 
1,54,733 in the years under notice, occurring in the value of Merchandize, sicca rupees 
1,505 ; and of Treasure, sicca rupees 1,53,228 ; as exemplified below : 
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1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Imports ; 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brandy 

» • • • • • 

— 

12,717 

— 

6,341 

Copper, Foreign • 

• • maunds 

5>04i 

1 >46)495 

6,675 

2,11,912 

Cordage • . 

• • • ■ • • 

— 

10,172 

— 

— 

Cochineal . . 

. . maunds 

24 

14)596 

25 

9.052 

Lead, Foreign 

• • • • 

2,264 

20)475 

11,746 

75,849 

Madeira Wine 

. . . . pipes 

112 

36)550 

— 

— 

Morocco 

. . . . skins 

— 

5.821 

— 

2,835 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 

— 

6,337 

— 

4.954 

Ditto . . Silk 

. . Ditto . « 

— 

679 

— 

3,220 

Pitch and Tar 

t • • ■ « ■ 

— 

4,692 

— 

5,725 

Quicksilver 

. . maunds 

— 

— 

47 

4)002 

Steel, Foreign 


— 

— 

164 

2,542 

Segars 



— 

— 

•— 

20,264 

Sundries . . 



— 

69,192 

— 

66,458 

Spelter 

. . maunds 

5>944 

42,995 

1,816 

12,407 

Timber and Planks 




77,598 

— 

27,446 

Wine 

Treasure 

Dedtfet « . 

Net Decrease 

• • • • 

• • mm 

6,291 

4,54,612 

17,21,217 

21,75,829 

SO, 21,096 

>,54.733 

— 

100 

4,53,107 

15,67,989 

20,21,096 


Decrease, Merchandize i>505 

Ditto, Treasure i,53i228 


Decrease, Merchandize i>505 

Ditto, Treasure i,53i228 


S.R8. i, 54»733 


EXTKUMAl. 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(i.) 

iicngal. 

America ; 
United States : 
Imports. 


370. The fluctuations or changes that have occurred on the articles imported there 
from the States, are enumerated in the following List; 
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EXTKRNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(!•) 

Bengal. 

America ; 
United States: 
Imports. 


Exports. 




INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Imports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brandy 





6,376 

Copper, Foreign . . 

Cordage 

maunds 

• • 

1.634 

65,417 

— 

10,172 

Cochineal . . 

maunds 

1 

— 

— 

5,546 

Lead, Foreign 

.. — 

9,48a 

•55,374 

— 

— 

Madeira Wine 

. . pipes 

— 

— 

112 

36^550 

Morocco . . 

. . skins 

— 

— 


2,986 

Piece Goods, Cotton, Foreign 


— 

— 

— 

1,383 

Ditto . . Silk . . Ditto 

■ * • • 

— 

3,541 

— 

— 

Pitch and Tar 

. . 

— 

1,033 

— 

— 

Quicksilver 

maunds 

47 

4,oo-J 

— 

— 

Steel, Foreign 

— 

164 

2,.54‘^ 


— 

Segars 

. . 

— 

20,264 


— 

Sundries . . 

. . 


— 

— 

2,734 

Reiter 

Timber and Planks 

maunds 

• — 

— 

4.138 

:jo,r,88 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

50,152 

Wine . . « • 

. . 




0,191 




1 

1 


1,52,678 




Treasure 

1,53,228 


371 . The amount value of our Exportations to the United States, in the year 1828-29 
IS sicca rupees 16,01,632, ctjrnprehended in mcrcliandize; the comparative difference of 
which is a deficiency in the value of shipments, in 1827-28, of sicca rupees 85,916, as 
expressed in the following Statement: 


Exports : 


1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 

10,521 

21,985 

23,780 

73,594 

Silk ditto 

, . — 

94 » 5 i 6 

4,14.709 

1,70,766 

5,80,730 

Indigo 

maunds 

8,487 

8,48,779 

4.769 

4.75,899 

Sugar 

— 

530 

4.334 

12,15s 

97,314 

Saltpetre . . 

— 

89,648 

1,21,636 

431339 

1.73,449 

Gums 


915 

8,956 

593 

6,133 

Shell Lac 


2,914 

51,179 

s,8i8 

46,917 

Lac Dye 


20 

1,761 

24 

3,311 

Skins and Hides 

• • • • 

— 

41,545 

— 

45,893 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

pieces 

22,608 

3.325 

81, goo 

4,516 

Ginger 

maunds 

2,755 

8,364 

6,975 

31,107 


(coniinued.) 
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Exports : 


1827-28. 
Quantity. ' V 


1828-29. 


Quantity. 


Turmeric 

maunds 

1.653 

5»220 

Sal Ammoniac 

. . — 


— 

Borax and Tincal 

. . — 

— 

— 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine 

. . — 

2,245 

28,047 

Country Sundries 

. . • . 

— 


Cotton Piece Goods, Foreign 

. . a . 

— 

57*435 

Gum, Foreign 

Skins, ditto 

maunds 

1,042 

14,491 

• . . . 

— 

21, .549 

Coir 

maunds 

— 

Hemp, Manilla 

— 

677 

.5'i9^7 

Europe Sundries 

Deduct 


19,605 

16,87*548 

16,01,632 

Net Decrease . . 

( 

85,916 

1 


5»051 

5,719 

24,044 

1,874 

2.148 
2,101 
6,3»S 
I 4.697 

I 20, 705 

j 16,01,632 


372. 'i’he details of the fluctuations to which our Export Trade with llie States has 
been subject, in the year under consideration, arc shown in tlje following Table: 


INCREASE. 


Exports : 


Cotton Piece Goods 
Silk , , ditto 
Indigo 
Sugar 

Saltpetre . 

Gums 

Shell Lac 

Lac Dye 

Skins and Hides 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

Ginger 

Turmeric 

Sal Ammoniac 

Borax and Tincal 

Hemp, Flax, and Twine 

Country Sundries 

Cotton Piece Goods, Foreign 

Silk, Foreign . . . . 

Skins, ditto 

Coir 

Hemp, Manilla . . 

Europe Sundries 


pieces I 
maunds 


pieces j 
maunds 


Quantity. 

I3>259 

76,250 

11,622 
12,688 1 


r»9.292 . 
4,220 ' 


50,609 

1,66,011 

92,980 

50,823 


550 

4,348 

2,191 

12,843 


DKCilEASE. 
Quantity. Value. 

3,728 3,72,880 


maunds 

maunds 


1,101 

3,96,923 


4,003 

7,997 

55.287 

12,390 

15,230 

5,967 

4,82,839 


k.xtkknai, 

AND INTKHNAL 
COMMRKCK. 

Bengal. 

America. 
United States : 
Exports. 


.5 11 
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Bengal. 


373. Comparin^f the value of the goods imported with the official value of Exporta- 
tions, the former is sicca rupees 4,19,464 %bove the amount of the latter ; but if the 
shipments be taken at their approximate valuation. Exports will be found to exceed 
Imports by sicca rupees 2,55,492, as under: 


America. 
United States: 
Exports. 


Exports : Amount, per official exhibit .. .. .. .. .. .. iG,oi,G3a 

Add difFcrciicc between official and market value on maunds 4,769 

of Indigo, at 130 per maund (1,18,670 

Add on the amount of Exports less value of Indigo, say on sicca 

rupees 1 1,25,733, at 5 per cent. . . . . . . . . . . 56,286 


Imports : Amount of, officially 


22,76,588 

20,21,096 


Exports in excess of value . . . . S. Rs. 2,55,492 


which balance of trade has been provided for by bills on England. 

371. Indopendcntly of the considerable deficiency in the value of the trade in the 
year under consideration, compared with the operations of the previous year, the dis- 
proportion in tlie amount of Treasure imported, compared with the value of Merchan- 
dize,* indicates the difficulty juid disadvantage which exists in maintaining tlie inter- 
course ; and if to this be added the losses likely to accrue on the goods shipped from 
hence, we may venture to say that our transactions with the United States of America 
will be hereafter confined within very narrow bouiuls, 

375, In the Imports from the States, the fluctuations which particularly draw atten- 
tion are increase in Copper, the produce of South America, which, in tlie year under 
consideralion, exceeds the value of the previous year by sicca rupees 65,417; in Lead 
(the produce of Europe), sicca rupees 55,374; and Segars, produce of the States, but 
])n*pared in counterfeit of the Ilavaiiuah, sicca rupees 20,264. On the reverse, the 
decline in the value ef Brandy, the produce of France, always of inferior quality, has 
been sicca rupees 6,376 ; in Cordage, American manufacture, from no importation in 
1828-29, sicca rupees 10,172; Cochineal, identified with the products of the States, 
sicca rupees 5,546 ; Madeira Wine, from the absence of importation in the year under 
review, sicca rupees 36,550 ; Spelter, the produce of the Russian Empire, originally 
imported from France, sicca rupees 30,588 ; and in Timber and Planks, the produce of 
the Union, sicca rupees 50,152. 

376. In respect to Exports, considerable improvement took place in the shipments of 
Cotton Piece Goods, the produce of the Honourable Company’s territories, of Silk Piece 
Goods, Sugar, Saltpetre, and Ginger; but these advantages are neutralized by the com- 
parative decline in the value of Indigo, which is sicca rupees 3,72,880 ; of Gums, sicca 
rupees 15,213 ; Shell Lac, sicca rupees 4,262; Turmeric, sicca rupees 2,000 ; Hemp and 


* Merchandize 
Treasure .. 


4 , 53,107 

15 , 67,989 
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Twine, sicca rupees 4,003; Cotton Piece Goods, the produce of the Vizier’s dominions, 
sicca rupees 55,287; Skins, sicca rupees 10,882; and Manilla Hemp, from no shipment 
in the year under review, sicca rupees 5,067. Experimental shipments of Borax and 
Tincal, Salanimoniac, and Coir for Cordagej appear to* have been made in the year. 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERN M. 
COMMERCE. 

( *•) 
Bengal. 

America. 

. United States ; 
Exports. 


Brazils. 


377. The amount of our operations in the year 1828-29, was no more than a single 
shipment. 

378. There were no Importations from the Brazils within tlie year 1828-29. The 
receipts noticed in our report for 1827-28, arrivcul here at the close of this year, and the 
o])erations of the vessels in question appear in the transactions of the year under con- 
sideration. Value of Imports in the year 1827-28, sicca rupees 11, .*35,576, comprchcnid- 
ing Merchandize, sicca rupees 80,576, and Treasure, sicca rupees 10,75,000; producing 
a deficiency in the year 1828-29 equal to the amount of the previous year, as per fol- 
lowing Statement : 


Brazils. 

Imports. 



1827 - 28 . 

1838 . 29 . 

Imports : 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Copper, British . . . . maunds 

1,349 

55,995 




Copper, Foreign . . — 

48 

1,880 


— 

Elephants* Teeth . . — 

47 

4,604 

— 

— 

Sundries . . . . , , . . , . 1 

— 

2,622 

— 

— 

Wine i 

— 

15,475 

— 

— 



80,576 



Treasure . . 

10,75,000 





11 , 55,57 




379. The amount of Exportations is represented at sicca rupees 5,68,621, which com- 
pared with the shipments of the previous year, 1827-28, is an increase of sicca rupees 
1,30,953, as shown in the annexed Tabic: 

5H2 


Exports. 
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EXTERNAL 







, 



AND INTERNAL 


“ 1 


! 



COMMERCE. 


1 

1 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

(!•) 







Bengal. 

Exports : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

America. 


1 





Brazils : 

Cotton Piece Goods 

pieces 


4 , 34.024 

i»75.125 

5.36,077 

Exports. 

Silk Piece Goods 


221 

2,002 

421 

3.400 


Embroidered Piece Goods 

. . — 1 

11 

336 

220 

4,008 


Shawls 

— 

— 

— 

78 

4.^9 


Indigo 

maunds 

— 

— 

176 

17,603 


Hemp, Flax, and Twine . 

— 

— 

— 

80 

1,120 


Country Sundries 

. . 

— 

169 

— 

643 


Europe Sundries 

. . 

— 

»,»37 

t “ 

1,621 





4,37,668 

— 

1 5.68,621 


(All Decrease.) 

380. The comparison bcUveen the value of Imports and Exports^ upon the basis of 
the above exhibits, is Exports in the year 1828-20, sicca rupees 5,68,621, without Im- 
portations in the year; and Exports, in 1827-28, less than the value of Imports of the 
same year, sicca rupees 7,17^^108. But this discrepancy requires explanation; and the 
ease in its effectual character, is thus; the Importation of 1827-28 is the arrival of two 
ships, the Fcbciro and Flora, towards the latter end of the year, which commenced 
reloading before the close of the year; the shipments made within this period form the 
Exports of the year 1827-28 ; they completed their operations in the year 1828-20, so 
that the aggregate of the Exportations of both years, on sicca rupees 10,06,289, ought 
to bo set against the Importation exhibited in 1827-28, or sicca rupees 11,55,576, which 
will show a balance of sicca rupees 1,49,289 of Imports in excess of Exports ; and this 
difference will be absorbed, if Indigo, in the Exports, be rated at market value, and the 
amount of treasure in Imports be taken at its real value, which on Spanish dollars is 
about 8 per cent, below the Custom-house valuation of this currency. 

381. The trade with the Brazils may be considered precarious. Of the productions of 
the Brazils, Bullion is all that can be imported from thence, and if the profits on the 
retunis from hence, besides the fair and reasonable advantage in trade, will not yield the 
freight charges of the outward voyage, our relations with the Brazils must of necessity 
be suspended. 


Western Coast of South America. 

Western Coast 382. The amount of our trade with this portion of the Continent of America, is repre- 
of South America, sented at the valuation of sicca rupees 5,98,375, being sicca rupees 4,15,797 above the 
operations of the previous year. 
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383. Of the above amount Importations comprehend sicca rupees *4,98,770, comprised 
ill the value of Merchandize, sicca rupees 2,88,125, and of Treasure, sicca rupees 
2,10,645. The comparative result of the two years under notice being' an increase in the 
year 1828-29 of sicca rupees 3,16,192, or sicca rupees 1,25,797 on Merchandize, and 
sicca rupees 1,90,395 on Treasure, as per following Statement: — 


1827-28. 1828-29. 


Imports : 

, 





' 

Quantity. | 

Value. 

Quantity. Value. 

("opper . . 

1 

maunds I 

6,498 

1,60,730 

9,192 2,66,003 

Cliampaign 

.. 1 

— 

— 

— 3,004 

Gin 

. j 


_ 



Pewter . . 

j 

— 

— 

*fy.J * ^ 

545 : 7,920 

Sundries 


— 

1,598 

— 4,663 

Velvets, Foreign 

.. 

— 1 

— 

— 1 2,025 



' 

1,62,328 

— 2,88,125 


Treasure 

. J 

20,250 

— 2,10,645 


^.XT^:U^AL 
\M> IMKUNAL 
( oMMKm r. 

Bengal. 

America. 
Western Coast 
of South America : 
Imports. 


. 1,82,578 ! _ I 4,98,770 

I 

Deduct . . 1,82,578 

Net Increase . . . . 8. Rg, S.iOitga 


384. The details of the increase are shown in the following statement, viz. 


Imports : 

INCREASE. DECREASE. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 

Copper maunds 

2,694 

1 

1,05,273 — j — 

Champaign 

— 

3,004 — ! — 

Gin 

— 

4,510 — — 

Pewter 

545 

7,920 — ; — 

Sundries 

— 

3,065 — 1 _ 

Velvets, Foreign 

1 

2,026 i — j — 


Treasure 


i»25,797 

i»9o,396 



EXTERNAL 
\ND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

( 1 .) 

Bengal. 
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385. The value of shipments made to the Western Coast of South America, in the 
year 182S-29, amounted to sicca rupees 99,605, and as thero were no Exportations in 
the foregoing year, tliis sum appears as a comparative excess between the two years, as 
per annexed Exhibit: 


America. 


Western Coast 
of South America : 

Imports. 


1827-28. 

1828-29. 

Exports; 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Silk Piece Goods 

.. pieces 

— 

— 

1,040 

7.*90 

Sugar 

maunds 

— 

— 

10,784 

86,275 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags 

.. pieces 

! — 

i 

30,000 

3,640 

Country Sundries 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

1,091 

Europe Sundries 

• • • • 

1 

— 

- 

2,309 



(All Increase. ) 


99,605 


386. The comparison between the Imports and Exports of the year 1828-29 is sicca 
rupees 3,99,105, the former more than tlie latter; this balance of trade is partly met by 
the of Piece Goods that are taken at Bimlipatam and Ingerarn, in competition of the 
advennire, and the residut* may be considered as ])rofits returned upon the preceding 
voyage. The trade with the Western Coast of South America is sustained by one or 
two atlveiitures belonging to this port, and is commenced by shipments from hence. 
The articles of our produce taken in prosecution of the commerce, are coarse coloured 
and white Cotton Piece Goods, and Sugar. In respect to the first, it is probable that 
the United States of America will anticipate our sui)plies ; and without Piece Goods the 
trade is not worth the pursuit. Our Imports arc Copper and Bullion. We may consider 
our relations with this Western Coast of South America as capable of considerable 
extension, but liable to be interrupted, if not suspended, by the opposition of the United 
States of America, and by our supplies of Cotton Piece Goods being superseded also 
from England. 


General 
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General Observations on the External Trade of Bengal. 

387. Haviiifr closed our review of the Trade of Benoal in its details, wc condense it by 
the following- observalious and recapitulations: 

38S. I he aggregate of our conuiiercial relations, that is of Imports and Exports, in 
t le ycai 1 828-2 J, stands at sicca rupees 8,91,40,258; which, comjiared witli tlie j)rcvious 
year, or 1827-28, shows a deficiency in value of sicca rupees 1 .70 ,(>7 ,009. 

S ^ total of our Iin])ortations in the year under consideration, was sicca rupees 
‘ ,7>,95,10G; which, ccanpared with the value of receipts in the precedin'' year, is a 
tleficiency of sicca rupei‘s 51,04,070. 

300. The total value of our Exportations was sicca rupees 5,20,45,152, and the com- 
parison between the two years under review is a decline of sicca rupees 1,19,02,939 in the 
yc*ar 1828-29. 

.31)1. The amount of Imixn tatiruis (sicra rupees 3,70,1)'). lOG). conipreheii.l the value 
of Merctianihze, sicea rupees 3,01,l)J,73-i, and of Treasure. sicca rupees 09,02,374; 
which rcaults, rompared with those of the previous, or year lS27-l!.S. arc an increase iu 
Merchandize, sicea rupees •_»1,1)5,1«.'), and a decline in Treasure, sicca rupees 7-2,l)l).23.‘). 

.lOa. Tile a-grugate of ENports (sicca rupees .5.2(),l.),i.')2), iiivohcs ihc value of Mer 
chaiidize, sicca rupees 5,02,3 1,1)51), and of Treasure, sicca rupees 17.03 193 'Mio com 
larisoii between which ^md the ivsnlts of the precedin}? year, is a deficiency in Merchan- 
dize,^ sicea rupees 1)2,-1.'),M.5, and iu Treasure, siec.i rupees 27,17,791. 

.393. The Stateineiil wliich follows, exhibits the fluctiwlions that occurred in each 

iSs'S'"" «P<--'-Htiotis of the External 'I’radc of the year 

18-8-2J, compared w'lth the previous year, rtz, ^ 


Imports : 


Quantity. 


Hooks 

Beads .. 

Beetle-nuts .. .. maunds 

Brimstone 

Broad Cloth and Woollen, British 
Ditto . . ditto Foreign 
Bottles, empty 
Braziery . . 

Brass- Ware 
Brass Leaf 


Confectionery 
Cutlery . . 

Copper, British . . 
Copper, Foreign 
ClocKS and Watches 
Cordage , . 





EASE. 

deciiease. 

Value. 

Quantity . 

Value. 

36,183 


25.613 

1 — 

2,1 10 

>0,378 


1 i,6a8 

29.93.5 


— 

7 > 32 | 158 


— 

98,676 ■ 


— 

22,371 

34 .* 5 ® 

— 


— 

— 

21,248 

> 7.747 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0,664 


— 

I4»o0a 


268 

50,619 


3^*833 

10,84,948 

MW 

— 

3L031 



22,070 


(continued.) 
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COMMERCE 
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EXTERNAL 

> 







AND INTERNAL 





1 
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' 

INCREASE. 

V 

DECREASE. 

Imports— coalmiMe?. 


QBktttity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

General 

ObservatioDB. 

Coir 

• • 

maunds 



^ 11,618 

54,11.1 , 

Bxternal Trade. 

Corals, False 

• • 

• • os 

•1. 

a. 

»» 

18,562 


Carriages .. 

• • 

. . 

— 

14,478 

— 



Corks 


• • • • 

— 


— 

13,325- 


Coffee 


maunds 


— 

389 

4.587 


Chanks • . 


• • a • 

— 

— 

— 

1.39.507 


Camphire , . 


maunds 

— 

— 

20 

8,358 


Cocoa-Nuts 


• • • a 


— 

— 

47,034 


Cocoa-Nut Oil 


maunds 

— 

— 

3,847 

39.637 


Cocoa-Nut Kernel 


— 

13*393 

31.976 

— 

— 


Cassia 


— 

1,Q02 

a4,398 , 

a— 

XU— 


Canvas and Vitry 


« • • • 

— 

a— 

— 

49,180 


Cochineal . . 


maunds 

227 

86,483 

— 

. 


Coals 


a a 

— 

— 

25*314 


Cotton Yarn, British 


maunds 

3.477 

2*19*359 

— 

— 


Cotton Yam, Foreign 


— 

45 

7,04a 

— 

— 


Cotton Twist 


— 

10,420 

8,36,350 

— 

— 


Cotton Mule Twist 


—a 

6,534 

5,35,336 

^ 

— 


Cloves 




...» 

3,873 

3,10,384 


Cotton 


— 

— 

— 

5,813 

67,023 


Dates 

• • 

— 

8,370 

12,218 


— 


Fowling-pieces and Pistols 

a • .a 




38,736 


Flannel and BlAkets 

• • 

a a a a 

— 

— 

— 

89,37a 


Grdl^^ 

Glass-Ware 

• 

a a 

— 

_____ 

— 

88,653 

1,26,412 


Gall Nuts 


a . a . 

— 

— 

1,188 

35,473 


Gold Thread and Lace 


• a a a 

1 .. 

— 

1 

20,908 


Gums . . * 


maunds 

— 

— 

8,383 

.13.461 


Hosiery . . 
Haberdashery 


• • * • 

- 



13,589 



• • • • 


41,280 

.»• 

— 


Hardware 


• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

63,3^7 


Iron, British 


maunds 

48,817 

1*31*751 


... 


Iron, Foreign 


— 

10,395 

45*835 


— a 


Ironmongery 


• • • « 

— 

77,548 

«- 



Instruments, Musical 


• • • « 


— 

— 

17*848 


Ditto . . Mathematical, and Maps . . 


— 

— 

19»513 


Indigo 

. • 

maunds 

270 

26,232 

— 

— 


Iron Pans 

•• 

a a at 

— 

— 


15,524 


Jewellery 

•• 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

1,09*715 


Kittisols . . 

• • 

a a . . 

— 

13*095 

- 

> ' ; ^ 


Lead, British 

• • 

maunds 

10,864 

89*734 




Lead, Foreign 

s # 


15*249 

80,108 


■—‘I, ' 


{pofOuiiMi^ 
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INCREASE. 

DR CREASE. 

Imports — contintced. 

Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lead, Red 


_ 



17,133 

Lead, White 

• • • ft ft • 

— 

— 


6,657 

Lamita • . 

ft ft * ft ft ft 

— 

— 


22,702 

Millinery . . 

• • • • ft • 

— 

— 

— 

49.7*6 

Medicines 

ft ft ft ft ft ft 


66,97 a 

— 

49,535 

Machinery 


— 

— 

16,239 

Mace 

. . maunds 

— 

— 

177 

Military Stores . . 

ft ft ft ft ft ft 

— 


— 

20,000 

Nankeens . . 

. • pieces 

— 

— 

551 

9,264 

Nutmegs . • 

. . maunds 

349 

27,792 

— 


Piece Goods and Cotton, British 


23.50,716 

— 

... 

Ditto ditto 

Foreign 

— 

1,32,342 

— 

— 

Ditto Silk, British 

— 

1,96,549 


— 

Ditto Cotton, 

Foreign . . 

• • • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

2,00,845 

Perfumery 

— 

— 

— 

10,370 

Plated-ware 

• • ■ • • . 

— 

— 

— 

75,041 

Pictures and Prints 

• . . • • • 

— 

42,505 

— 


P*cpper . . 

. . maunds 

— 

— 

9,299 

95,613 

Queen's-ware 




.... 


37,254 

Quicksilver 

. . maunds 

244 

36,081 

— 

— 

Stationery 

• • • • • • 

— 

43,229 

ft — 


Saddlery . . 

• . • • 

— 


— 

32,385 

Ship Chandlery . . 

• • • . . . 

— 

— 

— 

16,261 

Sugar-candy 

• • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

15,190 

Sandal Wood 

. . maunds 

— 

— 

3,184 

30,979 

Sappan Wood 


20,633 

49,191 

• 

— 

Steel, Foreign 


— 

— 

3,493 * 

6,481 

Skins and Hides . . 

ft ft ft ft ft ft 

— 

17,737 

— 

— 

Segars 

• . . • . • 

— 

47,681 

— 

— 

Sundries . . 


— 

85,154 

— 

— 

Spelter . . 

maundS' 

— 

1 ^ 

55,278 

4,90,681 

Stick Luc 


— 

— • 

861 

11,953 

Salt 

. . — 

12,411 

37,233 

— 

— 

Steam Engine 



— 

— 

— 

50,304 

Timbers and Planks 


1 

36,704 





Tin 

. . maunds 

18,208 1 

1 4,35,196 

— 

— 

Tea 

. . chests 


I 

6,121^ 

1,41,038 

Tinsel 

■ - 


— 

— 

19,845 

Tortoiseshell 

ft • • ft ft ft 

— 

30,563 

— 


Ticken and Quiltings 



— 

11,006 

— - 

— 

Velvets, Foreign . . 

• ft ft ft • ft 






96,776 

Vermilion , , 

• ft ft ft ft ft 

“ 



36,357 


5 I (contimied,) 
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Imports — continued. 


Wax ' maunds 

Wearing Apparel 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


407 


18,185 

47»H3 


Barsac 

Claret, English and Foreign 
Champaign and Burgundy 
Cape Wine . . , . 

Constontia Wine 

Hock 

Hermitage 
Lisbon Wine 
Madeira Wine . . 

Port Wine 

Sherauz Wine • • 

Sauterne • • 

Yin dc Grave 
Sundries, Wine . . 


)4>75i869 


Brandy, Cherry , 
Gin . • . 

Rum and Arrack 
Whiskey 




3,25,220 


Cider and Penjr • • 
Sherry . . 

Malt Liquor 
Vinegar . . 


4,20,010 

1,03,538 


72,12,492 


3,822 


8,203 


50,17*327 


Treasure 


• • 72,99,235 


Deduct Increase 


Net Decrease 


1,23,16,562 

72,12,492 


• • 51,04,070 


Decrease Treasure 72 , 99,235 

Deduct Increase Merchandize 21,95,165 


S. Rs. 51,04,070 
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Exports : 


Cotton Piece Goods 
Silk ditto . . 

Shawls . . • . 

Indigo 

Sugar 

Silk 

Grain 

Behar Opium 
Benares Opium . . 
Malwa Opium 


Saltpetre .. 

Gums 
Cotton 
Gunnies and Gunny Bags 
Lack Dye 
Shell Lac 
Stick Lac 


Long Pepper 
Turmeric 
Castor Oil 


Safflower . . 

Ginger 
Wax Candles 
Sal ammoniac 
Borax and Tincal 
Salt Provision 
Canvas . . 

Jute Rope 
Saul Timbers 
Comercolly Feathers 


Carriages and Palanquins 
Country Sundries 

Cloves 

Nutmegs . . 

Mace 

Madeira Wine • • 

Liquor 

Pepper 

Coj>per, British . . 

Ditto, Foreign . • 

Tin Plates and Ware 

Coffee 

Rattans 

Gall Nuts 

Camphire 

Sandal-Wood 

Broad Cloth and Woollen 



INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

pieces 



1.79.894 

6,20,164 

• . 

— 

— 

14,226 

4,75,042 

. . — 

— 

17,819 

35 

— 

maunds 

— 

— 

44,195 

69,78,964 

• • — 

3,18,034 

19,10,301 

— 

— 

• • ■— 

4,732 

10,07,185 

— 

— 

t • 


— 

81,138 

61,702 

chests 

— 

— 

1,064 

23.81,495 

• • 

— 

— 

250 

6,56,745 

• ■ 

— 

— H 

35 

50,025 

maunds 

20,110 

1,21,041 

___ 


• . — 

— 

— 

2,889 

24,621 

. • — 

14,76,879 

— 

i5>ooi 

6,74.439 

pieces 

44,735 

— 

— 

. • — 

— 

— 

1,586 

3,03,569 

. • — 

L 934 

35,781 

— 

— 

. • — . 

— 

— 

2,626 

32,013 

. . — 

— 

— 

760 

17,148 

• • — 

11,091 

43,593 

— 

— 

• • — 

1,13a 

20,093 

— 

— 

maunds 

— 

— 

2,175 

51,089 

. . — 

3,724 

14*294 

— 

— 

• . 

— 

— 


10,034 

. . — 

788 

10,614 



• • • • 

1,570 

27.969 

• —— 

— 

• • • • 

— 

31,729 

— 

f* .. 

. • bolts 

— 


3,734 

51,066 

maunds 

9,836 

13,322 


— 

. . 

— 

14,657 

— 

— 

• • s • 


— 

— 

27,227 


65 

36,431 

— 

— 

• • s • 

maunds 



— 

27,726 

— 

— 

1,363 

64,010 

• . — 

— 

— 

• 113 

9*985 

• • — 

— 

— 

225 

22,722 

.. pipes 

— 

— 

239 j 

77*512 

maunds 

— 

47,797 

— 

— 

— 

8,869 

83.695 

• • — 

— 

— 

811 

33.81a 

• * — ~ 


— 

230 

24,990 

• • • ■ 

— 

— 

— 

10,915 

maunds 

— 

— 

2,887 

56,668 

• • mm 

maunds 

— 

16,581 

— 

— , 

— 

782 

18,747 

• • — 


— 

333 

20,078 

• • — 

— 

— 

1,207 

11,828 

• • . . 


2,99,903 


— 


5 I 2 
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Exports — continued. 


Cotton Piece Goods, British 
Cotton Piece Goods, Foreign 
Silk Piece Goods, British 
Ditto . . • . Foreign 

Cochineal 

Pearls, Diamonds, and Emeralds 
Books, Foreign . . 

Tortoise-shell 
Gums, Foreign . . 

Skins, ditto 
Tea 

Iron, British 
Tin 
Corks 


Corals 

Instruments, Musical 
Hosiery . . 

Cotton, Foreign . , 
Cotton Twist, British 
Flannel . . 

Europe Sundries 



INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


- 

-- - 



1.25.499 


— 

— 

— 

1,05.171 


— 

1,01,198 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

18,585 

maunds 

83 

35,134 

— 

— 

ds 


10,661 

— 


• • • • 

— 

>9.307 



maunds 

» 5 i 

22,668 

— 

— 

• . — 

1.913 

14.138 

— 

— 


— 

— 


16.395 

chests 

— 

— 

355 

12,323 

maunds 

— 

— 

1,474 

11.823 

• • •— > 

1,526 

34.023 

— 

— 

• • • • 

— 

10,294 

““ 

— 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— 

31.683 

• # • • 1 

— 

14,757 

— 

— 

f • * * 

— 

— 

— 

11,741 

maunds 

906 

10,624 

— 

— 

# • 

103 

10,371 


— 

• • • • 

— 

87.385 

— 

— 

.. 

— 

— 


58.279 



40.24.385 

— 

1.32.69,530 



Treasure 

• • • • 

* 7 . 17.794 


Deduct Increase 
Net Decrease 


10,24,385 

1,19,62,939 


Decrease Merchandize 
Ditto Treasure . • 

SJls. i,i9>62,939 


S* Rst 9^>45f^45 
«7»i7»794 


394 . The Importations of the year under consideration, having been shown to amount 
to sicca rupees 3 , 70 , 95 ; 106 , and Exportations at sicca rupees 5 , 20 , 45 , 152 , the following 
Statement contains a condensed view of our Commerce with each Division of the Globe,; 
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jind^ subdividedly, with each Kingdom or State> at present maintaining relations with 
India^ the value of which is reduced to comparative proportions. The trade of the 
Honourable Company, as heretofore, is shown below. 


Abstract Statement of Imports and Exports in the Year 1828-29. 



IMPORTS. 

Per Centage. 

1 

EXPORTS. 

1 Per Centage. 

Europe: 





United Kingdom 

(») 3,24,29,808 


(«) 2,70,07,907 

6i« 

France 

22,04,250 


23,87,107 

4 A 

Hamburgh . . 

3.73.232 

1 

— 

— 

Sweden 

82,761 

Iff 

1.74,332 


Portugal 

— 

— 

i>i 2,433 

—A 


2>50»9o,05i 

67 ig 

2,96,81,769 

57 

Asia : 





Coast of Coromandel 

5 > 3 i,i 30 


6,51,227 


Coast of Malabar . . 

7.98.641 


i 7 » 09)272 

ai*f 

Ceylon 

33.170 


29,286 

— rV 

New South Wales 

25,088 


76,585 

— A 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

7.78.281 


17,98,927 

3 A 

Penang and Eastward . « 

16,48,760 

4 /ff 

(c) 31,68,333 


Java 

1.40,945 

6 

Iff 

1,74,299 

“A 

Manilla 

31.710 

I*ff 

— 

— 

China 

30,43,838 

00 

(*0 97,69.876 


Pegue 

(«) 22,25,291 

.6 

9,35,162 


Maidive Islands 

89.374 


51,971 

— A 

Africa : 

93,46,218 


1,83,64,238 

35 A 

Mauritius 

1,21.178 

—A 

16,04,050 

3 A 

Cape of Good Hope 

17,173 1 


1,25,237 

-A 


1,38,971 

-A 

17,99,987 

3 A 


(®)> (A)» (^); (d)f (e ), — See notes at the end of this abstract, at page 786 . 
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America : 

IMPORTS. 

Per-centage. 

EXPORTS. 

Per-centage. 

United States of America . . 

20,21,096 

5 in- 

16,01,632 


General 
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Brazils 

Soutli America 

4.98,770 


6,68,621 

99,605 

lT*ff 

tV 



35,19,866 


22,69,858 

4 A 


Grand Total . . S. Rs. 

3,70,95,106 

1 

100 

1 5,20,45,152 

I 

100 


(«) 


(d) 


Honourable Company’s Trade . . 

3.98.330 

Honourable Company’s Trade . . 

22,45,429 

Private Individuals 

2.20,3 1,47 8 

Private ditto 

75.24.447 

S. Rs. 

2,24,29,808 

8. Rs^ 

97.69,876 

(i) 


(«') 


Honourable Company’s Trade . . 

1,41,26,165 

Honourable Company’s Trade . . 

14,87,570 

Private ditto 

1,28,81,742 

Private ditto 

7.37,721 

S. Rs. 

2,70,07,907 

S. Rs. 

22,25,291 

(c) 

Honourable Company’s Trade • . 

3,00,000 



Private ditto 

28,68,333 



S. Rs. 31.68,333 




3 U 5 . We have already shown that the amount of Importations in the year under con- 
sideration was sicca rupees 3 , 70 , 95 / 100 , and that it comprehends the value of JVlei’chaii- 
dize at sicca rupees 3 , 01 , 92 , 732 , and of Treasure sicca rupees 09 , 02 , 374 . This amount 
subdivided, in order to exhibit the collection of duties thereon, stands thus: 


Ditto , . on Foreign vessels . . S. Rs. 21,91,998 


Duty 9*94,855 

— 3,43,807 


S. Rs. 2,37,53,685 


— 13,38,462 


390 . The Exports have been presented at an aggregate of sicca rupees 5 , 20 , 45 , 152 , 
made up of the value of Merchandize at sicca rupees 5 , 02 , 81 , 959 , and of Treasure 
sicca rupees 17 > 63 , 193 . The duty collected on the former has been sicca rupees 1 , 37 , 006 , 
as under: 
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Value of Merchandias exported onl g 19,28,066 .. .. Duty 57.304 

British vessels J 

Ditto .. on Foreign ditto .. S. Rsa 17,66,548 .. — 79i702 

S. Rs. *6,94,614 .. .. — 1 , 37,006 


EXTKRNAL 
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IM 
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307 . TIic proportions of the collections, or duties paid, are as under: 

Imports on British vessels r’ 4 * 9* 9|* pci* cent. 

Ditto .. Foreign ditto .. .. .. a* 15. 10, 9J. — 

Exports on British ditto .. .. .. .. a* 2. 15. 6j. — 

Ditto . , Foreign ditto . . . . . . a’ 4. 8. 2;^. — 

as detailed in the following Statements: ^ 


General 
Observations. 
External Trade. 


j ON niiiTisii SHIPS. 

ON FOREIGN SHIPS. 

TOTAL. 

Imports: 

Value of 
JVIerchandize. 

Amount 

Duty. 

Value of 
Mercliandize. 

Amount 

Duly. 

Value of 
Merchandize 

Amount 

Duty. 

Duty 

Free 

Treasure . . 

1 i 

. ' 2,15,61,687 i 

• j 64.39.047 
. j 46,74.218 

9,94,855 

21,91,998 

22,28,156 

3,43,607 

1 

2,37,53,685 

64,39,047 

69,02,374 

13,38,462 


j 3,26,74,95a 

9.94,855 

44,20,154 

3,43,607 

3,07,95,106 

13,38,462 

Exports : 







Duly 

. 19,28,066 

57»3<H 

17,66,548 

79,702 

36,94.614 1 

1,37,006 

Free 

. 4,48,25,716 

— 

17,61,629 

— 

4,65,87,345 i 

— 

Treasure . . 

. 17,51.943 

— 

11,250 

— 

17,63,193 

i — 


4,85,05,725 

57,304 

35,39,427 

79,702 

5,20,45,152 

1,37,006 

GRAND TOTAL . 

. j 8,11,80,677 

1 

1 10,52,159 

79,59,^1 

4>23»3<^9 

8,91,40,258 

14,75,468 


Amount of Duties on Imports by Sea 13.38,462 

Ditto .. ditto Exports by Sea 1,37,006 

S. Rs. 14,75,468 

Amount of Duties collected on Merchandize imported and) 

exported on British ships j 

Amount of Duties collected on Merchandize imported and{ 

exported on Foreign ships J 4 , 23,309 


Total 


. . S. Rs. 14,75,468 
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398 . The comparison in the collection of duties between the two years under con- 
sideration, is an excess in the year 1828-29 of sicca rupees 52 , 543 , made up by an 
increase on Imports of sicca rupees 1 , 29 , 851 , and a decrease on Exportations of sicca 
rupees 77 ^ 308 , as represented in the^muexdd Table : 


1828 - 29 : 

Amount of Government Customs on Imports by Sea 
Ditto . . ditto . . on ^xports by Sea 

1827 - 28 : 

Amount of Government Customs on Imports by Sea 
Ditto . . ditto . . on Exports by Sea 


S.Rs. 13,381462 

. . i, 37 i 006 

14,75,468 


12,08,611 

2,14,314 

14,22,925 


Excess in tlie Revenue of External Commerce of 1828-29 . . S. Rs. 52,543 


399 . Before closing’ our Report on the External Commerce of Bengal, we submit here 
a retrospect of the last ten years, drawing a comparison between the five years last past, 
or the years 1824-25 to 1828 - 2 *.), and tho five years antecedent to that period, or the 
years 1819-20 to 1823 - 24 , the aggr^fate result of which is a decrease in the trade by 
sicca rupees 6 , 41 , 29 , 143 , comprehended in Imports sicca rupees 4 , 56 , 89 , 720 , and on 
Exports, sicca rupees 1 , 84 , 39 , 423 , the illustration of which exhibit is comprised in the 
following Abstract: 


Comparative View of Ten Years Trade, that is, I he Trade of the Years 1819-20 
to 1823 - 24 , comjiared witli that of the Years 1824-25 to 1828 - 29 . 



1 

IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

■ — 

1819-20 

to 

1823 - 24 . 

1824-25 

to 

1828 - 29 . 

1 

M 

1 Decrease. 

1819-20 

1823 - 24 . 

1824-25 

to 

j 1828 - 29 . 

, Increase. 

1 

Decrease 

Europe . . 

10,88,05,442 

9,51,26,089 

1 

1,36,79,353 

14,03,09,180 

;i 5 , 53 » 51,222 

i 

1,50,42,042 

— 

Asia 

7 . 79 .a '-!.304 

7,39,71,996 

— 

39,50,308 

14,28,14,076 

j 10,69,96,229 

— 

3,58,17,84 

Africa 

43,82,234 

19,29,806 


24,52,428 

86,39,258 

71,35.787 

— 

15,03,47 

America .. 

4,55.89,775 

1,99,82,144 


2,56,07,631 

2,30,00,202 

V 

1,17,98,013 

— 

1,12,02, i£ 


23,66,99,755 I 

19,10,10,035 

1 

4.56,89,720 

31,47,62,716 

28,12,81,251 j 

1,50,42,042 

3,34,81,46 


400 . Reducing the above so as to show the progress or decline of each particular trade, 
we subjoin the following Statement: 
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III 


The details of the ab..ve statements are included in the Tables that follow: 
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Austract 



total. 1 

EUROPE. 


Imports : 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. j 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 


1819- flo 

1820- 31 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

i. 75 .a >.977 

4,9445,163 

s, 69 . 03>599 

9 , 68 , 66,535 

9,61,98,443 

4,10,84,679, 

2,40,71,335 

9 , 91 , 49,437 

i, 7 «> 89,383 

1,31,69.214 

5,86,06,647 

4,65,16,498 

4,80,53,036 

4,41,55,917 

3.93.67,657 

93,84,460 

1,99,46,405 

1.59.77,478 

1,90,98,745 

1.63,19,640 

1,98,24,528 

69,20,898 

63 * 43*450 

35.65,876 

5,24,032 

2,92,08,988 

1,91.67,233 

2,13,20,928 
9,26,64,621 
1,68,43,672 j 


Total of Five Years . . 

* • 

»i. 89 . 35 , 7>7 

11,77.64,038 

23,66,99,755 

7,30,26,798 

3,57,78,714 

10,88,05,449 


1834- 25 

1835- 26 .. •• 

1826- 27 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 

2 , 86 , 55 . 9>6 

3,14,98.729 

9,17,60,679 

2,79,97.567 

3,01,99,739 

1,91,42,971 

1,50,^8,005 

1,96,00,159“ 

1,49,01,609 

69.09,374 

4.07,98,187 

3,65.56,734 

3,43,60,839 

4,21,99,176 

3,70,95.106 

I, 87,38,01s 

J, 39 * 75,920 
3,06,16,198 
9,43,48,134 

4.65,989 

5.97,232 

8,28,877 

11,13,091 

7,41.917 

1,91,93,994 

1,43,07,958 

1,48,04,797 

2,17,99,289 

9,50,90.051 


Total of Five Years • • 

4 

13,01,05,693 

6,09,04,412 

i9tto,io,035 

9,13,78,990 

87 * 47*099 

9,51,26,089 


Increase 

Decrease 

1,83,52,269 

7 >,82,356 

89,087 

5,69,48,713 

, 4,56,89,790 

1,83,59,269 

3,20,31,615 

1,36,79,353 


Exports : 

^1819-20 

1820- 21 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

5.43,31,305 

5,68,03,948 

5,35,53.123 

6,18,51,480 

6,05,45,292 

66,47,505 

12,39,363 

1,23,96,395 

51,51,966 

1,32,53,039 

6,09,78,810 

5,80,39,611 

6,59,49,518 

6,70,03,446 

6,37,98,331 

3,57,98,005 ! 

9,46,66,838 

2,14,33,307 

2,97,68,349 

2,32,05,475 

4.106 

1,10,13,500 

8,460 

44,14,340 

2,57.98,005 

2,46,70,944 

3,94,46,707 

3,97,73.709 

2,76,19,815 


Total of Five Years . . 

27,70,84,448 

3,76,78,968 

1 31.47,62,716 

12,48,71.774 

1,54,37,406 

14,03,09,180 


^ 1824-25 
: 1825-26 

1826-27 •- 

* 1827-38 
.1828-29 

5,26,16,355 

5,66,39,999 

5,19,96,319 

5,95,27,104 

5 , 03 , 81,969 

34,91,676 

1,38,704 

11,15,03a 

44,80,987 

17,63,193 

5,61,08,031 

5,67,78,696 

5,3341,351 

6,40,08,091 

5 , 90 , 45,169 

^ 2,83,35,532 

. 3,24,26,116 

1 9,66,88,176 

! 3.33,91.927 

i 2,84,40,396 

1 

2,69,466 

1,005 

3*78*032 

4 i. 79.»99 

12,41,443 

9,86,04,998 

3,94,97,121 

2,70,66,208 

3 , 76 , 71 , 1*6 

9,96,81,769 


Total of Five Years . . 

97,02,91,659 

1,09,89,592 

98,13^81,351 

j 14,99,89,077 

60,69,145 

16 , 53 , 61,222 


Increase 

Decrease 

2,44,10,303 

3,12,03,093 

19,94,5*8 

2,79,13,904 

1,50,49,049 

4,85,23.507 

s,44»io,303 

93,68,261 

1,50,42,042 

\ 
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Austhact. 



ASIA. 

AFRICA. 

AMERICA. 

Mcrrhondize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL, 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

66,31,282 

81,83,280 

79 » 23»917 

61,82,403 

80,40,242 

1,38,01,162 

1,18,92,019 

93.74,688 

77.01.395 

77,91.916 

2,04,32,444 

2,00,75,299 

1,72,98,605 

1,38,83,798 

1,58,32,158 

4,85,713 

8,53.076 

7,01,437 

7.83,906 

5,48,157 

! 2,97,767 
5,00,661 
1,20,871 
82,439 
8,207 

7,83,480 

13.53,737 

8,22,308 

8,66,345 

5,56,364 

10,20,522 

11,62,402 

13,00,767 

8,01,481 

12,90,404 

71,61,913 

47,57,827 

73,10,4*8 

59.39.679 

48,45,059 

81,81,735 

59.90,129 

86,11,195 

67,41,153 

61,35,463 

3,69,61,124 

4,09,61,180 

7,79,22,304 

33.72,289 

10,09,945 

43,82,234 

55,75,576 

j 4,00,14,199! 4,55.89.775 

82,62,072 

66,85,528 

66,80,615 

63,18,007 

49,75.507 

66,57,526 

1,04.59.287 

93,24,442 

1.02,38,301 

43,70,711 

1,49,19,598 

1,71.44,815 

1,60,05,057 

1,65.56,308 

93,46,218 

2,62,827 

2,98,830 

6,01,592 

3,65,846 

1.27,859 

35,859 

1,18,340 

73,791 

33.750 

11,112 

2,98,686 

4,17,170 

6,75.383 

3,99,596 

1,38,971 

14.03,005 

8,03,645 

5.02,552 

6,97,516 

7,41,239 

49,82,904 

38,83,146 

93,73,043 

28,16,467 

17,78,634 

63,85,909 

46,86,791 

28,75,595 

35.13,983 

95.19,866 

3,29,21,729 

4,10,50,267 

7,39,71,996 

16,56,9.54 

2,72,852 

19,29,806 

41,47,950 

1.58,34,194 

1.99,89,144 

40 , 39 f 395 

89,087 

39,50,308 

I 7 ii 5,335 

7.37,093 

24,52,428 

14,27,626 

241,80,005 

9,56,07,631 

2,08,65,368 

2,65,08,286 

2 , 49 tii »273 

2,65,70,891 

a.27,85,875 

64,39,878 

8,86,850 

10,07,985 

51,46,506 

76,91,164 

2,73,05,246 

9,73,95,136 

2,59,19,258 

3.17.17,397 

3.04,77,039 

12,95,240 

11,00,115 

17,45,114 

19,59,780 

15,20,030 

2,07,627 

3,38,407 

3,95,410 

1.47,535 

15,02,867 

14,38,522 

20,70,524 

19,59.780 

16,67,565 

63,72,69a 

45,28,009 

54,63,529 

35,52,560 

30,33,912 

49,500 

Z 

63,79,692 

45.98,009 

55.13,029 

35 , 5 !l 56 o 

30,33,912 

12,16,41,693 

9,11,72,^83 

14,28,14,076 

76,20,279 

10,18,979 

86,39,258 

2,29,50,702 

1 49»500 

2,30,00,202 

2,02,45,789 

2,05,90,651 

a,a7.37.o66 

2,26,87,795 

1,80,61,988 

19,72,299 

74,423 

9,39,000 

85,038 

3,02,250 

2,22,18,018 

2,06,65,074 

2,29.76,066 

2,27,72,833 

1,83,64,238 

6,13,493 

7,44,620 

7,02,214 

13,22,166 

15,09,787 

12,49,981 

59,276 

4,98,000 

2,16,750 

2,19.500 

18,63,474 

8,03,896 

12,00,214 

15.38,916 

17,29,287 

34 , 2 i,. 54 i 

28,78,535 

10,98,863 

21,25,216 

22,69,858! 

4,000 

34,91.541 

28,82,535 

10,98,863 

21,25,216 

22,69,858 

10,43.93,289 

26,72,940 

10,69,96,229 

48,92,280 

22,43,507 

71,35,787 

i.i 7 , 94 ,oi 3 | 

4,000 


1,73.18,404 

1,84,99,443 

3,58,17,847 

1 

27,97.999 

12,24,528 

15,03.471 

n 

45,500 1 

1,12,02,189 


5K2 
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■ COMPARATIVE ABSTRACT STATEMENT of Imports and 

f 

IMPORTS. 




I 819 - 90 . 



1830 - 21 . 


IMPORTS: 

— 

— 

- -- 

— 



-- - 


Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

total. I 


^Utitcd Kingdom 

86 , 33.573 

1,51,55,480 

4,40,89,053 

1,13,40,797 

30,14421 

i. 43 , 35 ,ai 8 


Frince 

3 , 34»245 

10,31,494 

13,65,537 

4,33,183 , 

10,42,070 

14 , 75 . 453 ' 


Hamburgh 

— 

— 

— 

-- 1 

— 

— 


Denmark 

93»994 

1,11,105 

2,05,099 

64,740 

56,250 

i,i 8 ,!) 9 « , 

Sweden 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Portugal ' 

48,601 

17,18,618 

17,67,419 

2,60,984 

44.89,516 

47,50.500 


Holland ’ 

46,343 

— 

46,343 

— 

— 



Gibraltar and Malta ' 

1 

4 ; 47 . 7*4 

15,08,033 

17,55,757 

3,68,701 

3,18,571 

6,87,171 

( 

"America 

1,34,478 

45,96,510 

47,48,788 

1,59,655 

47,48,519 

28,88,174 

• 

BmO 

8,774 

11,77,19*2 

11,85,966 

38.597 

13,54,560 

13,93,157 

1 

South America 

8,79.470 

13,87,511 

22,66,981 

9,64,150 

6,74,748 

16,38,898 


r Coast of Coromandel 

8 , 14,959 

1.15,570 

9,48,549 

6,76,116 

2,15,240 

8,91,35'’ 


Coafit of Malabar 

14,40,548 

3.43,075 : 

15.43,603 

11,06,395 

4,38,854 

13,45,449 


Cost of Sumatra 

4 , 55 ,« 7 a 

6,30,414 

8,85,484 

1,78,706 

3,76,974 

5 > 55 >¥ 


Cejlon 

69,3*4 

18,000 

87,3*4 

1 , 59,355 1 

1 

— 

1,59,3.55 


New South Wales 

9,685 

11,450 

40,935 

61,391 

5.645 

67,018 


Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

11,84,044 ' 

40,41,948 

54,03,954 

14,09,473 

1 44,00,689 

54,09,981 

■ 

\ Penang and Eastward 

3 , 7*,683 

9,70,436 

13,43,119 

9,41,560 

i 5,70,117 

14,91,877 


Java 

3 . 09,'476 

19,09,033 

44,18,509 

4,41,501 

1 4.78,794 

9,40,493 


Manilla 

63,945 

6,65,957 

7,49,904 

64,190 

14,43,611 

i 3 ,o 5 . 8 o> 


China 

40 , 53,884 

50,75,144 

71,49,046 

30,47431 

45,38,564 

75,85,995 


Pegiie 

1,78,144 

60,557 

4,38,681 

4 , 40,993 

33,555 

2 , 44 , 54 * 


^Maldive Islands 

1,03,380 

— 

1,03,380 

98,369 

— 

98,389 ' 


rMauritius 

4,44,059 

4,48,437 

6,74,496 

8,34,400 

3,58,911 

11,91,“* 

.. < 

( Cape of Good Hope 

35.340 

44,433 

79,573 

20,876 

141,750 

1,62,648 


iMoiambique 

6,314 

45,497 

31,611 

— 

— 

— 


1 , 75 , 41,977 

4,10,84,670 

5,86,06,647 

2,24,45.163 

2,40,71,335 

4,65,16.498, 
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Exports to and from Calcutta, by Sea, from the Year 1819-1820 to 1828-1829. 


IMPORTS. 



1821 - 22 . 



1822 - 23 . 



1823 - 24 . 

• 

TOTAL OF FIVE YEARS. 

Merchandize! 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

1 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

1,51,63,856 

16,47,458 

1,68,11,284 

1,80,98,611 

1,70,758 

1,82,69,369 

1,58,62,534 

5 , *4.032 

1,63,86,566 

6,90,79,341 

2,08,12,149 

8,98,91,490 

7 . 42 i 56 « 

23,52,763 

30,9.5,324 

7,20,248 

12,28,744 

1948,992 

3,17,560 

- 

3,17,560 

23,47,797 

56,54,869 

80,02,666 

7.<>36 

- 

7,636 

22,945 

242/50 

47,695 

17,322 

- 

17,322 

2.04,637 

1,92,105 

3.96,742 

63,455 

1 .M 38229 

14,06,684 

2,56,941 

21,41,624 

23,98,565 

— 



6,29,981 

76,92,987 

83,22,968 





— 

— 

— 


- 

26,323 

- 

26,323 




— 

— 

— 

1,22,224 

- 

1,22,224 

7,38,649 

18,26,604 

25,65,253 

<i. 9').477 

50,51,178 

53,41,655 

2,43,013 

50,07,652 

52,50,665 

1,13.824 

13,52,331 

14,66,155 

9,39,247 

1.87,36,190 

1,96,75,437 

75,845 

4,19,283 

4,92,12.5 

50,197 

3.57.743 

4,07.940 

78,271 

10,24,155 

11,02,426 

2,48,681 

43,32,933 

45,81,614 

9,37,448 

18,39,967 

27,77,415 

5,08,271 

5,74,277 

10,82,548 

10,98,309 

24,68,573 

35,66,882 

43,87,648 

69.45,076 

1,13,32,724 

8,87,222 


8,87,221 

7.14,170 

46,480 

7,60,650 

9.34.091 

52,047 

9,86,138 

40,24,557 

4,29,337 

44.53,894 

; 15,51,205 

6,94,901 

52,46,106 

4,76.835 

1,74,450 

6,51,285 

11.43,067 

1,21,747 

12,64,814 1 

54,98.030 

15,53.027 

70,51,057 

1,53,875 

1,8,5,164 

3-09,036 

2,05,387 

1.41,364 

3,46,751 

523,145 

1,78,587 

7,01,732 j 

12,86,382 

1.5,12,299 

27,98,68] 

48,485 

— 

48,485 

1,14,856 

- 

1,14,856 

91,750 

— 

91,750 

! 4,83,770 

18,000 

5.01,770 

6,617 

— 

6,617 

38,113 

97,504 

1,35.617 

32,136 

13,500 

; 45,636 

1 

1,47,942 

1,27,879 

2.75.821 

11,65,155 

24,63,026 

36,25,178 

1648,853 

22,05,865 

38,54,718 

13,05497 

11,12,824 

1 

1 24,18,321 

65,07,799 

1,40,04,332 

1 

2,05,12,131 

4,88,776 

9,94,976 

14.83,752 

6.46,334 

7,17.139 

13,63473 

10,20,156 

6,02,326 

1 16,22,482 

34,49,509 

38,54,994 ; 

1 

73.04.503 

6,46,294 

9.50,770 

15,97.064 

5.55,691 

13,29.77* 

18,85,463 

9,37,620 

. 6,52,028 

15,89,648 

28,90,582 

53,20 , :)95 

82,10,977 

85,460 

1,52,570 

2,35.030 

44,187 

3,69.775 

4,13,962 

22,064 

.5,86,110 

1 6,08,174 

2,74,846 

1 

30,18,023 

32,92,869 

22,88,959 

39.33,281 

65,22,540 

12,03,310 

26,19,046 

38,49,356 

15,84,680 

44,37.747 

1 60,22,427 

1,02,05,262 

2,06,03,782 

3,08,09,044 

4,54,403 

— 

4,54,403 

3,58.624 

— 

3.58,624 

3 , 32 , 7^>2 1 

35.000 

3,67,762 

15,44.906 

1,19.112 

16,64,018 

■ 1,83,473 

— 

1,83,473 

149.043 

— 

1,49,043 

1,13,274 j 

- 

1,13,274 

6,47,539 

— 

6,47,539 

647,448 

1,03,900 

7.51,348 

6 , 93,572 

79,439 

7,73,011 

4 , 00,334 

8,207 

4.08,541 

30.17,613 

7,78.694 

37,96,307 

i 34,066 

13»220 

47,286 

80,014 

3.000 

86,014 

147,823 i 

- 

1,47,823 

3,18,119 

2,02,203 

5,20,322 

: 19,923 

3,751 

23,674 

10,320 

— 

10,320 


— 

- 

36,547 

29,048 

65,605 

59,03,599 

2 , 31 , 49,437 

4,80,53,036 

2,68,66,535 

1,72,89,382 

4 , 4 i, 5 i’> 9‘7 

2.61,98,443 

1,31,69,214 

' ! 

3,93,67,657 1 

11.89.35.717 

1 

1 1,77,64,038 1 

‘ 3 , 66 , 99,755 
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1624 - 25 . 

1825 - 26 . 

1826 - 27 . 

- 


1827 - 28 . 


Merrhandize. 

Treasuro. 

i 

TOTAL. , 

Meivhandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Trcoauro. 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

1,76,07,786 

13,250 

1,76,91,036 

1,28,68,606 

..56,978 

1,30,95,584 

1,98,58,348 

20,180 

1,98,78,598 

1,89,91,756 

73,620 

1.90.65.376 

9,84,663 

l» 70>.532 

i 1 i 55>195 

7.66,985 

4,37.914 

12,049899 

7.56,177 

6,30,779 

13.86,949 

13,83,990 

9,98,546 

93.H.466 




— 

— 

- 

- 

1,84,608 

— 

1,84,608 

73.919 

— 

73.911 

50 ..'i 40 

23,000 

73,540 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 


" 

10,138 


10,138 

,33,863 

- 

39,863 

99.555 

— 

29,555 

79.499 


79.435 

74,885 

2„59.200 

3,34,085 

42,272 

2,340 

44,619 

55414 

1.77.925 

«, 33..339 

87,118 

1,10,925 

1 , 96 .'' 4 I; 




— 

- 

- 

91.818 

— 

91,818 

• 

- 

"" 


18,09,639 

21,10,307 

3 , 74.661 

33,18.910 

36.99,871 

1.99.345 

9,64,640 

11,63,985 

4,54,619 

17,91,917 

91 , 75 , 91 ) 

59.756 

8,70,535 

9.23,291 

140 

1,64,695 

1,64,765 

9,561 

1,03,895 

1,06,386 

80,576 

10,75,000 

11 , 55 . 57 * 

10 . 4^,574 

93.09,737 

33 . 5 a» 3 ii 

4,98,844 

4,00,311 

8.99,155 

3,00,646 

13,04,578 

16,05,994 

1,69,398 

20,250 

1,85,579 

1 

P» 28.741 

94,68,909 

33.97.643 

8.16,993 

44.88,580 

53,04.873 

8,85,797 

71,400 

9 , 57,197 

4 , 90,933 

61,877 

4,83,810 

>9.97.394 

2,71,120 

19,98,444 

4.99.634 

1 , 59.453 

6,59,087 

7,50,080 

24 «. 4 a 5 ' 

9,90,505 

4,34,651 

150 

4 . 34 .®®* 1 

1 2,32.726 

33.098 

9,65,894 

3,64,113 

9,36.719 

5.00.839 

1,55.419 

- 

1,55419 

9,16,160 

34.961 

2 , 51|121 

i 3,39,215 

10,000 

3 , 49 »a »5 

9,19,141 


9,19,141 

KVtAYo 

- 

1,57.475 

9,19,313 

— 

2 , 19 . 3>3 

11-953 


ii »953 

78,461 

9.'75 

87.636 

19,935 

89,305 

94,540 

9,95,467 

69,083 

2 , 94 » 5 .'i® 

12,56.510 

5.63,371 

18,19,883 

19,48,559 

10,04,786 

99,53,338 

6,98,673 

4,57,603 

11,56.276 

19,66,807 

8,60,941 

21,37,04'i 

14,49.474 

4 , 49,590 

i 839 P»o 64 

4.77.500 

i,43.»48 

6,90,548 

6,13,836 

4,09,117 

10,15.953 

3,65.980 

1,68,693 

5.34.803 

6,78,049 

48,245 

7.26,294 

7.95.351 

9,08,979 

9.34.393 

9,84,890 

5,30,414 

15.15.304 

5,06,371 

4,86,338 

9.921709 

1.96,346 

2 » 24,125 

4.20,471 

75.844 

1,330 

77.064 

22,162 

49.998 

72,090 

39,486 

14.549 

54 »®.)o 

1.5,82,165 

24,09,011 

39.91,176 

i 9 . 33.>07 

41,54,801 

60,87,908 

19,01,720 

16,53.999 

35,55.012 

91,70,668 

64,18,097 

85,o8,wyj 

.3,91,481 

1,80,064 

5 i 7 l .645 

9 . 04 .J 53 

59,533 

9,56,686 

4,15.813 

58.36,958 

62,52,771 

3,50,893 

91,94,959 

24,75, 145 

1 nl 278 

1,68,086 

— 

1,68,086 

'. 57.379 

— 

1.57.379 

89,585 

- 

82,585 

1,01,978 



1,19.075 

35,859 

1 , 54.934 

1,99.569 

1,18,340 

3,10,909 

4.93,389 

79.791 

5,66,180 

341.985 

33.750 

3,75,735 

23 , 8 (il 

i, 43 , 7.‘12 

— 

1 , 48)752 

1,06,268 

- 

1,06,968 

1,08,903 

1,000 

1,09,203 

93,861 



- 

- 

- , 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 






2,86,55,916 

1,21,42,371 

4,07,98,187 

9,14.98.799 

1 1 , 5 ®, 58,005 

3,65.56,734 

9,17.60,679 

1,96,00*153 

3.43,60,839 

9,79,97.567 

142,01,609 

4 , 91 , 99 ,'!* 
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1828 * 29 . 


TOTAL OF FIVE YEARS. 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 



McreliandiKfi. 

Treaiure. 

TOTAL. 

Mercimndize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees. 

iM POUTS: 


4,41,81,707 

0,48,101 

4,94,49,808 

8,4,5,08,903 

5 , 12,129 

8.50,30,334 

— 

48,71,158 

United Kingdom ' 


I 7 .> 0 i 43 + 

4,93,816 

22,04,250 

.56,03,179 

26,61,580 

83,63,759 

2,61,093 

— 

France .. * 


3 , 73)232 

- 

3,73,232 

6,31,75s 

- 

6,31,753 

6,31.752 


Hainburgl) . , |^ 


— 

- 

— 

50,540 

23,000 . 

73,540 


3,23,202 

Denmark .. 


82,761 

- 

82,761 

3,34.809 

- 

3,34,809 

3,34.809 

— 

t * 

Sweden 

/ Euhoi’k. 


- 

— 

3,59.689 

5,50,390 

8,10,079 

- 

75,19,889 

Portugal 


— 

— 

— 

- 



- 

9 fi.;i 23 

Holland 



— 

— 

91,818 


91,818 

- 

24 ) 73,435 

Gibralter and Malta , 


4 ^ 3.>07 

15,67,989 

20,21,096 

17,89,400 

93 , 74,688 

1,11,64,088 


85,11,349 

America , , . • “] 


— 

- 

— 

1,36.033 

92,13,985 

43,50,018 


23,31,596 

Brazil 

^America. 

3 , 88,145 

3,10,645 

4,98,770 

22,22,517 

42,45,521 

64,68,038 


48,64,686 

South America 


3,99,669 

1,31,561 

5,31,130 

34,51,363 

74,44,340 

1,06,73.583 

64,19,689 

— 

Coast of Coromandel 


5 . 86,354 

3,12,287 

7,98,641 

33.91,043 

8,83,435 

41,74478 

1 ”” 

38,76,579 

Coast of Malabar 


— 

— 

— 

8,68,418 

3,04,778 

11,73,196 

1 

1 “■ 

16,35,485 

Coast of Sumatra 


33 .> 7 » 

— 

33,170 

9,61,314 

10,000 

9,71,314 

4,69,544 

- 

Ceylon 


45,088 

— 

45,088 

3,53,904 

1,60,563 

5.13,767'i 2,37,946 

— 

New South Wales 


4,93.981 

2,84,300 

7,78,481 

49,64,535 

31,70,301 

81,34,836 

1 

1 "" 

1,3,3.77.305 

Arabian and Persian Gulfs . . 

) Asia. 

11 , 55.337 

4,93.533 

16,48,760 

40,69,017 

16,57.111 

57,19.138, - 

15,85.37.5 

Penang and Eastward 

1 , 3 . 5,117 

15,828 

1 , 40,945 

30,19,778 

19,89,797 

43,09.575! - 

39 , 01,403 

Java 


6,960 

24,750 

31,710 

3,40,798 

3.14,573 

6,55,370, - 

36 ,;t 7,499 

Manilla 


16,63,541 

13,80,307 

30,43.838 

93,51,181 

1.60,15438 

2,52,66,619; — 

55,43435 

China 


3,97.146 

18,28,145 

39,45,491 

17.59,486 

1,00,31,954 

1,17,81,438; 1,01,17,440 

- 

Pegue 


89,374 

- 

89,374 

6,98,703 

- 

5,98,709 


48,837 

Maldivc Islands 


1,1,5,398 

6,500 

,. 31.798 

13,63,309 

9,67,440 

15,29,549 

_ 

44,66,758 

Mauritius 

1 

13,561 

4,613 

17.173 

3,94,645 

5,613 

4,00,257 

- 

1,20,065 

Cape of Good Hope 

r 

^Africa. 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65,605 

Mosarobique J 

1 

3411,93,734 

§ 9 . 03,374 

3.70.95.106 

1 

13.01,05,633 

6.09,04,413 

19,10.10,035 

1,81,73,353 

6,38,61,973 
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1 

1819 - 20 . 


1820 - 21 . 


1 

EXPORTS: 

Mercbandize. 

Treuure. | 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 




— 

3,34,33,795 

3,07,39,084 

4«1o6 

3,07,33.190 


prince 

11,61,961 

— 

11,61,961 

15,11,637 

- 

15,11,637 


jjlamburgh 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 



6 | 84 . 7 !I 3 

— 

6,84,733 

54,145 

— 

54.145 

lill’ROPE 

|weden 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- ' 


f*ortugal 

mm 

- 

9 . 99»504 

22,18,168 

- 

22,18, i6i 


Holland 

1,04,320 

- 

1,04,320 

— 

— 

— ' 


1 

Gibraltar and Malta 

4,14.70a 

- 

4,14,703 

1,53,804 

— 

1,53,8(4' 


America 

45,86,438 

— 

45,86,438 

19.35,079 

- 

19,35.079: 

1 

Ameuica { 


10,60,412 

- 

10,60,412 

6,47,938 

- 

647,918 

1 

1 


7,05.843 

- 

7,35,843 

19.55.002 

— 

19 , 55,001 


*^oa 8 t of Coromandel 

11,38,233 

35,48,584 

46,76,816 

11,63,330 

90,000 

18 , 53 , 13 “ 


Coait of Malabar 

41-48.874 

— 

41,48,874 

35,35,695 

- 

35,35,695 


Coast of Sumatra 

5,85,465 

- 

5,85,465 

3,66,140 

-■ 

3,66,140 


Ceylon 

1 . 7 M 37 

- 

1,71,437 

41,613 

— 

41,611 


i^ilew South Woles 

5,86,778 

- 

5,86,778 

3,13,187 

- 

3 ,I 3 ,i 81 i 


1 Arabian and Persian Gulfs 

50,50,985 

— 

50,50,985 

,36,71,131 

— 

36,71, > 3 " 

Asia 

: Penang and Eastward 

8,86,613 

2>ss,588 

11,09,300 

33,53.718 

2,86,500 

36,39,11' 


Java 

35,18,604 

- 

35,18,604 

30,84,783 

2,14,200 

32,98,98'; 


Manilla 

3,80,398 

- 

3,80,398 

3,44461 

- 

3,444" 1 


fchina 

a 37.736 

26,65,331 

80,93,067 

1,37,30,376 

2,96,150 

1,30,26,518 


r 



49,785 

3.375 

53,160 

95,443 

- 

95483 


^Maldive Islands .. .. 

30,563 

- 

30,563 

20,511 

— 

80,111 


1 Aanritius 

7,66,809 

2,07,637 

9.63,436 

7 . 47.500 

3.36,407 

10,85,987 

Africa 

1 ]!ape of Good Hope . . • • » • 

6,35,660 

-- 

5,35,560 

3.52.615 

- 

3 , 53 . 6'5 


( Ifosambique 

13,871 

— 

13,871 

— 

— 



i 

1 

5.43,31,305 

6647,505 

6,09,78,810 

6,68,03,348 

13,39,363 

6 , 8 o, 3 »-«" 
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1821 . 22 . 

1822 - 23 . 


1823 . 24 . 

Merehandiu. 

Tleasure. TOIAI. 

Merchuidiae. 

Treuure. total. 

Merehandite. 

Treasure. 

1,89,68,752 

1,10,13,500 2,99,82,252 

2,42.29,515 

5460 2,42,34,975 

2,28,40,796 

44,14,340 

12,21,417 

— 12,21417 

2 >,78423 

— 21,78,423 

3,00,506 

— 


— 

91.057 

— 9>,057 

. - 

- 

— 

. — 

- 

— “ 


— 

4,58,356 

— 4.58,356 

35.44.959 

- 95,44.959 

- 

- 

— 

— — 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

7.84,682 

— 7,84,682 

7.24.295 

- 7.24.295 

64,>73 

— 

38.53.916 

49,500 39 » 03 . 4 i 6 

30,63,019 

- 30,63,019 

19,95,000 

- 

ii 45 . 73 a 

- 145.732 

2,01,226 

9,01,996 

6,00,137 

— 

14,64,261 

— 14.64,261 

2,88,315 

— 9,88,315 

>2,08,775 

— 

iai 35 iOi 5 

- 12,35.015 

9.01,704 

31,29.268 40,30,972 

23,83,568 

23,46,376 

18,82,161 

— 18,82,161 

91,01,588 

20,06,753 41.08,341 

13,61,140 

23,40,835 

5,26,291 

3 , 5 i.>oo 8,77,991 

445,968 

- 4,45,968 

2 , 21,347 

29,500 

».M ,455 

— 1,14,455 

>> 34 . 57 > 

- >, 34 , 57 > 

2,93,107 

- 

2,56,368 

— 2,56,368 

2,85,474 

5.985 2 , 9>459 

- 


47 » 40 , 9 oa 

— 47,40,902 

34,64404 

— 34.64,404 

1 34 , 15,697 

- 

25 , 20,349 

3,10,750 28,31,099 

98,90,908 

4,500 28,95,408 

29,08,094 

7.89.750 ; 

20,81,562 

45,000 21,36,569 

27,24.487 

— 97,94,487 

16,89,333 

87.750 ' 

8,90,105 

- 8,90,105 

2,62,910 

— 2,69,910 

1,11,552 

- I 

1,02,05,138 

3,01,935 1,05,06,373 

>,30,74,663 

— >,30,74,663 

1,00,55.130 

21,03,953 

3,77,811 

- 3.77,811 

3 , 02,735 

— 3 . 09.735 

3,63,062 

- 

81,116 

— 81,116 

5>,479 

- 5>.479 

53.945 

- 

13,06,455 ! 

3 , 25 , 4 >o 16,31,865 

>0,73,843 

— >0,73,843 

9,07,861 

1,47.535 

4 » 38,659 

- 4,38,659 

8,83,557 

- 8,83,557 

6,19,169 

- 


— — 

2,380 

— 9,380 

— 

— 

1 5,35,53,123 

>.23,96,395 6 , 5949 , 5>8 

6,18,51,480 

6 >, 5>,966 6,70,03,446 

5,05,45,292 

1 

1,22,53,039 1 


TbTAL OF FIVE YEARS. 

1 

TOTAL. TMmu.. total. 

,78.55, >36 «Ot98^94s >,54,37.406 >2,46,38,348 
3,00^06 63 , 7$944 — 63,73,944 

_ -4 - - 

— 8,t|i92£ — 8,29,925 


62,20,9871 

>,04,320! 

21,41,656 


12,25,000 

6,00,137 

>2,08,775 


62,^987 

i,«4W20 

2141^656 

>, 4 ^ 63)452 

26,85,055 

56,4»,>95 

68,^749 

>, 20 ,it ^8 

204tj,211 

6,Cfj|ii82 

>3,^807 

2,0343019 

1,14,88681 

1,20,981768 

18,89326 

5 ,> 4 .g 8 o 43 

11,81,836 

2,33613 

47,9»,468 

28,19,560 

■ 4251 


9>,>4,228 

4347,588 

3,73,500 


16,14,088 

3,46,950 

53,66,669 

3.395 

>0,18,979 


>47,02,952 1 I 

26,55,055' 
56,42,195 I 

>,59,25,977 

>,63,67,046 1 

24,>8,7>i 

6,85,182 

>3,46,792 

2,03,43,019 

>,31,02,769! 

I 

>,2445.718 

>8,89,326 
5,68«12' 
>1,92,211 ! 
2,37,613 

58,10,447: 
28,12,560 ' 
16,251 ! 


27,70,84448 , 3,76,78,268 3>, 47, 62,716 


CoHiinued on next 
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Mcrcliwdue. TrtMurt* TOTAl. Merchindice. T^wmiie. TOTAL. Meithindixe. Twmum. TOTAL. Merchandiie. Tmmuw. Total, 


.,67^0,9.3 

itt, 4>446 

448,10,895 48 

» 6 | 09 . 3 S. — 

.,98,10,943 

16,09,331 

347,45,131 

15,39,656 

3 . 78 .« 3 » 

..6..»3i>63 

>6.39.656 

3,04,80,380 

36986,304 

41,65,699 

13,500 

3,45,85,979 

26,99,804 

148,961 

81,663 — 

1,13,538 — 

.1,663 

i.13i5.8 

1 , 31,449 

— 

>,• 1.449 

91,477 

- 

91.477 

1 e.KvAAn 


ti 01 onn 




i.ofi.866 


HUM 


6,64,318 16,87,548 


a7»l3>344 3ip47»97a 

33181,588 13 , 33,340 

6,a8,6o6 7,47,640 

5 , 10,309 

>.00.59.323 I 85,650 i,oi44,97fl 1,01,90,583 

5,03,198 I 1,035 5,44,333 13,80,311 


- 31,47,973 31,86,501 — 31,86,501 33,63,431 

3,000 13,34,340 10,40,556 3,00,000 1340,556 11,38,076 

- 7,47,640 8,83,194 — 8,83,194 7,75,033 


88,500 1,03,13,083 

1,38.14,8.x 

39,000 1,38,53,831 

146.93.341 

33,750 13.13.96> 

I4.44.145 

- 14,44,1*5 

9.69.16, 


81,775 i»47.7«.>^7 


4,08,083 I 13,40,981 I 17,^063 
00 


59,376 4,71,608 


4 , 95,360 1044,389 11 , 49,300 

2,640 1^6,835 i,7«i866 


34,91,676 5,61,08,031:5,66,39,9** 1*38,704 5,67,78,636 5,i«»36,3i9 11,15,039 5**341,351 5 , 95 , * 7, 104 44,80,987 
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0 

Compifative Abstract of Imports aod Export!— coatmuai. 

EXPORTS— contMtfcii 


1828 - 29 . 

TOTAL OF FIVE YEARS. 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 


Merthandiu. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Morebandiie. 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees. 

EXPORTS: 

«, 57.66.464 

l 2 , 4 Ji 443 

2,70,07,907 

13,72,04,387 

60,54,688 

14,3*, 58,915 

1,86,20,567 

— 

United Kingdom 


! 3 .* 7.>07 

- 

23,87,107 

94.46,843 

13 i 500 

94.60,343 

30,86.399 

— 

France 


— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Hamburgh 



- 

— 

1,60,634 

— 

1,60,624 

^ — 

6,69,301 

Denmark 


Ii 74 i 3 » 

- 

1 . 74 , 3*2 

5,00,776 

- 

5,00,776 

5,00,776 

— 

Sweden 

^ Europe. 


-- 

1 . 1 M 33 

16,11,279 

- 

16,11,279 

— 

46,09,708 

Portugal 


- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 . 04)320 

Holland 


- 

- 

- 

3,58,328 

957 

3.59.985 


17,82,371 

Gibraltar and Malta 


16.01.63j 

— 

16,01,632 

88 , 54,003 

4,000 

88,58,003 


58,44,950 

America 


5.C8.6J1 

- 

5,68,621 

19.43,614 

— 

1943.614 

— 

7,11441 

Brazil 

America. 

99.60s 

— 

99.605 

9.96,397 

- 

9,96,397 

- 

46,45.798 

South America 


6.51.207 

- 

6,51,227 

6 ? 73 i 7376 

18,77,679 

78,09,054 


81,16,923 

Coast of Coromandel 


17.09,272 

- 

17,09,272 

82,61,948 

4)500 

82,66,448 


81,00,598 

Coast of Malabar 


- 

- 

— 

4295)347 

9,548 

6,04,895 


19,13,816 

Coast of Sumatra 


29,286 

— 

29,286 

3.06,42s 

- 

3,06,422 


3.78,760 

Ceylon 


76,585 

— 

76,585 

4.50,746 

8,875 

4,59.621 


8,87,171 

New South Wales 


17.98.927 

— 

17.98,927 

1,21,00,165 

1)013 

1,21,01,178 

— 

82,41,841 

Arabian and Persiali Gulfs . . 


28,66,083 

3 » 02,350 

31.68,333 

87.48,643 

5.04,250 

92,52,893 

— 

38,49,876 

Penang and Eastward 

i Asia. 

1,74,299 

— 

1.74.399 

32,07,66s 

1 

— 

32,07,663 


92,38,0.56 , 

Jaro .. .. 


— 

- 

— 

9,50,317 

3)375 

9,53,692 


9,35,634 

Manilla 


97.69,876 

- 

97.69.876 

5,85,24.943 

2,28,925 

6,87,, 53,868 

18,94,158 

1 

China 


9 i 35 ,i 62 

- 

9 , 35 >i 62 

51,51,848 

34)775 

51,86,623 

39,94412 

1 

1 

Pegue 


51,271 

- 

51.271 

1,93,873 

— 

1,93,873 

- 

43,740 

Maidive Islands 


>3,84,550 

Sii 9 i 500 

16,04,050 

39.63.293 

22,31,867 

61,95,160 

3)84.713 

— 

Mauritius . . . . , . 

j 

1,25,237 

— 

1.25,237 

9,28.987 

11,640 

940.627 

- 

18,71,933 

Cape of Good Hope 

1 Africa. 


— 




— 

— 

16,251 

Mosambique j 

54 > 2 , 8 i ,559 

17.63.193 

5 , 9 (M 5 ,i 6 < 

27 ,« 2 , 9 i ,659 

1.09,89.592 

28,12,81,251 

2,84,81,023 

6,19,62488 
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4 

Internal Trade. 

401. The review of the Internal Trade of Bengal for the year 1828-29, presents an 
aggregate of sicca rupees 6,74,12,763, which, compared with the amount of the transac- 
tions of the preceding year, is a deficiency of sicca rupees 32,17,824. 

402. Of the above amount. Importations involved sicca rupees 5,33,29,946; and 
Exports sicca rupees 1,40,82,817. The comparison with the year 1827-28 bebg a 
decrease of the former of sicca rupees 6,60,288, and of tlie latter sicca rupees 25,57,536. 

403. The transactions with the Honourable Company’s possessions, in the year under 
consideration, were to the value of sicca rupees 6,54,97,881, contained in Imports, sicca 
rupees 5,18,40,90^1 ; and in Exports, sicca rupees 1,^16,56,972 ; comprehending the 
value of the Honourable Company’s investments in Imports, sicca rupees 2,31,81,313; 
and the private trade, in Imports, sicca rupees 2,86,59,596 ; and Exports, sicca rupees 
1,36,56,972. With the Nawab Vizier's dominions our intercourse has been, in Imports, 
sicca rupees 9,96,992 ; and in Exports, sicca rupees 4,13,928. With the Mahratta 
States, on Imports, sicca rupees 1,80,091 ; with Cashmere, sicca rupees 2,78,332 in 
Imports ; with Nepaul and Bootan, in Imports, sicca rupees 8,511 ; and in Exports, sicca 
rupees 10,678; and with Assam, in Imports, is sicca rupees 25,111 ; and in Exports, 
sicca rupees 1,239. 'Fheso particulars are represented in the following Statement. 


INTERNAL 

COMMERCE 

or 

1828 - 29 . 


HONOURABLE 
COMPANY’S TRADE. 


Nabob Vizier’s Dominions — — I 

Mahratta Provinces . . — — 

Cashmere — — 

Nepaul and Dootan — — 

Assam •— — 

Amount of Tiwle ini a, ,,, 

18 * 8-49 .. - 

Amount of Trade ini 


Decrease’ . . 


PRIVATE TRADE. 


Imports. 

Exports. TOTAL. 

Imports. 

a. 86 , 59,596 

», 36^,6,979 4 .* 3 .t 6,568 

5,18,40,909 

9.96.99* 

4,13,9*8 14,10,940 

9,96.99* 

1,80,091 

— 1,80,091 

1,80,091 

9.78.33* 

— *,78,339 

*,78,33* 

8.511 

10,678 19,189 

8 . 5 " 

25.HI 

1,»39 *6,350 

* 5,111 

3,01,48,633 

1,40,8*, 817 4 , 4 *> 3>,450 

5.33,99,946 

3,81,31,634 

‘, 66 , 40,353 4 , 87,7*, 987 

5739 » 90,334 

19,83,001 

96 , 67,636 45,40,537 

6,60,388 


Net Decrease in the year 1838-29 . , 
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404. The fluctuations of the year^ comparing tho results with the value of the opera- 
tions of the year 1827-28j are as follows : 



IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 


Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Honourable Company's Trade 

13 .« 9 . 7>3 

— 

— 


Private Trade 

— 

90,15,398 


^ 93,46,494 

Hon. Company’s Dominions 

13,22,713 

90,15,398 

— 

93 , 46,*94 

Nabob Vizier’s Dominions 

36,633 

— 

— 

1,91,964 

Mahratta Provinces 

— 

1.30,455 

— 


Cashmere 

1,22,515 

— 

— 


Ncpaul and Bootan 

— 

8,393 

— 

4.347 

Assam ‘ 

12,007 

— 

— 

14,931 

Total . . . . S. R*. 

« 4 , 93.888 

ai, 54,»76 

— 

25,57,536 

Deduct Increase . • 

14.93.888 

— 

— 



6,60,288 

— 

95.57.536 



Add . . 

6,60,388 


Net Decrease in 1828-29 . . 

32,17,834 


405. The details of tho fluctuations are exhibited in the following Statement of the 
Imports and Exports of the year under review, with the results compared with the ope- 
rations of the previous year, the balance of which will be found to be a decrease of sicca 
rupees 32,17f824 in the year 1828-29, as already stated. 
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^407- The amount of Duties, or Custom-house Revenue, received at the Presidency in 
the year under review, in the Internal Trade, amounted to sicca rupees 4,32,7^>0, being 
sicca rupees 26,260 less than the collections of the previous year. The Duties on the 
External Trade, as already shown, have been sicca rupees 15,02,789, giving the aggregate 
of collections at the Presidency, in the sum of sicca rupees 19,35,539, on sicca rupees 
27,651 1 increased upon the gross receipts of the year 1827-28. 

408. The collections have been subjected to reduction in the present year by drawbacks, 
refunds, and office or establishment charges, in the sum of sicca rupees 6,14,023, which 
taken from the amount of receipts, leaves the net Presidency Custom-house Revenue at 
sicca rupees 13,21,516, compared with the results of the previous year, k a deficiency of 
sicca rupees 38,999, which is accounted for in the following Illustration ; viz. 


EXTbllNAL 
AND 1^TKR^AI. 
COMMKRCI<:. 


Bengal. 

Duties and 
Customs. 


Comparison of the Collections on the External Trade— -Increase 
Ditto . . ditto . . on Internal Trade— Decrease 


53,911 

2G,26 o 


Increase of Collections . . S.Rs. 


Comparison of Drawback — Increase 
Ditto . . of Office Charges — Decrease 
Ditto . . of Refunds of Duty 


79*801 

.. 11,561 
. . 1,500 

13,151 


Comparison of Payments — Increase 
Deduct Increase Collections 

Comparative Decrease of Collections 


S.RB. 


66,650 

87*651 


27,651 


38,999 


particularixed in the following Statement ; 
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'' 409 . The net amount of Revenue derived from Customs* Collections, throughout the 
places comprehended in the Report of the Extenial and Internal Commerce of Bengal, 
for the year under consideration^ is sicca rupees 49 , 65 , 818 , as exhibited in the following 
Statement ; luz. 


External Commerce : — 

Amount of Duties on Imports and Exports 
Town Duties 


Bond Rowanahs, &c. 

Confiscations 

Miscellaneous 


Internal Commerce : — 

Collections on Calcutta Imports and Exports 
Ditto Town Duty . . 

Ditto on Fees on Bonds, &c. 

Ditto Moffec and Exchange Rowanahs. . 

Ditto Fees on MofFee and Exchange Rowanahs 
received from Individuals 
Ditto Confiscations 
Ditto Miscellaneous 

Ditto lletrenchment, for Leave of Absence 
Collections in the Interior 

From which deduct. 

Drawbacks paid at Calcutta 

Duties refunded 


14,00,746 

62,620 

9 i 

24,121 ' 


Charges attending the Collections in Calcutta 
Custom-house . . . . • . 

And In the Internal fixed Allowances: Office 
Establishments ; including Contingencies 


1,88,532 

1,82,461 

4,129 

40,508 

14.503 

35 

2,186 

396 

42,78,710 

3.23,635 

4,682 

2,85,706 

6,34.408 


15.02,789 


47,11,460 


3.28,317 


9.20,114 


62,14,249 


Net Revenue from Customs in 1828-29 . . S. Rs. 


12,48,431 

49,65,818 
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Customs. 


410 . The revenue derived from the several Custom-houses, and the fluctuations to 
which each has been subject, arc exemplified iii the following Statement : 

Comparative Statement of Gross Collections of Government Customs and 
Town Duties, &c. for 1827-28 and 1828 - 29 . 


Lower Provinces. 

1 

1827 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

t 

Increase. , 

Decrease. 

Calcutta 

19,07,888 

19 . 35,539 

j 27,651 ' 

— 

Dacca 

3 .a 3 . 47 <> 

3,96,904 

1 — 

27,272 

ChittaTODg 

Hoogmy 

26,635 

23.575 

— 

3,060 

2 ,i 7 i 397 

2,11,154 

— 

6,243 

Moorshedabad 

4.56441 

4.60,152 

4.711 

— 

Cuttack 

14.645 

13,781 

— 

864 

Patna 

2.69,373 

2 , 39.733 

! 

39,641 


3s.14.655 

31,80,137 

39,36a 

67,080 
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Duties and 
Customs 


Upper Provinces. 


Mirzaporc 

Benares . . 

Gliazcepore 

Allahabad 

Cawnpore 

Agra . . 

Bareilly 

Furruckabad 

Meerut 

Banda 

Goruckpore 

Etnwali 

Mooradabad 

Allyghur 

Calpcc 


Grand Total . . 



18 S 7 - 28 . 

1828 - 29 . 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


3 . ‘3,673 

3.05,079 


8.694 


1,85,040 

1,70,622 

— 

‘4,418 


1,84,987 

‘,8.3,923 

— 

1,064 


‘,54,768 

‘,62,123 

7»355 

— 


2,10,623 

2, .56, 074 

45*451 

— 


14,12,701 

14,22,291 

9*590 

— 


‘, 54,597 

1,68,281 

13,684 

— 


1,26,192 

1,41,864 

15*672 

— 

• • • 

2,36,421 

‘,77,237* 


59*148 

• • • 

6,928 

5.436 


1,492 

• • • 

8,86q 

9.066 

204 

— 

.. ■ 2,775 

3,359 I 

! 584 

— 

S, 3»5 1 

7,321 ; 


894 

.. I U),8i3 

“,736 ; 

923 

7,603 

.. ' 17 , 2 <J 7 j 

9,664 1 

— 

1 

! 30,33,862 

30,34,112 j 

93,463 

93.213 

. S.Rs.j 

1 

62,48,717 ; 

62,14,249 1 

1 

1,25,825 

‘,60,293 

Deduct Increase . . 

1,25,825 

Net Decrease in 1828-29 

. . S. Us. 

34,468 


411 . The comparative result of the Revenue derived from Customs is a decrease 
of sicca rupees 46 , 857 , in the year 1828 - 2 ^), as below ; viz. 



18 ’ 27 . 28 . 1 

1828 - 29 . 

Receipts on External Commerce 

Town Duties and other Receipts 

14,48,878 

45,97,650 

2,72,189 

15.02,789 

44,67,242 

2,44,218 

1. 

Deduct Drawbacks and Charges 

62,48,717 

12,36,042 

62,14,249 

12,48,431 

Deduct . . 

50,12,675 

49,65,818 

j 49,65,818 

Decrease in 1828-39 . . . . S. Rs. 

46,857 



412 . The followhig Statement presents a comparison of the aggregate of the External 
and Internal Trade of Bengal, between the years 1827-28 and 1828 - 29 , the result of 
which is a decrease of sicca rupees 17 , 27 , 339 , namely. 


A B reported to the Resident of Delhi, wlio includes them with the Delhi collections* 
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Decrease in Commerce of 1828-29 . . . . | i7>27,339 
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RECAPITULATION. 

External Trade The comparative difference between the Importa- 
tions of the two years under consideration, is a decrease in the 

Increase. 

1 Decrease. 

1 

1 

year 1828-29, of 

The comparative -difrercnce between the Exports of the 
two years under consideration, is a decrease in the year 

1 

“ 32*18, i7<> 

1 

1828-29, of 

47i08,655 

— 

Internal Trade on Imports, ditto 

s — 

6,60,288 

Ditto on Exports, ditto 

— 

25,57.536 


47*08.655 

64.35,994 


Deduct . . . . 47»o8,6r,.5 


Deficiency on the Value of Commerce . . S. Rs. i7)‘^7»339 


Collection of Cufttom-liousc Duties, decrease in the year 1838-29, as) ^ 
shown in paragraph 423 . . . . . . . . . ) ‘ 


4thH57 


Calcutta, Board of Cubtoms, 
Sait and Opium, 

‘list December 1829. 


(Signed) 


G. Chester. 
II. Sargent. 
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REPORT ON THE EXTERNAL AND INTERN AL COMMERCE 

OF MADRAS, 

For the Year [H'27-'2H. 


To the President and Meinhcrs of the Board of Revenue. 

Gemxi;mkn : 

1 . I HAVK the honour to forward hereu iih the .Slalenients of iln* 1 'rado of the Madras 
Territories, for the official Year IH 27 -‘ 2 S; made out in the forms directed to bLM)hserved 
by your Secretary's Letter, of the 7 lh of OctohcT with the excej)finns iioticc'd in 

Mr. Hadow’s Letter, of the *.)tli of ?soveinber l.S: 24 . 

• 2 . The nature of the trade of the Madras Territories has been so fre(|U(‘jitIy reported 
on, that I shall on the prestnit occasion confine inyself to such remarks as the several 
statements may appe.-ir to require. 

.‘k The total value of the trade of the Madras Territories by Sea, with places not 
subordinate to this Prcshlency, is exhibited in the follow iu<^ Statement; 




Private Trade. 

Company’s Trade. 

TOTAL. 

Imports; 

Merchandize 

Treasure 

•• 

M. Rs. 

93,9i,i.28 

I 36,28,467 

M. Us. 

1 4,18,117 

M. Rh. 

98,09,345 

36,38,467 

Total 

•• 

I 1.30,19,695 

4,18,117 

1 , 34 , 37,812 

Exports : 

Merchandize 

Treasure 

• • 

j i, 4 o,fi 4 ,S 35 

10, 1 a, 7 46 

‘22,62,868 

44,66,376 

1,63,27,703 

54,79,102 

Total 

I 

1.50,77.561 

67,29,344 

‘ 2 j 8 .o(), 8 o 5 

Grand Total . . 

•• 

2,80,97.256 

71.47,361 

.3,52,44,617 


4 . On comparing^ this with a similar Statement, prepared for the Year lN 2 (>- 27 , there 
appears a considerable increase under every head but the Imports and hixports of Com- 
pany’s Treasure. The net Increase amounts to rupees as exhibited in the 

following Comparative Statement for the two last years: 

5 0 2 
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i 6,59»29 i 10,31,447 — — i 6,59>29 i 
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5. But although it is satisfactory to observe this improvement, yet it is to be lamented 
that the total value of the trade continues below the average, both in the Imports ami 
Exports, of the four preceding years, to the amount of rupees 52,63,^271 J, as appears by 
the following : 



IMPORTS. 

i EXPORTS. 

TOTAL. 


M. Rs. 

M. Rs. 

M. Rs 

1823.24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 

1.01.63,941 

i.40.4.'j.74O 

». 37.64.633 
1.3^41.046 

2.42.36,730 

2,55,40,016 

3.03 ..o 8,858 

2,07,80,390 

4.34.00,671 

4.04.85.756 

441,2,3,691 

3,40.21,436 


j 6,11,15,560 

. 10,09.15,994 

1 16,20,31,554 

Average 

1827-28 

i.. 7 s. 76,890 

1,34,37,812 

, 2,52,28, 998J 
! 2,18,06,805 

1 

4.05.07, 888^ 
3,52,44,617 

Increase 

Decrease 

18,41,078 

34.22, 193^ 

52.63,271} 


6. According to the practice for some time adopted, of excluding from comparisons of 
this kind the amount of the Honourable Company’s Treasure, the total value of the 
Company’s and Private Merchandize, and of the Private Treasure, will be found to fall 
short of the average of the four preceding years only to the net amount of rupees 
3;21 ,028f . 



IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

TOTAL. 


M.Rs. 

M. R8. 

M. Rs. 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 

1.49.72.335 

1,49.45.740 

1.37.36,727 

1,21,20,380 

1,68,58,087 

1.80,63,402 

1,79.2.5,019 

1,57.75,389 

3,18,30,422 

3,30,09,142 

3,16,61,746 

2,78.95,769 


5,57.75,182 j 

1 6,86,21,897 

12.43.97,079 

Average 

1897-28 

1.39.43,7954 

1,34,37.812 

i,7i,55,474i 

1,73.40429 1 

1 

• 3.10,99,269} 
3,07,78,241 

Increase 

Decrease 

5 . 05,9834 

1,84.954} I 

1 

3,21.028} 


EXTERN A L 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMRKCK. 



Madratt- 



liXTLllNAL 
VNn INTEllN \L. 
( OMMLUUr, 

Madras. 


Import.'*. 


82S THIRD APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT or the 

7. The cuiiiparisoii of the trade of the last two years, exclusive of the Company’s 
Treasure, shows a net increase of rupees 28 , 82 , 47 ^ 2 , as follows: 

i82(T-27 : . I 


Value of the Imports of the Company's and Private Merchandize, and of 1 

Private Treasure, as shown in the last Heport 

Value of the Exports of .. ditto .. ditto .. .. .. 

1,21,20,380 

1.57,75,389 


Rupees 

2,78,95,769 

1827-28 : 

Imports of Private Merchandize and Treasure 
— of Company’s Merchandize . . 

.. «. 30 .M ).<>95 

4.18,117 

l, 34 . 37 , 8 ia 

1,73,40,429 

Exports of Private Merchaiulizo and Trcasiiu* 

— of Company’s Merchandize . . 

1,50.77.561 
. . . . aa, 6:2, 868 


Rupees 

3,07,78,041 


Impokts. 

8. The folhju Statement exhibits the IncrcHse or Decrease in those articles uhich 
have Miried to the (*xtent of 10,000 rupees, the ri‘iiiaiuder appeariiii; under the liead'of 
Sundries : 


Imports : 

lleetle-nut, Nut Uaw, &c. . . 

Carriages and Coach Furniture, Ac. 

Camels 

Coral Heads . . 

Coir and Coir Hope . , 

China, Earthen and Queen’s-ware . 

Canvas 

Confectionery 

Cloves 

Cotton 

Cocoa-nuts and Dry Cocoa-nuts 
Dates and other Dried Fruits 
Glass-ware 
Grain 

Hats . . 

Horses 

Hosiery 

Liquors and Wines 

Ditto and Spirits . . 


, INCllEASE. DECIIEASE. 


M. Il8. 
1,09,800 
35,920 


20,082 
2»,779 ; 
>8,843 
40,442 
03,70(5 

33»3i 6 j 
>3»099 j 
22,787 I 



po,o50 

3,66,089 

i>48,945 


M. Rs. 

14,700 

1,06,39(1 

12,213 


8,86,018 

2,18,470 


{continued.) 
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Imports — continued^ 


Marble Stones, 

Metals, Wrought and Unwrought 
Medicines and Drugs 
Millinery 
Military Stores 
Naval Stores, of sorts 
Oilman Stores 
Opium 

Paper, China and Gilt, &c. 

Precious Stones (Pearls and Diamonds, &c.) 
Pepper 
Perfumery 
Pictures 

Paints (Arthal, &c.) 

Piece Goods, Cotton 
Ditto . . ditto, British 
Ditto . . Silk 
Saddlery 
Salt . . 

Sandal Wood . . 

Silk, Raw 
Stick Uac 
Spices . . 

Stationery 
Sugar . . 

Tea 

Terra japonica .. 

Timber and Planks 
Wearing Apparel 
Woollens 

Sundries 


Treasure 


Deduct Decrease 
Net Increase 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

M.Rs. 

M.Rs. 

•" — 

17,025 

4,11,817 

— 

17.554 



26,787 

— 

8 t> 43 S 

19.9*6 

““ 


12,600 

16,711 

— 


34,117 

^ — 

20,619 


37,860 

29,023 

10,804 

— 

1,32,818 

— 

73.163 

— 

i,ao,oi4 

— 

16,076 

— 

39.154 

— 

— 

! 14,289 

— 

I 10,767 

22,283 

1 — 

28,785 

1 — 

52,140 

— 

— 

31,620 

22,624 


10,031 

— 

2,05,491 

— 

21,517 

— 

89,569 

— 

78,440 

— 

94,09,285 

14 . 45 ) 9^0 

— 

7,66,609 

1 94.09,285 

99,12,519 

1,96.766 

22,12,519 



Increase in Merchandize 9 ^ 63)375 

Decrease in Treasure . . . . . - 7,66,609 


M.Rs. 1,96,766 


hXTEKNAL 
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9. The articles in^which the principal inorease has taken place are Beetle*tiutii« 

Cloves, Cotton, Cocoa-nuts, Liquors and Wines, Metals, Naval Stores, Pieoe^v^Mds 
(Cotton and Silk), Salt, Stationery, Timber and Planks, and Woollens. 

10. Beetle-nuts are imported from Ceylon ai& the Malacca Straits, and liave been for 

several years brought into the Tanjore District in smaller quantity than usual, |iaye 
in tho last year increased to the value of rupees 83,229. There is also an increaM in 
Timicvelly, Madura, South Arcot and Madras. ' 

11. The increase in the importation of Metals, amounting to rupees 4,11,817, seCths to 
be accounted for by the falling off in this article during the last three years, both in the 
Imports from the United Kingdom, and also of the Japan Copper, and of Tin frmjbya 
and the Straits of Malacca. The latter have increased in the past year nearly ra.the 
extent of rupees 1,50,000. 

12. The demand for Liquors and Wines having been greater than usual, in consequeh^B 
of a decrease in the Importations of the two years preceding, an increase nearly equal to 
it has now taken place, as was anticipated in the last Report. Spirits have 
creased ; in Arrack alone, from Ceylon, to the amount of rupees 1,02,872 ; this artide 
has for several years fallen short of the demand for it by the Commissariat, an^ it is 
always disposed of on its reaching Madras ; so that the fluctnation which has ikken 
place in the Imports for several years can only be attributed to causes affecting its^ifo- 
duce in the Island, 


13. In consequence of the War, the quantity of Timber imported from Peguo had 
decreased very greatly since 1824, but in the last year has again been imported to the 
extent usual before that period. 

J4. The principal articles in which a decrease appears, are Gram, Horses, Coral Beads, 
Pearls and Diamonds, and Sugar ; and of these. Grain, the importation of which, fW>m 
Bengal, in the year preceding, had fallen off to the extent of rupees 12,63,278, has 
further diminished to the extent of rupees 6,02,254 from the same plaoe. 

15. A further decrease in the importation of Horses into these territories, on account 
of the Honourable Company, has taken place to the amount of rupees 2,70,906; But 
there is an increase on private account, to the extent of rupees 52,430'.'* 

16. A large quantity of Coral Beads of an inferior quality is imported from Ei^land 
annually ; and in the last year, the quantity, though less than the year preceding, by the 
amcuiijt of rupees 1,06,396, is rather above the average of the four last years. ' 


Exports. 

17. I'he next Statement, containing such articles of Export as have varied to Ike 
extent of rupees 10,000, will be found to exhibit a Net Increase of rupees 10,26,415, qr, 
the Honourable Company’s Treasure beinjg excluded, of rupees 15,65,040. 
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Exports : 

Bectic-nuts, raw, &c. 

Coral Beads 

Chanks 

Canvas 

Chillies 

Cardatnums 

Cloves . . 

Coir and Coir Rope 

Cotton Yarn 

Cocoa-nuts . . 

DittOi dry . . 

Dyes 

Ghee 

Grain 

Horses 

Hemp 

Indigo 

Jewellery 

Liquors, Wines, Spirits, See, 

Metals 

Naval Stores, of sorts 

Pepper , 

Piece Goods, Cotton 

Precious Stones . . . . 

Provisions, Salt, Sec. 

Sago .. .. 

Salt 

Saltpetre .. 

Sandal-wood . . . . 

Spices (Mace, &c.) 

Sugar 

Sundry Europe Articles 

6 P 


INCREASE. 

M. Rs. 
22,307 

11»739 


48,378 

1,06,886 

1,00,623 

72,335 

70,387 


11,650 

16,849 

6,07,939 

90,897 

23,235 

3,56,699 

1,01,129 

5,10,115 


11,949 

76,914 

27,074 

67,549 

12,405 

13,438 

36,643 


DECREASE. 

M. Rs. 

29,489 

16,570 

16,001 


10,699 


32,371 

1,24.308 

2,26,915 


15.093 


19,195 

51,618 
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(continued,) 
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INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

ExpoMSw-continued. 




M. Rb. 

M. Rb. 

Tea 

— 

11,240 

Timber and Planks 

— 

67.947 

Tobacco 

— 

49544 

Turmerick 

12,368 

— 

Wax and Wax Candles 

— 

10,746 

Woollens and Shawls 

22,033 

— 

Sundries 

21,422 

— 


21,31,963 

6,81,736 

Treasure . . 


4,23.812 


a1.31.963 

11,05,548 

Deduct Decrease • « 



Net Increase 

10,86,415 

1 


Increase in Merchandize 14»50,227 

Decrease in Treasure 4»33,8i2 

M. Rs. 10,26,415 


18 . The principal articles in which an increased Exportation has taken place are Indigo 
and Cotton Piece Goods j the former to the extent of rupees 6 , 07 /J 39 , and the latter 
of rupees 5 , 10 , 115 , The following Statement shows the progressive improvement which 
has taken place in the Export of Indigo fur the last six years : 


Indigo exported from the Madras Territories. 



To the United Kingdom. 

To Foreign Europe. 

To America. 

• 

A. D. 

Cwts. 

Kb. 

CwtB. 

Rb. 

CwtB. 

Eb. 

1822-23 

1,282 

2,81,807 

— 

— 

443 

71,266 

1823-24 .. 

3.231 

6,19.398 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1824-25 

3,347 

6.42.471 

59 

9,411 


— 

1825-26 

3.358 

5.36,771 

405 

64.958 


— 

1826-27 

4.518 

7.33,756 

22 

3.551 

— 

— 

1827-28 

7.617 

13.20,650 

100 

16,132 

148 

23,732 
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19. The shipments on account of the Honourable Company exceed those of the year 
preceding^ by the sum of rupees 1,76,992. 

20. The increase in Cotton Piece Goods exported, is nearly equal to tlie decrease 
which appeared in the year preceding. The following is the Statement, showing the 
value exported from the Presidency and the principal Ports, during the last two years : 


Exports : 


Ganjam . . 

Viza^patam (a) 
Rajahmundry (o) 
Masulipatam 
Guntoor 

Ncllore and Ongolc 
Fort St. George (c) • • 

Southern Division of Arcot 
Tanjore . . 

Madura and Dindigul . . 

Tinncvelly 

Malabar 

Canara . . 



1826 - 27 . 

1827 - 28 . 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


M. Rs. 

M. Rs. 

M. Rs. 

M. Rs. 


949 

— 

— 

949 


7,o6,(i8‘2 

4.36,592 

— 

2,70,090 


7,85,478 

8,97,2*13 

1 , 11,745 

— 


1,26,601 

3,44.169 

2,17,568 

— 


1,072 

501 

— 

571 


12,206 

81 

— 

12,125 


19.15,368 

25,16,897 

6,01,529 

— 


4 , 77.410 

5,72,780 

95.370 

— 


3,12,463 

5,63,197 

2 , 5 t >,734 

““ 


92,736 

1,93.346 

1,00,610 

— 


4,75,285 

3,80.608 ' 

— 

94,677 


11,75,060 

7,02,693 

— 

4.72,367 


1 , 14,353 

97,691 


16,662 


61,95*663 

67,05,778 

13.77,556 

8,67,441 

educt Decrease 

• * • • 

8,67,441 


7ct Increase . . 

.. 

5.10,115 
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1826 - 27 . 

1827 - 28 . 


1826 - 27 . 

1827 - 28 . 

(a) Private 

Company’s . . 

4,75,682! 

2,31,000 

1 

! 1,14,039 
3,22,560 

(c) Private 

Company’s 

17,53,781 

1,01,587 

i „ 

22,78,191 
j 2,38,706 


7,06,682 

4,36,592 

1 

^19.15,36825,16,897 

1 

(6) Private 

Company’s . . 

4,05,938 

3.79,540 

2,89,914 

6,07,309 

Increase on Private Account 

Ditto on Company’s ditto . . 

1,13,667 

3,96,448 


7,85,478 

8 , 97,993 


M. Rs. 1 

5 . 10,115 


5 P 2 
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21. By tho following Statement, showing the Ports to which these goods were con- 
veyed, and the amount exported to each, it will be seen that there is a deficit in the 
Exports to Bombay, to the extent of rupees 3,56,346. This took place chiefly in the 
district of Malabar, and is attributed by the Sub-collector, in his Report, to a glut in 
the market at Bombay. 


Exports: 


1826 - 27 . 


1827 - 28 . 


Inci'cuRC. 


Decrease. 





I M. R>. 

M. lU. 

M. Rs. 

M. Rt. 

United Kingdom (a) 



1 1 6,49, no 

15,68,546 

— 

80,564 

Mediterranean Sea 



i 1,58.554 

— 

— 

1,58,554 

France . . 

« • ■ • 


60 

10,058 

9.998 

— 

America 

■ • • • 



1,06,998 

1,02,748 


Ditto, South 

t • mm 

• ft • • 

; — 

1,16,821 

1,16,821 

— 

Ditto, West Coast 


• • ft ft 

— 

17,080 

17,080 

— 

Bengal . . 


• • mm 

:h0i,005 

1,30,106 


1.70,899 

Bombay 


ft ft • • 

1 1,82,59(5 

8,36,350 


3.56,346 

Cape of Good Hope 

• « • • 

• • • • 

36,91c 

19,742 

— 

17.174 

Ceylon 


ft ft ft ft 

4 , 9 o,ao 3 

7.26,603 

2,36,400 

— 

China 


• ft ft ft 

93.3 

3.463 

2,530 

■ 

French Ports (Indian) 


20,862 

17,927 

— 

2,935 

Goa 


• • ft ft 

, 52,062 

5,303 

— 

46,759 

Gulph of Persia 

. . . • 

• • ft ft 

59,428 

2,99,063 

2,42,635 

— 

Ditto Arabia 

. . . ■ 

• • ft ft 

3.41,935 

1,. 37.078 

— 

3,04,857 

Java . . 


• • ft ft 

— 

66,049 

66,049 

— 

Malacca Straits (6) 


ft ft ft ft 

15,44,669 

20,65,735 

5,21,066 

— 

Manilla 

. . • . 

• • ft ft 

70,918 

1,69,356 

98,438 

— 

Mauritius and Bourbon 

• • ft ft 

46.3.'-, 8 

13,452 

— 

32,800 

Maidive Islands 

. . . . 

• ft ♦ , 

3,586 

1,207 

— 

1.379 

Pogue . . 

. . . « 


39.73® 

i.. 55,543 

1,15,811 

— 

Travancorc 

• . • . 


3.96a 

4,637 

C75 

— 

West Coast of Sumatra 


1.92.630 j 

2,44,761 

52,131 

1 




61,9.5.663 ' 

1 

67,05,778 

15,82,383 

10,72,267 



Deduct Decrease 

ft ft ft ■ 

10,72,267 




Net Increase 

.. 

5.10,115 ; 

1 

— 

1826 - 27 , 

1827 - 28 . 

— ' — - 

— 

1826 - 27 . 

1 

1827 - 28 . 

1 


M. Rs. 

M. R.. 



M . Ri. ! 

M. R.. 

(fl) Private , . 

9,03,880 

3.99.971 

(6) Private . . 

15.17.772 i 

20,65,73.5 

Company’s 

7.45,230 

11.68,575 

Company’s 

26,897 



16,49,110 

15.68,546 



1544,669 

20,65,735 
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22 . Having thus noticed a few of the principal articles in the Foreign Commerce of 
these territories^ I have the honour to lay before you the Statement of Total Imports 
and Exports by sea ; showing the several places with which it has been carried on^ and 
the Per-centago which the trade of each place bears in proportion to the whole. 


United Kingdom 
Mediterranean Sea 
France . . 

Madeira and TeneriiTe 
America 
Ditto, South 
Ditto, West Coast . 
Arabia . . 

Bengal 

Bombay 


IMPORTS. 

Per>ccntagc. 

EXPORTS. 

Pcr-centage. 

M.IU. 

25,87,402 


M.U.. 

(“) 7 », 58,736 


904 



— 

— 

3,57,461 

-a 

1,94,410 


63,700 

-* 


— 

1,06,394 


1,36,434 


1 1 


1,16,821 

— 

1 1 

1 

17,080 

— iV 

{*) 6,31,531 


(c) 12,41,543 

5 U 

(< l ) 15,06,970 


(e) 11,36,043 


ij ) 27.26,155 


(g) 56,98,406 

26 iV 

(continued.) 


(a) Company’s 
Private . . 


(c) Company’s 
Private . . 


(e) Company’s 
Private 


. . 

44,16,134 

(fj) Company’s 

86 


27,42,602 

Private . . 

. . . . 6,31,445 

M.Us. 

7 j. 58,7 36 


M.Rs. 6,31,531 


2,254 

(d) Company’s 

2,578 

•• 

i 2 , 39 iaS 9 

Private 

•• 15,04.392 

M.Rs. 

i 2 , 4»,543 


M.Rs. 15,06,970 


1,16,214 

(y) Company’s 

3,03,954 

•• 

10,19,829 

Private . . 

.. .. 24,22,201 

M.R8. 

11.36,043 


M.Rs. 27,26,155 


i5»a2,295 

41,76,111 


KXTERN.\1. 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Madras. 

Exports. 


(g) Company’s 
Private . . 


M.Rs. 56,98,406 
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EXTERNAL 


AND INTERNAL 





COMMERCE. 

IMPORTS. 

Per-eentsge. 

EXPORTS. 

Per-centage. 

( 

Madras. 

M.R.. 


M.R 8 . 


, — Cape of Good Hope , . 

7(869 

— 

22,264 

A 

Export!. Ceylon 

7 . 89 . 4 Ja 


13,60,917 


China 

5 s 04>544 

m 

(h) 7,22,141 

3 Ar 

French Ports (Indian) 

4 .> 6.989 

3 A 

(f) 1,09,006 

-A 

Goa 

1,14.329 


2,20,255 

1 

Gulph of Persia 

17,960 

“nftr 

0) 4,26,155 

lif 

Java 

1,73.715 


66,049 

—A 

Malacca Straits 

18,79,269 

14 

22,31,246 

iOi*r 

1 

Manilla 

1,72,650 

lA 

1,71,134 


Mauritius and Bourbon 

56489 

-I’x 

44,484 

— nr 

Maidive Islands 

(*) », 37,677 

1 

(0 39,787 

— rV 

Pegue . . . . 

4,94,609 

3 H 

3,24,328 

lA 

Tranquebar 

1,46,012 

'A 

3,348 

— 

Travancore 

1,83,505 

lA 

65,602 

— A 

West Coast of Sumatra 

3,62,273 


3,07,626 



1,34,37,812 

100 

2,18,06,805 

100 

(h) Company’s . . . . 6.58,400 (i) Company’s 

B ■ B • 

7,266 

Private 63 . 74 » 

Private . 

• • • t « 

1,01,740 

M.Rs. 7,92,141 


M.Rs. 

1,09,006 

(j) Company's 

180 (k) Company’s 

1 

1,11,499 

Private 4 » 25>975 

Private 



26,178 

M.Rs. 4,26,155 


M.R8. 

1,37,677 

(/) Company's 

6,501 


Private 

. . 

, . 26,286 



M.Rs. 32,782 



23 . Tho Vessels and Tonnage employed at each Port, in External Commerce, have 
been as follows : 
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Ganjam 

Vizaffapatam 

Rajahmundry • • 

Masulipatam •• 

Guntoor 

Nellore and Ongole • • . « 

Fort St. George . . . , 

Southern Division of Arcot . . 

Taniorc 

Madura and Dindigul 

Tinnevelly 

Malabar 

Canara 


Total 


ARRIVALS. 

DEPARTURES. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

49 

6,635 

18 

1,616 

55 

6,229 

98 

11,641 

341 

30,069 

288 

34,797 

38 

6,903 

23 

4,492 

5 

550 

2 

200 

5 

720 

7 

1,200 

466 

72,759 

333 

66,614 


2,021 

22 

2,406 

644 

23,661 

731 

26,496 

100 

3.522, 

135 

2,880 

121 

3,679 

90 

2,531 

i >405 

68,194 

1,567 

78,506 

i> 54 a 

51,376 

1,638 

56,837 

4,693 j 

274,318 

4,952 

290,216 


extehnal 

AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 


(«•) 

Madras. 


Exports. 


24. The following are Comparative Statements of the Number of Vessels and Quan- 
tity of Tonnage employed in the Foreign Trade of these Territories, arranged under the 
Flags of the Nations to which the Vessels belong : 


Arrivals : 

Under 

English Colours . . 
French — 

Dutch — 

Danish — 

Spanish — 

Portuguese — 
American — 

Arab — 

Native — 

Turkish — 

1826 - 27 . 

1827 - 28 . 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

3,253 

24 

10 

1 

217 

1 

121 

933 

183,093 

4,607 

1,434 

220 

6,099 

279 

21,719 

70,464 

3,870 

21 

8 

2 

236 

1 

170 

877 

8 

171,236 

4,914 

784 

12 

4,481 

331 

27,167 

62,108 

3,285 

117 

2 

19 

49 

8 

307 

12 

52 

5,448 

3,285 

3 

2 

1 

56 

11,857 

1 650 

220 

1,618 

8,356 



4,560 

287,915 

4.693 

274,318 

195 

9,104 

62 

22,701 




Deduct 


' 62 

• « 

■ • 

9,104 



Net Increase in Vessels 

• • • • 

133 

DacreascinTons 

13,597 
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1826 - 27 . 

1827 - 28 . 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

( 2 .) 









Madras. Departures : 









U»dc 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels, 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 









English Colours . . 

4 , 0^6 

305,390 

3,703 

182,328 

— 

— 

323 

23,062 

French — 

17 

3,499 

19 

4.813 

2 

1.314 

— 

— 

Dutch — 

8 

884 

15 

1.758 

7 

874 

— 

— 

Portuguese — 

225 

0,333 

190 

4.670 

— 

— 

35 

1 ,662 

American — 

1 

279 

2 

663 

1 

383 

— 

— 

Arab — 

175 

30,560 

228 

35.276 

53 

4,716 

— 

— 

Native — 

663 

56,048 

786 

57.317 

123 

1,269 

— 

— 

Spanish — 

— 

— 

1 

220 

1 

330 

— 

— 

Turkish — 

— 

— 

8 

3,172 

8 

3,172 

— 

! — 


5»115 

303,992 

4,952 

i 

290,216 

195 

11,948 

358 

24,724 




Deduct Increase . . 

•• 

195 

11,948 




Net Decrease 


• • 

163 

12,776 


Internal Commerce ijy Sea. 

Internal The Internal or Coasting Trade by Sea, between places subordinate to this Pre- 

Commerce by Sea. sidency, has fallen off, in both Exports and Imports, to the extent of rupees 10,01,410, 
which i.s about equal to the increase observable in the same branch of trade in the year 
preceding. 

20. The decrease has taken place in Private Merchandize alone, while there is a con- 
siderable increase in Private Treasure, and in the Honourable Company’s Merchandize 
and Treasure, as will appear by the following Statement: 



Merchandize. Treasure. I TOTAL. I Merchandize. ‘^^easure* I TOTAL 



10,01410 
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27. The increase in Company’s Merchandize has been chiefly in the Importation at 
Madras of Cotton from Tiniievelly. 

28. The Decrease in .Private Merchandize^ is in the Exports of Grain from Ganjam, 
Vizagapatam, Rajahmundry, and Tanjore, chiefly to Madras ; and in Piece Goods from 
Vizagapatam, Rajahmundry, Tanjore, chiefly to Madras; and fromTinnevelly chiefly to 
Malabar. 

29. The Total Value of the Imports and Exports of Private Merchandize and Treasure, 
and of Company’s Merchandize, in tlie Internal or Coasting Trade between subordinate 
Ports, amounts to rupees 1,03,94,012, exclusive of the Company’s Treasure ; but as this 
is double the Real Value, from appearing in the Statements of each Port, a more cor* 
reot amount will be obtained by taking one half. 

30. The Value of the Honourable Com|itny’s Treasure, which appears to have passed 
from one PoiJ^to another, within these Territoldes, during the past year, amounts to the 
sum of rupees 16,26,000, exceeding the value of the year precedhig by the whole amount. 

31. The Total Value of the Private Merchandize and Treasure, and of the Honourable 
Companjiis Merchandize, carried on by Sea, will appear then as follows : 


External Commerce : 


Merchandize 

a. 6 i, 37.048 


Private Treasure 

! 

1 4641.193 

3 , 07 , 78,941 

Internal Commerce : 



Merchandize 

98 , 84,876 


Private Treasure | 

5 , 09,136 

1 , 03 , 94,019 

Total . . Rg. 

4 , 11 , 79,953 


exceeding the value of the last year’s Commerce, computed in the same manner, by the 
sum of rupees 2,55,062. 
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External Commerce by Land. 

32 . The Land Frontier Trade of the Territories under this Presidency has experienced 
little or no variatioii in its amount during the year ; though from the entry in the State- 
ments of a large Importation of Treasure into the District of Guntoor from tlie Nizam’s 
Territory, on account of the Honourable Company, it wonld appear to have increased 
considerably. 

33 . The following is an Abstract Statement of the Value of the Lnportsand Exports, 
distinguishing the Company’s from Private Trade. 


EXTERNAL 
AND JNTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

Madras. 

External 
Commerce by 
Land. 


Imports : 

Merchandize 

Frimte Trade. 

7o,ao,6i6 

Company's Tnde. 

total. 

Treasure .. .. .. ,• 

2,24,456 

2,30,66,200 

2,32,90,656 

Total . . 

72,44,972 

1 a,30, 66,900 i 

1 

3 , 03 ,t 1,179 

Exports : 

Merchandize 

50,72,775 

1 

2,59,700 ! 

.53.32,475 

Treasure ' 

*,u ,940 

— 

2,11,940 

Total .. ..1 

52,84,7 »6 

2 > 59 , 7 oo 

55,44,415 

Grand Total . . 

1,25,29,687 

2,33,25,900 , 

3,58,55,587 


5 Q 2 



external 

AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(20 

Madras. 

External 
Commerce by 
Land. 



Deduct Decrease .. .. 143,920 
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-34. The comparison of the last, with the average of the four preceding years, excluding 
the Company’s Treasure, exhibits a satisfactory result. 



IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

TOTAL. 

1833-24 

1824- 35 (exclunve of errors) 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 

M. Ri. 
68,81,877 

63,40,526 

66,45,863 

72,89,748 

M. Rs. 
49>54,963 

45,99,350 

59,21,651 

54,44,021 

M.Rt. 

1,18,36,840 

1,09,39,876 

1,25,67,514 

1,27,33,769 


3,71,58,014 

2,09,19,985 

4,80,77,999 

Average 

1827-28 

67,89,503^ 

72,44,972 

52,29, 996J 

55,44,415 ■ 

1,20,19,499} 

1,27,89,387 

Increase . . 

Decrease 

4#55»408J 

3,14,418} 

7,69,887} 


UXTUHNAL 
\M) IMEKNAL 
COMMKRCK. 

Madras, 


External 
Commerce by 
Land. 


35. The articles in the Imports, of which a variation to the extent of rupees 10,000 has 
taken place, are entered in the following Statement : 


Imports : 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Betel-nuts 


1,04,428 

Betel Leaves . . 

— 

10,703 

Coral Beads . . 

12,207 

— 

Cattle . . . . 

— 

49,070 

Cotton 

— 

1,81,365 

Ditto Thread 

44,^61 

— 

Cocoa-nuts, Dry, Ac. 

— 

83,190 

Dyes 

99,424 

— 

Drugs and Medicines 

-- 

15,755 

Gold and Silver Lace, and Thread 

— 

18,01/3 

Ring, or Assafcctida . . • . 

— 

21,614 

Jaggary, of kinds 

— 

10,520 

Opium 

i,35»7o6 

( coniinutd .) 
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EXTBRNAL 
AND INTERNAL 

commerce. 

Mat»ra«. 

External 
Conniierce by 
Land. ‘ 


Net Increase 

Increase in Meitliandixc 
Ditto in Treasure 


Imports— contimtetf. 

Oils, of sorts 

Pepper 

Piece Goods, Cotton 

Ditto .. Silk 

Spirituous Liquors, 

SuglU', fte. 

Tamarind 

Timber 

Tobacco 

Wax, Bees' 

Sundries 


Treasure . . 


Deduct Decrease . . 


1NCBEA8S. 


73»263 

30,733 

20,781 

30,646 

56,814 

21,296 

10,112 

49»734 


5,85,379 

2 » 29 , 56,351 


2,35,41,730 

5,20,306 


2,30,21,424 


DECREASE. 


65,073 
.. 2,29,56,351 

M. Rs. 2,30,21424 


35416 

15,604 


24,626 


5,20,306 


5,20,306 


36. A very considerable increase has taken place in the quantity of Dyes, Opium, and 
Cotton Piece Goods imported, the first from Kumool, Mysore, and the Nissam's Territory, 
and the others from the two last-mentioned countries. 

Dyes. 37. Dyeing mfatetials are imported chiefly from the Nizam*s Territory,* and ttie com- 

parison of the two last years shows the Increase in the following districts to be. 


RupsM. 

In Bellary 4^494 

Masulipatam 7,712 

Guntoor . . 19,297 

Tanjore and South Arcol, from Foreign European Settlements V9r935 


Opium. 3S. The next article of importance is Opium, t of which the Increase amounts to rupees 


* Total Imported. Re. 

1,70,487 

2,69,911 


t Total Imported. 


Rs. 

1,81,661 

3,17471 


1886-27 

1827-88 


1826-87 

1887-88 



SELECT CaMMITTEB of the HOUSE of COMMONS. 8S9 


1^37,706. This is from the Nizam’s Territory, imported into Masulipatam, in which 
district the Increase is rupees 109^665^ while there is Decrease from the same country into 
Cuddapah, of rupees 1,945. From Mysore the Increase in Cuddapali is rupees ‘25,043 ; 
in Malabar, rupees 3,320. No traces of this article being regidarly exported from the 
Madras Territory appearing, there can be no doubt that a great part of it is smuggled 
out by sea ; the Collector of Masulipatam, however, states that tlie principal part of 
what is imported into that district is sent to Rajahmundry, where it is consumed in great 
quantities 

39. Cotton Piece Goods* are imported chiefly from Mysore to the following districts, 
in which there has been an increase in the last year : 


Us. 

In Salem 30,508 

Canara 15M5 

North Arcot ' . 5»534 

Cuddapah .5)740 

, Bcllary 1,974 


40. The principal articles in which a decrease appears, are Hetel-nuts i* and Cotton. 
Of the first, which is imported chiefly from Mysore, there is a decrease in Bellary of 
rupees 1,54,037; North Arcot 1,09,073, to be attributed to the great increase in the 
quantity imported into these districts in tlie year preceding. There has been an increase 
in Cuddapah to the extent of rupees 1,22,783, which the principal (Collector accounts for 
by its having been a favourable year for the produce of the Nuts in Mysore, and by the 
merchants proceeding to Wallajahpettah through his district, which they are now enabled 
to do, without suflering from the influence of tlie conflicting interests of renters, in conse- 
quence of the Sayer of the Southern Talooks being rented together with the frontier 
Chowkies of North Arcot and Salem. 

11. In the import of Cotton f from the Nizam’s to Bellary, there has been a decrease 
to the extent of rupees 2,61,997, and also from the Mahratta States to Canara, of rupees 
66,775, which arc partly balanced by an increase from the Mahratta States into Bcllary, 
to the extent of rupees 1,56,814. No opinion can be formed as to the cause of the decrease 
in Bellary from the average quantity, as this article has been omitted till the last two 
years in the statements, and 110 report has been received from the principal Collector. 

42. The following Statement contains the principal articles of Export, in which a varia- 
tion of 10,000 rupees and upwards has taken place ; 


• Total Imported. ilu. t Total Imimrts. its. 

1886 - 27 6 , 16.056 1826-27 23 , 12,181 

1887 - 86 6 , 88,319 1827-88 28 , 07 , 75.3 


t Total Importa. R& 

1826 - 27 5 , 98,679 

1827 - 28 4 ^ 17,314 


PXTKRNAL 
\ND INTERl^AI. 
CO.MMERCK. 

(5?.) 

Madra«>. 

External 
Commerce by 
Land. 

Cotton Piece 
Goods. 


Betel-nuts. 


Colton. 
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Exports : 


Bctel-nuU 

Cattle • . • • • • 

Cardamums 

Cheese, Medicines, and Coals 

Cotton 

Indigo 

Metals 

Oils, of sorts 

Pepper 

Piece Goods, Cotton 

Salt 

Tobacco 

Wax and Wax Candles 
Sundries 


Treasure 


Deduct Decrease . . 


Net Increase 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

* 6»,963 


160,655 

— 

48,369 

— 

21,700 

— 

— 

1,61,640 

— 

12,001 

14*599 

— 

11,675 

— 

— 

33,565 

— 

1,07,906 

— 

58,936 

59,180 


13,584 

— 

2,128 

— 

4,93,853 

3,63,038 


39431 

4,93,853 

3 * 92*459 

3 , 93,459 

1 


. 1 * 00,394 



Increase in Merchandize 1 , 29*815 

Decrease in Treasure 29*421 

M.Rs. 1 , 00,394 


Betel-nufs. 43. Of these Betel-iiuts/ which have been imported in decreased quantity, have been 
exported loan increased extent of rupees 1,61,953; they are almost entirely exported 
from Canara to the Mahratta States. In the preceding year the quantity imported was 
unusually great, and the Exports had greatly declined. 

Cattle. 44. Cattlet have been exported from Canara to Mysore, on private account, to the 

increased extent of rupees 1,61,625, and the total increase amounts to rupees 1,60,665; 
a decrease took place in the year preceding, to the amount of rupees 1,14,735. 


* Total Exported. Rs. t Total Exported, Ri. 

182G.%7 3,33,935 1826-27 1,08,596 

1827.28 4,95,888 1827.28 2,69,261 
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^ 45. Tile exportation of Cotton Piece Goods^ has fallen to the extent of rupees L07j006, 
to the Foreign European Settlements ; from Tanjore there appears a decrease of rupees 
65,901 ; and the principal Collector states, that a greater exportation of White Cloth 
from our own ports to the Eastern Islands, has occasioned this decrease, as much of this 
description formerly found its way thither through Carrical.** There is also a decrease 
from Tiiinevelly to Travancore, to the amount of rupees 71,720. 

46. The net decrease in the exportation of Cotton Wool,f amounts to rupees 1,61,640; 
it is chiefly exported to Mysore from Bcllary, and into Travancore from Tinncvelly, The 
Exports of the preceding year were unusually great, which may probably be the reason 
of this decrease. 

47 . Among the accompanying Statements will be found one of the trade of the Presi- 
dency, by land, which exhibits a satisfactory result, both in the Imports and Exports ; the 
former having increased to the net amount of rupees 11,86,076, and the latter of rupees 

6.59,857. 


KXTKRNAL 
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COMMERCE. 


Madras. 

Cotton Piece 
Goods. 
Cotton Wool. 


Imports of Merchandize, on Private Account 
Ditto . , ditto on Company's ditto 
Exports of Merchandize, on Private Account 

Total 


1826 - 27 . 

1827 - 28 . 

INCREASE. 

M. Ua. 

M. Ua. 

M. Rs. 

70,60,146 

81,67,230 

11,07,084 

— - 

78,993 

78,993 

19.78,291 

26,38.148 

1 6,59,857 

90.38.437 

108,84,370 

j 18,45.933 


48. The total value of the trade of llie territories under this Presidency, as appears by 
the areompaiiying Statements for the year 1827-28, has been 


External Commerce, by Sea 
Ditto . . . . by Land 

Internal Commerce, by Sea 


Rupees. 

3,52,44,617 

3 . 58 . 65>687 

1 , 30 , 20,013 


8,31,20,216 


exceeding the value of the preceding year, by the sum of riipe»e.s 2,3.*5,43 ,.jS 9, the Ho- 
nourable Company’s Treasure being included. 


Total Exported. Rs. Total Exported. Rs. 

• 1826-27 9 , 47,990 f 1826-27 7 , 45,646 

1827-28 8 , 40,084 1827-28 5 , 84,006 


.5 R 
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PRIVATE TRADE. 



Merdiandise* 

Treasure. 

TOTAL. 


1826-27 : 


... 




M. Rt. 

M. Rg. 

M.Rg. 

Imporu and Exports of External Com- *1 
inercc, by Sea . . . . J 

a.>8»70,3o5 

4ii7a7323 

2,58,42,628 

Ditto .. 

Internal Commerce, by Sea • • 

1,18,00,815 

3,25,005 

1,21 25,820 

Ditto . . 

External Commerce, by Land . . 

i>i8, 93,763 

6.76.666 

I,a4»69,4i9 


1827-88: 

4,53.64,873 

60,78.994 

6,04,37,867 

Imports and Exports of External Corn* ^ 
merce, by Sea . . . . . . J 

8,34,56,063 

4641,193 

8,80,97,856 

Ditto .. 

Internal Commerce, by Sea 

86,76,841 

5,09,136 

91,84,977 

Ditto .. 

External Commerce, by Land « . 

1,80,93,391 

4.36,396 

1,86,89.687 



4,4a,25»i96 

65.86,785 

4,98,11,980 


Increase 

B— ■ 

6,13,731 




Decrease 

11,39,678 

— 

6,86.947 
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COMPAHrS TRADE. 



Merchandize. 

TVeasure. 

TOTAL. 

GRAND TOTAL. 


M.R8. 

ao, 53 ii 4 i 

8,95.609 

9,64.350 

M. Rt. 

61,95,667 

M.Rs. 

81,78,808 

8,95,602 

9*64,350 

M. Rs. 

3,40,91,436 

1,30,91,499 

1.97.33.769 


32.13,093 

61,95,667 

93.38,760 

5,97.76,697 


96,80,985 

44,66,376 

71.47.361 

3,5944.617 


1 13,09,035 

16,26,000 

98,35.035 

1 , 90 , 30,019 


9,59,700 

2,30,66,200 

2,33,25,900 

9.58,55,687 


41 , 49>720 

9,91.58,576 

3.33,08,996 

8,31,20,216 


9,36,897 

2,30,32,909 

9,39,69,536 

— 



Total Increase 

Total Decrease (Deduct) 

Net Increase 

944.83,267 

11,39.678 

2.33,43.589 


EXTERNAL 
and internal 
COMMERCE. 
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49 . Tlie value of private Merchandize, forming part of the above, amounts to the sum 
of rupees 4 , 42 , 25 , 195 , being less than that of the preceding year, by the sum of rupees 


11,39,678. 


50. Thf 


SEA. 

COLLECTIONS. 

Gross Amount 
of Import Duties. 

Gross Amount 
of Export Duties. 

TOTAL. 

- 

MiRs. a. p* 

M.Rs. a. p. 

M.R8. a. p. 

Ganjam 

368 4 9 

8,137 5 9 

8,495 9 11 


815 a 9 

90,199 4 9 

21,014 7 6 

Rajahmundry 

3.730 7 6 

4,949 « 

8,680 3 7 

Masulipatam 

13,546 13 11 

13,639 14 8 

36,176 11 7 

Guntoor 

119 » » 

4,558 8 3 

4,677 10 1 

Nellore and Ongole 

36 6 5 

14,550 9 » 

14,576 15 6 

Fort St. George 

4,33,889 9 9 

4,094 13 7 

4,26,914 7 4 

Southern Division of Arcot 

30,753 4 4 

37,284 8 3 

58,037 19 7 

Tanjore , 

43,579 6 4 

34,865 1 8 

77,444 8 0 

Madura and Dindigul 

3,430 1 11 

7,392 9 6 

10,813 11 5 

Tinnevelly 

8,346 9 8 

33,319 1 6 

30,565 ’ll 9 

MalidKir 

36,374 11 7 

3,31,708 8 3 

9,57,983 3 10 

Canara 

17,85s 3 9 

1 , 43.599 9 2 

1,61,451 11 1* 

Ska Total • • 

5,69,733 3 6 

5.37,109 9 11 

11,06,831 19 5 
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l^XTKttMAL 

^ 50. The gross amount of the Collections of Land and Sea Customs, with the Charges axd intisirnal 
of Collection, and Net Amount for each district, is exhibited in the following Statements : t;o MMKK CE. 

• ( 2 .) 

Madras. 


* 

CHARGES OF COLLECTION. 

Net Amount of 
Duties 

Duties refunded. 

Drawbacks allowed. 

Expenses 
of Collection. 

TOTAL. 

the Year. 

M. Rb. a. p. 

M. Us. a. p. 

M. Rs. a. p. 

M. Rs. a. p. 

M. Rs. a. p. 

— 

— 

5,100 13 0 

5,100 13 0 

3*394 13 II 

— 

10,691 3 0 

3,635 3 10 

13,316 6 10 

7,698 0 8 

— 

— 

3,890 13 10 

3,890 13 10 

4,789 5 9 

s6 4 0 

1,706 14 3 

3,913 0 0 

41646 3 3 

31*530 9 6 

— 

— 

641 7 4 

641 7 4 

4,036 3 9 

— 

— 

3,711 12 0 

3,711 13 0 

10,865 3 6 

o 

GO 

oo 

Cl 

00 

— 

81,897 14 3 

82,726 6 3 

3,44,188 1 1 

— 

38,683 6 3 

4.270 11 7 

32,953 0 10 

35,084 11 9 

— 

1 i 363 11 3 

7,113 8 10 

8 , 477 , 4 1 

68,967 3 11 

— 

— 

3,181 6 11 

3, 181 6 11 

8,631 4 6 

— 

— • 

3,948 10 3 

8,948 10 3 

37,617 0 11 

— 

37 i 435 n 8 

36,66s 14 4 

64,098 11 0 

1,93,884 8 10 

— 

— 

33,866 13 4 

23,866 13 4 

1,37,584 14 7 

854 13 0 

79.879 14 4 

1,67,835 0 6 

2,48,559 10 10 

8,58,373 1 7 


{continued*) 
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( 8 .) 

REPORT ON THE EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL COMMERCE 

OF BOMBAY, 


For the Year 1828-29. 


1. The total amount of the trade this season, of private individuals, as compared with 
the value of the preceding year 1827-28, shows an ultimate Increase in the Imports- 
General of 1828-29, of rupees 3,98,594 in the External Commerce, from places beyond 
tlie territonea subject to the Government of this Presidency, as will be seen on reference 
to the accompanying* Comparative Statement, No. 5* The same document will exhibit 
a decrease in Treasure and Horses, the former of rupees 1,02,805, and the latter of 
rupees 2,07,240, leaving- an increase in Merchandize, in favour of the present season, to 
the amount of rupees 7,08,639. With respect to the subordinate Imports, the afore- 
named Statement will show an increase of rupees 6,21,048 from Panwell and the Concan ; 
from Surat, a decroasc of rupees 7,29,252 ; and from the NtrfffKern Ports of Guzerat, of 
rupees 7,55,976. The subjoined Statement will exhibit under one view the state of the 
Import Trade in 1828-29, contrasted with the amount of tlie preceding year, 1827-28: 



DECREASE. 

INCREASE. 

From the United Kingdom 

3.84,455 

- 

France . . * 

2,60,659 

Hamburgh 

27,095 

— 

Brazils . . . • 

1,14,076 

— 

Madeira 

— 

31,045 

Cape of Good Hope 

— 

30,227 

Isles of France and Bourbon 

2,29,478 

— 

China 

3.87,109 

— 

Manilla . . 

— 

4,12,412 

Penang and the Eastern Islands 


31,757 

Bengal . . 

6,15,675 

— 

Coast of Coromandel . . 

10,675 


Ceylon . . 


97 » 8 fl 3 

Malabar and Canara . . 



1,15,136 

Goa, Demaun and Diu 



55,375 

Cutch and Scind . . . . 

— 

1 , 53,343 

Persian Gulf . . 


13,05,534 

{continued 


• 1827-28 .. 
1828-29 .. 


Merchandize. 

Treasure. 

Horses. 

2,43,46,598 

1,21,07,794 

7,09,040 

2,60,55,237 

1,20,04,989 

5,01,800 

7,08,639 

1,02,805 

2,07,240 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Decrease. 
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‘^continued,) 

DECREASE. 

INCREASE. 

From Arabian Gulf • • . . . . . . . • 

4,12,030 


Coast of Africa 

— 

97,489 

America 

1.996 

— 


91,82,589 

25 . 8 »,i 83 

* Deduct Decrease 

91.82,589 

Net Increase . 

.. Rs. 

3.98,594 


2 . With reference to Comparative Statement, No. G,* the value of the Exports in 
Merchandize has increased this sca.sun to the amount of rupees 10 , 7 .‘>, 890 ; Treasure 
shows an excess of rupees 0 ,S 6 , 351 , and likewise Horses, of rupees 1 , 33 , 200 , exhibiting 
an idtiinute increase in the Exports-Gcneral in 1828 - 29 , of rupees 21 , 95 , 441 . in the total 
amount of External Commerce of individuals to places beyond the territories subject to 
Bombay. In regard to subordinate Exports, tlie same Statement will exhibit a decrease 
of rupees 13 , 75,853 to Pauwell and thcConcaii; to Surat, rupees 4 , 57 , 548 ; and an 
increase to the Northern Ports of Guzorat of rupees 11 , 28 , 327 . The following 
Statement exhibits the Increase and Decrease in the Exports from hence to each 
place during the official year 1828 - 29 , compared with that of the preceding year, 1827 - 28 . 


To the United Kingdom 

DECREASE. 

INCHEASE. 

26,51,749 

France . . . . . . . . . . ' 

1,18,359 


Brazils 

78.568 

.... 

St. Helena . . . . 


4.50 

Cape of Good Hone 

2,238 


Isles of France ana Bourbon 

— 

7.584 

China 

14.44,969 

Penang and the Eastern Islands 

1.55.858 

— 

Bengal 

1,42,674 

— 

Coast of Coromandel 

— 

99442 

Ceylon . . . . . . . . . . . . , . * 

— 

81,156 

Malabar and Canara | 


8,30.189 

Goa, Demaun and Diu . . 

Cutch and Scind 

! — 

9,909 

' 2,16,583 


Persian Gulf . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1 

11,46,099 

Arabian Gulf 

— 

1,45.855 

Coast of Africa i 

— 

79,070 

America . . . . . . | 

ms 

— 

1 21,66,062 

Deduct Decrease 

Net Increase . . Rs. 

43,61,503 

21,66,069 

91,95441 


Merchandize Treasure. Horses. 


• 1827-28 .. .. 2,78,88,58H 10,53,827. 3,14,000 

1828.29 .. .. 2,89,64,478 20,40,178 4,47,200 
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Exports-Gcneral. 


10,75,890 

5 S 


Increase 


9,86,351 


1,33,200 
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3. The probable circumstances by which the particular branches of the Commerce of 
this Presidency may have been affected^ on comparing the various items of Increase or 
Decrease, will be more clearly and satisfactorily pointed out under the several places of 
Import and Export. 

4. In continuation of the Revenue Statement, accompanying the Report on External 
Commerce of former years, the following Comparative View of the Aggregate Amount 
of Collections by the Custom-house^ during the official years 1827-28 and 1828-29, is 


Comparative Statement of the Collections realized by 


1837- 98 .. 

1838 - 39 . . 

Increase 

Decrease 


CUSTOMS AND MARINE DUTY, | 
at 2 ^ per Cent, and 1 per Cent, 
exclusive of Drawback. 

TOWN DUTY, 

4 per Cent. 

PASSAGE 

BOATS. 

1 

6,04,578 3 11 

1.75,374 3 16 

30,353 2 15 

13,203 3 61 

6.73.125 0 3 

1,75,602 0 82 

26,486 1 5 

13,492 1 76 



31,453 3 8 
\ 

997 1 66 

. i 

3,867 1 10 

388 3 15 

(«) 


(0 


SURPLUS 

FEES. 


49427 3 78 

49.506 0 14 


78 o 36 


FOREIGN 
IMPORT DUTY, 
at per Cent. 


45.261 1 27 
52,269 2 13 


FOREIGN 

EXPORT DUTY, „ nlif" 
. 13 } pc, cent. f 


i3»i.04 8 90 
M 92 2 23 


7,008 o 86 


5 3 86 


5 2 86 


SAYER 

REVENUE 

on 

Spirituous Liquors. 


1,81,746 2 94 
87,285 2 2 


(0 


U) 


7,662 0 67 

w 




94461 0 93 

(m) 


(а) In conMquencc of a leu <iiiantity of Cotton imported this year than the last, 

(б) The decrease under this head is occasioned by the consumption of Sugar, Piece Goods, &c., baviiv been 
much less than the last year. 

{ r) Owing to the several Passage Boats bavii^ been re. farmed at a higher rate this year. 

(d) In couficquence of the less importation of Cotton, and sundry Fees at Mahim. 

(e) In consequence of a less quantity of Goods having been seized this year. 

(/) In consequence of the collection of Sayer Revenue on Mowrah Arrack being transferred to the Collector of 
Sea Customs in the Concan, as per order qf Government, dated 3 d May 1888 . 

(g) In consequence of a less quantity of Cotton imported this year than the last. 
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.KXTSKNAL 

MSD IHTKHNAL UnITBD KiNODOM. 

COMMfCRr'lS 

' ' 5. In former year’s Report it is stated that the first adventures from Bombay to the 

(S.) United Kiii^doni^ under the late Acts^ took place in 1813-14^ and I have now the honour 

Bombay. to annex an Abstract View of the Commerce between the two countries during sixteen 

UnitedTlC years since the opening of the trade. The Imports and Exports include the commerce 

ni e ing om. individuals, and the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships, exclusive of the 
Honourable Company’s investments. 


* 


1813- 14 

1814- 15 

1815- 16 

1816- 17 

1817- 18 

1818- 19 

1819- 20 

1820- 21 

1821- 22 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 

1826- 27 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 



Rs. 


IMPORTS. 


9,26,980 

13,98*653 

23,03,295 

29,84,586 

48,95,198 

70,90,236 

56,02,508 

36,16,219 

43,94,208 

56,24,719 

55,71,313 

50,24,043 

43,02,425 

49,55,872 

81,96,939 

78,12,484 


7,46,99,678 


EXPORTS. 


30,51.543 

27,75,891 

25,94,675 

20,18,463 

47,60,004 

77,36,155 

56,80,608 

14,89,728 

25.38,395 

52,46,502 

59,53,859 

58,87,881 

64,92,462 

39,38.817 

56,85,923 

83,37,672 


7,41,88,578 


Value of Trade. This most important branch of the trade, on reference to Statement No 5,^ presents 

this season a decrease to the amount of rupees 3,84,455, including a deficit in Treasure 
of rupees 8,040, with an increase in Horses of rupees 2,0*20, leaving in the value of the 
goods a deficiency of rupees 3,78,435, in the year under discussion. On comparing the 
Imports. Imports from the United Kingdom of the year 1827-28 with the official year 1828-29, 
although an increase will appear by it on the value of difiereut articles, in the latter 
season, of rupees 15,88,7^^5, chiefly in the extensive Imports of Wine, Beer, Brandy, 
Cochineal, Metals and Woollens, which it may be presumed has arisen generally from 
the greater demand for them, in consequence of the favourable state of the Indian 
markets, both for consumption and exportation ; but at the same time a decrease will 
appear by the Statement herewith submitted to be more considerable, amounting to 
rupees 19,67,220, which may be ascribed in some measure to the unfavourable state of 
the markets, in consequence of die Imports of the preceding year having been carried to 
an extent beyond all precedent (as stated in paragraph 8 of last year’s Report), which 


• 1827-28 81,96,239 

1828-29 78,12,484 


Decrease . • Rs. 3,84,455 
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oocasioned reduced prices in comparison with what formerly obtained here, the markets 
having more especially been over-stocked with British Piece Goods. The Imports of 
Piece Goods in 1827-28, presented an increase beyond the preceding season in rupees 
15,25,103, and Printed Cottons, rupees 3,48,045 j and in the present official year, 
1828-29, a diminution is observable in the former, of rupees 14,65,717, and in the latter, 
rupees 1,49,357, with others enumerated in the following Statement, showing the extent 
of the Increase and Decrease of the several articles compared with the preceding year’s 
Imports at this Port j and the fluctuations which may be always expected to occur in so 
extensive a trade as that carried on with the United Kingdom. 


Anchors 
Beads 
Beer 

Brandy . . 

Broad Cloth 
Canvas . . 

Cochineal 
Confectionery and Sweetmeats 
Copper . . 

Coral 

Cotton Yarn and Thread 
Cutlery and Hardware 


ues . . 

Glass, Window . . 

Jewelleiy 

Iron 

Masts 

Medicines 

Piece Goods 

Pitch 

Printed Cottons . . 

Quicksilver 

Red and White Lead 

Spelter . . 

Stationery and Books 

Steel 

Wine . . 

Woollens 

Sundries 



f NCIIE ASE. 

DECREASE. 

• • • • 

12,241 


• • • ■ 

— 

33 »i 7 i 

• • • • 

97,447 

— 

• « • • 

67,171 

— . 


1,96,410 

— 


— 

47,503 


64,307 

— 

• • • • 

14,906 

— 

• • e • 

75,739 

— ‘4 

• # • • 

10,009 

— 


— 

1,82,017 

.. 1 76,879 


.. 

19,759 

— 

I 

18,965 

. . - < - 
. • 1 

14,020 

• •1 3.60,873 

— 

. ; 10,370 

— 

. • • • 1 

10,269 

• • • • , . — 1 

14 » 65 > 7 i 7 

••1 9,326 1 

— 

. , ' 1 

i, 49»357 

13,879 

— 

. . . . ' 10,896 

— 

. . ; 

19,924 

• f 1 

26,287 


33,029 

— 

• ■ • • 

2,86,466 

— 

143»594 

— 

• • . • 

87,484 

! 

— 

1 

1 

15,88,785 j 

1 

19,67,220 


Deduct Increase . . . . < 15188,785 


Net Decrease 


Rs. 


3,7S>435 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMERCE. 

(S.) 

Bombay. 

United Kingdom 
Imports. 
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Bombay. 

United Kingdom: 
Exports. 


7. It will be seen, by referring to Statement No. 6/ that the Exports to the United 
Kingdom exhibit, in the total, an increase this season, to the amount of rupees 26,51,749; 
but although there be an excess of rupees 8,51,891 in the consignment of Treasule, 
arising probably from the returns made in this way for the increased supply of goods, 
owing to the unfavourable rates of exchange, showing an increase in the value of 
Merchandize of rupees 17,99,858, in favour of our trade with the mother country, it is 
worthy of remark that every article of export, on a comparison of the preceding year, 
has increased, viz. Cotton, rupees 5,44,790; Raw Silk, rupees 4,53,066; Shawls, 
rupees 1,61,288; and a variety of other articles particularized in the following Sketch, 
arising probably from the extended demand and the high price of those articles in the 
Europe market, extensive consignments of which were made this season to the United 
Kingdom, as compared with the Exports of 1827-28. 



DECREASE. 

INCREASE. 

Aloes . . . . 


94,70a 

Camphire 

— 

16,894 

Cardamuras 

— 

37.696 

Cassia 

— 

68,108 

Clpves 

— 

18,860 

Coffee 

— 

13.380 

Coir 


14.388 

Cornelians 

— , 

139395 

Cotton 


5.44.790 

Elephants* Teeth 

— 

91.024 

Gums . . • . 

— 

1.59.418 

Hemp 

— 

90,875 

Indigo 

43>957 

— 

Mother of Pearls 


14,003 

Nankeens . . . . 

— 

71,565 

Raw Silk 

— 

4.53.066 

Rice 

— 

38,100 

Shawls . . 

— 

1,61,988 

Timber 



16,769 

Tortoise-shells 


93,899 

Wine 

— 

19.794 

Sundries 


*9.956 


43>957 

J8, 43.815 

Deduct Decrease 

43.957 

Net Increase Rs* 

17.99.858 

Mercbaadiie. Treasure. 


• 1827>28 .. .. 51 , 46,662 

5 , 39,241 


1828-29 .. .. 69 , 46,540 

13 , 91,132 


Increase • . 17 , 99,858 

8 , 51,891 
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Fbancij:. 

8. From this quarter the Imports will show an increase of rupees 2,60,659, as a 
reference to Statement No. 5 will exhibit, consisting chiefly in the extensive import of 
French Wine, Brandy, with other Europe articles for consumption, which generally find 
a good market here. The following Statement shows the various articles composing the 
Increase and Decrease in this trade, contrasted with 1827-28 : 




DECREASE. 

INCREASE. 

Articles for wearing Apparel 

Brandy 

Broad Cloth . . 

Gloves . . • • . • . . . . • 

Coral . . . . . . . . . . ’ . . 

Cologne Water 

Piece Goods . . 

Spelter 

Stationery and Books 

Wine 

Sundries 


16,250 

18,697 

9»203 

i25»o8l 

31,061 

9,909 

7,474 

20,081 

1 10,416 

2,37,258 



69,231 

3,29,890 


Deduct Decrease 

69.231 


Net Increase 

.. Rs. 

2,80,659 


SXTKRNAL 
AND INTERNAL 
COMMSROK. 


sm^ay. 


Boml 


France : 
Imports. 


9. The Exports to this quarter will be found, by Statement No. 6, to have decreased Exports, 
rupees 1,18,359, including Treasure, rupees 12,960; of whieh sum, rupees 83,920 con- 
sisted of Pepper, being the consignment of the preceding year ; Cotton, rupees 14,32.3 ; 
and Sundries, 7,156 rupees. It may not be consMlercd unworthy of remark, that within 
this period tu cl ve vessels have arrived from Bordeaux and Marseilles; the articles of 
trade arc enumerated in the accompanying Statement ; the Imports thence arc more 
numerous and extensive, amounting to rupees 6,32,917 ; whereas the Exports within the 
same time amounted only to rupees .59,957* It is somewhat remarkable, that only three 
vessels cleared out from this Port thither, the remainder having proceeded from hence to 
Bengal, the Coromandel Coast, Malabar, and Arabian Gulph, probably in the expecta- 
tion of procuring their homeward cargoes on more favourable terms. 


IIamduroh. 

10. The Imports from this quarter exhibit a decrease this season of rupees 27,09.5, Hamburgh : 

as will be seen on reference to Statement No. 5, being the cargo of the English ship, ^'Exports 

Elizabeth, of the port of London, from Hamburgh. The Imports of the year 1827-28, 
were also made by the British ship Vallcyfield ; and there have been no Exports from 
hence during the present and last season. The articles of Increase and DiKsreasc 

will 
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Inmoita and 
Exports. 


will be found contained in the following Sketch, as compared with the Imports of the 
preceding year : 



INCREASE. 

% 

DECREASE. 

Broad Cloth 

.. 

99,740 

Canvas 1 


4.335 

Cordage . . . . < 

2 , 20 t 2 

— 

Cutlery 

— 

L 455 

Gin . . , . . . . . . . . . , . . . . , 1 

1,665 

— 

Glass-ware . . i 

— 

4,198 


6,210 

— 

Kerseymere . . . . . . 

— 

6,695 

Lead 

— 

3,140 

Printed Cottons 

— 

8,679 

Spelter 

4,783 



4,381 


Sundries . . . . . . . . 1 

4,838 

— 

1 

24,077 

51,179 

Deduct Increase • • 

24,077 

Net Decrease 

.. Rs. 

97.095 


11 . Government Duties on the Imports have been collected at the rate of 3 j per cent. 
Customs; and on the article of Printed Cottons, 4 per cent. Town Duty, and subject to 
no advance. 


Brazils : 
In^orts and 
Exports. 


Brazils. 

12 . The Imports from this quarter, on reference to Statement No. 5 , show a decrease 
of rupees 1 , 14 , 076 ; and the Exports, in like manner, have din)inished rupees 78,568 as 
per Statement No. 6 , being entirely the consignments of the preceding season 1827 - 28 ; 
no Imports or Exports having been made within the period under review. The English 
ship, Admiral Benbow, is the only vessel which arrived from the Brazils in ballast 
this year. 


Madeira : 
Imports and 
Exports. 


Madeira. 

13 . An increase in the Imports from this island will be seen of rupees 21 , 045 , on 
reference to Statement No. 5 , chiefly from the increased consignment of Madeira Wine 
this year than in the last ; there have been no FiXports from hence to that island. 


St. Helena : 
Inmorts and 
Exports. 


Saint Helena. 

14 . During the present and the preceding year no Import took place from this quarter- 
The Exports were very inconsiderable, and consisted of a small shipment of Cotton, to 
the value of rupees 45 ^, which was sent there for some commercial purpose this year, as 
reference to Statement No. 6 will exhibit. 
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EXTERNAL 

^ Cape of Good Hope. and interna l 

15. The Imports fVom the Cnpe, on reference to Statement No. 5, present an increase tommerck. 
of nipecs 30/227 j including- tlie value of Horses, rupees 3,000, exhibiting an excess (sT” 

almost entirely in Wine ; and the Exports to this quarter have decreased nipecs 2,238, Bombay. 

as shown on reference to Statement No. 6, and the articles composing it too small to 

deserve remark. 


Isles of France am> Houubon. 

16. From these islands the Imports have decreased rupees 2,20,478, as will appear by 
Statement No. 5, chiefly on the articles of its own produce. Cloves, rupees 1,08,184; 
Sugar, rupees 32,841 ; and Sundries, rupees 4,253, owing to a larger eonsignnioiit of 
Cloves having been made to this Presidency, during the preceding year, than the demand 
required; but tliero was a small increase in the import of lirandy, of rupees 5,800, during 
this season. 

17- Our Exports to these islands, on reference to Statement No. (>, will show an incoii> 
siderable increase this season of rupees 7,58 1 ; 'rreasiire tlccreased rupees 15,502, w'ith 
an increase in Horses of rupees 3,500, producing an excess in the value of Mercliandizc, 
of rupees 10,586; Cotton alone fell oil* rupees 15,200* which avus exported last season, 
and Sundries, rupees 1,472. The increase in the Exports w-as in the article of Grain, of 
rupees 36,258, arising from the demand being unusually great in these islands during the 
present season. 


Isles of France 
and Bourbon : 
Imports. 


Exports. 


China. 

18. This important and valuable branch of commerce Avill exhibit this season, in the 
total amount of Imports, a net decrease of rupees 3,87,100, as compared A>ith that of the 
preceding year, the greatest part of which consisted in Treasure, which ftdl short of those 
of the preceding year, to the amount of rupees 6,00,054 ; and Horses, rupees 3,900 ; 
leaving an inconsiderable increase in the value of Merchandize, of rupees 2,25,845 in 
favour of 1828-29, as referenee to Statement No. 5 will dcmoiLstrate.* The ^ocreaso 
above noticed in this trade, may be ascribed probably to the commerrial accounts from 
China being rather unfavourable, owing to the increased demand and the high prices of 
China produce in that market. The value of Goods, bearing Customs, itiij^orted in 
1828-9, amounted to upwards of 51 lacs, and that Treasure, free of Duties, t6 upwards 
of 93 lacs; the enormous sum in specie, no doubt, must have been the balance due for 
Opium, and other Goods left tlicre unsold, w'heii the last Returns w'cre made. On a 
comparison of the Imports for the years 1827-28 and 1828-29, the Aalue of iliflerent 
articles of Import will appear during the latter season to have increased to iqiwards of 
eight lacs, proceeding in a great measure from a somewhat more favourable state of the 
market here, both for consumption and exportation. On the other hand, a deflcieiicy 

will 


China : 
Imports. 


Merchandize. TreaBure. 


49,02, S<;2 
61,28,707 

2,26,845 

Increase. 


99,17,753 

93,08,699 

Decrease. 


• 1827-2B 
1828-29 
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China : 
Imports. 


will appear in this Commerce of upwards of six lacs, owing in a great degree to the 
diminished Imports from that quarter^ and this falling off is attributable, no doubt, to 
the difficulty of obtaining a return for the Goods exported to that market, which has 
induced merchants to prefer Treasure to Goods, as being, of the two, the least disad- 
vantageous mode of making his returns. The subjoined Statement will show, under one 
view, the Increase and Decrease in this trade, compared with the amount of the same 
articles imported in 1827-28. 


Alum • « 

Brass Leaf . . 
Cassia 

China-ware . . 

Cochineal 

Copper 

False Beads . . 
Fireworks 
Hartal, Arsenic 
Iron • . 

Lead , . 

Mace 
Nutm^s 
Piece Goods 
Raw Silk 
Stationery 
Sugar 

Sunimerheads 
Tea • • • t 

Tobacco 
Vermilion 
Sundries 


* 4 P[. 




DECREASE. 


INCREASE. 


I4i»37 


10,683 

1,83,606 

i> 04*6 i 3 

11,879 

191852 

2,22,301 

29,648 


39.258 

28,424 

2,90,357 

34.97a 

1,741587 

63,885 


62,482 


13,018 

28,203 


Deduct Decrease 


1,19,444 


16,679 

44,289 

4,171 


6,18,583 


8,44,428 


8,18,583 


Net Increase 


Rs. 


2,25,845 


19. It is here proper to observe, that the Report of the year 1827-28 recorded a serious 
decrease of rupees 8,25,000, upon the caigoes of the late ship Byramgore, of this Port ; 
yet there appears, this year, a fWlhher decrease in our Revenue upon the cargoes of the 
late unfortunate Portuguese brig, Dourado, from Macao, which was wrecked near 
Singapore ; her cargo consisted of dollars, nearly three lacs, and goods about two lacs ; 
bound to this Port. 

Exports, ^8. The Statement No. 6, for the year 1827-28, exhibits an increase in the exporta- 

tion to China, to the^^ount of rupees 29,32,688 ; that of 1828-29 has, on the contraiy, 
undergone an extraordinary decrease, of rupees 14,44,969, of which sum, rupees 17,600 
was on account of Treasure morg^ exported, as also in that of Horses, rupees 1,300; 
exhibiting a serious diminution in %e value of omLjBxports to China this season, to the 

extent 
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entent of rupees 14^63,869, as will be shown on reference to Statement No. 6^* a great 
part of which may be accounted for by the unfavourable state of the Canton markets^ 
principally for the chief article of our trade» Opiuni^ whicli has decreased rupees 9^07^540 ; 
as also in that of Cotton, rupees 8,03,190; the great decline here apparent is attributable 
to the markets being dull for those articles, and no doubt, from the largo shipments of 
Opium from Demaun and the other side of India, which was formerly so advantageous, 
and generally found to obtain a moderate profit. Notwithstanding, the Exports from 
tionco will appear to have increased upwards of four lacs, in Sandal Wood, Pearls, Shark 
Fins, &c. These consignments were probably mnde more this year from the markets here 
being dull for these articles, than from any positive demand for them in that market. 
The Increase and Decrease above reported will be found in the following articles, com- 
pared with that of 1827-28 : 


1 

iSrCltEASE. 

DECREASE. 

1 

Cornelians . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . | 


53.937 

Cotton . . . , . . i 

— 

8,03.190 

Cotton Yam, Europe . . 1 

— 

16,307 

Cow Bezoar . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 1 

— 

16,350 

Elephants' Teeth . . 

— 

45.817 

Gums , . . . . . . . . • 

17,646 

— 

Gynda ^ 

10,516 

— 

Opium • . . . 

— 

9.07.540 

Pearls 

>. 07 i 333 


Piece Goods . . . . 

— 

41,404 

Putchuck or Wooplato • . . . 

28,753 

— 

Sandal Wood . • 

2,04,124 


Shark Fins 

65,285 


Sundries 

— 

12,984 


4.33.657 , 

18,97.596 




Deduct Increase 

.. 

4.33.657 

Net Decrease 

• • Rs. 

14163,869 


£XT£RKAL 
AND JNTERKAI. 
C0MM2RCE. 


Bombay. 


China : 
Exports. 


Manilla. 

21. The Imports from this quarter show an increase this season of rupees 4,12,412, as Manilla : 
shown by Statement No. 5, the greatest part of^hich was in the article of its own Imports and 
produce. Sugar, of rupees 4,06,123; in Sappan t^od, rupees 6,097; and Tobacco, Exports, 
rupees 192, which generally finds a ready salo at this Port, both for shipping and con- 
sumption. No import took place from Manilla during the preceding year, nor have 
Exports been made thither during this and last season. These Imports were made by 

British 


* MeKhandice. 

1827 - 28 .. .. 1 , 37 , 14,979 

1828 - 29 .. .. ||^, 51,110 

^ Decrease 

5 T 2 


14 , 63,869 
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Penang and the 
Eastern Islands : 
Imports. 


Exports. 


British ships. Government Duties were levied at the rate of 34 per cent. Customs^ and 
4 per cent. Town Duty, on the principal article of Sugar, under an advance of 20 per 
cent., subject to Drawback if exported. 


Penang and the Eastern Islands. 

22. On reference to Comparative Statement No. 5, the Imports from these islands 
will exhibit an increase of rupees 31,757 Treasure, will apjiear to have exceeded those 
of the preceding year in the sum of rupees 1,15,5.58; and Horses, rupees 850; leaving 
in the value of Mercliandize a decrease of rupees 81,051. At the same time, it will be 
observed^ there is a considerable decrease, to the amount of rupees 2,40,0/9, compared 
with the Imports of the former year, chiefly occasioned by a diminished import of Sugar 
and other Eastern produce, this year than the preceding. The articles on which there 
was an increase, were Dammer, Tin, Copper, See. The following articles will show the 
particulars of the Increase and Decrease from this cpiarter during 1828-29: 


Benjamin 

Cauth 

Copper 

Cubebs 

Dammer 

Elephants* Teeth 

Lakh . . 

Pepper 
•Raw Silk 
Suppan Wood 
Sugar • • 

Timber 
Tin 

Sundries 











INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 



. • * . 




40,170 



• • • e 


— 

11,285 



• • • t 


40,939 

— 



• • • • 


— 

11,525 



• • » • 


12,851 

— 



• • • • 


— 

18,030 



• • • • 


22,267 

— 



• « • • 


— 

13,184 

• • 




— 

16,478 

• • 


• • • « 


27,815 






— ' 

h ^ 5 * i 95 

• 9 


99 99 


— 

10,212 

9 9 




29,746 

— 





27,810 

— 





1,61,428 

0,46,079 



Deduct Increase 

■ • • • 

1,61,428 



Net Decrease 


.. Rs- 

84,651 


23. The Exports tliis season will present a decrease of rupees 1,55,858, including 
Horses, rupees 8,000, witli an increase in Treasure of rupees 305, showing a deficit in 
our traffic, in Goods, of rupees 1,48,163, owing to extensive Exports of the following 
articles having been made the preceding year, in consequence of some increased demand 
which existed* and the present lot|||frice in the Eastern markets. Opium is the only 
article which increased rupees 10,425 this season. The Decrease above noticed are 


as follows ; 


Articles for Wearing Apparel 
Piece Goods • . • • • • 

Printed Cottons 

baltpctre . . • • • * , 

Sea-cow, Horse and Morse Teeth 
Sundries • s • • 


Net Decrease 


Rs. 


7»097 

1,06,590 

7»540 

14,000 

5»6a8 

8,308 


1,48,163 
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" Bengal. 

24 . This extensive Trade will bo found to exhibit a decrease when compared with 
those of last two preceding* years, yet this import is inconsiderable to what its extent 
was some years since. In 1827-28 was presented a decrease over those of former years 
of rupees 3 , 07 , 886 , and in the present official -year has also diminished to tlie amount of 
rupees 6 , 15 , 675 , including rupees 1,000 in Horses, producing a net decrease in Merchandize 
of rupees 0 , 14 , 675 , from this Presidency, in the year under review, as shown in State- 
ment No. 5 . The chief articles of decrease were Grain, Pie(» Goods, Uaw Silks, &c. 
owing probably to the extensive Imports from other parts, and consequently low prices 
in this market ; but on comparing the Imports with the preceding year, it will appear 


there is an increase of inpees 2 , 22,303 in Sugar, Gininies, Broad C 3 oth, and 
Jewellery, in consequence of the two former articles being required for consumption 
and exportation, which in its Imports generally obtain a moderate profit in this 
market. Tlie following Statement will show the particulars of the Increase and Decrease 
in question: 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Broad Cloth . . 

Grain 

Gunnies 

Iron . . 

Jewellery, Europe , . 

Lakh . . 

Long Pepper . . 

Piece Goods • . 

Raw Silk 

Sugar 

Sundries 

25.(>94 

64,602 

22,770 

1*09,237 

3,24,204 

14 , 77 ^> 

31,044 

1 0,636 

3,41,452 

69,504 

45,36a 


2,23,303 

8,36.978 

Deduct Increase . . 

.. 

2,22,303 

Net Decrease 

.. Hs. 1 

6,14,675 


external 

AND INTERNAL 

commerce. 

( 3 .) 

Bombay. 

Bengal : 
Imports. 


25 . Our Exports to Bengal continue, as last year, to show a decrease*. The Statement Exports. 
No. 6, for the preceding year, exhibited a decrease of rupees V) 0 ,rj 75 ; by the same 
document will appear this season a deiicieiicy of rupees 1 , 42 , 674 . IVeasure gives an 
increase of rupees 10 , 600 , and Horses 14,200 rupees ; Merchandize suffered a diniinu' 
tion of rupees 1 , 67 , 474 . The Bengal market having been overloaded, the exporters no 
longer find the same advantage they formerly did, which may reasonably account for 
the diminished EIxport in this trade. There will appear, however, an increase of 

ru pet's 



EXTERNAL 
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rupees 1,10,664 in different articles; these consignments were probably made more 
from the markets hero being dull, than that there existed a demand for them in 
that market. The following Statement will show the Increase and Decrease above 
tu ticed : 


Bengal: 

Experts. 


« 




INCREASE. 

DECREA 8 S. 

Alum 

a 7 ,a 8 o 


Cotton 

— 


Cotton Yarn, Europo 

— 

15,30a 

Ghee 

— 

10465 

Glass, Window 

» 8 ,t 75 

— 

Lamita 

19,300 

— * 

Pepper 

21,305 

•— 

Piece Goods • . 

— 

t.35,675 

Printed Cottons 

— 

40,156 

Salt 

ia.857 

— 

Seeds 

~ 

11,915 

Sundries 

J 8,747 

— 


1,10,664 

3,78,138 

] 

Deduct Increase 

1,10,664 

Net Decrease 

.. Ea> 

»»67474 


Coast of Coromandel, 


Coast of 
Coromandel : 
Imports. 


Exports. 


26. From this coast the Imports will be found to have decreased, rupees 10,675, as 
appears by the accompanying Statement No. 5, but at the same time there will appear 
an increase of rupees 44,381, chiefly in the value of Madras Piece Goods, of rupees 
39,793 ; and Lakh, rupees 4,588 ; arising from the increased demand for them in this 
market. The diminished Import was rupees 55,056. Cloves alone fell off, rupees 
29,890, with a few other trifling articles, in extent so very limited as scarcely to deserve 
notice. 

27. Statement No. 6 presents ^ increase in tlie Exports to this quarter of rupees 
9,442. In Horses there has been an increase of rupees 10,000, leaving in Merchandize 
an insignificant decrease of rupees 558. On a comparison of the Exports of 1827-28 
with 1828-29, there will appear, during the latter season, an increase of several articles, 
of rupees 69,496, owing to a greater demand this season on that coast. On the other 
hand, a decrease of rupees 68,938 will be observed in this commerce, chiefly occasioned 
in consequence of low price, and owing to a limited demand in that maihet. Ihe following 
Statement will show the Increase and Decrease above alluded to : 
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Coast of 
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Exports. 


Net Decrease . . Us. 558 

Ceylon. 

28. The Imports from this island, alluded to in Statement No. 5, present an increase Ceylon : 

of rupees 97.823, occasioned chiefly in the article of its own produce. Coffee, of Iin^ru. 

rupees 83,233; Sugar, rupees 7,846; and Sundries, rupees 6,744. The Commerce from * 

this qwrter continues to improve. The value of Coffee, in 1827-28, was rupees 48,811 ; 
but this year exhibits a more extensive Import, to the amount of rupees 1,32,044; and 
nearly the whole con8ig:nments were shipped for the Europe markets, with some ad- 
vantageous sale. 

29. In like manner the Exports to this island have increased rupees 81,IS6L On Exports. 
referMice to Statement No. 6, in Horses, will show a decrease of rupees 1,900. In 
Merchandize, producing an increase of rupees 83,056 within the present season. Piece 

Goo^ was the only article which diminished, rupees 40,973 ; for the article has not of 
Ute b^n much in demand, and prices generally lower, from the great import of Britisli 
1 market. There has been a large increase in our Exports, of rupees 

1,24^029, of which Grain alone was valued at rupees 52,073; Wine, nipecs 16,294; 

^tables, rupees 16,058; and rupees 39,604 in various other articles of inferior value, 
tor consumption, owii^ to some scarcity and the demand being greater than usual 
in that Island during' the present season. ^ 

Malabar and Canara. 

30. There appears an increase in the Imports from these Provinces, of rupees 1,15,136 ; 
in Treasure have diminished nipecs 35,780, leaving an excess in Goods, of rupees 
lj50,916, as a reference to Statement No. 5 will show; but a comparison of the Imports 
with ^ articles of the precedii^ year there will exhibit an increase, though more 
mtensive from this quarter, of rupees 8,85,131. Th© increase was upon the article 
Sandal Wood, of rupees 3,42,295; Cotton, nipecs, 2;51,788, and various other valuable 

items 
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items of Imports from this quarter, owing to the favourable state of the markets here, 
for (exportation and consumption. Notwithstanding, a defalcation will be observed in 
this trade of upwards of seven lacs, principally in the articles of Copra, Grain, Piece 
Goods, &c. occasioned by a fall of price, and owing to a less demand for them in this 
market, from the great importation from other countries. The articles of Increase and 
Decrease above reported, wdll be found contained in the following Sketch : 








DECREASE. 

INCREASE. 

Beetle-nut . . 






— 

48,898 

Chilly 






— 

>3.367 

Cocoa-nuts . . 






40,579 

— 

Coir . . 




• • t • 




3>,759 

Copra 




• • • • 


1 .^ 5,339 



Cotton 






— 

2,51.788 

Ghee 




• • ■ • 


87,818 


Ginger 




• • • • 


66,557 

— 

Grain 




• « • • 


1,17,161 

— 

Oil . . 




• • • • 


U.317 


Pepper 




• • • • 


— 

10,878 

Piece Goods 




♦ • • • 


2 , 12 * 2,444 

1 

Sandal Wood 




• • • • 


— 

3,42,295 

Shark Fins . . 




« • • • 

.. 1 

1 — 

12,237 

Sugar 




• • • • 

1 

— 

42,382 

Timber 




• • • • 


— 

1,07,403 

Turmeric 






— 

23,243 

Sundries 




.. 

1 

1 

— 

991 







7 , 34,215 

8,85,131 





Deduct Decrease . . 

7,34,215 





Net Increase 

Rs. 

>,50,916 


Exports : 3 J^ The Exports to these Provinces, on reference to Statement No. 6, will be seen to 

have also increased to the amofttit of rupees 2 , 30 , 189 , of which sum Treasure was rupees 
30 , 608 ; and Horses were more;4bnsidcrable, of rupees 1 , 13 , 400 : this consignment,^ 
understood to have arisen from the increased demand for them at that coast this season, 
exhibiting an increase in Merchandize of rupees 86,181 ; but on comparing the value of 
Exports of tlio present with that of the preceding year, there appears to be an increase 
in the different articles of our Exports of rupees 2 , 29 , 432 , which may be attributed to 
the favourable state of the markets on the coast. On the other hand^ a:* diminidied 
Export will appear, of rupees 1 , 43 , 251 , in consequence, it is believed, of the markets 
having been dull, and the supply rather abundant. The following Statement constitutes 
the Increase and Decrease in question: 
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Articles for Wearing Apparel 

Beer 

Brandy 
Broad Cloth 

Camphire 

Cop^r 

Cotton 

Cutlery 

Eatables 

Hing 

Iron 

Opium 

Piece Goods 
Printed Cottons 
Raw Silk . . 

Shawls 

Spelter 

Stationery and Books 
Sugar 

Wine 

Sundries 


Net Increase 


DECREASE. 

INCREASE. 

... 

10,734 

— 

7,905 

— 

*0,503 

— 

14,262 

— 

5, (’98 

— 

28,468 

— 

*1,615 


5,819 

— 

.^),343 

*3,989 

— 

— 

*8.9*5 

— 

*6,500 

•« 9,534 

— 


9,098 

10,630 

— 

— 

*7,407 

12,489 

.... 

16,609 

— 

— 

22,263 

— 

15,793 

’ 

29,109 

1 i, 43 >‘- 25 i 

2,29,432 

rcase , • 

1,43,251 

. . Rs. 

86,181 
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Goa, Demaun and Diir. 


32. From this quarter will be seen, on reference to Statement No, 5, that the imports 
have increased rupees 55,275; in Treasure there was a decrease of rupees 14,422, leaving 
an excess in Merchandize of rupees 69,697. The Imports in Cloves were by far the 
most considerable, of rupees 1,07,755; and Sundries, rupees 15,980. Tlie increased 
Import of Cloves was made by a Portuguese ship here, no doubt the produce of Eastern 
Islands, and arises from the article finding its way to this Presidency, in consequence of 
its not having been saleable at the port to which it is usually consigned, and meeting 
here with a ready market for exportation; but the Impoi4^ in Cocoa-nuts fell off rupees 
54,038, owing to a less quantity, and low price in tlie market. 

33. To this quarter the Exports will shew an increase of rupees 9,909, as per State- 
ment No. 6, of which sum Treasure was rupees 945, and Horses rupees 300 ; leaving in 
Goods, the sum of rupees 8,664. The chief article of increase was Copper, rupees 
10,926 ; Sugar, 20,497 ; and Broad Cloth, rupees 3,877. The articles of decrease 
an^ounted to rupees 26,636, consisting of Grain, Tea, Eatables, Spelter and Wine, less 
exported this season than in the preceding. 

5 U 


Goa, Demaun, 
and Diu : 
Imports. 


Exports. 
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Cutch and Scind. 

34. The value of the Import Trade from these countries, as specified in Statement 
No. 5, exhibits an increase, of rupees 1,53,843, including Treasure, rupees 5/290. In 
Horses there has been less, rupees 98,460; showing, in the value in Goods, an increase 
to the extent of rupees 2,47,013, occasioned chiefly by the Imports therefrom being 
more in Cotton, rupees 2,68,138; Ghee, rupees 1,10,369; and Sundries, 1,230, which 
generally obtains an advantageous sale in this market ; however, a decrease will appear 
from this quarter, of rupees 1,32,724; in the diminished import of Grain, rupees 58,422; 
Elephants’ Teeth, rupees 38,212, and various other articles, proceeding from the prices 
having materially fallen here, owing to the extensive importation from other quarters. 

,35. On reference to Statement No, 6, a decrease of rupees 2,16,583 will appear in 
the Exports to this quarter during this season, of which rupees 39,100 consisted -of 
'Freasure, and Horses 400 rupees ; in Merchandize there exhibits a decrease of rupees 
1,77,883; ill the single article of Piece Goods, a deficiency is observable of rupees 
2,00,326, owing probably to the demand being unusually great in those countries during 
the preceding year, and the markets being, in consequence, overloaded with British 
Piece Goods, which caused a diminution in the present season. By the same document 
will be perceived an increase of rupees 1,19,494, chiefly in Iron, Cotton Yarn, Copper, 
&c. proceeding from the articles having become rather scarce, and the prices having 
increased in tlie interior of those countries at the time. The Increase and Decrease here 
reported will be found in the following Statement; 


Cardamums 
Cochineal . . 
Cocoa-nuts 
Copper 

Cotton Yarn, Europe 

Gunnies 

Jagree 

Iron 

Lead 

Piece Goods 

IVinted Cottons 

Raw Silk 

Spelter 

Steel 

Sugar 

Sundries 



Deduct Increase 
Net Decrease . . Rs. 
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^ Persian Gulf. 

36. From the Persian Gulf the Imports will exhibit a considerable increase this season, 
to the amount of rupees 13,05,524, as appears by the accompanying Statement No. 5. 
The Imports in Specie were by far the most extensive, which show an increase beyond the 
preceding, of rupees 8,38,120. In Horses there has l)een a decrease of rupees 1,03,750, 
owing to the demand being less, in consequence of the large consignments of the preceding 
year to this market; exhibiting in the value of Goods an increase of rupees 5,71,145, 
arising principally on account of a very extensive Importation therefrom of Raw Silk, of 
rupees 3,07,874; Dates, rupees 1,16,077 ; Copper, old, rupees 1,0(),451 ; and Sundries, 
rupees 11,367, owing to the favourable state of the markets hero; whilst, on the other 
hand, a decrease will be perceived from this quarter of rupees 60,624, in Diamonds, 
Hing, and Lamita, attributable entirely to a diminution of these articles during the 
present season. 

37* All increase in the Exports to the Persian Gulf will be seen, on reference to State- 
ment No^ 6, to the amount of rupees 11,46,099, including a largo consignment of 
Treasure, rupees 1,09,084, which was shipped to Muscat for some commercial purpose: 
it leaves an increase in Merchandize of rupees 10,37,015. (Last year’s Report presented 
a considerable decrease in the General Exports to this quarter, of rupees 8,25,646, in the 
diminished Export of Piece Goods and Shawls, owing to the markets in the Gulf being 
overstocked with those articles.) The increase above stated is occasioned by an extensive 
consignment having been made Uiis year of Europe Piece Goods, Cashmere Shawls, 
Sugar, Cardamums, Cassia, Coftee, Pepper, with various other valuable articles of 
Exports, owing to the demand being great, and in consequence of the favourable state 
of the Persian markets ; whereas a deficit will be observed in this trade, of rupees 
2,99,034 ; in the single article of Grain, to the amount of rupees 2,04,694, which was 
exported last season, in consequcnco of great scarcity, and consequent high prices of 
Grain in the interior, for the consumption of those markets : the remainder was coin^ 
prised of Indigo, Lead, and Printed Cottons, of which less were exported in this than 
the last. The following sketch shows the articles composing the Increase and Decrease 
in this trade : 


DECREASE. 


INCREASE. 


Broad Cloth 
Cardamums . . 
Cassia . . 

China-ware 
Coffee . . 

Cotton Yarn, Europe 
Grain . . 

Indigo . . 

Iron • . 

Lakh .. 

Lead .. 

Pepper 

Piece Goods • . 
PHnted Cottons 


3,04,694 

46,740 


31,389 


36,311 


10,575 

47.569 

85,701 

10,895 

63,74® 

33,979 


4 ®, 466 
18,810 

86,533 

®, 85.57® 
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\conlintied,) 


DECREASE. 


INCREASE. 


Raw Silk 
Sappan Wood 
Shawls . . 
Suitar . . 

Tin .. 
Sundries 


Deduct Decrease 


8 , 99,034 


19,916 

59,110 

3,85,819 

1,73,319 

86,753 

45,883 


13,36,049 


8,99,034 


Net Increase 


Rs. 


10,37,015 


Akauian Gulf. 

38. The Imports from this quarter in 1827-28 presented an increase beyond the pre- 
ceding year of rupees 4,53,084, of which the Imports in Treasure were by far the most 
considerable, of rupees 4,81,798, leaving a decrease in the value in Goods, rupees 28,714. 
The Import in the year under Report, on the contrary, has undergone a total decrease, 
amounting in toto rupees 4,12,030 ; Treasure occasioned the deficit above exhibited in 
the Imports, being in the heavy sum of rupees 4,01,553, leaving in the value in Mer- 
chandize a decrease of rupees 10,477 in the present season, as reference to Statement 
No. 5 will exhibit. On comparing the Imports with the preceding year, an increase will 
be seen in the several articles from the Gulf in 1828-29, of rupees 1,01,808, as well as a 
deficiency of rupees 1,12,285. The chief Import of Coffee, which was formerly very 
great, has of late declined ; this must be attributable to the ports of that coast being 
much visited by foreign vessels, trading from America and France, where they complete 
the more valuable return cargoes as are required for their market, at much more reason- 
able rates and superior qualities. The increase and decrease here reported will be found 
contained in the following Statement: 


Aloes .. 

Copper, Old . . 
Elephants’ Teeth 
False Beads 
Gum Arabic . . 
— _ Olibauum 
Lamita • • ' 
Pearls . . 

Piece Goods . . 
Shark Fins 
Sundries 


Deduct Increase • . 
Net Decrease . • 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

13.508 


10,977 

— 

18,309 

— 

— 

18,637 

33,016 


36,998 

— 

— 

11,666 

— 

30,900 

— 

16,305 

" — 

10»038 

^ — 

34,849 

1,01,808 

1,13,385 

• • • • • a 

1,01,808 

• • Rs. 

10,477 
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39. The Exports^ on reference to Statement No. 6 , present an increase of rupees 
L45jS55, inclusive of Treasure, rupees 28,^80 ; in Merchandize there exhibits an in> 
crease of rupees 1,17.575. Taking a comparative view of our Exports from hence, in 
tills and in the last year, an increase of rupees 2,0*1,43^1 will appear on the several articles 
of Export during the former, owing entirely to the diminished consignments of the pre- 
ceding year, and present demand in that quarter. Although there appears a decrease in 
the single article of Grain, of rupees 8G,8.')9, in consequence of less demand, and con- 
sequent low price in those markets. The increase and decrease are as follows : 


DECREASE. | INCREASE. 


China-ware 

Grain . . 

Iron 

Pepper 

Piece Goods . . 
Shawls . . 

Tobacco 

Sundries 

•• 


Oi 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

10,047 

21,066 

21,030 

99.753 

23.9»5 

15.583 

13,040 




86,859 . 

2 , 04,434 



Deduct Decrease . . 

1 

• • • • • ' 

86,859 



Net Increase 

. . Rs. 

1 . 17.575 


Coast of Africa. 

40. From the African Islands the Imports, on reference to Statement No. 5, exhibit 
an increase this season of rupees 97,482, almost entirely in the excess of Treasure of 
rupees 96,849, leaving an insignificant increase in Merchandize of rupees 633 ; but on 
examination of this trade with the preceding year, there will appear an increase of 
rupees 37,622, chiefly upon the value f)f Rhinoceros’ Horn, Sea Cows, Myrrh and 
Wine ; whilst a deficiency at the same time will appear, of rupees 36,989, in the dimi- 
nished import of Cloves, Elephants’ Teeth, Gum Copal, and other trifling articles from 
this quarter in the present season. 

41. With reference to Statement No. 6 , the Exports will show an increase of rupees 
79,070, including Treasure, rupees 4,600; in Merchandize exhibits an increase of rupees 
74,470; but on comparing the year 1827-28 with that of 1828-29, there will be observed 
a more extensive increase in ^e several articles of our Exports, amounting to rupees 
1,02,386; the excess was in Piece Goods, of rupees 69,036; Iron, rupees 14,025; 
Brass Work, rupees 9,196; and Sundries, rupees 9,529, occasioned by extensive con- 
signments having been made this season to the difTcreiit African Ports, from the increased 
demand, with some chance of gain. The articles of decrease only amounted to rupees 
27,916 ; in Grain, rupees 20,572, and Cotton, rupees 7,344 ; this may in a great degree 
be attributed to the high prices which were obtained in those markets during the preceding 
season. 


EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAI 
COMMERCE. 

Bombay. 

Arabian Gulf: 
Export'^. 


Coa^it uf Afi'icn : 
Imports. 


Exports. 



m THIRD APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT ot 


KXTIBNAI. 
AND IWXRNAb 
COMMBRGB. 


Bomlmy. 

America : 
Importi. 


Exports. 


America. 

42. The cause of the wy limited extent of the trade lately carried on between this 
Presidency and the United States of America, must be too apparent to require any re- 
mark from this office. In the Statements herewith submitted, it will be found that the 
total of this commerce, in 1827-28, was rupees 16,613; in 1828-29, rupees 14 , 617 , 
which leaves a deficit in the Utter season, of rupees 1,996 ; which sum includes Treasure, 
rupees 1,142, and in Mercliandixe, rupees 854, as will appear on reference to Statement 
No. 5. 

43. The Ebcports to this quarter in like manner have decreased, rupees 6,813, being 
entirely tlie consignments of the preceding year, as per Statement No. 6, no Exports to 
America having taken place during the year 1828-29. It may not be considered unworthy 
of remark, that the vessel which arrived from America, cleared out direct from this 
Port to Penang and the Eastern Islands, in the expectation of procuring cargoes, &c. 
there on more favourable terms for that market. 


SUBORDINATES : 


Subordinates : 
Panwell and the 
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Imports. 


Panwell and the Concan. 

44. The total Imports from Panwell and the Concan will show this season an increase 
to the amount of rupees 6,21,048, as specified in Statement No. 5. The Imports in 
specie were by far the most considerable, exceeding the preceding year in rupees 8,06,789 ; 
in Horses there was a decrease of rupees 10,700, leaving in the value in Merchandize a 
defalcation of rupees 1,75,041, during the present season. But on comparing the Imports 
of 1827-28 and 1828-29, there will exhibit a decrease in the latter season of rupees 
2,71,899; the chief item was Grain, rupees 1,66,416 ; and several other articles, which 
would appear to have been imported here in less quantities tins year, from the abundant 
supplies from other quarters, and the prices having materially fallen in this Presidency. 
There are others which at the same time have increased, rupees 96,858, arising, in cdl 
probability, from the articles being required for the consumption of this market. The 
subjoined Sketch will exhibit the increase and decrease, as compared with the Imports of 
the preceding year; 


Arrack 
Bale Lathings 
Cotton 
Ghee .. 
Grain . . 
Hemp .. 
Jagree 
Rafters 
Sundries 


Deduct Increase 
Net Decrease .. 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

36,344 



•^446. 



*0,733 

— ' 

39>78i 




96.868: 

•> 71.690 

fl a e e 

96.658 

Rs. 

i>75><>4t 
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45 . Our Exports^ on the contrary, have decreased during the present season to the 
amazing sum of rupees 13 , 75 , 853 ; tlie greatest part of which consisted of Treasure less 
exported, to the amount of rupees 9 , 45 , 833 , it is believed, in consequence of a great 
fall of grain at this Presidency ; and in Horses it has increased, rupees 83 , 625 , owing 
to the great demand and high prices in the interior ; the value of Merchandize has been 
reduced, to the amount of rupees 5 , 13 , 645 ; but on a comparison of the several articles 
of Exports in this with the preceding year, the decrease would appear, though more 
extensive, of rupees 9 , 46 , 731 , which may be ascribed to the Exports of the preceiling 
year having been carried to a greater extent than there existed a demand for in these 
markets.' However, an increase will present itself this year, of rupees 4 , 33 , 086 , on the 
amount of various articles of trade, arising generally from the greater demand for them 
in the present season. The following Statement exhibits the increase and decrease above 
noticed : 


Arrack 

— 





INCREASE. 

» 1.873 

Articles for Wearing Apparel 





— 

Beads 







Beer . . 




• 



Broad Cloth 




• • 


37,339 

Copper, Old . . 




• 


26,885 

Copra 





• • 

— 

Coral 





• • 

— 

Dates 





• • 

— 

Eatables 

• 





— 

False Beads 






— 

Hing 


• • 


• • 




Jewellery, Country . . 




• • 


— 

Iron 

• • 





11,850 

Lead 






— 

Mace 

• • 

e • 




— 

Nankeens 

0 • 




• • 

— 

Nutmega 

■ • 



• 9 

• • 

— 

Pearls 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1,77,158 

Pepper 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

11,933 

Piece Goodi . . 


9 • 

• 9 


• p 

1 , 33,110 

Raw SUk 

t • 

■ • 



p m 

— 

Shawb 

• w* 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 9 


Spelter 

• • 

• • 

e • 

• e 

• • 

— 

Stadonki7 and Booki 

• • 

• • 

• • 

» • 

• • 

— 

Sugar 

• • 

• e 

• ■ 

• • 

• * 

— 

Taa 

• ■ 

• • 

e • 

• • 


11,093 


DECIIEASK 


30,869 

15,0/50 

23»995 


36,019 

28.687 
33,880 
18,825 
25,890 
10,770 

1,49,262 

18,457 

11,217 

18.688 

15,310 


2,88,748 

38,090 

11,344 

18,770 

49,450 

(continued.) 
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INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Timber 

Tin . . 

Wine — 

Sundries 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• ■ • • mm 

mm • • ■ • 

• • • • • • 

• • a • • • 

• • • • mm 

>>.846 

15.841 

51.827 

56,749 




4.33 »o 86 

9.4^.731 



Deduct Increase 

. . 

4.33.086 



Net Decrease 

Rs. 

5.13.645 


Surat : 
Imports. 


Surat. 

40. The Imports continue^ as in last year, to fall off in the net amount of rupees 
7/29,255; in Merchandize, 2,51,585; and Treasure, rupees 4,77,607, as a reference to 
Statement No. 5 will exhibit. A decrease in several of the principal articles will be seen 
on a comparison of 1827-28 and 1828-29, of rupees 2,97,714; which will be found to 
have fallen chiefly in the article of Cotton, rupees 2,69,617 ; and Sundries, rupees 28,097, 
occasioned by a less quantity being imported this season than the last. There was an 
increase, of rupees 46,129, in Indigo, Gold Lace, Grain, &c, for the consumption of 
this market. The following is the increase and decrease in this trade during the present 
season ; 


INCREASE. 


DECREASE. 


Exports. 


Brass Work 
Cotton 
Gold Lace 
Grain . . 
Indigo 
Piece Goods 
Raw Silk 
Rus Camphirc 
Sundries 


5»947 

8,408 
3>532 
21, 118 


7,124 


2,69,617 


4,805 

7,032 

16,260 


Deduct Increase 
Net Decrease . . 


46,129 


.. Rs. 


2,97,714 

46,129 

2,51,585 


47. Statement No. 6 will also present, in the Exports, a serious decrease, amounting 
on the whole, to rupees 4,57,548, including Treasure, rupees 85,103, and Horses, rupees 
3,625, leaving a deficiency in Merchandize, of rupees 3,68,820. The articles on which 
there was decrease were Piece Goods, of rupees },56,109; Raw Silk, rupees 87,725 ; 
Elephants* Teeth, rupees 40,259 ; and different other articles, owing to a less deniand. 
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aiid prices rather low in tliat market. Notwithstanding, an excess will bo seen, of rupees 
86,655 111 the several articles of Exports, in consequence of some increased demand for 

them during the present season. The following articles formed the Increase and Decrease 
in question : 


Articles for Wearing Apparel 
Beetle-nut 
Broad Cloth 
Copper 
Ditto, Old 
Cotton Yarn, Europe 
Elephants* Teeth 
Jewellery, Country 
Pearls 

Piece Goods 
Quicksilver 
Raw Silk 
Sundries 


INCREASE. 


I 

I 


•- 1 


13*663 

10*379 

19*712 

24,800 


18,101 


86 , 6/>,»5 

Deduct Increase 

Net Decrease . . . . Us. 


DECREASE. 


17,477 


33.1G7 

40,259 

31,916 

36,059 

156,109 

87*725 

52,763 


455*475 


86,655 

3,68,820 
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48 # trom this Province the Imports appear this season to have sulTcrcd in their ulti- 
mate amount rupees as exhibited in the Statement No. 5, of which sum rupees 

21,578 were on account Treasure; and Horses, rupees 37,200, leaving a defieionry in the 
\alue of JVfcrchandize ot rupees 0 , 97,198 in 1828 - 29 ; but on comparing the value of tin; 
Imports from this (luartcr for tlie years 1827-28 and 1828 - 29 , the decrease would hence 
appear to have been more serious in the several articles of rupees 13,55,702: the defi- 
ciency fell chiefly in the principal article of its own produce. Cotton, of rupees 10 , 82,350 
(the Report tor the year 1827 - 28 , under this head, had to record an increase of above 
23 lacs), which partly may bo ascribed to the lateness of the crop and less produce, and 
partly to the \iolcnce of the weather ha\ing put a stop to the Boat-trade at an earlier 
period than usual, in consequence of which, a large proportion of Colton, intended for the 
Presidency, remained to tlie Northward. Notwithstanding, an increase will bo observed 
in this commerce of rupees 0 , 58 , 50 * 1 , of which Cashmere Shawls arc the only ones de- 
serving notice, of rupees 5 , 00 , 737 , with the other articles for the eunsiimption of this 
market. The increase in Shawls arises probably in consequence of the diminished Imports 
of the preceding year, but in a great measure is ascribable to the favourable state of the 
market of this Presidency of late ; from the article of Shawls having been in demand for 
the Europe market, the total value of that consignment during the present season 
amounted to rupees 3 , 27 , 835 , as exhibited in Statement No. 4 . The following sketch 
will exhibit the particulars of Incroailg and Decrease above alluded to, contrasted with the 
Imports of 1827-28 : 
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INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Cornelians 





i,a 7 ,i 69 

Cotton 



• • • • • • 


10,89,350 

Elephants’ Teeth 




— 

15,306 

Ghee 




37.109 

— 

Grain 




49,695 

— 

Jagree 




13,936 

— 

Indigo 




— 

40,395 

Oil 





37 «ofl 7 

Piece Goods 





36,401 . 

Putchuck 


• • 


39,189 


Seeds 


• a 



« 7»»64 

Shawls 




5,00,737 

— 

Tobacco 


• • 


97,881 


Sundries 


• • 


7,099 

— 





6,58,564 

13,55,769 




Deduct Increase 

• • • • 

6,56,564 




Net Decrease . . 

Rs. 

6,97,198 


Exports. 49. Statement No. 6, presents an ultimate increase in the Exports to this Province, to 

the amount of rupees 11>28,327> of which sum the consignments in Treasure were by far 
the most considerable, of rupees 13,80, 337> which offered a more favourable remittance 
to the Northern Ports of Guzerat for the articles of Cotton ; and Horses, rupees 2,200, 
exhibiting a decrease in our Exports in Merchandize rupees 2,54,210, within the present 
season ; but on cottparing the Exports of the preceding year with that of 1828-29, 
there will be seen several articles to have decreased this year, to the extent of 
rupees 7,81,197, occasioned in the diminished Exports of Cocoa-nuts, Piece Goods, 
Raw Silk, and various other articles, in consequence of the prices having materially 
fallen in those countries. On the olher hand, an increase will be seen, to the amount of 
rupees 5,26,987, chiefly in the articles of Cotton Yam, Cochineal, Copper, Iron, Wine, 
and other different articles of Exports, which, it may be presumed, has arisen generally 
from the greater demand for them in Guzerat. The following Statement will show the 
articles of Increase and Decrease in this trade, compared with the Exports of the year 
preceding it ; 


Almonds 

Alum 

Betel-nut 

Cassia 

Cloves 

Cochineal 

Cocoa-nuts 

Copper 


INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 


16,919 

— 1 

14>351 


41,086 

ai ,594 

— 

— 

58,809 

82,744 

— 

— 

i» 40,739 

83,957 

(continued^) 



SiyLECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE of COMMONS. 875 


{cantiaued.) 

INCREASE. 

decrease. 

Copper, Old . . 

50.785 


Copra 

— 

•5,596 

Cotton Yam, Europe 

1,07,610 

— 

Earthenware . . . . . « 

11,280 

— 

Elephants* Teeth 

— 

63,879 

Grain . . 

— 

33,888 

Giumies . . . . . . . . . . . • j 

12,087 

- 

Jewellery, Country . . . . . . . . . . j 

28,000 


Iron 

84,060 

1 

Lead 

-7 

1 21,982 

Piece Gk>ods . . . . . . . , . . . . . . j 

— 

*,50,031 

Raw Silk 

— 

1,34,838 

Spelter 

— 

j 35,685 

Sugar . . . • 

10,410 

— 

Tin 

— 

1 19.9*6 

Tortoise-sbells . . • . . 

— 

16,900 

Wine • . . . . . . , . . . . * 

34»46o ] 

1 

Sundries 


38.885 

L 

5,36,987 1 

1 

7,81.197 

Deduct Increase . . 

5.36,987 

Net Decrease . . Rs. 

3,.54,3IO 
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A, 

Afhjca : 

7^I^l'~“Commercc with, comprehending tlic Mauritius and Cape of 
Good Hope, par. 351. 

[Bombay, p. 860] — ^Trade witli, par. 40. 

America, United States of: 

[Bengal, p. 769] — Coinnicrco with, comprehending Brazils anil South Aineiica, 

par. 367, 368— Imports, 369 Fluctuations in particular articles, 370— > alue 

of exports, 371— Fluctuations in exports, 372— -Comparison in value of exports 

and imports, 373 Not an advantageous trade, 374— Fluctuations in particular 

articles of import, 375— Increase of exports of cottons neutralized by decline in \alne 
of indigo and other articles, 376. 

[ Bombay s p. 870] — Decrease of trade, par. 42, 43. 

Arabian and Persian GvlpJis : 

{Bengal, p. 747]— Trade with, par. 326 ^Imports, in detail, 327-— Artides of 

increase and decrease, 328 Exports, in detail, 320 — Fluctuations, 330 — —C om- 

parative ditferoiice, 331 ^Trade declined, and in what articles, 332, 

{Bombay, p. 868] — ^Trado of ; its increase and decrease, par. 38. 

Arrack, [Bengal, p. 695]-*Quantity imported, par. 220. 

Asia, [Bengal, p. 694] — Trade with; aggregate amount, par, 271 —Value of Imports 

and exports from particular ports, 272. 

Assam, [Bengal, p. 812]— Trade with, par. 406, 
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B. 

Beer. See Malt Liquors. 

Bengal, Trade of, iii 1828-29> page 629; 

Amount of external and internal commerce, par. 1 Decrease, compared with the 

preceding year, 2 ——— Company’s and Private Trade compared, 3— -—Fluctua- 
tions, chiefly in treasure, 4 Abstract view for nine years, 5 — —Gross value of 

imports of treasure and bullion, 6— Merchandize imported, 8— —Exports de» 
creased, 9— — Gross value, 15 ^Vessels and tonnage, 162 — 168. 

General observations on the external trade, 387 General view of the Company’s 

trade, and abstract of imports and exports ; with a comparison of the Company’s and 

Private Trade, 394 ^Collection of duties on imports,395— 398— Comparative view 

of external commerce for the last ten years, 399— Progress or decline of each parti- 
cular article, 400. 

General observations on the internal trade of Bengal, 401 403— Fluctuations, 404 

Details of fluctuations, 405 Details of articles imported and exported by land ; 

treasure, rice, and lac dye, being free from duty, are not included^ 406 — —Duties and 
Custom-house revenue, 407 — 411 ■ — Comparison of external and internal trade, 412. 

Trade with Bombay, p. 861 ; Imports, par. 24— Exports, 25. 

Belel-unts, \Atndras, p. 839] — ^Imported into, par. 40 Exported, 43. 

Bombay, Trade of, in 18i8-29, page 848; 

Satement of imports-general, par. 1— — Exports-general, 2 — —Comparative state- 
ment of Custom-house collections, 4. 

Blankets, [Bengcd, p. 694] — Imported into, par. 219. 

Sec Carpets, 

Books, {Bengal, p. 693] — Imported into, par. 215. 

Boot an. See Nepaul. 

Borax. See Tincal. 


Bourbon. See France, Isle of, Mauritius. 

Brandy, [Bengal, p, 694] — Imported, par. 220. 

Brass and Braziery, [Bengal, p. 692] — An unimportant branch of trade, par. 201. 
Brazils : 

[Bengal, p. 775] — Trade with ; only a single shipment in 1828-29, par. 377— No 
imports in that year, 378 ^Trade precarious, and may be considered suspended, 381. 

[Bombay, p. 856]— Trade with, par. 12. 

Broad Cloth, [Bengal, p. 694] — ^Imported into, par. 219. 

Bullion and Treasure: 

[Bengal, p. 631] — Imported into, par. 4, 6— Fluctuations, 7— Exports, 10-^14 
—Company’s and Private Trade compared, 7, 14. 

[Madras, p. 821] — ^Trade in bullion and treasure with, par. 6, 7 ; 29 — 31. 

Burgundy. See Champaigne. 
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Busman Territories, [Bengal, p. 742] — ^Trade with, par 320 By what people chiefly 

carried on, 325. 

Byramgore Ship, [Bombay, p. 858] — Effect of its loss on the trade with China, par. 10. 

C. 

Calcutta, [Bengal, p. 673] — Exports from, par. 160, 161— Tonnage and rates U» 
England, 162— 16^ 

Canara, See Malabar, 

Canvas, [Bengal, p. 667]— Imported free from the interior, par. 135— Exports by sea, 
13G— Particulars of the trade, 137. 

Cape of Good Hope : 

[Bengal, o, 767] — Trade with, par. 360 Imports, 361— Fluctuations, 362 

Exports, 363 — - — Increase and decrease, and difference in value, 364, 365. 

[Bombay, p. 857] — Trade with, par. 15. 

Carpets and Blankets, [Bengal, p. 661]— Imports, par. 111. —— And Woollen, 210. 

Cashmere : 

[Bengal, p. 810]— Trade with in shawls, par. 406. 

[Bombay, p. 873] — Increase of trade in shawls, par. 48. 

Castor Oil, [Bengal, p. 655] — Imports, par. 84— Exports, 85 Limited to Great 

Britain, 87. 

Cattle, [Madras, p. 840] — Increased exports, par. 44. 

Ceylon : 

[Bengal, p 726] — Trade with, decreased, par. 286— Value of imports, and of 

what articles, 287— Increase and decrease, 288— Exports decreased, 289 In 

what articles, 290— —Difference in value of imports and exports, 291. 

[Botnbay, p. 863] — Statement of imports and exports, 28, 29. 

Champaigne and Burgundy, [Bengal, p. 694] — Imported, par, 220. 

China : 

[Bengal^ p. 752] — Aggregate trade with ; value of decreased, par. 3I>1 — Imports; 
value, and articles specified, 335— Goods on which the increase and ilecrease have 

occurred, 336 Exports ; decrease in gross amount, and articles specified, 337'— 

Particular fluctuations, 338— Imports and exports compared, 339 Declining trade 

indicated by the articles not imported, 340— £}xports chiefly cotton and opium, and 
diminished, 341— -Amount of cotton exported, 342— Observations on particular 
articles of irregular trade, 343. 

[Bombay, p. 857] — State of trade with ; decrease in 1828-29, par. 18 Loss of 

the cargoes of the ships Byramgore and Dourado, 19— Increase and decrease of 
exports, 20. 

Clarets, [Bengal, p. 694] — Imported, par 220. 

Coals, [Bengal, p. 761]— Imported from New South Wales to Bengal, par. 350. 

Cochineal, [Bengal, p. 693] — ^Imported, par. 207. 


INDEX. 
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Concan, See PanwelL 

Corals, [Bengal, p. 693]— Imports, par. 206. 

Coromandel, Coast of : 

[Bengal, p. 716] — Gross amount of trade with, par. 273— Imports ; value, and 

specifying^ articles, 274 Fluctuations in value of imports, 275 ^Exports ; value, 

and specifying articles, 276- Articles in which the changes have taken place, 277 

Ditferenco between imports and exports, 278 ^Trade carried on by small coast- 
ing vessels, 278. 

[Bombay, p. 862] — Statement of trade with, par. 26. 

Cotton Piece Goods : 

[Bengal, p. 638] — Importation and exportation, par. 30, 31 Company’s and 

Private trade compared, 31 Decrease and increase, 32— 35— Rate of investment, 

-Reasons for decline in die trade ; establishment of spinning m^hinery 
desirable, 148— Trade with Great Britain exceeds the demand; evils apprehended, 

237. 

[Madras, p. 827] — ^Increase of exports, par, 20— Decrease of, to Bombay, 21 
Increased importation, 39, 45. 

Colton : 

[Bengal, p. 646] — Imported and exported, par. 53, 55— Company ’s%nd Private 
trade compared, 54— 59— Price at which provided, 60— Declining of the trade; 
soil favourable to its production; should be encouraged, 152. — See Cnina, 

[Madras, p. 839] — Decreased imports, par. 41 Exports, 46. 

Cottons, British, [Bengal, p. 691]— Value of, imported from Great Britain, par. 186 
Fallen below prime cost, 188. 

Colton Yarn or Twist, [Bengal, p. 691]— Value imported into, from Great Britain, 
par. 189— Sales below cost, producing failure at Glasgow, 190. 

Ciitch and Scind, [Bojnbay, p. 866]— Trade of, with, par. 34, 35, 

(\tstoms. See Dnties, 


D. 

Demnini, Sec Goa, 

Din* See Goa. 

Dourado Ship [Bombay, p. 858]— Effect of the loss of that ship on the trade with 
China, par. 19. 

Duties and Customs: 

[Bengal, p. 786]— On the external trade, par. 395— On ExporU, 396— State- 
ment of duties and Custom-house revenue on 4he external and internal trade, 
407-411. 

[Madras, p. 845]— State of the amount of Laud and Sea Customs, par. 50 

Increase of revenue, 51, 

[Bombay, p. 850]— Comparative Statement of Collections at the Custom-house, 
par. 4. 

Dyes, [Madras, p, 8.38] — Increased importation of, par. 37. 
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E. EAR— GRE. 
Earthenware, or Queen's-ware, [Bengal, p. 694]— Imported, par. 218. 

Europe, [Bengal, p. 676] — ^Imports and exports from and to, par. 169. 

Exports. See Imports and Exports. 

F. 

Flannels, [Bengal, p. 694] — Imported, par. 219. 

Flax, [Bengal, p. 673]— Exports, par. 138— Its improvement should bo promoted, 

ia)Oi 

France : 

[Beng^, p. 702]— Commerce with, decreased, par. 238— l-Imports, 239— Com- 
pared with preceding year, 240— —Decrease or decline in value, 241 Value of 

exports, 242-— -Detail of goods exported, 243 Fluctuations of increase and de- 
crease m particular goods, 244 Comparison of value, 245 ^Tonnage, 246— Re- 
marks on particular mstances of fluctuation, 247 ^Import trade a low 248 On 

exports, 249. ' 

[BomSay, p. 855] — ^Increase in imports of wines, par. 8 — —Decrease of exports, 9. 

France, Isle of, and Bourbon, [Bombay, p. 857]— Trade with, par. 16, 17. 


Gibraltar and Media, [Bengal, p. 714]— IVade witli, abandoned, par. 270. 

Gin, [Bengal, p. 694] — Imported, par. 220. 

U 89— Chirf for 

Glass-ware, [Bengal, p. 694]— Imported, par. 216. 

Goo, Demaun and Diu, [Bombay, p. 865]— Trade witli, par. 32. 

Grain : 

[Bengal, p. 648]-^portation, par. 62— Company’s and Private trade compared. 

62— ^(wparative details. 63 Cases of decrease, 64_Shipping employed, 66 

—Least m value, but why unportant in other respects, 153. ^ f J • 

Great Britain ; >». 

[Bengcd, p. 677]— Shipping engaged in trade with, par. 170^-175 Comnarison 

o Hnerew and of i^orts from particular ports, 179, 

180 Of exports, 181, 182; Company’s and PWvate trade compared. 18 3- 

Imports detailed, 184— —Articles increased and decreased, 185— — 'frade with in 
pi^^goods and twist, carried on to too great an extent ; evils to be appre- 

Greenock, [Bengal, p. 677] — Cannot sustain a reciprocal trade with Tniiia, no. jes 
——Imports and exports mto and from Bengal, 179—182— Exports to, 227 

5 Y 
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Oums, [Bengal, p. 667]— Imports and exports^ par. 132, 133— Exports increased to 
the Mauritius only, 134. 

Gunnies and Gunny Bags, [Bengal, p. 662]— Imports, par, 115— Exports, 116. 
Gunpowder, [Bengal, p. 693]— Imported, par. 208. 

Guzerat, [Bombay, p. 873] — Decrease of imports ; to what it may be ascribed; increase 
in Cashmere shawls, par. 48— Decrease of exports, 49. 


H. 


Hamburgh : 

[Bengal, p. 709]— Trade with, all importsi par. 25ft— --Articles, 251— -Compa- 
ranve increase and decrease, 252-— Only one vessel traded under British flag from, 
at a loss, 253. 

[Bombay, p. 855}— Imports and exports, par. 10. 

Hardware, [Bengal, p. 692] — ^Imports, par. 195. 

ifcr^, [Bengal, p. 668]«*-Export8j par. 138— I ts improvement should be promoted, 

§ 

Hides. See Skins. 

Hull, [Bengal, p. 677]— Cannot sustain a reciprocal trade with India, par. 17 4* -> » ■ 
Imports and exports into and from Bengal, 17^^132. 

I & J. 


Java : 

[Bengal, p. 735]— Trade with Bengal decreased, par. 309— Imports, 310 — — 

Fluctuations, 311 Exports, 312 Chants in the value of ffooas shipped, 313 

—Difference, 314— jJeficiency owing to Dutch regulations, discouraging British 
shipping, 315. 

Imports and Exports : 

[Bengal, p. 629] — Statement of, in 1828-29, par. 1— Prom and to Europe, 169 

—Commerce with the United Kingdom, 175 -Comparison of fluctuations, 177 

■ O f Company’s and Private ^Trado, 178— ^Imports from Great Britain, speci- 

fying the ports, 179— ^Exports, 181^— Detail' of articles imported, 184^— Articles 
in which increase and decrease have taken place, 185-««— Exports from Bengal to the 
United Kingdom, aggregate value, 223- — Company's and Private Trade, 22 4—- 

Conmarison with preceding years, 225 ^To particular ports, 226, 227— 

articles, 228— —increase, 529* . D ecrease, 23 0 ■— V alue, 231-i'*— Compiuikon of 

•values and years, 232— 2S4-^--Qf Company's and Private Ti^, 2^,236— —General 
observations, 3^. 

[Madras, p. 819]— Statement of> in 1827 p 8, par. 3 — I ncrease and decrease of im- 
ports, specifying articles, 8— 16— Exports, 17— —By sea, 22. 

[Bombay, p. 848]— Statement , of imporli*^eraL aiMloaqports^geiier^ in 1828»29, 
par. 1, 2, 
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indigo: 

[Bengali p. 634] — ^Imported from the interior, par. 17 ^Exported, JS— — Pur- 

Details of exportation, 20 Company's and Private Trade compared, 

20^-^Foreign imports, 22-~— Imports from the interior too greats 23— —Principal 
object for investment, 146. 

[Jlfacfra^, p. 826] — ^Increase of exportation, par. 18. 

Iron and Ironmongery , [Bengal, p. 692]— Increase in importation, par. 196— Un- 
wrought iron excoecb the demand, 196. 

Isles of France and Bourbon* See France, Isle of. 


IND— MAD. 


L. 

Lae and Lac-dye, [Bengcd, p. 651] — ^Exported, par. 72 Private trade, 72 Price, 

75 .—Shell lac imported inland, 76- Exported, 77— Company’s and Private 

Trade compared, 77 Likely to continue an object of investment, 155. 

Lead, [Bengal, p. 692] — Imports, par. 202. 

Lead, Red and White, [Bengal, p. 693] — ^Importation decreased ; price depressed, par. 
203. 

Leith, [Bengal, p. 681] — ^Imports and exports into and from Bengal, par. 179 — 182— 
Exports to, ^n. 

Liquors, See Wines, 

Liverpool, [Bengal, p. 681]— Imports and exports into and from, par. 179 — 182— Ex- 
ports to, 226, 227* 

London, [Bengal, p. 681] — ^Imports and exports into and from, par. 179— 182— Ex- 
ports to, 226, 227- 

M. 

Machinery, See Steam-Engines, 

Madeira Wine: 

[Bengal, p. 694] — ^Imported into, par. 220. 

[Bombay, p. 856]-*Increased importation, par. 13. 

Madjijs, Trade of, in 1828-29, p. 819: 

Amount of trade by sea, par. 3— — Increase compared with 1826-7, per. 4— Total 
value below the average of four preceding years, 5— Comparison, exclusive of trea- 
sure, 6, 7— —Detail of increase and decrease of inmorts, specifying the articles, 8 — 16 
— — Ei^rts, 17— — ^Imports and exports by sea, SS— Vessels and tonnage, 23, 24 

■ ^Interiml commerce oy sea, 25, 26, 27— Increase value of external and internal 

commerce, 31— External commerce by land, 32 — —Comparative abstract, distin- 
ffuishing the Company’s from the Private trade, 33— On an average of four years, 
34— ——Articles oi variation, 35— —Various articles of trade, 37— 46— Increase in 
dyes, opium, and cotton piece goods, 36— Increased trade by land, 47— -Compa- 
rison of total value, 48— — Collection of customs and duties, 50— Statement of 
revenue, 51. 
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Mahratta Provinces, [Bengcd, p. 810] — ^Trade with Bengal, par. 406. 

Malabar, Coast of : 

[Bengal, p. 721] — ^Trade with Bengal ; value of, increased, par. 279— Articles of 
import, 280— — ^Fluctuations, and articles specified, 281 Exports ; aggregate ship- 

ments ; and articles specified, 282— -Changes, and in what articles, 283— Compa- 
rative differenoe, and how provided for, 284 Import trade, and of what it consists, 

285. 

[Bombay, p. 863] — Statement of trade with Malabar and Canara, par. 30. 

Maidive Isles : 

[Bengal, p. 729]— Trade with Bengal, par. 297— Imports, 298— —Fluctuations 

in imports, 209 ^Exports, 300 -Fluctuations in, 301 Difference in valuation 

of imports and exports, 302. 

Malt Liquors, [Bengal, p. 694] — ^Imported, par. 220. 

Malta. See Gibraltar. 


Manilla : 

[Bengal, p. 740] — Trade with, confined to imports, par. 316— No shipments, 318 
— Suspeiiaed, 319. 

[Bombay^ p. 859] — ^Trade with, par. 21. 

Maps, [Bengal, p. 693] — Imported, par. 210. 

Marine Stores, [Bengal, p. 693]— Imported, par. 205. 

Mathematical Instruments, [Bengal, p. 693] — Imported, par. 210. 

Mauritius : 

[Bengal, p. 762]— Trade with, par. 352 Imports, 353— Articles of decrease, 

354 Exports, 355— Fluctuations, 356— —Difference between the imports and 

exports, 357. 

Miscellaneous : 

[Bengal, p. 654]— Branches of trade under that class, par. 80, 156. 

[Bombay, p. 870] — Branches of trade denominated Subordinates, par. 44—49. 

Munjeet, [Bengal, p. 660] — Imports and exports, par. 107, 108— Confined to Great 
Britain, 110. 

Musical Instruments, [Bengal, p. 693] — Imported, par. 209. 


N. 

Nabob Vizier's Dominions, [Bengal, p. 809]— Trade with Bengal, par. 406. 

Nepaul and Bootan, [Bengal, p. 811]— Trade of, with, par. 406. 

Newcastle : 

[Bengcd, p. 677]— Cannot sustain a reciprocal trade with India^ par. 174— Imports 
and exports into and from Bengal, 179—182. 

New South Wales : 

^ [Bengal, p. 757]— Trade with, par. 344— Imports, 345— Changes in, 346— 



INDEX to tRB THIRD APPENDIX. 885 

Exports^ 347— — Fluetuations in the value of groods, 348— ^Comparative difference ; 
lucrative commerce in the exchange of bills, 349— -Coals the only produce of the 
colony imported, 350. 


O. 


Opium : 

[Bengal, p. 670]— Increased importation from the interior, par. 142— —Decrease of 
exportation, 143— — Details, 144 Patna and Benares opium, prices, 145. 

[Madras, p. 838] — Imports increased, par. 38. 


P. 

Panwell and Conean, [Bombay, p. 870]— Trade of, with, par. 44. 

Pegue : 

[Bengal, p. 742]— Trade with Bengal, par. 320 Imports decreased, 321 

Details of increase and decrease, 322— Exports, 323 Fluctuations occasioning 

their decline, 324— Imports and exports compared, 325— By what people the trade 
carried on, 325. 

Penang and Eastward : 

[Bengal, p. 731]— Trade with Bengal, par. J303— Value of imports, and articles, 
304— — Increase and decrease in various articles, 305— Aggregate exports, and 
articles, 306- Fluctuations in, 307 Increase of exports, 308. 

[Bombay, p. 860] — Statement of imports and exports, and articles specified, par. 
22, 23. 

Persian Gulph : 

[Bombay, p. 867]— Trade of, with, par. 36— Articles of increase and decrease, 37. 

See Arabian and Persian Gulphs, 

Portugal : 

[Bengal, p. 712] — ^Trade with, par. 263— Value of decline, 264 Value of 

shipments, 265— Articles of fluctuation in increase and decrease, 266— Official 
anti calculated value of imports and exports, 267— Shipping employed, 268— 
Progressive decline of the trade, 269. 

Port Wine, [Bengal, p. 694] — ^Imported, par. 220. 

Private Trade: 

[Bengal, p. 631] — Compared with Company’s Trade, par. 3—16, 183, 394, 403, 
412 ■ 4n bullion, 3, 11— Shipping, 165 ■■■- -C otton, 31 — 36, 54— 59— Gums, 62 

—Indigo, 20— —Imports and exports to and from United Kingdom, 178 Lac, 

72 — 77 Safflower, 68- Silk, 25, 38— Sugar, 43—46 E xports to United 

Kingdom, 224— r236. 

[Madras, p. 019]— Private and Company’s Trade in 1828-9 compared, par. 3— 

In bullion, 6, 7 -In cotton piece goods, 20 Exports to Bombay, 21— Imports 

and exports by sea, 22— 4ntenm commerce, 28, 31— By land, 47— Total 
value compared, 48— —Less than preceding year, 49. 


INDEX. 

OPlUpRl. 



IMDIX. 


886 


INDEX ni» raiRD APFBHIUX. 


PUT— SIL. 


[BoiiAaff, p. 848]— Total amount in 1838*29 compared witb.pteeedwig y9$t, pat* 1. 
Putekuck, [Bengal, p. 666] — Increased exports to China, par. 129. 

Q. 

«• 

Queen's ware. See Earthentoare. 

R. 

Revenue. See Duties. 

Rum: 

[Bengal, p. 6691 Trade in, only small shipments for stores, par. 141*— ~Prin- 
cipal demand from New SouUi Wales ; high duty on it there, 1 59-— Imported, 2^. 

S. 


Safflower: 

[Bengal, p. 650]— Imported, par. 67— ■—Exported, 68— Private trade, 68— 
Market value, 70— —Commerce in, not likely to improve, 154. 

Saint Helena, [Bombay, p. 856] — ^Trade with, par. 14. 

iSoI ammoniae, [Bengal, p. 659]— Increase in the trade, par. 99. 

Salt, [Bengal, p. 693]— Imported, par. 211. 

Salt Provisions, [Bengal, p. 693]— Imported, par. 212. 

Saltpetre : 

[Bengal, p. 644]— Imported from the interior, par. 47— —Exports, 48— Increase 

of shipments, 49, 51 Rate of investment, 52— Increasing aemand; cheapness of 

production in India ; importation allowed in America, 151. 

Scind. See Cutch. 

Shawls : 

[Bengal, p. 654] — ^Imported and exported, par. 80— Disagreement between 
quantity and value explained, 80— 83— Imports from the United Kingdom, 213 
■■■■■■■See Cashmere. 

Shell Lac. See Lac. 

Sherry, [Bengal, p. 694] — ^Imports ; use very general, par. 220. 

Ships. See Vessels. 

Silk: 

[J3€nga/,p.6371— Imports of raw silk from the interior, par. 24— Exports, 25*—' 

Company’s and Private Trade compared, 25 Comparative state of the trade, 

26, 27— lUte of investment, 29— Speculations unsuccessful, 147* 

Silk Piece Goods : 

Bengal, p. 640] — ^Imports from the interior, pw. 37— Exports, 38— Company’s 
and Private Trade compared, 38«— Rate or investment, 41— Reduction in the 



JNDSX. 


nhe THIRD APPENDIX. 


tvade to be expected-. " C orahs, or unbleached sdks, 149 ^Imported from Great — — : 

Britain^ 187- ^ SKI— TRE. 

Skins and Hides, [Bengal, p. 658] — ^Imports^ par. 96— -Exports^ 97. 

Soap, [Bengal, p. 664]— Increase of trade in, par. 121. 

Soutk America, Western Coast: 

JP; .?*•*'• 382— —Imports increased, 383 ^Details of, 

385— Comparison ; trade may bo extended, but liable to inter- 
ruption, 386. 

Spelter : 

[Bengal, p. 691]— Decreased importation, par. 191 ^Havo been too abundant. 

and sale not likely to improve, 192. 

Stationery, [Bengal, p. 694] — Imported, par. 217. 

Steam-Engines : 


nery 
Sugar , 


[Bengal, p. 695]— Imported ; decreased in value, par. 221—] 
ry gfaining ground, 222. 


Rut use of machi- 


[Bengal, p. 642] — ^Imports from the interior, par. 42 ^Exports, 43— Com- 

|^ny*s and Pnvate Trade compared, 43— — ^Increase and decrease stated, 44, 4 5 

Rate of investment, 46— Extensive undertakings contemplated, 150, 

Sumatra, Coast of: 

728]— No direct trade with Bengal, par. 292— Imports and exports. 
293, 294 — —Trade nearly abandoned, ^5 Articles of trade, 296. ^ 

Surat, [Bombay, p. 872] — ^Trade with j decrease in imports, par. 46~— In exports, 47. 
Sweden : 

[Bengal, p. 710]— Trade with, par. 254 ^Imports, 255 Chiefly iron, 256 

Out-^rn advantageous, 257 ^Exports increased, 258 Articles of increase, 259 

Of decrease, 260 ^Difference of official value, 261 Shipping employed, 262. 


T. 

Tin Plate, [Bengal, pi 693]^^mport8, par. 204. 

Tincal and Borax, [Bengal, p, 660]— Imports and exports, par. 103, 104. 

Tobacco: 

[Bengcd, p. 665] — Increase of imports from interior, par. 125— Exports, 126— 
Oetails of increase, 127 ^Its cultivation important, 157. 

Tonnage, [Bengal, p. 675]— Rates of, to England, par. 167.— See Vessels. 

Trade : 

[Bengal, p. 7j^]— Carried on with Great Britain to too great an extent : evils to be 
expected, par. 237. ^ i w ue 

T reasure and Bullion. See BuUion. 
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lUH— woo. 


Turmeric : 




\Bengal, p. 657]— -Inland imports, 88— Exports, par. 94— ^—Shipments chiefly 
to Europe and America, for purposes of dyeing, 95. 

Twine, [Bengal, p. 668]— Exports, par. 138— Its import should be promoted, 158. 


U. 

United Kingdom : 

[Bengal, p. 678] — Gross value of commerce with, par. 175 Aggre^te value of 

exports to, 223— Company’s and Private Trade, 2‘24 Compared with preceding 

year, 225— —To London, Liverpool, and Leith, 226 Detail of articles export^ 

to, 228 Increase of particular articles, 229— Decrease, 230 ^Value of exports 

to, 231— General trade carried to too great an extent, and beyond demand ; evils 
apprehended, 237* 

[Madras, p. 828]— Exports, par. 21— Imports, 22. 

[Botnbay, p. 852] — Statement of exports and imports, from 1813-14 to 1828-29, 
par, 5— Decrease of imports, 6— Increase of exports, 7. 

United States, See America. 


V. 

Vessels and Tonnage : 

[Bengcd, p. 6741— Amount employed in that trade in 1828-9, par. 162— Fluc- 
tuations in arrivals, 163— —In departures, 164— With Great Britain, 165— 
Coasting trade, 166— Ratos of tonnage, 167— -Comparative statement, 168. 

[Madras, p. 830] — Amount employed in each port, 23— Employed in foreign 
trade, specifying the ports, 24. 

See Tonnage. 

Vin de Grave, [Bengal, p, 694]— None imported, par. 220. 


W. 

IVearing Apparel, [Bengal, p. 693]— Imported, par. 214. 

Wines and Liquors, [Bengal, p. 694]— Aggi*egate quantity imported, par. 220. 
Woollens, [Bengcd, p. 694] — ^Imported, par. 219. 
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Directors to the Governor-General in Council at Fort William in Bengal; dated 10th May 1616 977 
lb'. — Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Governor>General and Council in Bengal 
to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 11th October 1810 97S 

1 9. — Extract Letter, in tlfc Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the Governor- 

(yuncral in Council in Bengal; dated S4th October 1817 ••• * ib, 

20 . — Extract Tietter, in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the Governor- 

General in Council in Bengal ; dated 8th August 18:21 980 

21. — Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from Court of Directors to the Governor* 

General in Council in Bengal ; dated 17th November 1826 989 

2-2.— Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to theGovernor- 

Gcncral in Council in Bengal; dated Itth July 1827 ••• 990 

2.*). — Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the Governor- 
General in Council in Bengal ; dated 10th June 1829 992 

21. — Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the Governor- 
General in Council in Bengal ; dated 4tn November 1829 993 

Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the Governor- 
General in Council in Bengal ; dated 23d February 1831 99g 

2G. — Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Governor-General in Council in Bengal to the 
Court of Directors ; dated 8th December 1829 ••• ••• ••• ••• 999 


27 .— Extract Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Governor-General in Council in Bengal 
to the Coiiit of Directors; elated Uc October 1830 ••• ••• ••• ••• 1017 

Letter from the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, to the Governor-General in Council; dated 
21 st January 1830 ••• ••• ••• ••• .*• ••• ... ib* 

•Stutei lent, exhibiting the Clearance, &c. of Salt from the Oolahs of the several Agencies, for 
the Month of December 1829, compared with the Clearances for the Month of December 
1^28 •*« ••• ••• ••• ••• •#. ••• ••• 1022 


Statement of the Quantity of Salt cleared from the Agency and Sulkca Golahs, from Ist January 
to 31ht December 1828, and from Ist January to 31st December 1829; with a Memorandum 
of the Total Quantity of Suit Sold, but remaining Uncleared, up to 31st December 1828 
and 1829 ... ••• ... ... ... 


1024 


Letter from H. M. Parker, Esa., Acting Secretary to the Government, to the Board of Customs, 
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ADMINISTRATION OF MONOPOLIES. 

OPIUM AND SALT. 


(hjpcret, — Salt, Opium, &c.) 

No. 1. ADMINISTRATION 

OF MONOI»r)MliS. 

DESPATCH from the Secret Committee of the Directors of the East- India Company Opium 
to tlie Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council, at Fort William, in 
Bengal, dated 10th May 1810. 

Para. 1. Ouii last Despatch from this Department was dated the IlOth April 1810. 

*2. ^Ve are now about to reply to the Letter addressed by Mr. Secretary 'Trotter to 
our late Secretary, dated the 20th July 181*1, transmitting copy of your correspondence 
with the Acting Resident at Fort Marlborough and the Company’s Advocate-General, 

4)11 the subject of Opium. • 

.‘3. The revenue derived from Opium and Salt which, at different times, has been 
realized by diff’ereiit means, has always been of so great importance that wo entirely 
approve of the attention Mhich you have paid to this subject. It certainly never was the 
intention of the Legislature, in opening' the trade with India to the public at large, to 
endanger a revenue of about £2,000,000 sterling per annum. 

4. The interpretation given by Mr, Stretlell to the 13th section of the .'illd Geo. III. 
c. 155, in his letter of the 19th July 1814, is confirmed by the opinion of the highest 
legal authorities in this country, wo are advised by the above-mentioned authorities, that 
we cannot, consistently with the provisions of the Act above referred to, prohibit the 
importation of Turkey Opium into our territories ; but that it is competent for us to 
impose such a duty on the importation of Opium, as shall protect the revenue derivable 
from that article against the injury which it would sustain from the supply of the same 
article of foreign growth, at the present rate of duty. 

G A 


5. Under 
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5. Under the provision contained in the 53d George III. c. 155^ s. 25, all regulations 
for imposing any new or additional duties upon the export, import or transit of goods in 
the Company’s territories framed in India, must be transmitted for the approbation and 
saix^tiun of the authorities at home^ previously to their promulgation. We accordingly 
direct you forthwith to prepare and transmit to us a regulation, imposing such a duty on 
the importation of foreign Opium* into any of the Ports and Settlements under your Pre- 
sidency, as shall operate as a protection to our Opium Revenue, by which regulation it 
should be provided that the Merchants shall be at liberty to deposit such Opium in the 
warehouses of the Government, previously to the payment of the duty ; bu't that no 
such Opium shall be removed from thence until the duty be paid. 

6. The price of thesbest Turkey Opium in the London market is at present 13^. per lb., 
free of duty ; and under the Bonding Act, it may be imported here, and afterwards 
exported without paying any duty. 

7. It being (piite clear that the China Trade is rraerved exclusively to the Company by 
virtue of the 53d George III. c. 15.5, s. 2, no Biffish subject can trade thither without 
the license of the Company in its commercial capacity, 'fhe Company have therefore 
an indubitable right to withhold a license to carry Turkey Opium, or any other article 
to China. 

8. The 54th George III. c. 34, s. 2, has reserved to the Government in India the 
power to frame such regulations, provisions and restrictions for the conduct of the trade 
i^roni port to port in India, as may from time to time bo deemed expedient ; so that the 
importation and exportation of Opium in the country trade may be legally interdicted. 

9. It is not in our power to prevent, nor can the British Legislature prevent Turkey 
Opium from being carried to the Eastern Isles and to China, because though the trade in 
tliat article were altogether prohibited to British subjects, it would still be open to 
foreign nations to engage in it. We desire, however, that you will watch the progress 
and course of this trade, and report to us from time to time your information and senti- 
ments respecting it. 

10. Under the 53d George III. c. 155, s. 6, Salt may be legally exported from this 
country to India ; and as any of His Majesty’s subjects proceeding in ships navigated 
according to law upon a voyage to the East-Indies, are permitted by the 54th 
George III. c. 34, to touch and trade at the Cape de Yerd Islands, where Salt tnay be 
procured at a very low price, wc think it necessary to instruct you to take immediate 
measures for the protection of our Salt Revenue. With this view, we direct that you 
will lose no time’ in preparing and transmitting home for our sanction, a regulation 
imposing such a rate of duty on the importation of all foreign Salt, as sliall have the 
effect of securing the revenue derived from that article. By which regulation it should 
be provided, that the merchants shall be at liberty to deposit such' Selt in the ware- 
houses of the Government, previously to the payment of the Duty, but that no sidi 
Salt shall be removed from thehce, Until the duty be paid. 

11. We desire that fti framing both the Opium and Salt Regulations, you will consult 
with your law-officers, with the view of preventing any legal difficulties in tho way of their 
obtaining the sanction of the authorities in this country. 


12. We 
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12* We fully rely on your active and zealous co-operation, on an occasion where the 
public interests are so deeply concerned, and trust that you will lose no time in carryin^^ 
our directions into effect* 

We are, your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) Thomas Kkid. 

East-India House, London, John Bbub. 

10th May 1816. 

P.S. Copy of a Circular Letter to tlio Government of Fort St. George, Bombay and 
Prince of Wales’ Island, on the subject of the foregoing Despatch, is sent a number in the 
packet. 

(Signed) ^ T.Il. J. B. 


No. 2. 

To the Honourable the Secret Coniftnittee of the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Bast-Indies. 

Honourable Sirs : Territorial Department, 11 October 1816. 

Wk have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, under date the 
10th May last, communicating your sentiments on the means possessed by the Honour- 
able Company and their several Indian Governments of guarding the revenue derived 
froni the exclusive manufacture and sale of Salt and Opium, and conveying your direc- 
tions that we should prepare and transmit to you Regulations imposing such duty on the 
importation of Foreign Salt and Opium, as shall have the effect of securing the revenue 
derived from those articles. 

2. On the receipt of your Honourable Coimnittee’s Despatch, we lost no time in com- 
municating with our Advocate General on the subject, and we have now the honour to 
transmit, for the sanction of the Honourable Court, and the approbation of the Board of 
Control, Drafts of regulations prepared for the above purpose, in conformity with your 
directions. 

Your Honourable Committee will observe, that the rate of duty imposed on the 
importation of these articles, is higher than what might appear requisite with reference 
merely to the prices at which merchants trading direct from England could afford to 
import them respectively. 

4 » We deem it therefore proper to explain that our Advocate General, Mr. Strettell, 
entertains great doubts of the authority of your Indian Governments, or of the Ho- 
nourable Court, to interdict the importation and exportation of Opium in the country 
trade, an authority which, in the 8th paragraph of your Despatch, you state to be pos- 
sessed by them. 

5. Mr. StretteU’s sentiments on this subject will hereafter be more fuUy communicated 
to you when the Report which we expect from that officer shall have been received. In 
the mean time, it has appeared to us advisable that such a duty be imposed on the impor- 
tation of Salt and Opium as shall secure the exclusive trade in those articles from all 
interference whatsoever. 
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U)MlMSTKATION 

OF MONOPOLiKs. 6. Wo had anticipated the suggestion contained in tlie 7th paragraph of your Despatch^ 
having already, on occasion of the importation at this Presidency of a quantity of Turkey 
( piuin. Opium (to which we alluded in the 16th paragraph of our Financial Despatch of the 
28th June last), given directions for iaserting in the licenses to trade in China, a condition 
that such licence shall be void, in case any foreign or other Opium than Opium sold by 
the Company at their public sale in Bengal, be laden on board the ship in any part of 
the voyage, or be imported into China on board of it. 

7. In that Despatch we intimated our intention not to renounce, without a decision of 
the Supreme Court, the right of this Government to bring the Opium imported here, to 
confiscation. 

8. Under the communication, however, conveyed to us in your Honourable Committee’s 
Despatch, wo have judged it proper to forbear from the legal proceedings which wo had 
determined to institute. 

9. VVe entirely coincide in the opinion expressed by your Honourable Committee, that 
it never could have been the intention of tlie Legislature, in opening the trade with India 
to the public at large, to endanger so important a branch of our finances as that which is 
derived from the exclusive trade iu Salt and Opium. 

10. Wo feel scarcely less confident that the Legislature would not have hesitated to 
give its express sanction to those rules which have been enacted by the local Indian Go- 
vernments for the regulation and security of those branches of our resources. The pros- 
perity of the Revenue of India can hardly be considered as of less importance in a national 
point of view, than that of the more immediate resources of the Mother Country, and the 
jealousy under whicli the fomicr system of Indian Govermnent might have operated to 
prevent any legislative sanction being given to the exclusive trade in Opium and Salt can 
hardly be anticipated, when that trade is expressly separated from the commercial concerns 
of the Company, and its profits exclusively appropriated as a territorial branch of Revenue. 

1 1. We, at the same time, deem it right to state to your Honourable Committee, that 
under the present system of the Indian Government, the revenue in question cannot be 
cuiisidered to be fully secured without some legislative sanction of the British Parliament, 
to the rules enacted in regard to it by the local Governments. 

12. Your Honourable Committee will best be able to judge of the expediency of 
making application to Parliament for that purpose. 

13. We shall transmit copies of the drafts of the Regulations which accompany this 
Despatch, to the Governments of Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, 
who will of course frame, with reference to these dral'ts, their respective Regulations, 
introducing at the same time into the Rules enacted by them, such modifications as local 
circumstances may call for. 

14. It will then, we think, be expedient that they should at once transmit the drafts of 
the Regulations prepared by them, for the sanction of the Honourable Court, and the 
approbation of the Board of Commissioners, without further refyence to this Government. 

15. By these means, the delay which must have resulted from a literal adherence to the 
course prescribed by your Honourable Committee, will be avoided ; and at the same 
time any inconsistency in the measures of our respective Governments sufficiently guarded 
against. 


16. At 
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16. At none of these Presidencies indeed df)es any exclusive manufacture or trade in 
Opium exist, so that the rules passed by these several Governments, as far as re.spect .«5 
the importation of this article, will have for their object solely to secure from competition 
the Opium purchased at the Calcutta sales ; but we arc not aware that any material 
deviation from the course which we have pursued, will on that account be requisite, 

17 . On this principle we have prepared the acccitiipanying Rej^ulation, imposing such a 
duty on the importation of Opium, lud being Hengal Opium, into any of the ports or 
places dependent on Fort Marlborougli, as shall secure the Opium sold at the public 
sales in Calcutta from all competition at that place. 

18. Vour Honourable Committee are aware, that Regulailuns for Bencoolen have from 
time to time been enacted by this Govenimciit. 

19. We think it proper, however, to notice, that having occasion to enquire into the 
circumstances in whicli that settlement stands in respect to the' Siqirenie Goverimitmt, 
some doubts have arisen in regard to its being in a strict legal sense, a factory subordinate 
to Bengal. 

20. No trace can bo found on our records, of any onler, making the settlement of Fort 
Marlborough a factory subordinate to this Presidency, having been issued by the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors, subse([uent to the passing of chap. 29, uf the 42d of the 
King, by which Act they were authorized to do so. 

21. The Court having in fact carried the measure into eflbet before the passing of the 
Act above-mentioned, may have naturally omitted to issue any further directions on the 
.subject subsequent to that date. 

22. This defect in form might, however, throw some doubt over the validity of (he 
Regulations passed by this Government, particularly one of the nature of that now 
transmitted. 

23. But as it may, if necessary, be rectified by Uio Honourable Court, previously to 
their transmitting this Regulation again to Bengal, and as practically the (|uestioii is but 
little likely to arise, we have not considered it as a suilicient reason for delaying the pre- 
paration and transmission of the Regulation. 

24. With respect to Salt no Regulation, we believe, will be required either at Prince 
of Wales’ Island or Fort Marlborough. 

25. How fur the different circumstances under which a revenue is drawn from Salt at 
Madras and Bombay, may render necessary, in the Rules framed in those Presideneie.s 
respectively, some deviation from the draft now framed by us, the Governments of those 
Presidencies will, of course, best be able to judge ; and we do not conceive that any ma- 
terial advantage would result from a reference to this Govenmient, on account of 
variations arising from such a cause. 

We have the honour to be. Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 

• (Signed) Moika. 

N. B. Edmqnsto^f. 
Archibald Seton. 

Port William, G. Dowdeswell. 

11th October 181G. 
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To the Honourable the Court of Dtrectora for AffaTre of the Honourable the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Separate Department^ 20th February 1816. 

Honourable Sirs; 

Tub last Letter to your Honourable Court in this Department was addressed to you 
by the Honourable the Vice-President in Council^ under date the 7th October last. 

2. With reference to the communication contained in paragraph 144 of thie above- 
mentioned Despatch^ we have now the honour to convey our sentiments on the question 
regarding the means best calculated for the improvement of the Department of Opium» 
a^ respecting the provision of the drug, the prevention of the illicit manufacture and 
sale of it, and the attainment of a revenue from the internal sale and consumption of the 
article. 

3. Your Honourable Court will find inclosed a number in the packet, copies of a 
Letter received from the Board of Trade, dated the 28th July last, and of the Minute 
referred to in it, in reply to the reference made to them on the subject ; also copies of 
the Miuutes recorded on the occasion by Mr. Dowdeswell, the Honourable the Vice-Pre- 
sident, and Mr. Seton. 

4. Your Honourable Court will perceive, on perusal of the Minute of the Board 
above-mentioned, that the more prominent features of the plan suggested by them in 
answer to our reference, are reducible to the three following propositions, vizJ^ 

1st. That the agency of Behar be formed into two separate divisions, to be denomi- 
nated respectively the Agency of North and South Behar, the river Ganges 
forming the boundary between the two agencies : 

2d. That the Southern Division, as mneh the larger of the two, be held by the pre- 
sent agent, and that the Northern Division be placed under the management of 
another covenanted servant; and, 

3dly. That the present assistant to the agent in Behar should remain attached to, 
and reside at the larger agency of Southern Behar, but that he should at the 
same time be subjected to the performance of occasional duties in North Behar, 
upon the requisition of the agent of that division. 

5. After mature deliberation we observed to the Board, in answer to their Letter, that 
the plan submitted by them with a view to meet the important objects above noticed, 
merely provided that there should be two separate and independent agencies instead of 
one, and without further augmentation of the number of European Offi^rs, that a single 
assistant might be subject to the call of both agents. But after weighing this plan with 
all the attention due to the judgment and experience of the Board, we could, not antici- 
pate any substantial advantage from the adoption of it. 

G. Without entering into any discussion of the merits of the pian propoasd by the 

Honourable 


• Coniultotion, October 31, 1813. 
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Honourable the Vice-President in Council, under date the 7th of March, the Board 
appeared to have only suggested another, which seemed to resolve itself into little more Opiuni 

than a mere division of labour and responsibility. 

7. We remarked to the Board, that of the essential benefits arising from an authori* 
tative superintendeucy over subordinate agents in other departments. Government liad 
the most abundant proofs. In fact it is a practical principle which pervades the whole 
economy of human affairs, and that is the principle which it was proposed to introduce 
into the very important Department of tlie provision of Opium. 

8. In the plan recommended by the Board, however, that principle appeared to be lost 
sight of. It has never been urged that the business of the Sudder or principal Station 
was too heavy on the footing on which it was conducted ; and even supposing that the 
division of the agency into two parts might afford the agents greater leisure to super- 
intend the conduct of the business in the Mofussil, the relief thus afforded would, it is 
conceived, be quite insufficient for the exercise of that active, vigilant and unremitted con- 
trol which should pervade this branch of the business. 

9. The object in view might, perhaps, to a certain extent have been attained, had the 
agency been divided into two equal, or nearly equal parts, but this was by no means the 
case ; one division standing nearly in the proportion of two -thirds to the other. But, 
however the agency might be divided, it must be supposed tliat the time and attention of 
the agents would necessarily bo in a great degree occupied at the Sudder Station, a 
scheme of things utterly at variance with that improved system of management contem- 
plated in the Minute of the Vice-President in Council, dated the 7th March last, a copy 
of which accompanied our separate general Letter of the 7th October following. On 
that part of the Board’s plan which suggests that a single assistant should be rendered 
subject to the authority of both agents, we observed that the objections to it were too 
obvious to require much illustration. If tho illicit practices which heretofore existed could 
not be restrained by the exertions of a single assistant, acting under the guidance of the 
Opium Agent, we could not possibly anticipate any such effects from them, when his 
attention should be distracted by the jarring and irreconcileable instructions of two dis- 
tinct and independent authorities. 

10. The heavy expense to which the Government would be exposed by the adoption 
oT the plan proposed by the Board on account of Public Buildings, formed another 
subject of consideration. It was admitted by the Board, tiiat the buildings attached to 
tho Opium Department at Patna are the largest in the country ; but though capacious, 
they are scarcely adequate to the purposes for which they are required. Hence a judg- 
ment may be' in tome degree formed of tho expense to which Government would be 
subject, were a separate and independent agency established in North Debar. 

11. Another objection arose likewise to the plan proposed by the Board, according to 
the data asiumedt the allowances of the agent in the Northern Division of Behar, would 
amount to Rs; 28,661 per annum. This, or even loss than this, might be sufficient for a 
person acting under the immediate directions and control of a local superior, but it was 
conceited to be insufficient for the head of an office entrusted with the discharge of func- 
tions of great pecuniary responsibility in a distant part of the country, and acting under 
no other control than what can be exercised by the Board of Trade at the Presidency ; 

although 
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although the Governor-General iu Council fully concurred in the sentiments expressed in 
the Rcsululion of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, regarding the scale of 
the agent’s allowances, it is perfectly consistent with that opinion to observe, that the 
principal executive ofKcers of this department should be paid with more than ordinary 
lihLM'ality. 

12. On those and other grounds which might be urged, we were induced, after an 
altoiitive review of the w'hole of the proceedings recorded on tlie subject of the future 
inunageinent of the business of the Opium Department, to concur in the opinion expressed 
in the resolution of the 7th March, that the objects in view would be best promoted by 
the appoiiitiuent of deputies or subordinate agtMits in North and South Ifehar respec- 
tively, whose primary duty should be to restrain illicit practices in the growth and vend 
of Opium in llie ditrerent villages and factories. This duty demands, in addition to strict 
integrity, great nientul and bodily activity. .Any plan which does not provide for the 
discharge of it on a r(‘gulcir and permanent footing will, in our judgment, prove delusive ; 
at the same time, we conceived it to be highly desirabje that the otliccrs employed in the 
Opium Di^partment should be ])ai(l in the shape of commission, and of rewards on 
scizmvg, in order that, by combining the prospect of immediate advantage with the 
Jiopes of promo tiun, and tile establishmeut of a high official character. Government might 
derive every possible benefit from the zeal, the skill and activity of the new functionaries. 

13. In communicating the foregoing observations to the Board of Trade, they were 
informed that iu pursuance of the principles above explain'd, the following resolutions, 
founded on the Minnie of the Ilonourablu the Vice-President in Council, under date the 
7th of March, had been adopted by us; and we requested them to prepare the necessary 
legislative provisions, and to .submit the draft of the Kegulation fur the consideration of 
Government as early as possible. 

'Fhat the department of Opium be continued as heretofore, under the general 
authority of (he Board of Trade. 

'rhat the superintendence of the provision of Opium in the province of Behar 
be vested in an agent, aided by a deputy, in North and South Behar respectively, 
and by an assistant to be employed in the peiTorniance of such duty as the agent 
may judge necessary, cither at the principal station, or at any of the subordinate 
factories. 

That it shall bo the duty of the deputies within the local limits established for 
the exercise of their official duties, to make advances to the llyots for the manu- 
facture of Opium, to suporiiiteiid the receipt of the drug, to control the native 
establishments maintained within such limits, ai»d especially to prevent the illicit 
culture of the Poppy, and the unauthorized manufacture and vend of Opium. 

That it shall be the duty of the agent to furnish the Board of Trade with an 
Annuai Report upon the state of the agency, founded on the information obtained 
from the deputy agents, and such lo al inquiries as he may deem it necessary to 
make in person. 

'i’hat the commission of the superintendent shall be adjusted to such rate as 
may yield to him, including rew'ards on seizures, from 50,000 to 60,000 rupees 
])er annum, and that the salary at present received by him shall be discon- 
tiiiiK 3. 


That 
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That the allowances of the two deputies shall be also paid in the manner above- 
mentioned^ and be so fixed that they may receive as follows ; 

The first deputy from 18,000 to 24,000 rupees per annum ; and 

The second ditto from 12,000 to 18,000 ditto ditto. 

That the ag^ent and deputies bo authorized to receive such portion of the com- 
mission in advance, as they may respectively require for their current expenses, 
not exceeding^, however, a moiety of the computed amount of such commission. 

That the assistant shall be allowed 500 rupees per mensem, with the usual 
deputation allon ances on his employment in the Mofussil. 

That the Board enter, as soon as (‘ircuinstanccs will permit, on a consideration 
of the lartfe establishments at present maintained in the Opium Department, and 
that they report what retrenchments or modifications those establishments may 
appear to require for the cuiidiict of the manufacture on account of GovernmcMit, 
and for the prevention of illicit g-rowth, manufacture and vend. That the Board 
shall, ill like manner, reporl)»what part of those establishments should be placed 
under the orders of the agent and of liis deputies respectively. 

That an agency be established (as already directed) for the provision of Opium 
exclusively on account of Government, in the district of Riingpons that such 
agency be united with the Office of Commercial Resident at that Station, and 
" that the Board report the rate of commission, which they may deem an adeipiate 
rcnninerafiou for his responsibility and trouble. That the produce of the Rung- 
pore Agency be reserved exclusively for internal sale and consumption. 

That the superintendence of the internal sale of Opium be vested in the Board 
of Revenue, under rules similar to those established for the sale of sjiirituous 
liquors, intoxicating drugs, &c. ; and that the Board of Revenue he accordingly 
instnicfed to co-operate with the Board of Trade, in framing the general regula- 
tion now required regarding this important branch of the public resources. 

14. The Board lias also been informed, that the rules for the conduct of the officers 
employed in managing the retail sale of the Opium, should clearly define that the 
object of Government, in interfering in the traffic, was more witli a view to control the 
use of an article which is so prejudicial to the morals of the people, and to the interests 
of society in general, than with a desire of increasing the revenue by an extensive sale of 
it ; and that the superior means which Government will in future possess of regulating 
and restricting the retail sale of Opium, when conducted under the immediate superinten- 
dence of its own officers will, it is hoped, not only prevent illicit traffic in the article, 
which notoriously exists, but gradually reduce the excessive use of the drug, which is 
now known to prevail, the object of course being to confine the consumption of it to 
medicinal purposes. 

That with a view to prevent the illicit manufacture and vend of Opium, those persons 
who may be delected in these practices shall be fined, and be imprisoned for a period of 
twelve months. 

That in addition to the agent and his deputies, and the commercial residents at Ghazeo- 
pore and Rungpore, it shall be the duty of all the collcctori and deputy collectors of 

6 B Customs, 
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administration 

OF M ONOPO UK8. Custoins^ Rs wcll 08 of the superintendents of salt chokies^ to assist in suppressing illicit 
Opium traffic in Opium ; and that all contraband Opium which may be seized, shall be valued 
at ten rupees per seer of eighty sicca weight, one-half of the amount of which shall be 
paid to the officers of Government, and the other half to the officers employed in the 
seizure* 

15. It was at the same time intimated to the Board, that from tlie foregoing outline, 
they would observe that it was not at present intended to make any alteration with regard 
to the Opium agency established in the province of Benares, but that it would be a sub- 
ject for future consideration, whether arrangements, analogous to those ordered to be 
established in Behar, should not be likewise extended to Ghazeepore. In the mean time 
wo remarked that the communications received from Mr. Sweetland, were not calculated 
to impress Government with the beKef that he possessed that minute and local know- 
ledge of the state of the agency intrusted to his care, which was essential to the preven- 
tion of illicit culture, manufacture and sale ; and that had he possessed such information, 
he would have experienced no difficulty in furnishing the sketch of the situation of his 
subordinate factories as required by the Board, in their Letter to him referred to in the 
fourth paragraph of tlieir Minute ; the Board were accordingly desired to repeat their 
application to the agent for d map of the description of that above noticed, and for such 
other local information as might appear to be best calculated to enable them to judge 
whether the business generally, in the Mofussil, was superintended with that active per- 
sonal vigilance, by which alone the illicit growth, manufacture and vend of the article, 
could be prevented. 

16. It was further stated to the Board, that under the arrangements proposed to be 
established, we did not deem the extension of the Behar agency to Monghyr, as recom- 
mended by them in the nineteenth paragraph of their Minute, to be advisable ; that the 
establishment of the Rungpore agency was founded, in a great measure, on the experi- 
enced difficulty, not to say impossibility, of preventing the growth of the poppy in that 
district : that its produce would probably be sufficient for the internal consumption of 
the country in general ; and the produce of the provinces of Behar and Benares prove on 
the other hand, in all likelihood, fully sufficient for foreign sale under the present arrange- 
ments, and such as might be eventually established in the Ghazeepore agency. At all 
events, we remarked that the utmost circumspection should be observed in augmenting 
the supply, and that of course the revenue could only be improved, or even maintained at 
its present standard, by adapting the annual stock to the demand for it in the home and 
foreign markets respectively. 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble Servants, 

(Signed) Moira. 

N. B. Edmqmstone. 

Fort William, Arch. Sbton. 

20 February 1816. G. Dowdmswhu*. 
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EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department^ from the Court of Directors, to 
the Governor General in Council in Bengal, dated 24th October 1817. 


Para. 7^. The sentiments expressed in paragraphs 21 to 27 of 
our despatch from this department, dated the 18th September 
1816, will have prepared you to expect our approbation of the 
measures adopted by you for the purpose of supplying, from the 
government stores, a quantity of opium fgr tlie internal consumption 
of tlie country. We wish it, at the same time, to be clearly under- 
stood, that our sanction is given to those measures, not with a view 
to the revenue which they may yield, but in the hope that they will* 
tend to restrain the use of this pernicious drug ; and that the regu- 
lations for the internal sale of it will be so framed, as to prevent 


I LETTER from the Governor* General in Council, 
to the Court of Directorb, dated 7th October 
1816. 

(136 to 144>) State the measures which have 
been adopted for supplying a quantity of opium foi 
the internal consumption of the country, and refer 
to the more comprchetibivc arran^ments which me 
under consideration, with the view of augmenting 
the provision of opium fur foreign commerce, of 
preventing illicit manufacture and sale, and of de- 
riving a revenue from the internal ^Hle and con- 
sumption of the article. 

Paras. 1 to 16, of Letter, <lale<l SiOth Februury 
1816, where the same subject is continued. 


its introduction into districts where it is not used, and to limit its consumption in other 
[)laccs, as nearly as possible, to what may be absolutely necessary. 


76. The provision of opium in Behar having fallen short in 1813 and 1814 of the supply 
required for exportation, wo concur in the expediency of your having, in the first instance, 
appropriated to internal consumption the confiscated opium at your disposal, and the 
twenty-six muster chests which had been allowed to accumulate since 1797-8 in the 


Godowns at the Presidency. 


77. With respect to the means of providing a future and permanent supply for internal 
consumption, we are of opinion that the principle ought to be invariably adherefl to, not 
to introduce the culture of the poppy into any district where it has not hitlierto ob- 
tained, but that the provision should be increased, cither by improved management 
in those parts of the country where agencies are already established, or by the introduc- 
tion of government agency into districts where the plant is known to be cultivated for the 
puiposes of clandestine trade. In conformity with this principle, we entirely approve of 
your having rejected the proposition of the agent in Behar, to establish a factory at 
Monghyr, a district in which it does not appear tliat the poppy is cultivated. On the 
other hand, in authorixing the provision of opium to be revived in Rungporo, where every 
endeavour to prevent the illicit cultivation of the poppy is stated to have proved inefifec- 
tiial, the only object is (and it is surely a fair one) to substitute an allowed, instead of 
an illegal proceeding, to restrain an evil which cannot bo repressed ; to place under regu. 
lation a habit of indulgence from which the people cannot be wholly weaned, and to em- 
ploy taxation less as an instrument of raising a revenue, than as a preservative of the 
health and morals of the community. 


78. We regret the failure of the steps taken in 1815 by the commercial resident at 
Rungpore, for collecting the opium illicitly cultivated in that district and in Dinagepore. 
Although the cultivation of the poppy in those districts was estimated (probably much 
too highly) to have been carried to the extent of 10,000 begahs of land in that season, 
which oug^t to have yielded about 900 chests, or 1,800 maundsof opium, the whole 
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quantity expected to be collected by Mr. G. Monckton did not exceed thirty maunds^ and 
this was procured at the heavy expense of eighty rupees per maund. 

79. We are satisfied, from a perusal of the papers now before us, as well as of those 
which accompanied your letters of the 23d June and S9th November 1814, that there is 
no occasion whatever to extend tlie poppy cultivation in the territories under your 
government, in order to procure a supply of opium completely adequate to purposes 
both of exportation and of internal consumption ; but that your endeavours should be 
confined to the collection, on account of government, of the opium now manufactured, 
and which in part finds its way into consumption through illicit channels. Besides the 
large quantity of land which, as already noticed, is appropriated to the illicit cultivation 
of the poppy in Rungpore and Dinagepore, the agent in Behar estimates ^ that there 
may be from 600 to 800 maunds annually smuggled from that province. In another 
letter, t the agent reports that the illicit cultivation of the poppy is carried on in the 
district of Purneah, to the extent of 700 or 800 beegahs in the course of the year The 
agent at Benares also states, that though smuggling is not carried on to any considerable 
extent from that agency, yet that it is clandestinely conveyed in certain quantities down 
the Ganges to Dacca and Chittagong, and he describes it as a growing mischief* It was 
suggested, both by the agent in Behar, $ and the commercial resident in Rungpore, || to 
increase the fine, in cases W'here opium is seized, from four to eight rupees per seer. We 
Kce 110 objection to this increase, and to extending the period of imprisonment from six 
months to a year, in cases of failure on the part of the oftenders to pay the fine ; but in 
regard to another proposition of the agent in Behar, that the smugglers of opium should 
be confined in tlic Fouzdarry instead of the Dewanny jail, we entirely agree in opinion 
w ith your Board of Trade, that no financial advantage derivable from such a measure 
could compensate for the evil of associating persons of this description with culprits impri- 
soned for heinous oflfeiices. 

80. As connected with this branch of the subject, we cannot suffer to pass without notice 
the censurable proceeding of Mr. Philip Monckton, on tlie 23d December 1813, upon an 
application made to him by the agent in Behar, to dispose of complaints which had been 
for sometime pending in the Zillah Court of Purneali, on account of the illicit cultivation 
of opium ; and we desire that you will signify to Mr. Monckton our displeasure with his 
conduct on that occasion. 

81. We have considered, with attention, the general arrangements reported in your 
letter of the 20th February 1816, to have been resolved on, after a good deal of discus- 
sion, for the purpose of improving the opium revenue. The opium provision in Behar 
lias hitherto been conducted by an agent and assistant ; the former of whom has received 


allowances averaging per annum Rs. 80,112 

and the latter 9,600 

Making a total of Rs. 89,712 


82. The 


^Letter, dated November 21, 1814. t Letter, dated April 26, 1816. 

t Letters, dateil May 11, and Dec. 27, 1816. § Letter, dated Nov. 21, 1814. || Letter, dated Aiig.23, 1815. 
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82. The following Are the most prominent features in the new arrangement^ which was 
sketched in a minute of the Vice-President in Council^ recorded on your consultations of 
the 28th March 1815, and finally agreed upon in Sopteinbcr of that year : that the super- 
intendence of the provision of opium *in Behar shall be vested in an agent, aided by a 
deputy in North and South Behar respectively, and by an assistant, to be employed in 
the performance of such duty us the agent may judge necessary, either at the principal 
station or at any of the subordinate factories. It is proposed to reduce the agent’s allow- 
ance from 50,000 to 00,000 rupees per annum ; to fix the first deputy’s allowances at from 
18,000 to 24,000 rupees, those of the second deputy at from 12,000 to 18,000 rupees per 
annum, and to grant the assistant a salary of 500 rupees per mensem, with tlie usual 
deputation allowance when employed in the Mofussil ; the superintendent and two depu- 
ties to be paid by a regulated commission: the opium provided in the Behar and Benares 
agencies to be reserved exclusively for exportation, and that provided in llungpore by 
tlie commercial resident, to be appropriated to internal sale a'hd consumption, under 
regulations to be framed by the Board of Revenue, and executed under their superinten- 
dence. The commemial residents at Ghazepore and Rungpore, tlie collectors and 
deputy-collectors of the customs, and the superintendents of salt-chokies, as well as the 
opium agents and their deputies, to be required to assist in suppressing illicit traffic ; and 
all contraband opium which may be seized to be valued at ten rupees per seer, and one- 
Jialf the amount to bo paid to the officers of government, and the other half to the officers 
employed in the seizure. 

83. We are disposed, upon the whole, to approve of (he general outline r>f the fore- 
going arrangement, which we think preferable to the plan suggested by (he Hoard of 
Trade, of dividing Behar into two separate agencies, the adoption of which would have 
entailed a heavy expenditure in the erection of new buildings for the use of the opium 
department in Nor(h Behar. 

84. As the high estimation in which the opium sold at our sales is now held, arises from' 
its purity and the excellence of its quality, and as opium produced in Rungpore and 
other parts of Bengal is deemed of a quality inferior to (hat of Behar and Benares, 
great care must be taken that Bengal opium be not put into such n state that it may, in 
our own or foreign countries, be passetl off as Behar or Benares opium. We therefore 
positively direct that the Bengal Opium be not made into cakes, but that instead thereof, 
it be put into pots or jars, and sold in that state, at a season of the year when poppy- 
leaves are not procurable ; and you must make a regulation, declaring tliat if any person 
shall be detected making Bengal Opium into cakes, either with poppy-leaves or tobacco- 
leaves, or any other substance, the Opium found in such a state of preparation shall be 
seized and confiscated, and the offender be liable to adequate penal ties. 

85. After all, we must observe that it is our wish not to encourage the consumption 
of Opium, but ratlier to lessen the use, or, more properly speaking, the abuse of the 
drug ; and for this end, as well as for the purpose of revenue, to make (he price to the 
public, both in our own and in foreign dominions, as high as possible, having due regard 
to the effects of illicit trade in our own dominions, and of competition in foreign places 
from Opium produced in other countries. Were it possible to prevent the use of the 
drug altogether, except strictly for the purpose of medicine, we would gladly do it in 

compassion 
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compassion to mankind ; but this being absolutely impracticable^ we can only endeavour 
to regulate and palliate an evil which cannot be eradicated. 


No. 5. 

t 

(Bengal Separate Department of Opium.) 

Our Governor General in Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

27 January 1819. 

Para. 1. We have received your Political Letter^ dated the 4th January 1817, repre- 
senting the injury which the Opium branch of the Company’s Revenue is likely to sustain 
from the traffic in that article, which is stated to be carried on between the Port of Goa 
and other ports in India not subject to British jurisdiction, and the P*>rtugueso settlement 
of Macao, and suggesting an arrangement between the Governments of Great Britain and 
Portugal, under which the latter Government may consent to prohibit the importation, 
by its own subjects, into Macao, of all Opium not purchased at the Company’s sales in 
Bengal, and to impose such duties on that drug, whether the produce of Turkey or of 
any place in India not subject to the British Government, when imported into that settle- 
ment by foreigners, as may be tantamount to a prohibition. 

2. We are by no means insensible to the injury to which the Company’s interests 
connected with the Opium monopoly are exposed from the competition of Malwah 
and Turkey Opium in the Chinese and other Eastern markets ; and we approve of the 
solicitude which you have evinced to provide for the security of this valuable branch 
of the Indian Revenue. It has, how^ever, appeared to us so improbable, that the 
Goveniment of Portugal would accede to an arrangement such as you have sug- 
gested, that we deem it quite unnecessary to submit the proposition to Ilis Majesty’ 
Government. 

3. The superiority of the Bengal Opium in point of quality over that manufactured 
ill other parts of India, will, we trust, insure to it a preference in the foreign market so 
long as the superiority is not much more than counterbalanced by the difference in price ; 
and should a reduction in the price of Bengal Opium become necessary, the expediency 
of proportionately increasing the annual provision will naturally engage your attention. 
We know of no practicable mode of guarding against the evil which you apprehend, 
except by supplying the markets at a moderate price with a better article than can be 
procured from different quarters and through other channels. 

We are, your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) James Pattison. 

C. Marjoridanks. 

S. Toone. 

T. Reid. 

G. Raikes. 

J. Thornhill. 

London, J. Jackson. 

27 January 1819. John Inglis. 


W. S. Clarke. 
J. Bebb. 

Geo. Smith. 

W. WlORAM. 

W. Astell. 
Edw. Parry. 

G. A. Robinson. 



SELECT COMMITfEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 907 

J 

No. 6. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Governor General in Conucil in Ben^^al, dated 8th Aug^ist 1^21. 
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Para. 110. The subject of the pru vision of Opium, which has 
become connected with many new and important considerations, 
we shall fully notice in replying to Paras. 120 to 1136 of your 
Letter of I7th July 1818. 

111. With respect to the prevention of the illicit manufacture 
and sale of Opium, the principal points here brought to our 
notice are : 

112. The delegation of judicial powers to the Revenue Au- 
thorities of this Department. 

113. The modification of the scale and distribution of rewards 
on confiscated Opium. 


LETTKIl from the Governor General in Couiicii 
to the Court of Directors, dated E8tli Fehruaiy 
1817. 

Letter, 28fli February 1817, puraM- lOl to l.’jS, 
l.'iU to 1.52 

Letter, 'Ith July 1817, para. 7. 

L(‘tter, 24tli October 1817, paiH**. (K) to 60. 

Letter, 17th .Tuly 1818. paras ai- to .36, 120 !•> 
128, and 1.37 to 110. 

Letter, .'lOth July 1810, paius. Ill to 111. 

lVoceedinf(s connected w ith the provision ol 
Ojiiuni; the prevention of tin* illicit manu- 
facture uiid ^ttIe of Opium ; arrangements lor 
iiitetfiHl sale, and the management of the Behar 
Afitncy. 


114. The increase of price to the cultivators of the poppy; and, 

115. The relaxation, in favour of travellers and visitants from foreign States, of certain 
provisions of Regulation 13, of 1816. 

116. The degree of judicial authority delegated by Regulation 13, of 1816, to the 
Revenue Authorities of this Department, meets our entire approbation. We refer you 
to our remarks iii a preceding para, on the same subject, in relation to the Salt 
Department. 


No. 7. 


EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Governor General in Council in Ben gal, dated 30lh January 1S22. 

Para. 40. Wo have already noticed the progressive decline of the 
Opium Revenue from 1814-15 to 1817-18 inclusive. This decline 
was ascribed to the competition of foreign Opium in the Eastern 
market. The proceedings now before us relate to the measures 
which you have pursued for the purpose of overcoming this com 


LK'L'TEll trom the Goveruoi Ocnciul m Couiitil 
tu the Court of Directors, dated 17th July I8I8 
(129 to 136, and paras. 11-2 to 156, of Lettei 
30th July 1819.) rroceedings connected generally 
with the provision of Opium tor the Government 
Sales ; the extciibioti of the Opium manufacture, 
and the measures adopted for modifying Hcgulu- 


1 X • xi • 1 . I r of I81H| of the Bombay Code, 

petition, and restoring the prospenty of tins branch of ouri — ^ 

resources* 


41. The effects of this competition have been felt, not simply in the depression of the 
general price of the drug, it has entirely destroyed the advantage resulting from a strict 
monopoly, which counterbalances the deficiency of unfavourable seasons by a propor- 
tionate enhancement of price. 

42, We regret to observe that this competition has been greatly strengthened by a 
deterioration, beyond the example of many years, in the quality of the Opium provided 
in 1817 and 1818, while the Malwa manufacture of that year was so much unproved in 

quality. 
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quality^ as to approximate very closely to the properties of the Company's standard 
Opium. 

43 . The rivals of the Company in the China Opium market are of three classes ; 
iianicly> the traders in Malwa Opium, the traders in Turkey Opium, and the traders in 
illicit Bengal Opium. 

44. Of these throe sources of rival supply, the Malwa Opium appears, from the 
exccllenco of its quality, to have afforded the most powerful instrument of competition ; 
so much so, that in the opinion of die Select Committee of Supra-cargoes at Canton, 
if the quality of the Company's Opium should not be kept up to the standard 
establisheil in 1708, and if the quality of the Malwa Drug should continue to rise in 
proportion to its recent improvement, and the traffic continue equally free from restric- 
tions, there was reason to conclude that the competition would extend to the limits at 
which the proceeds of Opium in general would merely repay the expense of production 
and transport. 

4.5. The principal channels by which the Malwa Opium found its way to the Eastern 
markets, were the Portuguese Ports of Diu and Demaun, to which it was conveyed in the 
first instance through Cambay, Baroda, and other ports of native States. The measures 
adopted for breaking this chain of traffic, by prevailing on the native Princes to prohibit 
the exjiortation of Opium from their ports, and by the establishment of high protecting 
duties on the transit of the drug by land, promised only a very limited and problema- 
tical success against the sedulous exertions of the Portuguese authorities to discover new 
channels by which the drug may find its way to their ports, the very great temptation to 
native merchants to co-operate in these views, and the difficulty bordering upon impossi- 
bility of effectual prevention on the part of our Government, without constant and 
vexatious interference with the people and tlie Governments of native States. 

40. 3'hc Turkey Opium is conveyed to China and the Malay coast, direct from the 
Mediterranean, principally by Americans and by British ships from Madeira ; and 
although a very inferior and much adulterated drug, it has proved, since the peace, a for- 
midable rival, from the very high price of the Company’s Opium, and the inadequacy of 
its supply, to tile total demand of the market. 

47 . The competition of Bengal illicit Opium is an evil of serious magnitude, and we 
observe with regret the great extent to which it is understood to prevail. This species 
of smuggling,” as is well observed by Mr. Larkins, lies nearest to our doors : it lessens 
the public supply and the profit upon it ; and it is signally injurious to the fair trader, for 
in a distant market he has to compote with an article in secret liands, which meets hkn 
at half price, and at possibly a total exemption from freight and charges.” 

48. The principles of a strict monopoly, which supposes the exclusive posseinion -of' a 
market and the consequent assurance of high price, by means of limited supply, are 
evidently inapplicable to this state of things. You have therefore made* it a subject of 
careful consideration, whether the Eastern market cannot be commanded hy the adoption 
of au entirely different system^, namely, by supplying its entire demand at such a^priC^ as 
urould render competition unprofitable. 

I 49. It seems to be sufficiently established that the demand for Opium, in the BSastem 
, . market, 
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market, has of late years considerably increased : that the Company’s standard Opium 
obtains a decided preference over every other variety of the dni^ ; but tliat its supply is 
inadequate to the total demand of the market, and that its price places it out of the 
reach of the poorer classes of consumers ; that the deficiency of its supply leaves an 
ample opening for the rival supplies, and that its high price enables them to obtain an 
advantageous sale, even at a much lower rate ; and that the rival supplies have derivcnl a 
further and very considerable advantage, from an unfortuimto deterioration in the quality 
of the Company's Opium during the two last years (1817 and 1818). 

50. In considering the policy of the change of system proposed, namely, of attempting 
the entire supply of the market, on terms that would annihilate competition by rendering 
it unprofitable, it became obviously important to ascertain, as correctly as possible, 1st, 
the total amount of the probable annual demand, and the consequent probable extent of 
the annual provision ; and, 2dly, the lowest price at which it would be worth the while 
of the rival traders to bring their drug to that market, and consequently the price at 
ivhich the Company’s Opium must be sold, in order to depress the price of the rival 
0))ium below this level- From these data the comparative j)rofit of the present and the 
proposed systems might be estimated. 

51. The results of the inquiries made by the Board of 'IVade in reference to these 
points, and the careful discussion of them in the Minutes of Messrs. Udney and Larkins, 
and in your Resolution of I'ith November 1819, appear to show that the present siq)ply 
to the Eastern market may be calculated to be at least 8,000 chests. 'J'he lowest 
recorded price of Turkey Opium in the Minliterranean is stated at 800 rupees per chest, 
or two-and-a-half dollars per pound. You think that this price may be fairly assumed, 
as somewhat below the price at wliich any large supply could be profitably furnished. 
This assumption appears to us to be somewhat too hastily made. 

52. There is also evidently some important error in your ulterior calculations. You 
state that the latest known price of Turkey Opium in tlie Mediterranean was four 
dollars per pound, or 1,300 rupees per chest ; and that the latest selling price of the same 
article at Canton, was 1,035 rupees per chest, which probably afforded little more 
than a mere return of the capital employed, and charges incurred, in the adventure.” 

53. This calculation, however, does not show even a mere return of the capital and 
cliarges ; it shows, on the contrary, a considerable loss ; the price in the Mediterranean 
exceeding the price at Canton by 265 rupees per chest. We cannot suspect an error in 
figures ; for not only are the same numbers more than once repeated, but the same calcu- 
lation recurs in another shape, exhibiting similar results. 

54. Without, however, dwelling on the errors of a calculation, which we have no 
means tOH'ectify, we may observe that the only fair conclusion which can be draw n from 
the premises stated is, that if Turkey Opium, when sold at four dollars per pound in 
the Mediterranean, gives a fair remittance to China, if sold there at 1,035 rupees per 
chest ; t)ie same Opium, if sold at two*and-a-half dollars per pound in the Mediterranean, 
would give a fair remittance, when sold in China, at 642 dollars per cbeit, with some 
little addition for the difierence of freight, and other charges on bulk. 

6C 
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55. You proceed to observe, that the comparative value of the Bengal and Turkey 
Opium in the Eastern market is stated to be as five to three ; supposing the latter there-, 
fore to bear the above price of Rupees 1>035, the Bengal Opium might be expected to 
sell at Rupees 1,7‘<^3 per chest, and this price would give a fair profit, supposing the 
average price of Opium at the Calcutta sales to be reduced to Rupees 1,400 per chest.’* 
But if, as we have seen strong reason to apprehend, the Turkey Opium might be brought 
to the Eastern market at 64'2 rupees per chest, then, according to the above proportions, 
the Bengal Opium, in order to drive the Turkey Opium out of the market by compara- 
tive lowness of price, must be sold at 1,070 rupees per chest in the Eastern market, and 
conse(][uently at 860 rupees per chest at the Calcutta sales, if tlie charges be reduced in 
proportion to the price, or at a still lower rate if the charges be not so reduced. 

56. There are other facts stated in the d(x:umonts before us which you have entirely 
overlooked, and whicli we are sorry to observe bear still more unfavourably on your 
views of this .subject. The importation of Turkey Opium into China, is stated to be as 
the earliest period of European commerce with that country, though it at first took place 
in very small quantities. Previously to tlie agency system the Turkey Opium was on a 
par with, or not much lower than the Binigal. 

57. We find, on reference to the records, that the selling price of the Behar and Benares 
Opium at Calcutta on the average of eight years, from 17B7'8, was 558 ; 'of eleven years 
from the same period, being the last eleven years of the contract system, 495 ; of four- 
teen years from the same period, which will include the three first years of the agency 
system, 527 rupees per chest.* If it was wortli the while of tlie dealers in Turkey Opium 

to 
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to send it to the China market when the price of the Company’s Opium at Calcutta was 
from 500 to 550 rupees, we can scarcely imagine such an enhancement of the cost of pro- 
duction or of transport, as that it would not bo worth their while to send it when the 
price of the Company’s Opium at Calcutta is 1,400 rupees, making the most ample 
allowance for the improved quality of the Agency Opium. VVe fear, therefore, that the 
idea so strongly entertained by you, that a sale price of 1,400 rupees for the Company’s 
Opium in Calcutta, will be so low as, by underselling, to drive the 1 urkey Opium out of 
the China market, has been taken up on an imperfect view of the subject, and will be 
found on experience fallacious. 

58. We attach more importance to the effects of superior quality in this competition. 
It was long since observed by a very competent judge of this subject: — “ Opium is a 
medicine of so m\ich importance, the diseases in wliicii it is most frecpiontly prescribeil 
are so dangerous, and the quantity in which it is exhibited is so small, that the best that 
can be procured will be procured without any attention to the difference of price.” This 
opinion relates solely to the medicinal use of Opium, and is so far, we think, unques- 
tionably correct. We have little doubt that the opinion may be extended in a great 
measure to the general consuniptioii of the drug, ci.nsidcring the very great pre- 
eminence of price which the best always obtains over tlic inferior qualities in articles of 
luxury, in those especially which, like the article under consideration, are used, not as 
simple luxuries, but as articles considered indispensable to the health of the consumers. 
In this point of view we are strongly disposed to believe that the C\un[)aiiy’s Opium, if 
supplied of the standard quality of would coimiuuid over the 'Furkey Opium in the 
Eastern market, a preference sufficiently decided to ensure a large profit on a supply 
nearly commensurate with the entire demand of the market. VVe do not ex])ect that the 
Turkey Opium can be entirely <Iriven out of the market; but we think its sale yiay be 
restricted within very narrow limits by regular excellence in (he quality of the C'ompany’s 
Ojiiiitu. 

50. 'Fhe (piality of the Malwa Opium, approaching and sometimes surpassing the 
(piality of that of llehar, has rendered that a much more formidable rival in the Eastern 
market. To repress it, either by underselling it, or by any marked superiority of qua- 
lity, appears to be impracticable. The prohibitory Regulations, which were ilesiguetl 
to check its exportation, could only be partially successful ; they were reluetaiitly 
adopted by the Native Governments ; they w’ore attended iii their operation with the 
most serious hardships to the monied, agricultural and mercantile classes ; producing 
the ruin of many, and ea\ising general dissatisfaction and distress. At the same time 
they could only be partially successful from the multitude of interests concerned in dis- 
covering new channels of illicit exportation, and the extreme difficidty of prevent i«)n on 
tho part of our Government ; and their success at all events could only have bcM'ii 
secured by '' an injurious interference with the general commerce of the country.” and 
by measures which Government could not pursue without a just impeachment of its 
equity.” • 

60. 4'he measure therefore which was originally proposed by the Hoard of Trade, and 
which met with the entire approbation both of your Government and of the Government 
of Bombay, of taking up the Mahva produce on account of the Company, appears to 

G C’ 2 be 
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be on many accounts a highly advisable arrangement. Those classes of the native com- 
munity which have suffered most severely by the prohibitory Ref^lations, will derive 
from their dealings with the Company advantages equivalent to those resulting from their 
original dealings, the suppression or interruption of which, by the prohibitory Regu- 
lations, was so severely felt by them ; and the same article which would* otherwise in 
spite of those regulations, and after occasioning nxuch individual suffering, and mucli 
odium to our Government, have found its way to the Eastern market to the injury of 
tile Company, will thus be sent thither in a manner most beneficial to all parties con- 
cerned. What would have been otherwise a source of much vexatious and injurious 
interference with the people and goveninieiits of native States, without any commensurate 
advantage to our Government, will thus become a source of mutual benefit. 

61 . The average annual supply of Behar and Benares Opium to the Calcutta sales has 
been about 4,000 chests. The estimated supply of Malwa Opium to the sales intended 
to be held at Bombay is also about 4,000 oliests , making the total supply of Opium to 
the Company’s sales (at Calcutta and Bombay) about 8,000 chests. 

62. The points of detail which are of primary importance in the local arrangements 
for the provision of the drug, are to obtain the drug of the best possible quality at the 
smallest possible charge, consistently with the fair remuneration of the cultivator ; and 
to reconcile thfe security of tlic present provision with the prevention of the extension of 
the cultivation, 

63. Of the quality of the Malwa Opium we have already spoken ; it is nearly equal 
to the standard quality of the Opium of Behar. Every practicable method should be 
taken to bring it to the perfection of this standard, and above all, to prevent its dege- 
nerating. The cost of production appears to be somewhat higher than in Behar and 
Benares. You seem to have some hope that it may be hereafter reduced ; of course while 
the disparity continues, the Malwa drug is the least advantageous provision for the 
Company. It is on this account sufficiently desirable not to extend the culture, and not 
for this reason only, hut also because the present conjoint production of Malwa, Behar 
and Benares, is full as much as is desirable under present circumstances. It is also most 
desirable, that the culture should not be extended in Malwa for the supply of illicit 
traffic. 

64. You think, that although these objects would perhaps be best obtained by the 
establishment of one or more agencies under the management of British officers, as far as 
circiiinstancos will allow, on tlio principles followed under your Presidency, yet varioits 
decided ohjectiDiis ap|)ear in your judgment to oppose the adoption of such a measure. 
W^ith this impression, you were of opinion that no better arrangement could be followed 
than that suggested by Mr. Wellesley, tlio resident at Indore. 

65. The plan alluded to is as follows : To fix upon certain convenient frontier 

stations for the receipt of supplies of Opium. To furnish the political authority or 
authorities in this sphere with copies #f the terms on wliich the Company would leoeive 
Opium of particular qualities at the appointed stations, for distribution to the seveiral 
governments and authorities in Malwa ; to authorize the Company's Politicttl Officers' in 
Malwa, or the agents at the Opium stations on the frontier, to invite and receive tenders 

from 
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from Government or individuals for supplies of Opium, to be submitted to the appro- 
bation of the Government of Bombay, or to be entertained or rejected at the discretion 
of tlmse officers, these officers being previously instructed iii the wishes of the Bombay 
Government for the occasion ; to prohibit the importation into the Company's territories, 
of any other Opium than what is brought to appointed stations on the Company’s ac- 
count, subjecting all other Opium to confiscation.” 

66. We strongly doubt if this plan will accomplish the ends in view. The (’ompany’s 
officers can in no way regulate tlie quality of the drug, or the extent of the cultivation. 
The only security for the quality, is in the rejection of the supply if the quality be bad; 
the only security against the extension of the cultivation, is in the prohibitory Uegu- 
lations. The prohibitory Regulations have been severe, but not successful ; if the whole 
of the present produce of Malwa be taken for the Company, the severity of the prohi- 
bitory Regulations will so far cease to be felt, or if felt, cannot be justly complained of; 
but if the produce be increased, cither the Company must take the increased produce 
indefinitely, which may very soon burthen us with a superabundant provision, or the 
same system will take place with respect to the surplus produce which has ulreiuly taken 
place with respect to the whole. As long as the Opium trade yields a high profit to the 
British Government, so long will it be worth the while of all the parties concerned in the 
old Malwa trade to secure a share in that trade. The numerous interests lliat have 
been, and still are concerned in discovering new channels of transportation to Dili and 
Demaun, will still be in active operation ; and (the prohibitory Reyiilution being con- 
fessedly inadequate to their object, without the addition of such measures as Goveni- 
meiit cannot justly undertake) the consequence will be an increased produce in Malwa, 
and a transportation of much of that produce to Dili and Demaun. If with all our 
matured and acquired means of prevention in our own possessions, illicit Bengal Opium 
finds its way in no inconsiderable quantity to the China market, it is scarcely to be 
supposed, that under all the circumstances connected with the Malwa produce, which 
we have already noticed, we shall not still have to encounter a very formidable op|) 0 - 
sition from that produce, unless means can be devised to prevent the extension of the 
cultivation. 

67. You propose to discourage the cultivation by limiting your own demand. You 
think the Company will derive less profit on the produce of Malwa, than on that of 
Behar and Benares ; but you think it necessary to take the Malwa produce, because of 
the probability that if Government refuses to purchase it, it will ultimately find its 
way to the Eastern market through clandestine channels ;” but you ilo not seem to be 
aware that this probability will still apply to all the surplus produce beyond the Com- 
pany’s demand, that this surplus produce will, in the natural course of things, if the 
extension of the cultivation be not prevented, bo extended according to the demand 
from other quarters ; and that this demand from other quarters will infallibly take place, 
so long as the profit on the trade shall counterbalance the risk of clandestine trans- 
portation. At what point (that is to say, at whatiprice of the drug in the Eastern market) 
the profit of the clandestine trade will cease to counterbalance the risk, it is extremely 
difficult to determine ; but we see every reason to fear, that this point is not to be found 
within limits that would leave to the Company any considerable revenue from Opium. 

68. You 
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68. You do not intend to interfere with the cultivation for internal supply, and you 
state the internal demand to be considerable. Here then is an abundant supply at once 
in the internal market ; a supply as much at the service of the clandestine dealers, as of 
the domestic consumers, and capable to all appearance, of indefinite extension. 

fiy. We are fully aware of nil the objections and difficulties that oppose themselves to 
the establishment in Malwa of a system rcsemblin<r that of the Ben^ Agencies, but we 
fear that by no other means can the extent of the cultivation be controlled ; and if not 
only the same, but any thing like the same degree of competition in the Eastern market 
should be experienced when we furnish it with 8,0()0 as when we furnished it with 4,000 
chests, wo see much to apprehend from the consequences of a redundant supply. You 
have calculated on an inevitable temporary depreciation till the competition of foreign 
Opium is repressed ; but the tendency of our preceding observations leads strongly to 
the opinion that such depreciation will be, not temporary, but permanent ; and that 
either the competition will not bo repressed at all, or that it will return with the return of 
our profit. 

70. The object of the proposed modification of the Bombay Regulation 1, of 1818, 
n as such a relaxation of the import duties on Opium prescribed by that Regulation, as 
would reconcile the permission of a sufficient import by land for the consumption of 
( I uzerat, with the prevention of exportation by sea. To secure on the one hand to the 
people of Guzerat the use of an article nhich they consider indispensable to their health, 
and of which the high duty (12 rupees per seer) imposed by Rogulaliou 1, of 1818 was a 
virtual prohibition ; and to prev(Mit, on the othf*r, the allowed supply for internal con- 
sumption from being diverted into the channels of elandestiiio exportation, considering 
the ample means afforded to the latter by the wliolci coast of that extensive peninsula 
which lies between tlie Gulfs of Cutch and Cambay, and at the southern extremity of 
which lies the island of Din itself, one of the principal emporiums of the rival trade, 
appears to us an attempt replete w’it}\ difficulties. Your suggestion to the Bombay 
Government, to avoid for the present any formal repeal of the regulation, and to grant a 
conditional relaxation of its rules in the form of a temporary notification, rather than in 
that of a legislative enactment, meets our entire approbation, as the best course which 
could, under all the circumstances, be pursued By adopting this method you keep it 
within your own power to reiinpose the duty, without reference to England, whereas if the 
regulations were repealed, no new’ duty could he imposed without our special authority. 

71. lu stating to you the views which have forced themselves upon us on a careful 
consideration of this question, we would by ho means be understood to disapprove the 
plan you have adopted, which was demanded as a measure of justice, as tlie only com- 
pensation that could be offered for the injury sustained by tlie people from the operation 
of the prohibitory Regulations. If those Regulations had been abolishedi the open com- 
petition of the Malwa drug would have destroyed our Opium revenue. If they had been 
continued without the alleviation of the present measure, they would have continued to 
produce the gi'catest hardships to the people, and could only have been rendered effec- 
tual at an eiionnous expense in establishments, and by means which Government could 
not pursue without a just impeachment of its equity. 


72. We 
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Wo are fully aware that you had only a choice among many opposite difficulties^ monopomks. 
and that you had it not in your power to fix on a course that would not have been liable 
to exceptions, but wo have deemed it necessary to call your attention to some important 
considerations which you appear to have overlooked, and which forbkl us to entertain any 
very sanguine hopes that the-resull of the course you have pursued will realize your expec- 
tations of maintaining the revenue at the standard of the most favourable year (1814-15), 
at the same time the means which the Company possesses of commanding a large supply 
on moderate terms and of an excellent quality, will always atford it a considerable advan- 
tage in the ordinary course of mercantile competition. We have no doubt that these 
advantages arc capable of very great extension, if tlie drug be supplied of such iniirorm 
good quality as will give tlic purchasers in the Eastern market implicit confidence in the 
Company’s stamp. This confidence the deterioration of late years has greatly weakened. 

If this confidence can bo restored and preserved, our resources may still derive consider- 
able benefit from that moderate profit on an enlarged supply to which w^e must restrict 
our expectations ; but we are fully persuaded that in proportion as this confidence shall 
bo preserved or lost, this branch of our revenue will prosper or decay. Tlie point tliere- 
fore of vital importance, and that to wliich your most vigilant supervision is rcipiired, is 
the preservation of uniform excellence of quality. 

73. Wo approve the distinction in the form of the cakes wliich you have directed to be 
made between the Opium of Malwa and that of Behar and Benares. 


No 8. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Governor General in Council in Bengal, dated 11th July 1827. 

Para. 30, We acknowledge the justice of your remark, that the 
subject of Malwa Opium is beset with difficulties, and we are happy 
to perceive by the voluminous correspondence which we have 
perused, that it has been considered by you with the most anxious 
attention, though wo have to lament that the infonnation before us 
remains too imperfect to enable us to form any decided opinion on 
the questions which still perplex you. 

37* Your object in taking into your own hands the market of 
Malwa Opium, was to prevent its competition witli that from your own Agcnciesin 
Bengal, and thence to secure the benefit of a monopoly in the Eastern market. That the 
experiment as yet, has been far from successful, sufficiently appears from the documents 
before us. You were but little satisfied with the conduct of the agent employed by the 
Bombay Government in Malwa. The extent of bis pecuniary drafts is one circumstance 
which, of course, attracts attention. They amounted, for the supply of one year (1823), 
to the enormous sum of 86,25,000 rupees, and as yet we have no documents to show 
how it is accounted for. On this subject, therefore, we are under the necessity of post- 
poning our opinion. 


Li’tter from the Go\cinor General in ('oiiiinl tn 
the Court of Directors dated IMineh lh2l 
(127 to 139; rI'jo Letter 30lli July |m 23, paias. 
42, 43, find 49 to Ht } riovioion of Alalwa 
Opium, and annexation oi the Malua Ageney tn 
Calcutta. An iiicreube of ])nee thought iieee^vHiy 
to the cultivators ot Opium in the llengal Ageneieb 
Tlie Collectors of Tirhuot, Snrun and Sh.ihiihiid, 
net as deputies to cite ()|»iiim Agent in lleluir. 
Dr. Hare appointed to uei an Exairiiner ot Opiiiin ; 
and the expedieney of n third Opium Agi iiey m 
Koliilcuiid, u nder deliberation. 


38. The 
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38. The means of preventing the Opium, raised without restrietion in Malwa, from 
reaching the hands of the private merchant and the China market through him, seem to 
be of two kinds, either obstructions to the transit, or such regulations of prices as may 
exclude competition. 

39. The first of these expedients is so difficult that its Huoeess must be regarded as 
exceedingly doubtful. The commodity is so valuable in proportion to its bulk, that it is 
easily carried and concealed ; and it is, or may be raised over a great extent of country, 
or rather, of many countries, of some of which we have not the government. 

40. In attempting to exclude competition by the second expedient, that of regu« 
lating the price, it is easy to foresee this inconvenience ; that if you give such a price 
as will prevent all rivalry from the private trader, you encourage the manufacturer to 
auc^ment the quantity to an extent which will speedily glut the market ; and this seeffis 
to have been one of the inconveniences actually experienced in the case of Mr. Taylor’s 
agency. 

41. Your Secretary, Mr. Holt Mackenzie, whose opinion has always great weight with 
us, seems to regard tlic attainment of your object, either by obstructing the transit of 
the commodity to the coast, or by regulating the price, as hopeless ; and he came to the 
conclusion,* that unless some arrangement for shackling the trade in Malwa Opium bo 
adopted, there is little chance of your being able to prevent such a fall in price, from 
superabundant supply, as will render the possession of the monopoly in Bahar and 
Benares of little vduo.” His expinlient is to monopolize the cultivation in Malwa, in 
the same maimer as in Behar and Benares ; in other words, to prevent the cultivation of 
Opium by any other parties than those with whom Government enters into contract. 
As no observation is made upon this plan, either by you, or by the Board of Customs, 
Salt and Opium, wc conclude that it is regarded by you, as indeed it appears to us, 
impracticable. To prevent clandestine cultivation through such an extent of country as 
Central India, in which the machinery of our Government is very imperfectly, and in 
some places not at all, introduced, and to obtain a faithful execution of any compact for 
that purpose, which the native Chieftains may enter into with the British Government, 
appears to us still more difficult than the other expedients which have so imperfectly 
answered your expectations. The unfavourable impression on the minds of the people, 
which we are informed by Sir John Malcolm t has been the effect of our endeavour, even 
to monopolize the produce, must be still greater if the monopoly and limitation of the 
manufacture is attempted. 

42. Under these circumstances, and still more when we consider how extensively from 
other countries than India, from Turkey, and from Persia, Opium may eventually be 
procured by the private trader, we cannot conceal frem ourselves the probability that it 
will not be in your power to maintain a control over the supply of the Eastern market. 

^ We 


• See bla note under date July 10. 1883. 

t ** That our extension of the monopoly of Opium to Central India, will be attended with considerable trouble, 
and tliat it will, from the immunities we may require, and the connection with managers and others to which It 
may lead, give rise to much annoyance and general jealousy and bad feeling, ii not to be doubted. It wHl, and 
indeed has already, made an impression not fhvounble to our interests.**— Letter of Sir John Malcolm to Mr. 
Secretary Warden, dated April 86, 1881. 
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W -0 do not, however, adopt to its full extent the conclusion which has been drawn by 
Mr, Mackensie, that the possession of the monopoly in Behar will then be of little 
value.” It appears by the statements furnished to us, that Malwa Opium cannot be 
cultivated and brought to the coast for less than from GOO to 700 rupees per chest. 
It appears also that in Behar and Benares your Opium is produced at 300 rupees per 
chest, or perhaps less. If you were obliged then lo sell as cheap as the lowest price at 
which Malwa Opium can be sold, you would still have a profit of 300 rupees per chest. 
But farther than this, it seems well ascertained that the Opium of Behar and Benares is 
a preferable article, and will always fetch a higher price than any other Opium. It seems 
to be the practical inference from all this, that your main attention slioidd be directed 
to the means of attaining the greatest possible revenue from the Opium of Behar and 
Benares. 

43. Under (he prospect which seems forced upon us by this stale of affairs, the 
measure which we perceived has occupied a great share of yuur attention, of removing 
tile Malwa agency from the Bombay Presidency to your own, is a matter of inferior 
importance. Though strong considerations were urged by Mr. Warden for retaining the 
agency and the Mahva produce on the western side, we think that those by which you 
were determined prepoiidcratcxl. You could not have made a more judicious selection 
than that of Mr. Samuel Swinton for agent in Malwa. I'he t>bjoction which w’e shtadd 
otherwise have felt to the appointment of a military officer (Captain Dangerfield) to fhc 
office of assistant, is in this instance superseded by the peculiar aj^titude of the individual 
whom you de.scribe as having, under Sir John Malcolm, enjoyed great opportunity of 
acquiring both local knowledge and experience in regard lo the culture and disposal of 
Malwa Opium. Though the allowances of those officers are high, they are dispro- 
portionate to the importance of the trust.* 

44. We have had an opportunity, by the arrival of your consiillations in this Depart- 
ment to March 18*24, of observing the proceedings of Mr. Swinton to a late date, with 
which we arc happy to perceive that you have reason to be fully satisfied ; and from that 
gentleman we trust you will derive information sufficient to come to a satisfactory 
conclusion as to what is your best policy in regard to Malwa Opium. Respecting your 
directions for the provision for 1S24, which appear to us to bo judicious, we shall speak 
more fully in onr next letter in this department. 

45. We have considered with much attention tlio correspondence relative to the pro- 
vision of Opium in Behar and Benares, and have been very forcibly struck with the 
imperfect infbnnation which you possess relative to the cultivation of the drug, even in 
tliosc provinces whore you certainly had the moans of obtaining a full acijuaintance 
with every thing connected with it. We cannot forbear attaching blame to preceding 
Boards, to which this important branch of the interests of the State was specially en- 
trusted, for the want of inforniatiun which is now apparent in your proceeilings, and 
trust you will take care that a speedy remedy for this defect shall be provided by the 
present Board. 

46. Under 


* Agent, ^OOOrupcci per month. Awistant, 1,000 ditto. 
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4C. Uridttr much diversity of opinion and strong considerations adduced on both sides, 
you have come to the resolution of allowing an additional price to the growers of Opium 
in the Bengal agencies. We cannot pronounce that you have done wrong in this. But 
we are not satisfied in the present imperfect state of information, that you have done 
right. We are indeed inclined to think that until you wore better acquainted with the 
grounds on which you were to proceed, the preferable course would have been to abstain 
from innovation. It may still be found that this increase of price was not necessary, but 
it will not be easy in such an event to reduce it. 

47 . The appointment of the collectors of Tirhoot, Sarun and Shahabad, to act as 
deputies to the Opium Agent in Behar, and of Dr. Hare to act as examiner of Opium, 
and to secure, by a more accurate analysis, the duo perfection of the drug, are arrange* 
nients which promise the advantages you expect from them. 

48, The project of establishing a third agency in Rohilcund is under your consideration, 
and we expect from you more ample information on the subject ; till which time we shall 
defer the forming of our opinion. One thing we may remark, that all plans for enlarging 
iho supply of Opium in the Bengal agencies, must depend so much upon your final 
determination with regard to the Malwa produce, that till such determination is made, 
you hardly can, without danger of great mistake, adopt any specific proceedings. In 
Uie event of your deeming it inexpedient to continue your efforts to preserve the 
monopoly of the Western produce, one point to which we do not see that you have 
adverted, will present itself for consideration ; viz. whether by arrangements with the 
Goveniments to which the several Ports in the Western ('oast belong, a considerable 
export duty might not he imposed. This, if practicable, would both tend to keep up 
the price in the Eastern market, and, to the extent of the proceeds, would be an im- 
mediate gain. 


No. 9. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Ciovernor-General in Council in Bengal, dated 21st January 1829. 

Para. 2. We now reply to paras. 408 to 412, and para. 419 of your Letter, dated 
31st May 1827 ; also to your Letter, dated 18th October 1827, and in conjunction with 
these, to a former Letter of yours, dated the 18(h of May 1826. 

3. In these paras, four different subjects are presented to our notice, which we shall 
consider in the following order ; 1st. The employment of certain collectors as deputy 
Opium agents j 2dly, The appointment of Mr. Fleming to act in the capacity of referee 
and supervisor in Behar in Opium affairs; 3dly, lliat of Captain Jeremie to perform 
certain experiments for the improvement of tlie drug, and to prepare it for medical pur- 
poses ; 4ihly, The proposal for erecting a separate office for the business of Opium 
Examiner at the Presidency. 

4. First : The subject which comes first in this order is the plan you have adopted, of 
employing the collectors as deputies to the Opium agents of Jkhar and Benares, in those 
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of 4he more distant Aunings, ivhere a more efficient control seemed wanting over tlie 
native officers, and more complete security to the cultivators of reaping the full ad- 
vantages to which they are entitled. We have already sanctioned this measure, as far as 
regarded the appointment of the collectors of Tirhoot, Sarun and Shahabad, by our 
Dispatch, dated 11th July 1827; and you now inform us that/ in addition to those 
officers, you have invested with the powers of deputy Opium agents in their respective 
districts the collectors of Allahabad, Benares, Juappore, Goruekpore, Ghazeepore and 
Ramgur. We perceive by your correspondence with the Board of Customs, Salt and 
Opium, and the Central Board of Revenue, that the advantages and disadvantages of the 
measure, and the means of obviating, as far as possible, all probable iiiconvenience.s, 
were carefully considered, and we feel no hesitation in giving it our full approbation. 
We think also that you judged well in respect to the inode of remunerating collectors 
for the duties of Opium agency, by adhering to die general rule, which makes the rei^ard 
contingent upon the success. 

5. Second : Your experience seemed to you to have afforded reason to anticipate one 
inconvenience under this arrangement ; namely, that of disagrooment arising hetuecn the 
Opium agent and the depiitj^ agents, respecting tlie quality of the Opium delivered by 
the deputy agents; and it appeared to you a proper act of foresight, to provide the means 
of adjusting those disputes. The expedient of a referee was naturally presented to your 
minds; and you deemed yourselves fortunate in having an officer highly qualified for the 
purpose, ill Mr. Fleming, Scc<iiid Judge of the Provincial Court at Patna, uho could 
undertake the duties without detriment to those of his situation in the judicial depart- 
ment. In order to derive advantage as far as possible from the services of Mr. Fleming, 
who, ill his judicial rapacity, would be called into many parts of the Opium district, and 
might be of great use Ly his supervision and suggestions, you thought proper, on the 
recomineiidation of the Board of Cii.storns, Salt, and Opium, to constitute him a Super- 
numerary Member of that Board in the Opium department ; and for the performance of 
all these duties, you assign him an extra allowance at tlie rate of 50t) rupees per mensem, 
to be drawn from January lS2(), on the ground that his services, during the wh()lo of 
that period, had been given to the department. 

6. One observation immediately occurs on the consideration of this arrangement ; that 
if the performance of these duties, the settlement of disputes between the agent and deputy* 
agents, and between the cultivators and other parties, together with tlie improvement of the 
cultivation and manufacture, he of importance in the Bohar agency, it must be of corre- 
sponding importance in the Benares agency. In particular, the settlement of disputes must 
bean exigency equally strong in the one case as in the other, yet the provision is made 
solely for Behar. Under the painful experience jvhich we have had of the shifting and 
unsettled character of your plans of administration in the Opium department, and the 
present absence of any explanation, why that which you deem of so much importance for 
Behar has not been thought of for Benares, we cannot exempt ourselves from the fear that 
this measure has been adopted under no general and comprehensive consideration of the 
subject, embracing collectively the objects which you desire to obtain, and distinguish- 
ing skilfully the series of operations through which they arc most likely to be sccurwl ; 
the suspicion rather is excited, that the suggestion arose from no consideration more 

6 D 2 enlarged. 
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enlarged^ tliaii the existence of an officer on the spot whom the employment would pecu- 
liarly suit, and that of an Opium agent« who needed his assistance. Wearenot disposed« 
on the ground of this suspicion, to condemn the'appointment; but we dislike a partial ex- 
pedient for a general exigency, and we disapprove the absence of explanation, when a 
remedy provided against anticipated evil in one case is not afforded iii others, where it 
seems equally wanting. Another thing which secnis exceptionable to us in this arrange- 
ment is, that being made for a pcmimient purpose, it is not calculated for permanency ; 
because the circumstance of a Judge of Circuit on the spot, possessing the qualificatioDB 
of an Opium referee and supervisor, is not likely to oceur again. It is true, that your 
experience of Behar, with a referee and supervisor, and Benares without any such officer, 
will afford you some means of comparison. But Government should not in this or in any 
other department, be for ever a matter of experiment. You should by this time be able to 
proceed upon former knowledge, and anticipate effects. Should it be found that the Benares 
agency can be conducted prosperously without a referee (and if the agent is an officer 
fully qualified for his office, we see no reason why it should not), the inutility of such 
a functionary in Behar being thereby proved, the abolition of the office will be only an 
addition to those fluctuations in your plans, of wliich there seems to be no end. As full 
time for this experiment will have been afforded before the present despatcli can be 
received, we direct that no time may be lost in affording us an accurate and faithful 
report on the subject. 

7. Third : The project of extending the cultivation of Opium to Rohilcund, and esta- 
blishing there another agency, suggested by Mr. Fordo, collector of Moradabad, 
and Captain Jeremie, was by you, upon reasons which appear to us satisfactory, declined. 
But in consequence of the report of the late Doctor Abel, that the Opium grown by 
Captain Jeremie, in Rohilcund, possessed '^superior excellence as a narcotic over that 
of Behar, Benares or Patna, while in its other qualities it would bear a comparison with 
the finest kind of that grown in Turkey,” the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, being 
of opinion that opium, of the character of that produced by Captain Jeremie, might be 
prepared in any of the present agencies, recommended that an experiment to that effect 
should be made ; and in the making of it, that the follow’ing points should bo in a parti- 
cular manner attended to. 

• 1st. Generally, whether our Behar, Benares, and Malwa Opium are capable, 

by means of improved cultivation or difterent preparation, of being assimilated, in all 
respects, to that of Turkey. 

2d. Whether, if converted into such, in what way the value of each would be 
aflected in Chinese estimation. 

3d. Whether the present proportion of narcotic substance in the Behar Opium 
could be augmented, and the drug be still preserved, free from the noxious proper- 
ties which the Chinese consider the Turkey Opium to possess. 

4th. What it is in the manufacturing process in our agencies that is prejudicial 
to the goodness of the drug, compared with tlie Turkey opium, as a medicine in 
Europe. 

" 13th. How far, if the character of Turkey Opium can be imparted to the produce 
of India, and the article be sent home to compete with the other, there would be any 

fear 
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fear of iU subsequently finding its way to China^ and so interfere with the exports 
made directly from hence ; and^ 

'' 6th. If possible^ to discover the nature of those desirable qualities in the Behur 
Opium which have already obtained for it such a decided preference amongst the 
Chinese consumers. 

8. The Board proceeded afterwards to recommend Captain Jeremie for this particular 
service^ in the following words : "We attach great importance to the careful investiga- 
tion of these points/ and we really do not see how they could be more successfully 
examined tlian by Captain Jeremie, who has manifestly acquired an extensive knowledge 
of the subject, and by the light which he would throw upon it in its various branches, if 
his services were wholly at the disposal of the department would, we are persuaded, amply 
repay the Government for any remuneration which they might give him What we would 
suggest is, that Captain Jercinic be permitted to proceed to Behar, being, while there, 
under the orders of the agent, and that a moderate space of Ihnd be assigned him 
wherever the soil is most favourable for his experiments. The objects we have in view 
are evidently of a nature that can only be tliorotighly sifted on the spot, by a minute 
and narrow scrutiny into the varieties of soil, the difierent modes of cultivation, and all 
the operations of manufacture ; so that, at first, though he might be considered in the 
light of an assistant to the agent, and be subject to his general supervision, it would 
be best that his attention should be confined to one place. The difierent specimens of 
Opium that he might prepare would be kept wholly separate from the general investment, 
so that there coidd be no fear of any change of feeling in regard to it ; nor would any the 
slightest alteration be suffered in respect to the present provision, until after it had been 
actually proved to be beneficial, and had, of course, been submitted for the .sanction of 
Governraeiit, so that wo do not apprehend any possible harm. On the contrary, there 
is every ground in the evidence Captain Jeremie has afforded of his competence to the 
undertaking, of deriving gradually the most valuable inforiiiation from his employment in 
the service. 

" This appears to us the only way in which the experiments could bo conducted with a 
hope of success, the opium in small parcels being sent to Calcutta after it was made, and 
by us being subsequently forwarded to different quarters, and especially to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, if it is found practicable to prepare a quantity on the Turkey 
principle. 

" An improved mode of packing the Opium would form also another subject of inquiry, 
on which Captain Jeremie has already, in his correspondence with Mr. Forde, oflered, as 
it appears to us, some good suggestions.'* 

9. Approving these suggestions, you authorised Captain Jeremie to be employed 
under the agent at Behar, at a salary of rupees 500 per mensem, as a temporary arrange- 
ment, and for the purpose of experiment. Afterwards, on a strong recommendation 
from the Medical Board that Captain Jeremie should be employed to manufacture a pure 
Opium for the use of the medical department, you thought proper that this should be 
included among the duties he was to perform. 

10. Averse as we are to the creation of a new office, and to any addition to the expense 
of your Government, we think that the advantages hero in view w'cre so great, and the 

promise 
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promise of them so fair, as to justify a temporary arrangement for the chance of their 
attainment. It is our particular desire, however, that tlie temporary and experimental 
character of the measure be not lost sight of ; and to this end, that an accurate report be 
forwarded to us as soon as possible, informing us what the result of the experiment lias 
been, and whether any arrangement consequent upon its success or failure is by you 
reckoned expedient. 

IL Fourth : When you had made such extensive arrangements and sanctioned so great 
an expense for superintending the produce and preparation of Opium, and improving the 
quality of the drug, we expected to find a distinct declaration on your part, that the 
expensive project which you had formerly in view, respecting an office of Opium Exami- 
ner at Calcutta, and which you reported to us in your Ijcttcr dated the 18th May 1826, 
had been relinquished. Of this project we did not think favourably from the beginning, 
and on that account suspended our approbation. The reasons which induced us to incline 
to the opinion of those members of your Government who were averse to the proposi- 
tion (for there was a difterenco of opinion in the Council), it is not necessary for us now 
to state at length, because the arrangements which you have since adopted supersede the 
presumption of utility on which the former project was grounded. The functions of 
Opium Examiner at the Presidency have one main object in view, that of satisfying the 
purchasers in a general way respecting the quality of the article offered for sale. To 
tliis you proposed, through the establishment of an office of Opium Examiner, to add 
another service, that of superintending the produce and improving the quality of the 
drug. These, however, are the very objects which it is proposed to accomplish through 
the appointments of Mr. Fleming and Captain Jeremio ; and if these appointments answer 
your expectation, we see not any purpose of this nature which remains to be effected 
through the instrumentality of a separate functionary at the Presidency, If this be so, 
the duty of an Examiner at the Presidency is restricted to that narrow and very easy one, 
of passing such a judgment un the quality of the Opium, as is requisite for the satisfac- 
tion of the dealers ; and which, in the opinion of all parties, can be performed with 
perfect convenience by the Apothecary General, From your silence on this subject in 
your latest letters, we infer that we shall hear no more from you of (he establishment of 
such ail officer as that of Opium Examiner at the Presidency, which, in the present state 
of our knowledge, we should not consider entitled to approbation. 


No. 10. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Govenior-Goneral in Council in Bengal, dated IGth September 1829. 

Para 2. We now reply to so much as relates to the subject of Malwa Opium, in your 
subsequent communications, viz , — 

Letter, 31st May 1827, Paras, 318 to 357. 

— 26th June 1828, - - 174 to 207. 

— 30th Oct. — - - 346 to 368. 


3. On 
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On the danger to which you conceived the revenue derived from your Bengal Opium 
was exposed} unless a check could be applied to the exportation of Malwa Opium to tlu* 
Eastern market, on the difficulties which seemed to oppose the establishment of such a 
check, and on the plan which you had adopted for making the experiment, by transferring 
tlie agency from the Bombay to your own Government, you have already reported your 
sentiments, and received our replies. In the documents now before us, we have an 
account of the proceedings of Mr. Samuel Swiuton, from the time of his being appointed 
your agent till nearly the time of his resigning the office ; and the whole of your corres- 
pondence with him and with the Superintending Board, on the subject of his operations. 
We are now, therefore, able to take a view of the objects which he effected, and of the 
prospect in regard to the future which the restdt of his proceedings may be deemed to 
afford. 

4. We think you acted judiciously in your mode of ascertaining by trial, in what pro- 
portions it would be expedient to dispose of the proceeds of the TVIahva agency at Cal- 
cutta and Bombay ; a point w'hich could not be determined without experience. 

5. The attention of the agent W’a.s of course in the first instance directc'd to the acquisi- 
tion of knowledge respecting the extent of the cultivation of Opium in Malwa, the extent 
to which the cultivation might in ordinary circumstances be carried, and the roads hy 
which it was capable of being conveyed to the coast. When these points w^ere ascertained, 
the questions remaining wore, by what moans the quantity cultivated could be kept within 
those moderate limits within which it was of importance to the objects you had in view 
that it should be confined, and what were the means which could be employed for pre- 
venting the transportation of the article to the coast, and its consequent exportation to 
the Eastern market. 

6. The result of the active and judicious inquiries of Mr. Swiuton, was satisfactory in 
regard to both points ; the quantity of Opium capable of being cultivated in Malwa, and 
the routes by which it could be made to reach the coast. 

7. It had been apprehended, that in the extensive regions of central India, the means of 
extending the cultivation of Opium were unlimited. It appears that this is very far from 
being the case. It requires much irrigation and manure ; and the cultivation of it in fact, 
is very expensive. 

8. It seems to be ascertained also, that the number of routes by which Opium in any 
quantity worth regarding, can be conveyed to the coast, is not considerable ; and that the 
means of closing them, at least so far as to prevent any but small quantities from being 
conveyed by them to the coast, are not unattainable. Groat praise i.s due to Mr. Swiuton, 
for the active industry with which he prosecuted the inquiries which led to these results, 
and for the judgment and good sense which be displayed in the mode in which he elicited 
his information. 

9. The two great objects for the attention of Mr. Swinton, after the knowledge of the 
fa^ on which his proceedings were to be founded, wore so to conduct his operations in 
effecting the purchase of the commodity as to bring down the price, which had been 
enormously enhanced by the injudicious proceedings of the Bombay agent ; and in the 
next place, to secure the co-operation of the native Princes in whose territories the (b’ug 
is cultivated, or through whose territories it must pass in. its way to the coast. 
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10. In the first of these objects^ the efforts of Mr. Swinton were attended with a success 
much beyond what could have been anticipated. In the first year of his agency ( 1824) 
you were obliged to authorize him to go to as high a price as 55 rupees per punsuree of 
10 lbs. ; you were enabled to reduce the limit to 40 rupees in the next year; and at last 
Mr. Swinton was enabled to pui^chase at the comparatively low price of thirty rupees. 

11. This reduction of prico^ under all the difficulties with which Mr. Swinton had to con- 
tend, tends strongly to confirm his conclusions respecting the practicability of excluding 
competitors from the market of Malwa Opium, and securing to the requisite degree, the 
command of it in the hands of the British Government 


12. Towards the attainment of the second object, the hearty concurrence of all the 
native Princes, whose co-operation was necessary to restrain the cultivation of the drug, 
or prevent its passage to the coast, considerable progress seems to have been made ; in 
which we see with approbation, how much Mr. Swinton was aided by the co-operation of 
Mr. Wellesley. After negociations. which necessarily occupied a considerable time, 
arrangements were effected with the Raj Kana of Oodeypoor, the Maha Rao Rajah of 
Boondec, witli the manager of Meer Khan’s Pergunnah, in Meywar, with the Raj KaEna 
of Kotah, with the Government of Holkar, and with some other states in Malwa. 

13. It is not our intention to enter into the detail of the agreements which were made 
with these rulers. We see with much satisfaction, that all the particulars were carefully 
considered, that great diligence and discretion were employed in managing the negocia- 
tions, and that the object of reconciling the interests of the chiefs and states in question, 
with those of the British Government, was steadily pursued, and, we believe, to a great 
degree attained. We perceive it was your opinion, that in some particulars the arrange- 
inents made would still admit of beneficial alterations ; this was to be anticipated in a 
pase altogether new. We trust you will keep your attention fixed upon the subject, and 
make such alterations as farther observation may suggest. 

14. With respect to the rulers of the states with which the engagements were found, it 
was your object to give tliem what might appear to be an equivalent for the revenue 
they might lose by aiding your monopoly. These rulers will only be induced to draw 
cordially with you in the measures necessary to secure your monopoly, by being led to 
think that they rather gain than lose by doing so ; and this persuasion you must endea- 
vour to establish in their minds, while you must suggest to them such modes of confining 
the eiiltivation of the p<jppy to the best soils in their respective dominions, and of limit- 
ing the total extent of its cultivation as may be least oppressive, and least forcibly strike 
the ryot as an arbitrary and injurious interference with his rights and interests. 

15. The pecuniary '' result of the Opium concern in Malwa,” you say, belongs 
more properly to the financial department, and will there be explained.*’ You present 
us, however, with a statement of your disbursements and receipts in this concern, to the 
end of the official year 1825-26, which exhibits a net profit of rupees 6,55,754, exclu- 
sive of the Opium remaining in store, and of the quantity transferred to the Abkarry 
department. You have been fully advised, iii our Territorial Finance Letter, dated the 
3d June last, that the accounts on which the calculations of the profit and loss resulting 
from the monopoly of Malwa Opium bad been made, were very defective; and that there 

was 
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was reason to suppose that the real profits at the close of 1825-26, exceeded 60 lacs of 
rupees. 

16. From the success which has attended these proceedings, we entertain a more 
favourable opinion of your power so to restrain the exportation of Malwa Opium, as to 
prevent it from materially interfering with your Opium revenue, than that which we were 
^liged to draw from some of your previous communications. It is an object of so much 
importance, as to deserve your utmost endeavours for its attainment. We observe, that 
your hopes with regard to the future, were still mixed with some apprehensions and 
there could bo no doubt that the precautions you had been able to take, might still be 
defeated by circumstances of which you had not at that time been able to taL account. 
Much would no doubt depend upon the parties into whose hands the business devolved 
after the departure of Mr. Swinton, and upon die ability and zeal with which the mea- 
sures he had so well commenced, were followed up. We shall be happy to hear that 
an arrangement similar to that with the other states, has been made with Scindia’s Go- 
vernment, the co-operation of which, in the restrictive system, appears of importance to 
its success. 

17 . In the present state of our information, we deem it unnecessary to make any fur- 
ther observations. The general object of your proceedings, that of securing a large 
branch of the revenue, is of obvious importance ; and your conduct appears to have been 
such as, considering the difficulties in which you were placed and the necessity of feeling 
your way, good policy directed. 

18. We remain anxious for information respecting the subsequent proceedings and 
tlieir results. We earnestly hope jthey have been successful. At all events we trust 
they have been such as to afford decisive evidence of what we have to expect ; and that 
we shall not long have to wait for the communication. 

19. We observe from the Report of the supracargoes at Canton, dated 13th Sep- 
tember 1827 f that the Chinese have manifested an increasing taste for the Opium of 
Malwa ; and that it had in consequence of this and the disrepute of the Bengal Opium, 
i^rising from the bad quality of it in the preceding year, produced a much higher price 
than the Patna and Benares Opium, which in that year were stated to be of good qua- 
lity. This circumstance, though the supracargoes describe their information as very 
imperfect, we trust has not been overlooked by you and the Board of Customs, as indi- 
cating the course which ought to be pursued in our Bengal agencies. It is at variance 
with the theory of the late Dr. Abel in attempting to explain the reasons why the Chi- 
nese preferred the Patna Opium, both to the Malwa and the Turkey Opium. We 
hope that the experiments which were approved of in our Letter dated 2ist January last, 
will have enabled you to judge of the competency of the officers entrusted with the pre- 
paration of an article so important botli to the commercial and financial prosperity of 
your Presidency, to improve the quality of the Opium. Should you entertain doubt on 
ibis point, wo must insist on your adopting the course indicated in tlie concluding para- 
graph of that Letter, as we cannot for a moment consent to sacrifice objects so important 
on account of any personal considerations. 
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No. 11. 

LETTER from the 6oremor*General in pouncil in Bengal, in the Political Depart- 
ment, to the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies.— (Dated 
10th July 1829.) 


Honourable Sirs ; 

Hating received from the several Political Authorities their answers to the call which 
was made on them to report the result of their observations on the effect produced by 
our arrangements, for the restricting the growth and suppressing the exportation of 
Malwa Opium (as reported to your Honourable Court in paragraph 178 of our Address 
from this Department, dated 8th May last), we have now the honour to submit copies of 
all the Documents connected with the Opium question not referred to in that Address, 
or subsequently received, as well as a copy of tlie Resolution which, after mature deli- 
beration of the contents of the several communications here referred to, we have passed 
on this important subject, involving the total abandonment on our part of interference 
with the growth and transit of Opium throughout Central India. 

2. Wo deem it unnecessary to occupy the time of your Honourable Court with a 
repetition the grounds on which wo have considered it imperative on us to adopt the 
measure abovementioned, as they are distinctly stated in the Resolution. A summary 
of the correspondence on the subject of our Opium arrangements having been prepared 
in the Secretary’s Office, a copy of that paper is also transmitted, a number in the 
Packet. 

3. On a reference to the Resolution now submitted to your Honourable Court, you 
will observe that we propose to take into consideration in the General Department, whe- 
ther the provisions of the existing treaties relative to furnishing a supply of Malwa Opium 
shall be kept up with any, and which, of the Malwa states, supposing, of course, that 
they are willing to continue to deliver the article to us, on the presait terms, or any 
others that may be negociated, and generally, what measures should be taken to provide 
for the Bombay sales, and extend the cultivation of the poppy in Behar or elsewhere 
within the Honourable Company’s Territories. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 

(Signed) W. C. Bbmtinck. 

Fort William, 10 July 1829. W. B. Batut. 

C. T. Mbtcalte. 
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ABSTRACT of Correspondence regarding Malwa Opium^ commencing from the Year — 

1818 to the Year 1828 ; in two Parts. 

Part Iste 

The first Paper in the series is a Despatch from the Supreme Government,* requesting 
a communication of the views of the Bombay Government as to the best method of 
checking the exportation of Malwa Opium, via the ports of Diu and Demaun, for the 
China market. The Bombay Government state, in reply, that, 1st. As the cultivation 
of the poppy had been prohibited in Giizerat (in 1803) by the infiucncc of the British 
Government, so by the same influence the cultivation of the drug for exportation miglit 
be prohibited in Malwa : 2dly. That should the prohibition of the cultivation of the drug 
in Malwa be considered objectionable or impracticable, by cultivating the poppy in Guzerat 
we should at any time be enabled to drive the Malwa Opium out of the Chinese market. 

In the Resolution of Government recorded in the Territorial Department, as per 
margiu,t a full review is taken of the question of Malwa Opium, and of the effects it 
would probably have on the Bengal monopoly, were not our restrictive measures ex- 
tended to Malwa. 

After explaining the relative value of the Bengal and Turkey Opium in the Chinese 
market (which is as 5 to 3), and showing that there is no ground for apprehension from 
the effects of that Opium, provided the price of our Opium be not kept too high, it is 
observed that, on account of the demand for Malwa Opium in the Chinese market, it 
is impossible for us to retain our strict monopoly of Bengal Opium ; it remained to be 
considered whether we could obtain supply from Malwa at such a price as to prevent 
any great deficit in the revenue from the inferior price which Bengal Opium must fetch 
in consequence of the modification of our monopoly. 

The objects that would be attained by a more extended supply of the Chinese market 
on moderate terms would be, 1st, the prevention of smuggling; 2dly, the expulsion of 
foreign Opium from the Chinese market. The total amount of foreign Opium supplied 
to the China market in the year 1817-18 exceeded 3,001) chests, and the supply to 
Java and the Eastern Archipelago averaged 1,100 chests, making a total supply of 
4,100 chests. If then 4,000 chests, in addition to our Bengal Opium (4,000 chests) 
could be supplied by us from India, it would appear that our Bengal Opium w^ould 
suffer no material depreciation. The chief object in view must necessarily be, Ist, to 
obtain the supply of 4,000 chests from Malwa ; and, 2dly, to prevent, by restrictive 
measures, the production of any quantity of Opium in excess of that supplyw The 
scheme, however, of introducing our restrictive measures into Malwa was stated to be 
liable to many objections, viz. 

1st. That it would be an improper interference in the internal affairs of foreign 
states : 2dly That it would paralyze the trade and commerce of the country in 

question : 
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question : 3dly. That it would render our Government universally unpopular ; and 
it was left to the Bombay Government to propose measures which would obviate 
those objections. 

In a Letter from the Bombay Govemmentrof the 12th May 1820,* certain suggestions 
of Captain Pottinger’s are mentioned. That officer points out the necessity of restrict- 
ing the subjects of Holkar and Scindiali in the Deckan by the same regulations as the 
subjects of the British Provinces, from the sale and importation of Opium. 

Tlic right of the British Government to search all merchandize that might conceal 
Opium in its transit through the British territory to Scindiah's Deckanee villages, is 
pointed out in the Despatch as per maigiu.t 

In the Letter from Bombay of 14th December 1821, J the route by which Malwa 
Opium is smuggled to Diu and Demaun is marked out. It is conveyed from Malwa to 
Faulec, thence to Jussulmere, thence to the port of Kurrachee in Sind, whence it it 
shipped to Demaun. 'fhe necessity of prevailing on the Jussulmere Rajah to prevent 
such traffic in future, was particiJarly brought to the notice of Government. In conse- 
quence of tliis recommendation, a letter was addressed to the agent in Rajpootana,$ 
directing him to use bis best endeavours to prevail on the Joudpore and Jussulmere 
Rajahs to prevent the transit of Opium through their dominions. 

By a Despatch of the 27th October 1821, from the Political Agent in Khandeish,|| 
by that of the Political Agent in Mahee Kaunta, dated 10th December 182L9 and by a 
Letter from the Resident in Cutch, of 19th March 1822,** the extent of the illicit trade 
ill Malwa Opium, and its transit via Khaiideish to Jussulmere, and via Kureechee to 
Demaun, is again brought to the notice of Government ; and a Letter from the Secre- 
tary to Bombay Government, ti’ reports the arrival at Demaun of 1,200 maunds of Patna 
Opium, and suggests tlie expediency of issuing orders to our allies in Malwa for the 
suppression of the illicit traffic. 

In a Resolution of the 19th September 1822, by the Governor-General in Council,l(i|[ 
the original scheme of purchasing 4,000 chests of Malwa Opium is discussed and decided 
on as to the best means of preventing the illicit export. It is observed^} that the agent 
ought never to buy Opium which is not likely otherwise to come into competition with 
the public sales, and that he ought never to give such a price as the private merchant 
could not afford to give. 

With regard to the disposal of Malwa Opium thus purchased, the Governor- General 
in Council considered it advisable to bring the whole or a great part of it to Calcutta. 

On the 14th September of the same year, a Despatch from the Bombay 6overument|| || 
announced that the deputy Opium agent in Malwa has secured 11,000 maunds of Opium, 
and cxpectcHl to procure 4,000 more. The deputy Opium agent having suggested the 
expediency of indemnifying the native Chiefs for the losses they sustained on account of 

the 
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the'export of Opium being prevented^ the Honourable the Governor discountenanced 
the originating of any offer of indemnification on our part, as he considered it would be 
a loss of money without any equivalent benefit. 

On tho 27th February 1823, a Resolution* was passed by the Governor-General in 
Council,* by which the vesting of the Opium agency of Malwa in a Bengal civilian was 
proposed. The reasons for this proposition were, 1st, The necessity of the Opium 
agent being placed immediately under the authority of the Board of Customs, Salt and 
Opium; for as the purchase of Malwa Opium is intended to maintain the Opium revenue 
of the Presidency, the quantity to be purcliased, and the terms to bo offered must 
depend on the provision made in Behar and Benares, and on the views which tho officers 
of the department and the mercantile community may entertain.t All instructions 
therefore to the agent should issue from the Supreme Government, and to that Govern- 
ment alone he should submit every requisite information with regard to his proceedings. 

2d. Another reason for this proposition was the circumstance that tho whole of the 
supplies required by the agent arc raised by bills on tho Bengal Province. However, 
before passing any final decision on tho subj<?ct, tho Governor- General in Council re- 
quested the sentiments of the Bombay Government on the subject. Previous to tlie 
receipt of any letter from the Bombay Government in answer to tho above Uesohition of 
the Supreme Government, the Accountant-General from Bengal had brought to tho 
notice of Government the ruinous rate of exchange at which the Opium agent in Malwa 
had negociated his bills on Bengal. It is stated by the Accountant-General, that as he 
considered tho Opium agent to have been under the authority of the Bombay Govern- 
ment, he did not attempt to exercise any control over that gentleman’s credit, 

Mr. Warden’s Minute of tho 30th of April, recorded in the Territorial Department as 
per margin,;^ detailing his sentiments with regard to the proposed measure of vesting the 
Opium agency of Malwa in a Bengal civilian, and of dispatching the whole or greater 
part of the Ophim purcliased in Malwa to Calcutta having been received, the Governor- 
General in Council proceeded to record his final resolution on the subject. The Gover- 
nor-General observed§ that, though it had been declared in Resolution of tlie I2th 
November 1819, that the principles of a strict monopoly could no longer bo followed, it 
was never designed to intimate that the Opium concerns were to be conducted according 
to the maxims of a free trade. So long therefore as tho present system of a modified 
monopoly is continued, it appeared to be essential that tho Opium business in Malwa 
and here, should be conducted as one concern, consequently the interference of the 
Supreme Government should pervade the whole system ; for consistency of system is of 
all things important. For these reasons, the Governor- General in Council determined 
on confiding the office of Opium agent in Malwa to a Bengal civilian of rank and high 
standing, and possessed of judgment, experience and discretion. 

In a note of Mr. Secretary Mackenzie, of 10th July 1823,|| it is observed that, as the 
price of Malwa Opiiun depends on the price it will fetch in the Chinese market, it is 
obviously our interest to bring up such a supply of Malwa as will prevent a glut in the 

Chinese 


* Political Consultations, March 21, 1823. No. 100. t Paragraph 2. 

X Territorial Department Consultation, June 12, 182.3. Nos. 54, 55. 

§ Political Consultations, June 27, 1823. No. 77. i) Ditto, July 18, 1823. No. 43. 


.\DM1MSTRAT10N 
OF MONOPOUES. 

Opium. 



ADMINISTHATION 
in MONOFOUR8. 

Opium. 


gao JOURTH APPENDIit fb the THIRD REPORT of the 

Chinese market, and enable us still to derive a fair profit from our Bengal monopoly* 
In order to secure such a supply of Opium as will answer these objects, and to prevent 
a larger quantity being thrown into the market, it will not be sufficient to enter into mere 
engagements with the different chiefs for the prevention of the illicit trade, but we must 
give them an interest in the monopoly. This may be done by purchasing the Opium in 
the first instance at a moderate price, and allowing the chiefs a share in our net receipts. 
With regard to the total quantity of Malwa Opium to be purchased, it would appear 
(from the best information before the Government) that 4,000 chests, each containing 
two factory maunds, will be a sufficient supply ; and as we cannot, in order that the 
temptation to smuggling may not be too strong, and to keep out the Opium of Turkey » 
expect above 600 or 700 rupees profit per chest, the profit on the whole would amount 
to 28,00,000 rupees. If it were necessary therefore to give a moiety of this, the remain- 
der, or fourteen lacks, would be a larger profit than we have hitherto derived from 
Opium bought in Malwa. We should, at the same time, preserve our Bengal mono- 
I)oly. 

The internal consumption should of course be provided for by us at a cheap rate. 

In conclusion, ]Mr. Mackenzie observes, that unless we are enabled to introduce a 
restrictive system into Malwa, it is to be feared that the supply of opium will be so 
superabundant as to render our Bengal monopoly of little value. 

The deputy Opium agent having represented to Government • that Opium purchased 
for the Honourable Company's sale had been stopped in Sindiah’s dominions by that chief s 
officers, and a demand of duty been made, the Government in reply, directed the deputy 
Opium agent to pay the accustomed duty, pending the arrangement of a treaty on the 
subject with the Gwalior Durbar. 

A reference had been made by the Bonibay Government (13th December 1823) to the 
riesidont at Hyderabad, requesting him to prevail on the Nizam to prevent the transit of 
Opium through his dominions. As the resident in reply stated his Inability to propose 
any such measure to the Nizam’s government, the Bombay government forwarded to 
him copies of a correspondence which had passed between Mr, Russell, the former resi- 
dent, and the Nizam’s minister, from which it appears that the latter liad agreed to 
prevent the transit of Opium through the Hyderabad territories. 

Ill the Letter of Mr. Mackenzie, of the date per margin, f the arrangements entered 
into by the Opium agent in Malwa are approved and commended. It is stated that, as, 
from Mr. Swintoii’s report, it appears that the moment the price fell below sixty rupees 
per punsuree, the agents of a Bombay house began to purchase, the connection between 
ultimate Ports of destination and the province was completely established, and the prices 
in the latter must depend on those realizable at the former. The difference between them 
will be regulated by the risk, delay and expense of carriage, and it is necessary to add to 
these impediments as much as possible. This would be best accomplished by interesting 
the different chiefs in our monopoly. 

Instructions having been issued to the resident in Rajpootana and Malwa regarding 

the 
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the Opium system^* it was proposed by Mr. Mackenzie that similar instructions should be 
addressed to the agent at Odeyporo, directing him to make tlie best arrangement practica- 
ble with that state for the prevention of the export of the Opium. Compensation of 
course must be granted for any loss occasioned to the state by the prevention of the traffic. 
In the correspondence of the date per margin^ f the political agent at Odcypore explains 
the route by which Malwa Opium is conveyed to Demaun via Odeyporoj Jessulmere, the 
mouths of the Indus, states that the compensation for which the Odeypore government 
might be induced to co-operate with us in preventing tho export, would amount to near 
50,000 rupees. This sum the Boards of Salt and Opium did not consider as too high a 
price for the co-operation of the Odeypore state. 

Captain Cobbe having completed a treaty with die Maha Rana of Odeypore, in 
October 1824, a copy of it was dispatched to the Supreme Government. It consists of 
nine articles, by the first and second of which the Maha Rana agrees to prevent the sale 
and transit of Opium through his dominions. By the third, tile compensation to be paid 
the Rana is fixed at 40,000 soiiat rupees. The fourth article stipulates that, in order to 
prevent disputes or imputation of connivance on the part of tho liana's officers, the 
British agent is to have the control of all arrangements and checks necessary to the fulfil- 
ment of tho treaty. 

The fifth article provides for the supply of Opium for internal consumption by the 
political agent : sixth article provides for the confining of such Opium to the internal con* 
sumption : seventh, enacts that unlicensed Opium will be confiscated and delivered to the 
agent, who will pay for it the price current of Malwa: eighth. Half the value of the Opium 
confiscated to go to the informer: ninth. This agreement to be binding as long as the 
Honourable Company’s restrictive measures exist. 

In March 1825 § the Opium agent in Malwa forwarded a proposal to the Supreme 
Government for supplying the districts under Madras, Nagpore and Hyderabad with 
Opium sufficient for tlie internal consumption. The agent considered the 1/200 mainids, 
which was about double the quantity hitherto imported by smugglers into these districts, 
should be furnished by him. 

The agreement concluded by Captain Cobbe with the state of Odeypore having met 
with the entire approbation of the Opium agent and the Board of Customs, Salt and 
Opium, that officer was directed to enforce the performance of the conditions of the 
treaty ; and instructions were issued to the resident at Indore, enjoining him to conclude 
similar treaties with the different chiefs under his authority. The expediency of a 
similar agreement being entered into with the Jeypore state is also pointed out by the 
Board. 

In consequence of the instructions to Mr, Wellesley,|| Major Caulfield, political agent 
at Kotah, concluded an agreement for the term of six months with that state. The terms 
of the settlement were stated by Mr. Swinton to be highly satisfactory, and that gentleman 

considered 
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considered that there would be no difficulty in renewing it, should it be approved by 
Govennnent. 

In pursuance of the system of compensation, the sum of 3,500 rupees per annum was 
granted to the managers of Ameer Khan’s Pergunnah of Nemaherah in Mey war, in order 
to make up to that chieftain the amount of transit duties in Opium. In the letter of 
the Secretary to Government, addressed to the Board of Opium (in reply to their 
despatch announcing the temporary settlement made by Captain Caulfield with the 
Kotah government), it is remarked, that as the co-operation of the state of Kotah is 
very essential, it is much to be regretted that that state was not permanently included in 
the contemplated arrangements. With regard to the amount of compensation, it must 
bo sufficient to interest the Raj Rana in our measures. By paying a fair average price for 
the quantity of Opium required by us, and by paying the Rajah either a certain fixed sum 
or a bonus on the quantity of Opium, say five rupees per puusuree, wo should probably 
attain every object in view, even should the sum to be paid amount to one lack of rupees, 
the Government would not object, provided by paying this sum we should be enabled to 
prevent the export of the drug, and keep down the cultivation. The general plan of 
1823 should be kept in view ; the main object is to secure the co-operation of all the 
states (whoso aid is necessary) in order to prevent the export of Opium to the coast ; and 
it should be remembered that it by no means follows that we are to give up the whole 
scheme because some of the detailed arrangements are inapplicable. 

Another great object is to provide for the internal consumption of the countries to the 
north-west at the most moderate rate. 

In the despatch of February 1826, * the necessity of giving the state of Kotah an interest 
in the success of the restrictive measures is again adverted to. It is essential that the 
quantity of Opium to be taken by us, and the price to be paid, should be fixed. The 
(|[uantity should not exceed 3,000 maunds, and on that alone is a bonus to be paid, or, 
should the bonus be given up, a fixed rate may be given. 

The amount of bonus may be raised to seven rupees per punsuree on 3,000 maunds if 
necessary. 

An engagement was concluded by Captain Alves with the Amjeerah authorities in 
September, f by which they bound themselves to co-operate in our restrictive measures. 
The quantity of Opium to be purchased by us was fixed at eighty maunds, at thirty 
rupees per punsuree ; and a bonus of 5,000 was agreed on, provided the Amjeerah autho- 
rities punctually fulfilled the conditions of the settlement. 

In a despatch from tlie resident at Delhi, dated as per margin, addressed to the 
Governor- General whilst absent in the Upper Provinces, is contained the first remon- 
strance of the Kotah government against our restrictive system. It is therein stated, that 
in the year 182(), 4,000 maunds, at thirty- three.Tupees per punsuree, had been agreed 
on ; that, in consequcnco of our system, personibf all ranks were exposed to a search for 
Opium on quitting the city, the town frontiers of Kotah ; that the people were in conse- 
quence 


* Political ConiuUations, Feb. 17, 1826. No. 87. t Ditto, Sept. 15, 1886. No< M. 
t Ditto, Feb. 9, 1827. No. 9. 
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quviiee diidoiiteiltedi and a loss of 60^000 rupees had been incurred by the Raj Rana ; 
lastly 4 it is stated that the monopoly had a tendency to cramp the trade of the country, 
and divert capital from its natural channel. 

In a despatch noticed in the margin,* Sir C.T. Metcalfe proceeded to record his senti- 
ments, both on the complaints of the Kotah government, and on the general question of 
the efifects of our restrictive system on the welfare and prosperity of Central Itidia. He 
expresses his conviction that the treaties already concluded with some of the native 
powers in Rajpootana were procured by an improper exertion of our irresistible influence ; 
that such measures are alike detrimental to the people, to the princes, and must ultimately 
be so to us ; and such being the state of affairs, he recommended that we should resign 
our pecuniary profits, rather than forfeit our name and reputation. 

Thie acting political agent at Kotah (E. Gordon, Esq.), in answer to a Letter from 
Sir C. T. Metcalfe, on the subject of Opium, states his opinion,f that our attempts to 
secure flhe monopoly of Opium in Rajpootana, arc held in universal horror ; and " that 
complete success can only be attained by such a mass of evil, as must make every good 
and wise man shudder.^’ 

In February 1827, a further representation was made by the Kotah government,:^ 
praying to be released from that part of its agreemetd which refers to the Sath Mahla, 
held in farm by the Raj Rana, from Scindia. In consequence of the complaints of the 
Kotah government, a Letter was addressed to the resident at Indore, under the orders 
of the Governor-General,} requiring from him and the Opium agent conjointly, 
specific information with regard to the principal objections urged against the restrictive 
system. 

Ill the answer furnished by the Opium agent to the above queries of Government, || in 
which Mr. Wellesley expresses his entire concurrence, it is stated ; 

1st. That no extraordinary influence was exerted or was necessary, to obtain the 
consent of the several states of Maliva, to our Opium arrangements ; that they readily 
entered into them, for they saw it was their interest to do so ; and that, though some, 
in particular Holkar's minister, Tantia Jogh, publicly expressed dissatisfaction at having 
signed the treaty, this was merely, as Tantia Jogh himself intimated privately, with a 
view of keeping up appearances with the Soukars. 

2d. That the smell of Opium is so very strong as to render any v'eXatious search un- 
necessary ; and that no evil is practically experienced on that account. 

3d. That previous to our pacification of Central India, little Opium was exported ; 
that is to say, the produce previous to 1817, averaged 10,000 to 15,000 maunds, whereas 
in 1823, it was from 35,000 to 40,000 rupees. 

4th. That the price paid by us is fair and liberal, and enables the Ryot to pay his 
increased rent 

5th. That 
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5tb. That the extension of poppy cultivation did not benefit the Ryot^ as his rent was 
proper tionably raised. 

Gth. That the Soukars alone were discontented with or injured by our arrangement. 

7di. That if Jyepore and Kishengurh would co-operate with us, the export from Kotah 
might be stopped without that state’s entering into our measures ; and that it was the 
conviction of the possibility of this circumstance^ tliat induced the Raj Rana of Kotah 
to conclude the settlement. 

8th. That the existing treaties^ if fully acted up to, prevent exportation from Scindia’s 
territories in every direction, except by rounding Kotah to the E. i. e, via * Kichwara and 
Sheopoor, into the Jyepore state. 

Lastly. That the alarm of Scindia’s manager at our measures, and their anxiety to bo 
included in our arrangements, show that our measures are eificient, and Uiat our treaties 
are considered fair and liberal. 

In consequence of the Opium agent concurred in t by the resident at Indore, instruc- 
tions were issued to the latter officer approving and confirming the measures whicli had 
been entered into for the preservation of our modified monopoly, as follows : — 

1st. The Treaties concluded by the resident with the states of Indore, Dhar, Amjheera, 
Rutlam, Siloneo and Seetamow, were confirmed and sanctioned. 

2d. Instructions were given to the agent in Bhopal to enter into Treaties with the 
states under his authority. 

3d. It was left to the option of the Kotah Rana to confirm his engagement or not ; but 
his assertion with regard to the Sath Malla formed from Scindhia, was stated to be un- 
founded, as the late Maha Raja Dowlut Rao Sciiidia repeatedly signified his willingness 
to co-operate in our restrictive measures. 

The sentiments of the Governor-General § were also transmitted to the resident at 
Delhi, who was further directed to authorize the political agent at Kotah to enter 
into a fair and free negociation with the Raj Rana on the subject of our modified 
monopoly. 

In a Despatch of the 20lh September from the political agent at Odeypore, the success 
of the restrictive system is mentioned, and an enlaigement of his establishment for the 
preventive service solicited. 

The agent states, that he had heard of no dissatisfaction being caused by the system ; 
that so long as the internal consumption is fully and cheaply provided for, the Ryot 
will be satisfied ; and that the ruler will remain contented as long as our compensation 
to him is fair and liberal, which it is at present. Sir C. Metcalfe, in a Minute recorded 
on the 10th October,|| decidedly objected to any further grant of establishment on ac- 
count of our Opium system to the political agent at Odeypore. He declared his 
opinion that the exercise by the political agent of the powers of search and inter- 
ference was unjustifiable, as injuriously aflfecting the sovereignty of the Maha Rana of 
Odeypore in his own dominion, and contrary to Treaty ; tliat a revision of our Opium 

system 


• Original. f Original. 
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sysiiem in Rajpootana is most necessary^ or that should the Governor-General in Council 
not be disposed to revise the present arrangements, a thorough inquiry bo made, for the 
purpose of ascertaining, to satisfaction, the feelings that exist in foreign states on this 
subject. 

Mr. Bayley, in a Minute of the 28th November,* expressed his opinion that the right 
of 'search and stoppage exercised by the political agent in Odeypore, was justified by 
the Fourth Article of the Opiuni Treaty ; that the Princes in Malwa are liberally remu- 
nerated for their concurrence in our views ;*and that the interests of tlio Ryots are not 
materially involved in the question. In deference, however, to Sir C. Metcalfe's decided 
opinion of the ruinous effect of our restrictive measures, Mr. Bayley coincided in Sir 
C. Metcalfe’s proposition, that a full and faithful inquiry be instituted on the subject, 
provided the conduct of such inquiry be entrusted to a competent and unprejudiced 
individual. 

In the Minute of the Governor- General of the 1st December 1827, t his Lordship 
expressed his disinclination to abandon our present restrictive system in Malwa, but at 
the same time considers it expedient that the proposed augmentation to Captain Cobbe’s 
establishment be deferred until the iiupiiry proposed by Sir C. Metcalfe, and approved 
by Mr. Bayley, be concluded. In a subsequent Minute,]; Sir C. Metcalfe again urged 
his sentiments with regard to the pernicious effects of our Opium monopoly. Ho further 
observed, that from the new state of things which has arisen in Meywar, vis, the em- 
ployment of bands of mountaineers in the forcible transport of Opium, it appeared 
that any restrictive measures on our part must be unavailing ; and that, in his opinion, 
the Odeypore Uana is a sovereign Prince, the independence of whose internal rule we 
are bound to protect, even should the pecuniary sacrifice be as heavy as has been 
apprehended. 

With reference to a Despatch of 27th January 1828, from the acting agent in Harowtee,§ 
Sir C. Metcalfe again brought the subject of our Malwa monopoly to the notice of 
Government, in a Minute recorded as per margin. || From this Despatch, it appeared 
that an affray had taken place in Boondee, between the Opium smugglers and the Raja's 
troops, when a relation of the Raja was killed. Sir C. Metcalfe implored tlie Govern- 
ment to revise the present system, which is so destructive of human life, and thus check 
the feeling of discontent and dissatisfaction which exists in consequence of our Opium 
restrictions. 

(Signed) G. T. Lushinoton. 


Part II. 

In consequence of the foregoing discussions, it was determined at the commencement 
of Mr. Bayley's administration, to institute a full and faithful inquiry into the effects 
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produced by our arrangemonts for restricting the growth and suppressing the free ex* 
portation of Malwa Opium^ on the interests and feelings of the princes and people of 
all states affected by their ^opera|iQ% Circular instructions were accordingly addressed 
to all Political Officers lAnployira in the Malwa and Rajpootana field, on the 21st 
March 1828,* indicating the principal heads of iiiquiry, and calling upon each to state 
candidly and unreservedly the result of his observations and reflections on the whole 
question. The Bombay Government was, likewise, requested^ to furnish a communi- 
cation of its sentiments. 

Mr. Wellesley, the President at Indore, has as yet sent no direct reply. The call 
was repeated on the 27th June. ^ 11c stated in answer as folio W8:$. 1 consider my 

replying to your Opium circular of the 2l8t March last, would only be subjecting myself 
ipd Government to a supererogatory trouble, after having already in my Despatch to you 
of the 16th March 1827, afforded replies conjointly witli Mr. S. Swinton, the late Opium 
agent, to the queries of a similar tenor before addressed to me, and having expressed 
my sentiments on the subject on various otlier occasions of a specific and practical nature, 

as they arise in the progress of the concern.** I felt too sensible, tliat to 

enter into disquisitions on points of dubious and speculative nature, besides taking up 
time which 1 could ill spare for such an undertaking, would be only affording matter for 
continued debate and controversy ; tending to keep up hesitation and indecision regardii^ 
the arrangements, to the prejudice of the Company's interests, and would be better, 
therefore, avoided by me.*’ This letter iiaving been submitted to Government, Mr. 
\Vellesley was infonned, on the 22d August, || that the Governor- General in Council 
considered it to be his duty to furnish distinct and specific answers to the several heads 
of inquiry stated in the circular letter of the 21st March last, and desired accordingly 
that ho would prepare and forward a reply thereto with tlie least further delay 
practicable. 

The following is the substance of the answers n*ceived. f 

Sir E. Colebrookc concurs entirely in the opinions expressed by his predecessor, Sir 
C. Metcalfe, on the Malwa Opium question. He combats in detail the statements and 
arguments, of the Opium agent, Mr. S. Swinton, concurred in by the resident at Indore, 
in defence of the present system, which have already been noticed above. Sir E. Cole- 
brooke doubts whether the acquiescence of the native Prioces in our Opium treaties could 
in any instance be teivned, properly speaking, voluntary, and considers that the right of 
search for what is called Contraband Opium is, in all probability, made an instrument 
of extortion and oppression. Admitting the export trade of Malwa Opium in any extent 
to be modern, and the result of our own measures for the pacification of Central India> 
Sir E. Colebrooke questions our right to deprive the native Princes of the benefit of the 
improved condition of thit\gs effect by ourselves. The price paid by us for the Opium 
delivered under treaty is not, in his opinion, a remunerating one, and our measures to 
reduce the cultivation of the poppy could only he carried into effect by a local inquisi- 
tion 


• PoKtiral ConsulUtioni, March SI, 18S8. No. 70. t DittOf March 81, 1888. No. 80. 
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tion of the most vexatious and oppressive nature. Sir E. Colebrooke w farther of opi- 
nion that our Opium arrangements must have excited discontent and suffering among the 
states and people of Central India, though ho ^l^nnot si^k from his own personal 
knowledge. They are also incomplete, as no treaties caii^o effected with Jycporc, 
Joudpore, and Kishengurh, or with Sindia’s Grovcniment ; and it is impossible to prevent 
the exportation of the drug in large quantities through the Bhool tracts of Odeypore and 
Kotah. All our precautions being thus insufficient to block up the passage even through 
Oudeporo and Boondee, where our restrictive engagements have been accepted, and a new 
outlet having been found through Kishengurh and Marwar, where no restrictions exist, a 
question arises, whether the half measures which we are able to enforce, are worth main- 
taining at the risk of the dissatisfaction to which they give birth. Even if we could bo 
satisfied that the agricultural classes have nothing to complain of in regard to the arbi- 
trary price affixed upon the produce of their labour, and the restrictions imposed on it, 
and that the rulers are even benefited by our arrangements, still the dissatisfaction of 
the mercantile interest, or what is called their clamor, in other words, their despair, at 
the prospect of losing the profits on the trade of Opium, the chief natural export of the 
country, must be deemed entitled to some attention. Sir E. Colebrooke concludes by 
suggesting that it might bo more practicable and effectual to control the export of Mahva 
Opium by sea, by acquiring the port of Demaun, than any attempt can be to limit the 
cultivation and intercept the transit of the drug through the whole extent of Central 
India. 

Mr. Clerk* states, that Jyepore is no producer, and consequently no exporter of 
Opium. Neither is it a consumer of the drug to any great extent. The only effect felt 
in that territory from our restrictive measures, was in the first instance a rise of price iii 
the drug required for internal consumption, which w^as subsequently obviated by the 
abundant contraband importation of the Mcciiahs. Mr. Clerk notices that the Court of 
Jyepore exult and triumph in being exempt from the Opium engagements which are con- 
sidered to have been enforced on neighbouring states in violation ^ their independence. 

Mr. Cavendish t observes, that none of the states under his official cognizance, have 
entered into Opium engagements. The rulers of Joudpore and Jesselmere, complain of 
the scarcity and dearness of Opium, the latter of the falling off of his transit duty. The 
Kishengurh Rajah is well pleased with the arrangements, as his country has become a 
grand emporium for the drug. Mr. Cavendish also gives some details regarding the 
extensive exportation of contraband Opium from Malwa, by the Mciiahs of Oudeypore, 
Kotah and Bundu, which is either sold for money at Kishengurh, or there exchanged for 
goods ; the Rajah of that petty principality having formerly declined to enter into a treaty 
with ui. 

The territory of Sirowey{ is in no way affected by our Opium engagements, Captaju 
Spiers states, however, that some of the mercantile classes who had recently returned 
from Malwa to their ancient homes in Sirowey, in talking of those arrangements, quosiitm 
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«>F M ONOP( )f.iE8. their justice, and describe them as cramping all speculation in trade^ and as being likely 
to ruin the commerce of Malwa. 

l\fa jor Caulfield * is deeply impremd with dissatisfaction engendered by the system 
under rliscussion, which is id^opular with every individual, however high or low he may 
stand in society. The forced reduction of the cultivation of the poppy must injure the 
Ryots of Malwa, as they find difficulty in substituting any other article yielding an equal 
profit. Opium being the staple commodity of the Kotah country in particular, the sup- 
pression of the exportation must be attended with very alarming deterioration of the 
ro\enue of the Prince, and with serious loss of profit to the merchants. The ruler of 
Kotah may be considered, perhaps, as receiving from the British Government a fair 
indemnification personally, and as a sovereign for the loss inflicted by the 'Preaty, though 
not for what he might gain, if like the celebrated regent Zalim Singh, he entered largely 
into commercial transactions ; but in a political light he must be a great suflerer, as the 
present Raj Raiia has incurred much odium among his subjects, by concurring in our 
views. The manner in which the search for smuggled Opium is conducted at Kotah, is 
considered by Major Caulfield to be highly offensive anil oppressive to the people ; and 
the frequent remonstrances which, to ensure the due enforcement of the whole system, 
our agents are obliged to address to the native governments, cannot bo otherwise than 
painful and ilistressing to them. The treaties were entered into by the native Princes, on 
a principle of deference to the supreme power of the British Government. They con- 
siiler them injurious and humiliating, and would gladly bo released from them, provided 
they are nut ex[)Osed to the consequences of other and worse measures adopted in their 
stead. Major Caulfield does not think that any modification of our Treaties, which he 
states to be as liberal as they well can be, would render them palatable to, or consistent 
with the interests of the states in which the poppy is cultivated. He doubts whether 
any great actual reduction of the poppy cultivation has been as yet effected under the 
system introduced in 1825, and believes that a very considerable quantity of the drug 
finds its way from Malwa and Rajpootana to Demauii, spite of all our restrictions, it 
being transported both in small quantities by separate individuals, and by large armed 
bands of Meeiiahs, who set the constituted authorities at defiance. 

Lieutenant Hislop enters into a highly able and comprehensive discussion of the 
wliole question, under six different heads. The results and conclusions at which* he 
arrives arc in substance as follow : 

Bet^jjreen 1819 and 1825, the price of Opium varied from 21 J to rupees the seer ; in 
1825, they fluctuated between 8 and 10 rupees the seer. In 1825-6, when our restrictive 
system was introduced, the price suddenly fell to about rupees 4^ the seer, in the Kotah 
territory, whilst in the neighbouring dominions of Sciiidia, it retained its former rate. The 
difference has gradually been lessening, but still amounts, in the average, to nearly one 
rupee in the seer. Lieutenant RBslop doubts, whether any thing can be found in the 
history of Sahoukaree rapacity, of which so much has been said, to equal the injury in- 
flicted on the cultivation of the soil by this arbitrary and enormous curtailment of its 
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nptural profits. Lieutenant Hislop is also of opinion^ that the price paid to the cultivator 
under the present system (rupees 23 the punsuree) is insuificient to enable him to meet 
the coiitiiigeucies of seasons, and that he is still further injured by that^article of the Treaty, 
which provides for the forcible reduction of the dipium ct^ture to the extent of one- 
fourth, as the general state of the market for agricultural produce is not such as to 
afford him any other more profitable mode of employing his labour and stock. 

The injurious effects of our measures on the interests of the mercantile body, cannot 
be questioned. The consequences of a change from a state of constant war and internal 
disturbance, to one of peace and tranquillity, are said to have been an excessive produc- 
tion, and a gbit of all commodities. The increasing demand for Maivva Opium, subse- 
quent to 1819, had brightened the hopes of the merchants of Central India, but when 
that profitable source of trafilic was closed against them by our interference, their ruin as 
a body became complete. 

Lieutenant Hislop then proceeds to show that the Raj Rana, If his own statements are 
accepted, incurs an additional annual expenditure of Rs. 32,801, in consequence of his 
Opium engagements with the British Government, or, taking the view of the subject most 
favourable to ourselves, his utmost gains cannot be said to exceed Rs. 15,3o4. This 
pittance must form a poor compensation, indeed, for the sacrifice of feeling, both per- 
sonal and political, which our arrangements occasion to the ruler of Kotah. Strong 
instances arc adduced by Lieutenant Hislop, to show how degrading our system of 
searching for and seizing contraband Opium necessarily is to the Prince, and insulting and 
oppressive to the mass of the community, in its practical operation, although every dis- 
position may exist on the part of the agent to exorcise his interference in a spirit of mild- 
ness and forbearance. 

Lieutenant Hislop denies that the states of Boondee and Kotah voluntarily entered 
into the Opium Treaties with us ; and proves, by a reference to the Public Records, that 
throughout the discussions they manifested the utmost aversion to those engagements ; 
that the Boondee authorities submitted to them only when the question was reduced to a 
choice between the friendship or enmity of the British Government ; and that the Raj 
Rana, w'ith the strongest impression of their injurious effects, had always declared that he 
agreed to them solely in deference to our will and pleasure. 

The acting agent thinks that it is impossible to effect reduction to the extent desired, 
in the cultivation of Malwa Opium, without exercising a direct scrutiny and interference 
which the Treaty does not give us, and against wliich the Raj Rana would certainly 
remonstrate in the strongest manner. Details arc submitted at length regarding the 
extent to which the unlicensed traffic in Opium is carried on by the N.W. route through 
the Oudoypore and Boondee countries, and the serious character of daring violence and 
enterprize which it has latterly assumed. The great and prominent defect in our mea- 
sures is that they do not include much more tlian one-half of tlie territory in which the 
poppy is grown, the whole of Scindia*s extensive possessions inMalwa being exempt from 
their operation. Such are the nature of the intervening countries, the adventurous 
daring and turbulent character of some classes of their inhabitants, and the high rewards 
given by the Sahookars, that, with every exertion of the native governments, who receive 
pecuniary compensation from us, it is impossible to stop the exportation. The troops 
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ot the Boon(^| '«tate have already suffered severely in their conflicts with large armed 
bands of smugglers ; yet it is calculated that, during the last year, not less than ten or 
cloven thousand ma||^ vfW. carrietymt of Malwa through the Boondee and Oudeypoor 
territories, wliUst the quadtf^ seuseujl^ coufiscated du) pot exceed 600 maunds* 

Deeply convinced that mjustand due maintenance our supremacy in Central India 
is incompatible, as well in principle as in practice, w|thour monopoly of Malwa Opium, 
^ieutenant Hislop thinks that the wisest and most politic course would be to absolve 
such states as may desire it from their engagements, even though the utter min of the 
Bengal monopoly should be the consequence. At the same time that this option is 
allowed, he conceives that a modification of the existing system might be offered for 
their free and willing concurrence, having for its leading objects to make the Malwa mono* 
poly utmost extent beneficial to the states and people who are affected by it, and, 

at thewEito time, to maintain the value of the Company’s Bengal monopoly. The first 
step for the accomplishment of the former object, and which at the same time would not 
be inconsistent with the latter, is to divide more fairly and equitably than at present, the 
profit drawn by theBritidi Goveniment from die sale of the Malwa Opium. Thus upon 
the quantity furnished by the Kotah government annually, that state receives only 
1,62,000, whilst we take the liou’s share of 5,86,920. Tiie acting agent concludes, how- 
ever, by observing that, on the whole, he feared it is not possible to strike out any modi- 
fication of the existing system, by which we can secure our object of limiting the supply of 
Malwa Opium, and at the same time sufficiently conciliate the several interests affected 
by our arrangements. The cultivator wants unrestricted cultivation, the merchant perfect 
froedom of trade, and the ruler what will satisfy these two most important classes of bis 
subjects, and preserve the independent authority and dignity of his government. In 
ihet'^with evora^pm of these wants, the due enforcement of our restrictive system is 


quitrmcompatnps. . . , , , i i i 

Major Sutherland* commences with referring to a Letter which he had addressed to 

th0 resident whilst acting as political agent in Oudeypore, at the end of 1826, repeating 
on the complaints which had reached him from several of the inhabitants of the provinces, 
on the sutnject of our Malwa Opium arrangements. He thinks that the interests of the 
culdVatorS^Ure less hijuriously affected by our arrangements than those of either the 
merchants or the ruler||^f the states to which they extend, under the supposition th^ a 
* remunerating price is and that no measurflk' have been taken for directly limiting 
the qmntity of the poppy cultivation in the province. On the other hand, there can be 
tkod^t btitfthat the interest of the bankers and merchants of Central India have be«i 
most injuriously affected by our measures, and they loudly complain of them- Opium is 
now c<Ai8ldered the great staple commodity of these countries, and our treaties, which 
bind their rulers to give up.-to excess of quantity required 

fer home consumption, are awfllf destructive 0t all foreign trade with other r^ons of 
India, and with those beyond the lodas. Major Sutherland considers the insolent and 

oveibeanng 
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overbearingr conduct of the spies and menials employed under the political ai^ent in 
Moywar, in enforcing the restrictive system, to be one of its woi*st evils, and mentions an 
instance which had come under his own observation^ of the excesses they are in the habit 
of committing. Neither persons nor property can pass throo^ Mcy war without under- 
going a degrading and vexatious search, if such be their pleasure. 'Diat such a system is 
injurious to the honour and independence of the state in-which it is carried on cannot be 
doubted. Even the Maharana of Oudeypore appeared to feel it as such, although caring 
little for the interests of his people, so long as he derived a profit fnmi the compensation 
granted to him in lieu of transit duties formerly levieil on the drug. The miiiister'.s 
statement left in Major Sutherland's mind the impression that the treaty with the 
Oudeypore goveniment had not been iiegociated on terms of equality, but that the 
Haiia’s assent being required by the political agent, it was given. Ma jor Sutherland fur- 
ther thinks that all our Opium treaties in Rajpootana have been submitted to from defe- 
rence to the will of a superior power, and never cordially and voluntarily adopted. Those 
states which have kept clear of them have obtained credit in the general estimation. 
Another evil of no small magnitude is the difficulty which those to whom Opium is a 
neeo.ssary of life experience in procuring the drug, and the high price at which it is pro- 
cured under the existing system. Although the search for contraband Opium has been 
carried to a greater extent in Oudeypore than elsewhere, yet in all quarters the inquisi- 
torial powers with which our servants are necessarily vested, must be alike offensive to the 
rulers and vexatious and oppressive to the people, and consequently odious and unpo- 
pular. Notwithstanding the harassing measures pursued to check it, a considerable 
quantity of Opium is smuggled into countries beyond our reach, even through the Oudey- 
pore territory. In line, considering it quite impossible to reconcile our interests in the 
({uestion with those of the other parties concerned, Major Sutherland's opinions are 
cMitirely adverse to the maintenance of the existing attempts at control and prevention. 

Captain C>obbe,* who arranged our Opium Treaty with the Maharana of Oudeypore. is 
of opinion that the cultivators in that territory have been very slightly affecteil by our 
restrictive measures in any way, certainly not unfavourably. The high tax levied in 
Meywar on the lands appropriated to the poppy, and the low comparative estimation in 
which the drug produced there is held by the Rajpoots, are probably the causes, he 
observes, why the cultivation has always been very limited, and has never, in fact, nearly 
equalled the local consumption 

In considering the effects of the restrictions on the mercantile classes and genera] trade 
of the Rana's territories, Captain Cobbe enters into some detail. As far as the direct 
trade is only concerned, ho maintains that they have not been disadvanlageous ; but it is 
obvious, he adds, that the transit trade must suffer materially, '' except a barterable 
sTibstitute for the drug can be found.” Hi does not think that it would be difficult to 
provide such a substitute, and is of opinion that practically the restrictive sy.stem has 
(confining his observations to Meywar) occasioned little or lio los.s t(» the cultivating or 
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mercantile classes, and that with a little attention on the part of the Kana's government, 
it may in n few years be rendered advantageous to his country. 

Captain Cobbe asserts, tliat to tiie Maharana personally our arrangements are certainly 
fa\ curable, and that the treaty with him was entirely voluntary on his part, and approved 
by his son and principal officers after full and free discussion. The only object of inte- 
rest to that prince and his advisers seemed to be to secure the largest possible amount of 
bonus or remuneration. Since the conclusion of the treaty, the enormous sums derived 
from the confiscations have unquestionably rendered it a very profitable engagement both 
to the Maharaiia and to many of the chiefs and other inhabitants, who have been suc- 
cessful in intercepting the illicit convoys, and consequently, so far from wishing to cancel 
the present agreement, both the sovereign of Odeypore and his chiefs would regard the 
abolition as a very severe misfortune, and anxiously deprecate it. 

The route through Meywar is so direct, short, and in every way convenient, that Cap- 
tain Cobbe conceives a constant and vigilant attention on the part of the British officer 
resident at that court will be absolutely necessary for some years to come ; but he is 
sure that the late ruler did not, and firmly believes that the ruling prince docs not, con- 
sider the mode in which that vigilance is exercised as incompatible with or encroaching 
on his sovereign rights. Such indeed is the want of confidence which they feel in their 
own kamdars and public officers, that nothing would induce the Odeypore government to 
take into its own hands the charge of managing the system of preventive measures. 
Captain Cobbe also denies that the mode of conducting the system of search and seizure 
is \exatious to any except those concerned in the illicit traffic. In support of this view 
he goes into some explanatory details. 

Finally, Captain Cobbe declares his conviction that but a very small quantity of 
Opium has passed through Meywar, and the very heavy seizures made and daily making 
in that territory, combined with Uie enhanced price of Opium at Polee, would seem to 
show that the measures in force under his supcrintendance have been completely oifectiial. 

Major Fielding^ Confines his answer to some general observations on the reluctance 
indirectly manifested by the Durbar of Gwalior to enter into our Opium engagements, 
and a recommendation that we should not press the proposed Treaty on the Scindia 
state. 

Captain Borthwickt thinks that our Opium Treaties in Malwa have produced a certain 
degree of dissatisfaction, chiefly on account of their having been only partially introduced 
into that region. The merchants, he observes, are doubtless discontented at being 
excluded from all participation in the high profits yielded by the external trade in the 
Opium ; but even to them the arrangement has not been without benefit. It has entirely 
pul down that system of excessive and inordinate speculation which prevailed among 
the Sahookars, to the irretrievable ruin of mi&y, a system which had begun to pervade 
all their dealings, and was the &use of frequent and urgent appeals to the local poli- 
tical authorities from different authorities for their interfence to stop it. It was not until 
the iuLioduction of the Opium agent tliat the gambling system of the Malwa Sahookars, 

which 
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which had been the ruin of thousands^ was put down. If our arrangements were extended 
to Sciiidia’s districts^ and the stipulation enjoining reduction of poppy cultivation modi- 
fied^ Captain Borthwick conceives that all dissatisfaction on the part both of the rulers 
and the cultivating class would cease, and their engagement with us would be received 
by them as one conferring secure and substantial benefit. The rulers in (he Mahedjxn-e 
circle, as it is, admit that the prices which they receive for their Opium, including the 
bonus and profits, is highly liberal, and dwell with satisfaction on the security and regu- 
larity of payment with regard to the cultivators; they never before received so high a 
price for their produce as they do now', excepting for a short period iuimodiately pre- 
ceding the introduction of the present system, duripg which Opium was raised by exces- 
sive spex;ulatioii to an unparalleled value. 

Captain Borthwick declares, that he had not found it necessary, for the due enforce- 
ment of the stipulations of the treaties, to deviate in the slightest degree from the general 
principles by which the exercise of our political superintendence in Malwa lias been regu- 
lated, or to exercise any minute scrutiny or rigid control, at variance with the sovereign 
rights of the native states. 1'he system of prevention he considers <o have been effectiial 
ill his circle, and not a single attempt has occurred in that quarter to force 0])iiim out of 
the province by armed parties. I'he preventive system, no doubt, has its attiMidant evils 
in the encouragement which it gives to informers, but these attect chiefly the smugglers 
and others who act in collusion with tlieni. The reduction of cultivation has been trifling, 
and ought not, he thinks, to be insisted on. 

Captain Borthwick states, that no means in the remotest degree compulsory, were 
resorted to by him to obtain the concurrence of the chiefs under his authority iu our 
treaties. After fully explaining the strict prohibitory regulations that, were iu force 
against the transportation of Opium through our own territories, and the means we 
would endeavour to obtain* to prevent its passage through those of our allies on the 
confines of the province, and adding such reflections on the ultimate consequences of the 
extravagant speculations in Opium, which prevailed at the time as those proceedings 
suggested, he left each and all the states and authorities concerned, to accept or decline 
them as they might think fit ; clearly and distinctly giving them to understand, that it 
was optional with them to do so or not. 

The opinions of this oflicort coincide in substance with the foregoing statements and 
sentiments of Captain Borthwick. He does not consider the existing system to be 
oppressive, injurious or productive of general dissatisfaction ; nor does he admit it to 
liave failed in its operation. It occasions loss, however, ho acknowledges, to the w'ealthier 
class of merchants, who are thereby excluded from a profitable branch of trade. He 
recommends tlio extension of the system to Scindia’s districts, and is of opinion, that 
the native chiefs and princes within his circle are not desirous of receding from their 
engagements. Captain Pringle adds, that when any natives have insinuated in his 
presence aught against the justice of our Opium measures, he has requested them to 
consider for a moment the great expenditure of the British (iovernment in Malwa, 
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incurred entirely in maintaining the public peace, a matter in which their interests are 
principally concerned, compared with the insignificant amount of its receipts ; and also 
the ^reat benefits which have accrued to the different chiefs, by being relieved from the 
maintenance of the bands of foreign mercenaries whom they were obliged to support 
formerly, to secure their very existence, and who not only devoured the substance of 
their masters, but preyed also on the vitals of their subjects. 

Only one state in this division is under Opium engagements, that of Peertaubghur. 
Lieutenant Pasley* does not think that the agreement is looked upon favourably there, 
or that it is conducive to the prosperity of the Raj ; but does not consider its stipula- 
tions as degrading to the Prince, the mode of conducting the search for smuggled 
Opium as vexatious to the people; He is of opinion, that until Scindia enters into 
engagements similar to those which have been concluded with the oilier states of Malwa, 
no great advantage will ensue to the British Government from the maintenance of the 
present system. , 

The districts in which this (»fficerf is employed are either Rritisli territory, or held by 
us under a permanent lease ; and his answers do not throw any light on the general 
question. 

Captain AlvesJ states, that in 1824, whilst employed under the orders of the resident 
at Indore, he concluded treaties ?or the restriction (.f cultivation, and for the future 
yearly supply of Opium, with the chiefs of the petty principalities of Dhae, Dewas and 
Amjhera. Those chiefs evinced a perfect willingness to enter into the proposed arrange- 
ments, more perhaps from a sense of the obligations they owe to the British Govern- 
ment, than from any particular wish for such engagements. In carrying their provisions 
into effect. Captain Alves had no occasion to adopt any measure which would involve 
the smallest sacrifice of the existing good feeling on the part both of the chiefs and their 
ministers towards our supremacy. He thinks that no material decrease of poppy culti- 
vation has as yet taken place in Malwa consequent upon tlie new system ; and that until 
some permanent arrangement is entered into with Scindia, no extent of internal inter- 
ference and vigilance will ensure the prevention of illicit exportation. 

The States under the Bhopal agency, who both furnish Opium and are bound to aid 
in preventing its exportation, are Bhopal itself, Kajgurth, Nursinghur and Kilcheepore. 
Captain Alves adverts to the measures pursued when wo first appeared in the Malwa field 
as Opium purchasers, and states his belief that a want of system in the commencement of 
our oj^erations did irremediable injury to the Company’s interests, excited strong feelings 
against all our subsequent measures, and deprived us of that co-operative aid, which, 
under better management, we might have been able to secure from the people of the 
country. He considers tliat the evils which our system is believed to have created, extend 
chiefly to the Sahookars, by diminishing thellr transactions and rendering their profits 
small and uncertain. Some loss must be occasioned both to the Chiefs and Ryots, if a 
reduction of the cultivation should take place, which has not hitherto been the case ; 


♦ Lieut. Paeley, Acting Agent In Smigor and Kauntal, May 12^ 1828. 
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and it seems doubtful whether in the larger states any direct measures for suppressing the 
growth of the poppy would be attended with success. If Opium engagements were 
made with the Gwalior Durbar, we should be enabled gradually to withdraw from that 
system of internal scrutiny, and the frequent employment of spies and emi.ssarics, which 
undoubtedly constitute the most offensive part of our arrangements, and limit the use of 
the right of search to special occasions only, where universal and excessive smuggling 
might be discovered. Until Siiidia’s territories are included in our plan, a most exten- 
sive system of smuggling will continue to prevail, spite of all our precautions. The 
continuance, for any long time, of the present state of things, arising out of the system 
now in force for the protection of our Opium mo^lfSipoly, must, he conceives, bo viewed 
by Government as full of objections ; our objects are but iudilferciitly attained by a 
perseverance in it; whilst it may be jiresumed to keep alive a feeling of irritation and 
anxiety in the minds of the chiefs, in whoso territories our emissaries are secretly em- 
ployed, and of the Sahookars, whose uncertain success in smuggling must keep their 
finances in a state of constant fluctuation. 

Captain Alves hesitates to recommend any essential change in the present system, 
because he believes that much has been already effected to prevent the Opium reaching the 
coast in large quantities, and because our retiring from interference at this late period 
would not gain for the Government a just appreciation of the motives which dictated so 
beneficent and conciliatory a measure. He suggests, however, the gradual withdrawal 
from that internal scrutiny and vigilance, which places in the hands of low emissaries a 
power they must often abuse, and repeats his conviction that this might be done with 
safety, if Scindia’s districts w'ere brought within the sphere of our operations. 

Captain Johnston,* the assistant, in a mrmoramlum which accompanies, declares that 
the treaties concluded with the above states w^ere entered into with the free will of all 
the parties, though perhaps they would be better satisfied to ho without tlieni. It is 
allow*cd by all that the treaties arc injurious to the Sahookars. The situation of the 
cultivators is less effected by them, but they also arc thought to suffer. The state of 
Bhopal has always made objections to restricting its cultivation within fixed limits. The 
plan of keeping establishments within the territories of other slates for the seizure of 
smuggled Opium is necessarily offensive, and the misconduct of persons placed in situa- 
tions of temptation, such as this is, cannot wholly be prevented ; but these restraints 
cannot bo dispensed with, and there is no saying to what extent smuggling might be cur- 
ried if we neglectbd all precautions of the kind. 

Mr. Maddockt observes, diat Eastern Malwa is only the belt or termination of the Poppy 
District. The quantity of Opium which it produces is a very insignificant portion of the 
whole produce of Malwa ; and this tract is only of importance to the general system, as 
it forms the eastern boundary of the Opium country, along whicli it is thought necessary 
to adopt prohibitory measures against the transit of the drug. 

The effect of our Opium Treaties in Eastern Malwa cannot, Mr. Maddock thinks, be 
injurious to the Ryots in general, for he does nut see how they arc likely to diminish (he 

profits 


ADMINISTRATION 
OF MONOroilKv. 

Opium. 


• Captain Jolmatoii, fermeriy Aseistanc at Sefaorr, and Acting Agent, 
t Mr. Maddock* Agent to the Governor General, S. and W. Territories, May 11, 162B. 



administration 

OF MONorOUIfiS. 
Opium, 


946 FOURTH AIT^ENDIX *ro trb THIRD REPORT ot Tte 

profits they derive from the cultivation of the poppy, the high or low price of which little 
affects them, further than leading to more or less land being employed in that species of 
cultivation. This opinion is founded on the belief that the Government demand always 
increases according to the profits of the Ryot, and the reward of his labour will not 
long remain greater in one kind of employment than another. But the poppy cultivation 
is advantageous to a village, as it gives employment to a number of its inhabitants at a 
season of the year when there are no other crops to attend to ; and if a large portion of 
the poppy fields has been thrown out of cultivation by the stipulations which chieftains 
have entered into to that effect, the agricultural population must have lost employment 
and suffered accordingly. Mr. Maddep^is not aware whether the cultivation has actually 
been diminished under the Bhopal agency, as the chieftains in that circle have not been 
called upon to diminish it. He conceives, indeed, that it would be regarded as a very 
arbitrary and tyrannical act on the part of any of the rulers in Malwa to compel their 
Ryots to diminish the extent of their Opium fields, and that any vigorous attempts to 
curtail the cultivation and limit it to a fixed amount would be productive of general 
oppression and individual injury, and bring a load of odium on the British Government. 
Such being the case, it has always struck Mr. Maddock with surprise, that the object of 
restricting the cultivation of Opium was made a matter of direct stipulation, and that we 
did not rather leave the extent of the poppy cultivation to be regulated by the same cause 
that increases or diminishes the production of any other article, viz. the demand for it 
in the surrounding markets. 

The great Snhookars of the country, the former purchasers and exporters of Opium, are 
perhaj)s tfie only class who have any good ground to complain of our measures; and it is 
no satisfaction to them to bo told in reply to their complaints, that their own speculations 
in Opium on an extensive scale are of recent origin. Admitting, however, that they have 
suffered loss, it does not follow that they have sustained injustice. In all governments, 
measures must occasionally he necessary for the public good, which cannot be enforced 
without injury to some particular class. No attempt to change the direction which the 
industry of a people has taken can be made without individual injury, though public 
benefit result from tlio change. In the present instance the security of an important 
branch of the public revenue is an object of more consideration than the profits of a few 
great merchants in Malwa. Our measures as above, however, must of course be 
unpopular, although injustice cannot fairly be charged to the British Government in their 
adoption. 

With regard to the effects of our Malwa Opium system on the native Princes, Mr. 
Maddock is of opinion that, in point of revenue and profit, they have no reason to 
complain. He inclines to think, indeed, that we have preserved to them an extra- 
ordinary revenue, which, without our interference, they could not long have retained. 
Unrestricted cultivation of the poppy would in a few years have reduced the rent of the 
puppy fields ; unrestricted exportation would have reduced the value of the drug ; and 
the prosperity of the country, as far as it depended on the stimulus given to trade and 
agriciilliirc by the opening of the roads from Malwa the sea-coast, would have suf- 
fered a serious reverse. From this the country has been preserved by the measures of the 
British Government, and the cultivation of the poppy, if less extensive, is more profitable 

now 
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now to the Princes of the country than it would have been if we had never interfered 
with it. It is to be recollected also that if the British Government had pursued a dif- 
ferent policy « as it miglit with perfect justice have done, and instead of entcriiigf into 
stipulations with the native states of Malwa for the purchase of the Opium destined 
for exportation, had contented itself with prohibiting the transport through places sub- 
ject to its own jurisdiction, and purchasing the right of exclusion in other places, the 
consequences would have been more injurious than any of which they can now explain. 
Mr. Maddock is fully sensible, however, tliat the scrutiny and interference which the 
present system involves, and the exercise of the right of search and seizure through the 
medium of the lowest of our servants, are objectionsdsle in principle, and must be olfen- 
sive and injurious to the independence of the native states. Mr. Maddock did not fore- 
see the necessity of keeping up establishments in the territories of the states subject to 
the Bliopal agency, to enforce the prohibition against the transit of Opium tiirough them, 
at the time the Treaties were first made : and if they are necessary, ho observes, it 
must be inferred tliat, however cordially the rulers of tlie states may have appeared to 
acquiesce in our plans, they are not really favourable to them. 

The agent denies that our influence was unduly or unfairly exercised to obtain the 
concurrence of the native states of Eastern Malwa in our Opium Treaties, or that their 
interests, feelings and wishes were neglected or wantonly sacrificed in the iiegoeiations. 
Ho thinks our objects in these Treaties have been so far attained that the cultivation is 
rather on tlio decrease than otherwise, and that the obstacles which have been placed in 
the way of exportation, have made it too diiHcult and precarious to be attempted to any 
considerable extent. 

The state of Bhopal has manifested an aversion to emr Treaties, arising from a pecu- 
liar source, not because they were deemed unjust, or because the terms of them were 
unfavourable, or the mode of enforcing them objectionable, but because their objects were 
mercantile. Adverting to this feeling on the part of a petty^ state like Bhopal, the ;igent 
takes occasion to remark, that the Britisli Government has, perhaps, lowered its cha- 
racter anti compromised its dignity unnecessarily, by entering direct into petty commer- 
cial contracts with the Princes of the country, when our object, perhaps, would liave 
been equally secured through the medium of inferior agency. 

Mr. Maddock adds, that the questions of justice and good faith apply, lie presumes, 
only to our dealings with those states in whose territories the Opium is produced. If the 
engagements they have entered into were not extorted from them, but were voluntarily 
contracted, are liberal on our part, and on the whole advantageous to them, he can see 
no injustice or bad faith in our proceedings. If Kotab, or any other inland state, wishes 
to be released from its Opium engagements, the point should of course be conceded ; but 
the Britisli Government would not, in that case, be bound to relax in its endeavours to 
prevent the transit of Opium through the surrounding and intervening states to the 
sea coast, and thus those who stand aloof from connectiou with us in the Opium mono- 
poly, would find themselves deprived of a beneficial market for their produce, and 
discover that the terms which wo J^ve granted are highly favourable to their interests. 
One of the real objections to our system, that of attempting to limit cultivation by direct 
interference, Mr. Maddock proposes to remedy by omitting the clause altogether in the 
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Treaty. The other objection, that of our internal interference in enforcing the seizure 
of contraband Opium, he fears cannot be overcome, unless the system is radically altered, 
or the native rulers take more interest in its success than they appear to do at present. 

Should the Government retire from the Malwa field as the great purchaser and mono- 
polizer of Opium, Mr. Maddock thinks it might still be practicable to preserve the 
Bengal monopoly by obtaining the power of regulating the duties on Opium, in transit 
to the coast, and in the districts which produce no Opium through which it has to pass ; 
and in that case we might impose such rates as would be a sufficient check to exports 
from Malwa, and amuhilato the export trade in that direction altogether. He thinks 
tlkit the duties in tliese districts might have been and might still be farmed to a British 
commercial agent ; a principle of procedure which would not be at variance with the practice 
of native Governments, or calculated to give offence. If the general principle of the 
present system is to be adhered to, Mr. Maddock suggests in conclusion, that two modi- 
fications should be adopted ; Ist, instead of the price now paid for a limited supply of 
Opium, iHZ, 30 rupees per punsuree, and 5 rupees bonus, altogether 35 ; the Govern- 
ment to receive any quantity of Opium of prescribed quality, that may be tendered at the 
price of 20 rupees per punsuree : 2d, instead of a bonus on the quantity of Opium sup- 
plied, and a share of the profits arising from its sale, the Company to pay a fixed sum 
per annum, equal to whatever is now paid above 2G rupees per punsuree, to the native 
Prince, in consideration of his strict performance of the duty of preventing exportation. 
The agent conceives that by these means the pop})y cultivation would most likely decrease 
for want of encouragement, and the sum to be paid to each native Prince would be so 
considerable, that if his co-operation is to be obtained by making it his interest toco-operate, 
his exertions might be expected to be greater than heretofore, and all that would be 
wanting to make the system as little objectionable as possible would at once be attained, 
if he took an interest in its success, and by his own exertions presented the necessity of 
our employing our own agents in his jurisdiction. 

No direct answer has as yet been received from the Bombay Government* to the Cir- 
cular Letter of the 21st March 1828, but on the 8th July, the Chief Secretary for 
warded a Minute by Mr. Warden, on the subject, and stated, that the replies of the resi- 
dents and political agents under that Presidency, would be forwarded as soon as received. 
On the 22d August,t the Supremo Government requested to be favoured with a commu- 
nication of the sentiments of the Governor in Council of Bombay, on the suggestions and 
propositions contained in Mr. Warden’s Minute, and this call was repeated on the 7th of 
Febniary last.]; 

In tlie mean time instructions have been issued on the date noted in the margin,} founded 
oil a Despatch received from the acting political agent at Kotah,|| directing that the 
British Agents abstain from all authoritative interference with, and from all control and 
scrutiny respecting the cultivation of Malwa Opium. 

There is now before Government a Despatch from the resident at Delhi, 9 enclosing one 
from the superintendent of Mairwarah, describing the attempts which are made to export 

^ Malwa 
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Malm Opium across that tract, and the effects of that employment in demoralizing the 
Nairs, and disorganizing the country. 

(Signed) A. Stirling, 

(True Copy.) Deputy Secretary to the Government. 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 


RESOLUTION of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council in the Poli- 
tical Department, under date the 19th June 1829. 

No. 49. 

Th£ Governor- General in Council, having taken deliberately into consideration the 
aseveral Despatches received in reply to the Circular Instructions dated 21st March 1828, 
nd subsequent correspondence, proceeds to record the following observations and resolu- 
tions on the subject of our Malwa Opium arrangements. 

Although some difference of opinion exists among the authorities employed in Malwa 
and Rajpootana, regarding the practical effects of the Opium Treaties upon the prosperity 
of the country at large, and the feelings with which they are viewed by the native 
Princes ; the general tenor of the evidence now before Government, leads irresistibly to 
the inference that evils of a very serious nature are inflicted by our monopoly system in 
Central India, on all who fall within the sphere of its operation. 

It has been found altogether impracticable to enforce that part of the original scheme, 
which contemplated a positive reduction of the quantity of the poppy cultivation ; and 
we have already therefore determined to abstain from any direct interference with the 
production of the article, and have instructed the local authorities accordingly. 

Nearly all our agents concur in representing that our measures for controlling the 
transit and exportation of Malwa Opium, are vexatious and oppressive to the people, 
unpalatable and oflensive to tlieir rulers ; whilst we have abundant proof of their imperfect 
efficacy in the continually increasing prevalence of smuggling, and the yearly augmenta- 
tion of the export of the drug from Diu and Demaun to the China market. The inter- 
vention of Scindia*8 scattered and extensive possessions, which it has been found impos- 
sible to include in the general arrangement, would alone defeat our hopes of preventing 
the escape of contraband Opium in considerable quantities from Central India. And 
furtlier, the temptations to smuggling are so powerful, the pursuit of the illicit traffic is 
so congenial to the tastes and habits of the wild tribes and dissolute adventurers who 
abound in Malwa, and the public sentiment is necessarily so hostile to our monopoly, that 
it may reasonably be doubted whether the native states, however well disposed to co- 
operate, and anxious to fulfil their engagements, are strong enough to carry the system 
into complete effect, either with or without the constant and minute interference of our 
local agents. In the mean time, there is reason to fear that the repeated and desperate 
efforts made to pass the Opium beyond the limits of our restrictions by large armed 
bands of smugglers, and their open systematic defiance of the local authorities whilst 
engaged in the enterprize, are operating to demoralize and disorganize the country, and 
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to revive the ferocious and turbulent habits of the Meenahs and other unemlised tribes^ 
in a degree which demands the most serious consideration. 

It is difficult to believe that a system of monopoly unavoidably fraught with so many 
evils^ and which, if successful, must destroy the internal trade of the country^ by de- 
priving it of the most valuable article of commerce, can really be palatable to the native 
rulers who have entered into Opium engagements with us, or indeed otherwise than 
extremely hurtful to their feelings and interests. We have ample and positive evidence, 
that the treaties are loudly complained of by the states of Boondee and Kotah, two of 
the most important members of tlie restrictive confederacy, who have repeatedly solicited 
to bo released from their obligations ; and whenever an option has been clearly and une- 
quivocally allowed, as in the case of our negociations with Jyepore, Kishen Gurh and 
Scindia*s Government, our proposals have been uniformly rejected. 

Impressed with this view of the subject, and being quite unable to devise any middle 
course of procedure which affords the promise of satisfactory results, his Lordship in 
Council cannot avoid the conclusion, that we are bound by paramount considerations of 
justice and good fbith, to withdraw altogether from interference with the growth and 
transit of Opium tliroughout Central India, confining our restrictions upon exportation to 
our own territories, and to Guzorat, Kattywar and Cutch, where the prohibition should 
still be maintained by the Bombay Government, as it appears from the communications 
of the Honourable the Governor in Council, that no injury and discontent are produced 
by our arrangements, which have been in force for many years in that quarter. 

His Lordship in Council resolves accordingly, that in tlie case of Odeypore, Boondee, 
and those states of Malwa and Rajpootana, where our Treaties provide merely for the 
prevention of the transit of Opium, they be relinquished immediately, under thaibrticle 
which leaves us at liberty to discontinue our Malwa Opium arrangements whenever we 
think proper ; and that every where our establishments be withdrawn from the interior, 
and the native chiefs relieved from these articles of their engagements, which prohibit 
independent exportation. 

It will be for consideration in the General Department, whether the provisions of the 
eusting Treaties relative to furnishing a supply of Malwa Opium, shall be kept up with 
any, and which of the Malwa states, supposing of course that they are willing to continue 
to deliver the article to us on the present terms, or any others that may be negociated, 
and generally what measures shall be taken under this resolution to provide for the 
Bombay sales, and extend the cultivation of the poppy in Behar, or elsewhere, within 
the Honourable Company's Territories. 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 
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LETTER in the Separate Department^ from the Governor- General in Council in Bengal, 
to the Court of Directors. — (Dated 3 August 1830.) 

Honourable Sirs; 

In the present Despatch, we propose to lay before your Honourable Court a succinct 
Statement of the measures we have taken, and propose to take, with respect to tlie 
revenue we have heretofore derived from Opium, the produce of Malwa. 

2. The Bombay Government will have duly reported the proceedings and resolutions 
adopted by them towards the commencement of the past year, and will have forwarded 
the Minutes of Mr. Warden and of the Honourable Governor Sir John Malcolm on the 
subject, the result of which was a reference to this Government made in the Political 
Department, urging that measures should be adopted to augment the supply of Malwa 
Opium provided for the Bombay sales, and for consumption within our own territory, or 
that of our allies on tliat side of India. 

3. On our proceedings noted in the margin * will be found an extract from the 
proceedings in the Political Department, dated 15lh May 1829, with a Resolution 
founded on the representations received from Bombay for augmenting the Opium pro- 
vision in Malwa. 

4. In forwarding this Resolution to the Opium agent, wo expressed our concurrence 
in the views of Sir J. Malcolm, so far as to think it desirable that the quantity provided 
fur Bombay should no longer be limited ; but on the contrary, we desired the agent to 
extend his purchases as fur as possible, consistently with the regulations as to price laid 
down ill the instructions of this Government, addressed to the Board of Customs, Salt 
and Opium, on the 3d September 1824. 

5. The demand in China we had noticed to be largely increasing, besides tliat 
the supply for local consumption was stated to be insufficient, we directed the agent's 
attention however to the neocssity of vigilantly inquiring whether, under the name of 
local consiunption, the article might not bo carried through indirect channels for 
exportation by sea. In this observation wo referred particularly to the large supplies 
required annually for Ahmedabad, which it will be seen we afterwards noticed more 
pointedly. 

6. Hie next paper to which we have to draw your attention is the Resolution adopted in 
the Political Department on the 19th June following, for abandoning the system of 
restriction on the export and transit of Opium in Malwa, which was the basis of the 
form on which we then drew revenue from the article, rwf. that of monopoly, or exclusive 
purchase for resale to exporters by sea. The grounds of this change of measures were 
in great measure political, and have been explained at length in that department. The 
resolution was transferred to the separate department, in which we now write, in order 
that it might be there determined what measures should be taken to maintain the revenue, 

or 
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or as much of it as was possible, under the new scheme of relations with the powers of 
Malwa, that would subsist after we had withdrawn from the engagement contracted 
for the prevention of the transit and exportation of the drug. The attempt to set 
restraints on the growth of the poppy had before been given up, under orders from this 
department ; but the Opium agent had been allowed to make his contracts and arrange- 
ments for the ensuing season, on the assumption of the old system’s continuance in other 
respects. 

7- In this state of things our Secretary laid before us a note pointing out the difficulties 
of the position into which the concern would bo brought by the sudden abandonment of 
the restrictive system. 

8. In a Letter, dated the 6th June, the agent had recently reported the arrangements 
he had made to obtain a full year’s provision, so as to allow a sale of 4,000 chests in 
Bombay, and meet the wants likewise of internal consumption. The sources of supply 
were, first. Treaty Opium furnished by states and chiefs at thirty rupees the punsuree, 
10,063 Surat maunds secondly, store of the preceding year in hand, about 2,000 
Surat maunds ; thirdly, by contracts with merchants, the agent had secured a provision 
of 4,550 Surat maunds, at nominal prices of thirty and twenty rupees the punsuree, but 
with the condition annexed of granting passes to Palee for twenty and fifty-five per cent* 
of the quantity delivered under the contracts. Of the above provision, 14,600 Surat 
maunds, equal to 4,000 chests of 140 pounds each, were for the Bombay sales, and the 
remainder to meet the consumption indents, amounting in the aggregate to 2,245 Surat 
mauiids.t 

9. We had to determine whether to prosecute measures to obtain the supply for 
Bombay under the altered state of things, and whether to continue to provide Opium for 
consumption in Ahmedabad and elsewhere, now that transit, and consequently purchase 
for the purpose would be free. But the question that most pressed was, what was to be 
done in respect to the contracts made with the condition of passes, and generally the 
footing on which the concern was to be carried on under the altered state of things pro- 
duced by the abandonment of the system of restriction and monopoly, 

10. Tile following is the substance of the instructions we addressed to the Opium 
agent on this important subject ; With respect, first, to the contracts made with the 
condition of passes, wc observed that there need be no change made in granting them, 
until the Sahookars ceased to require them, or complained that they were not productive 
of the advantage expected. In either of these cases it would, we conceived, be necessary 
to tender some equivalent compensation, if required, or any rate to allow the merchants 
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tbd option of being absolved from their contracts. Future purchases mu8t> of course^ be 
made without this embarrassii^ condition.*’ 

11. The former restrictions in respect to transit and export of the article having been 
taken off, we desired the agent not to consider himself any longer under obligation to 
furnish Opium for consumption to any state not within the limits still protected by 
restrictive arrai^meiits. Boondee^ Nemaum and Doongurpoor were in this predicament. 
Whether Ahmedabad was also expected^ must depend on the nature of the arrange- 
ments that might be made at Bombay for preventing the exit of Opium by sea« that is^ 
on the line which it might bo resolved to guard for this purpose. If Ahmedabad should 
fall within that line, so as not to be accessible to traffickers in the article, it would of 
course be necessary to provide, on requisition, a sufficiency of Opium for the internal 
consumption of the protected limit, but it was to be hoped that at any rate the quantity 
heretofore indented for on account of the consumption of Ahmedabad would admit uf 
decrease. 

12. The agent was instructed to correspond with the Government of Bombay on this 
as on all other questions connected with the provision and dispatch of the Opium (jf 
Malwa ; and we requested the Honourable the Governor in Council to make known to the 
agent his sentiments and intentions as to the future, consequent upon the resolution taken 
by the Governor- General in Council in the Political Department on the 19th June. 

13. A question has been put in the Agent’s Letter, dated the 30th June, regarding 
the expediency of granting passes for private Opium to be conveyed to Bombay, in 
lieu of compelling the merchants to take tlio western route for its exportation by 
Demaun. On this point we observed, that under the change of system resolved on, 
some plan of the description indicated in this suggestion would eventually, wo did not 
doubt, be found expedient. But no regulation for imposing a transit dvty to be paid for 
the advantage of the route could legally be enacted, we then conceived, without the 
delay of preparing and submitting the draft for approval in England. I'hero were, 
however, other fonns, in which we suggested that the Government might obtain an 
equivalent for the advantage of opening this route for the export of Opium the produce of 
Malwa, and under the resolution taken in respect to the local restrictions, we thouglit it 
highly expedient that recourse should bo had to some plan calculated to secure to the 
merchants and capitalists of Bombay as much of the commerce as possible. 

14. Two plans presented themselves to us, and we called for an early communiration 
of the agent's sentiments as to the expediency of adopting one or both, as well as gene- 
rally as to the course most proper to be followed for securing the reveiiuc now realized, 
from much loss under the change of measures resolved upon. 

15. The schemes which suggested themselves at that time were the following ; 

First.-^That the Malwa agent should, at the proper season, sell by public 

auction passes to Bombay, with assurance of free export for a certain quantity of 
Malwa Opium. The proceeds to be carried to the credit of the concern, and 
fair intimation lo bo given to bidders at the Bombay sales of the number of passes 
so granted, and the quantity of Opium covered by them. 

Secondly.— -That the agent should open to the Sahookars of Malwa the privilege 
of having Aeir Opium sold along with that provided by the agent at the Government 
sales of Bombay* on the condition that a certain portion of the purchase-money, 
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such as might be considered a fair equivalent for the advantage of the routc^ com- 
pared with the dangerous and circuitous one of the Desert^ to Demaun^ should be 
retained by Government. 

16. We noticed that both these schemes presupposed the ability of the Bombay 
Government to oppose effectual barriers to the transit of Opium through their territory 
to the sea coast. The price yielded hitherto by the article at Bombay, compared with 
that of the Malwa purchases, showed the disadvantages arising from the existing restric- 
tions to exceed considerably the cost price, that is, to be worth to the merchants more 
than half the Bombay value of the article, could they so purchase relief from them. 
Under the new system, the exemption would not, of course, bo worth quite so much, but 
the passes would bo thouglit still to have a very considerable value, and the plan of 
exposing them to the competition of bidders at a public sale promised to secure a nearer 
approximation than any other to the true equivalent advantage of the route, which was 
the only legitimate source of taxation and profit. 

17. Wo directed the agent, in stating his sentiments on these projects, to jncludo the 
consideration how far it would be neces.>.ary or proper to continue the annual provision of 
Malwa Opium by purchase on account of Government ; and whether it would be advan- 
tageous to confine this to the Opium obtained under treaties, so as to avoid the collision 
that must ensue were the agent to be selling passes with one hand, while he was purchas- 
ing Opium with the other. 

18. Major Stewart, the officiating Opium agent and resident at Indore, replied on tlie 
26th of September to the above instructions. He stated that he had found it necessary 
to compound with the Sahookars for the passes agreed to be given them for quantities 
proportionate to their deliveries, by an advance of the contract price ; and it had been 
settled that they should receive forty- five rupees instead of thirty rupees, or twenty 
rupees per punsuree, for what they might deliver. On these terms the entire supply from 
this source had been secured. 

19. He informed us that, of the Treaty Opium, there would be a deficiency of 1,500 
Surat maunds from the Holkar state, and fifty from Dhar, but the rest would be secured. 
Consequently, if relieved from the necessity of supplying the Abmedabad and other 
demands for local consumption, which might be supplied at the price of the day by other 
means, there would be no disappointment in the provision for the Bombay sales, notwith- 
standing the change of policy determined upon. Major Stewart, however, in this and a 
subsequent letter, dated 5t}i October, reported, that although deliveries of Opium under 
the treaties would be made in the parsing year, none could be reckoned upon in future ; 
for all the states, except two inconsiderable ones, had given notice of their wish to cancel 
the engagements they had entered into in regard to Opium altogether after the close of 
the season. 

20. Having this report of Major Stewart before us, we proceeded to determine on the 
course to be adopted for the management of the concern in the ^season; and we felt 
indebted to Major Stewart for much useful infoftnation and intelligent reaitoning to assist 
our deliberations on the subject Assuming that we should agree at once id folease the 
states and chiefs from all ezistmg engagements. Major Stewart bad stated that there 
were three forms in which the concern might be prosecuted ; and he discussed each with 

much 
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much judgment, giving the result of his inquiries and information on the various points 
bearing on them respectively. The plans submitted by him were the following : 

Ist. To nogociate new treaties for securing produce. 

2d. To abandon the field as purchasers^ and raise a revenue by granting pass- 
ports to Bombay ; and« 

3ds To enter the market as purchasers of tlie drug. 

21. To this last Major Stewart gave the preference, accompanying his arguments on 
the subject with estimates of the profit he reckoned to secure our purchases made at 
various prices, from forty-seven rupees the punsurce to sixty rupees, and upon the 
assumption of a fall of price at Bombay not exceeding one-fifth, or 1,320 rupees the 
chest. 

22. Our determination on this reference was conveyed in instructions to the following 
effect. 

23. Approving highly of the measures that had been adopted for commuting the pass 
arrangement to an advance of price, we atithorized the relinquishment of all existing 
engagements with native chiefs and powers at the close of the season; and on the three 
'schemes proposed for the future, remarked as follows : 

1st. The plan of opening fresh iiegociations with a view to new arrangements 
with the states of Malwa, on the principle of procuring Opium through the chiefs, 
and associating them with the measures of Government by participation in the 
profits obtained from the source, appeared to us open to most of the objections 
which had led to the abandonment of the restrictive system ; wo therefore dis- 
missed it as inexpedient. 

2d. The second plan, that of selling passes to Bombay by the direct route, 
had the advantage of obtaining for that mart the whole sea export of tlif article, 
which had hitherto been participated by the less favourable ports of Diu and 
Demaun. The plan, too, had simplicity, promptness of realization, and other 
manifest practical benefits to recommend it, while it would save considerable 
expense in establishments, and relieve Government from the inconvenient and 
objectionable position in which it was placed by the necessity of raising its revenue 
through a commercial monopoly. We were therefore inclined strongly in favour 
of tliis scheme. Relying, however, on the agent's opinion, that Mahaguns and 
Sahookars would not for some time appreciate properly the . value of the passes, 
and the importance of the privileges they would convey, wo yielded to the force 
of tho considerations which induced him at present to give a preference on tlio 
whole to the third of the plans stated, viz. that of continuing to make through 
the agent purchases of Malwa Opium for transmission to Bombay for sale. Major 
Stewart reckoned that the price to purchase would range from forty-seven rupees 
the punsuree to sixty rupees, and that 4,000 or even 6,000 chests might be pro- 
curable in the year on these terms for the supply of Uie sales ; also, that unless 
the fall of price exceecled. one-fifth, there would still bo a revenue, assumed at the 
lowest at 17 lacs upon the smaller quantity mentioned. The effect of tlie rise of 
price in Malwa upon production was not taken by tlte agent into account, nor tho 
consequence of the efforts still Doakieg on this si<i^ to increase the Opium provi- 
sion 
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sion of Behar and Benares. We informed the agent that the number of chests of 
Opium to be brought to sale at Calcutta in the approaching season was no less 
than 8,778 chests, exceeding by more than 1,000 chests the large provision of the 
preceding year, and thence we saw reason to apprehend that a fall of pice to the 
extent of one>fifth only was rather too favourable an estimate. 

3d. With respect to the point adverted to in the 20th paragraph of Major 
Stewart’s Report, viz. whether, continuing to purchase for sale for the public 
account, the Government should at the same time sanction the grant of a limited 
number of passes, for a consideration, direct to Bombay, for the purpose of 
securing that all the Opium of Malwa intended for China should bo exported by 
that route, we stated that wo had pvon to this subject the most attentive considera- 
tion, and the conclusion we had come to was, that it would be hazardous to the 
profit expected to be realized at the Government sales, and must interfere greatly 
with the agent’s power of making local purchases, if this route were to bo open^ 
to private speculators simultaneously with the prosecution of the attempt to raise 
a revenue by purchasing and selling on account of Government. 

24. Major Stewart, under our orders to consult the Bombay Government in his arrange-^ 
nients regarding the provision of Opium in Malwa, forwarded very properly to that* 
Government copy of the Reports addressed to us, upon which we came to the determi- 
nation above explained. 

25. The Honourable the Governor in Council, having Major Stewart’s Report before 
him, addressed to us on the 5th November last, a Report of his views as to the best 
way of carrying on the Malwa Opium concern, now that the restrictive system and the 
political arrangements for its enforcement were to be abandoned. The Governor in 
Council recommended the establishment of a commercial agency in Malwa, separate 
from the political office, for the purchase of the article in open market. The Governor 
in Council looked upon the advantage possessed by Government, in the direct route, as 
calculated to secure a profit on purchases, though made in the face of the freest and most 
active competition ; for ho doubted not his power to prevent tr^it of the drug to the 
coast, except by very circuitous routes. Some valuable information is added in respect 
to the charges of shipment at Demaun, which are stated at fifty-five rupees, merely for 
the protection of the Portuguese flag, and regarding the advantage that would follow any 
plan calculated to draw the whole of this commerce to Bombay. 

26. 'fho point, however, most urged by the Governor in Council in this De^tch is, 
that the separate commercial agent should bo an officer appointed by, and responsible to, 
the Bombay Government, who should act independently under its instructions, but in 
concert with the political resident. Adverting at the same time to Major Stewart's 
letters above referred to, the Governor in Council recommended the issue of passes 
conjointly with the purchases j and, to meet the wants of the Bombay market, he further 
requested that 2,000 chests of the Opium provided on this side of India, vtK. in Behar 
and Benares, should bo sent round to bo sold at Bombay. 

27. Before we had replied to this letter from the Bombay Government, we received a 
second, ginng cover to instructions the Governor m Council thought himsdf warranted, 
by our reference to his judgment, in issuing to Major Stewart, strongly eigoining him to 

^ grant 
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g^rant passed immediately for as much as possible of the Opium about to bo conveyed by 
indirect routes to Deniauii^ so as to ensure its conveyance to and shipment at llonibay, 
alon^ with the provision made for the Government sales there. It was sug-gcsted to 
Major Stewait that he should fix 250 rupees as tlie consideration to bo asked fur tlie 
passports ; and it was added^ that the owners of the Opium should be left subject to 
the customs payable to the states through the territories of which it would have to pass.'* 

28. We felt ourselves placed in very embarrassing circumstances by this interference of 
the Bombay Government, and lost no time in communicating our sentiments to that 
Government and to tho Opium agent. 

2'J. With respect to the appointment of a Bombay civil servant as commercial agent for 
the purchase of Opium in Malwa, we observed, that we did not conceive Major Stewart 
to have recommended any separation of the agency from the political functions with 
which the concern was united ; on the contrary, we thought there was advantage in the 
union, and that a separation would be of prejudicial influeiice, particularly so if the pur- 
chase and arraiigcinents for the provision and dispatch of the drug were placed under 
a Bombay ofTicer, while the political duties remained as at present. 

530, We doubted the necessity or expediency of any traii.sfer of the agency on com- 
mercial grounds, and did not look on the locality of the sales as a ground for the 
moasurei more especially under the present uncertainty as to the footing on which it 
was to bo carried on. 

531. With respect again to the project of granting passes for transport of the Demaun 
Opium to Bombay, so as to secure tho article for the latter mart, and obtain a revenue 
for the advantage opened to the merchant, we admitted fully that tho measure would 
produce both benefits, but referred the Bombay Government to our Despatch to Major 
Stewart, and stated our adherence to the opinion before expressed, that this plan was 
incompatible with that of purchasing for re-sale. Wc pointed out that the necessary 
eflect must be to limit the profit on the re-sales to what miglit be fixed as the con- 
sideration for the passes ; that it would create a local competition in Bombay, inter- 
fering with the sales, and must embarrass the purchases iii Malwa, by giving every 
holder the option of taking the chance of the Bombay sales, if he thought the diffe- 
rence of price or profit likely to exceed the price of a pass. We remarked also, that 
if the passes were so drawn as not to give free passage to the article in the hands of 
private merchants, tliat is, if they were left subject to arbitrary impositions and delays 
in crossing the territory of every petty chief, the instruments would be uiisaleahle 
except at very low rates ; besides which the credit of the passes would be shaken, and 
the habit of disregarding the Goveriiinent passports would affect imperiously all future 
arrangements. 

32. For these reasons we expressed the determination not to interfere at present with 
the plan wo had, at Major Stewart’s suggestion, adopted for the season. 

33. In the mean time the Despatch addressed by the Bombay Government to Major 
Stewart, on the 10th November, induced that officer, though very reluctantly, upon its 
arrival, to assent to the scheme of issuing passes contemporaneously with the provi- 
sion of Opium by purchase for re-sale in Bombay. The officiating agent accordingly 
issued notices inviting tenders for passes, but five days afterwards receiving our Sccre- 

6 I tary’.s 


administration 

OF MONOPOLIE.S 
Opium. 



ADMiMiulKATlON 
OF MONOPOUES. 

Opium. 


958 FOURTH APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 

tary*s Letter, dated the 27th October, before referred to, wherein the incompatibility of 
the two schemes was strongly pointed out, he recalled his notices by expresses sent in 
every direction, and immediately gave notice to the Bombay Government that ho had 
done so. Major Stewart wished, however, that the privilege of granting passes to a 
limited extent was still left in the agent’s hands, in order to facilitate his purchases 
through the influence they would enable him to command ; such an influence, added to 
the advantage of early appearing in the market with ready money, being looked upon by 
him as the only circumstances he could rely upon for favourable purchases. 

34. We expressed ourselves as highly approving the promptitude of the officiating 
agent’s determination to withdraw his notices regarding the issue of passes, thinking that 
had any been issued, they would have involved all the operations of the department 
here and at Bombay in great embarrassment, and must have produced perplexing claims 
of various kinds. 

35. With respect to the view taken by Major Stewart, in regard to the advantage 
of reserving the power of granting passes as a means of influence, we stated that our 
opinion renuiinod unchanged as to tlio inexpediency of mixing the two plans, so long 
as the scheme of purchasing was followed, and we had determined to give it a trial ; 
we thought both that operation and the re-sales should be simplified as much as pos- 
sible, so as to avoid mixing up with a monopoly speculation of our own the project 
of obtaining profit, in the form of a pass, upon the speculations of others. 

36. Wo now have to notice three further Letters from the Bombay Government, 
dated respectively the 30th November and 5th and 11th December last, the first written 
on learning that Major Stewart had been induced to issue passports in conformity with 
the urgent suggestion of the Bombay Government, and stating the measures taken to 
invite the merchants of Bombay to apply for them to bring their Opium to that mart 
instead of exporting it by the indirect routes, and under the Portuguese flag, from 
Demaun ; and the two latter reporting the steps which had been taken on learning 
that the intention to issue passes had been relinquished, in consequence of the ordei*s 
received from us by Major Stewart. 

37. In replying to these Letters, we referred the Bombay Government to the opinions 
we had frequently before expressed, against uniting with the purchases making for re-sale 
any scheme allowing the capitalists of Bombay and Malwa to compete with Government 
as purchasers in the first instance, and again as sellers at Bombay, which wo noticed must 
be the effect of allowing passes to be issued simultaneously with the Government sales 
at the latter place. 

38. We added some observations on the following points, which seemed to require 
notice, in the correspondence and despatches of the Bombay Government ; viz. 

First, Whether it was advisable to issue passes for the excess quantity of 
Malwa Opium, now ready for export to Demaun, as a present measure adapted 
to the particular occasion, independently of the general adoption of the scheme 
of granting passes and purchasing for re-sale simultaneously ? 

Secondly, Had the issue of notice by the agent in Malwa, offering passes, con * 
tinued, with the measures taken at Bombay to spread the information that they 

would 
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would be granted^ created claims or occasioned losses entitling the sufferers to 
compensation from Govenimeiit ? 

Thirdly, The speculators in Malwa Opium had been informed by the Governor 
in Council, that the Supreme Govenimont would be urged to permit the Opium 
of the present season to proceed, under passes, direct to Bombay. Whether had 
any new claim been created thereby, or had the claims under the notice above 
referred to been strengthened by this further measure of the Bombay Government ? 

39. With respect to the first question stated above, it appeared to us that if the 
granting passes for a coasideration, simultaneously with a continuance of purchases, were 
objectionable on general grounds, it could not be advisable to adopt the measure for the 
sake of the temporary profit it seemed to ofter ; for to grant passes for the surplus Opium 
now in Malwa would bring the whole to Bombay, to be offered to the buyers of that 
sold by the Government ; and as it would have the same precise advantages for ship- 
ment, it was impossible to suppose that it would not, more or less, affect the selling 
prices. We admitted it to be quite true, as observed in the Bombay Letter, that the 
price in China, and the calculation of the .speculators upon the total supply of the season, 
including that at Demaun and elsewhere, as adequate or not to the demand there, must 
regulate the biddings at the public sales ; but although the quantity at Demaun entered 
of course always into the calculation, it did not thence follow that this quantity must 
aftect the calculation equally of the Opium at one port as at the other. 

40. But a more serious objection to granting passes was the effect the measure 
would have on the purchases of next year, supposing the plan of purchasing to be then 
continued ; of course no one could be expected to sell to the agent at a price offering a 
profit exceeding 250 rupees, if he had the expectation of conveying the drug himself to 
tlie Bombay market, with the advantage of a Government pass for that consideration : 
and the fact of passes being granted in the present year, would be sufficient to in.spire the 
hope universally, howsoever the contrary might be declared by the agent. 

41. Thus the objection to granting passes was, that it was a half measure, calculated 
to obstruct the plan of purchase and resale, determined at the specific recommendation 
of the agent to be carried on for the present season, and incompatible witli its conti- 
nuance. We were far from deciding that the plan of granting passes as a general 
measure might not be preferable to that adopted. Our own impressions were greatly 
in its favour, and it was our intention, wo stated, to direct the agent’s attention to the 
consideration of the question, whether it would not be desirable to adopt that scheme in 
the ensuing season, in relinquishment of all purchases. In that case, the passes might, 
we observed, be offered to sale (limited in number) in the same manner as tlie cliests 
were, and the competition would show their real value ; or they might be unlimited and 
issued at a value fixed by us. Upon the adoption, however, of any such change of 
system, we had not then determined, and until we bad done so, we could not sanction 
the partial abandonment of the existing system proposed by the Governor in Council. 
The result of the communication opened with Major Stewart, for determining as to the 
best course to be pursued in future, would be made known to the Honourable the 
Governor in Council, as soon as any decision on the subject should be formed. In the 
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mean timts we desired that things might be left in the train indicated in the orders and 
instnictiniis of this Government. 

42. With respect to the second of the points stated above, viz. The claims arising out 
of the publication of the notice regarding passes in Malwa and Rombay, it appeared that 
Major Stewart was induced to publish the notice in question, on the 23d November last, 
but on the 28th following, he received our orders of the 27th October, and immediately 
sent expresses every where to recall the notices. In like manner the Letters of the 
Bombay Government to the Bombay merchants, informing them of the grant of passes, 
were dated 30th November, and on the .5th December the remedy was applied. In both 
cases the period for which the notice circulated was live days only ; and any claims that 
speculators could prefer in consequence must be founded on what occurred in this short 
space of time. 

43. In our opinion it would not bo enough to allege that hopes were held out by the 
notice, which its recall disappointed ; nor that speculations were founded thereon which 
were subsequently abandoned. There must have been positive loss incurred through the 
measures of Government or of its officers, before there could be any ground or pretence 
for recompense. Although therefore the recall of the notices might have produced incon- 
venience, and was in appearance awkward and unfortunate, we were not disposed to listen 
to any claims preferred iu consequence, except proof should be adduced at the same time 
that real loss was sustained thereby. We moreover requested of the Bombay Govern- 
ment that no claim of the kind might be decided upon affirmatively, without a previous 
reference to our Governmeut, accompanied by a full stutemeiit of the circumstances, 


44. With respect to the third question, viz, the effect of holding out hopes to the mer- 
chants, that through the instance of the Honourable the Governor in Council of Bombay, 
this Goveriiiiicnt might be induced to sanction the grant of passes iu the manner proposed 
for the Malwa Opium of the present year, we observed as follows ; having determined 
against issuing tlie jiasses in question, we could only express our regret that wo had been 
unable to realize the hopes held out to the merchants by the Governor in Council. At 
the same time we could not recognize any claim as arising out of this additional dis- 
appoiiitmeut ; for of course die merchants would have known that the result was entirely 
dependent on the view that might be taken by us ; and however reluctant this Govern- 
ment must always be to take any course affecting the impression enter taiiiod as to the 
influence and weight of the other Presidencies, wo could not yield our judgment on a 
matter of this description, or allow the desire to maintain their credit and estimation to 
weigh against the views of policy by which we felt it our duty to be guided, 

45. With reference to the observations in the Letter of the Bombay Governnaent, 
dated 5th December last, regarding the confusion incident to the existing double control, 
we observed, that considering the source of the inconvenience which had been experienced 
iu the present instance from the clashing views of the two Governments, that inconve- 
nience could scarcely be urged as an argument in favour of a transfer of the concern to 
Bombay, for the difficulty would not have been felt if the agent had received his instruc- 
tions solely from Bengal, which, notwithstanding the deference eftjoined to the sentiments 
of the Honourable the Governor in Council at Bombay, in the passage cited from the 
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Cetter of this Government^ dated 28th July last, it was always intended that he should ov MONopnr.iKs. 
do on all questions involving tJic principles on which the concern was to bo conducted. — 

40. Our opinion was rather confirmed by the result of the present correspondence ^ 

against the expediency of any transfer of the control of the Malwa agency to Bombay ; 
for notwithstanding the benefit that would thus be secured from the exclusion of any 
double control, the consistency of principle requisite for the security of the revenue 
realized on this side of India W'>uld be wholly lost. 

47- Having thus disposed of the questions which arose as to the management of the Malwa 
Opium revenue, in the past s^'as jn, it may be necessary to refer your Honourable Court 
to the proceedings noted in the margin showing the extent of the supply provided for 
the sales of the year at Bombay, and fur local consumption in the Bombay territory, and 
the causes of its falling somewhat short of the quantity promised by Major Stewart in 
November 1829. It will be seen, that instead of 4,000 chests fc»r sale, and 400 niaunds 
for consumption, only 3,000 chests on tlie former account, with the full supply rcqiiirecl 
for the hitter, were actually dispatched to Bombay. We also beg to refer yem to some 
correspondence that passed between the officiating agent and the Bombay Government, 
in respect to the most advantageous naite by which the article should be forwartled, and 
the contracts for carts for its conveyance, also the objections made at Bombay to the 
* route proposed by the officiating agent. 

4S. The out-turn of the sales made of 3,502 chests of Opium of the year, exhibiting 
a net amount realized c f .50, lH,527j exclusive of 2,35,952 rupees charges (the sale pro- 
ceeds being 58,54,480), will be found on the proceedings noted in the margin; I* and 
with a view to include all that has passed in relation to this subject, the further references ^ 

annexed contain the corroap(.iideiicc and orders passed regarding adjustnionts of the net 
profit per chest, payable to tlie states under treaties ; we have added in the collection 
which accompanies this letter, a letter very recently received from Bombay, forwarding a 
statement from the principal collector of Aliniedabad, of the manner in w’hich the Opium 
supplied to him had been disposed of, also our reply and observations thereupon. In 
the same collection also will be found an extract from the Political Department, with 
some correspondence, showing the causes of the failure of the Kota state, to make gixjd 
their quotas of the drug in the season. We now proceed to later proceedings, copy of 
which also accompany, being included in the collection referred to. The time having 
arrived when it became necessary to consider the measures to be adopteil in the ensuing 
season, the question was brought under our notice, in a Minute by Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
recorded and numbered in the collection as per margin.J By desire of the Governor- 
general the Civil Finance Committee had given their attention to the subject, and copy 
of a Report of their sentiments is also annexed.§ 

49. From Malwa we had received no further information, in reply to the requisition 
to that effect addressed to the late officiating agent Major Stewart, on the Pith of 
January last, which was occasioned by this officer’s having left the office under charge c:>f 

his 


* Contultations, Dec. 15. Nos. S3 and 31. 
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his deputy, Mr. Cartwright. From the Bombay Government, the only further despatch 
received on the subject of the conduct of this branch of revenue, is the letter cited in 
the margin,* whereof copy forms also number in the packet. 

00. The matter having been taken up with reference to all that had occurred in the 
past year, and with particular advertence to the view stated by the Finance Committee, 
we have come to the determination to relinquish entirely the plan of purchasing for 
resale, and to confine the G ovcmment dealings to the grant of passes for free conveyance 
to Bombay for exportation. Our views on the subject are incorporated in the annexed 
resolution. 

51 • It had appeared, that notwithstanding that the officiating resident and Opium 
agent in Malwa, was informed as early as in May 1829, that it was the wish of the 
Bombay Government to increase the supply of Opium for sale as much as possible, and 
instructions to tliis effect had been issued by the Supreme Government ; the officers of 
the department were barely able to provide for the Bombay sales as much as 3,600 chests, 
and of this quantity a large proportion (viz. about Surat maunds 2,000) consisted of store 
remaining over from the preceding year. As the season had been favourable, and the 
growth abundant, the failure was to be ascribed exclusively to the resolution adopted by 
the Supreme Govcnimcnt on the 19th June of the past year, to withdraw from all mea- 
sures of restriction upon the growth, transit or export of the drug on private account. • 
The operation of this course of policy upon the year’s supply had been felt in various 
ways, particularly the following ; 

First. Major Stewart had contracted for the purchase of considerable quantities 
of Opium, at the usual price of thirty rupees the punsuroe, with the condition 
attached, that passes for conveyance of quantities proportionate to the deliveries 
should be granted to the contracting merchants. 

52. Upon the removal of the restrictions, passes were no longer required to protect the 
article ; and Major Stewart was obliged therefore to compound for the privilege, by an 
addition of fifteen rupees per punsuree to the contract rate. The effect, how’ever, of 
removing the restrictions, produced a rise of price in Malwa, considerably exceeding 
forty-five rupees, so that the officiating agent not only had been unable to extend his pur- 
chases as desired by the Bombay Government, but witli difficulty had obtained the fulfil- 
ment of the contracts. 

Second. Although only the restrictive provisions of the Opium treaties were 
revoked and cancelled in the past season, and the states remained under engage- 
ments to deliver their quotas of Opium at thirty rupees the punsuree, receiving 
the bonus and the profit on chests sold according to their deliveries, still the effect 
of the rise of price consequent upon the removal of restraints on the traffic and 
export, had been to produce short deliveries by almost every state. The native 
Princes or their ministers seemerl to have calculated that the present gain by sale 
on the spot at fifty-five and sixty nipees the punsuree, afforded a larger profit than 
tlic bonus and the average net profit on their allotted number of chests were likely 
together to yield. Tliis therefore was another cause of short provision for the 
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Bombay sales of the past year. The resource from treaty Opium^ it is to be of MONoror.iKK 
observed* will be wholly cut off iii future* as all the states have g^veii notice of — 

their wish to witlidraw entirely from their Opium engagements after the season 
which has now closed* and the Government has assented to their doing s^ 

53. The facts above referred to seemed fully to account for the limited provision made 
for the Bombay sales of the season. The number of chests forwarded from Malwa was* 
as above stated* only 3,600* whereas tlio information received regarding the quantity that 
found exit through Demaun and other places* stated the quantity at 10*000 chests, and 
tlie lowest estimate gives 9*000 chests. 

54. But if a sale of 3*600 chests had been provided at Bombay in the past season* it 
was to be recollected tliat much of the article was obtained before the removal of the 
restrictions was known, that the agent had the benefit of contracts made before that mea- 
sure was adopted* and of treaties which were not to expire until the close of the year ; 
no such advantages would be possessed in the present season, if it were to bo deter- 
mined* therefore* to prosecute tlie scheme of buying for resale, the agent had nothing 
whatsoever to rely upon but the competition price and his ready money. He must enter 
the market as a common purchaser* and his appearance in that capacity would of itself 
tend further to enliance prices. The political influence and other inducements and means, 
through the judicious use of nliich the agent’s bargains hail heretofore been favourable* 
would be withdrawn with the aiinihilatiou of the treaties* and his attempt to buy would 
end most probably in an increased outlay, and much smaller provision than in the past 
season* not to mention the effect which the competition must have in a\jgmenting the 
growth and manufacture of the drug at the places of production. To complete the risks 
of failure under such a scheme* the purchases ^\ould have to be made in the face of a 
falling market in China* and \\iththe certainty therefore of a less return at Bombay. 

55. I’he exclusive possession of the best route for transmission to the coast, and of 
the best port for shipment* would doubtless* we conceive* enable the Government to 
realize some profit by purchases made even under these disadvantages ; hut the question 
w^as* whether timt was the best method of turning our position in these respects to 
account* so long as the services of the states and autliorities in Malwa were commanded 
in aid of a monopoly purchase, and wliile restrictions and prohibitions were enforced which 
made it ruinous for individual merchants to compete with Government, the system of 
purchases was successful, and on many accounts perhaps the best; but ^\ith traffic and 
transit free in Malwa* the attempt to draw the article to ISombay by buying it up* appeared 
to be opposed to every received principle of policy* and likely to entail heavy costs and 
charges in the management. We were therefore unwilling to determine in favour of the 
plan of continuing to purchase Opium in Malwa for resale* while there was any other 
scheme presented for our election* affording a promise of obtaining by other menus an 
equivalent for the advantage of the routes and port of Bombay* which are the real sources 
of revenue and profit* 

56. Tlie information furnished by Major Stewart in his letters of September and 
October last* and the calculations also of the Finance Committee* appeared to us to 
afford grounds for estimating the value of the routes which Government had the power 
of opening at not less than 175 or 290 rupees. At the former rate it appeared that passes 
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could be sold readily ; and at the latter. Major Stewart in the course of the five days 
when he was inviting tenders at 250 rupees, received a few offers upon speculation. It 
was to be remarked, however, that the Bombay Government, acting on their information, 
had estimated the value of passes at 250 rupees ; and as it was not unlikely that the 
Malwa speculators who made tlie offer to Major Stewart, did not take into account the 
gain of time for shipment, and the Demaiin charges which would be saved by the pass, 
there was ground for giving fiuth to the estimates on which the Bombay Government 
relied. 

57. But, how'ever that might be (for tlie determining a value for the passes was a 
point that must necessarily be left to the Bombay authorities), it was made manifest by 
the Report of the Finance Committee that, purchasing under the disadvantage of open 
competition and free transit by the indirect routes at 55 rupees the punsuree, and there 
was a chance of the price exceeding GO rupees, the Government could not hope hereafter 
for a selling price at Bombay that would yield a profit exceeding 200 rupees per chest. 
This, too, would bo realized on the limited quantity that could be purchased at reason- 
able prices in the face of an open competition. If, on the other hand, the real value of 
the direct route to Bombay should, as supposed, exceed that sum, the whole produce of 
Malwa might be expected to flow through it, under the plan of issuing passes to private 
merchants to the benefit of the commerce of Bombay, no less than of the revenue of 
Government. 

58. The capital annually embarked hitherto in the purchase and preparation of the 
drug would further be saved to Government by the change of plan, and the balances of 
the treasuries from which the funds had heretofore been supplied would bear proportionate 
reduction. 

59. Thus every motive of sound policy seemed to suggest that the scheme of issuing 
passes for a consideration equal to the real value of the route to be opened should be 
substituted for that of purchasing Opium in Malwa, to be forwarded and re- sold at 
Bombay. 

60. The Government will doubtless lose by this plan that portion of the profit here- 
tofore realized by its sales, which was the result of speculation upon China fluctuations 
of price, but that was less a consideration at present than it had been heretofore, because 
of the certainty of the increased production causing a gradual diminution of the selling 
price in the ulterior markets. It had occurred at one time to us, as will have been seen 
in a previous part of this Despatch, that a participation in that profit also might have 
been secured (besides the net equivalent for the value of the routes opened), by limiting 
the number of passes issued, and selling them by auction ; but on reconsideration we 
determined to abandon that scheme, and tff confine the Government receipt to what 
might fairly be demanded as the equivalent for the advantage of transit and shipment 
oflered to doalers by the new routes. As these benefits were fixed and capable of distinct 
valuation, the rate of duty taken for the passes conferring them ought evidently to be 
so too. 

Gl. A further very important recommendation to die plan of issuing passes is, that 
it will enable the Government to dispense altogether, after a short time, with the esta- 
blishments entertained in Malwa and at Bombay Tor conducting the eoneem in the 

manner 
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manner hitherto followed. For the machinery by which a rerenue may be realized 
tlirough the grant of passes is most simple ; indeed, as the stations of Chokies are already 
maintained, and there are Custom Houses throughout the Bombay territory through 
which the Opium will be regularly passed to that Presidency, and through which there- 
Jbre Uie entire revenue may be collected, it would not seem that the addition of a single 
functionary to the existing establishments of that Presidency will be at all required in 
substitution for the agency and Godown officers to be discontinued under the abaiidon- 
iiient of the scheme of purchase store and sale heretofore followed. 

02. Influenced by the considerations above adverted to, we have resolved as follows ; 

Fir^t. That in lieu of the existing system for deriving a revenue on Opium, the 
produce of Malwa and other parts in Central India, the Bombay Government shall 
give notice that passes for the free transit of the article to Bombay for exportation 
by sea, will be granted on application to the Collector of Customs at Bombay, 
or to the resident and Opium agent at Indore, on payment at the rate per chest 
of 1401bs. weight of rupees 200, or such other sum as the Bombay Government 
may fix as the fair and proper equivalent for the routes opened by the passes. 

Second. That the Opium agent in Malwa shall discontinue making any pur- 
chases of Opium, and shall use his best endeavours to give effect to the scheme 
proposed to be substituted, concerting with the Bombay Government as to the 
• form of pass to be issued, the period for which it is to run, and the manner in 
which it is to be returnable after the arrival of the Opium covered by it at 
Bombay. 

Third. That the agent bo further directed to promulgate the determination of 
the Government to grant passes in the manner indicated, and to explain to the 
merchants the lacilities that will be afforded by the routes opened, as well as 
those of the port of Bombay, furnishing every information on tlio subject in his 
power to all that may apply for pusses. 

b ourth. That notice of the above change of plan be communicated to the 
Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, with a view to its being made known to the 
merchants and purchasers at the Calcutta sales. 

Fifth. That the agent at Indore be directed to report weekly to the Supreme 
Government the price of Opium at the principal marts in Malwa, and to furnish 
similar information of all passes taken out from his office ; and that the Bombay 
Government be likewise requested to order weekly reports to be sent to this 
Presidency, of the passes that may be taken out at Bombay, in order to enable 
us to judge how the new plan works. 

Sixth. That so soon as the plan shall be so far introduced as to enable the 
agent to determine upon its success (and we cannot anticipate a failure, if the 
value of passes be properly fixed), he shall discharge superfluous establishments, 
and the Bombay Government will at the same time revise the establishment main- 
tained for the custody and store of the Opium sent there for sale. 

Seventh. That the revenue derived through the issue of Opium passes be brought 
to account at Bombay, separately from the other items of Custom Duties, but 
that it be regarded as an asset of the Bombay Government ; the proceeds of the 
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sales made in the present year> as well as of any other Opium that may be in 
store, or that may be transmitted by the a^ent in Malwa for sale, will of course 
bo carried to aceount as at present, in order to wind up the concern on account 
of this Presidency. 

03. In forwarding these Resolutions to Bombay, wo deemed it necessary to notice the 
disappointment the Honourable the Governor in Council had expressed that his views had 
not been more followed ; and in particular, the reference made by him to the scantiness 
of the supply obtained at Bombay for the year’s sales, as well as for local consumption. 

G 1. After recapitulating the circumstances which had led to the smallness of the supply 
of the year, and explaining that they were ascribable to the changes of plan which had 
been determined upon, wo pointed out that although having resolved to give the system 
of purchase and sale trial for the year, we had opposed every proposition for mixing up 
with that plan the project of granting passes ; we had always intended at the elose of the 
season to take up the question as a general one, and to dotermiue on the mode .of carrying 
on the concern hereafter, accoixling as our information and the result of the experiment 
might show to be most advantageous in all respects. 

Of). We transmitted to Bombay copy of the Resolution, the substance of which is given 
above ; and desired that Government to give immediate ellect to it by determining a price 
for the passes, and arranging the details of the mode of transport, and the checks to be 
established with the Opium agent. 

6G. We remarked, that the passes being issued on the application of holders, would 
act as conditional exemptions from the existing prohibitory duly ; consequently the equi- 
valent taken from them could not be regarded as a new duty, so as to require a Regula- 
tion sanctioned by your Honourable Court and by the Board of Commissioners before its 
enforcement, as we had at one time thought might be necessary ; and we further noticed, 
that the Opium passed under these instruments to Bombay would stand iu the place of 
that heretofore carried by Government as belonging to itself, consequently the passes 
must confer the same privileges of free transit, and the Bombay Government must pro- 
vide that there should be no obstructions or detentions by its officers beyond what was 
indispensable to prevent the article from being carried irregularly. 

G7. We desired the Governor in Council, iu regulating the amount of equivalent to be 
demanded for the passes, to adopt the principle of assuming something less than the net 
difference of expense incurred on a shipment of Opium brought to Demaun, by the most 
favourable of the indirect routes, as compared with the cost of transit to Bombay, and 
shipment by the mf)st favourable of the direct routes opened by the pusses. The infor- 
mation we possessed inclined us to believe 17") rupees to be the minimum duty that 
might be taken per chest on this principle, and 250 rupees the rate proposed heretofore 
by the Honourable tlie Governor in Council, to be the highest that would be safe to 
reipiirc ; but, as before stated, we wished to leave this entirely to the Governor in Coun- 
cil, to be regulated as his enquiries might lead him to determine. Should there be good 
grounds, we added, for believing that passes would not generally be sought at tlie low rate 
of 175 rupees, we intended still to retain the power of purchasing for resale, and we thought 
it might in such case be advisable to revert to that course, provided the article could be 
procured m Malwa at a price not exceeding 55 rupees the puusuree. To this effect 
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instructions were Issued to the agents and it has been this necessity of waiting to see the 
result of the new measures ordered, that has prevented the immediato revision of the 
establishment of the agency. The authorities at Hombay, and the agent, w'cro instnicted 
to guard against any combinations from parties interested in the continuance of the old 
system, to prevent the advantages of the new from being generally known and appre- 
ciated by the merchants, or to keep back applications for passes, after promulgation of 
the intention to issue them. 

68. Pull information of the now plan upon which it was propost'd to (ioiuliict the con- 
cern in Malwa, will be communicated through the Hoard of Customs, Salt and Opium, 
to all persons concerned in the Opium trade to C*hina at this Presidency ; and we in- 
formed the Bombay Government, that it was our intention to continue to encourage the 
extension of production of the article on Ibis side of India. 

09. We have now completed the review of our proceedinggi in connection with this 
important subject ; we submit them in full confidence that the course we have deter- 
mined to adopt is the best, under all circurn.stances, that could be follow'cd ; and trust to 
receive the early expression of your sentiments thereon. 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. Bkntinck. 

W. H. H.^ylly. 

Fort William, 3d August 1830. C. T. Mktcai.fic. 


No. 13. 

(Separate Department.— Opium.) 

(No 3, of 1830.) 

LETTER from the Governor- General and Council in Bengal, to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, &c. &c. &c.; dated the 21st September 1830. 

Honourable Sirs : 

1. Since we had the honour to address your Honourable Court, on the 3fl ultimo, fo*' 
the purpose of explaining at length our views and proceedings in regard to the revenue 
wo have hitherto derived from Opium, the produce of Mahva, w’e have received from 
Bombay, Copy of a Minute by the Honourable the Governor, with a memorandum 
annexed, containing information on the subject collected by the Revenue Commissioner 
of the Northern Districts of that Presidency. 

2. The Governor’s Minute, thougli dated the Gth May last, was only forwarded to us 
in a Letter from the Secretary bearing date the 30lh July.* Had it reached us in 
time, wc should of course have considered it our duty to draw your particular atten- 
tion to the arguments by which Sir John Malcolm supports his views on this ques- 
tion, and endeavour to show that we determined injudiciously in opposing the plan sug- 
gested 


•• Consultations, September 7, 1830, Nos. 22 and 24f. 
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gested by the Bombay Government, for combining the issue of passes with the arrange- 
ment for continuing sdes, and that a considerable loss of revenue has been the conse- * 
qiicnce. It is right that your Honourable Court should be put early in possession of 
these arguments, and of our view of the questions discussed after yieWng to them the 
consideration due to the quarter from which they have proceeded. 

3. Sir J. Malcolm complains, in the first instance, of the small supply of the dnig 
provided for the regular sales of the year, in Bombay, notwithstanding that the expe- 
diency of an increase had been advocated early in 1829, and the Supreme Government 
had then concurred in the propriety of the augmentation. In the resolution passed by 
us on the occasion of relinquishing the system of purchase and re-sale, in other words, 
the monopoly farm in which we had heretofore realized revenue from this source, we 
particularly explained the causes of the short supply referred to. The determination to 
increase the quantity of Opium provided was taken with reference to the monopoly, and 
to the restrictions on transit and exportation by which it was enforced* Upon the change 
of system, this consideration, though still an ingredient of the question, was nevertheless 
subordinate to the determination in the first instance of the principles upon which the 
concern should be conducted after the restrictive measures by which the monopoly was 
supported had been given up. 

4. The officiating Opium agent in Malwa reported, that notwithstanding the change of 
system referred to, he should be able to provide a supply for the sales of the year equal 
to that of the preceding season, and influenced mainly by this circumstance, supported 
by the opinion expressed by the officiating agent, that the plan of purchase and re-sale 
might advantageously be continued, we resolved to make the experiment of leaving it in 
operation for the year. The result was as we have explained in our previous Letter, 
and as stated by Sir J. Malcolm in his Minute now forwarded, viz. that a sale supply, 
exceeding by 100 chests that of the preceding year, was actually provided and disposed 
of in the usual manner, yielding a considerable profit per chest, as will presently be 
shown. 

b. But because there was at the same time a large exportation of Opium from Malwa 
by irregular channels, the supply to Demaun, amounting, according to estimate cited, to 
as much as 10,000 chests. Sir John Malcolm seems to cast blame on the arrangements 
adopted, on two grounds : First, It appears to be his opinion that, consistently with the 
determination taken to augment the provision for the Bombay sales, measures should 
have been adopted to procure by purchase for the Government the major part of the 
Opium so irregularly exported. Secondly, He complains that the plan he suggested, of 
allowing this illicit Opium to be brought direct to Bombay under pass, was not adopted; 
arguing, that by taking a consideration for the passes the Government might have 
secured a largo additional revenue therein, besides that realized at the sales upon the 
year’s provision, of 3,600 chests. Before discussing these points in detail, we would 
premise, that we did not look upon the questions which lay for our determination to be 
one of tlic expedients of the day. We had resolved upon the abandonment of the system 
of restriction by which the monopoly was supported, and it remained to decide how the 
concern established under that system should be wound up, and what permanent scheme 
should be substituted. Nearly half the season passed before the change in our intentions 

could 
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cm Id be duly promulgated and made known in Malwa. Indeed^ the agent's arrange- 
ments for the year were already so far in progress^ as to afford the assurance of a provi- 
sion on monopoly terms, equal to the supply for sale of the preceding year, when we 
had to determine as to the best mode of winding up the concern. We conceive that wc 
could not, in prudence, under those circumstances, have acted otherwise than we did, and 
that in resolving to secure, so far as could be done under an abandonment of the restric- 
tive system, the monopoly profit on the limited provision in question, and to defer the 
final arrangement of a permanent scheme till the close of the year, we consulted the true 
interests of the Government and of the nation. Originally we limited the purchases to 
45 rupees per punsuree,* the price at which the agent assured us of his ability to obtain 
an equal supply for the Bombay sales to that of the previous year ; but subsequently, on 
his representing, in February of this year, that a large extra supply (4,000 chests) could 
be obtained by an augmentation of the price to 55 rupees, we 'authorized the increase, 
making that the limit, llie agent's expoc|^tion of obtaining the further provision at this 
rate appears, however, to have been disappointed. At 55 rupees per punsurce, the chest 
of 140 lbs. would have cost 770 rupees in Malwa, besides the charges of establishment 
and transport ; we cannot think it would have been prudent to have exceeded this limit 
for the prime cost of the article. 

6. But the arguments of Sir J. Malcolm's Minute leave it to be inferred, that besides 
securing as much of the drug as could be secured on the terms of the old monopoly, he 
would ^ve wished the Government to enter the market as a competitor for the purchase 
of Opium on any terms. It will have been obvious, from a perusal of the correspon- 
dence reviewed in our previous Letter, that it could only have been by out-bidding the 
sanguine speculators, who were drawn into tliis field by our change of plan, that any 
more of the drug could have been procured than was actually procured. If, however, 
yielding to the desire to increase the provision, we had authorized any such measure as 
a purchase without limit of terms, a rise considerably beyond the liigh selling price 
reached by the article in Malwa, which we were told was 60 rupees per punsurce, must 
have been the consequence ; and we do not see how we could have refused the enhanced 
price to the contractors, with whom wo npght have made previous bargains, without 
creating amongst them dissatisfaction and an unwillingness to complete their etigagerriCiits 
at the lower rates. At the same time purchasing high, with the prospect of reduced 
prices at the Bombay sales, consequent !ipon the increase of quantity thrown into that 
market, the inducement offered by participation in the net profit would have been taken 
away from those who furnished Opium under treaties, so that the drug would have been 
procured neither from them nor from contractors in the quantity stipulated, nor on any 
thing like the old monopoly terms. The result therefore would have been similar to 
what occurred previous to our interference with the management of the concern, wlien 
Opium was bought by the agent employed by the Bombay Government at prices which 
yielded no profit on the re-sale. On the whole, we doubt not your Honourable Court 
will look upon this part of the question as we do, and will be satisfied that an instruc- 
tion to the Malwa agent to buy the whole produce at any price, would have amounted 

to 
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to a resolution to prosecute as a conmarcial adventure what could not longer be carried 
on as a revenue monopoly ; we need not enter on a discussion of the impdicy of following 
such a course. 

7. With respect to the question of passes^ from the manner in which this subject is 
mixed up with complaints against the smallness of the sale provision, it might be sup- 
posed that the Honourable the Governor desireri the passes to be given for direct trans- 
mit to Bombay, conjointly with open competition purchases of the drug in Malwa for 
re-sale to exporters by sea. It will, however, at once occur to your Honourable Court, 
that the passes must have been given on terms to benefit the holders of the article, and 
consequently to make them unwilling to sell to our agent on the same terms as before. 
The grant of passes must therefore, so far as they eonferretl such advantages, have inter- 
fered with tile purchases ; so that the schemes were inconsistent, and could not be com- 
bined without loss. 

8. Deeming them Incompatible, we looked||pon the question which lay for our decision 
to be, which of these two plans was entitled to the preference ; our decision was taken 
accordingly in favour of continuing the monopoly for tlio year, and so closing the con- 
cern. But it may bo urged against the arrangements of the year, that after having 
secured as much of the drug as could be obtained on the monopoly terms, with a view to 
a re-sale of this quantity for the sake of the monopoly profit, the Government might, 
besides this profit, have obtained a further profit by licensing or granting passes for the 
remainder of the Opium produced, but not procurable on its terms. The argument in 
favour of this scheme, is that the Opium in question was and will always be exported in 
spite of the Government endeavour to prevent it. The exportation being made subject 
to charges to the smuggler or to the Demauii authorities, to the extent of which charges 
the Government might have secured a revenue. 

9. As a general question we have fully admitted this principle, and our resolution to 
relinquish purchasing for re-sale from this year forward is founded entirely thereon ; but 
we are at issue with the Bombay Government in the conclusion that the same revenue 
we propose hereafter to seek and to bo content with, as a consideration for passes 
direct to Bombay fur the whole Opium pi;pduco of Malwa, could have been obtained 
in the past season on the quantity exported to Demaun, without affecting injuriously 
the profit w e hoped to obtain, and did obtain, on the monopoly supply of the Bombay 
sales. 

10. Sir Jolm Malcolm remarks on the difference of the average price at the last Bom- 
bay sales of the present year (Rs. 1,143. 2. 7.) as compared with the selling price of the 
preceding year (Rs. 1,0^. 3.) The defalcation he attributes mainly to the mewased 
supplies which foimd their way to Demaun. We aro far from denying that this necessary 
consequence of our removal of the restrictions on transit and exportation from Malwa will 
have been a main cause of the fall of price by which the Government was deprived of 
so much of the usual monopoly profit per chest, but we are not prepared to admit that 
if passes had been granted, allowing the 10,000 chests said to have been exported 
through Demaun to be brought direct to Bombay, the Government could equally hare 
reckoned on securing that portion of the monopoly profit which was included in the price 
realized on our 3,600 chests. 


11. We‘ 
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'll. We do not look upon it as the same thing in the effect it would have had on prices 
at Bombay, whether the 10,000 chests were cariied by the circuitous obstructed routes 
through which, after much detention and frequent change of conveyance, it finally pro- 
ceeded to China, or were brought by the direct route to Bombay, under passes which 
would have insured the whole arriving contemporaneously with the supplies for the Go- 
vernment sales, to be offered there in direct competition with the Government Opium, 
and with equal facilities for conveyance to China. We wore of opinion when the matter 
was submitted to us, and have yet seen no reason to adopt a difiereiit conclusion, that 
to have allowed the Opium of Malwa to proceed to Bombay under passes, on account of 
individuals, would have been to have set an unnecessary limit on our monopoly profit on 
the year’s provision, through tlic immediate effect of this measure on the Bombay sales ; 
besides which we thought it must interfere with our means of making that provision, 
even in the cuiTciit year, by its effect on Malwa prices, and on the contractors’ and 
state’s deliveries, under the arrangements made. It is certain, too, that our future 
operations would have been embarrassed b/ilihe premature resolution to adopt partially 
a scheme inconsistent with that on which we were still acting, and which we might be 
desirous of continuing. Had vve been convinced that the entire quantity of Opium 
allied to have been conveyed through Dcniaun for exportation might, by early arrange- 
ments of a diilerent kind from those adopted, have been brought to Bombay under pcisses, 
we should of course have weighed well tlie advantage to be derived upon tlie grant of 
these licenses against the profit expected from the limited quantity that could bn pro- 
vided for sale, and according as the calculation might have shown the larger revenue so 
would our measure have been taken, Wc are willing to be judged by this criterion in 
respect to the course adopted, and our resolutions for the future are based on the same 
principle of decision. 

12. Wo have very recently received the Opium agent’s estimate of the net profit 
actually realized at the year’s sales, and a co])y will he found annexed as a number in 
the collection of papers attached to this Letter.* The statement, which is founded on 
the real charges, and needs only final adjustment to become the actual account of the 
year, shows a profit of H. R. 21, 87, 219. on 3,050 chests sold, the difference of number 
being occasioned by an over- weight in the tfeliests dispatched from Malwa. The total 
cost per chest will be seen to be stated at H. R. 608. 12, and the profit is estimated at 
II. R. 500. 3. 0. Now we should submit that if passes had been granted for 2 ^»*ivate 
Opium at the reduced price of 250 rupees i^er chest, a profit of near II. R. 600 upon 
re-sale of our own sujjply could scarcely have been cxj^ected ; and if, through increased 
difficulty of purchasing in Malwa, on one hand, and competition on the other, to injure 
the sales in Bombay, the profit had been broug^ht to nearly the rate of the passes, your 
Honourable Court will be able to calculate the extent to which it would have been neces- 
sary for the measure proposed by Sir John Malcolm to have been successful in order to 
save us from loss on the year’s operations. 

13. The Honourable Governor dwells in his Minute on the advantage that might be 
expected from a transfer of the entire management of the Malwa Oiiiuin concern to 
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Bombayi on the ground of the superior acquaintance with the state of the markets, the 
available capital an^ views of specuMtors, and other commercial considerations neces- 
sarily possessed by the Government and officers of that Presidency. We are quite sen- 
sible that from proximity to the place of production, and from the circumstance that the 
outlet for exportation is on that side of India for the Opium of Malwa, the Bombay 
authorities have all these advantages. Nevertheless, while the concern was conducted 
as a monopoly, and as part of a system based upon the arrangements and resources of 
this Presidency, we should not have willingly seen it transferred, to be managed accord- 
ing to views and principles liable sometimes to be opposed to our own arrangements on 
this side of India, and the control of which could only have been . exercised after the 
mischief, if any were to result from such incongruities of view, had been actually done. 

14. At the same time we have no desire to retain in our own hands any concern that 
can be as well managed by other agency ; on the contrary, it is our study to relieve our- 
selves as much as possible from the mass of ^siness and of references by which we feel 
that the Supreme Goveniment is at presefiPoverwhelmed. We have accordingly left 
the Bombay Government to arrange the details of the pass system with the Opium agent, 
and if that plan can be acted upon with success, it is not our intention to interfere with 
the execution of the project. If it should fail, it will be our duty to consider again 
whether the monopoly shall be re-established under the partial restrictions which, 
through the command of the principal routes and best ports for exportation we possess 
oil that side of India, or any other scheme shall be attempted in stead. The determina- 
tion of this we shall be obliged to take upon ourselves, as connected with the general 
administration of the atfairs and resources of your Indian empire, 

15. We are taking measures for extending the cultivation of the poppy, with a view to 
a large increase in the supply of Opium to be offered for sale at this Presidency. Our 
proceedings for this purpose will be reported hereafter. In the mean time we look upon 
the difficulties which threaten this resource through the removal of the restrictions in 
Central India, and from which the restrictive system was not exempt, for during its exis- 
tence the exportation from Demauu to China was continually increasing, to merit the 
watchful care of Govcnuneiit ; for the final effect of an increase beyond assignable limit in 
the quantity of this drug exported to China (fom both sides of India, is a result beyond 
the power of our foresight to discover, or even to hazard at present any speculation 
upon. 

16. We take this opportunity to'correct an omission and error in our last Despatch on 
this subject. We stat^, that Major Stewart had not replied to our Letter, dated 12th 
January, calling upon him to state his opinion as to the course to be followed in succeed- 
ing years. His sentiments are conveyed in two Despatches recorded as noted in the 
margin.* These letters, however, having arrived while the Governor-General and Secre- 
tary of the Department were temporarily absent from the Presidency, did not fall under 
their perusal, and being omitted to be included in the collection of papers made for pre- 
paration of our final Resolution on the subject, and of the letter to your Honourable 

Court 
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(lourt reportinn^ thereon, it was erroneously concluded by the Secretaiy, that no replies 
had been received, and the accuracy of his statement was not doubted. The error has 
been pointed out in a Despatch from the Opium agent in Malwa, just received in reply to 
the instructions addressed to him in regard to the new system. A copy of his Letter and 
of our reply is included in the collection appended,* in order to put your Honourable 
Court in possession of our latest information on this important subject. 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. C. Bentinck. 

W. B. Bayley. 

Fort William, C. T. Metcalfe. 

21st September 1830. 


No. 14. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Governor-General in Council 
in Bengal, to the Court of Directors ; dated 27th July 1830. 

130. The Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, reported the quantity of Behar and 
Benares Opium, available for tho sales of the year 1828. Tho total supply being 7>837 
chests, the Board proposed to reserve 128 for Abkaree and other purposes, and to sell 
the remaining 7,709 chests under tho same stipulations as were adopted in 1826-27. 


No. 15. 

EXTRACT Letter in tho Separate Department, from tho Governor- General in Council 
in Bengal, to the Court of Directors ; dated 31st August 1830. 

264. In a subsequent Letter, the Board reported tho quantity of Opium available in 
1828-29, and submitted the draft of notification for publication. 

265. Although the quantity of Opium proposed to be advertised, 8,778 chests, 
exceeded by more than 1,000 chests the provision of 1827-28, yet we thought with the 
Board that, in the present circumstances of the department, it would not be expedient to 
withhold any of the year's provision from the sales. 
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No, 16. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Governor- General in Council in Bengal ; dated 9th November 1814. 


X.ettcr from the Govemor- General in Council 
to the Court of Directors, dated 5th February 
1812. 

(2i) Revenue derived from Salt in 1810-11, 
Paras. 42 and 43 of Letter dated the Btb February 
1813, and Faroa. 2 to i of Letter dated the 7th 
December 1813, in continuation. 


Para. 11. The Annual Reports of the Board of Trade on the 
Salt Concerns of 1810-11, 1811-12 and 1812-13, exhibit the fol- 
lowing results : — 





Prime Cost. 

Quantity of Salt 
provided in 

Maunds. 


per 100 Maunds. 

Rs. a. p. 

* 1810-11 .. 

34.44..530 

— 

75 H » 

1811-13 .. 

32,66,940 

— 

78 7 a 

1813-13 .. 

40,56,113 


84 14 6 



Foreign and 

Total sold. 



confiscated Salt sold. 

Bengal Salt sold in 


Maunds. 

Maunds. 

l8lO-ll .. 

34.57.485 

10,61,718 

45>i9«3i>3 

181I-I8 .. 

33,82,751 

9,65.455 

42,48,206 

1812-13 .. | 

43,26,881 

5,08,198 

47»35>079 

1 

i 

j 


Of Foreign and 

Average of both. 



confiicated Salt. 


1 

Selling Price of 

Per lOOMaundi. 

Per 100 Maunds. 

Per 100 Maunds. 

Bengal Salt in 

Rb. a. p. 

Rb. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

1810-11 .. 

363 a 'll 

381 13 6 

336 10 0 

i 8 ii -]3 .. 

! 371 4 6 

383 11 10 

361 12 4 

1813-13 .. 

337 6 0 

388 3 8 

332 0 8 


Net Profit on the Salt Sales in 


iSiu-ll Rfi- 1,13.411684 

1811-13 1,13,67,489 

1813-13 1,14,40,303 


12. It appears from the foregoing abstract statements, that in the year 1812-13 there 
was a great increase in the provision of Bengal Salt ; that the prime cost of that species 
of Salt experienced a considerable augmentation in the same year; and that, though 
the sale-price was unusually low, the net- profit to the Company on the sales exceeded 
the profit of -any former years since the establishment of the monopoly, with the 
exception of the years 1803-4, 1807-8# and 1806-9. 


13. We 
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-'IS. We sanction the commission which you have authorized to be paid to the 
ag^ents^on account of the three years, 1810-11, 1811-12, and 1812-13 respectively. 

14* . Adverting to the voluminous Reports which are annually submitted by the 
Board of Trade, on the transactions in the Salt department, we concur in the opinion 
expressed in paragraph 3 of your Letter dated the 7th December 1813, that extracts 
from the correspondence so copious as those usually contained in these communications 
are unnecessary, and that more general Reports, accompanied with references to their 
recorded proceedings, would be equally satisfactory, care being taken that every thing 
of importance shall be brought into view, although in the most concise manner. With- 
out entering, therefore, in this place, into an examination of all the details of the 
Reports now before us, and the most important of which wo shall have an opportu- 
nity of noticing in reply to the sequel of your Letter, we shall confine our remarks 
to the measures which have been adopted for augmenting the provision of Bengal Salt. 

15. Tho difficulty which had been experienced, and the expense which had been 
incurred in tho years 1810 and 1811, in procuring a supply of Salt from tho Coast of 
Coromandel, to make up for tho deficiency in tho produce of Bengal, together with 
tho disappointment and inconvenience which resulted from a deficient supply of that 
article, notwithstanding the various encouragements that wore held forth to for<?igii 
importers, indicated the expediency of devising some means of promoting the exten- 
sion of the homo-nianufacturc. For this purpose, you resolved on increasing the price 
paid to tho Molunghces on all Salt delivered by them beyond the quantity stipulated 
ill their contracts, or beyond tho quantify which they ha<l been in the habit of deliver- 
ing, on the average of a given scries of years. Tho price paid to tho Molunghecs in the 
Biillooah Purgunnah (whore tho oxpcriiiiont was first made), for all the Salt delivered 
by them beyond tlio average produce of tho agency for the previous ten years, was one 
rupee per maund ; and a similar plan, under various modifications, was aftenvards intro- 
duced into the other agencies, 

16. A measure of this sort had the recommendation of being likely to secure a steady 
supply to the market, and to impose a check upon smuggling, by securing to the Molun- 
ghee a legitimate price for his surplus Salt, equivalent to tlie highest price given by tlie 
smuggler, and equivalent also to the amount of reward payable by Government for infor- 
mation of illicit hoards of that article. It probably did not escape consideration, too, 
that when, as in 1811-12, Bengal Salt sold for rupees 371, while Coast Salt sold for only 
rupees 283 per 100 maunds, a considerable addition might bo made to the price paid to 
tho Molunghces ; and that the profit on the homo-manufactured would still greatly 
exceed the profit on imported Salt. 

17. That the encouragement thus held out has had the effect of increasing the provision 
of home-manufactured Salt, is evident from the documents before ns ; and we doubt not 
that it has tended to the suppression of smuggling ; but we are far from being persuaded 
that it has augmented the revenue so much as the bounty would have done, had it either 
been less generally applied, or graduated on a more moderate scale. 

18. In the Tumlook agency, it appears tho increased price of labour and fuel urgently 
required some addition to be made to the price paid to the Mulunghees ; whereas the 

6 L 2 agent 
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agent for Hidgellee declared^ in hU Letter dated tlie 6th January 1812, the extension of 
Salt. encouragement to that agency to be neither necessary nor expedient. The Board of 

Trade, however, having suggested to the agent that the Moluiighees of his division, on 
iinding that an additional price for surplus Salt had been granted to the Molunghees of 
the neighbouring agency of Tumlook, might be desirous of sharing in a similar indul- 
gence, the plan was (improperly, in our opinion) introduced, merely on that ground, into 
the tiidgellee agency. The measure might be necessary in one agency, and altogether 
unnecessary in another differently circumstanced ; and at all events, it would have been 
time enough to have granted the indulgence when it was asked. 

19. Supposing, however, the expediency admitted, of a general increase of price to 
the Molunghees of the different agencies, the allowance of one rupee per maund, for the 
surplus Salt delivered beyond the amount stipulated in their contracts, or of the average 
deliveries of past years, seems to have been excessive. Of this, indeed, we have a partial 
acknowledgment in para. 14 of your Letter, in this Department, dated the 25th 
September 1813, where it is stated that you had required the Board of Trade to report 
upon the success which had attended the foregoing plan, and likewise on the expedieiKy 
of limiting the payments on that account, as, in the past season, the charges had proved 
very heavy, particularly in the 24 pergunnahs ;** and the fact is still more explicitly 
admitted in tlie 28th paragraph of your Letter, dated the 2d October 1813, where you 
observe, on the authority of the Report of the Board of Trade, that the quantity of 
Salt on hand exceeded the supply required to answer the periodical sales of the current 
year by nineteen lacs of maunds ; and that, considering the embarrassment to the public 
funds, anil likewise the increase to the public expenditure, which was likely to be experi- 
enced from so large an over-supply of this article, and which would, probably, be still 
further augmented, if the present system for the provision of Salt continued to be pur- 
sued, you had directed the attention of the Board, not only to the expediency of reducing 
tlie annual importations from the Coast, but also to that of adopting means to 
limit the provision of Salt in the respective agencies, and particularly in the district of 
Cuttack,” 

20. Not only is the charge which has thus been unnecessarily incurred, matter of 
serious regret, but the excessive increase, and subsequent reduction, of the bounty granted 
to the Molunghees is calculated, we fear, to occasion fluctuations in the Salt supplies 
very unfavi.urable to the interests of Government. 

21. Since the preceding paragraphs were written, wo have received your separate 
Letter in this Department, dated the 5th February 1814; and though you will perceive, 
from the tenor of the foregoing remarks, that wo were prepared for a modification of the 
plan introduced in 1812, for augmenting the Salt provision, we own that we had not 
anticipated a complete abandonment of the system, as now announced to us, and that we 
were by no means aware of the vast expense attending it. 

22. Wo learn from paras. 28 to 37 of the Letter referred to, that the arrangement by 
which an additional price was paid to the Molunghees for the surplus Salt, had so far 
increased the produce of the Bengal and Cuttack agencies beyond the quantity requirefd 
to answer the annual Salt sales, that the balance of Salt likely to remain in store at the 
close of the year 1813 or 1219, Salt-style, amounted to maunds 26,15,721 ; that in order 

to 
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io prevent further aocumulation^ and at the same time to reduce the existing balance in 
store> you had ordered the quantity to be produced in 1220 to be limited to maunds 
37*72,000, and the quantity to be exposed to sale in the same year to be augmented to 
maunds 47,00,000 ; that, with the same view, you had suspended your former orders for 
the extension of the monopoly to the Southern Division of the Province of Cuttack ; that 
you had directed the entire abolition of the surplus-plan ; and that, as a compensation 
to the M oluughees for their disappointment, you had sanctioned the distribution of a sum 
of money among that description of persons in the agencies of Hidgellce, Tumlook, 
Bullooah, and Chittagong, amounting, in the aggregate, to sicca rupees seventy-five 
thousand one hundred and eighty-two (75,182). 

23. These sudden changes of measures cannot fail to be productive of very bud effects 
upon the interests of the public, and of the class of persons employed in the Salt manu- 
facture. Y our statement, that a reduction had been effected in the estimated expense of 
providing Salt, in the year 1814, at the four Bengal agencies, amounting to sicca rupees 
eight lacs sixty-one thousand seven hundred and seventy-two, (8,61,772,) justifies the 
inference that a very largo sum had been unnecessarily expended on the provision of 1813. 
Tins expenditure, indeed, must have been positively pernicious, as well as unnecessary 
and wasteful) because it had an obvious tendency to allure people from other employ- 
ments, to engage in the Salt manufacture, who, after the encouragonient was withdrawn, 
would probably find it difficult to resume the occupations which they were thus tempted 
to desert. 

24. We are also approhonsive, that the simultaneous resumption of the encourage- 
ments to the manufacture of Bengal Salt, and to the importation of Coast Salt, may 
occasion a future deficiency of supply, in some degree proportioned to the redundant 
supply which was produced by the combined operation of these encouragements. 

25. In the w hole of these proceedings we have been concerned to observe a want 
of foresight, united with an unfortunate tendency to go from one extreme to another ; 
and we are sorry to add, that a derangement of the course of public industry seems 
to be the only result of a very expensive experiment in the management of our Salt 
concerns. 


No. 17. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Secret Committee of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, to the GovernGr-Gcneral in Council at Fort William, 
in Bengal ; dated 10th May 1816. 

Para. 10. Under the 53d George III., chapter 155, section 6, salt may be legally 
exported from this country to India, and as any of his Majesty’s subjects proceeding in 
ships navigated according to law upon a voyage to the East-Indies, are permitted by the 
.54th George ill., chapter 34, to touch and trade at the Capo de Verde Islands, where 
Salt may be procured at a very low price, we think it necessary to instruct you to take 
immediate measures for the protexstion of our Salt revenue. With this view wo direct 

that 
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OF MONOPOLIES, that you will lose no time in preparing and transmitting home for our sanction, a regula- 
tion imposing such a rate duty on the importation of all foreign Salt, as shall hare 
the cflTect of securing the revenue derived from that article, by which regulation it should 
be provided. that the merchants shall be at liberty to deposit such Salt in the warehouses 
of the Government, previously to the payment of the duty, but that no such Salt shall .be 
removed from thence until the duty be paid, 

11. We desire that in framing both the Opium and Salt regulations you will consult 
with your law olficers, with the view of preventing any legal difficulties in the way of their 
obtaining the sanction of the authorities in this country. 

12. We fully rely on your active and zealous co-operation on an occasion where the 
public interests arc so deeply concerned, and trust that you will lose no time in carrying 
our directions into effect. 


No. 18. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Governor- General and 
Council in Bengal, to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
&c. &c. &c. ; dated lltli October ]816« 

Para. 1. We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch under 
date the lUth May last, communicating your sentiments on the means possessed by the 
Honourable Company and their several Indian Governments of guarding the revenue 
derived from the exclusive manufacture and sale of Salt and Opium ; and conveying your 
directions that wo should prepare and transmit to you regulations imposing such duty on 
the importation of foreign Salt and Opium, as shall have the effect of securing the 
revenue derived from those articles. 

24. With respect to Salt, no regulation, we believe, will be required, either at Prince 
of Wales’ Island or Fort Marlbro*. 

25. How far the different circumstances under which a revenue is drawn from Salt at 
Madras and Bombay may render necessary, in the rules framed at those Presidencies 
respectively, some deviation from the draft now framed by us, the Governments of those 
Presidencies will, of course, best be able to judge ; and we do not conceive that any 
material advantage would result from a reference to this Government on account of 
variations arising from such a cause. 


No. 19. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor- General in Council in Bengal ; dated 24th October 1817. 

Letter fiom the Governor- General inj Para. 27. The Salt Accounts for 1814-15 exhibit a much more 
Council to the Court of Director*, dated unfavourable vicw of this important branch of our revenue than 

(75 to 81 ) Salt Accounts for 1220 s. s or any which have been brought before us since 1806-7. The net 

1811-15. I profit on file Salt sales of 1814-15 is stated at rupees l,01,87i667 

being 
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being less than the net profit in the year immediately preceding by rupees 20^08^4 17i 
and less than the average net profit of the seven preceding years by rupees 14^52^096. 
lliis decrease of profit is attributed to three causes: 1st, To an increase in the cost 
and chaiges of the Salt provided ; 2dly, To a diminution of the quantity sold ; and, 
3dly, To the reduced prices obtained at ^e public sales. 

28. The Board of Trade state in their Report of the 12th September 1815, that there 
was an increase of rupees 3. 3. 11. per 100 maunds in the cost and charges of the Salt 
sold in 1220,* (1814-15) occasioned by the establishment having been borne by a smaller 
quantity of Salt in that year than in the year immediately preceding, and by the donationf 
which was granted to the Molunghees on account of the abolition of the surplus system. 
The provision of Bengal Salt in 1220 J having been maunds 11,00.177 less than the 
provision in 1219; and some of the items of charge in the Salt Department, such as 
callary rents. Zemindars moshaira and Salt-oflice charges being the same or nearly the 
same every year, whatever may be the quantity of Salt manufactured, they of course fall 
more heavily upon a smaller than upon a larger provision. Wo should, however, have 
expected that this circumstance would liave been at least counterbalanced by the cessation 
of the lieavy expense attendant on the surplus system. 

29. The reduction of maunds 0,02,276 § in the quantity of Salt sold in 1220, and the 
simultaneous fall in price of rupees 17. 3. 1. 1| per 100 maunds cannot, wo apprehend, be 
satisfactorily accounted for otherwise than by the prevalence of smuggling, which the 
proceedings noticed in .a preceding part of this despatch establish, beyond a doubt, to 
have been carried on to a great extent in Behar. 

30. The circumstance of there being no outstanding balances in the agencies of 
Tumlook, Hidgellee, and Bullooah and Chittagong, on account of the manufacture of 
1220, is creditable to the agents in those divisions. 

31. You will report to us the result of the measures which the agent in the 24 
perguiinahs was instructed to take for the recovery of the heavy balance of rupees 34,668, 
reported to be outstanding in that division, and for the detection of the embezzlements of 
which the native seiwauts were suspected. 

32. The defalcation in tlio Salt revenue for several years past has been to us matter of 
the most serious regret ; and though we have learned, from recent advices, that the sales 
in 1815-16 were more productive than tliose of tlie preceding year, wo cannot too 

earnestly 


« Cost per 100 maunds of 82 Sicca 
weight. 

1210 .. ..Us. 87 2 7 

1220 .. .. 90 6 6 

More in 1220 3 3 11 


§ Quantity of Salt sold in 

1219 .. Mds. 51,50,073 

1220 .. .. 45,48,397 


Less in 1220 .. Mds. 6,02,276 


t Rs. 75,182. 

t Provision of Bengal Salt in 

1219 .. Mds. 48,60,227 

1220 .. .. 37,69,050 

Less in 1220, Mds. 11,00,177 


II Selling Price per 100 Maunds in 

1219 .. Us. 321 0 5 

1220 .. .. 306 13 4 


Less in 1220 .. Rs. 17 3 1 
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OF MONOPOLIES, camcstly rccfmimend to your attention such measures as may appear most conducive to 
Salt* restoration and improvement of this branch of the public resources. It certainty 

ou^dit. under proper manajy;-ement^ to advance with the growing population and prosperity of 
the country ; and, as we have formerly had occasion to remark, we should, on every ground, 
greatly prefer a moderate profit on a large scale, to a higher profit upon a small one. W e arc 
aware, that as long as tlic Company continue to draw a large revenue from this article, the 
teni])tation to smuggle will continue to operate , but the temptation will be less pow^erful 
when the market is liberally supplied at a moderate price, than when it is sparingly fed, 
and the prices arc exorbitant. We take this (.ccasion most strongly to impress upon you, 
that nothing is further from our wish than tliat the population of the country should bo 
subjected to the alternative of paying extravagantly for one of the essential necessaries of 
life, or for procuring it by clandestine and illegal means. 


No. 20. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Cu\ernor-General in Council in Bengal ; dated 8th August 1821. 


Letter from the Governor- Goneml in Council, 
to the Court of Directors, elated 28th February 
1817. 

Letter 28lh February 1827— Faraa. 10 to 37. 

Letter 4th July 181(5 — Faras. 11 to 13 and 39 
to U. 

Letter 19th Scpteinbcr 1817 — Whole. 

Letter 2kh Oetober 1817 — Paras. 4> to 27. 

Letter 17th July 1818— FarHs. 47 to 59. 

Letter 30tli July 1819 — Faros. 40 to ‘18 and 79 
to 87. 

Proceedings relating generally to the provision 
of Salt for the Calcutta sales, and to what extent it 
may be necessary to carry the munufucturc of the 
Bengal and Ciittuck tigenelcs, and the importations 
from the Coast of i'oroinaiidel. 

all the measures that had been adopted for securing an abundant supply. 

12. Taking in one connected view the whole of your proceedings in relation to the 
provision of Salt, from the institution of the surplus system to the date of the latest 
ducunieiits in our possession, we eaiiiiot fail to be struck by the very great fluctuations in 
your nianageiiieiit of this branch of the revenue, which assuiiius much more the appear- 
aiice of a series of experiments towards tlie discovery of an efiicient ponnaiieiit system, 
than of a .system itself; and, though we are aware that a defiiiite and well-regulated 
scheme of management can only be founded on the well-established results of successful 
ex])erieiiee, yet we think it must be obvious to you, on impartial retrospection, that the 
experiments have been too hastily aiul generally made, and too hastily and generally 
abandoned. The surplus system, for example, was alike carried into effect and abro- 
gated, in all the agencies simultaneously. 

1‘1. It is suflicicntly on record that there was great difficulty in procuring a sufficient 
su])ply for the periodical sales prior to 18 12- 113; in consequence of which difficulty, 
encouragements had been given to large importation. The flourishing state of the Bengal 

manufacture 


Para. II. In (^ur Despatch of 9lh November 1814, wo re- 
marked on the tendency to go from one extreme to another in 
your proceedings relative to the provision of Salt, and expressed 
our apprehension that the simultaneous resumption of all the en- 
couragements which had been given to the several sources of supply, 
might c»ccasion a future deficiency in some degree proportioned to 
the redundancy which has resulted from the combined operation of 
those eucouragenients. Such a deficiency has occurred, and though 
it is attributed by you o.xclusively to extraordinary calamity of 
season, we cannot but think that a very considerable share of it 
must be ascribed to the sudden and simultaneous abandoimient of 
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manufacture in 1812-13 induced the Board of Trade to sug^^st that those encourage- M^>NOPnT.iK.'». 
ments should be withdrawn. "sulT 

14. The deficiency of the supply prior to 1812-13 was considered to have been owing^, 
ill a very great degree, to the prevalence of extensive illicit traffic, the Molunghces 
obtaining from the dealers in smuggled Salt a higher price tlian that paid by Govern- 
ment. It was therefore proposed that one rupee per niaiind, the price demanded by the 
Molunghecs from the dealers in smuggled Salt, should be puiil by Goveriinient to them 
on all surplus Salt produced by them above their tahoods. This plan was carried into 
effect in 1812, at all the agencies, under the denoininution of the surplus system ; and it was 
expected tliat the advantages of this system would be immediately visible, in the satis- 
faction of the manufacturers, in the amelioration of their condition, in the stimulus which 
it would give to their industry, in reinoving from them the motives to illicit trade, in the 
consequent decrease of smuggling from the Aiirungs, in the decrease of illicit trafiic gene- 
rally, in the increase of produce, in the increase of quantity delivered at the (loverninent 
gnlahs, and in the iiuToasc of profit to Gtwernment. 

15. That many of these advantages attended tlife adoption of the siir])lus system is 
unquestionable ; but its operation, combining with the eftects of two very favourable 
seasons, was attended with so large a surplus produce that the stock in hand . t the begin- 
ning of 1814 amounted to Gj , 00,000 maiinds, exceeding the quantity requirinl for (he 
sales of the year by 10,00,000 maiinds. It was therefore determined to abolish the sur- 
plus system, and to restrict the mnnufucture below the average quantity required for the 
periodical sales, till the balance in store should be reduced to the standard at which it 
might be expedient to maintain it. 

16. It was now stated, as a paramount disadvantage inseparable from the continuance 
of the surplus system, that it would cause a poriiiaiieut injury to the Salt revenue, by 
causing a heavy increase in the expenses of the agencies, and involving the necessity of 
purchasing at an enhanced price a much larger quantity of Salt than could he required 
for the pcricKlical sales. 

17. Among the meiftis of restricting the manufacture, it was suggested to abandon a 
certain number of the Aunings. It was at this time observed by the Ilidgelleo agent 
(13th November 1813) that, “if any of the Aiinmgs were laid aside, it miglit he doubted 
if they could again be made efficient. The jMoluiighees might lose confidence in an 
employment on which their families had depended for generations, and might seek other 
sources of subsistence ; and it might hence be diffic*ult, if not impracticable, to increase 
the provision again when circumstances at a future period might make it expedient to do 
so.’* This remark was applicable, not only to the abandonnioiit of Aurungs, but to 
every other cause by which a number of Molunghecs miglit be thr(iWii out of employ, 
and its truth has been verified by the great ditliculfies you have recently experienced in 
your endeavours tt) enlarge tlie produce of the agencies. 

18. It was evident that (he great and sudden restriction of the ni.iiiufaclnrc must 
either throw many Moluiigliees out of enqdoyiiient, or renew, with atldilioiial force, iheir 
former temptations to illicit traffic. Such was the result; many Molunghecs were thrown 
out of employment, and a very enlarged illicit traffic appeared among the immediate con- 
sequences of the restriction 

6 M 
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19. Ttie reduction of the balance in store was now a primary oligect with you^ and 
your Letters, as far down as the second of those now under reply (28th February 
1817), pointed out the progress whidi you were making iu this reduction by means of 
continued restriction on manufacture and importation. In the Letter last referred to, 
you expected that the balance in store would be reduced by the end of 1817 to about 
14,00,000 maunds, at which amount you considered it would be expedient to maintain it, 
to guard against future deficiency from unfavourable seasons. But in the Letters of the 
4th July and 10th September following, you inform us, that, in consequence of the sin- 
gularly unfavourable circumstances of the season of 1817, the restrictions on importation 
had been suspended, the sales of the year had been but 44,00,000 instead of 46,00,000 
maunds as had been intended, and the stock in hand had been reduced to 3,30,589 
maunds. The provision of the year was thus found on the 19th September to have 
fallen short of your expectations on the 28th February by 12,69,411 maunds.* You 
found it necessary, therefore, to enlarge the provision of the Bengal agencies, and the 
importation from the coast of Coromandel. 

20. Ill your Letter of 24fh October 1817, you communicate to us the results of the 
reports for which the Salt agents had been called on, with respect to the capabilities of 
the Bengal Aurungs, and their maximum, medium, and minimum produce under the 
several contingencies of favourable, moderate, or unfavourable seasons ; and you enter 
into a speculation on the probable results of these several contingencies in connection 
with the several contiiigoncies of the results of the Cuttack agency, and of enlarged or 
restricted importation. In consequence of the views which these several results presented 
to you, you directed an enlarged importation from the coast, and ordered the several 
Salt Agents to form arrangements for the manufacture of tiie maximum quantity speci- 
fied iu their several estimates. 

21. In your Letter of the 17th July 1818 you inform us, that, with reference to the 
deficient sales of the preceding year, and the high price of Salt then prevalent, you had 
resolved on bringing to sale 48,00,000 maunds, and on selling a larger quantity tlian 
usual at the earlier sales, and tliat, in pursuance of this resolution, ^ou had already sold 
at the three first sales of 1818, 35,00,000 maunds ; but that the produce of the agencies 
having been less than the medium produce, and the supplies from Cuttack having been 
very deficient, it would be necessary either to reduce the proposed quantHy of die 
September sales, or to include in them a disproportionate quantity of foreign Salt. 
With a view, however, of supplying as large a quantity of Pungah Salt as possible, 
you intended to sell by anticipation two lacs of maunds of Cuttack Salt, to be delivered 
by the 1st February 1819, which you inform us in your Letter of 30th July 1819 had 

been 


• Balance in Store ; end of 1816 .. •. 23,96,230 f 

Expected to be reduced 14,00,000 

Actually reduced to • . . . . . 3.30,589 

To.69.41 1 

Soles less than intended, by .• .. .. 2,00,000 

Provision short of Estimate 1817 . • 


12,69,411 
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l>€«n favourably effected ; but the deficiency on the produce of the agencies and in the 
supplies from Cuttack had compelled you to reduce the September sales of 1818 from 
13 lacs, as proposed, to 12 lacs of maunds, and tliat consequently the sales of 1818 had 
been reduced in quantity one lac of maunds below the scale you had originally deter- 
mined, to ^adopt. You add that, for the same reasons as in 1818, you had resolved on 
bringing 48,00,000 of maunds to sale in 1819, which we find you effected,* and that, 
from the very small amount of the balance in store, you had authorized an unrestricted 
manufacture in the several agencies, and had required the same largo importation as in 
the preceding year from the coast of Coromandel. You observe that you shall never- 
theless anxiously labour to place the system permanently to be pursued on such a f()ot- 
ing as to secure the greatest practicable public advantage, although present emergencies 
may compel you to depart from that course which, under ordinary circumstances, you 
should have deemed it right to pursue. You observe also, '' We informed the Board at 
the same time that it was of course desirable to avoid, if possible, any increase in the 
cost of manufacture, provided the requisite quantity could bo otherwise secured. It is 
still more essential to the prosperity of this branch of the revenue that any encourage- 
ment which may be given to the manufacture should be of a kind to be permanently 
continued without inconvenience, so that the quantity manufactured may not exceed what 
the fixed annual demand of Government requires. Any sudden and temporary increase 
which shall lead to subsequent restrictions, similar to Uiose which have been necessarily 
imposed for some years past, must, in our judgment, infallibly be followed by an en- 
larged illicit traffic ; whereas it may be hoped that, if the capabilities of the several 
agencies are judiciously called forth under an active, prudent and well-regulated system 
of management, the almost entire produce of the country may be brought into the Go- 
vernment golahs, and a check be thus given to smuggling much more effectually than by 
any direct measures of prevention.’* 

22. The establishment, however, of a definite, well regulated system of management 
must depend on the full and clear understanding of the following points ; '^Fhe probable 
permanent standard of the annual demand; the consequent permanent standard of the 
annual provision ; the respective proportions of that provision which it may be desirable 
and practicable to supply from the respective sources of inaiiufaclurc and importation ; 
the manner^and degree in which the interests of your Presidency, and those of the Presi- 
dency of Fort St. George, may be affected by the adjustment of these proportions; and 
the amount of the balance which it may be desirable to hold periiiaiieiitly in store, to 
guard against the deficiencies of unfavourable seasons. 

23. These points you have repeatedly brought to our notice as having been referred 
for the report and opinion of the Board of Trade, of the several authorities subordinate 
to that Board, and of the Government of Fort St. George. 

24. In your Letter of 17th July 1818, you refer us to a Report of the Board of 
Trade, dated 23d September 1817 ; and we find recorded on your consultations of IGth 

December 


• Three Srit Salee 35,00.000 

September Sftlee, Coniultations, 1st Oct. 1819 •• 13,00,000 

48,00,000 
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OK »niN(>i*oi,iKs. December 1818 , a Letter from the Secretary to Government at Fort St. George, dated 
— lOtli November 1818 , transmitting a communication from the Board of Revenue with 
respect to the supply of Salt from the coast to Bengal. 

‘jr). We also find recorded on your Consultations of the 6th May 1819 , a report of 
your Boaid of Trade on the above commiiuication, and your consequent refly to the 
Govenimeiit of Fort St. Geotge. After so repeatedly calling our attention to your 
expectation of those communications, we are surprised at your not liaving, when they 
were at length received, brought tliom specifically to our notice. 

‘ 26 . The probable permanent standard of the annual demand, and the consequent per- 
manent standard of the annual provision, arc assumed by the Board of Trade in their 
Report, dated ‘ 2 :ld September 1817 , at 46 , 00,000 mauiids. This estimate docs not ap- 
pear to be made on any satisfactory grounds. Wo see, indeed, every reason to think 
that this may be assumed as the miiiunum amount of the demand of the market, sup- 
posing all circumstances to continue as at present ; and that at the same time, even 
under present circumstances, a larger qtjantity might be advantageously sold. I he 
amount of the sales, the amount of the selling price, and the net profit of the revenue 
have increased together during the last four years: vts. 


In a subsequent 
Collection 
“ Salt Account.” 


liii or 1815-16 .. 

1222 or 1816-17 • • 

1223 or 1817-18 .. 

1224 or 1818-19 -• 


Maunds of Salt. 

Net Profit. 

Selling Price. 


Sa. Rs. 


39.34.663 

83,84,568 

1 314 is 0 

1 44 , 4 «, 67 (i 

1 9 <V, 7 , 85 t 

! 3 :i 4 8 4 

45.18,697 

1 1,04,66,030 

336 3 0 

1 47,95,343 

1 1,11,42,639 

1 34 t 4 3 


‘ 27 . It is evident that improved efficiency in the checks to illicit traffic will increase tlie 
demand on the lawful market. We speak only of the actual demand of the market as it 
now exists, without taking into cousideratiou the probable increase of demand from the 
improvement of the countrj' and the increase of population. Increased demand from the 
latter causes will be gradually progressive, and may be met by gradually progressive 
measures. 

‘ 28 . 'ITie profit derived by you on the coast Salt sold at the Calcutta sales is confessedly 
very inferior to that derived from the Salt luuuufaciured at the Cuttack 'and Bengal 
a«encies. In the degree in which the joint profit derived by you and tlic Uovorniiicnt of Fort 
Sn George from the coast Salt is inferior to the single profit derived by you on the Salt 
of your own agencies, a loss is sustained by the trade in coast Salt ; and tlie Company, 
which is equally interested in the transactions of both Presidencies, must be considered a 
loser by the diflerence, there will remain only the advantage derived by the ship-owners 
to be set off against this loss ; and unless it can bo sliown that the advantage derived by 
them is, «m an enlarged view of the question, an advantage well purchased by the low 
sustaineil by us, the expediency of continuing the importation of coast Salt is not on this 
ground made apparent. The necessity of importation will then stand on the sole ground 
of the inadequacy of the agencies to the supply of the market. This inadequacy is by no 
means clearly established. The very great redundancy of the supply under the operation 
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't)f the surplus system, and the very extensive measures which, iii coiiseciueiice of tliat monopoliks. 
redundancy, you adopted for checking the too gfreat production of the af^t'iicies, would 
seem to show that the ag^encies alone are, under certain circumstances of eiicouragemciit, 
even more than adequate to the full supply of the market. 

29. TSle Board of Trade in their Report dated 2i3d September 1817. advert to a 
Letter addressed to the Government of Fort St. George by the Board of Revenue at tliat 
Presidency on the 12th November 1813, from which it w'ould appear that the revenue 
derived by the Government at Fort St. George from Salt exported to Bengal is very 
inconsiderable ; but that the trade being of material assistance to the ship-owners, the 
Board of Revenue would, on the latter account only, regret its extinction. 

30. It appears from the Report of the Madras Bt>ard of Revenue, dated the 5th No- 
vember 1818, that the profit to the Madras treasury on a Madras garce of Salt, 120 
Bengal maiinds, is on an average about eight An‘ot rupees;* and though the Board of 
Hevemio propose, when the stock in hand at Covelong is exhausted, to confine the exports 
to Bengal chiefly to Rajahmuiidry and Nelloro, when it will be fair to calculate the 
average revenue derivefl by the Company at the Madras treasury on Salt exported to 
Bengal at 12 Arcot rupees per garce, still the profit is so inconsiderable as to weigh 
nothing in the scale against the great inferiority of the profit deii\ed by you from the 
sale of the imported Salt, compared to that derived troni the Salt of the agencies. Ihe 
difference is estimated, in the Report of the Madras Board of Revenue, at about 84 
rupees per 7, maunds ; but it,appears to be most correctly estimated by your Board of 
Trade on an average of ten successive years (excluding the years of the surplus system), 
at G3. 5. 7. per KX) maunds. The loss 8ustaine<l by the general Government is therefore 
sicca rupees 54 on every 100 maunds of coast Salt imported by your Presidency. !* The 
loss on 3,00,000 maunds is 1 ,62,000 sicca rupees. 

31. " If,” says the Madras Board of Revenue, “ by relinquishing altogether the im- 
portation and sale of Coast Salt in Bengal, and increasing to a corresponding extent the 
sale of Bengal Salt, the price of the latter would not be atfected, nor the total quantity 
of Salt purchased in any material degree diminished, it would follow that this sum (of 
sicca rupees 1,62,000) is sacrificed, and that all considerations immediately connected 

with 


• Vizagapatam . . 
Hajahmiindry. . 

Ncllore 

Covelong 

Tanjore 

i 

f Loss to Bengal 
Gain to Madras 


Total Chaigcs. IVofit to the 
Sa. Its, Madrus Treasury. 
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Twelve Arcot rupees per Madras garcc being 8a. Rs. 9. 5. 7. per 100 Bengal Maunds. 
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with the merchants and inhabitants of the coast ought to give way before so serious a 
sacrifice of the public revenue.” 

32. It appears^ so far as we have at present means to judge^ that the interests of the 
Government of Fort St. George are not promoted by the exportation of coast Salt ; that 
tlic interests of your Presidency siitfer by the importation of it, and that theSiily two 
arguments for its continuance beyond the absolute deficiencies of the agencies are> Ist^ the 
necessity of promoting to a certain extent the interests of the ship-owners at the expense 
of your own revenue ; and, 2dly, the necessity of supplying the market with a certain 
quantity of the worst kind of Salt. 

33. With respect to the first of these points, wo cannot admit it as deserving of 
consideration, unless it were shown that, through the limited encouragement given to 
these ship-owners, an advantage were derived by the Government or the PubliCj of 
which, under any other circumstances, they would be deprived. 

3^1. With respect to the second points the necessity of supplying the market with a 
certain quantity of the worst kind of Salt, the J3oard of Trade is of opinion that, because 
a part of the population has become habituated to a bad kind of salt, and prefers it on 
account of its cheapness, the Government must necessarily continue to bring a certain 
proportion of inferior Salt to sale, and that this inferior Salt can, with most advantage to 
the revenue, be furnished by importation from the coast of Coromandel. We think the 
solidity of this opinion very questionable. If the whole quantity supplied were Pungah 
Salt of the agencies, or if the requisite quantity of inferior Salt were supplied by Kur- 
kutch Salt of Cuttack, and if the supply of coast Salt were discontinued altogether, it is 
not to be supposed that the former purchasers of the coast'Salt would not become, to the 
extent of their means and necessities, piii'chascrs of the substituted supply ; they would 
purchase at least an equal, and, in all cases in which their means would admit it, to a 
greater money value than before : it is matter of easy calculation that the same gross 
receipt on a given quantity of coast Salt, and on a smaller quantity of Bengal Salt, yields 
a higher net profit in the latter than in the former case the public revenue, therefore, 
would not sutler by the change ; but it may be said that the means of the poorer classes 
of the community enable them to consume only the smallest possible quantity of the 
worst kind of Salt, and that if the worst kind should cease to be supplied, the inevi- 
table diminution of the quantity of their consumption will be a serious grievance to them, 
to which the improved quality will not be a counterbalancing advantage. This diffi- 
culty, however, is sufficiently met by the remarks of the Board of Trade, in their Letter 
of 30th March 1810; that the measure of relinquishing the importation of coast Salt 

would 


* Example 1B17-18. ' 

The sale price per 7o roaunda Bengal Salt was . . . . 360 7 10 

Ditto Coast Salt 270 0 10 

The net profit per 7o maunda Bengal Salt was . . . , 276 0 5 

The Coobt Salt 167 4 10 

20,000 rupees would have purchased, of Bengal Salt . . 5,548 mda. 

— * — of coast Salt 7,405 3 14 

Ket profit on 5,548 maunda of Bengal Salt 15,313 7 9 

On 7,405. 3«. 14c. of coast Salt 12,407 6 3 
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would ultimately be attended with a proportionate advantage by enabling them (pro- 
vided the Bengal and Cuttack agencies were capable of satisfying^ without any risk uf 
failure, the entire demand of the Bengal market) to give to the consumer a bettor 
Salt at the price probably now paid •for coast Salt, and by bringing an increased 
qiiantityeof Pungah Salt to sale, to make up fnr the diminution which such an arrangement 
would naturally occasion in the price ; and by lessening the temptation, to give a serious 
chock to the illicit niaiiufacturo and traHic in Salt.” 

35. Still it is evident that the interests of the Bengal Presidency are promoted in 
proportion as the quantity of Cuttack and Bengal Salt predominates over that of foreign 
Salt in the periodical sales : it is therefore incumbent on you (giving all due consideration 
to the interests above-mentioned) to aim at supplying the sales with the tnaxiinuni of 
Cuttack and Bengal Salt, that the capabilities of the agencies will allow, aiul the demand 
of the market will require, and with the minimum of coast Salt that the deficiencies of 
the agencies, and a liberal consideration of the interests above- menlioiicd may render it 
imperative on you to supply. 

3G. The Board of Trade is of opinion that 3,00,CXX) maiinds of coast Salt will be an 
adequate permanent standard of importation ; and though present circumstances have 
obliged you to exceed this <pjaiitity as a temporary arrangement, and to extend the 
importation to 8,00,000, we conceive that, witli the agencies in a proper state of effi- 
ciency, and a proper balance in store, it will never he necessary that a larger quantity 
than 3,00,000 should he imported. Under such a limitation of the supply, we trust that 
the Government of F'ort St. George will experience little difficulty in furnishing you with 
the heat description of Salt, find in eirecting an arrangement by which that supply may 
reach Calcutta in an unadulterated state. 

37« In taking into your consideration the measures of entirely disjiensiiig wdtli the supply 
which you have been in the practice of drawing from fhe coast,’it will ho necessary to hear 
in mind the effects which any sudden abandonment of the demand from Bengal woultl have 
upon the Salt Revenue of Fort St. George, either by throwing so considerable a quantity 
of the produce of that Presidency on the hands of the Government, or by affording the 
Moluiighees the means of creating an extensive contraband traffic. 

38, Tlie very small balance of Salt in store, and the inadequate production of the 
agencies during the two or three past seasons, evidently rendered necessary the directions 
you have given, for enlarged importation as a temporary measure, and of going tlio 
Molunghccs of the Bengal agencies to under.staiid that they shoukl be allow ed to extend 
the manufacture, without restriction to the quantity which might be specified in their 
respective tahoods. You have also authorized, on the suggestion of the Salt agent, tlie 
revival uf the surplus system in Cuttack with certain modifications, which will render 
the extra expense from the measure very trivial, in comparison with the great advantages 
that promise to result from it, both to Government ami to the people of Cuttack ; to 
Government, from the enlarged produce of the agency, which is confessedly its most pro- 
fftahle source of supply ; to the people, from restoring to them in its full extent a branch 
of beneficial employment, the restriction of which had operated most injuriously on their 
prosperity, and of which restriction, after the promises which had been held out to them, 
they had very just reason to complain. 
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39. The amount at which it may be eapedieut to maintain the balance of Salt in atore^ 
you estimate, in your Letter of 28th February 1817* at 14|00,000'maund8. And we 
observe, that in the Board of Trade*s Letter of 30th March 1819, and in your Secretary’s 
Letter of 6th May following, the proposed amount of. the balance in store is. .15>00,Q0O 
inaunds, viz. 10,00,000 in Bengal, and 5,00,000 in Fort St. George. There are many 
considerations which induce us to question the sufficiency of these estimates, llie balance 
in store at the end of 1816 was Maunds 23,99,230 


The balance you expected on the 28th February 1817, would be reduced I 
by the end of 1817 to about 14,00,000, but it was actually reduced to f 
You were thus obliged to draw, for the supply of the year, from the 
balance in store 


} 


3,30,589 

26,68,641 


And notwithstanding this, you were still obliged to sell 2,00,000 maunds short of the 
intended sales. Under the circumstances of this season, it would have been necessary 
to have bad in store, at the end of 1816, 36,86,641 maunds, in order to meet the full 
demand of 1817; and to have in store, at the end of 1817, a balance of 14,00,000 maunds. 
Notwithstanding the enlarged importation and unrestricted manufacture of 1818, the 
supply fell short of the estimate, and you were obliged to sell one lac of inaunds less than 
you had intended for the sales of the year. The* balance in store at the end of 1818, 
was 2,86,589. Under the circumstances of this season, it would have been necessary 
to have had in store, at the end of 1817, maunds 15,44,000, in order to meet the 
full demand of 1818, and to have in store, at the end of 1818, a balance of 14,00,000 
maunds. 

40. In the year 1818, the various sources of supply Were called on for unrestricted 
exertions. Taking the years 1817 and 1818 together, you drew from the balance in 

store 20,68,641 

44,000 


21.12,641 

and diminished the intended sales by 3,00,000 

Tlio joint deficiency of these two years was, therefore Maunds 24,12,641 


41. The minimum produce of the Bengal and C'uttack agencies is esti- 


mated at 33,53,000 

It is also stated to be at any rate not desirable, as a permanent measure, I ^ qq qqq 
to import from the Coast of Coromandel tnorc than / 

36,53,000 

The demand of the market has not of late been less than 46,00,000 


Deficiency in unfavourable seasons 9,53,000 

llierefore, in the event of two successive unfavourable seasons, the deficit of 19,06,0C0 
maunds must be supplied either by enlarged importation or by a balance to fihat amount 
in store. 

42. I'herefore, on the ground of experience, to guard against one Buch season as 1817., 
or two such seasons in succession as 1817 and 1818, would require a balance in' store of 
nearly 25,00,000 maunds ; and on the ground of calculation, to guard against two successive 

• unfavourable 
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- unfavourable seasons, yielding only the minimum produce, would require a balance iu monopoliks. 
store of nearly 20,00,000 maunds ; and in both eases the supply of the market would Salt" 

consume the whole of the balance. These considerations would seem to show, that the 
permanent standard of the balance in store ought not to be assumed at less than 
20,00,000 maunds ; but we do not by any means lay down this deduction as a rule for 
your guidance. We content ourselves for the present with calling your attention to a 
view of the subject which we conceive ought to be taken, in order that your prospective 
measures may derive the best use from the results of experience. 

43. In the preceding examination we have taken a careful view of the present state of 
information and opinion on all the important points connoefed with the provision cjf Salt. 

On some of these points the results of further experience appear to be wanting, before a 
definite permanent system can be established. In the mean time, by giving the highest 
degree of oiicouragement to the best source of supply, in revising with very judicious 
modifications the surplus system in Cuttack, by giving the second degree of encourage- 
ment to the second best source of supply, in sanctioning an unlimited manufacture in the 
Bengal agencies ; and by recurring ff»r the supply of present deficiencies to (he third and 
least beneficial source of supply, importation from the (’’oast of Coromandel, on an 
enlarged scale, as a temporary measure only, till the present necessities be removed, 
and till the various interests involved in the contitiiiance or abrogation of that importa- 
tion be better understood, you appear to have graduated your present measures on the 
most judicious scale which present circumstances allow, and to have left a sufficient open- 
ing for more permuneiit future arrangements. 


No. 21. 

EXTRACT Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Ci>urt of Directors to tho 
Governor- General in Council in Bengal ; dated 17th November 1820. 


liCtter from the Govornor-Gpucral in Council 
to the Court of Directors, dated 90th July 1823. 
(229 to 233) Temporary adoption of the surplus 
Rybtem, or an unhanred price on the Salt delivered 
by tho Moliiiigheea in excess of their engagement. 


Para. 52. Wk are desirous that the price allow'cd to the Mo- 
lunghecs for their Tydaad Salt .should, according to tho circum- 
stances of each place of manufacture, be such as to afford them 
an adequate profit, and that the greatest attention should be 
bestowed by the agents and their superintending officers in ascertaining as correctly as 
possible tho productive powers of the various Aurungs, before they enter into detailed 
engagements with the manufacturers. 

53. In general we conceive that this adequate price would suffice tt) call forth the pro- 
ductive powers of the several Aurungs to the full extent of their capabilities ; and if the 
engagements formed by the agents with the Molunghees were duly proportioned to those 
capabilities, the means of effecting a surplus produce would be so much limited that the 
danger of smuggling from that source would not bo very great. When a bounty, as on 
the present occasion, is given to each manufacturer fur all the surplus Salt which ho 

6 N may 
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may be able to deliver before the close of the manufacturingf season^ we are of opinion 
that this bounty should be regulated by the quality and quantity of the Salt delivered, 
and not with reference to its proportion of the tydaad, 

M. As it is to be expected that in proportion as you succeed in preventing smuggling, 
the demand fur the Govermnent Salt will increase, wo are led to hope the inconvenien-^ 
cies which induced Government in 1813-14 not only to abandon the surplus system, but 
greatly to diminish the tydaads of the several agencies, will not be again experienced ; 
and when such is the case a resort may be made to the surplus system with less appre- 
hension of danger. 


No. 22. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor- General in Council in Bengal ; dated 1 Ith July 1827. 


Letlei fioni (lu' Uovnnoi- General in Coimeil 
to the Court of Diieetors, dated ‘i3d Mareh 18:?!. 
(94 to 101 ; also Letter lOtli December and 
?X.Uh Jiilyl8‘-^3. paras, '^to 10; 17 and l.j8to 176) 
Salt accounts for the years IH1$-19 to 1822>2.S, and 
proviiiion for the years lH20-2*i and *23 ; also expla- 
nation <it the eurum^tancos which led to the high 
price of Salt in 1822, and of the measure*, taken 
for pre\entiiiir their recurrence. 


Para. 23. The results exhibited by the accounts of these years 
are certainly in a high degree satisfactory. They indicate good 
administratiou in all the agencies ; but we regret to observe that 
the very desirable object which you have long had in view, of 
olTecting an increa.se of revenue from enlargement of consumption, 
instead of an increase t)f price, has yet been so imperfectly attained. 
Ill the IfiOth paragraph of your Letter in this Department, of 3()th July 1823, you ob- 
serve that, thongli the prices liave been higher than we could have wished, the result 
of the statements*’ for 1820-21 and 1821-22 afford a gratifying evidence of the stability 
of this branch of the resoiirce.s of Goveniniciit. We are, however, of opinion, that the 
stability of the Salt revenue, as well as the comfort of the people, essentially depends 
upfiii tile extension of consumption. 

24. In that part of the 3d paragraph of your Letter of the 30th July 1823, in which 
you speak of fixing the net reveinie which it is necessary to draw from the Salt mono- 
poly, your meaning doul)tle>»s is, that whenever it appears that the average rate of 
consumption will, at the stated price, produce more than the amount which you have so 
fixed, the price shall be reduced. Of this principle we cordially approve, but should not 
less strenuously condemn any attempt to keep up the revenue of this amount through 
enhaiiceriient of price. The gn'ater the quantity on which a given revenue is raised, the 
liglitor, of course, ns you justly remark, i.s the faxatiou, and the more secure the public 
resources ; while another material advantage is, that by lowering the price you diminish 
the lernptation to suuiggling; and hence, that measures less annoying to the people, and 
of less expense, w ill suffice for it.s prevention. Wc are extremely happy to perceive that 
you attach importance to the diniiiiulion of the cost of this article to the people, which, 
to so great a part of them, constitutes their only luxury. Wo hope and confidently trust 
that there will be sufficient enlargement of sale to enable you to realize an adequate 

amount 
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•amount of revenue from this source^ consistently witli a reduction of price^ whicli of OF monopolies. 

course will be g^dual^ but finally we doubt not will be larg’e. Wo however wish you to 

consider whether, instead of periodical sales, the public nii^ht not be supplied with Salt 

from the Government warehouse.s at a fixed price, whereby the subordinate monopoly of 

the Salt merchants, who now purchase the Salt in lar^e quantities at those sales, would 

be prevented, and Salt would not be liable to those excessive fluctuations in supply and in 

price to which the article is now subjected. We only tlirow out these suggestions for 

your consideration. We are most anxious that a limit should be put to the rate of this 

tax, and that the people should have the benefit, in reduction of price, of any increase 

of sale which the progress of demand may produce. 

25. Wc are happy to perceive, by the experience of the last two or three years, that 
no apprehension is to be entertained of the want of means in the combined ag«*iicies, of 
extending the manufacture sufficiently to meet any demand ; and all that is wanted is, 
that the Superintending Board should carefully attend to the circumstances influencing 
the demand and supply, a correct estimate of which will always enable you to adjust the 
one of these to the other. 

26. We attach great importance to the experiment which is going on at Saiigor, and 

conceive that very sanguine hopes may be entertained of its leading to the discovery of 
improved method.s, by which the cost of production will be reduced, and the means of 
regulating the quantity to any state of demand w'ill be placed more completely and 
promptly at your command. r 

27. The prospect with respect to the supply of Salt from Madra-s has also materially 
altered, the quality having been improved, the relative price has so much increased, 
that a greater rate of profit has been derived from it than from the average of the Bengal 
manufacture. We are anxious to be furnished with a report on the comparative 
qualities of the Coast and Bengal Salt, and on the means which have been successfully 
adopted for improving the quality of the former. In procuring this information from the 
Goveriunent of Fort St. George, wo desire that you will enter into a full consideration of 
the advaiitagos to be derived by an unrestricted trade in Salt and Grain between the two 
Presidencies, as the iiiconveiuences resulting from the inferior quality of the Coast Salt 
can no longer be assigned as a reason for restricting the trade in tho.se articles. I'ho 
motive which exists for increasing it, as far as can be done without counterbalancing incon- 
venience, is sufficiently obvious. 

28. The attempt of the more extensive dealers to create a sub-monopoly in their own 
favour, which occasioned the rise of price in 1822, defeated itself with so niiich los.s and 
so much danger of ruin to the parties concerned, that wc think with you there is little 
hazard of any such purpose being renewed. You are now also u{)un your guard, and, 
in case of a repeated attempt, the indulgence which you granted to them w'ill not again 
be expedient. 


6 N2 
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No. ‘i3. 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor>Oeneral in Council in Bengal ; dated 1 0th June 1829. 

Letter from the Govenior-Genena in Counril, P«ra. 34. Thk correspondence to which we are here referred is 

to the Court of Director d»t^ 31st May 1827. voluminous : and we perceive by it tliat no small portion of your 
(137 to 147, and 234 to 237.) Corrcsnondence re- i a r au i i j ii ii i i a^ i 

faired to, in proof of attention to the improvement timCj SLllcl Of tnilt Oi th6 lociil OillCCrs cllKl ISoGtrci ilus b6Cn bcstuwcd 

of the Salt admini^ration, particularly in rcRpect are sorry not to be able to add that the good effects 

to two points : sufficiency of supply, and security * i r. • i . • i. 

• “ have been correspondent ; for neither m respect to sufficiency of 


of the Revenue ; objections against taxing the 
Karee Noon manufactured in Behar ; inquiries as 
to the good or ill effects of tlic Chokey system, and 


deputation of Mr. Chester for the purpose of in- 
quiry; increase of price to the Molunghecs in 
Bullooah and Chittagong, proposed by Mr. Ches- 
ter ; increase granted to those in the 24 peiigunnahs. 


supply, nor protection of the Revenue, do we see any reason to 
conclude that your securities are improved. Y ou observe that much 
of the subject was still under consideration, and could not be finally 
disposed of in the Letter then to be despatched. In these circum- 
stances We must content ourselves for llie present with repeating, as we have often done, 
our great anxiety that you should be able at last to mature your plans upon this great 
concern, and let us know with some degree of certainty, what it is, and what it is not in 
your power to effect. 

,‘15. We perfectly concur in your decision with respect to the Kharee Noon manufac- 
tured ill Behar, and in Om! sentiment on which the decision was grounded, that a measure 
is not advisable ** which cannot but be harsh in its operation upon the poorer classes, 
and at the same time productive of little, if any, net revenue to the Treasury/* 

.30. We ha^B obsci*ved on your consultations, though not noticed in your Letter, a 
correspondence with the local officers in the several agencies on the question respecting 
which we formerly communicated to you our doubts, vix, whether the separation of the 
golah and the manufacturing omlah, or performing botli sets of duties by one set of 
iiffieers, was attended with the greatest advantages. As far as a very general concurrence 
of opinion affords evidence, you had reason to decide as you did, that the plan of separa- 
tion is the best. You had also, we tlunk, evidence to justify the favourable opinion you 
retain of the Chokce system. 

37. Our attention has been attracted, in a particular manner, to the correspondence on 
the subject of increase of price to the Molunghees. You have recognized the necessity of 
granting an increase of three annahs per maund in Pergunnah Calcutta, under the appre- 
hension that the Molunghees would otherwise desert the manufacture. Yet the circum- 
stances stated in the letter of Mr. Secretary Mackenzie to the Salt Board, dated 
14th September 1821, and quoted in our Letter to you in this Department, dated 11th 
July 1827, led you to donbt the statements of the agent regarding the insufficiency of 
the existing remuneration. With respect to the other agencies you have suspended 
decision and desired further information, having deputed Mr. Chester, a Member of the 
Board, to perform for that purpose a local investigation. In the mean time, in order to 
obviate a threatened deficiency in the supply of the year, you had authorized an additional 
remuneration for any quantity manufactured after a certain date. And we cannot but 
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(Ipprelicnd, from (he whole import of the correspondence on the subject, that you will be 
under the necessity in future of paying^ a hig^her price for the manufacture, 

38. With this prospect of an increase of cost, added to all the difficulties under which 
you labour from uncertainty of seasons, fluctuation of supply, and still, after all your 
promises, insufficient supply, we cannot but express our surprise that the means of obtain- 
ing from tlio coast, without any uncertainty, any quantity which you may desire, and (as 
we are informed on good evidence) of the best quality, should constantly appear to 
escape your attention. We shall call for more complete information on the subject from 
the Madras Government, and shall not decide without mature consideration ; but the 
present impression on our minds is, that an arrangement far preferable to that which now 
exists might be made for obtaining the whole of your supply from the coast, and putting 
an end to the Heiigal manufacture, with its complicated and most expensive machinery, 
altogether. 

39. Your deliberations respecting the propriety of distributing Salt to the Molunghees 
for their own consumption ; of establishing retail shops in Chittagong upon the plan of 
those in Cuttack ; and of suppressing the manufacture of Noon Chye in Chittagong, 
offer no occasion for particular notice at present. 


No. 24 , 

EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors to the 
Governor-General in Council in Bengal ; dated 4th November 1829. 

Para. 22. On the occasion of stating their opinion respecting the quantity (.f Salt 
which it would be expedient to bring forward for sale during the year, tlie Hoard entered 
at large into the general pcjlicy of increasing the supply, and delivered it as their ronclu- 
sioii, that any extension much beyond the actual supply, would be attended with great 
loss to the revenue. 

23. We confess that their reasonings are far from being as satisfactory to our minds 
as they appear to have been to yours. It appears to us that the Board rather assume, 
than prove, the great fact upon which the whole question must turn, whether the popula- 
tion generally do, at the present prices, receive a full supply of the article ; or whether 
the high price does not compel them to content themselves with a quantity below what 
they would like to enjoy. It is not a solution of this question to tell us, that there is a 
certain quantity of Salt which answers the demand of every individual ; and when the 
individual has already the command of that quantity, he will increase it but little, how- 
ever much the price may be reduced. This nobody doubts ; but still the question 
remains, whether or not the population of Bengal do obtain this full quantity. The 
opinion which we have long entertained is that they do not ; and that at a lower price 
tliey would consume a larger quantity. 

24. ’ We are quite willing to allow, that on neither side of this question can an opinion 
be considered as more than probable. It is to be determined by experiment, and not by 
opinion, least of all by the opinion of the Salt merchants. Wc also fully concur with 

y<ui. 
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you, that in the present state of your finances, the experiment ought not to be tried in 
such a manner as to risk any considerable loss of revenue. But we see no reason to 
anticipate that such would be the effect of a moderate but steady increase of the quantity 
from year to year. The result of any one year, it is obvious, cannot be regarded as a 
test ; a series of years are required, more especially with the means which, under the 
present system, are possessed by the Salt merchants, of influencing the market, and which 
means the anticipation system, whidi you have since abandoned, was well calculated to 
augment. 

25. The difficulty of proc\iriiig from your own agencies, not only an increase of supply, 
but oven steadiness at the present amount, and the constantly increasing cost of produc- 
tion, we trust are at last prevailing upon you, to look to the coast as a source from which 
you may derive, with great advantage, a mucli larger proportion of your annual quantity 
than you have hitherto accepted from it. Our sentiments on this important point have 
been so often urged upon you on former occasions, that we shall not dwell upon tlicm at 
present. It is necessary for us, however, to take notice of your decision respecting the 
proposal of Mr. Trotter, which you have communicated to us in your letter in this 
Department, dated 30th October 1828, paragraphs 218 and 219. We have received a 
Memorial from Mr. Trotter, who was then in England, upon the same subject, and will 
state to you in a few words, what ha.s occurred to us respecting his proposal. 

26. It is Mr. Trotter’s opinion, and he appears to have bestowed a great deal of at- 
tention on the subject, that (he Coromandel Salt might undergo a process of purification 
at Calcutta, which would adapt it perfectly to the Bengal market ; that this article 
might always be supplied steadily, without dependence on the seasons or other cause of 
fluctuation ; 'Ifcat it could be supplied at a less cost than the Salt manufactured at your 
own agencies ; and that the quantity might be augmented to any extent which may bo 
deemed expedient. 

27. If these objects could be so obtained, it must be admitted that a great advantage 
would thence be derived to your Government. We think that you were perfectly justi- 
fied, in fact it would have been imprudent to have done otherwise ; in looking upon a 
new project of this nature with distrust, and in abstaining from any steps leading to 
its adoption, till you were convinced by satisfactory evidence that the results which 
it promised wore likely to be realized. At the same time there is so much probabi- 
lity in the anticipations themselves, that the proposition deserved a full and deliberate 
investigation before it was thrown aside. 

28. The Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, in forwarding to you the proposal of 
Mr. Trotter, stated certain reasons which appeared to them snfficicnt to justify its 
rejection. And upon these reasons of their’s you appear to have acted. The reason- 
ings of the Board, however, are conjectural, as much as those of Mr. Trotter, and are 
but a weak foundation on which to rest a conclusion of any importance. 

29. The Board take a favourable view, in our opinion one much too favourable, of 
the mode of providing your Salt by the present agencies. They next adduce some 
considerations to show that the cost of purification would be much greater than is 
stated by Mr. Trotter. We do not think that these considerations go far towards 
establishing the point ; and they are directly met by the proposal of Messrs. Alexander 
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«ijnd Co.> to contract for the supply of a certain quantity of purified Salt at tlic rate 
mentioned by Mr. Trotter. 

30. The Board state that the cost of apparatus^ and other requisites for making the 
experiment, would amount to a large sum. This undoubtedly is an important con* 
sideration. But the conjectural statement of the Board on this subject should not be 
taken as a proof of the fact. And, at all events, this objection docs not apply to 
the full experiment which might be made through the contract with Messrs. Alexander 
and Co, 

31. We arc disposed to lay more stress upon the objections, also adduced by the 
Board, that coast Salt may be obtained in suilicieiit purity for the Bengal market, with* 
out undergoing the process of purification. If so, there is, of course, no motive for sub- 
jecting it to that process. To this opinion, from all the infonnation we have received, we 
ourselves incline. But if such be the fact, it seta in a strong light the fault of your 
policy in so long and obstinately declining to avail yourselves of this great resource. 

32. The prejudice which, according to the Board, the natives have to the use of puri- 
fied Salt, we should not consider a formidable objection, because wc think by proper 
means it might soon be overcome. 

33. Wo are not prepared to pronounce an o])inion, cither in favour of Mr. Trotter’s 
plan or in opposition to it ; hut the circurnslunccs which are from time to time forced 
upon our attention, concur iu convinciiig us, that the present system is of very unluous 
management ; that vices prevail iu it^ which you ha\e neither succeeded in removing, nor 
are likely to remove ; and that the imperfections of it will in no long time compel you to 
think seriously of groat alterations. We therefore conceive it to be of the very greatest 
importance that, in the moan time, you should be careful to explore the merits of any 
suggestion that may be presented to you. \^'itll this view, we transmit the Momorial of 
Mr. Trotter, the substance of which you have already had before you, with a most 
sorious recomnieiidutioii that it may receive a far iiku-c deliberate consideration than that 
which was formerly bestowed upon it; and that the experiment, unless it is finally 
thought by you to ofter no reasonable prospect of success, and that it would involve an 
expense to (jovcrnnient exceeding the value of any probable ad\antago, should be made. 
We need not add, that if it be made, you should take all requisite security for its lieiiig 
fairly made ; and to save it from any chance (>f being defeated in the hands cither of 
prejudice or of adverse interest. Of your inquiries aiid experiments we desire that you 
will keep us continually apprized, as there is nothing to which wo attach a higher impor- 
tance than to the just and beneficial regulation of this branch of the revenue. We sincerely 
hope that, feeling witli us upon this point, you will lose no time after the receipt of this 
Despatch in instituting a full and fair inquiry ; and your exertions, wv are sure, will be 
zealous and unremitting till such time as you shall have perfected a system more in con- 
sonance with our wishes, and with the beneficent policy wc desire to make the rule of 
oup Government. 
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EXTRACT Letter in the Separate Department, from the Court of Directors, to the 
Governor- General in Council in Bengal, dated 23d February 1831. 


Letter from the Governor- General in Council to 
the Court of Directors, dated 8th December 
1829, 


Para. 6. On the first and more limited subject, the supply of 
the year, we have few observations to offer. Y ou considered it the 
(U^to 35) Correspondence with the Board of 'safest course to make no alteration in the existing mode, either of 

article or vending it; deeming it however necessary, 
niinistcring tiie Salt Department for the future, j consideration of the quantity on hand, to limit the amount of 
the manufacture. 


7. The correspondence of the Board is chiefly employed in establishing certain opinions 
which form the basis of the plan which they would recommend for the future administra- 
tion of this branch of the revenue. 

8. We shall first advert to a position^of their's which they had urged on a former occa- 
sion, viz» That the population supplied with Salt from the Calcutta sales consume as 
much as tht'y have occasion for, and would not increase their consumption if the price 
were reduced. We offered some remarks on this supposition in our Despatch in this 
Department, dated 4th November 1829, to which we have not yet received your answer, 
and to which we again direct your attention. 

9. It is stated in support of this opinion in the correspondence before us, that six seers 
of Salt is the annual consumption of one man ; and that, according to the most probable 
estimate of the number of inhabitants, this quantity is actually supplied to eaclu This 
however docs not appear to us to bo sufficient. The Board may know that six seers 
only are consumed at the present price, but we distrust their inference, that more would 
not be consumed at a lower price. 


10. As little satisfactory is their reference to the annual returns of golah clearances, 
to show that the increase of supply has kept pace with the increase of population. This 
has no tendency to prove that at every one of those dates the same population would not 
have taken off a greater quantity at a smaller price. 

11. We admit, however, that doubt may be entertained whether reduction of price 
would be accompanied by a proportional increase of consumption. This can be deter- 
mined only by experiment; and we agree that the experiment ought to be made 
cautiously by slight alterations at a time, either by a small reduction of the price, if the 
stores are opened at a fixed price, or by a small addition to the quantity sold, if the plan 
of periodical sales is persevered in. At the same time wo are decidedly of opinion, that 
for so important an object as cheapening to the population so material an article of con- 
sumption, a risk of some temporary diminution of revenue might not improperly be 
incurred. 

12. We do not think that it is evidence against the making of such au experiment, that 
the merchauts, when the sales have been large, have boon dilatory in making clearances 
from the golahs, and have left a quantity on hand till the succeeding year. It was 

obviously 
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obviously the interest of the merchants to keep up the retail price ; and if they enter* of monopouks. 

tained the hope, that by reserving a portion of the supply of the present year, they sllt” 

should induce the Government to lessen the supply of the subsequent year so far as to 

keep up the price in that year to the same level at which they had retained it in the 

forgoing year, they were relieved from the apprehension of loss on account of the (jiian- 

tity remaining in store. If they had been well assured of your steady perseverance in 

keeping up the augmented supply, the dread of a still greater reduction of price in the 

second year would have prevented them from keeping bark any portion of the supply of 

the first. We are of opinion, therefore, that the delay of the merchants in clearing the 

golalis is no proof that the market was incompetent to take oif a greater quantity at a 

smaller price. 

13. The arguments by which the Board dissuaded you from opening the golaVis at a 
certain fixed price, and in this manner trying how much would bq taken off for consumption 
under a slight reduction of price, an experiment which apparently would be attended with 
very little risk, appear to us likewise to require reconsideration. 

14. They told you that ** the departure from .the established course must operate to 
derange in some degree the existing methods of supplying the interior, and hence would 
not be free from risk.” This supposition appears to us to be groundless. The mer- 
chants now buy at your sales, and take the article out of your stores at such times, and 
in such quantities as suits their convenience for transmitting it into the interior. 'I'lieir 
having it in their power to go to your stores and purchase the quantity which they need, 
at the time when they need it, does not appear to us to iH»ce.ssitate any derangement of 
the existing method of supplying the interior. 

15. They further assured you, that under the necessity of clearing Salt actually pur- 
chased, there would bo a stimulus for carrying the article into the interior, which not 
being felt under the assurance of always being able to obtain it when wanted for a spe- 
culation, would operate to make the plan of fixed sales more favourable for the con- 
sumer than that of the fixed prices; besides that the former was in many respects more 
favourable to the revenue.” We think that these inferences are too hastily drawn. 

The stimulus for carrying tlie article into the interior, is in all cases the profit to be made 
by the transaction. The necessity of clearing the Salt purchased at the sales cannot 
have the effect ascribed to it, because practically it has no operation, it being one of the 
statements of the Board that the clearances are not made. One of the effects indeed 
which it seems reasonable to anticipate from keeping the golahs open for the supply at 
all times of all demands, is that of a regular supply to the consumer ; because, in that 
case, every person, without exception, can send Salt into the interior, whenever the profit 
is such as to afford him the inducement ; whereas, when a few merchants at your fixed 
sales take off in large purchases the whole quantity sold, they can afterwards, by with- 
holding supply, exercise for their own advantage a great degree of control over the 
price. That the selling at a fixed price should be more unfavourable to the revenue, if 
the quantity sold and the price at which it is sold are the same, is impossible. If the 
price is lowered by Government, on purpose that the experiment may be tried whether 
the lowness of price will not be compensated by increase of consumption, that is tlie Go- 

> 6 O vernment's 
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vernment’s own act^ the consequences of which it is willing to try ; consequences wholly 
distinct from those of a difference in the mode of conducting the Government sales. 

16. The Board give it as their opinion that the tax on Salt^ as now paid by the people, 
is little felt. Inferences of this sort, however, should be very cautiously admitted. The 
sum paid by each individual is indeed inconsiderable, but when we compare it with the 
small amount of the earnings of a poor ryot, the proportion does not appear to be small. 

17 . The plan recommended by the Board, on the strength of these arguments, is, that 
a quantity of Salt, to the extent of 45 or 46 lacs of maunds, and not more, should be 
disposed of at periodical sales in each year, and that of this no more than six lacs of 
maunds should consist of Salt from Madras. On the first of these propositions you did 
not think it necessary fur you to come to an immediate decision, further than related to 
the question of the present year ; but you concurred with the Board in their view of the 
permanent limit which should be applied to the amount received from the coast, though 
the Madras Government stated strongly their opinion that, with a view to the interests 
of botli Presidencies, not less than eight lacs ought to be steadily supplied. 

18. In addition to w hat is urged above, as grounds of doubt respecting the conclusion 
of the Board that 46 lacs of maunds is an adequate supply, we may still observe that 
though it is slated by the Board that, on the average of twenty years, the quantity of Salt 
cleared from the golalis and carried into the interior amounted to about 45^ lacs of 
maunds, it appears by the table you have transmitted in your Letter, that in the first ten 
years of this period, the average quantity consumed in tlie provinces intended to be sup- 
plied with your Salt amounted to 44,20,114, and in the last ten years to 47,88,230; in 
the last four years to 47,66,983. 

19- Upon a general view of the quantities, it is evident that the consumption may be 
considered to be progressive, and that the quantify of 47^ lacs of maunds may be consi- 
dered as that which, at the present time, may be expected to be sold without any diminu- 
tion of price. 

20. A yet more conclusive opinion may be formed upon this point if the prices in these 
three periods bo attended to. 

21. In the first period the average price was 334 rupees the 100 maunds ; in the second, 
377 ; in the third, in which the quantity sold was rather below the average of the ten 
last years, the price rose to 399 nipees, thus showing a steady demand on the part of the 
consumer at an increased price ; the average quantity sold in the last four years, pro- 
ducing at the average price of those years 1,90,20,262 rupees, and the average quantity 
of the ten years at the price of those years, 1,80,51,627. 

22. We have no intention to urge upon you the adoption of any views of ours, because 
we are satisfied that you have better means of arriving at an accurate conclusion than we 
have ; and our only desire is, that you should carefully and impartially exercise your 
own judgment. We have offered su(^ observations on the arguments of ^e Board ae we 
thought might deserve your consideraticei ; and we trust that you will always scrupu- 
lously examine for yourselves the reasons which are offered to you by subordiuate autho- 
rities; knowing that it is your peculiar duty tp check the biases to which, they ipay be 
liable. 
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" 23. The object of the regulation is two-fold ; first, to equalize 
the duty on the importation of Salt into the Western Provinces, 
and slightly to increase it, tlie duty on its consumption being at the 
same time repealed ; and, secondly, to impose an additional duty 
upon its importation into the Province of Benares. Wo are in 


I (30 to 41.) Correspondonce n-lative to the de- 
I sign of increasing the rate of duty on Salt in the 
Western Provinces, including Benares ; and a Re< 
gulution to that effect enacted. 


hopes that the first of these measures will not be injurious to the revenue, while it will 
certainly relieve the consumer from a duty of a vexatious nature. 

24. 1 hough in the province to which the second measure extends the tax upon Salt was 
lower than in those supplied from the Calcutta sales, wo believe that the population 
there was at least as highly taxed, in tlio proportion to its means, as the population in 
the other provinces ; and if so, it may be found that even your exchequer may not benefit 
by the imposition of a new duty. 

25. As the measiu'o has been sonic time in operation, we shall content ourselves for the 
present with desiring you to transmit to us full information respecting the effects which 
may have been produced by it ; that we may know, not merely how it has ailected the 
revenue, either as to amount or the difficulty of realizing it, but still more particularly 
how it has affected both the circumstances and the sentiments of the people, 

26. The impost does not clearly appear to be included in the class of duties which 
require for their enactment the consent of the home authorities ; but as the question is not 
free from doubt, we think it advisable to annex the prescribed form ; and do hereby, 
with the approbation of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, sanction and approve 
the regulation entitled, ** A Regulation for iiicreabiiig the rates of duty ou Western 
Salts imported into or in transit through the ceded ami conquered provinces, for levying 
a further duty on those Salts on their entering the province of Benares, and for remitting 
the town duty leviable under the existing regulations on WestfTii Salts imported for 
consumption into the city of Benares, and towns of Mirzapore and Ghazeei>ore.** 


No. 26. 

LETTER, in the Separate Department, from the Governor- General in Council in Bengal 
to the Court of Directors, &c. &c. &e. ; dated the 8th of December 1829. 

Honourable Sirs : 

Our last Letter to your Honourable Court, in this Department, was dated the 7th 
July last. 

2. Our proceedings in the Salt department have lately assumed an importance which 
entitles your Honourable Court to expect that we should separately report to you oa the 
subject of them. The orders and obserratmns contained in the Letter of your Honour- 
able Court in this Department, dated 10th June last* Paras. 34 — 43, and passim, 
render it more necessary that wo should not longer delay thia communicalaoD. 

3k, . Yonr Honourable Court is aware that, towards the end of each year, the Board of 
Cusjtoms# Saltand Opium, report to us ordinarily on the amusgementa to be made for the 
supply of Salt in tlie following year, with reference in particular to tha requisitions for 

6 0 2 this 
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OF MONuroLiKs. this article to be made from the coast. In our Letters, dated 12th September 1828, 
dispatched by the private ship Victory, paras. 3 to we referred your Honourable Court 
to our proceedings in respect to the Report of the Board relative to the supply of Salt for 
18:^8. On that occasion we discussed with the Board, at some length, the prospects of 
its department, and the practicability of extending the supply for consumption without 
injury to the revenue derivetl by Government from Salt. We had hoped that by drawing 
your attention in this manner to the views we proposed then to act upon, we had 
complied with the wishes heretofore conveyed to us by your Honourable Court, to be put 
in possession of our sentiments on this subject ; but we regret to observe from the tenor 
of some of the observations in the Letter above acknowledged, which bears a date posterior 
to the receipt of our Despatch of September 1828, that you were not satisfied with the 
information and explanations furnished by us. 

4. We hasten, therefore, to supply the furthermore complete information, which our 
subsequent correspondence with the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, on this important 
subject will be found to have elicited ; but it will be necessary that we should, in the first 
instance, notice that the statement assumed in para. 42, of your Letter of the 10th June 
last as the basis of reasoning in regard to the annual revenue and the annual supply of 
Salt, is taken from accounts which do not afford, and never were intended to afford, 
data for such calculations. 

5. An examination of the items included in these statements will show that they 
exhibit the commercial out-turn of the manufacture of each year at the Bengal agencies, 
with the out-turn of as much Cuttack, Coast, and other imported Salt, as may be 
brought to sale in a dififerent year from that of manufacture, viz* from the 1st of May to 
the 30th of April following; and so with the quantity sold in retail, which is exhibited 
for the same twelve months of account. The season of manufacture commences, as 
your Honourable Court is well aware, in the month of December, and continues until the 
Olid of May. The agency Salt of the season is generally first brought to sale in the month 
of March, and the whole of it will ordinarily be sold by the March or April following ; 
the year’s produce, however, though spread over the sales of a period of fourteen 
months, and sotnetimes more, appears entire in the annual account, the object being to 
exhibit a commercial balance on the operations of the year of manufacture, with a view 
to calculation of the agent's commission earned thereby, rather than for any purpose 
connected with the revenue of a given period, or to show the quantity of article 
provided and given out for consumption in that space of time. The consequence is, that 
if the manufacture is productive, and the season favourable, a laige quantity of agency 
Salt will appear in these annual accounts. 

If, again, the produce has been short, there will be little shown ; but it must not 
thence be concluded that more was provided for the consumer in the period comprehended 
in the former statement than in the latter ; for its deficiency will, nay must, have been 
supplied either by Salt of the preceding year, sold in the early months, March and 
April, and already included in the previous year’s account, or by Salt of the following 
year, sold in the later months, and not brought to account till the foSowing yeari 
because not of the same season's manufacture. ^ 

6. As 
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^ 6. As much fallacious reasoning has been built upon the assumption that these state- 
ments exhibit the aimual supply for consumption and the annual revenue, whereas, for 
the reason above stated, they do neither, we deem it necessary to submit the following 
analysis of tlie items cited by your Honourable Court, which were as follows : 


1821- 32 

1822- 23 

1823- 24 

1824- 25 

1825- 26 


Mauiids. 


53 . 79 .. 5 a 4 

49,24,875 

50,57,447 

51,62,009 

48,13,516 


Xow those items analyzed, stand a.s follows: 


1821- 22 : 

Agency Salt of 1827 manufacture, sold in i 
six sales of 13 months, March to March / 
Imported Salt at Sulkea, viz, Cuttack, v 
Madras, Permit, Bombay, and Uock / 
Salt ; also 9,302 maunds of confiscated > 
Salt, sold between the ist May 1821 | 
and 30th April 1822 .. .. ) 

Salt sold by retail in Cuttack, between \ 
ist May 1821 and 30th April 1822 / 

Deduct French Convention in money 

1822- 23 • 

Agency Salt of 1828, sold from March *1 

1822 to April 1823, 14 months .. j 
Sulkea imported and confiscated Salt,! 

sold from ist May 1822 to 30th April V 

1823 \ 

Cuttack retail Salt, sold from May toi 

April, ditto / 

Add amount penalty received from^ 
Salt Merchants, after deducting I 
Convention to French Govern- ( 
ment . . . . J 

1823- 24: 

Agency Salt of 1829, sold from March -i 
1823 to April 1824, 14 months . . / 

Sulkea imported and confiscated Salt,*^ 
•old from ist May 1833 to 30th April > 

1834 J 

Salt sold by retail, in Cuttack, ftx>ml 
1823 to April 1824.. •• / 

Deduct paid to French Goverament*^ 
as per Convention, and premium > 
to Salt Merchants . . • . J 


Quantity 
of Salt. 



53,79,524 


3s.77.381 

10,64,313 

3,83,383 


49,24,875 


36.54,485 

11,67,734 

9,35,238 


50.57,447 


Net Profit. 

49.07,387 

*,53,47,049 

*,29,47,397 

1,13,67,326 

1,13,46,825 


' Net 

Profit. 

TOTAL. 

j 

1,13,83,983 


• 

; 27.7 1.693 

1 


I 

j 3,35,925 

1,44,91,602 

3,94,215 

1,40,97,387 

1,18,06,550 

1,51,87,476 


— 

1 , 69.573 

1 

( 1 , 63 , 47,049 

1 

>,04,83,777 j 


36,71,185 


2,45.490 

1.33, 69,452 
4,22,055 

— 


1.29,47,397 
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1 824*25: 

Agency Sait of 1830, sold from March to 1 

December 1824 J 

Sulkea imported and confiicated Salt, told 1 
from May 1824 to April 1825 j 
Sait sold by retail in Cuttack, fromi 
May 1824 to April 1825 . . J 

Deduct paid to French and Danish\ I 
Governments on account of Con* f 1 
venUon, as also the amount | 
awarded in mitigation of penalty J 

1825*26; 

Agency Salt of 1831, sold from March I 
1825 to April 1826 .. .. J 

Sulkea imported end confiscated Sait, I 
sold from May to ditto , . , . } 

Salt sold by re^l in Cuttack, from May 1 

1825 to April 1826 .. .. J 

Deduct paid* to French and Danish] 
Governments on account of Con* \ 
vention, and for Salt destroyed by 1 
hurricane ) 


Qnsatity of 
Salt. 


TOTAL. 


35.58,137 

13.10,763 

3 . 93.119 


36 . 33,359 

16,26,513 

■ 3 . 63,644 


51,62,009 


Net 

Frolt. 


89,26,333 

26 , 73.443 

3,99,601 


46 , 13.516 


76,65,714 

35 , 91.105 

3,35.993 


TOTAL. 


1.18.9 

5 . 31.941 

1,13,67,336 


1,18,92,812 

5 , 45.987 


1,13.46,835 


7 . From the above statement your Honourable Court will observe, that the variation 
of quantity depends mainly on the quantity of agency Salt broqgbt into the account ; in 
other words, on the productiveness of the manufacture of the year. The following fur* 
ther detail for the first and last years of the statement which exlubit the extroncs in 
respect to quantity, will explain the manner in which the apparently deficient 8U|q)ly of 
the last year was made up to the consumer » for it is a resnarkable elrcumatance that 
these two years, compared with reference to the quantity of Salt advertised for sale, and 
actually sold in them respectively, exhibit a result Uie direct reverse of that on which 
your Honourable Court have argued. The quanUty of Salt sohl in 1821*2^ that is, 
between the 1st of May of 1821 and the 30th of April 1822, was only 47,00,000 ; whereas, 
in the same period of 1825*6, there were 50 lacs of maunds sold, as will be seen noted 
in the statement ; 
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1821-22. 

AGENCY SALT OF 1 

Imported Salt 
and 1 

Conflacated. | 

1 

1 or MONOPOf.lf 

TOTAL j ’ 

Advertised ' 

Amount. ! 

1826. 

1827. 

I 

1828. 1 

1 





Salt Sale of March 1821.. 

1,08,000 

7,92,000 

1 

2,00,000 

11,00,000 

Ditto 

May 

i _ 

! 

, 9 i 30 , 2,52 

^ i 

3,69.748 

12,00,000 

Ditto . . 

July 

i ~ 

.10,00,347 

— ! 

i.99,6.')3 

12,00,000 

Ditto . . 

Sept. 

1 

i ““ 

1 ' 

I 5,40,000 

! 

1, Go, 000 

7,00.000 

Ditto . . 

Dec. 

j 

1 

1 4.98,044- 

1 

i 

2,01,956 

7,00,000 

Ditto . . 

March 1822 

1 - 

1 

j . 3 . 07.558 ^ 

3 . 91.769 i 

2,00,673 

9,00,000 

1 

* Add sold to the French, 1 
witli small retail Sale at L 
Tumlook, Bullooah, and T 
Chittag^ong . . ».J 

— 

I* and loss V 
40,68,201 ! by > 

j accident J 

1 Marine ) ' 

14»531 'and Iftlo ( 

1 'of France 3 

17,222 

314 , 

1 

47,00,000 




1 

j40,83,732 

1 

i 

10,49,566 1 



Last Sale of 
the year of 
acrount, 
1820 .^ 1 . 


* These small iteiiLs are added to balance tlie Account, and make the items correspond witli the 

previous Statement. 


8. From the above statement it will be seen that the March sale of 18 * 21 , which did 
not enter into the period of account by which the imported Salt of the year is calcu* 
latcd, contributed no less a (quantity than 7 , 92,000 niaunds towards the ag^j^regate of 
agency Salt included in the item quoted by your Honourable Court, because that quan- 
tity of the year’s manufacture was then sold, the remnant of tlw preceding year’s produce 
1 , 08,000 maunds, which, with two lacs of imported Salt, made up the sale allotment of 
March 1821 , 11 lacs had been brought to account in the preceding year, as belonging 
thereto. Again, in the sale of March 1822 , the manufacture having been favourable, 
the remnant of 1827 Salt for sale was 3 , 07,558 maunds, to which only 3 , 01,709 of the 
following year’s produce required to be added to complete the sale allotment ; but 
this latter quantity, like the 7 , 92 , 000 , of tlie preceding March, remained to be carried to 
account with the rest of the produce of the same year, in the next annual statement of 
profit realized. 

9. In 1825 - 26 , 50 laos of maunds were, as above stated, advertised to be sold in 
monthly sales ; that is, in 12 sales from the Ist May 1825 , to the 30 th April ; but the 
Salt of 1831 was brought forward at the two preceding sales of March and April 1825 . 
The result of these two months have therefore been included^ order to show the dis- 
tribution of the year's produce, which, from inundation and uulavonrabla weather, was 
only maunds 26 , 23 , 359 . On the other hand, the proportion of Salt taken from the pro- 
duction 
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auction of the following year to make up the allotments of the last sales of the year 
( 1825 - 6 )^ is excluded from the statement, and remains for that of the following year, 
when the operations of the Salt season 1232 might be under review. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


.. May 
, . June 
. . July 
.. August 
.. September 
October 
. . November 
. . December 
.. January . 
.. February . 
. . March 
. . April 


1826 




aoekct salt. 

SULKEA 

Imported 

TOTAL 

1825 - 26 . 


SALT OF 
1830 . 

SALT OP ! SALT OP 
1831 . 1 

and 

Confiscated. 

of psch 
SALE. 

Salt sale of March 

Ditto • . April 

1825 

none re- T 
maining. j 

3 > 59,796 — 

2,80,000 

40,274 

1 , 80,000 

i 

4,00,000 
! 4,00,000 


I 2,50,000 

I 

; 2 , 75,000 
i 3 » 36,777 
I 2,55,000 

1,99,736 

2,18,000 

1,10,400 

4.000 

1.000 
14,664 
18,034 


26,01,136 


1.66.000 

2.62.000 

2.55.000 
2,84,897 

2,50,999 


12,18,896 


4.50.000 
2,20,802 

2.25.000 
63,223 

1 . 45.000 

2,00,264 

1.82.000 
1,23,600 

1 . 34.000 
1,44,000 
1 >00,439 

1,30,967 


4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 


18,19,295 


Add sales to French, and 1 1 
small retails as above J | 


22,224 


96,83.359 


Add Transfer. . 

4»346 

Deduct trans-^ 
ferred in ac - 1 
count agency \ 

18,23,643 

1, 97.130 

Salt being de- y 
Kvered instead! 


deficiency in-l 
eluded . . J 

1 


16,26,513 


10 The transfer deducted from the quantity of Sulkea Salt was maiuiy an 

ri'ffi.n>nra> nf mice The asency Salt given was of course of the season 182o, w 

Lrtionably enhanced. We take this occasion to refer your 

LuU of L two year, following. 1825-6, wlrich «nle«i ^ m^r m 

meats are prepared were undwstood, might ju^y wr ci ing aubseouenlly 

phant proof of the prosperous condition into which this item o revenu 

been brought. 
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1836-97: 

Agency Salt of 1933, sold from December 1 
1835 to April 1836, 17 months . . J 

1 Mds. 

, 33 » 5 i,i 4 i 

1 

Mds. 

Us. 

1,05,20,467 


Sulkea Salt, viz. Cuttack, Madras, Permit, 
Rock, Mocha and confiscated Salt, > 
sold from May 1895 to April 1826 . . J 

1 <5,67,956 

— 

48.28,325 


Salt sold by retail in Cuttack, from ditto T 
to ditto . . / 

3,38,974 

53,58,07, 

1 

2.72,827 

1,56,21,619 

4,94.753 

Deduct paid to French and Danish'! 
Governments, on account of con- > 
vention, &c. . . . . J 


— 

1827-28 ; 

Agency Salt of 1233, sold from March l 
1820 to April 1827, 14 months .. J 


1 

1 

1 

Sa. Ks. 

1,51,26,866 

38,64,572 

1 

i ~ 

1,24,04,884 


Sulkea Salt, viz. Cuttack, Coast and con'*^ 
fiscated Salt, sold from May 1826 to > 
April 1827 . , . . . . . . J 

20,49,275 

1 

1 

' 59,14,258 

! 

1 

Salt sold by retail in Cuttack, from ditto \ 
to ditto . . . . . . j 

Deduct paid to French and Danish ^ 
Governments, on account of Con- > 
vention, Ac. , . . . . . J 

2,84,666 

1 

61,98,513 

i 

2,90,031 

1,86,09,173 

3,30,988 



i 

Sa. Kb. 

1,82,78,185 


11. In reply to the Letter of tlie Board forwarding the results for the year 1827-28, we 
pointed out that those statenient.s afforded no just criterion either of the quantity of Salt 
given out for consumption, or of the revenue realized in a given period. We tiope we 
have made the causes of this intelligible to your Honourable Court. 

12. Since, however, it is of the utmost importance tliat, in considering a subject of this 
nature, the facts which are to form the basis of argument should be clearly set forth, we 
hope to be excused for anticipating the review of our proceedings about to be submitted, 
so far as to include tlio folk* wing statement, which formed an enclosure in a Ijctter from 
the Board, dated 9th July last,* and was prepared with the specific object of showing 
how the consumption of the country had been supplied since tlie first establishment of the 
present system of management for this item of revenue. We beg to refer to it, as exlii- 
biting the only correct data upon which any conclusion can be drawn as to whether the 
population have been adequately supplied with Salt, or the contrary, at any given period , 
and as it was prepared from the Gold returns wdth great care, we have no reason what' 
soever to doubt its accuracy. 

Statement 
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Statement of tho Consumption of Salt in Bengal^ 


YEAR. 

Salt sold, 
but remaining 
uncleared 
in the Golahs 
on 31 fit Januar 
of preceding 
Year. 

Quantity of Sail 
&ldby 

Public Auction 
in the Year. 

Total Quantity 
of Salt 
available, 
and which it 
rested with 
the Purchoaers 
to clear. 

Quantity of Salt Consumed in those Flrovincea which wer 
with the Honourable Company’s Sal 

Salt cleared out 
of the 

Honourable 

Company’s 

Golahs. 

Itctail Sales at 

Salt supplied 
to the 
Famch 
Goveniment. 

TUMLOOK 

. JESSORE. 

BULLOOAH 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


1 

7. 

6. 

1790 

.. 


31,09,000 

31,09,000 

31,09,000 

— 

— , 



1791 

a . 

— 

30,1.5,735 

30,15.735 

30,15,735 

— 

— 

— 


1792 

. . 

— 

32,50,000 

32,50,000 

32,50,000 

— 


— 

— 

1793 


— 

35.66,231 

35.66,231 

35.66,231 

— 

— 


— 

3794 


— 

34,00,000 

34,00,000 

30,20,967 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1795 

• . 

3.79.033 

36,00,000 

39,79.033 

57.77.957 

— 



— 

179G 

. . 

2,01,076 

36,00,000 

38,01,076 

34,29,774 


— 

— 

— 

3797 

. . 

3.71.302 

33.50,000 

37.21,302 

35,09,137 

— 

— 

— 

— 

179« 

■ • 

2,12,165 

34,00,000 

36,12,165 

32,34,662 

— 


— 

— 

1799 

• • 

3.77.503 

34,00,000 

37.77.503 

32.27,693 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1800 

• . 

5.49.810 

34,00,000 

3949.810 

32,44,945 

— 

— 


— 

i8oi 

. . 

7.04.865 

30,00,000 

37,04,865 

33,56,420 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1802 

• • 

3.48.445 

35,00,000 

38,48,445 

36,20,302 




— 

1803 

. . 

3.28,143 

39,00,000 

42,28,143 

37,96,662 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1804 

. . 

4.31.481 

40,00,000 

44,31.481 

38,90,900 

— 

— 


— 

1805 

. . 

5,40,581 

41,00,000 

46,40,581 

42,07,181 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1806 

. . 

4.33,400 

42,00,000 

46,33,400 

41.55,178 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1807 

. . 

4.78.222 

43,00,000 

47,78,222 

44,86,514 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1808 


2.9 1,708 

44,00,000 

46,91,708 

42,22,250 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1809 

. . 

4,69.458 

1 44,00,000 

48,69,458 

42,41,974 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1810 

. . 

6,27,484 

45,00,000 

51,27,484 

44,21,117 

— 

... 

1,975 

— 

1811 

. . 

7,06,367 

43,00,000 

50,06,367 

43,01,183 


1 — 

611 

— 

1812 

• . 

7.05,184 

46,00,000 

63,05,184 

45,50,298 

— 


678 

— 

1813 

. . 

7.54.886 

46,00,000 

53,54,886 

43,63.683 

•— 

— 

40 

— 

1814 

. . 

9,91,803 

44,00,000 

53.91.203 

43,12,741 

— 

— 

10 

— 

181.5 

. , 

10,78,462 j 

42,00,000 

52,78,462 

43.81,996 

[ — 

— 

1,200 

— 

181G 

. . 

8,96,466 

45,00,000 

53.96,466 

46.26,678 

50 

— 

95 

— 

1817 

, a 

7,69.888 

44,00,000 

51.69,888 

43,31,863 

i 500 

— 

1,150 

— 

1818 

a a 

8,38,025 

47,00,000 

55.38,025 

46,41,102 

100 

— 

975 

12,000 

1819 

. . 

8,96,923 

48,00,000 

56,96,923 

49.48,129 

150 


651 

12,000 

1820 

. . 

7,48,794 

49,00,000 

56,48,794 

46,22,279 

50 

— 

187 

— 

1821 

. . 

10,26,515 

49,00,000 

59,26,515 

46,38,392 

85 

— 

646 

1 2,000 

1822 

. a 

12,88,123 

46,00,000 

58,88,123 

45,91,678 

150 

— 

2,5*7 

12,000 

1823 

a a 

12,96,445 

50,00,000 

62,96,445 

47,57,391 

soo 

— 

736 

12,000 

1824 


‘5,39,054 

50,00,000 

65,39,054 

51,34,460 

soo 

«... 

790 

9,000 

1825 

• a 

14.04,594 

50,00,000 

64.04,594 

48,64,030 

300 

283 

1,860 

9,000 

1826 

• • 

1540,564 

47,00,000 

62,40,564 

45,01,716 

100 

3>483 

14.278 

12,000 

1827 


17,38,848 

47,00,000 

64,38,848 

51.19,709 

50 

9,640 

17,291 

12,000 

1828 

• ■ 

13,26,139 

46,00,000 

59.26,139 

44,49,506 

50 

1,319 

7,72d 

12,000 
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Behar and Orissa, from 1790 to 1828, both Years inclusive. 


intended to bo supplied 
in 1790 . 


Quantity 
of Salt 
Imported 
on which 
Custom Duties 
were paid. 


TOTAL. 


Retail Sale of Salt at Reduced Prices. 


Quinquennial 

and 

Annual 


Average Price 
per 100 
Maunds Salt, 
sold at 


iTuvince 

Average Increase the Honourable w**® ‘«iOed to 
in the Supply. Comi)any *8 Sale. intended 

to be 


In Cuttack, 

when AtChittagong, 
that Province '"conjequence 
was added to ak r?® 

tliosc intended Abohtion 

to 1)0 

supplied with T»T„. r . 
Company’s Salt 
111 1790 . 


TOTAL. 


TOTAL 

SUPPLY 

of 

LICIT SALT 
of every 
Description 

to the Inhabitants YEAR, 
j of those I 

Provinces, | 
the Consumption 
I of which wn-fi ! 

intended to be 
I provided | 

by tbe Monopoly., 


31.09.000 

30,15,7,35 

32.50.000 
35.66,231 
30,20,967 

37.77,957 

34 , 29,774 

3.5,09,137 

32.34.662 
32,27,693 

32,44,945 

35,56,420 

36,20,302 

37.96.662 
38,90,900 
42,07,181 
41, .55.178 

44,86,514 

42,22,250 

42,41,974 

44,22,392 

43,11,794 

45,50,976 

43.63,720 

43,12,751 

4.3,83,196 

46,26,653 

43,33,513 

46,54,177 

49,84.582 

46,35,256 

46,51,999 

46,18,244 

47,76,388 

51,47,898 

48,94,560 

45,40,634 

51,51,598 

44,81,142 


Quinquennial 
^ 12,17,290 

Annual 

2 i 43»458 

Quinquennial 

6,30,006 

Annual 

1,26,001 

Quinquennial 

35»03,868 

Annual 

7 iOO ,773 

Quinquennial 

6,38,536 

Annual 

1,27,707 

Quinquennial 

10,31,388 

Annual 

20,67,277 

Quinaucnnittl 

8,46,717 

Annual 

1,69.343 


Annual Increase 

, 1,036 

Average p* An. 

47,66,982 


ai6 4 10 — 

288 42 

302 7 4 — 

301 12 2 — 

287 4 9 — 

302 in — 

300 4 7 _ 

327 10 0 — 

314 4 3 — 

257 10 10 — 

281 7 4 — 

370 6 0 — 

420 6 10 — 


321 II 10 
362 12 11 
,374 0 10 
331 o 10 
3.35 12 8 
349 2 4 
331 5 9 
326 1 11 
306 11 10 
312 9 10 
326 3 9 
381 1 o 

341 0 10 
329 1 5 
333 1 1 2 

358 2 6 

418 15 4 
385 2 3 

352 13 11 
391 II 1 
410 11 11 
415 3 1 
379 1 3 


1,42,442 

91,744 
1,15,550 
1, 14, .373 
i,i 7 » 5 i 4 

67,987 

1,35,212 

1,37,470 

ii49,539 

1,70,008 

1,32,777 

1,26,497 

2,16,405 

8,54.508 

8,51,986 

2,47.224 

2,76,026 

2,35,227 

2,96,031 

3»64,ii9 

3,36,973 

, 2,84,664 

2,77»700 


1,000 

1,225 

1,773 

1,210 

940 

1,2.35 

1,165 

906 

890 

977 

1,859 

1,066 

1,069 

1,890 

10,380 

36,036 

87,974 

58,838 


510 

1,000 

1,402 

1,028 

1,300 

1,300 

1,43,642 

92,946 

1,16,610 

1,15.548 

1,17,514 

88.987 

1.36,437 

1,39.243 

1,50,749 

1,70,948 

1,34,012 

1,37,662 

8,17,311 

2,55,398 

2,52,963 

2,49,083 

2,77,092 

2,36,296 

2,97,921 

3,74,499 

3,75,009 

3.72,638 

3,36,538 


I 31,09,000 

30,15,735 

33,53,000 
35,66,331 
30,30,967 
37,78,986 
34,30,590 
s.";,! 0,1 37 
32,35,320 
32,27,693 

32,45,4.55 

3.3,57.420 

.3.5,21,704 

37,97,690 

38,93,100 

42,08,381 

43,98,830 

45,79.460 

43,38,860 

43,57,522 

45,39.906 

43,90,781 

46,87,413 

45,03,963 

44,63,500 

4.5.54,144 

47,60,665 

44,61,175 

48,71,488 

52,39,980 

48,88,319 

49,01,082 

48,95,336 

50,12,684 

54,45,819 

52,69,059 

49,15,64.3 

55,24,236 

48,17,680 


1790 

1791 

1792 
179.3 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 
■ 1804 
I 1805 

l8ot) 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1 8 11 

1812 
i 8 i ;3 
1814 
181, <5 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
i 1821 
1 1822 
; .1823 
I 1824 
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13. We do not mean in this place to draw attention to the facts established by this 
Statement ; we have introduced it mainly for correction of the view taken by your 
Honourable Court, as to the state of the supply for consumption, arguing fk'om the 
number of maunds upon which the annual account of profit was made up. 

14. It is time, however, to place before your Honourable Court the correspondence wc 
liave alluded to above, as having taken place with the Board of Customs, Salt and 
Opium, on the subject of the future management of this branch of revenue. 

15. In submitting, for our orders, their report on tlio arrangements to bo made for 
supplying Salt, and for conducting the sales of the year 1829,* tho Board renewed 
the discussion commenced in the report of the preceding year, to which we have above 
referred. 

16. The questions agitated by the Board on this occasion, and submitted for our 
determination, were the following : 

First. The extent of supply required for the } ear’s consumption of Bengal and 
Bchar, and the quantity to bo provided with reference to the wauls of the popula- 
tion on one hand, and to the necessity, on the other, of maintaining the revenue : 

Secondly. Whether both objects could best be accomplished under the plan of 
annual allotment for sale at prices regulated by open competition. Government 
fixing the quantity to be exposed to sale, or by Government fixing a priexs and open- 
ing the golahs to the public to take as much oil* at that price as the wants of the 
population might require : 

ThiriUy. Supposing the plan of fixed annual sales to be adhered to, how many 
should be made in the year, and at what periods : 

Fourthly. An alteration w^as proposed in the form of the order to be delivered to 
a purchaser, on payment for his lot, whereby the order would become a negotiable 
security ill law, which it was not before ; a ml a condition was proposed to be added, 
that objections to tho quality of the Salt should not be received after a year : 

Fifthly. The Board submitted the necessity of limiting and restricting the siijiply 
of the coming year, which, through the productiveness of tho past season, threat- 
ened to be excessive. 

17 . Our reply discussed each of these points separately. "f We admitted the trutli of 
the Board’s remark, that the sales were not so good a criterion of the quantity required 
by the regulation, as the aggregate quantity cleared from the golahs and carried into the 
interior. Upon an average of twenty years, this last criterion showed a consumption of 
about 45 J lacs of maunds per annum ; while the quantity sold averaged nearly a lac in 
excess of the clearances. Building on this fact, joined to an estimate of the population, 
and of the consumption per head for the tract within which Salt of the Calcutta sales is 
consumed, the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, assumed that after tho large clearance 
made in 1827-28, consequent upon the payment of a premium on exportation, with other 
measures taken in the course of the year, having a tendency to force the clearances, a 

laiger 


* Septrtte Coniultatlons, November 26, 1828' No. 4 to 6. 
t Sepente ConsultotionB, November 81, 1888. No. 7. 
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larger quantity than 45 lacs of maunds could not be required for purposes of human of monopolibs. 
consumption^ and that if more were offered in the year, a glut would be the conse- "T” 

quonce, attended with a fall of price most injurious to the revenue. 

18. However unwilling to have recourse to measures directed to a diminution of the 
supply of this necessary of life for the purpose of upholding the revenue, we were com- 
pelled to admit that the reasoning and facts offered by the Board afforded grounds to 
apprehend that an extension of the supply beyond the quantity stated would be hazardous 
to the revenue. In the present state, therefore, of the public finances, dependent as the 
Govenimeiit w'as on the productiveness of this branch of its resources, we conceived it 
would be imprudent to adopt any basis of calculation for the measures of the coming 
year tliat might not offer security in this respect. 

19. Wc approved, therefore, the recommendation of the Board that 45 lacs should he 
assumed as the probable want of consumption in the year, ctmceiviiig ground to have 
been showui for concluding that if the plan of prompt clearance after public sale, and no 
cancelling of purchases were acted upon, it would not be safe to throw’ a larger quan- 
tity into the market. 

20. Upon the assumption that 45 lacs was all that could bo taken off, the question 
that next arose was, whether it would he more beneficial to allow this to find its way into 
the interior by fixing a price, on payment of whicli any dealer should be entitled at any 
time to receive Salt in any quantity, or to sell the quantity so assumed to be sufficient, as 
heretofore. Doubtless, as observed by the Board, the season was favourable for frying 
the experiment of a fixed price, for the quantity in store was so large as to preclude the 
possibility of the whole being bought up fur the purpose of establishing a sub-monopoly. 

Nevertheless, w’O were of opinion that the departure from the established course, as it must 
operate to derange in some degree the existing niethcxls of supplying the interior, would 
not be free from risk, and there w’as reason to believe that under the knowledge of the 
necessity of clearing Salt actually purchased, there would be a stimulus for carrying the 
article into the interior, which not being felt iiiidor the assurance of always being ablowto 
obtain it when wanted for a speculation, would operate to make the plan of fixed sales* 
more favourable for the consumer than that of fixed prices ; besides that the former 
was in many respects more favourable to the revenue. On the whole, therefon*, 
although we should be very desirous of giving to the plan of a fixed price a f.iir 
trial if the circumstances of Government would allow of the experiment, we resolved 
that at the period wc speak of, and we think tlie same of the present time, it 
would have been injudicious to make any deviation from the usual mode of conducting 
the business of the department.s. The quantity of Salt therefore to be offered for sale 
we restricted to 4.5 lacs, and the Board w’orc directed to advertise and bring it to Sale as 
heretofore. 

21. The Board recommended, with a view to give certainty to the speculations of pur- 
chasers, that only six sales should be made in the year, but we were not cpiile satisfied 
with the grounds of this recommendation, llie difiHeulties experienced in the course of 
the year then passing were not so much ascribablc to the number of sales as to their being 
equal, and not arranged so as to suit the most favourable periods of communication 
between the interior and the golahs, where the Salt sold was in store Under a more 

judicious 
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judicious allotment for sale, ▼jurying according to the average clearances of past years 
from the golahs of the different tracts of country, we were inclined to think the plan of 
monthly sales the most beneficial, as well to the public as to Government The board 
were therefore desired to alter the advertisement in this respect, and both to apportion the 
quantities and fix the places on the principle above explained. 

22. The explanation of the Board as to the disadvantage of leaving the negotiability of 
the Salt orders in doubt, satisfied us of the propriety of the proposed change on that 
head. The advantage drawn in the prosecution of those concerned in the late frauds, 
from the form heretofore in use not being assignable in terms, afforded no reason for con- 
tinuing it ; for, as observed by the Board, tliose committing frauds hereafter, being aware 
of the circumstance, would guard against the consequence. 

23. With respect to the condition proposed to be inserted, that lots should not be 
rejected on the pretence of inferior quality, unless the objection were made within a year, 
there could be no reason for not publishing the condition ; but unless each lot was sepa- 
rately stored in the golahs, which was of course out of the question, there would, we 
thought, be difficulty in its application. The better way of meeting this difficulty appeared 
to be, to add a proviso that the objection should not be listened to after a year, pro- 
vided that merchantable Salt of any kind were tendered.” In the existing abundance of 
the article, no difficulty could be anticipated in fulfilling such a condition, while it would 
prevent the cancelling of a sale, and thus withholding the article from the consumers ; the 
point, however, was left to be arranged according to the Board's discretion. 

24. On the fifth and last point we found some difficulty in coming to a distinct conclu- 
sion. It appeared evident that if a manufacture at the agencies and in Cuttack, at all 
approaching that of the past season, could be reckoned upon for a constancy, the supply 
from these sources only would equal if not exceed the demand for consumption, and the 
necessity of any importation from the coast, or from other quarters, would altogether 
ceaso. This trade, however, had nourished and given encouragement to a most useful 
cli|ss of speculators, natives of the country and others, who, bringing up Salt, carry back 
rice and other cheap produce of Bengal, to the manifest advaiitiige of both provinces. 

25. The measures proposed by the Board for restricting the manufacture as much as 
could conveiiiciitly be done at the most expensive aurungs of the several agencies, and for 
limiting the importation from Cuttuck in the coming year, were entirely approved. Before, 
however, finally determining on the course to be adopted in respect to the imported Salt, 
we deemed it indispensable to consult the Madras Government, in order that it might be 
ascertained, by reference to the local officers and other well-informed sourccj, what was 
the lowest limit that could be fixed for the importation of Coast Sait, without inflicting 
serious injury on the classes of traders engaged in the transport, who, having been 
encouraged by the practice of successive years to hope for a regidar demand for their 
shipping through the supply of the article to this Presidency, were entitled to* indulgent 
consideration. Upon this point, therefore, we stated that the final determination of 
Government would hereafter be communicated to the Board. We shall presentty recur 
to the subject. 

2G. In conformity with these principles, we approved the advertisement for the sales of 
the year, with reservation to the two points referred to the Board for reconsideration. 

27. The 
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^7. The Madrfts Government^ to whom we immediately made a reference with a view monopolies. 
to learn their sentiments as to the limit that might expediently be put on the importation SaltT 

of Salt from the coasts replied in a Letter from their Secretary, dated 9th June last, 
recorded as per margin,* giving cover to a Report from the Board of Revenue at tliat 
Presidency on tho subject. After strongly representing the injury all the classes engaged, 
either in the manufacture or transport of the article, must suffer by a suspension of the 
trade, the Governor in Council submitted that if a limitation of the import in Bengal 
were indispcn.sablc, the minimum quantity should not be fixed lower than eight and a half 
lacs of Bengal maiinds. We forwarded this Letter and its enclosures to the Board of 
Customs, Salt and Opium, desiring to learn their sentiments on the proposition of tho 
Madras Government. 

28. In the Letters from the Board, dated 9th July and 15th of August last, will be 
found dieir further sentiments on the several questions adverted to above.f In these 
Letters, the state and prospects of the Salt revenue were again fully entered into, and the 
point.s in regard to which the information before submitted was defective, were investigated 
and set before us, witli a body of evidence to which we felt it to be very difilicult to refuse 
credence. 

29. 'rhe points argued in the first cited Letter w'ero the following : — 

First, That tho tract of country supplied with Salt from the Calcutta sales 
having been the same uniformly from the date of the establishment of the mono- 
poly to the present day, had been always supplied with Salt adequate to the 
wants of the population ; and that the increased supply shown by the annual 
returns of golah clearances had been commensurate witii any increase that could 
be assumed for that of tho population in die period. 

Second. That the price at which the Salt reaches the consumer under the present 
system is not burthensome to the lower orders, and does not operate to stint their 
consumption, which the Board argued is fully equal to their wants, and has always 
been so ; moreover, that the price of the present day, though iiigher than at the 
early periods of the monopoly, and yielding a proportionately higher revenue, has 
not increased in any thing like tho same ratio as that of grain and labour ; and 
the augmented price must not therefore be regarded as pressing on the people with 
severity, since they now obtain tlieir »Salt at a smaller proportionate sacrifice of 
income than when it was nominally lower. As connected with this branch of the 
subject, fresh facts will be perceived to be adduced, and corroborating statements 
furnished in proof that the consumption was before correctly estimated by . the 
Board at six seers per annum for each individual of the population. 

Third. 'J'hat the efforts of the Government to increase tlie supply to the con- 
sumer by augmenting the sales, and endeavouring to force an early clearance of the 
quantity sold, had had the eflect of anticipating the revenue, and absorbing capital 
without sensibly increasing consumption. The arrear of sold but uncleared Salt 
having gradually accumulated nearly in proportion to the increased quantity sold 
in excess of the assumed consumption demand : 

Fourthly. 


* Separate Consultations, Aug. 25, 1829. No. 6 to 8. 


t Ditto, Aug. 25^ 1829. No. 9 to 22. 
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Fourthly. That the existence of this arrcar afforded conclusive evidence that 
the consumption demand was every where supplied at present, and Salt provided 
for all purposes it could be applied to, while subject to the present rate of tax ; 
because in the contrary case it must be supposed that the merchants found their 
profit in leaving the capital they had advanced for the purchase locked up without 
return, while a market was available to them : 

Fifthly. It was argue<l, from the above principles, that the existing Salt re- 
venue was not capable of increase, by any extension of the supply to the popu- 
lation now furnished from the Calcutta sales ; indeetl, that to maintain the existing 
rov(MUie, it would be necessary to watcii the clearances in future, and adapt the 
sales to the condition of the arrear of purchased but uncleared Salt which might 
have accumulated, diminishing rather than increasing the quantity exposed to sale, 
until the present arrear should be considerably reduced. 

Sixthly. The Board closed the Letter in question by a proposition which seemed 
to follow from the above reasoning ; that if it were desired to increase the 
existing revenue derived from Salt, it must be done by extending the same rate of 
tax to other tracts of country beyond those now furnished through the CalcutU 
sales ; and it was pointed out that this might be done iu respect to the Benares Pro- 
vince, eitlier by pusliing westward the cliokees established on the Behar frontier, 
and so excluding the western Salts altogether from Benares, or by levying at 
Allahabad a transit duty nearly commensurate with that realized through the sales 
in Bengal and Behar. 

;k). In the Board’s Letter dated 15th August last, they applied the principles above 
set forth, and those maintainetl in their previous Letter of the 8th November 1828, to 
tlie existing condition of the manufacture and store of the article, and adverted particu- 
larly to tlio proportions of the year’s supply of Salt to be obtained from the coast. 

31. 'Hiey argued, first, that the reports of illicit dealings in Salt were much exagge- 
rated, the proof of which was, that an increasing quantity of Ruwaiia Salt had latterly 
been disposed of for consumption iu the tract nearest to the site of manufacture, ciz. 
hetuoen the golahs and the outer or most distant chokees, and that Salt could find no 
market at all in the tract in question if the article were supplied illicitly at the price of 
iiiaimfacture as asserted, consequently that an extension of the sales, in order to provide 
cheaper Salt to displace the contraband within the protecUxl limits, was uncallcd-for, and 
would injure the revenue. 

Secondly. Assuming 40 lacs of mauiids, or thereabouts, to be the supply 
re(piir(Hl for consumption iu the tract supplied from the sales, and comparing this 
with the manufacture of late years, the Board found the Bengal agencies to have 
been brought to yield nearly 40 lacs of iiiaunds of punga Salt, besides the produce 
of Cuttack, whence in the past year 8,87,000 niaunds were imported at^ulkea, so 
that it was evident that punga or boiled Salt could be produced in sufficient quan- 
tity to furnish the entire sales if so deemed advisable. Moreover, from a state- 
ment furnished of the cost of production and profit at each agency, it was shown 
that, compared with coast Salt, that of Bullooah and Chittagong only was less 
productive in a revenue point of view, and that the unfavourable result at these 

agencies 
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agencies was mainly owing to the introduction of a calamitous season into the monopoliks. 
period of average ; tliat for revenue purposes^ therefore, the production of piinga 
or agency Salt was more advantageous than importation, and that sui increase of 
manufacture at Ilidgcllee, and the most productive agencies, would at any rate 
be preferable to a resort to the coast. 

Thirdly. The Board, however, considered a certain (piantity of solar evapora- 
tion or coast Salt to be required for the wants of the population, and they 
assumed that the aiinual sales should inrliicle not loss than six lacs of mauiids of 
Salt of that description, 'riic n)an\ifacture of punga Salt was therefore argued to 
be excessive if carried much beyond forty lacs for both the Bengal and Cuttack 
agencies. 

Fourthly. It is hence concluded, that the nianufactiire of punga or boiled Salt 
must be discouraged and reduced throughout the agencies until brought to yield 
about lacs of niauiids in Bengal, and five in Cuttack, wliicli, with six lacks of 
imported Co^st Salt, is the limit of quantity recpiircd for annual sale. 

Fifthly. There appeared to have resulted from past over-production and import, 
a total store of .‘12 lacs of inaunds not included in the sales, exceeding by 2*2 lacs 
tlie store reipiired to meet defects of season and other contingencies ; conse- 
quently, independently of the measures retpiired to be taken to make production 
keep pace with the probable requisitions for sale aiiiiu.illy, some special measures 
seemed to be iiulispeiisable to get this excess of store taken oft’ for consumption. 

Sixthly. The Board conceived that this could only be tloiie by reducing manu- 
facture ill the coming season to a point very considerably below that assumed for 
ordinary supply, and whereas Ji*) lacs was the quantity so assumed for the 
Bengal agencies, the taeedad, or contracts, must be reduced to 2.') lacs of inaunds 
for the ensuing two seasons, to enable the .sales to take oft in both the present 
excess of 22 lacs in store. 

Seventhly. Tlie existing store of coast Salt not being estimated at more than 
two lacs of inaunds, the Bo.ard recoiiimended an import of six lacs to be au- 
thorized from Madras for the ensuing, and the same for subsequent years. 

Eighthly. Authority was solicited for ordering a rateable dimimilion of the 
tacedads, or engagements, to be entered into with Molunghees in September ol 
the year, to a scale making for the Bengal agencies, a total supply of only 2rj 
lacs, and from Cuttack five lacs. 

Ninthly. The Board promised a rtwision of the state of things in every aiinmg 
at each iigency, preparatory to an adju.stnient of reduction on a permanent footing 
hereafter, on the principle of discontinuing inanufaeture where the cost of produc- 
tiq^i was highest, and maintaining it where the profit yielded was the largest ; and 
tlicy professed the intention to make it their study to provide hereafter, that the 
quantity of Salt available each year, through manufacture and import, should 
always suffice for the sales, and the quantity sold for consumption without pro- 
ducing an accumulation of Government store unsold on the one hand, or of un- 
cleared lots on the other, both being considered evils pregnant with great incon- 
venience, and some loss. 

0 Q 
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OF MONOPOLiKs. 32. llic recapitulation of these heads will show your Honourable Court the wido 
fields of argument and illustration opened by the two Letters of the Board above referred 
to ; we were not prepared to decide upon the expediency of adopting all the reasoning of 
the Board as the basis of future measures for the conduct of the Department. B\it on 
consideration of the statements and information furnished by the Boards and of the senti- 
ments which they had expressed^ wo resolved to dispose of the specific propositions sub- 
mitted by instructions to the following effect « 

First. With respect to the suggestion for subjecting the Province of Benares to 
a tax on Salt equal to that levied by the present system in Bengal and Behar, we 
referred the point to tlie Advocate General, in order to ascertain how far the Saif 
duty of the Western Provinces eo\ild be considered to come within the provisions 
of Section 25 of the Act 53 of his late Majesty, The determination of Govern- 
ment as to the course to be adopted on this proposition was therefore necessarily 
suspended until receipt of Mr. Pearson’s reply to this reference, to which we shall 
presently revert. 

Secondly. With respect to the permanent reduction of the manufacture in 
Bengal and Cuttack to a total quantity of 40 lacs (35 for the former and five 
for the latter), we apprehended that so long as there should be reason to believe 
that the consumption demand at the existing prices would not much cxceetl df) 
lacs, it would be necessary to keep this limit in view in the management of the 
concerns of the department ; but no immediate resolution of Government on the 
subject was required ; indeed the Board promised a further communication iii 
respect to the application of this principle, and the final determination of Govern- 
ment miglrt, we conceived, well wait the result of the further investigation to he 
instituted. 

Thirdly. The importation from the coast was fixed by the Board at about six 
lacs per annum permanently, commencing from the ensuing year ; we approved this 
suggestion, and made the requisite communication to the effect to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. We entirely concurred with the authorities of that 
Presidency in attaching importance to the encouragement of the coasting trade, 
supported by the demand for this kind of Salt existing in Bengal, and were sensible 
that the fixation of the quantity of Salt to be aimually imported, must have the 
most beneficial effect to all parties concerned. 

Fourthly. With respect to the reduction of the Bengal agency taeedads to a total 
of 25 lacs for the next two years, which was deemed necessary by the Board to 
enable the sales to take off, in the course of this period, 20 lacs of the existing 
store in excess of 10 lacs. We looked upon this proposition as a very strong 
measure, seeing that the manufacture of the Bengal agencies had heretofore stood 
at nearly 40 lacs. Nevertheless, in the reported state of the jforeonexposed to sale, 
which appeared to stand as high as 32 lacs of maunds, we did not see any other 
course lhat could be pursued to relieve the golahs,and adapt the production to the 
wants of the country. The Board were accordingly authorised to instruct the Salt 
agents to diminish their taeedads in the proportion suggested. Should difficulty, 
however, be experienced in carrying the measure through, or should a less injurious 

« mode 
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mode of effecting the object proposed occur while the reduction might bo in pro- monopolibs. 
gress, we desired the Board to submit another reference on the subject. It would 
be right, we stated, to put the several agents in full possession of the above views, 
and to let them see the nature of the difficulties experienced or apprehended from 
the existence of the present excess of store, in order that their zealous co-ope- 
ration might be secured in effecting the reduction, and that the Board might have 
the advantage of any suggestions which their acquaintance with the details of the 
department might enable them to offer. 

33. The above were the only points specially submitted for oiii^ orders. Although uo 
avoided entering on the general views and principles advocatetl by tlie Board, we never- 
theless stated our concurrence in opinion with the Board, that the determination of the 
cjuantity of Salt to be sold in the course of the ensuing year should not be hastened; 
and we approved the principle by which the Board declared tfieir intention to regulate 
the quantity to lie advertised for sale, viz, by reference to the state of the elt?araiires 
from tlie golahs of lots sold and paid for. It was, we thought, for obvious reasons, 
advisable that the information on this point, which was to guide the Board’s recom- 
mendation, should extend to as late a date as could conveniently be contrived (for an 
finticipation of the determination as to the extent of next year's sales would encourage 
speculations upon increased price), from withholding the article to the injury of the 
interests as well of Government as of the consumers. 

34. We further informed the Board that an early opportunity would be taken to 
Hiibmit to your Honourable Court the correspondence which had recently occurred in 
respect to the condition and prospects of the Salt revenue ; for the importance of the 
item to the finance of the country required obviously that every means should be taken 
to clear the principles on which it was conducted from the possibility of niisconstruction. 

135. Some subsequent correspondence bearing on the general (jiiestions discussed, and 
considered on this occasion, is referred to in the margin;* and we enclose copies of such 
of the papers as have not been entered on the proceedings already forwarded to your 
Honourable Court. 

136. On our proceedings noted in the margin,t your Honourable Court will find the 
reply of the Advocate-General to the reference we made to him, as to the construction to 
he put on sec. 25, cap. 155 of the Act 53d Geo. 3, in its application to the duties levied 
by this Government on the Western Salts. Our object was to learn whether it would 
be necessary tliat any enactment we might desire to pass for altering the rates of these 
duties, should be submitted for the sanction of your Honourable Court, and the appro- 
bation of the Board of Cotiunissioners for the Affairs of India, before it could bo made 
into a law. 

37. The reply of Mr. Pearson refers to a previous opinion on the same point, recorded 
as per niargin,!|^ and was clear upon the point. Construing the 25th section of the Act, 
cited in connection with the preceding matter, and particularly as containing the subject 

of 

^ Separate Consultationa, Jen. 23; 1829, No. 1 to 3; Feb. 20, No. 11; April 0, No. 6 to 10; June 9, No. 10 
»nd tl ; July 7, No. 5 and 6; Dec. 15. 

f Ditto, April 14, 1829, No. 2. f Ditto, Sept. 8, 1829, No. 20. 
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of the 24th section, he looked upon tlie provision as intended to protect the external 
trade of India from any interference, by the levy of duties on the part of the local 
Government, at the ports and places to which traders from Europe might resort, and 
therefore as not applicable to the town duties levied in the interior, or to duties in the 
nature of the consumption duty on Salt, in the Western Provinces. Mr. Pearson 
added, that the places which were included in the Regulations to which we had referred 
him, were in the interior of the Mofussil ; and he thought therefore the Government was 
empow'ered to modify the rules, and alter the rates of duty upon the several descriptions 
of Salt which those Regulations mentioned ; and that the forms laid down in sec. 25 of 
the Act were not meant to apply to the case. Mr. Pearson, however, stated tlie point 
not to be altogether free from doubt and difficulty, inasmuch as tlie expressions of the 
Act were very general. The correspondence connected with this subject will be found 
recorded as per margin.* 

38. In consequence of this opinion from our law advisers, we ordered the Board of 
Customs to consider again, as open questions. 

First, The measures recommended by the Collector of Customs at Agra, in 
the year 1827, for equalizing the rates of duty on the Western Salt, which 
measures this Government, at the time, thought beyond its powers with re- 
ference to the Act cited above ; and. 

Secondly, The pri»position8 of the Board above referred to for levyii^ an en- 
hanced duty on the Western Salt consumed on the Benares Province. We desired 
the Board to prepare and submit the draft of a Regulation, providing for both 
objects ; considering that in the present condition of the public finances, the pros- 
pects of obtaining a considerable increase of revenue, through the adoption of 
one or both of the above propositions, was well deserving of attention. 

39. On our proceedings of the 13th ultimo is recorded the Board's reply, submitting 
a draft of enactment providing for both objects. f Along with it the Board forwarded a 
note obtained from Mr. H. Mackenzie, of the result of his inquiries on the subject of the 
AVestern Salts, made w'hile in attendance on the Earl Amherst, in the year 1820-27. 
Copies of all these papers are appended as separate numbers in the packet. 

40. We ordered our Secretary to revise the draft, and prepare it for publication. 
His note on the subject is added. 

41. We resolved to adopt tlic Regulation as altered by our Secretary; and it was 
accordingly transferred to the Judicial Department, to be passed in due form. It stands 
No. 16 of the Code of this year, and we anticipate that it will essentially lead to a 
considerable increase of revenue. With reference, however, to the doubts that may 
arise as to the legal coinpetency of this Government to pass an enactment of this descrip- 
tion, we have deemed it necessary to lose no time in bringing the subject fully before your 
Honourable Court, in order that the opinion of the law officers of your Honourable 
Court, and of His Majesty’s Government in England, may be taken thereon. Mote- 
over, to meet the possible, though we hope improbable case of our Advocate-General's 

c construction 


• SepsnU CoDiultstioni, Nov. 13, 18SQ, Mo. 80 ud 81; April Id, 1880, Mo. 9 sad 3» MT 
Sept. 8, Mo.80snd81. t Ditto, Mov. 18^ 1889, Mo. 1 to 4. 
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construction of the Act not being confirmed^ we annex a separate copy of the Regu- monopoliks. 
lations, drawn out in a form to receive your sanction^ and the approbation of the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, in the event of its being deemed necessary to 
re-enact the law in that form, and of your approving the measure. 

Wo have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. C. Bentinck. 

CoMBERMERE. 

W. B. Bayley. 

Port William, 8th December 1829. C. T. Metcalfe. 


No. 27. 

EXTRACT Letter, in the Separate Department, from the Governor- General in Council 
in Bengal to the Court of Directors ; dated 1st October 1830. 

137. On the proceedings of the annexed date is recorded a Letter from the Board of 
Customs, Salt and Opium, recommending to our consideration a reduced scale of 

42.00. 000 maunds of Salt for the ensuing year, and submitting the grounds on which the 
Board adopted the opinion, that while the reduced scale would tend to clear from the 
Company’s golahs a quantity of sold salt, but remaining on hand, and which it was 
desirable to throw into the market, no interference with the public comfort could be 
reasonably apprehended, inasmuch as including the quantity proposed to be sold, 

53.00. 000 of maunds would be available for the year’s consumption, whereas the 
total clearance of any past year, even under the operation of a premium granted tr) 
encourage the removal of Salt from the Government storehouses, had never approached 
that quantity. 

138. Without entering into any discussion on the general principles which should 
regulate the administration of the Salt monopoly, and which question indeed it would 
be useless to agitate further now, we conceived that the views of the Board were, with 
reference to the present state of the Salt Department, and to other circumstances con- 
nected with finance and the money market (*f the Presidency, prudent and judicious. 
The Board was thcrefoi:p authorized to limit the quantity of Salt to be sold at the public 
sales of the year under report to 42 lacs of maunds, nor did we conceive it desirable to 
embarrass the transactions of the market by directing the adoption of either of the 
suggestions conveyed, though not recommended, in the 15th paragraph of the Board’s 
address under notice, in the event of our deeming this supply likely to prove inadequate. 


EXTRACT^ Bengal Salt and Opium Consultations, 16th February 1830. 

LETTER from the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, to the Right Honourable Lord 
William Cavendish Bentinck, o. c. n.. Governor- General in Council. 

My Lord: 21 January 1830. 

The period has arrived in which it is necessary to determine the quantity of Salt to be 
broi^t to sale in the ensuing year. 


2. The 



♦ 1018 FOURTH AITENDIX to ME THlllI) ttt!l?ORT 6> 

ADMlNl^(T«^TIO^ 

OF MONOPOLIES. 2. The accompanying statements furnished to us by the Accountant^ exhibit the 
monthly clearance of the year now drawing to a close, and the state of the golahs on the 
31st ultimo, compared with that of the same date of the preceding year. 

3. Your Lordship in Council will perceive that the quantity of Salt taken from the 
golalis and carried into the interior, between the 1st January and tlie end of December 
last, has been rather more than 45 lacs of maunds, while in the same months of the pre- 
ceding year, the clearances exceeded 4C lacs. The uncleared lots again, which at the end 
uf 1828 amounted to maunds 13,62,124, were on the 31st ultimo maimds 13,98,724. The 
limitation in the present year of the sale quantity of 45 lacs of maunds, which in 1828 was 
46 lacs, has prevented any very considerable extension of the balance of Salt in the 
(joverninent golahs ; one lac of maunds, however, has been less cleared in the year, 
while for the last eight months, or from the beginning of the official year, a still greater 
abatement is apparent; the clearances liaving been only maunds 32,72,223, when in 1828 
they amounted to maunds 34,20,391. 

4. There can be no doubt that tins growing .slackness in the merchants to remove their 
Salt has been owing to the excessive supplies of the article that have been sent into the 
interior of late years, and particularly to the large clearance effected in 1827/ when a 
premium was granted, and other measures taken, having a tendency to force the 
exportation. 

5. Our inquiries from the Salt merchants and others, ascribe the fact to the same 
cause ; and the Reports which* we recently submitted from the Commissioners of Revenue 
for the 14th and 20th Divisions bear out the general declaration, that the markets of the 
interior are stilt and have for some time past been ovci'stocked. 

6. This state of things [)recludcs us from recommending a large sale in the coming 
year. I'herc are, however, sonic other circurnsfaucos to be considered. 

7. It seems to us of great iniportaiico to get rid of a portion of the still very heavy 
balances of uncleared Salt in our golahs.t 

8. This balance, os before stated, was on the 31st ultimo, nearly 14 lacs of maunds. 
We have reason to expect that the elearaiices of the present mouth and of February will 
keep pace w'ith the quantity of Salt sold and to be sold i4 that time. Our next 
year’s operations, llierefore, have to be considered with reference to the 14 lacs 
of maunds tliat are uncleared, and which, it is to be observed, are now in the market, 
available for the consumption of the population, with reservation only of such proportion 
as may bo requisite to carry on the concern. We find from the statement above referred 
to in the margin, that this need not bo assumed at more than three lacs of maunds ; so 
that the difference of 11 lacs have to be added to the quantity that may be exposed to 
sale. 

9. Such being the case, we are disposed to recommend that no more than 42 lacs of 

maunds 


* Vide Stiitcmcnt anifexed to Para. 6 of Board'a Addreu to Government, dated 8th November 1888. The yean 
are tliere calnilated from the let February to the SUt January; what is therefore denominated 1887-28 nay be 
inoie properly called 1827, as it only includes one month of the following year. 

t Vide Statement in the Board’s Letter of the 9th July last, which fhows that of late yean the qiMnti^ of eilt 
in the golalis has more than doubled what it used to be> 
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ffiaunds be sold in the ensuing year, which would still give a total available supply of 
lacs of maunds to the community. 

10. This supply we hope to have proved is more than fully equal to the year’s con- 
sumption, while it exceeds the total clearance of any year, even when a premium was 
granted to encourage exportation.* The limitation of quantity, moreover, instead of 
producing any diminution of revenue, will, we are persuaded, tend to a present increase ; 
while the measure seems to us necessary, in order to bring back tlie operations of the 
Department to that wholesome condition, from which, in the desire to increase the 
supply to the consumer by extended public sales, we cannot but tliink there has been some 
deviation. 

11. A sale confined only to 42 lacs of maunds would further restore confidence to 
the Salt merchants which, in the present state of the money market, and under the 
impossibility of their continuing the present scale of advance to the Government, is of the 

* first importance ; so much so, indeed, that but for some relief of this sort, we should 
apprehend, from this cause alone, a very great reduction in our selling prices. The 
quantity of Salt that has been annually put up for .sale of late, in spite of the accumula- 
tion of uncleared lots, has been one main cause of their embarrassments ; and the influence 
of other events has also affected their interests. All the usual facilities under which lots 
have been heretofore cleared, viz, the accommodation of the public and private banks, 
and of the Native Shroffs, are now, wo belie\x*, granted at the most unfavourable rates, 
if not wholly withheld ; and your Lordship in Council will be sensible of the vast disad- 
vantage, in this respect, at which speculators would bid more, particularly with reference 
to the strict enforcement of the conditions of our sales, whicli has been more than once 
enjoined by the Government. 

12. The 


From Ifit Feb. to 3l8t Jan. 


froB lit Jan. to 31st Dec. 


Mds. 46,22,279 
46,38,392 
46,0:i,K8l 
46,50,60.S 
51,25,292 
44,83,749 
46,50,597 
49,42,912 

1828 .. .. 46,18.178 

1K29 .. .. 45,52,442 


Actual Clearance of Salt for the last Ten Years. 

In 1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 
1827 


4,68,88,327 


Avenge of Ten Yean 


Mds. 46,88,832 
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12. The annexed statement* edubits the gross and net sums which may be expected 
to be realised according to the quantity of Salt that Government may resolve upon 
bringing to sale. It will be seen that the estimated net profit, from assuming the quan- 
tity we recommend of 42 lacs of maunds, as compared with a sale similar to that of the 
present year, is ten lacs of rupees in excess, which probably will be a consideration with 
the Government. 

13. One great motive, however, for recommending so small a sale is, as before stated, 
to reduce the balance of uncleared lots.t Government have stated that they would be 
willing, did their finances allow, to give the experiment of disposing of our Salt at fixed 
prices a fair trial, but to free ourselves from the greater part of the Salt that has been 
already sold, and is in our golahs, is obviously an essential preliminary to any change 
of system. The balance at the end of two years will, under such an arrangement as we 
propose, be reduced to what is proper, when the effect would be, that our golahs will be 
filled with Salt the property of Government instead of that of individuals, and it would 
then at any time be free to Government, if they seo fit to open the golahs at a fixed 
price, without injuring the interests of any person, and with the assurance that from the 
time of their being opened, issues of the Salt and in-comings of the Government revenue 
would commence immediately. 

14. Government will be able to determine, by the result of the present year, how far 
it may or may not be expedient to continue it for another ; but under any circumstances 
we shall be better able than we are now to hold, if it is deemed right, a large sale, with- 
out the fear of its occasioning distress to the money market, or to the dealers in this 
particular article. 

15. The only objection to so small a sale os tliat of 42 lacs of maunds is a possibility 
that the purchasers or merchants might thereby get a command of the market, and for the 
sake of extravagantly high prices still hold their Salt back from the interior. This might 
be obviated by a clause in the advertisement, providing for the sale of an extra quantity 
of Salt, to any extent that may be thought right, in the event of the clearances not being 
found at specific periods of the year to Imve equalled such as are usual, or the interests of 

the 


♦ 

Ertlmatid 

SeUlng 

Prkv, 

100 jSuBdi. 

Amount 

Kttimatod 

Pnowdo. 

Deduct 

Costa 

■BdChstfii. 

Estiaatsd 

NetPnftt. 


fiik Rf. 

ae.Ri. 

Sn. Rs. 

(Be. Rs. 

46,00,000 

340 

1,56,40,000 

53,88,000 

1,09,58,000 

45,00,000 

S50 

1,57,50,000 

58,65,000 

1,04,85,000 

44,00,000 

360 

1,58,40,000 

51,48,000 

1,06,98,000 

.43,00,000 

380 

1,63,40,000 

50,31,000 

1,13,09,000 

48,00,000 

390 

! 1,63,80,600 

49,14,000 

1,14,66,000 

41,00,000 

40, So, 000 

400 

1,64.00,000 

47.97,000^ 

1,16,03,000 

410 

1,64,00,000 

46,80,000* 

1,17,80,000. 


t X#etter from Mr. Secretary Priotep, 21it November 1888. 
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consumers might be secured by limiting the selling price at our sales to that estimated^ 
and by bringing forward an additional quantity of Salt^ if the average sale price exceeds 
that amount, but such a condition would perhaps render things uncertain^ and be so far 
injurious, while we should hardly on any other account think it necessary. 

16. We think it right to add on this occasion, that wo have succeeded in reducing the 
tydaad of the Bengal agencies to twenty-five lacs of maunds in the coming year, and that 
of Cuttack to five lacs of maunds. The statement in the margin,* will show that a sale 
of 42 lacs of maunds will still leave our golahs burthened with a large quantity of super- 
fluous Salt, but it will be so far satisfactory, that we shall be able to bring down the 
Government store to the wants of the market with less violence and distress to tlie manu- 
facturing classes than might have been anticipated. 

17. The supplies that will be required in the year from the coast have been already 
fixed by your Lordship in Council at six lacs of maunds.f 

18. We conclude that it will not be necessary to make any alteration in the periods or 
number of our sales, or in their conditions, unless, indeed, your Lordship in Council 
should think the precaution necessary that is adverted to in the 15th paragraph. The 
accompanying advertisement has been drawn up in the same form as that of the current 
year. 

19. We have thus endeavoured to place the subject in what we think the proper 
light before the Government. It strikes us that the measure we have recommended 
cannot fail of being highly advantageous, as well to the Government as to the Salt 
merchants, while the rate at which the article will be given out to the community is 
witliin the Government limit,} and cannot be regarded as burdensome ; but wo shall 

be 


• Quantity of Salt to be ManufiMtured in 


1236. 

HidgeUee 8,29,000 

Tomlook 5,71,000 

24 Peigunnaht 3,84,000 

Jetsore 2,98,000 

Bullooah 2,78,000 

Chittagong Pungah .. .. 1,40,000 

Ditto Kurkutcb 20,000 


Maunds . . 25,20,000 


PUNOAH SALT. 
Bengal Agency : 


Balance of Salt expected to be 
on hand after February Sale 
CirrTACK, kc . 
Balance ditto ditto 


I 2%U,«6S 

S, 79,181 


CutMfonrard.. 37,93,247 


PUNOAH SAhT—eontmiud. 
Balance brought forward . . 27,93,247 

Ditto Forfeited Salt . . • . 1970,000 

29,63,247 

Ditto Madrai, Permit and other! « oc 0^9 
Foreign Salt $ 

Total Balance . . 32,99,224 

Bengal Taxdaad % 

Of 1236 .. 25,20,000 

Cuttack, &c. . . 5,00,000 

- 30,20,000 

Madras Permit to be imported! r aa aaa 
I n 1830 .. .. j* M 0,000 

Maunda .. 69,19,234 


t Better from Government, 85th August laat. 

I At the estimated selling price of 390 per lOO maunds. 
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be most happy to give effect to ttny other view which your Lordahip in Council may 
take of the matter. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Board of Customa, Salt and Opium, (Signed) G. Chbstsr. 

21 January 1830. H. Sargent. 


No. 238. 

LETTER from J. A. Dorm, Esq., Accountant, to the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. 

Gentlemen : 16th January 1830. 

Agreeably to tho orders set forth in Mr. Secretary Parker’s Letter, under date 
10th June 1829, I have now the pleasure to wait on the Board with the Statement 
of the golah clearances for December last. 

I have tlio honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, Accountant’s Office, (Signed) J. A. Dorin, 

16th January 1830. Accountant. 


Statement, exhibiting the Clearance, &c. of Salt from the Golaus of the several 
Agencies for the Month of December 1829, compared with die Clearaucos for the 
Month of December 1828. 



1. 



2. 


3. 



4. 


— 

Quantity of sold Salt 
cleared in the 
Month of December 
1829. 

i 

Quantity of sold Salt 
denred in the 
, Month of December 
1828. 

Total Quantity of Salt 
sold, cleared from 
the beginning of the 
Official Year till 
31st December 1829. | 

Total QuantiWofiold 
Salt, cleared from 
tlie beginning of the 
Official Year tiU 
SUt December 1828. 

1 

Hidgellee 

1,18,715 

0 

0 

99,850 0 

0 

6,42,484 30 

0 

5,68,944 30 

0 

Tumlook 

97f600 

0 

0 

53,460 17 

0 

6 , 01,341 

11 

10 

5,80,625 27 

0 

34 Pergunnahs. . 

77,400 

0 

0 

41,026 1 

0 

6,46,877 

0 

0 

3 , 54,333 34 

0 

Jessore. . 

47»639 

0 

0 

36i4»6 0 

0 

3,04,148 

0 

0 

3,51,080 0 

0 

Bullooah 

63,000 

0 

0 

37,000 0 

0 

2,03,160 

0 

0 

8f30,500 0 

0 

Chittagong 

91,000 

0 

0 

12,000 0 

0 

1,15,000 

0 

0 

1,03,000 0 

0 


4»i5,a54 

0 

0 

0 , 78,715 18 

0 

23,33,013 

1 

10 

90,87484 11 

0 

Sulkea Golahs . i 

95>750 

0 

0 

1,11,267 0 

0 

9,39,310 39 

0 

i 

13.30,907 0 

0 

Total . . 

5,11,004 

0 

0 

3,90,008 18 

0 

1 

32,72,293 30 10 

34,00,391 11 

0 


(cantinuid*) 
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- 

5 . 

6. 

7. 

8. 

(continued.) 

Qurnitity of Balt Sold, 
but remAining 
uncleared, up to 
Slat December 1829. 

Quantity of Salt sold, 
but remaining 
uncleared, up to 
Slat December 1828. 

(Quantity of Salt { Quantity of Salt 

remaining unsold up to remaining unsold up to 
Slat December 1829. ' Slst December 18^. 

Hidgellee 

3,80,041 lO 0 

to 0 

10,50,027 24 12 

6,40,254 35 12 

Tumlook 

3,14,466 0 0 

5>»39i766 0 0 

6,57>301 14 2 

5,64,200 22 2 

24 Pergunnahs. . 

1 > 40,155 0 0 

0 0 

2,34*123 20 0 

3*25,955 23 0 

Jessore. . 

1,119,788 0 0 

90,853 0 0 

3,07,060 24 0 

a.70.398 14 0 

Bullooah 

», 33 . 36 i 0 0 

1,24,012 0 0 

2,98,248 2 11 

1,69,428 3 15 

Chittagong 

66,013 0 0 

56,013 0 0 

3 , 93 ita 5 4 11 

1,10,216 17 11 


11,64,724 10 0 

1 ^ I 

10,60,124 10 0 

27,69,946 10 4 

20,80,453 36 8 

Sulkea Golahs . . 

2,34,000 0 0 

3,02,000 0 0 

11,61,069 11 0 

10,36,763 0 0 

Total . . 

» 3 . 9*’,724 10 0 j 

13,62,124 10 0 

39 * 31 , 01.5 21 4 

31,17.316 36 8 


(Errors excepted.) 

Fort William^ Accountant's Office, (Signed) J. A. Dorin, 

i6th January 1830. Accountant. 


No. 239 . 

LETTER from J. A Dorin, Esq., Accountant, to H. M. Parker, Esq., Secretary to the 
Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. 

Sir: 18 th January 1830 . 

I HAVE to request that you will bo good enough to lay before the Board the accom- 
panying Statement, exhibiting the (][uantity of salt sold by public auction, and cleared 
from the different Golahs" in the years 1828 and 1829 . 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, Accountant's Office, (Signed) J. A. Dorin, 

I8th January 1830 . Accountant. 


AOMINiaTRATlON 
OF 1IONOPOUB8. 

Stir 
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Statement of tho Quantity of Salt Cleared from the Agency and Sulkea Golahs^ 

from 1st January to Slat December 1828, and from Ist January to 31st December 
1829, with a Memorandum of the Total Quantity of Salt sold, but remaining uncleared, 
up to 31st December 1828 and 1829. 



Quantity of Mt 
solabj 

’ Public Auction 
in 182a 

Quantity of Salt 
told by 

Public Auction 
in 1829 . 

Monthly 
dearanceof Salt 
in 188a 

Monthly 
Cleannee or Salt 
in 1829 . 


Maunds. 

Maunda. 

Maundt. 

Maundt. 

January 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

3 , Sg , i 34 

4 » 4 fl»fl 37 

February 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

3 > 44 *i 83 

3.19.518 

Alarch •• •• •• .. 

4,00,000 

3,00,000 

8,60,06a 

9,69,090 

April •• •• •• mm mm 

4,00,000 

3,00,000 

9,85,650 

9,91,185 

AXay •• •• •« 

4,00,000 

3,00,000 

9,07,003 

9,79.557 

June •• •• •• •• 

— 

4,00,000 

4.06,953 

3.31.186 

July . . . . . . • • 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

5,84,665 

4.49.409 

August 

5,00,000 

4,00,000 

5,84.398 

4.85.311 

September . • 

5,00,000 

4,00,000 

4.98,797 

5,50,846 

October 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

3.73.585 

9,44,164 

November 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

3.73.740 

4.18,94a 

December 

4,00,000 

4,00,000 

3,90^008 

6.11.004 

t .. ■ 

1 46,00,000 

45,00,000 

46,18,178 

45 >« 9>449 


Memorandum. 

Msuodt. 

QuAMTiTYof Salt sold, but remaining uncleared up to 3i8t December iSsS .. 13,68,194 

Ditto ditto •• .. up to 3i8t December 1889 I3»98i734 


(Errors excepted.) 

Fort William, Accountant’s Office, 

18th January 1830. 


(Signed) J. A. Dorin, 

Accountant. 
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jLETTEiR from H. M. Parker j E<sq.« Acting Secretary to the Goyemmenty to the Board monopolies. 
of Customs, Salt and Opium. 

Gentlemen : 16th February 1830. 

I AM directed by the Governor General in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter dated 21st ultimo, recommending to the consideration of Government a reduced 
sale of maunds 42,00,000 of Salt for the ensuing year, and submitting the grounds on 
whidi you have adopted the opinion, that while the reduced sale will tend to clear from 
the Honourable Company’s golahs a quantity of sold Salt with which they are encum- 
bered, and which it is desirable to throw into the market, no interference with the public 
comfort can be reasonably apprehended, inasmuch as that including the quantity proposed 
to be sold, 53,00,000 of maunds will be available for consumption ; whereas the total 
clearance of any past years, even under the operation of a premium granted to encourage 
the removal of Salt from the Government store-houses, has never approached that 
quantity. 

2. Without entering into any discussion on the general principles which should regulate 
the administration of the Salt monopoly, and which question, indeed, it would be useless 
to agitate further now. Government conceive that the views of your Board are, with 
reference to the present state of the Salt department, and to other circumstances connected 
with financial considerations, prudent and judicious ; you are therefore authorized to 
limit the quantity of Salt to be sold at the public sales of the ensuing year to 42 lacs of 
maunds ; nor does the Governor General in Council conceive it desirable to embarrass the 
transactions of the market by directing the adoption of either of the suggestions con- 
veyed, though not recommended, in the 15th paragraph of your address. 

I have, &c. 

Council Chamber, (Signed) H. M. Parker, 

16th February 1830. Acting Secretary to Government. 
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Where p. ia prefixed to the Figures, reference is to the Paging generally ; where />. and par.y to the 
Page and Number of tlio Paragraph therein. 


A. 

Aoroc ATE-G eneral, Reference to his opinion^ as to the power of the Company to tax 
the Province of Benares, under the 25th section of 53 Geo. III. ; p. 1014, par. 32— 
Answer of Advocate-General, and communications with the Board on the subject, 
p. 1015> par. 37. 

Agencies, Sec Opium, II. 2. vi. Salt, 2. 

Alexander ^ Co, Offer of their firm to contract for the delivery of salt, purified 
according to Mr. Trotter’s proposal, p. 994, par. 29. 

Allahabad; Appointment of a Collector of Opium at, p, 919, par. 4. 

Alves, Captain ; Treaties concluded by him with Native Princes, p. 944. 

Auction, Quantity of salt sold by public auction, in each year, 1790 — 1828, p. 1006. 

B. 

Bayley, Mr.; His opinion that the right of search and stoppage, exercised by the Agent 
in Odeyporoj was justifiable, p. 935. 

Behar. Its trade in opium to be regulated, p. 899, par. 10, 11— Proposed regulations, 
p. 900" »■ Agencies there, p. 898, par. 4— -Management of the produce of, p. 905, 

g ar. 82— Must be packed in a particular way, p. 905, par. 84 Selling price of 

lehar and Benares opium, on averages of various dates, p. 910, par. 57— Average 
annual supply of, to the Calcutta sales, p. 912, par. 61— Distinction in form of the 
cakes of MsJvfSL, Behar, and Benares opium, p. 915, par. 73— Comparative prices of 
Behar, Malwa, and Benares opium, p. 917, par. 42 — Advantages of employing 
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Captain Jeremie^ p. 921> par. 8— Quantity of Behar Opium available for the sales of 
1828, p. 974. 

Benjhes: 

1. Opium, 

2 . Sal^, 

1. Opium of superior quality must be packed in a particular way, p. 905, par, 84 
— Selliiig prices of Behar and Benares Opium, on averages for various dates, p. 910, 
par. 57— Average annual supply of, to the Calcutta sales, p. 91*2, par. 61 Dis- 

tinction in shape of cakes of Malwa, Behar, and Benares opium, p. 915, par. 73— — 
Quantity of Benares Opium available for the sales of 1828, p. 974. 

*2. Reference to the Advocate-General as to the legality of extending tax on salt, 
p. 1014, par. 32. 

Bencoolen Factory, not subordinate to Bengal, p. 897, par. 18, 19. 

Beeqal: 

1. Opium, 

2. Salt, 

1. Necessity of relieving the Supreme Government at, from the mass of business 
and reference with which it is at present overwhelmed, p. 972, par. 14. 

Opium of inferior quality must be packed in a particular way, p. 905, par. 84— 
Comparative value of Bengal and Turkey opium, p. 909, par. d 4-- — Danger to which 
Bengal opium was exposed unless a check could be supplied to the exportation of 
Malwa opium, p. 922, par. 11— Relative value of Bengal and Turkey opium, p. 927 
—Without a restrictive system, the supply of opium would render theBengal mono- 
poly of little value, p. 930. 

2. Complicated and extensive machinery necessary for the manufacture of salt at, 

p. 993, par. 38 Population of, do not obtain the full quantity of salt necessary for 

their consumption, p. 993, par. 23— Might be supplied with Coromandel salt, which 

would easily oe adapted to that market, p, 994, par. 26- Quantity of salt mana- 

factured in, to be reduced, p. 1021, par. 16-- — Balance of salt expected to be on hand 
after February sale 1830, p, 1021, par. 17. 

Board or Trade: 

1. Opium, 

2. Salt, 

1. Result of their inquiries as to the supply and price of opium in Eastern markets, 
and the trade of the East-India Company, p. 907, par. 51— Advantage of their pro- 
posed relations as to Malwa opium, p. 91 1, par. 60. 

2. Probable permanent standard of annual demand, as assumed by Board of Trade 

in their Report 181 7> p. 984, par. 26 Opinion of the Board of Trade as to the quan- 

tity of coast salt which may annually be imported, p. 987, par. 36. 

Bombay, Regulations for supply of Bombay market, by granting passes, p. 959, 960, 
—Final determination of the Government as to the future supply, p. 962, par. 50—— 
Answers of the Government of Fort William to Sir J. Malcolm’s despat^es, relative 
to the management of the Malwa opium trade, as far as Bombay was concerned, 
p. 968. 

See Passes, 
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'Boondee, Affray with smugglers at, p. 935 Unwillingness to enter into treaties with 

the East-India Coni||^ny, p. 939. 

Borthwickj Captain. Dissatisfaction occasioned in Malwa by restrictive regulations of 
the Company, p. 942. 

Bminties; Should be regulated by quantity and quality of salt delivered, and not with 
reference to its proportion of the tydaad, p. 989, par. 53. 

BMooah, Quantity of salt consumed, as supplied with Company’s salt, since 1790^ 

p. 1006. 

C. 

dupe de Verd hlands. Salt produced there at alow price, p. 804, par. 10. 

Caulfield, Major. His opinion of restraining regulations in Malwa, p. 938. 

Chinese ; Have evinced a growing fondness for Malwa opium,' p. 925, par. 1‘.) Total 

amount of foreign opium supplied to the Chinese market in 1817- -18, p. 927. 

( learnnecs. See Salt, 3. 

Clerk, Mr. His opinion of the restrictive regulations in Jyeporc, j) 937. 

Coast Salt, Want of information of means adopted for the improvement of, p. 991, 
par. 27— -Necessity of attention of the Inaian Government to the s»pP^y 
uerived from, p ^)93, par. 38— —Could be procured in siilllcient quantities without 

purification for Bengal market, p. 995, par. 31 Quantity of coast salt necessary for 

consumption, p. 1012, par. 31, 

See also#SV///, 5. 

Cobhc, Captain. His opinion generally on the regulations of the East-India Company 
for the opium trade, p. 911. 

Colihrooke, Sir E, Substance of answers to queries submitted to him by the Govern- 
ment, p. 936. 

Confiscated Salt, See Salt, Imports, Snlkea, 

Consumption and Sale of Opium, See Opium, l\, 

Coromandel, Importations of salt from, allowed on account of deficiencies in supply, 

p. 983, par. 21 Inferior salt can be best procured from Coromandel, p. 986, par. 34 

Recommendation that importation on a lar^e scale should be used as a temj)orary 

measure Only, p. 989, par. 43 Salt from, might easily bo made available for tlu^ 

Bengal market, p. 994, par. 20. 

( ustoms. Quantity of salt imported on which custom-duties were paid, 1819—1828, 

p. 1007. 

Cuttack. Probable result of tlie capabilities of the salt agencies of, p. 982, par 20-—- 
Revival of the surplus system at, advantageous to tlie Government ; beneficial to the 

people, p. 987, par. 38 Minimum produce of Bengal and Cuttack agei.cies, p. 988, 

par. 40 ^Regulation of, for the better permanent supnly of, recommended, p. 989, 

par. 43— — -Account of quantity imported at Sulkea, 1821 — 182C, p 1001, par. 6. 

Quantity of Cuttack salt sold from May 1825 to April 1826, p. 1005, par. 10-— Quan- 
tity of salt mahufactured in, to be reduced, p. 1021, par. 16— Balance of C’uttiick 
salt expected to be left on hand after February sale, 1830, p. 1021, par. 18. 
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DEL--GRA. 


D. 


• Delhi ; Effect of the illicit trade in opium at^ p. 948. 
Dinagepore ; Illicit cultivation of opium at, p. 903, par. 78. 
Duties. See Opium, III. 1. Salt, 4. 


E. 

Eastern Markets, Preference shown for Company’s opium, p. 907, par. 49. 
Exclusive Rights of East- India Company, See Opium \\, 1. 

Export, See Opium, II. 2. v. IV. 2, 3. Salt, 5. 


F. 

Fort Marlborough, Factory not subordinate to Bengal, p, 897, par. 20— No salt 
regulations rei^uir d there, p. 897, par, 24. 

French, Quantity of salt sold to the French in the East4ndies, 1821 — ^22, p. 1002. 
par, 7~-“Sales to the, 1825—26, p. 1004, par. 9— Salt supplied to the French 
Government, 1810— 1828, p. 1006. 


G. 

Ghazeepore ; Appointment of a Collector at, p. 919, par. 4. 

See also Salt, 4. 

Goa ,* Trade from, to Macao ; its effects on the Company’s revenue, p. 891, par. 1. 

Golah, Advantageous separation of this office from the omlah ; beneficial effects on the 
revenue, p. 992, par. 3&— Quantity of salt which, upon an average of twenty years, 
was cleared from the golalis, and carried into the interior, p. 998, par. 18—— Salt sold, 
but remaining uncleared in the golahs, on let Januai^ each year 1790^1828, p. 1006 
Quantity cleared out at the Company’s golahs, 1790 — 1828, p. 1006— Curtail- 
ment of supply of salt recommended, in order to effectasale of the sold salt in Company’s 

golahs, p. 1017, par. 137 Statement of the state of golahs as compared with the year 

preceding, p. 1018, par. 2— Quantity of salt sent into the interior from, in 1829, 

p 1018, par. 3 Merchants unable to move their stocks from, on account of increased 

supply, p. 1018, par. 4 Statement exhibiting the clearances of salt from the golahs 

of tne several agencies, for the month of December 1829, compared with the clearances 
for December 1828, p. 1022-— Statement of the quantity of salt cleared from the 
Apnev and Sulkea golahs, 1828—1829 ; with a memorandum of the total quantity of 
salt sold, but remaining uncleared, December 1828—29, p. 1024. 

Goruckpore ; Appointment of a Collector at, p. 919, par. 4. 

Grain. Directions to enter into full consideration of advantages* to be derived from 
unrestricted trade in, and salt, between the two Presidencies, p. 991, par. 27. 
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"Guzerat ; Modification of Government regulations proposed for the supply of cmium, — — 

approved of, p. 70— Cultivation of the poppy prohibited in, oy the innuence GUZ — M AD 

of the British Governraetit (1803), p. 027. 


H. 

Hislop, Lieutenant ; Discussion and conclusions drawn by, relative to the opium ques- 
tion, p. 938. 


I. 

Illicit Trade. See Opium, II. 2. vii. Salt, 13. 

Imports. See Opium, II. 2. iv. ; IV. 2. 3. Salt, 5. 

Indore. Instructions to the Resident as to treaties, p. 933— — ^Notice to agent to report 
prices of opium regularly, p. 965. 


J. 

Jeremie, Captain ; Advantages of employing him, p* 921, par. 8. 

lessors. Quantity of salt consumed, as supplied by Company’s salt, since 1790, p. lOOtj. 

Jeypore ; Necessity of treaty with that State, p. 931. 

Johnston, Captain ; His opinion of treaties with native princes for the purpose of securing 
the trade in opium, p. 945. 

Juanpore ; Appointment of a Collector at, p. 919, par. 4, 

K. 

Kharee Noon ; Concurrence in decision with respect to salt manufactured in Behar, 
p. 992, par. 35. 

Kotah. Instructions to Residents to conclude treaties with the State of, p. 932--— 
Tlieir remonstrance against the restrictive system, p. 932— Statement contained in a 
remonstrance from the Kotah Government against the restrictive system, p. 933— — 
Desire A>f the Government to be relieved from particular clauses in agreement, p. 933 
—Unwillingness of the State of, to enter into treaties, p. 939. 

M. 


Macao i Trade from Goa, and other parts of India to, in opium, p. 906, par. 1. 

Maddoek, Mr. Small quantity of opium produced in Eastern Malwa, p. 045. 

Madras. Profit to the Madras Treasury on a Madras garee of salt, p. 985, par. 30 - 

Improvement in the quality of Madras salt ; relative increase of price as compared 
with Bengal salt, p. 991, par. 27— Quantity of Madras salt sold May 1825 to April 
18^, p. 1004, par. 10— —Balance of Madras salt expected to be left on hand after 

February sale 1830, p. 1021, par. 18 Madras pennit salt to be imported 1830. 

p. 1021. 
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Malcolm, Sir J, Answers of the Government of Fort William to his despatches relative 
to the inanagoment of the Maliva Opium Trade^ as far as HjBnbay was concerned, 
p. %8, 969. 

Malwa, Consec|uences to Indian opium from the opposition of, in the Eastern and 

Chinese markets, p. 906, par. 2 TlVaders in, rivals of the Company in China market, 

p. 908, par. 43— Far the most powerful opposition, p. 908, par 44— S(j much so, 
as |}robably to materiidly injure the Company's trade, p. 908, par. 44— Channels by 
which it found its way into the Eastern market, p. ‘.K)8, par. 45— Useless obstructions 
raised to its introduction, p. t)08, par. 45— Quality of, p. 911, par. 59— Sometimes 
surpasses Behar, p. 911, par. 59— Partial success of prohibitory regulations in pre- 
venting illicit trade in, p. 911, par. 59 — —Proposed plan of the Board ofTrade for taking 
up, for the Company, p. 911, par. 60— Estimated supply of, at the Bombay sales, 

p. 912, par. 61 ^Quality of, p. 912, par, 63— Arrangements proposed by Mr. 

Wellesley for the purchase of, by the East -India Company, p. 912, par. 63, 64, 65— 

Doubts of fhis plan, p. 913, par. 66 Agencies similar to those in Bengal the only 

means of controlling cultivation of opium in Malwa, p. 914, par. 69— Regulations 
necessary for the protection of the Company's revenue, p. 914, par. 7\, 72— Regula- 
tion of distinction between the foim of Malwa, Behar, and mnares opium, p. 915, 

par. 73 Great ditliculties of the Mahva question, p. 915, par. 36, 37, 38, 39, 

40, 41 Impracticability of managing Malwa opium like parts of Bengal, p. 916, 

par. 41 Comparative prices of Malwa, Behar, and Benares opium, p. 917, par. 42 

How far Mr. Swinton's arrungcmeiits tended to secure the trade in, at the com- 
mand of the British Government, p. 924, par. 11 Receipt and disbursement of 

Malwa department, p. 924, par. 15 Prices obtained for, in 1827, m China, p. 925, 

par. 19 — —Necessity of restricting the supply to tlic demand for the China market, 

p. 927—— Route by which Malwa opium is 8mu|;gled, p. 928 Mode of providing 

funds for the purchase of, p. 929 N o undue influeiice necessary to obtain the con- 
sent of Mahva States to restrictions on the trade, p. 933 Smuggling carried on : 

daring nature of the attempts, p. 938, 93 9 No difference taken place in poppy 

cultivation, in consequence of new regulations, p. 944— Manner in which East-India 
Company might maintain their trade in relinquisliing the Malwa trade, p. 948—-— 
Directions to Agents not to interfere in the cultivation of, in Malwa provinces, p. 948 
—Answers of the Government of Bengal to the views of Sir J, Malcolm, as to the 

supply of Bombay with Malwa opium, p. 968, 969 Opium agents’ estimate of the 

net prt^fit realized at a year’s sale, p. 971, par. 12— Advantages anticipated by Sir 
John Malcolm of a transfer of the maimgemeut of the Malwa opium concern to Bom- 
bay, p. 971, par. 13 Opinions of the Bengal Government on this subject, p, 972. 


Manufacture. See Salt, 6. 

Mediterranean. Price of Turkey opium, p. ^)09, par. 54. 


Metcalfe, Sir C. His opinion on the right of interference and search by the East- India 
Company as to the opium trade, p. 9^. 

Meywar. Unavailing to use any restrictive arrangements under the present system carried 
on in Meywar, p. 935 Consequences in Meywar of attempting to carry the restric- 

tive regulations into effect, p. 941. 


Mirzapore, See Salt Duty. 

Mocha. Quantity of Mocha salt sold May 1825 to April 1826, p. 1005, par. 10. 
Molungh^es. Consequences to them of Aurungs being abandoned, p. 981, par. 17* 
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Eftect of any sudden abandonment of the demand from Bengal on the revenue of Port — 

St. Geoige« in affo^ng Molungfaees the means of creating an extensive contraband MON — OPl. 
traffic, p. 987, par. S7—— To be allowed an adequate nroiit for their tydaad salt, 

p. 989, par. 52 Advance in price allowed them ; apprenonsic n r)f their deserting the 

manufketure, p. 992, par. 37. 

Monopoly. See Opium. II. 1,2. 


N. 

Native Princes. Arrangements made with them to prevent the illicit transit of opium, 
p. 924, par. 12— Necessity of procuring their zealous co-i peration ; method of 

arranging with them, p. 924, par. 14 Indemnitication necessary for losses sustained 

by native princes, p. 92P— — Sir E. Colebrooko’s opinion as to the riglit of Government 

to interfere with them, p. 9136 Desire of chiefs generally to relinquish opium treaties, 

p. 954, par. 19, 20— -Notice of native princei^ of their desire to cease the supply 
of contract opium, p. 962, par. 52. 


0 . 

Odeypore. Arrangements directed to be made with the Prince of, as to opium regula- 
tions, p, 931— —Smuggling carried on through, p. 939, 910— Captain Cobbed 
opinion of the Company’s regulations, p. 941. 

Ondah, Advantageous separation of this office from the golah ; beneficial effieets on the 
revenue, p. ^)92, par. 36. 

OPIUM: 

I . — Cui TvnE AKD Manufacture : 

1. Generally. 

2. In particular Places. 

3. Illicit. 

4. Restraining Regulations. 

II . — Trade : 

1. Exclusive Rights of Company. 

2. General Trade. 

i. In Company's Territories. 
ii. By Treaty with other States. 

• hi. Of particular Places. 

iv. Importation. 

V. Exportation. 

vi. Agencies for Managements 

vii. Illicit Trade. 

lll.-^RsTENUE : 

1. Duties. 

2. Regulations. 

W ,—Cqnsvmption and Sale: 

1. Restraining Regulations. 

2. Internal. 

3. External. 
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V.’^QujLiTMMs Atm Puiota : 

VI.— GsviBii AiaDLjrioirs 
See abo Passes, 

L^CuLTURE and AfANVFACTURS : 

1. Generallif : 

Extensbe building at Patna^ p. 899, par. 10— The growth superintended by agents, 
p. 900, par. 12--— Management proposed in Behar; advance to ryots, p. 900^— Re- 
trenchment of establishments, p. Wl— Regulations for preserving the superior charac- 
ter of Behar and Benares opium in manner of packing, p. 905, par. 84— -Advantages 
of employing Captain Jeremie in particular departments concerning the culture of 
opium, p. ^l, par. 8— —Means adopted to superintend the produce and preparation of 
opium, p. 922, par. 11— -Uselessness of the office proposed to be appointed of an 

opium-examiner, p. 922, par. 11 ^Cultivation of, very expensive, requiring much 

labour and manure, and irrigation, p. 923, par. 7-— —Measures taken by the Bengal 
Government for extending the cultivation of the poppy, p. 972, par. 15. 

2. In particular Places: 

Behar, p. 900 ^Impossible to prevent, in Rungiion^, p. 902, par. 16 Insufficient 

production in Behar, I). 903, par. 76— In Dinagepore and Rungpore,p. 903, par. 78 
Superiority of Behar and Benares opium, p. 905, par. 84— Advantage of em- 
ploying Captain Jeremie in Behar, p. 921, par, 8. 

Ifiee also Name of each Place. 

3. Illicit: 

Prevention of illicit manufacture, p. 898, par. 2— Agent’s duty, p. 900, par. I g 
To be prevented by agents appointed, p. 900 To be subject to fine and imprison- 
ment, p. W1 In the province of Benares, p. 902, par, 15 ^In Rungporeand Dinage- 
pore, p. 903, par. 78 ^Extent of, in Rniigpore, Dinagepore, and Puriieah; proposed 

means of prevention, p. IKH, par. 79— Proceedings of Zillah Court of Punieah 
censured, p. 904, pur. 80. 

4. Ilestrahuus Regvlations : 

I’ho poppy not to be introduced in places where not hitherto grown, p. 903, par. 76 

Not to be increased by forced cultivation, p. 903, par. 77— Not to be extended 

for supply, p, 904, par. 79— Necessity of imposing agencies, similar to those in Ben- 
gal, iii Mahva, to control cultivation, p. 914, par. 69 Difficulties which arise in 

attempting the regulation of the growth of Malwa opium, p. 916, par. 41 Culture 

of the poppy prevented in Guzerat (1803), by the influence of the British Government, 

p. 927 Necessary to restrict the supply of Malwa opium to the demand of the 

C’hina market, p. 927 Objections to which such restrictions would be liable, p. 927 

——Necessity of restricting the people in the Deccan from the sale and importation of 
opium, p. 928— Opinion of Sir C. Metcalfe on the subject of the right exercised by 

the Company of search and interference, p. 933 Opinion of Mr. Bayley on the same 

subject, p. 935 Any restrictive arrangements are unavailing under present system 

carried on in Mc^ywar,^. 935 -Uselessness of half-measures, p. W7— Effect of, in 

Jeypore, p. 937~Mr. Cavendish’s opinion of their efTect in States under his cogni- 
zance, p. 937—~~Major Caulfield s opinion of, p. 938— —Lieutenant Hislop’s opinion 
of their injurious consequences, p. 938- Reasons why the enforcement of the re- 

strictive system is incompatible with the state of the country, n. 989— Major Suther- 
land’s opinion on the manner in which the cultivators are affected by the Company's 
regulations, p. 940— —Consequences in Meywar of carrying regulations into effect, 
p. 941— Cultivators in Odeypore very slightly affected by reslriotive measures, p. 941 
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—■'■■ E ffect of, in Mahedpore ; opinion of Captain Borthwick concerning', p. 942— No ' 

decrease of poppy cultivation has yet taken place in Malwa, in consequence of new re- OPIUM 

S ilatious, p. 9 44 U selessness of making the cultivation of the poppy a matter of 

rect stipulation, p. 946— Use which diese regulations have been of, to nati\e 

princes, p. 94 6— ■ ■ Impossibility of rigidly enforcing, p. 948 Should be abandoned 

entirely ; regulations in Malwa, p. 951, par. 6 ^Coiiscquences of restricting regulations 

being abandoned, p. 952, par. 7j 8 — —Consequences of their abandonment in Malwa, 
p. 951, 952, par. 6, 7» 8 ; 962, par, 51— Effect of removing, produced a rise of price, 
p. 962, par. 52— Effect of their removal on the supply of the Bombay market, p. 9G3, 
par. 53. 

IL Tradr. 

1. — Exclusive Rights of the Company : 

111 the China trade, p. 894, par. 7 ^I'o be secured by high duties on foreign trade, 

p. 895, par. 5— Intention of the Legislation to sexiureM). 899, par. 9 Prohts exclu- 
sively appropriated, p. 896, par. 10 Application to Parliament, p. 896, par. 11 

Rules to secure Calcutta sales from competition, p. 807> par. 16, 17— Decline of, 
ascribed to the competition of foreign opium, p. 907, par. 40 — —Which has entirely 
destroyed advantages arising from monopoly, p. 907, par. 41— Rivals of the Com- 
pany in the China market are tradera in Malwa, Turxey, and illicit Bengal opium, 

p. 908, par. 43 Principally by Malwa, p.^K)8, par. 44— Which latter might si^riously 

injure the Company’s trade, p. 908, par. 44 Difficulties of controlling, underexist- 

i^ regulations, p.W8, par. 48 How affected by supply of foreign opium, and dete- 
rioration of quality in 1817, 1818, p. 909, par. 49 ^Regulations necessary to maintain, 

6 9ft), par. 50 -To be kept up by superior quality of article^ p, 911, par. 58 

ifficulty incurred as to Malwa opium ; impossioility of controlling the trade as in 
otlier provinces, p, 916, par. 41— How far Mr. Swiiiton’s arrangements secured the 
trade in Malwa opium for the Company, p. 924, par. 1 1— Regulations necessary for 
its maintenance, p. 929— Probable effect on the Bengal monopoly of restrictions not 
being adopted as to Malw^a opium, p. 929-— Consequences of, in Kotah and Malwa, 

p. 933, 934 ^Injurious effects of, on the interests of the mercantile body, p. 939 — 

incompatiblo with the just maintenance of the provinces of Central India, p. 940— 

Difficulties of ensuring, from illicit trade, p. 947, 948— Restrictive regulations for pro- 
tection of, to be abandoned, p. 956, par. 25— Consequences to Coinpany’s trade of 

the sale of passes and the free transit of opium, p, 964,par. 57 Sir John Malcolm’s 

opinion as to purchase of opium at any price, differed from by the Bengal Govern- 
ment, p. 969, par. 6— Opium agents’ estimate of the net profit realized at the year’s 
sale, p. 971, par. 12. 

2. Generally: 

i. In Company's Territory: 

Powers given by 54 Geo. III. for making restrictions, p. 894, par. 8— RcgiJations 

prepared, p. 896, par. 14, 15— -Regulations for B^ar, p. 905, par. 82 How 

affected by foreign competition, p. 907, par. 42. 

ii. By Treaty with other States : 

Proposal to regulate the trade of Goa and other parts of India, with Macao, by 

treaty with Portugal, p, 906, par. 1 ^Improbability of Portuguese government 

agreeing to any proposition of the nature, p. 906, par. Arrangements made with 
native princes to prevent illicit trade in, p. 924, par. 1 2«« « Proposal to take into con- 
sideration of the General Department whether tlm existing treaties for furnishing Malwa 

raium shall be kept up with ai^, and which of me native princes, p. 926, par. 3 

Treaty completed by Captain Cobbe with the State of Oaeypore, p. 931 Instruc- 
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lions to tiie Resident nt Indore, p. 931-— —To the Resident in Kotah, p. 931— — Neces- 

OPIUM.^ sity of treaties with the Jey pore State, p. 93*2 Main object of these commercial 

treaties, p 932— Agreement of the Amjeerah authoriti^'s to co-operate in the restric- 
tive regulations of the Company, p. 932 — —Remonstrance of the Kotah Government 

against the restrictive system, p. 933 ^I'reaties with some of Uie native powers in 

Rajpootana procured by improper exertion of irresistible influence of the ElaBt- India 

C*ompany, p. 933 No undue influence exerted over the States of Malwa to 

obtain their ^eement to reflations of the Opium Trade, p. 9113— Treaties con- 
cluded with Indore, Dhar, Amjheera, Rutlam, Silonce, Seetaniow, confirmed and 

sanctioned, p. 934 No treaties can be concluded with Jyepore, Joudpore, Kishen- 

gurh, or Scindia’s Government, p. 937 Unpalatable to those States in which the 

poppy is grown, p. 938 Boondee and Kotah States did not voluntarily enter into 

treaties, p. 939 Necessity of absolving such States as desire to be released from, 

p. 940 Nature of them destructive of all foreign trade, p. 940 Their consequences 

in Meywar, p. 041 ^In Rajpootana never cordially adopted, p. 941— Dissatisfaction 

of the Malwa State, p. 942— Treaties not injurious or productive of general dissatis- 
faction, p. 943 Extension of, to Scindia's territories recommended, p. 944 — —Not 

looked upon favourably in Peertaubghur, p. 944— Treaties concluded by Captain 
Alves, p. 944 Willingness of chiefs to enter into these arrangements, p. 944 Con- 

sequences in Malwa of treaties, p. 944— Captain Johnston’s opinion of treaties 
wiUi Native Princes, p. 945— General opinion that they are injurious to Sahookars, 

945— Treaties not obtained by undue power or influence, p. 947—— Ends obtained 
might have been secured by easier methods than treaties by the East-India C’ompaiiy, 

p. 947 Difficulties of Native Princes in attempting to enforce, p. 948— Doubts of 

their firmness in aiding, p. 948— Treaties which apply only to transits to be relin- 
quished, p. 950— Desire of chiefs generally to relinquish treaties, p. 954, par. 19, 20 
Abandonment of, approved of, p. 955, par. 23, 

Plan of Government for carrying on trade on the abandonment of treaties and the 
restrictive system, p. 956, par. 25. 

Notice of Native Princes of their desire to cease to supply contract opium after that 
season, p. 962, par 52. 

See also Passes, 

iii. Of particular Places: 

Turkey opium, its importation cannot be prohibited, but restraining duties may be 

imposed, p. 893, par. 4 ^Trade in, cannot be prevented by foreigners to China and 

the Eastern Isles, p. 894, par. 9 ^Calcutta sales to be protected, p. 897, par. 17 — 

Boncoolen not subordinate to Bengal, p 897, par. 18, 19— Fort Marlborough not 

subordinate, p. 897, par. 20 ^’rurkey opium rivals the Company's in China, p. 908 

par. 43— Lowest recorded price of liirkey opium, p. 9(K), par. 51 Selling prices 

of ^har and Benares opium, on averages of several years, p. 910, par. 57 Dimculty 

of driving Turkey opium from the market, p. 911, par. 58. 

See also Name of each Place. 

iv. Importation: 

Cannot be prohibited, but may impose restraining duties, p. 893, par. 4— Regula- 
tions respecting duties must bo sanctioned at home, p. 894, par. 6— —In country trade 
may be interdicted by 54 Geo. III., p. 894, par. 8— Power of interdiction doubted ; 
high duty on foreign trade to be imposed to secure the exclusive trade, p. 895, par. 
3, 4, .5— Duty on opium not Bengal produce, p. 897, par. 17- 

V. Eaeportation : 

Production in Beliar insufficient, p. 003, par. 76— Produce of Behar and Beniares to 
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be reserved for, p. 905, par. 82— Treaty with native princes to prevent exportation 
of Malwa opium, p. 908, par. 45— Difficulty of regelating the transit of Malwa 

opium, p. 916, par. 38, 39, 40, 41 Comparative prices at which Malwa, Bchar 

and Benares opium might be brought to the coast for, p. 917, par. 42— Quan- 
tity exported from Central India in 1817—1823, p. 933 Manner hi which expor- 

tation of Malwa opium might be prevented, p. 948— Vexatious and oppressive mea- 
sures for controlling, p. 948 Treaties which interfere with free exportation to be 

abandoned, p. 950--— Regulations as to Malwa, p. 951, par. 6. 

See also Passes. 

vi. Agencies: 

Arrangement of, in Behar, p. 898, par. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 ; p. 899, par. 10— In the 

Sudder Station as to assistants, p. 899, par. 9 Allowances to agents should be 

liberal, p. 899, par. 11 Subordinate agents superintend the growth and sale ; their 

qualilications, p.900, par. 12 Regulations proposed, and their duties, p.901 Hate 

of commission, p. 901 - — State of, in Benares and (jhazeeporti, p. ^.K)2, par. 15 

Rungpore agency necessary from the impossibility of preventing the growth of the 

poppy, p. 9(fe, par. 16 Duty and allowance of Behar agency, p. 904, par. 81,82 

Previous to agency system, Turkey opium was on a par with Bengal, p. 910, par. 56— — 
Necessity of establisning, in Malwa, similar to Bengal, to control cultivation, p. 914, 

par. 69 Appointment of collectors at Tirhoot, Sarun, and Shahabad, approved of, 

p. 918, par. 47 Further appointments of collectors at Allahabad, Juanpore, Go- 

mckporc, Ghazeepore and Raingur, p. 918, par. 4 Mode of remunerating collectors 

approved of, p. 919, par. 4 Manner of settling disputes between agents, collectors, 

and cultivators, p. 919, par. 5, 6 Directions to agents as to cultivation of opium in 

Malwa, p. 948 Flstablishment of a commeaaal agency in Malwa, separate from a 

political office, p. 956, par. 25— Disapproved of, p. 957, par. 29, 30 Directions to 

agent at Malwa to co-operate with Bombay Government in managing the price and 
issue of passes, p. 962 Agent at Indore to report prices, p. 965. 

vii. Illicit Trade: 

Turkey opium imported into Bengal ; right of confiscation, p. 896, par. 7 Agents 

to prevent illicit practices, p. 900, par. 12 To bo .suppressed by fine and imprison- 
ment, p. 901 In Benares, p. 902, par. 15 Extent in Rungpore, Diiiagcpore, Pur- 

noah, and along the Ganges ; and proposed punishment for preventing, p. 904, par. 79 

Officers required to suppress, p. 905, par. 82 Between Goa, and other parts of 

India, and Macao, p. 906, par. 1 Illicit trade from Bengal rivals the Company’s in 

C’hiiia, p. 908, par. 43 Extent of, in Bengal opium, is a serious evil, p. 908, par. 47 

— —Prohibitory regulations against Malwa opium would only be partially successful, 

p. 911, par 59 Difficulties of dealing with Malwa trade; proposed regulations; 

objections to them, p. 914, par. 63, 61, 65, ()6, 07 How far Mr. Swiiiton’s arrange- 
ments tended to reduce the illicit trade in Malwa opium, p. 924, par. 11 -Arrange- 
ments made with native princes to prevent, p. 924, par. 12 Route by which Malwa 

opium is smuggled^. 928 Attray in Booiidee betw'cen opium smugglers and Rajah’s 

troops, p. 935 Transported, by separate individuals, in small quantities, and in largo, 

by iiieenalis, or bands, p. 938— —Feelings of native princes at the manner of searching 

for contraband opium, p. 939-: Daring manner in which carried on in Odeypore and 

Boondee, p. 939— Affrays with tlie military and smugglers, p.940 — —Considerable 
quantities smuggled, p. 941— No attempts in Mahedporc to force opium out of the 

province by armed parties, p. 943 Extent t(» which carried in Scindia*s territories, 

p. 945— Plan for preventing, by establishments *in other States, generally offensive, 
n, 945— Despatch from the Resident at Delhi concerning, p. 948— Yearly augmen- 
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tation of, by Diu and Demauu, for the China market, p. 949 ■ ' Carried on by armed 
bands, p. 949 ^Plan to prevent, by gruiting passes, p. 953, par. 13, 14, 15. 

llh^RErENUE: 

1. Duties: 

Annual amount of revenue, p. 891, par. 3 Regulation for protecting against foreign 

opium, p. 891, par. 3 Rate of proposed duty high, and reasons why, p. 895, par. 

3, 4, 5, 

Injury accruing to Company’s revenue from trade between Goa, and other parts of 
India, and Macao, p. 906, par. 1—— Duties agreed to be imposed by native princes to 

prevent the passage of Malwa opium, p. 908, par. 45 Suggestions for imposing an 

export duty on opium, p. 918, uar. 48- — ^To be paid to Scindia’s officers pending trea- 
ties on the subject, p.930 Manner in which the Company might command the trade 

by duties, if they extinguished tlie Malwa trade, p. 948. 

Difficulty of imposing transit duties without reference to Government at home, 
p. 953, par 13— Plan for sale of passes, p. 953, par. 1.5— —Necessity of compounding 
with Sanookars for passes, p. 954, par. 18— —Measures adopted for commuting passes 

approved of, p. 955, par. 23 ^Efiuse with which revenue may bo collected by a system 

of granting passes, p. 964, par. 61 Notice for issuing passes at Bombay, p. 965, 

par. 62 Revenue derived from issue of passes to be brought to account in Bombay, 

p. 965— Opinion of the Supreme Government as to the course pursued by Sir J. Mal- 
colm, and the plans proposed by him, p. 968, par. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.. 

2. Regulations for Collection and Protection : 

Prepared by order of Directors, p. 895, par. 2 Importance of securing, p. 89(), 

j)ar. 10— By internal sale, p. 898, par. 2 Collection of revenue, of that in cultiva- 
tion to be preferred to increasing the production, p. 904, par. 79 Arrangements for 

improving, p. 904, par. 81,82 ^"rhe price to be made high, more for restraining 

consumption than increasing revenue, p. 905, par. 85*— Regulations necessary to 
protect the revenue from the competition of Malwa opium, p. 914, par. 71, 72— 
Necessity of gaining the greatest possible revenue from Befiar and mnares opium, 

p. 916, par. 42 Disbursements and receipts of the Malwa Opium Department, 

p, 924, par. 15— Objects of the Government in India to secure the revenue on opium, 

p. 925, par. 17— Regulations necessary as to Malwa opium, p. 929 Advantages 

to the Maharanas of Odeypore by the restrictive regulations of the Company, p. 941. 

IV. — Consumption and Sale: 

1, Restraining Regulations : 

Preventing illicit sale, p. 898, par. 2 Under the Board of Revenue, with similar 

rules as those for the sale of spirits, p. 901 ^Interference for the sake of morals, 

being injured by the use, p. 901, par. 14 ^Illicit traffic to be prevented, and use con- 
fined to medicine, p. 901 Fines to be imposed, p. 902— Object of the Court of 

Directors to restrain the use, p. 903, par. 75 ^The introduction into new districts to 

be prevented, p. 90o, oar. 75 But not possible at Rungpore to be put undertaxation, 

{ ». 903, par. 77— -Consumption not to be encouraged, but the abuse of the drug 
cssened, p. 905, par. 85— Necessary for the protection of Company’s trade, p. 908, 

par. 44 Slight success of, to control the sale of Malwa cmium, p, 911, par. 59— 

Advantages to oe derived from following proposed plan of Board of Trade regarding 
prohibitory regulations as to Malwa opium, p. 91 1, par. 60— Difficulties of deding 
with Malwa opium ; plan proposed ; oojections to, p. 912, par. 63, M, 65,66, 67-—*- 
Treaties with native princes to prevent the transit of, p. 924, par. 12— ^-Anticipated 
result of the means adopted for the protection of the revenue, p. 925, par. lo-~- 
Resolution passed, involvmg the total abandonment, on our part, of interference with 
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^he growth and transit of opium throughout Central India^ p. 926, par. 1— — At Odoy- 
pore, p. 931— Horror of the inhabitants of Rajpootaua at the idea of the Company 
monopolizing the opium trade, p. 933 — Opinion of Sir C. Metcalfe concerning the 

right of search and interference as to the opium trade, p. 934 Opinion of Mr. 

Bayley on the same subject, p. 935— —Uselessness of arrangements in Meywar, p. 935 
—U selessness of half measures, p. 936— Effect of, Jyepore, p. 937 Mr. Caven- 

dish’s opinion concerning, p. 937 — —Consequences in the Mahva; opinion of Major 
Caulfield, p. 938— Consequences of their abandonment in Main a, p. 951, par. G, 

7s S; p. 962, par. 51 ^Effect of removing, produced a rise in price, p. 962, par. 52 

— E ffect of tlieir removal on the supply of the Bombay market, p. 9G3, par. 53. 

2. Internal : 

Attainment of revenue by, p. 898, par. 2 ^Under Board of Rcvciuic, p. 901 

Confiscated opium to be used to supply the deficiency of production in Beliar, p. 
par. 7G— Not to be supplied by introducing the poppy into new places, p. 903, par. 

7G Produce of Rungporc to be appropriated for, p. 905, par. 82 Arrangement 

proposed by Mr. Wellesley for the sale of Malwa opium to the Company, p. 912, 
par. 63, 64, 65— Doubts as to the utility of the plan, p. 913, par. 66 Arrange- 
ments made with native princes to prevent illicit trade in opium, p.924, 2 >ar. 12 

Proposal to take into consideration of the General De 2 )artment, whether the existing 
treaties for the furnishing Malwa o])ium shall be kept up with any, and which, of the 

native princes, p. 926, par. 3 Manner in which internal consumption should bo 

arranged, p. 930 Propositions to the Supreme G<)vernnient respecting, p, 930 

Necessity of providing, for the countries to llie north-west, p. 932 — - — Quantity siqiplied 
by agents for, p. 952, jw. 8— Quantity supplied for the Bombay Investment, ltS29, 
p. %1, par. 47-~~Answer of the Government of Bengal to the despatches of Sir 
J. Malcolm, relative to the management of the Malwa opium trade, as far as Bonxbay 
was concerned, p. 968, 969. 

3. External: 

Demand in the Eastern market has considerably increased, p. 909, par. 49— In the 

Eastern market may be estimated at 8,000 chests, p. 909, par. 51 Views of tlie 

Bombay Government as to checking the exportation ot Malwa opium, p. 926 Total 

amount of foreign oiniim supplied to the Chinese market, 1817 — 18, i).927 Restrain- 

ing regulations necessary to prevent the sale and exportation of opium grown in the 
Deccan, p. 928— Impossibility of preventing the exportation of the drug through the 
Bheel tracts^ p. 937. 

^Qualities and Prices: 

Of the best Turkey opium in the London market, p. 894, par. 6— Bengal opium 

inferior, Bchar and Benares superior, ji. 905, par. 84 Superiority of Bengpdl opium 

over that manufactured in other parts of India, p. 906, par. 3- Quality of Company’s 

opium obtains for it a decided preference, u. 908, par. 49— Price of Company’s 
opium places it out of the reach of the poorer classes, p. 908, par. 49— Small quan- 
tity of, leaves room for foreign opiums, and hi^h price enables them to sell much 
lower, p. 909, par. 49— Rival sujxplies increased in value lately (1817 — 1818) from 

bad quality of Company’s opium, p. 909, par. 49 Regulations as to, nece.ssary to 

maintain the Comjpany’s trade, p. 909, par. 50— Price at which Turkey opium, 
bought in the Mediterranean, would yield a fair profit in China, p. 909, par. 54-— 
Comparative value of Bengal and Turkey opium, p. 910, par. 55— Selling price of 
Behar and Benares opium, on an average of eight years, from 1787 — 8 ; and tor various 

periods subsequently, p. 910, par. 57 Necessity of good quality to insure sale, 

p. 911, par. 58— Superiority of Company’s opium if supplied ot the standard quality 
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of 1798, p. 911, par. 58— —Quality of Malwa opium, p.911, par. 59— Sometimes 
surpasses Behar, p. 911, par. 59— ^Difficulties which arise in attempting to exclude 

competition by price, p. 916, par. 40, 41 Prices obtained in Cnina for Malwa 

opium owing to the increasing fondness of the Chinese, and the badness of the quality 
of Bengal growth, p. 925, par. 1 9 Price paid by the Company in Central India fair, 
p. 933— —Price of, between 1819 — 1825, p. 93 8— Manner proposed for r^ulating 
the price, should Government change their mode of operation, p. 948— Prices at 
whu^ agents had supplied a year's provision, allowing for sale and internal consump- 
tion, p. 952, par. 8 Limits of agents as to price for the supply of Bombay market, 

p. 968, par. 5-— Consequences of the removal of restrictions on the price at Bombay, 
p. 970 , par. 10. 

VI. — General REouLATioNa: 

Draft of, proposed, p. 900— Consequences of the monopoly of the East-India 

Company in Central India, p. 949 New regulations, sanctioned by the East-India 

Company for the piircliase of opium, p. 955, par. 23. 

See also Passes* 


P. 

Pasley, Lieutenant ; His opinion on the treaties and regulations of the East-India Com- 
pany, as to the opium trade, p. 944. 

Passes for Opium. Policy of granting, for exportation, p. 953, par. 13, 14, 15— 
Necessity of compounding with Sahookars, p, 954, pan 18— Measure adopted for 
commuting pass arrangement approved of, p. 955, par. 23 — ■ -Issue of, conjointly with 
purchases recommended, p. 956, par. 26—— Price to be demanded for, p. 956, par. 27 

Plan incompatible with that of purchasing for rc-sale, p. 957, par. 31 ; p. 958, 

par. 37 Objections to granting passes simultaneously with a continuance of pur- 

diases, p. 959, par. 39— No claims on the Government could arise from the issue of 

passes, owing to their immediate recal, p, 960, par. 42, 43 Plan of purchasing for 

re-sale entirely relinquished, and Government dealings confined to granting passes for 
free conveyance to Bombay for exportation, p. 962, par. 50— Manner in which 
Major Stewart granted passes in proportion tottie deliveries, p. 962, par. 51— Prices 

at which passes could be readily sold, p. 964, par. 56 Good policy of granting ; 

considerations under which they should be issued, p. 964, par. 59— Plan for selling 
by auction suggested, and abandoned ; reasons of the Government, p. 964, par. 60 — 
Ease with which revenue can be collected under a system of, p. 965, par. 61— Notice 
of Government as to the mode of application for, at Bomoay, p. 965, par. 62— 
Establishment to be reduced in consequence of this system, p. 965«—— Revenue derived 
from issue of, to be brought to account at Bombay, p. 965— Further regulations for 
the issue of, at Bombay, p. 966, par. 65, 66, 67— —Answers of the Bengal Govern- 
ment to Sir J. Malcolm's suggestions for the relation of, p. 970, par. 7— -Bombay 
Government to arrange the detail of, as far as Bombay is concerned, p. 972, par. 14. 

Patna. Extensive buildings there in the opium department, p. 900, par. 12. 

Pearsem, Mr. See Advocate^General, 

Peertaubghur ; Effect of treaties in, p. 944. 

Permit-Salt. Quantity of permit-salt sold May 1825 to April 1826, p. 1005, par. 10— 
Balance of permit and other foreign salt expected to remain on hand after February 
sale 1830, p. 1021, par. 16. 

See also Salt, 5. 



lOil 


INDEX TO THE FOURTH APPENDIX. 

» 

Prince of Wales' Island ; No salt regulations required there, p. 897, par. 24. 

Pringle, Captain. Opinions of, on the treaties and regulations of the Company, as to 
the opium trade, p. M3. 

Profit. See Salt, 7. 

Prohibitory Regulations. See Opium, IV. 1. 


INDJlX. 

PRlI^AL. 


Q. 

Quality, See Opium, V, Salt, 8. 

R. 

liajpootana. Treaties conduded with the native powers in Rajpootana, were procured 
by improper exertion of the influence of the £ast-Iudia Company, p. 933— ■ Horror 
of the natives at the attempt of the Company to secure the^, monopoly of the opium 
trade, p. 933— -Treaties submitted to in, never cordially adopted, p. 941. 

Ramgur ; Appointment of a Collector at, p. 919, par. 4. 

Regp.lations, See Salt, 9. 

Restraining Regulations, See Opium, I. 4 ; III. 2; IV. 1. Salt, 9. 

Revenue. See Opium, III. Salt, 10. 

Roads, By which opium can be conveyed, in any quantities, from Central India to the 
Coast, is not considerable, p, 923, par. 8. 

Rock Salt, See Salt, 5. 

Rokilcund. Propriety of refusing to establish an opium agency there, p. 920, par. 7* 

Rungpore, Illicit cultivation, p, 903, par. 78— Of inferior quality, appropriated for 
internal consumption, p. 905, par. 82. 

Ryots. Their state in Central India, p. 93 4— ■■■ Contentment of, as long as internal con- 
sumption is cheaply provided for, p. 93 4 ■ ■■ T lieir dissatisfaction at the monopoly of the 
Company, p. 937— Effect of opium regulations not injurious to, p. 945. 


S. 

Sahqpkars. General opinion that the treaties regulating the opium trade arc injurious 
to them, p. 945— Causes which they have to complain of the measures of Govern- 
ment p. 948— Manner in which Major Stewart compounded with them as to passes, 
p. 954, par. 18. 

Sales, See 11. 


SALT: 

1. Generally. 

2. Agencies, 

3. Clearances, 

4. Duty. 

5. Export. 

6. Manufacture, 

7. Profit, 


8 . Q^ality. 

9. Regulations, 

10. Revenue. 

11. Sales, 

12. Supply. 

13. Illicit Trade. 
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1 . Generally : 

• Directions to enter into considerations of advantages to be derived from unrestricted 

» trade in, and grain, between the two Presidencies, p. 991, par, 27— Quantity of salt 

which, upon an average of 20 years, was cleared from tlie golahs, and carried into the 

interior, p. 998, par. 18 Actual clearances of salt for 10 years, 1820 — 1829, p. 1019, 

par. 10. 


2. Agencie* : 

Results of Reports from salt agents as to the capabilities of the Bengal aurungs, 

p. 982, par. 20 State of deficiencies 1818, p. 982, par. 21— — Agencies alone are even 

more than adequate to the full supply of the njarket, p. 984, par. 28— —Small profit de- 
rived from salt imported, compared with salt from agencies, p. 985, par. 30 — —Compa- 
rison between sales of agency and inferior imported salt ; no necessity for continuing the 

latter, p. 986, par. 34 -Quantity of salt which the agencies could supply, p.987, par. 

36 5V1 inimum produce of Bengal and Cuttack agencies, j). 988, par# 40--— -Agents 

should particularly attend to the productive powers c)f the various aurungs, p. 989, par. 

52 Good administration of, 1827, p. 990, par. 23 No apprehension of agencies 

being able to meet demand for supply, p. 991, par. 25 Difficulty of procuring 

supply from, a reason for looking to the coast for supply, p. 994, par. 25— —Coro- 
mandel salt would, by undergoing a process, fill up deficiency of agency salt at Bengal, 

p. 994, par. 26 Season at which agency salt is first brought to sale, p. 1000, par. 5 

■ 1 .. — Agency salt sold 1821 — 1826, p. 1001, par. 6— —Agency salt sold 1825— 26, p. 1004, 

par 9 Agency salt sold from December 1825 to April 1826, p. 1005, par. 1 0—— 

Agency salt sold from March 1826 to April 1827, p. 1005, par. 10 Production of 

agency salt more advantageous than importation, and an increase of manufacture at the 
most productive agencies would bo preferable to a resort to the coast, p. 1012, par. 31 
—Statement exhibiting the clearances of salt from the golahs of the several agencies 
for the month of December 1828, compared with the clearances for December 1829, 

p, 1022 Statement of the quantity of salt cleared from the Agency and Sull^a 

golahs 1828 — 1829, with a memorandum of the total quantity of salt sold, but remain- 
ing uncleared, December 1828—1829, p. 1024. 

3. Clearances: 

Statement exhibiting the clearance of salt from the golahs of the several agencies for 
December 1829, compared with the clearances for the month of December 1828, 
p. 1022— —Statement of the quantity of salt cleared from the Agency and Sulkea 
golahs, 1828—1829, with a memorandum of the total quantity of salt sold, but 
remaining uncleared, up to December 1828 — 1829, p. 1024. 

4. Duty: 

Regulations for imposing a du^ on foreign salt, p. SM, par 10 Regulations .for 

increasing the rates of duties on Western salt imported into or in transit through the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces ; for levying a further duty upon those salts on 
entering Benares ; and for remitting the town-duty at present leviable on W estern 
salt imported into the City of Benares, approved of, p. 999, par. 26— Reference to 
the Attorney-General as to the legality of taxing the Province of Benares, so ^ 

equalize the salt duty, p. 1014, par. 32 Answer of the Advocate-General, p. 

par. 36— Proposition for levying an enhanced duty on Western salt consumed in the 
benares Province, p. 1016, par* 38* 

5. Export: 

May be exported from England to India, p. 894— —Regulation imposing duty on 
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importation of foreijgrn salt ordered, p, 977, par. 10 Profit derived from imported 

saU compared with that received from the ag^encies, p. 985, par. 30 Interest of the SAl/F- 

Government of Fort St. George not promoted by the export of coast salt, p. 986, 

par. 32 Opinion of the Board of Trade of what will be the permanent adequate 

importation or coast salt, p. 987, par. 36— -Regulation of the supply for the bettor 

management of the Salt Trade recommended, p# 989, par. 43 Imported at Sulkea, 

viz. Cuttack, Madras, Permit, Bombay^ and Rock Salt ; also, 9,302 maunds of confis- 
cated salt, sold between 1821 — 1826, p. 1001, par. 6— — Quantity of Sulkea salt im- 
ported, 1825—26, p. 1004, par. 9 Quantity of salt imported on which customs 

duties were paid, 1818 — 1828, p. 1016— Regulation of the Board for limiting the 
importation of Cuttack salt approved of, p. 1010, par. 25 — —Quantity of Madras and 
permit salt to be imported 1830, p. 1021, par. 17* 

6. Manufacture : 

Abandonment of certain number of Aurungs recommended^ p. 981, par. 17— —Con- 
sequences on the Molunghees, p. 981, par. 17, 18— Reductions made in surplus 

stock by restrictions on manufacture, p. 982, par. 19 ^Unrestricted manufacture 

allowed on account of deficiencies 1818, p. 1009, par. 21 Notwithstanding unre- 

stricted manufacture supply fell short of estimate 1818, p. 988, par. 39 Advance 

of price to Mtdungliees ; apprehensions of tlieir deserting the manufacture, p. 992, par. 

37*— Complicated and expensive machinery necessary for Bengal establishment, 

p. 993, par. 38 Seasons at which the manufacture takes place, p. 1000, par. 5— 

Regulations of the Board for restricting the manufacture at the several agencies ap- 
proved of, p. 1010, par. 25 Opinion of the Board at Madras on the ellect of the 

suspension of iiuinufacture of salt, p. 1011, par. 27 A .larger manufacture of agency 

salt preferable to a resort to the coast for importation, p. 1012, par. 31— Quantity of 
coast salt necessary for tlie native consumption, p. 1012, par. 31— Reduction in the 
quantities of salt manufactured at Bengal and Cuttack, p. 1021, par. 16. 

7. Profit: 

Difference between profit on coast salt, and salt manufactured at Cuttack and Bengal 

agencies, p. 984, par. 28 Profit to the Madras treasury on a Madras garce of salt, 

p. 985, par. 30 Profit derived from imported salt, compared with fliat received 

from the agencies, p. 985, par. 30 Profit on Bengal salt as compared witli inferior 

salt, p. 986, par. 34-- Molunghees to be allowed an adequate profit for their tydaad 

salt, p. 989, par. 52 Gross and net sums which may be realized according to tlie 

quantity of salt Goveniment may bring to sale; estimated profit, p. 1020, par. 12. 


8. Quality: 

Comparison between relative price and quality of coast imported salt and agency 

salt, p. 985, par. 34 Improved quality of Madras as compared with Bengal, p. 991, 

par. 27. 

9. Regulations : 

Draft of regulations prepared, p. 895, par. 1, 2— Regulations required 

at Prince of Wales* Island and Fort Marlborough, p. 896, par. 14 No 

regulations required at Prince of Wales* Island and Fort Marlborough, p. 977> 
par. 10 — —Failure of various regulations of the Government of India, d. 980, par. 11, 
12—— Proposed alterations of, relative to supply and sale price, p. 996, par. 6 — 18 
.estate and prospects of the salt revenue ; points in regard to which former infor- 
mation was defective; new regulations proposeu, p« 1011, par. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32— 
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SALT. 


Regulation for levying* an enhanced duty on the Western salt consumed in the Benares 
Province, p, 1016, par. 38. 


10. Revenue : 

Importance of securing the revenue, p. 986, par. 10— -Protection of, recommended, p. 

977, par. 10 Unfavourable state of, 1814 — 15, ascompared with former years, p. 973, 

par. 27 Causes of the decrease of profit, p. 979, par. 27, 28 Alarm of the Go- 
vernment at home at the serious decrease in, p.979, par. 32 Amount of sales, amount 

of selling price, and net profit of the revenue, 1815-16 — 1818-19, p. 984, par. 20— 
Revenue derived at Fort St. George from salt exported to Bengal very inconsiderable, 

p. 985, par. 29 Revenue would not suffer by discontinuance of supply of inferior salt, 

p. 986, par. 34 Etfect which any sudden abandonment of the demand from Bengal 

would have upon the salt revenue of Fort St. George, p.987. par. 37 Stability of, 

depends upon extension of consumption, p. 990, j)ar. 23 Security to the revenue by 

regulations IS29, has not improved, p. 992, par. 34 Advantages resulting from the 

separation of thegolah and omiah officers, p. 992, par. 36 Effect likely to be pro- 

duced on the revenue by experiments of increasing quantity and reducing price, p.996, 
par. 6— 12— Existing salt revenue not capable of increase by extension of supply, as 
at present regulated ; only method of increasing the revenue is to extend the tax to 
countries not now furnished from Calcutta, p. 1012— Consequences to revenue should 
sales of salt not be dimiiiislied, j). 1019, par. 11. 


11. JSales: 

How conducted in 1818, p. 982, par. 21 Amount of sales, amount of selling price, 

and not profit of revenue, 1815-16 — 1818-19, p. 984, par. 26 Necessity of bringing 

a large quantity of inferior salt to sale questioned, p. 986, par. 34 Effect on sales of 

1818, of want of sufficient supply of salt, p. 988, par. 39— —Importance of fiiminution 

of the cost of this article, \}, 990, par. 24 System recommended fur the supply of, 

instead of periodical sales, p. 990, par. 24 Effect likely to be produced on revenue 

by increase of supply and diminution of sale price, p. 996, par. 6 — 12 Seasons at 

which the sale of agency salt takes place, p. 1000, par. 5 Sold by retail in Cuttack 

1821 — 1826, p.lOOi, par. 6 Quantity of salt sold in 1821-22, p. 1002, par. 7— 

Quantity of salt sold 1825-26, p. 1001, par 9; p. 1005, par. 10- Quantity of salt 

sold, but remaining in the golahs in each yt Mr 1790 — 1825, p. 1000 Quantity sold 

by public auction in each year, 1790 — 1828, ]).100() ^^Lotal quantity of salt available, 

and uhich it rested with the purchaser to clear, 1790 — 1828, p. 1006 — Average price 
period luaiinds salt sold at Honourable ( ’oinpauy’s sale, 1790 — 1828, p. 1007— 
Retail .sale of salt at reduced prices in Cuttack and C'hittagong, p. 1007— Opinion of 
the Board, supposing the plan of fixed annual sales to be adhered to, how many 
should be made in tlie year, and at what periods, p. 1008, 1009— -Quantity sent from 

golalis in 1829, p. 1018, par. 3 CVnisequenees to merchants should the sales not be 

diminished, p. 1019, par. 11 Gro.ss and net sum which maybe realized according 

to the (juantity of salt Government may bring to sale, p. 1020, par, 12 Reduction 

of, to reduce balance of uncleared lots, recommended, p. 1020, par. 13— Objections 

to decreasing the amount of sales, p. 1020, par. 15 ^Balance of Bengal and 

C^ittack salt expected to he on hand after February sale,p. 1021, par. 17 Quantity 

of sold salt cleared December 1828 — ^29, and from the beginning of each official year 

1828-'29,p. 1022 Directions to limit the quantity of salt to be sold at the various 

sales 1830, p. 1025. 
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12. Supply: 

Nature of the surplus system, p. ‘JSI, par. 14 Causes of its failurr, and reasons 

for its disconii nuance, p. ‘jyj , par. 1 .'}, Ki Ijeductioiis made in suii)lns stock by 

restrictions oil manufactures and importation, p. 'J-SJ, par. Delii iency of supply 

from Cuttack in IHlS, p. ‘JS2, par. 21— l^einiiinent standard i-ftlie annual deinami, 

as assumed by the Board of Trade 18 J 7, p. 1)81, par. Amount of sales, amount 

of tlic sell in*f price, and net profit of revenue, iSli} — If). ISIS — 11 ;, p. ISl, par. 2 f 

Agencies alone Mitlieieiit to tlio full supply of the market, p. 1184, par. 1 ^ 8 — Necessity 
of supply of large ipiantities of inferior salt cpiestioned, p. 1)80, par. .‘51 — —Quantity 
necessary ; amount furnished by agencies, p. 1)87. J'ar. ♦If — - ■ Revival < f surplus system 
in Cuttack; use to the Government and benefit to the peojde, p. 1‘87, par. — 

Amount necessary to retain in store 1817 , p. 1 ^ 8 , j.ar. Amount proposed to be 

kept ill store .subsecpient to 1817 ; insiillicirncy of these estimates, p. 1 ) 8 n, pur. IV.) 

Notwithstanding large supply 1818, suj)ply fell short of estimate, p. iJSS, par. 31' — 

Amount diawnfron balance in store in 1818, p. IjSS, par 40 Elleet t)f siicccs.<i\e 

bad seasons on demand for, p. 1)88, par. 11 Method reecnimended for re\ising the 

present means for, p. 1)81), par. 4;j Manner proposed for K'giilatijig bounties for the 

supply of, p. 1)81), par. f):! Remedy proposed for llie present ibietiiating supply, 

p. 1)1)0, par. 21 Regulations of 1821) have in no way inei eased the supply, j). 1 ) 02 , 

par.lll — — Nec«*ssify of attention of the Indian Government to thesupply to bedeiived 

in ease of delicieiiey from coast salt, p. 1)1)3, par. 38 Insidficiency < f, for tIie]'opii- 

laliou of Bengal, p. 1)1)3, par. 23 Supply from lhec«'ast neces'-ary on account (;f 

insutllcicncy of agencies, p. 1)1)4, par. 2 r; Bengal miglit he supplied Irom Coro- 

mandel coast, ]), 1)04, par. 2 r:—rropuse(l alleratiims in, to promote cc nsnmption, 
— 1)08— .Quantity which, on an average of twenty v\.is M.pplicd to the 

interior, p, UlJS, par. 18. 

Quantity of salt consumed in those provinces which were intended »o he ^:u] jdleil with 
the Comi'.iny’s salt, 171)1) ; viz, Tumlook, Jessore, Bullooali, ]>. )(H (' — --(liuii.cjucnnial 

and animal average of the supply of salt, 171 ) 0 — 1828 , j). lOfT 4’olal supply of 

illicit salt of cvciy description to the inliahit.iiits < f those ])rov iiices, the conMimption 
of whieh was infeiided fo be provided for hy iho nu aiopoly, 171)0 — 18 ^ 8 , p. JCt*7— ^ — 
Extent of supply remiired for the year’s consimijit ion ol' Bengal and Behar, and (juanlity 
to be provided witli reference to the wants of the jjopulalion on cue hand, and Ihe 

maintenance of the revenue on the other, p. iUOS, C urlailmcnt of siip}ly fcTthe 

sake of clearing the Company’s golahs of sold salt, p. 1017,1 ar. 137 Klleet ( f over- 

supply oil the merehaiils* stocks in golahs, p. 1018, par. -!■ ■ Actual clcnrances of salt 
for ten years, 1820—1821), p. 1011 ), par. 10 . 


SAL— S\l? 


13. Illicit Trade: 

Great prevalence of smuggling, p. D/D, par 21)- 'lemptafion to, < u c.eeomit of 

large revenue drawn from,p. 071), par 32 (’aiises of the ii. crease ol, ]>. 18 1, par. 13, 

[.{1 Great inciease of, owing to the ahaiidonment of Auniigs, and the threvying 

inolungUees out of employment, p. 1)81, par. 17, 18 Means of preventing, p. liHi'. 

par. 21 Any sudden abaiidoiiineiit of the Jeiiiand from Bengal oi salt might afiTord 

molimghees the means of creating contraband trade, p. 1»87, par. >7 Demancl vvill 

increase in proportion as smuggling is prevented, p. 01)0, par. .M Rcpi rts cf illicit 

dealing in salt much exaggerated, p. 1012, par. 31, 

Sariin; Approval of the appointment of Collector at . p. 918, par. 47. 

OU 
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Saiiiior: Importance of experiments sfoiiiff on at, and results expected therefrom, p. 991, 

SALT, pS-.ae. 

Shahabad ; Approval of the appointment of Collector at, p. 918, par. 47. 

Shipping. Advantages derived by ship-owners from the trade in salt, p. 985, 986. 

Sirowey ; Territory of, in no way afTected by opium engagements, p. 937. 

Smuggling. See Opium Trade, II. 2. ix. 

Stewart i Major. Manner in which he compounded with Sahookars as to passes for 

opium, p. 954, par. IS Desire of chiefs to relinquish treaties ; information from 

Major Stewart on this subject, p. 951, par, 20. 

Siore^ See Salt, 12. 

Sulkea. Quantity of salt imported and confiscated, 1825 — 26, p. 1003, par. 9— Sulk ea 
salt, viz. Cuttack, Madras, Permit, Rock, Mocha, and confiscated salt, sold from 
May 1825 to April 1826, p. 1005, par. 10. 

Supply. See Salt, 12. 

Sutherland, Major. Ilis opinion of tlie arrangements of the Company for restricting the 
cultivation of the poppy, p. 940. 

Swinton, Mr. Approval of his appointment as agent at Malwa, p. 917> par. 43 
Rcsignmont of his office, p. 923, par. 3— —Satisfaction expressed at his inquiries, p. 923, 
par. 6 Activity with which he prosecuted his inquiries, p. 923, par. 8. 


'r. 


Tirhoot ; Approval of the appointment of Collector at, p. 918, par. 47. 

Trade, Illicit. See Opmm II. 2. vii. Salt, 13. 

Transit Duties. See Revenue. 

Trotter, Mr. ; His memorial concerning supply of salt ; opinion of the Court thereupon, 
p.994, par. 25. 

Tumlook ; Quantity of salt consumed in, as supplied with Company’s salt, since 1790, 
p. 1004. 

Turkey Opium. Importation cannot be prohibited, but restraining duties may be 
imposed, p. 893, par. 4 Price of, in tlie London market, p. 894, par. 6- Com- 

n inay refuse licence to send it to (liina, p. 894, par. 7 Cannot prevent the trade 

om the Eastern Isles to China by foreigners, p. 894, par. 9— Imported into 

Bengal, p, 896, par. 6 Consequences to Indian opium from the opposition of, in 

C'hinese and Eastern markets, p. 906, par. 2 Traders in, rivals of the Company in 

China market, p. 908, par. 43 Manner of convoying, from Turkey to China, p. 908, 

par. 46 Lowest recorded price of Turkey opium in the Mediterranean, p. 909, 

par. 50— Price at which Turkey opium, bought in the Mediterranean, would yield a 

fair profit in China, p. 909, par. 54 Comparative value of Turkey and Bengal opium, 

p. 910, par. .55 Difficulty of driving Turkey opium out of the market, p. 911, 

par. 58-- — Relative value of Bengal and Turkey opium, p. 927. 
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W. 

Wellesley, Mr. His co-operation with Mr. Swinton in inanu^in^ the trade in Malwa 

opium, p. 924, par. 12 Answers furnished by the opium aijent to queries from 

Government ; concurrence nf Mr. Wellesley in the statement, p. 93.‘3 His answers 

to applications from the Government, p. 

See Mahm. 


WELLESLEY. 
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FROM THE 


SELECrr COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

oir THB 

AFFAIRS OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

17th Fzbruary to 6th Octobrr 1831. 




LIST, 


COPIES of all Correspondence, with Documents annexed thereto, which passed 
between the Governor- General in Council and the Judges of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, as well as between the Indian and Home Authorities, respeetiiif^ the 
Estamjsiimknt of Legislative Councils for British India, a New System of 
Courts of Justice, and the Formation of a (.'ode of L\ws, from the Year 182H 
inclusive to the latest Period. 


Puff 

Letter from Mr. Secretary Mackeniie to Mr.SecretaryAuber(with Three Enclosures, Nos. 

dated I20th October 1829 lOo.*? 

No. 

1. -^Letter by the Governor-General in Council to the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Fort William; dated 14th July 1829 i^. 


2. —Letter from Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, to the Guvernor-Gcncral in Council ut Fort 
William (with Two Enclosures); dated 24th January 1829 10o7 

Letter from Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, to the Governor-General in Council at Fort 
William (with One Enclosure); dated 4th February 1829 1084 


4. — Letter from Mr. Secretary Mackenzie to J. Pearson, Esq., Advocate-General; dated Cth Fell. 

1829 UflJ5 


5.— Letter from John Pearson, Esq, A dvocatc-Gcneral, to Holt Mackenzie, Esq., Secretary to 
Government; dated 20ih February 1829 


6. --Letter from £..Molony, Esq., to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces ; dated 23d February 
1829 


1()«7 


7. — Letter from Board of Revenue, Fort William, to W. B. Buyley, Esq , Vico-Presideiit^**in 

Council, Fort William ; dated 6tli March 1829 

8. — Minute by Sir C. T. Metcalfe; dated 13ih April 1820 

9. — Minute by Sir C. T. Metcalfe; dated 2d May 1829 

10 — Note by Mr. Holt Mackenzie; no date 

1 1 .—Note by Mr. W. 11. Macnaghten ; dated 0th April 1829 

12. — Note by Mr. J. W. Hogg; dated ]7tli May 1829 

13. — -Note by Mr. A. Ross; no date 

14. — Letter from W. H. Macnaghten, Estp, Register Sudder Dewanny Aduwlut, to Heiity Shake- 

spear, E!a<|., Secretary to Government, in the Judicial Depurtinciit (with Enclosures); dated 
5th June 1829 - 


1068 

1060 

1086 

1089 

1006 

1100 

llO.'i 

1100 


15. — Conics of Opinions as to the Powers of the Mofnssil Court to take co^izanceof Civil Suits in 

which both Parties are Europeans : Mr. Minchin, Seijeant Bosanquet, Sir N. Tindal 1111 

16. — Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta to the Board of Commissioners fur 

the Affairs of India 11 1-1 

] 7. — Correspondence with the Nizamut Adawlut and the Macistrate of the Suburbs of Calcutta, 

respecting Khoodabtix, Saduttoolah and Challaroo ; marked (A. B. C. D.) 1 1 

(A.) — Letter from H. Shakespear, Esq., Secretary to Government, to W. 11. Macnaghten, 

Esq., Register of the Nizamut Adawlut; dated j6tb June 1829 <5. 

(B.)— Letter from W. U. Macnaghten, Eaq., Register of the Nizamut Adaw'lut, to Henry 

Shakespear, Esq.,. Secretary to Govcmnicnt in the Judicial Department 1120 

Letter from Brown, Esq., to W. H. Macnaghten, Esq. ; dated 2d July 1828 1121 

. (C.)— Letter from H. Shakespear, Esq., Secretary to Government, to the Acting Magistrate of 

the Suburbs of Calcutta; dated 7tn July 1829 112* 

(D.) — Letter from J. Thomason, Esq., to Henry Shakespear, Esq.; dated 13th July 1829 ... 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


Na Pag# 

18. — Memoranduin on the Recorder’s Court at Singapore, Malacca, and Prince of Wales’ Island, by 

Mr. R. Fullerton; dated Bth May 1829 1192 

19. — Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta to the Governor-General in Council ; 

dated 2d October 1829 as* aaa ••• aaa ••• ••• 1196 

20. — Minute by tbe Hon. Sir Charles E. Grey, Knight; dated 9d October 1829 ... ••• k.a l6. 

21. — Minute by the Hon. Sir J. Franks ; dated 23d September 1899 ... ••• ... ... ... 1168 

22. — Minute by the Hon. Sir £. Ryan ; dated 9d October 1829 ... ... ... ... ••• 1171 

S3.— Minute by Lord W.C. Bentinck, Governor-General ; dated 10th October I8S9 ... ... 1188 

24. '-Letter from the Governor-General in Council to the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture at Fort William ; dated 20th October 1829 aaa aaa aea aaa tea 1190 

26. — Letter from the Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors, Ac. Ac. ; dated 14th 
October 1830 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1193 

26.— Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Governor-General in Council, submitting 
the following Papers relative to the institution of Legislative Councils, the formation of a Code, 
and the establishment of a System of Courts ; dated 13th September 1830 1194 

Heads of a Bill, to be intituled, ** An Act for establishing Legislative Councils in the East- 
Indies” (Enclosure, No. 1) ••a ••• vee eee eee ase ••• 1197 

Observations on a Suggestion by the Governor-General in Council, relative to the formation 
of a Code of Law for the British Territories in the East-Indies (Enclosure, No. 2) ... 1209 

Outline of a System of Courts for the British Territories in the East-Indies (Enclosure, No. 3) 1907 

Observations on various Questions touching the Origin and Nature of the Authority possessed 
by the Government and the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Judicature ; with Sugges- 
tions for the better Administration of Justice, and the adjustment of the numerous points 
now involved in doubts ami difficulties (Enclosure, No. 4) eee eee eee eee eee 1211 

J7. — Letter from (Governor-General in Council to the Jud^s of the Supreme Court, su^estingfor 
their consideration certain Alterations and Additions in the Bill to be intitlcd, " An Act for 
establishing Legislative Councils in the East-Indies dated 28th September 1830 1 243 

28. — Letter from Governor-General in Council to the Judges of the Supreme Court, communicating 
the seiElments of his Lordship in Council, on the Papers submitted by them relative to the forma- 
tion of a Code of Laws and the establishment of a System of Courts for tbe British Territories 

m the East-Indies ; dated 9th October 1830 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1246 

29. — LetUjgfrom the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Governor-General in Council, in reply to 
Letter of the 28th September ; stating their sentiments on the Additions and Alterations proposed 

in the Bill ; dated 7th October 1830 ... ... ... ... ... .*. ... ... 1266 

•10. — Letter from the Governor-General in Council to the Judges of the Supreme Court ; explaining 
more clearly the views of his Lordship in Council, in suggesting an Alteration commented upon 
in the above Letter; dated 11th October 1830 ••• eaa ««■ eea eee eve eee 1267 

•11. — Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Governor-General in Council ; returning 
Amended Minutes of a Bill for establishing Legislative Councils in the East-Indies ; dated ISth 

October 1830 ese eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 1269 

Heacls^f a Bill, to be intituled, ” An Act for establishing Legislative Councils in the East-Indies’* 1260 

•1 — F^etter from J. Thomason, Esm, Officiating Deputy Secretary to Government, to P. Auber, 

Esci., Secretary to the Court of D^ectora, transmitting further Communication received from the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, with its Enclosure | 
dated 28th December 1830 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .«• 1267 

33 —Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court to .the Vice-President in Council ; forwarding 
with their sentiments, Copy of a Letter addressed by them to the Secretary of tbe India Board, 
relative to the existing System of Law and Government in India, and the Changes contemplated 
by the institution of a Legislative Council ; dated l6th December 1830 ... ... ... ••• 1968 

.34. - Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Secretary of the Board of Commissionen 
for the Affairs of India, relative to the existing System of Law and Government in India ; dated 
16th October 1830 (Enclosure in the above) ... ... ... ••• ••• 

Inoix • ... *•• ... ... •.. ... ... ... ... 1807 
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
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A NEW SYSTEM OF COURTS OF JUSTICE, 
AND A CODE OF LAWS, 

IN BRITISH INDIA. 


(Territorial Department, Revenue.) i.egi8Lative 

LETTER from Holt Mackenzie, Esq., to P. Auber, Esq., &c. &c. &c. councils, 

Sir; Fort William, 20th October 1829. 

W ith reference to my letter of the 1st September last, I am directed by the O^mor- 
General in Council to transmit to you, for the purpose of being laid before tlie Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, copies of the several Papers specified in the annexed List, of 
which the subject will hereafter be again brought to the notice of the Court in a separate 
Despatch. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie,^ 

Secretary to Government. 


No. 1. 


LETTER from Lord W. C. Bentinck, Governor* General in Council, to the Honourable 
Sir Charles E. Grey, Knight, Sir John Franks, Knight, and Sir Ekiward Ryan, 
Knight, Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

Honourable Sirs: Fort William, 14 July 1829. 

In pursuance of the intention stated in the concluding paragraph of our Letter of the 
i3th instant, we have now the honour of oommunicadng to you the views and sentiments 

6 Y which 


Governor-General 
in Council 
to Judges of 
Supreme Court. 



1054 FIFTH APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


IKOISLATIYE 

COUNCILS, 

&c. 


Governor-General 
in Council 
to Judges of 
•Supreme Court. 


which we entertain in regard to the measures to be pursued for the adjustment, among 
others, of the important question discussed in the Despatch addressed by you to the 
Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India.* 

2. Previously to the receipt of that Letter, the defective state of the Law relating to the 
jurisdiction of the King’s Court, and to the powers of the Government and of the Tri- 
bunals established by its authority iu the interior of the country, had for some time 
occupied our attention. 

3. In regard to almost every provision of the British Parliament, whether for defining the 
legislative authority of the Governments of the several Presidencies, or for prescribing 
the course to be pursued by them in the executive administration, questions have arisen of 
a very embarrassing nature. The rules applicable to the Siidder Dewanny and Nizamut 
Adawlut, and to the subordinate Native Courts, which rest on parliamentary enactments, 
though few in number, have given rise to many doubts and difficulties. Those relating 
to the rights and obligations of individuals arc not more free from obscurity. 

4. On several important points the question of the jurisdiction of His Majesty’s Courts 
appears to be involved in doubts, productive of alarm to our native subjects, of embar- 
rassment to the local Governments, and discredit to our country. In some instances it 
scorns to us, that those Courts have been compelled, by a construction of the law contrary 
to the probable intention of the liCgislature, to extend their jurisdiction in a degree incon- 
sistent with the public convenience ; and wo cannot but perceive that a delay which must 
attend a reference to England, for the ptirpose of removing such doubts, or of recon- 
ciling the obligations of the law to the exigencies of State expediency, might bo attended 
with the most afflicting consequences. In cases, moreover, in which the co-operation of 
the King’s Court is requisite to the validity of the laws and ordinances of the local 
Governments, there exist no means, short of an application to Parliament, of insuring 
consistency of proceeding at the several Presidencies, however essential to the public 
intereqUs The legislative powers vested in the several Governments, in their application 
to British-born subjects, and to persons of all nations and persuasions residing within the 
cities of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay (some of whom have no recognized law of mar- 
riage or inheritance), appear to fall in several respects short of what the exigency of the 
case demands ; and the present system, under which rules and ordinances applicable to 
those cities arc passed, seems to be open to many and serious objections. 

5. The good fortune which this Presidency has enjoyed docs not materially lessen our 
souse of tlie evil, since it is obvious that the mischii^f of an inapplicable law can never be 
cured by the wisdom and moderation of judges bound to obey it. VVe can only there- 
fore derive from the circumstance the gratifying assurance, that iu soliciting your aid and 
advice, our representation will be met with a cordial desire to concur in every measure 
that may appear calculated to promote the interests of our country. 

G. While we are strongly impressed with the defectiveness of the existing law, as ap* 
plicablc to the state of things for which it was designed to provide, we see abundant 
reasuu to conclude, that the changes which have recently occurred, and those wtneh taay 
soon be anticipated, are likdy to render its imperfections still more glaring. 

7. The 


* In th« Oeneml D«partnien4 CoiunltstioDi 18tb Junt 1887, No,& 
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^ 7* The new Insolvent Act must apparently give rise to many cases very inadequately 
provided for. Some parts of tlie law for the improved administration of criminal justice^ 
appear to contemplate the existence of institutions not known to the country ; and if 
increased facility be given to Europeans to settle in the interior, and to acquire landed 
property, a measure which we deem essential to the best interests of England and of 
India, it is clear that many and serious inconveniences must be experienced, unless they 
be liable, with the rest of the inhabitants, to the authority of the local Courts. 

8. In deliberating on the means of correcting past omissions, and of providing fur the 
exigencies of tlie future, we are forcibly struck with the apparently insurmountable 
obstacles that present themselves to the attempt of accomplishing those objects by a par- 
liamentary enactment for the several cases. To hope that all the points which will arise 
can be anticipated by any scheme of prospective legislation, would be visionary. To 
expect that the matters which have actually presented themselves can be provided for by 
Parliament, without giving occasion to many new and intricate questions, would be to 
overlook the result of all past experience. It will be equally at variance with all the con- 
clusions wliich we should draw from general reasoning. Even in legislating relative to 
things most familiar, with all the advantages of full discussion by the parties interested, 
and all the information acquired by tho daily business of life, it is seldom that the conse- 
quences of a law are fully anticipated. 

9. With such impressions, wo cannot resist the conclusion, that it is a matter of the 
most urgent expediency to have in this country an authority legally competent to legislate 
for all classes and all places, subject to the political authority of the Honourable East- 
India Company ; and this persuasion, the facts and observations stated by you in tho 
Despatch to which we have already referred, are calculated powerfully to confirm. Now, 
in the present circumstances of the country, there seem to be no elements for a Legisla- 
ture, excepting the Government and His Majesty's Courts ; and it seems to us that the 
concurrence of both is, for a variety of reasons, highly desirable. In other words, we 
should propose, that the Members of the Supreme Government and the Judges' of the 
Supreme Court of Calcutta should be constituted a Legislative Council, with power to 
enact laws for the guidance of all Courts, whether established by the King or by the 
local Government, within the territories of the East-Iiidia Company, and for the regula- 
tion of the rights and obligations of all persons subject to their authority. 

10. By these means we should hope that the defects of the law, as now existing, might 
be speedily and safely corrected, without imposing upon you any burthensonie additional 
labour, or requiring from you any duty inconsistent with tho most complete independence 
in your judicial capacity. 

11. We should anticipate very great benefit from a change by which the judges of your 
Court would bo constitutionally empowered and authorized to afford us the full benefit 
of your experience and legal knowledge, and by which they would, equally with the 
Members of the Government, have a voice in regard to the expediency of all proposed 
laws, instead of being confined, as now, to a decision on the question of their repugnance 
or otherwise to English law, after the Government has committed itself by their 
enactment. 

12. The registry and publication of such laws in the Supreme Court, with the same 

6 Y 2 right 
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light of appeal to the King in Council, might be made, as now, in the case of rules 
and regulations for the good order and civil government of the Presidency; the Judges 
of the Court having, however, as such, administrative functions only. Any argument 
against a proposed law (supposing parties to appear and oppose it) to be heard, if heard 
at all, before the Supreme Council, constituted as above, from which the appeal to His 
Majesty in Council should lie. 

13. Coming to the above conclusion, as to the general measure to be adopted for 
remedying the defects of the existing system, it does not appear to be necessary for us to 
enter into any detailed explanation of the circumstances under which those defects have 
practically developed themselves, or of the specific rules and regulations by which we 
should propose to apply a remedy. It may not, however, bo irrelevant to state, that we 
are informed that the persons whose case has been submitted by you to His Majesty’s 
Government had, previously to their being put upon their trial in the Supreme Court, 
been tried by the Court of Circuit, three of whom were acquitted by the Judge of that 
Court for want of proof, and one was ordered to be discharged by the Nizamut Adawlut, 
on a reference from him, on a failure in jurisdiction, in consequence of the stolen pro- 
perty having been found in the prisoner's possession within the limits of the town of 
Calcutta. It may also be proper to take this opportunity of remarking, that the cri- 
minal law, as administered by the Nizamut Adawlut and the subordinate Courts in the 
interior of the country, retains but little of the Muhommedan Code, whether in respect 
to the laws of evidence, or to the punishments aimexed to offences ; and that wo most 
anxiously desire to adopt all practicable improvements in the constitution and forms cf 
those Courts, so as to obviate every reasonable objection against the extension of their 
jurisdiction to all cases which can be expediently subjected to that of your Court. 

14. The immediate object, however, of the present Address is to solicit a communica- 
tion of your opinion on the ge^eral question. And should your sentiments concur with 
those we entertain, as to tiu) expediency and necessity of enlaiging the legislative powers 
of Government, we shall bo much obliged to you if you will further state the conclusions 
to which a consideration of tlie subject may lead you, in regard to the mode in which 
such powers could best bo exercised, and tlic limitations to which the exercise of them 
should be subjected. 

15. We have directed our Judicial Secretary to furnish you with all the Papers which 
we have had immediately under consideration on the present occasion, and with any 
others to which you may desire to refer. 


We have, &c. 


(Signed) W. C. BsKTiifCt. 
W. B. Baylby. 

C. T. Metcaui; 
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'^Miscellaneous.) No, 2. cou^t ii.s, 

LETTER from Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, to Lord W.C, Bentinck, Governor- — 

General in Council, &c. &c. &c.. Fort William.— (With two Enclosures.) Board of Revenue 

to Governor-Gen. 

Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, in Council* 

My Lord : 24th January 1829. 

We have tlie honour to submit, for the orders of your Lordship in Council, the accom- 
panying Letter, addressed to our Secretary by the Receiver of the Supreme Court, with 
its Enclosure, described to be an authenticated copy of a Decree of the Supreme Court 
in the suit mentioned in the margin.* 

2. The Letter from the Receiver of the Supreme Court contains an application that 
instructions may be issued by the Board to the Local Collectors, for registering on their 
respective Records, as joint proprietors of the several lands adjudged to them, the names 
of the parties to whom those lands have been decreed. 

3. Wo are not aware of any precedent for this application to us, and we are of opinion 
that decrees of this description hy the Supreme Court should be carried into etfect 
through the Mofussil Courts, to which the necessary application for the purpose should 
bo made. 

4. A mutation of names cannot, however, be legally entered in the Malgoozar Regis- 
ters before possession has been obtained in the constituted manner ; and we conclude, of 
course, that no decree of the Supreme Court can affect the liability of the entire state 
for arrears of public Revenue until a separation and allotment of Jumma shall have been 
made, on the application of the parties, in conformity witli the provisions of the Regu- 
lation XIX., 1814 ; and if it shall be deemed expedient that orders be is.sued to the 
Collectors by this Board, we would propose to instruct those othcers to enter the names 
of the parties as joint proprietors. 

5. The orders of Government are more particularly solicited on the present occasion, 
inasmuch Rs w^e observe the Supreme Court has appointed one of its European officers to 
administer the collections and receive the rents of the six Annas share allotted to Woo- 
nieschunder Paul Chowdry, and the heirs and representatives of Ruttenchunder Paul 
Chowdry, deceased, of the lands and premises detailed in the Decree ; thereby super- 
seding, as we conceive, the jurisdiction of the Court of Wards in regard to the infant 
defendant, Gunganarain Paul Chowdry, should the estate of the said minor become sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction of that Court ; but in regard to the circumstances of which estate 
our Records do not at present afford us tlie means of information; and involving likewise 
a possible collision of authority between the Revenue Officers and the said Receiver and 
Manager, in case the landed property should at a future period come under attachment 
by orders of/he Courts of Justice, as provided for by Regulation Y. of 1827. 

6. Until we shall bo favoured with the receipt of the orders of your Lordship in 
Council, we shall postpone any communication in reply to the application from the 

Receiver of the Supreme Court. , 

We have, &c. (Signed) J. Pattle. 

W. Blunt. 


Woomesefaunder Psul Chowdry and another venut Preoichunder Paul Chowdry, &c. 
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(Enclosure in No. 2.) 

LETTER from E. Macnaghten^ Esq.^ to G. A. Bushby> Esq,, &c. &c. &c. 

Receiver’s Office, Court House, Calcutta, 
Sir: 23 January 1829. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith an authenticated copy of a Decree of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, passed on the IGth of September last, in the suit of 
W oomeschunder Paul Chowdry and another, against Premchunder Paul Chowdry, &c. ; 
and to beg that you will lay the same before the Board, with my request that instruc- 
tions may be issued to the Collectors of the districts of Nadia, Jessore, and the twenty- 
four Pergunnahs, for registering in their respective Records the names of Woomeschuuder 
Paul Chowdry and Woojulmoner Dossee, the widow and representative of Ruttenchunder 
Paul Chowdry, as joint proprietors of the several lands adjudged to them by the said 
Decree, with a view to its provisions being duly carried into effect. 

You will have the goodness to observe, that by the said Decree James Weir Hogg, 
Esq. is appointed the Receiver of the six Annas share allotted jointly to the said 
Woomeschunder Paul Chowdry, and the heirs and representatives of Ruttenchunder 
Paul Chowilry, deceased, and that the duties of Receiver have lately been transferred 
to me, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. Macnaghtkn, 

Receiver, Supreme Court, 
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(Copy.) 

In the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. 

In Equity. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Edward Grey, Knight, Chief Justice ; 

The Honourable Edward Ryan, Knight, Justice. 

Tuesday the 16th of September, in the ninth year of the reign of His Majesty King 
George the Fourth, and in the year of our Lord 1828. Between Woomeschunder 
Paul Chowdry and Ruttenchunder Paul Chowdry, by Sree Multy Dossee, his 
mother and next friend. Complainant; and Premchunder Paul Chowdry, Isser- 
chunder Paul Chowdry, Juggulkishore Bundapadho, and Ramsoonder Goopto, 
Defendants ; by Original Bill; and between Woomeschunder Paul Chowdry and 
Ruttenchunder Paul Chowdry, an infant of Sree Multy Dossee, his mother and 
next friend. Complainants; and Isserchunder Paul Chowdry, Juggq)kiBhore Bun- 
dapadho and Ramsoonder Goopto, and Joynoraiu Paul Chowdry, and Gunga- 
norain Paul Chowdry, sons, heirs, and legal personal representatives of Prem- 
chunder Paul Chowdry, deceased. Defendants ; by Bill of Revivor : And between 
Woomescliunder Paul Chowdry and Ruttenchunder Paul Chowdry of Woomes- 
chuncler Paul Chowdry, his brother and next friend. Complainants ; and Iteer- 
chunder Paul Chowdry, Joynoraiu Paul Chowdry, and Gunganorain Paul 

Chowdry, 
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^ Chowdry^ Juggulkishore Bundapadho and Ramsoonder Ooopto, Defendants; 
by Supplemental Bill: And between Woomeschunder Paul Chowdry, Com- 
plainant ; and Isserchunder Paul Chowdry, Joynorain Paul Chowdry, Oun- 
ganorain Paul Chowdry, Sree Multy Dossee, Defendants ; by further Sup- 
pleraental Bill: And between Woojulmoney Dossee, Complainant; and Woom- 
eschundcr Paul Chowdry, Isserchunder Paid Chowdry, Joynorain Paul Chowdry, 
Gunganorain Paul Chowdry, and Sree Multy Dossee, Defendants ; by Bill of 
Revivor. 

This Court doth think fit to order, adjudge, and decree, and doth accordingly order 
and decree, that the partition and division of the several zemindaries, perguiinalis, dhees, 
villages, lands, messuages, houses, hereditaments and premises so made by the said 
returns and schedules to the said two several Commissions of partition issued respectively 
on the said 31st day of July 1824, and on tlie 7th day of June 1827, be firm and efleclual 
for ever, and be carried into effect : And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed, 
that the said Isserchunder Paul Chowdry, and the heirs and representatives of the said 
Premchunder Paul Chowdry, deceased, do and shall hold, and enjoy jointly, as 
members of a joint individual Hindoo family, and for their ten sixteenth parts or shares 
of the said Innds amt premises, the several lands and premises following ; that is to say. 
No. 1, the Pergunnahs Allumpore, in the district of Nuddea, and province of Bengal, 

including Govindpore, comprising and consisting of sixty villages, and not sixty-four 

villages, as in the said Commission, issued on the Slst day of July 1821, are mentioned, 
and the lands and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. No. 3, the Pergunnah 
Paujnoir, in the district of Nuddea, and province of Bengal, as by title-deeds, com- 
prising and consisting of thirty-six villages, and not thirty-eight villages, as in the said 
Commission described, and the lands and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. 

Of No. 4, the Dhoo Unmendporo and others, in the Chucka Sreenugger, in the 

district of Nuddea, and province of Bengal, comprising and consisting of eighty- three, 
and not eighty- two villages, as in the said Commission mentioned ; the fifty- eight 
villages following; that is to say, Nijsanporo, Ramsunkuporo Rajahporc Chungrah in 
Tamf Tooroonepore Itchlampore Bhohrloh Lalook Rogoonathpore, Khur Rajahporc 
Tulcomie Mamoodpore Nig Bhunder CoUoh Palloh Kor Kulluh by Manoodpore, Ko- 
nockpore Hoodugoraby Satasey Rostoomegore Dat Bhanga Chouzatcha Nij Chainpah, 
including Nobyekha Siemoolah Rammesaore Pore Baiigadunga, Nundou Kooly Nij 
Camdahpore Chattenah Nij Darupore Bolorampore, Hooduii Bolampore Bangalpore Nij 
Seroppore Russillohpore Goorooumary Dawooly, Nij Mothorgah Cheygoyroh Nij 
Chowgatcher Sibpore Hoodamampore Henguaiah Mahaschandraporo Checrely Pooroo- 
neah Bolubpore Nuckhunpore Boltoh Jaotoh Dhurmopore Coondolcah Rotchulpore 
and Takver Pautchpollah Nij Baughlancy Soerjun Maudpore Maneckloll Miitterporc 
Chiltalah Bullubpore Rockcholpore Bookvor Pautchpotah, and the lauds and grounds 
appertaining and belonging thereto. No. 5, the Pergunnali of Amecrabad in the 
same district and province, comprising and consisting of four villages, and the lands 
and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. No. 6, the village and lands of 
Dacrepore and Mungenkolloh, in the same district and province, comprising and con- 
sisting of two villages, and the lands and grounds belonging and appertaining. Of No. 10, 

the 
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the Chucklah Dooleapore and Dhee Kissenpore, in the same district and province, 
consisting and comprising 149 villages, and not 189 villages, as in the said Commission 
mentioned ; the ninety-three villages following ; that is to say, Nij Malangoh Battpooley, 
Tughurry Mundogram Kautchroh Hanty, Bremmo Lanson Lawbealy including Jungul 
and Puttit Kultuosserepore Chuck Isslampore Bouna Daugah Okroh Cooraly, Shery 
Charol Goryroh Kholly Kottyham Howl Itcha Coor including Pantonea Pookereah and 
Jungul and Puttit Hanapore Chquheetah Gholah Doyepam Hansure Couty Khojah 
Bauah Gooah Baniah Chardiah Bossontpore, including Gonapoty, Nij Soouamoojory 
Daboueah Gunge Cottah Mondo Cottah Bannatpire Cottoe Pautkoley Sibpore Saik- 
underporo Jodo Danodoporo Soder Cottee Dumralez Sair Cottoe Rounadipore Cottee 
Sobono Gutcha Parooss Chuck Coman Cottee Ramaissorepore, Ragoorampore, Ho- 
ricompore, Minojcotte Gonassepoore, Mubowkholly, Joyohtollah Nursingkholly Anto- 
poree Bholson Cottee Mahesey Mottee Tull oh Bhistnopore Mora Gotcha Noyee Hottee, 
Chingrah Alleepore Joynagoo Nij Autsotali Porroh Bejercotee Godhoc^eah, Goyoroh 
Coley Kossoro Ilassamporc Khoromey, Ansey Coor Sibpore, Chuck Sibpore Rog- 
hoosum Pooree Bajoodh, Gorec Mondhoo Cottee Mastobapore Peraujpore Joy- 
chundcc Tulloh Camer Gorah Toher Bang Tolley Kholley Hanjodobo, Ramgo- 
hiiidpore Choleattah Ghollah Chomarding Bickorlonporo Toongupore Boogdoll, Go- 
paulpore, Ramchunderporc, Baneeah^ Dabeypore Cootabpore, Bargachee and Bub- 
lohpore, and the lands and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. Of No. 11, 
the Dhee Bajuspore, in the Perguunah of Datceca and district of Jessore, in the same 
province, consisting and comprising eighty-six and a half villages, and not eighty-four 
villages, as in the said Commission mentioned; the fifty villages following; that is to say, 
Nij Cahilpore, Pootreeah Kolly Kismut Soorooteah Chondepore Baepempore Aaleypore 
Dabesorah Ekrampore Dalecporc liidrougai Choopnagorc, Mooradabad Luckhunnagore 
Mogoorah Ghonoh, Nij Lingoh Khaloorah Maudpore, Syley Had, Ilooleah Denbaka, 
Bore Barnery Modenpore, Rajalipore Ghesloh, Pookooreah Kismut, Sarickoodho Kis- 
mut, Sunuotneah Buckseyonpore, Koomareah Banttroh Noyacollee Bucksay, Zoorop- 
pore Kisiiuil, Chain Kollah, Goal Chatteo, Rajindropore Kismut Koomareeot Nij 
Rajah Bagilporo, Rajah Cottee Mohadebporc Monumpore, Cham Kollah Kismut Chet- 
treloh, Goal Barrcaii, Jainlah Gourangpore Knolloy Mauleba, and the lands and 
grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. No. 12^ the Dhee Dandpore, in the Per- 
gunnah of Satoor, in the same district and province, consisting and comprising 163 vil- 
lages, and the lands and grounds appertaining 'and belonging thereto. No. 13, a moiety 
of, in and to the Turruf Punamee, in the same district and province, consisting and com- 
prising four villages, and the lands and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. Of 
No. 18, four upper-roomed messuages, tenements or dwelling-houses, situate in Clive- 
street, in Calcutta, and province of Bengal ; and of No. 56, eight buildings or godowns, 
lately erected or built at Clive-street, in Calcutta aforesaid ; all which last-mentioned 
houses and godowns in Clive-street aforesaid are comprised and contained in the Map or 
Plan annexed to the Return to the said Commission of Partition issued on the 31st day 
of July 1824, and marked (X). No. 4, one upper-roomed house and three godowns, 
marked on the said Plan or Map with the letters (A.) (B.) and (C.), and four begabs, 
one cattah and one chittack of ground, whereon the said upper-roomed bouse and 

godowns 
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^downa are erected and built, and situate to the west of Clivc-strect aforesaid, and 
which said house, godowns and land are in the said Map or Plan coloured red. No. 19, 
one other upper-roomed messuage, tenement or dwelling-house, called Pastawall a 
Battee, situate at Sootafiooley in Calcutta aforesaid, with fifteen cattahs and twelve 
chittacks, and not one begah, two cattahs and six chittacks, as in the said Commission 
mentioned, or thereabouts, bdonging thereto ; and wlik^ said house, lands and premises 
are comprised and contained in the Map or Plan thereunto annexed, and marked (X. 
No. 5.), and are therein distinguished and marked by the figure (No. 19.) written across 
the same. No. 20, one also a lower-roomed messuage or tenement, situate at Soota- 
nooley aforesaid, called Seconder Sahibs Battee, and the land whereon the same is 
erected and built, containing sixteen cattahs and two chittacks, and which said last-men- 
tioned house and premises are comprised and contained in the Map or Plan thereunto 
annexed, marked (X. No. G.), and are tliereon distinguished and marked by Uie figure 
(No. 2K) written across the samo^ No. 22, a piece or parcel of land or ground situate 
and lying at Noaths Racey, in Calcutta aforesaid, containing four cattahs and five chit- 
tacks, and not about eight cattahs, as in the said Commission mentioned ; and which 
said last-mentioned piece or parcel of land or ground is contained and comprised in the 
Map or Plan thereunto annexed, and marked (X. No. 5.), and is therein distinguished 
and marked by the figures (No. 22.) written across the same ; and also all that piece or 
parcel of land or ground situate at Comortollah-street, in Calcutta, houses and pre- 
mises thereupon erected and built, containing one begah and two cattahs, and which 
said last-mentioned piece or parcel of ground is not mentioned or described in the said 
Commission, but is comprised and contained in the said Map or Plan thereunto annexed, 
marked (X. No. 7.)» And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed, that the said VVoo- 
meschunder Paul Chowclry, and the heirs and representatives (>f Ruttenchunder i^aul 
Chowdry, deceased, do and shall hold and enjoy jointly, as members of a joint and undi- 
vided Hindoo family, as and for their six sixteenth parts or shares of the said lands and 
premises following; that is to say. No. 2, the Pergunuah Baugmarah, in the district of 
Nuddea and province of Bengal, comprising and consisting of forty-two villages, and the 
lands and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. Of No. 4, the Dhee Unandpore 
and others in the Chucklah Sreeiiagore, in the same district and province, comprising and 
consisting of eighty three- villages, and not eighty-two villages, as in tlie said Commission, 
issued on the 31st day of July 1824, are mentioned; the twenty-five villages following; 
that is to say, Nij Doiiontporc Mallaypore Day, Poohooreah Gungserch CV*mer Goreeoh 
Sorey Day, Govindoouagore, Nij Baluah Dangoh Patitch Potoh Babegoareah 8oyah 
Dangha, Mooda Diobeehoondeeo Soree Dwar Casanney, Chattroh Bughee Beckranipore 
Mauleepootah, Calleeanpooree, Cooporeebanghee Zoolsoroh, Siimobeah Juggutroy 
Gungapoors haut Coomarsatporo Radanagore Torampore, and the lands and gremnds 
appertaining and belonging thereto. No. B, the Turruff Moozeppore, in the same dis- 
trict and province, comprising and consisting of twenty- five villages, and the lands and 
grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. No. 0, the Dhce Rujahpure, in the same 
district and province, comprising and consisting of eighteen villages, and the lands and 
grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. Of No. 10, the Chucklah Dooleahpore and 
Dhee Kessunpore, in the same district and province, comprising and consisting of 149 

6 Z villages. 
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villages^ and not 180 villages, as in the said Commission, issued on the 31st day of July 
1824, arc mentioned ; the forty villages following ; that is to say, Nij Doolaboona Row- 
atsoh Probungpore Sotkoouder Nagore Pantch Barwoh Govinduagore Moororee bautry 
Mohescoor Dcedlore Cossemporo Bickcnporo Dawoolay Dawool Daith Bhoowoleah Nij 
Battee Bandoo Ghatta Rogoratupore, Baiisborreah Chundertollah Goosary Mohepsore- 
pore Bullubpore, SItulpore Gonoputeo Bankroh Gessereyporc Gorra Khullcy Noy Cot- 
tcc Poora Kholly Mawjulantly Khoosalpore Austah Kholly Nedayah Chuck Doho 
Dorryapore Bosontpores lloodoorpore Soondah Baroah Poloeah Poteeah llamoh 
Ballubpore Raneyuagoro, and the sixteen villages in Dhec Restnaporo, including Bona 
lianarainpore, and the lands and grounds appertaining and belonging thereto. Of 
No. 1 1 , the Dhce Baguapore, in the Pergunnah Dantca and district of Lessore, in the 
same province, comprising and consisting of eighty-six and a half villages, and not of 
eighty-four villages, as in the said Commission, issued on the 3 1st day of July 1824, ai’e 
mentioned; the thirty- six and a half villages following; that is to say, Nij C’ossiepore 
Kisniiit Cossicporc Bander Coloh Benodeahs half Pucoekorahs Cankolan Luddheo Pasoh 
Banuehporc Nij Tughorey Bistopore Bhopedan Suttaypore Bankroll Aulcyporo Mookoon- 
dooporc Somekah Sookoorkolah Booroorepoore, Nij Ronootorah Moorpoore, Aiingabar- 
rah, Soomosdepore, Aumaur Collyporc Torajee Ilurreah, Ghope Roshaupore Gourypore 
Btiwoojooney Looghey Pookoriah Sankdoho, Tailcoopey Raurehporroh Sampire Dand- 
pore Coolborriah Kismut, (’ool Baircah, and th<5 lands and grounds appertaining and 
belonging thereto. No. 48, (ho Lalook of Degulrain, situate in (he district of Nuddea, 
and twenty-four Pergunnahs in the province of Bengal, comprising and consisting of six 
villages, together with the lands and grounds belonging and appertaining thereto. Of 
No. 18, four upper-roomed messuages, tenements or dwelling-houses situate in Clive- 
street, in Calcutta, and province of Bengal; and of No. 56, eight buildings or godowns, 
lately erected and built at Clive-strcct, in Calcutta aforesaid , and all which houses and 
gcxluwns in Clive-strcct aforesaid .are comprised and contained in the Map or Plan 
annexed to the Return to the said Commission issued the 3 1st of July 1824, and marked 
(X.). No. 4, three upper-roomed houses and seven godowns, and one begah, fourteen 
cattails and nine chittacks of ground, whereon the said last-mentioned houses and 
godowns are erected and built, and situate to the east of Clive-strcct aforesaid ; and 
which said houses, godowns, and lauds are in the said last-mentioned Map or Plan 
coloured green. No. 55, a piece or parcel of land or ground consisting of two cattahs 
and two chittacks, and not of two and a half cattahs, or thereabouts, as in the said 
C’oiiimission nieiitioiied, situate in or near Nuuths Baugaun-strect, in Calcutta, in Bengal 
aforesaid ; and which said piece or parcel of land is comprised and contained in the 
Map or Plan thereunto annexed, marked (X. No. 5), as is therein distinguished and 
marked by the figures (No. 55) written across the same number, tweiity-oiie other upper- 
roomed messuages, tenements or dwelling-houses situated at Sootanooty aforesaid, called 
Supoossess Bauty, together with one begah, six cattahs and five chittacks of ground, as 
ill the said Comniisslou mentioned, appertaining and belonging thereto, and which said 
last- mentioned houses and lands are comprised and contained in the Map or Plan there- 
unto annexed, marked (X. No. 6), and are therein distinguished and marked by the 
figures (No. 20) written across the same. And it is furtlier ordered, adjudged and de- 
creed. 
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creed j that the said Isserchuudor Paul Chuwdry, and the heirs and representatives of 
Prcmehiinder Paul Chowdry, and the said U'oomeschuudcr Paul Chowdry, and the heirs 
and representatives of Ruttenchnnder Paul Chowdry, deceased, do execute each to the 
other all such proper deeds and conveyances of the aforesaid lands and premises so 
allotted to them, the said Isserchundor Paul Chowdry and the heirs and representatives 
of the said Prenichunder Paul Chowdry, and the said Woomoschunder I’aul C’howdry, 
and the heirs and representatives of Rutteiichunder Paul C'howdry, as may be necessary 
for vesting the same in them jointly, their heirs, representatives and assigns, as aforesaid. 
And it is further ordered, that George Money, escpiire, the Master of this Court, do 
settle such deeds and conveyances, in case the parties shall difler about the same; and 
that in the meantime tlie parties do hold and enjoy their respective shares so allotted to 
them as hereinbefore ordered and decreed, according to the said petition, and ibat each 
of the said parties do deliver to the otlier or otlicr.s of them the title-deeds, which solely 
relate to the premises allotted to them respectively. And rt i.s further orilered and 
decreed, that such deeds and conveyances as relate partly to the said premises allotted to 
the said Isserchundor Paul Chowdry and the heirs and represen Uitives of the said 
Premchuiider Paul Chowdry, an<l partly to tin* said premises allotted to the said VVoomes- 
chunder Paul Chowdry and tlic heirs and represen I a tives of the said Rutteiichunder Paul 
Chowdry, be brought in and deposited in the otfice of the said Master of this Court for 
their mutual benefit, subject to llie further order of this Court ; and that all parties, at 
his or their own costs and charges and cNpenscs, may be at liberty to have attested 
copies of all or any of such deeds, muniiuents and writings. And it is further ordered 
and decreed, that the costs of the said Commission of Partition shall bo paid and borne 
by the parties in the proportion of their iiitercbts in the said property ; that is to say, ten 
sixteenth parts or shares thereof by the said defendant, Isserchunder Paul Chowdry, and 
the heirs and representatives of the said Premchuiider Paul (’howdry, deceased, and six 
sixteenth parts or shares thereof by the said Woonieschnudcr Paul Cbow'dry, and the 
heirs and representatives of the said Hultenchunder Paul Chowdry, tlcceased. And 
this Court doth further order and decree, by and with the consent of the said U'otimes- 
chundcr Paul Chowdry and Woojulmoney Dossoe, the widow' of Rntteiichnnder l*anl 
Chowdry, deceased, their advocates and attorneys in these causes, that James Weir 
Hogg, esquire, the Receiver of this Honourable Court, be, and he is hereby appointed, 
the receiver of the said six Annas share, allotted jointly to thcsaid'Woomeschniider Paul 
Chowdry and the heirs and representatives of the said lluttcnebunder Paid Chowdry, 
deceased, and that the said Isserchunder Paul Cliowdry do, forthwith, deliver possession 
thereof to the said Receiver. And it is further ordered and decreed, that the' said 
Receiver do and shall pay to the said Wooinescliunder Paul Chowdry one moiety or 
half part or share of the rents, issues and profits of the six Annas share trom time to 
time as the same shall be received by the said Rt'ceiver. And it is further ordered and 
decreed that it be, and it is hereby referred to George Money, esquire, the Master of this 
Court, to inquire and report whether any and what joint family-worship has hitherto 
been maintained and kept up at the family dwelling-house at Raiiaghat, and whether or 
not, according to the religious laws and usages, it is fit and proper that such joint family- 
worship should be continued at the joint expense ; and if the said Master shall report that 

6 Z 2 such 


LEOISLATIVK 

&<•. 

Enclosure 2 
in Letter from 
Bengal Hoard of 
Uevenue. 



LI^OlSLATiVK 

COUNCILS^ 

&c. 

Enclosure 2. 
in Letter from 
Beneal Board of 
Revenue. 


1064 FIFTH APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 

such joint family-worship ought to be continued at the joint expense, that he do then 
report what sum ought to be set apart for the maintenance and performance of such wor- 
ship. And this Court dotii further order, that this decree shall be binding on the said 
infant defendant, Gunganaraiu Paul Chowdry, unless he shall, within six months after he 
sliall have attained his ago of sixteen years, show unto this Court good cause to the con- 
trary. And this Court doth further order and decree, that the said Master do make his 
report on the matters hereby referred to him on or before the second equity day of the 
next ensuing term. And this Court doth think fit to reserve, and doth hereby reserve, 
all further directions until after the said Master shall have made his report on the mat- 
ters hereby referred to him ; and in the mean time all parties are at liberty to apply to 
this Court from time to time as they maybe advised. Witness, Sir Charles Edward 
Grey, Knight, Cliief Justice at Fort William aforesaid, the 16th day of September, in 
the year of our Lord 18’i8. 

Stacey, Attorney. (Signed) J. W. lloao. Register. 

Tate Komatt, and Master Attorney. 

Voe, Attorney. 


A true Extract : 


(Signed) J. W, Hogg, Register. 


(Miscellaneous.) No. 3. 

LEl'TER from Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, taLord W, C, Bentinck, Governor- 
General in Council, &c. &c. &c.. Fort William. 

Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, 
My Lord: 4th February 1829. 

In continuation of our Letter, dated tliQ 24th ultimo, we luive the honour to forward 
another communication, dated 2d instant, from the Receiver of the Supreme Court. 

2. The lands referred to arc advertised for sale for arrears of revenue ; those in the 
Jessore district on the .'ith instant, and those in the Nuddea district on the 12th instant ; 
and under any circumstances they must, w'o are of opinion^ be first responsible for the 
Government Ro\cnue. 

W e have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Pattle, 

W. Blunt. 


(Enclosure.) 

LETTER from E. Macnaghten, £sq.« to G. A. Bushby, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 

Sir: 

Enclosure in No. 3 goodness to inform mo whether any thing has yet been settled 

regarding the subject of my Letter of the 23d ultimo ? 

I now find that the Collectors of Jessore and Nuddea have advertised for sale, on the 

5th 
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5th and 12tb of this months some part of the lands allotted, by the decree of the Supreme 
Court, to Woomeschunder Paul Chowdry, and to the heirs and representatives of 
Ruttenchunder Paul Chowdry, deceased, for arrears of Revenue due to Government. 

I trust tliat, pending the reference to Government of my Letter of the 23d, the Board 
will direct tlie sale to be postponed. 

I am, &c. 

Court-house, (Signed) E, Macnagiiten, 

3d of February 1829. Ret*. Sup. Court. 
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LETTER from Mr. Secretary Mackenzie to J. Pearson, Esq., Advocate General. 

Sir; Council Chamber, 6 February 1829. 

I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council to transmit Secretary to 
to you the Papers noted in the margin,* and to request that you will state your opinion, I 

w'hethcr the Supreme Court Inis jurisdiction in cases touching the succession or transfer 
of real property in the Mofussil, and how far the judicial and Revenue officers of Govern- 
ment are bound to recognize the Receiver appointed by the Court in the case referred 
to in the above Correspondence. 

2. Y ou will perceive that the revenue of the estate referred to is in arrear, and conse- 
quently that an early reply to this reference is urgently required. 

3. You will be pleased to return the above Papers with your reply. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. MACKKNziii>, 

Secretary to the Government. 


No. 5. 

LETTER from John Pearson, Esq., Advocate General, to Holt Mackenzie, Esq., 

Secretary to Government, 

Sir : Fort William, 20 February 1829. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, in which you request my Ad vocal e-Gcncral 
opinion whether the Supreme Court has jurisdiction in cases touching the succession or 
transfer of'real property in the Mofussil, and how far the judicial and Revenue officers of 
Government are bound to recognize the Receiver appointed by the Court in the case 
referred to in the Correspondence forwarded to me. 

2. The appointment of an European officer by the Supremo Court appears to me a cir- 
cumstance of little moment in itself, and wholly distiuct from the possession or occupa- 
tion of land in the Mofussil, as the right to make such appointment depends upon the 

extent 


* Letter from Board of llevenuc. dated Slth January last, with its Enclosures. 
Ditto ditto 4th February ditto. 
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rouNciLs, extent of the jurisdiction which the Supreme Court possesses ; and I entertain very con* 
sideruble doubts whether the Supreme Court was originally paeant to possess any juris- 
Advocate-General diction at all beyond the limits of Calcutta^ except over British subjects, and certain other 
to Secretary to perst)ns specified in the Acts of Parliament. 

Government. Pyr it is not, I believe, pretended, that the actions which particularly relate to real 
property out of Calcutta, the action of ejectment, for example, can be brought in the 
Supreme Court, except in those cases where the lands have been in the occupation of & 
British subject ; and it certainly appears an inconsistency that the same Court should, 
notwithstanding, be empowered to seize and sequester, or transfer or divide, the lands in 
the Mofussil. 

3. The Supreme Court has, however, at all times, claimed and exercised this right, 
under the powers alleged to have been conferred by Acts of Parliament and the Charter 
granted by the Crown. 

The statute 21 Geo. 111. c. 70, s. 17, gives to it “ full power and authority to hear 
'' and determine, in such manner as is provided for that purpose in the said Charter or 
'' Letters Patent, all and all manner of actions and suits against all and singular the 

inhabitants of the said city of Calcutta.’* And the ISth clause of the Letters Patent 
directs that the Supreme Court shall be a Court of Equity, and assimilates its power and 
authority to the Court of Chancery in England. 

The process of the Court of Chancery was in its origin against the person, in order to 
enforce a decree ; but in time, from experience of the evils attendant on this mode of 
proceeding, it had recourse to a species of process against the property itself, by moans 
of the writs of sequestration. 

The Supreme Court adopted these in conformity with the words which I have cited 
from the Charter ; and by analogy with other steps taken in the English Court of Chan- 
cery, as well as to give effect to the peculiar incidents and tenures of land in this country, 
it has also issued, as in the case submitted to me, the writ of partition. 

4. In this mode of considering the subject, I conceive that the Supreme Court is borne 

out by the expressions of the Charter, though (as I have intimated already) I am inclined 
to doubt whether any such power was originally meant to be given. It may be added, 
that by the Charter of Justice, sect, U, it seems that the powers of tlie are 

extended over Bengal, Bohar and Orissa, though 1 think it probable tliat tins was origi- 
nally intended to reach only British subjects and their property ; the case of property 
in the Mofussil in the hands of natives, inhabitants of Calcutta, not being in the contem- 
plation of the framers of the C 'barter. 

The power, however, has been exercised by the Supreme Court from the earliest 
times, and it is now too late^ I conceive, to resist it with effect. At all events, the only 
regular mode of trying the question is by an appeal to the King in Council ; and I ought 
to observe, that in many instances the decisions of the Supreme Court in circumstances 
similar to the present have been sent home upon appeal, and confirmed by the King in 
Council, without its appearing to have occurred to them that the Court had exceeded its 
powers. 

5. In the moan time it appears to me, that the officers of revenue are not called upon 
to alter the mode of proceeding prescribed by the Regulations of Government, which 

have 
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haye the entire authority of laws in the MofussiU They are indeed directed^ in common 
with other persons, to be* ''aiding*, assisting, and obedient In all things unto the said 
" Supreme Court of Judicature/’ But 1 do not conceive that this injunction would 
justify a disobedience of the Regulations of Governinent, merely because a party may 
infer that some of these Regulations arc, in their consequences, inconsistent with the 
intention of the Supreme Court. 1 do not, however, perceive in what manner the judicial 
oiiicers of Government can bo affected by the present mode of proceeding ih the Supreme 
Court. 

6. At the same time, in looking at the strange and anomalous state of things in this 
country, arising from the various laws, regulations and institutions that exist, from the 
powers of the Supreme Court and of the General Government, distinct from and usually 
independent of each other, at the same time that they are in some measure cunciirrciit, 
it is easy to see that an interference must occasionally take place, and it is clear 
that it is most desirable to avoid any uuiileasant collision. 1 trust I shall he pardoned 
if I take the liberty of suggesting, that perhaps sonic plan may be devised to carry 
into eflect t ho dccrcc.s of the Supreme Court, without interfering with the iiidopendeiit 
rights and powers of the Government. I ani not sufficiently acquainted with the details 
of the establishments in the Mofussil to venture upon suggesting any project ; but if a 
mode could be pointed out which should be at once eflicient in itself and not objectionable 
to the Government, I trust that the Supreme Court (constituted as it is) would be 
desirous of acceding to it. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) John Pearson, 

Advocate General. 


No. 6. 

LETTER from E, Molony to the Board of Revenue, Low er Provinces. 

Gentlemen: Fort William, 23d Fcbniary 1829. 

1 am directed by the Right lioiiourablo the Governor General in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of two letters from you, dated llic 24th ultimo, and 4th instant, and, 
in reply, to communicate as follows : 

2. His Lordship in C'outicil is of opinion, that you sliould direct the Collector.s who 
are concerned in the foregoing refercMice to act under the liecree of the Supreme Court, 
and the application of the Receiver thereupon, in the same w'ay as they would act under 
a similar decree passed by any of the Mofussil Courts. 

3. The registry of the names of the complainants, in cases in which portions of Mehals 
have been awarded to tliem, will not, of course, exempt the whole estate from the 
responsibility which, under the Regulations of Government, attached lo it for tlie punctual 
payment of the public revenue assessed on it. But your Board will, of course, be 
prepared to show any reasonable indulgence in respect to time ; and should the parties 
desire to enter into separate engagements for the revenue chargeable upon their lands, 
they will apply for a regular butwarrah. 


LEOISLATIVK 

COUNCILS, 

&c. 

Advocate-General 
to Secretary to 
Government. 


Depu ty- Secretary 
to Government lo 
Board of Revenue. 


4. With 
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4. With regard to the Receiver of the Supreme Court having been vested with the 
management of the minoFs estate^ the Governor-General in Council is of opinion, that, 
the jurisdiction of the Court being admitted, the rule which restricted Europeans from 
holding lands or managing estates in the Mofussil, ought not to be considered applicable 
to that officer. 

5. In regard to the jurisdiction of the Court of Wards as liable to be affected by the 
case, his Lordship in Council observes, that as the estate is joint undivided property, of 
which some of the sharers are majors, there can be no reasonable ground to apprehend 
collision on that score. 

6. You are requested to issue to the several Collectors concerned in the present refer- 
ence, such instructions as you may deem necessary to enable them to act in consonance 
with the above remarks and orders. 

7. His Lordship in Council proposes to take into early consideration, the measures to 
be adopted for the purpose of obviating tlie inconveniences which are to be apprehended 
from the present state of the laws and practice of the Court. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. Molony, 

Dep. Sec. to Gov. 

P. S. — ^The original Papers which accompanied your Letter, under acknowledgment, 
are herewith returned. 


No. 7. 

LETTER from Board of Revenue, Fort William, to W. B. Bayley, Esq., Vice-President 
in Council, &c. &c. &c.. Fort William. 

Sudder Board of Revenue, Fort William, 
Honourable Sir : bth March 1829. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the orders of the Governor-General, 
conveyed to us in Mr. Deputy Secretary Molony’s Letter, dated the 23d ultimo, on the 
subject of the application of the Receiver of the Supreme Court, submitted for the orders^ 
of Government, witli our addresses of the 24th of January and 4th ultimo. 

2. In conformity with those instructions, wo have directed the local Collectors con- 
cerned in that reference to act under the decree of the Supreme Court, and the appli- 
cation of tlie Receiver thereupon, in the same way as they would act under a similar 
decree passed by any of the Mofussil Courts, and to register the names of the parties in 
the manner directed by the decree of the Court ; though we may here observe that no 
Mofussil Court can, under the provisions of Regulation V, 1827» appoint a manager to 
an estate, the selection and appointment of whom is, in all cases, vested in the Revenue 
authorities. 

3. But as we are of opinion that great inconvenience is likely to result from the 
appointment of an European officer of Uie Supreme Court to collect the public Revenues, 
and as such officer is not, wo conceive, amenable to the Mofussil Courts, or liable to the 

penalties 
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fienalties prescribed for undue exaction of rent» illegal distress^ disobedience or resistance 
of process, or other act in violation of the Regulations prescribed for the realization of 
the public Revenue, it may, we conceive, have been the intention only of the Supreme 
Court, that the Receiver should collect the surplus proceeds of the estate to which the 
proprietor or proprietors may be entitled in excess of the fixed demand of Government, 
and which we conceive it probable is the only portion of the assets of the estate to 
which the decree of the Court is intended to apply. 

4. On this point, therefore, we would propose, with the sanction of Government, to 
apply for further information from the Receiver to the Supreme Court ; likewise whether 
it is proposed to collect the rents by means of Native or European agency ; also, to 
whom the Revenue authorities are to look for payment of the public dues, or to direct 
any prescribed process in ca.se of default, should it for any reasons be deemed inex- 
pedient to proceed to a sale of the lands in satisfaction of any demand of Government. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Blunt. 


No. S. 

(Secret Depart incut.) 

MINUTE by Sir C. T. Metcalfe, dated 15 April 1829. 

Tiua contention which has for some time past been in progress between the Govern- 
ment of Bombay and HLs Majesty’s C’ourt of Judicature at that Presidency, without any 
apparent prospect of termination, demands the serious consideration of the authorities at 
home, who may possess the means of rectifying an evil discreditable to our character and 
dangerous to our power in India. 

Discreditable to our character in the estimation of the natives of India as all such dis- 
sensions must necessarily be, and dangerous to our power, because inasmuch as that 
depends on the respect and awe entertained of .us by the native population, nothing has 
so much contributed to confirm those sentiments as a belief in our perfect union among 
ourselves, and nothing can more cerfciinly tend to shake them than the appearance of 
discord between our highest authorities. 

It is therefore necessary to determine whether, in matters of doubtful dispute, the 
Government or the Court of Judicature at the several Presidencies shall be supreme ; 
whether the Government must in every case submit to any exercise of judicial power 
which the Court may assume, or the Court be restrained by the will of the Government, 
whenever the latter may be sensible of political reasons of .sufficient importance to induce 
its interference, either to resist a new assumption of power, or to suspend the exercise of 
one doubtful or dangerous, which may have been before admitted. 

To me it seems quite clear, that the supreme power ought to rest with the Govern- 
ment ; and that in any case in which the exercise of die powers of the Court might be 
deemed injurious to the safety or welfare of the state, the Government ought to possess 
authority to suspend the functions of the Court as reganling that particular case, and the 
Court be bound to acknowledge and abide by the restrictive power of the Government 
pending a reference to superior authority in England. 

7 A The 
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The possession of such a power by the Government appears to be the more neceaaary 
in cases in which new and doubtful powers are assumed by the Courts such as have never 
been before exercised^ and are disputed and denied by competent interpreters of the 
law. ♦ 

In arg[uinrrfor the possession of restrictive powers by the Govei*nment in India over the 
Court of Judicature^ I only propose what^ as I conceive^ exists in every country in the 
world ; a saving power in the Government for the benefit of the State over all parts of 
the governing machine, of which the judicial department is one. 

There is no danger to the national power in England from an undue stretching of the 
authority of Courts of Justice. There is no probability there that the Courts can mis- 
understand their functions ; but if there were any chances either of error or of mischief, 
the Legislature is at hand to restrain or rectify. 

What the Legislature is to Courts of Justice in England, the local Government in India 
ought in reason to be to Courts here; that is temporarily, and until the result of a 
reference to En^^land can be known. If not so perfect and satisfactory an instrument of 
control as the Imperial Legislature, it is the best that can be had on the spot. And 
unless it can be maintained that the Government must submit, whatever may be the con- 
sequences, to any extension of jurisdiction that any Court of its own pleasure may assume, 
it must follow tliat a provisional and temporary restrictive power ought to be vested in the 
Government ; for it can never be supposed that a disgraceful contest between the two 
powers, as separate and opposed to each other, ought to be exhibited to conquered 
India ; to excite the anxiety and fears of the well affected, and the hopes and ridicule of 
the disaffected and hostile. 

When such a contest commences, there are no means of stopping it in the present state 
of relations between the Government and the Court. The Government cannot sacrifice 
its subjects to an assumption of power which it believes to be illegal. The Court having 
once declared the assumption to be legal, considers itself interdicted from rejecting any 
application founded thereon, and from listening to any compromise or suspension of the 
power. It regards and treats the members of the Government as so many culprits, who 
arc punishable for contempt of the King’s Bench. The feelings of the parties become 
engaged in the quarrel. Each thinks it dishonourable to yield. The Government will 
not give up ils native subjects to- laws and jurisdictions to which they have never before 
been held amenable. The Judge conceives that he is supporting the independence of the 
British Bench, and maintaining a praiseworthy contest against lawless interference. The 
strugg'Ic is interminable, and may be renewed continually by fresh cases involving' the 
disputed point. 

At this immense distance from the control of the Mother Country, there surely then 
ought to exist a local authority vested with power to put a stop to these unseemly con- 
tentions. If it can be said with any justice that a Court of Law may push its authority 
to any extent, and that no apprehension of consequent mischief and danger can justify a 
Government in refusing obedience, then let it be determined, that the Government must, 
in all cases, submit to the will of the Court. It would be better that the supremacy of 
the Court should be acknowled^d and known, than that room for contention ^ould 
remain. 


There 
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nature. 

The Court in such cases may be said to be the ag;;ressor, and the Co\en»meiit un tlie . 
defensive. It is more equitable, thorefure, that the (^ourt should be required to pause, 
than that the Government should be conqielled to submit to new a'^siauptions. 

No new assumption by the C^oiirt can take place, without drawiiifif more within its 
jurisdiction our native subjects, altcady amenable to oilier Courts established for their 
protection. They can only look to the Govermneiit fur defence a^»^ainst tlie c.xercisc of 
power by an authority to which they have never considered themselvcB subject, 'fhey 
are entitled to this defence, and the Ggvenimenl ought to have the power of aftbrding it. 

The restraining power contended for herein on the part of the Oovermnent, should be 
exerted of course with due consideration and forbearance, and subject to serious 
responsibility. 

If it were deemed inexpedient to confer it oriithc subordinate Government of each Pre- 
sidency, it might be contined to the Supreme Government, or the exercise of it by the 
subordinate Governments might bo subject to the confirmation and revision of the Supreme 
Government ; which course would rectify the possible errors of local irritation, without 
impairing the efficiency of immediate remedy. 

Next to the importance of preventing unseemly contention between independent British 
authorities in this distant region, by conferring somewhere the power of local supremacy 
pending a reference to England, it is very desirable tliat the powers to be e.xercised by 
His Majesty's Courts of Judicature, that is, the extent of their jurisdiction, should be 
accarately defined. 

Out of the want of clear definition and of general umlerstandiiig, arise all the disputes 
which take place ; for respecting the acknowledged customary powers of the Courts 
there are no disputes. 

It is unquestionably due to our native subjects, that they should be informed to what 
Cdurts and to what laws they are amenable At present they are amenable to the 
Courts established in the provinces in which they reside, and subject to a modified code 
of native laws, both in civil and in criminal matters ; but suddenly, by some legal hocus 

7 A 2 pocus. 
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There are, nevertheless, reasons why the supremo power should rest with the Govern- 
ment, and not with the Court. 

The political power of a state, exercised by its Legislature, is everywhere superior to 
the judicial, which is subordinate, performing only tli# functions conferred on it by the 
former, which are liable to any modifications that the Legislature may enact. 

Against this it may be urged, that the real Legislature of British India is the national 
Legislature in England, and not the local (lovornment ; but, on the other hand, the local 
Government, performing locally the functions of political administration, approaches 
nearest to the representation of the distant home Government, while tlie Judicial Court 
cannot properly represent the legislative power. 

Moreover, the occasions on which the Govermnont and the Court are likely to be 
involved in disputes, are when the Court is extending ils own jurisdiction beyond its 
former limits, that is, assuming powers not before exercised.^ The check, therefore, 
ought to be vested elsewhere, for we know from experience that the Court is not likely 
to check itself ; the exercise and extension of power being at all times enticing to human 



IJBGISLATIVB 

COUNCILS, 

&c. 

Sir C.T. Metcalfe's 
Minute. 


107« FIFTH APPENDIX to thb THIRD REPORT or nu 

pocus, incomprehensible to them, they find themselves dragged into the jurisdiction of the 
Court of English Law, armed with tremendous power, from which there is no reprieve, 
where they are beset by unintelligible forms and bewildering complexities, and ruined by 
intolerable expense. ^ 

It never could have been intended by the British Legislature, that our Indian subjects 
should bo amenable to two sets of Courts and two codes of laws ; but such is now the 
effect of the gradual extension of the jurisdiction of His Majesty's Courts, some of the 
steps in which have been imperceptible, or at least unnoticed. ^ 

When His Majesty's Supreme Court was first established in Bengal, it was understood 
that its civil jurisdiction extended to claims against the Company, and against British 
subjects, and to claims of British subjects against native subjects in cases wherein the 
latter had agreed to submit to its decision anrl its criminal jurisdiction, to British subjects, 
and to persons in the service of the Company, or of any British subject, at the time of 
the offence. 

The establishment of this power, independent of the local Government, was soon fol- 
lowed by disputes, disreputable in their circumstances, and dangerous to the public 
safety. 

The Court had not been long in the exercise of its functions, when it extended its 
practical jurisdiction indiscriminately to all natives ; nothing more being necessary to 
procure a writ against any of them than an affidavit that the person sued was witliin the 
jurisdiction. 

The collection of revenue and the administration of justice in the provinces, were 
obstructed by writs of habeas corpus, and prisoners brought up by these writs were set 
at liberty by the Court. 

Neither the Government exercised by the Company, nor that of the Nawab of Moor- 
shedabad, was respected. Both were declared subordinate to the Court. Had the 
usurped powers of the Court been allowed to proceed without check or opposition, the 
Goverarnent must have been destroyed. ♦ 

The powers assumed, the pleas by which they were maintained, the tone of self supe- 
riority, and of contempt for the local Go ernment, which mark the proceedings of the 
Court at that time, are remarkably similar to those which appear in the recent proceed- 
ings of the Court of Bombay. 

The proceedings of the Supreme Court of Bengal having been loudly complained 
against, its powers were restrained by a subsequent enactment. 

Since which, cither from a better understanding of the intentions of the Legislature, or 
from mutual moderation in Governors and Judges, or from the submission of Govern- 
ment to gradual or quiet encroachments, until the present contention at Bombay,' there 
has not been the same d^ee of misunderstanding and dispute regarding the powers of 
the King’s Courts ; but it is evident from what is now passii^ at that Presidency, and 
from what has before happened both at Madras and in Bengal, that the seeds of dissen- 
sion still exist in the undefined condition of the jurisdiction of all the Courts. 

The Courts at Madras and Bombay were established at different periods, subse- 
quently to that of the establishment of a Court in Bengal. The Charter of the Madras 
Court differs in some degree from that of the Calcutta Court, although intended 

avowedly 
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avowedly to confer only the same powers. The Bombay Charter is formed^ I presume, councils, 
on the model of that of Madras. 

Besides jurisdiction over all British subjects, the Courts have an acknowledged juris- Sir C.T. Metcalfe’s 
diction over native subjects re.sidiiig within the appointed limits of the several cities Minute, 
designated Presidencies ; disputes which have occurred, and are likely to occur, refer to 
the extent of the Court’s jurisdiction over native subjects beyond those limits. 

We have seen a native of India, lately a servant of the king of Oude, but residing 
within the British frontier for refuge, arrested on a false allegation of debt, many hundred 
miles away from Calcutta, by an oiHcer of the Supreme Court, and placed in the power 
of his pretended creditor and undoubted enemy, on some legal fiction of his being a con- 
structive inhabitant of Calcutta, in consequence of dealings with parties residing there. 

If such a plea brings natives within the juri.s(lictiun of the Supreme Court, there is not 
a mercantile native residing in any part of India who is not amenable ; for all of them 
have commercial agents or dealings in Calcutta. 

To call any one a constructive inhabitant of Calcutta who has never been within many 
hundred miles of the place, whatever it may he in law, seems an outnigc against common 
sense. And to arrest such a one at that distance by a writ from the Supreme Court, he 
never dreaming of his liability to such jurisdiction, being at the same time amenable to 
provincial Courts and provincial laws, must surely be considered as a gross violation of 
natural justice. 

It may be reasonably presumed, that the Legislature did not intend to confer such 
jurisdiction on the Court ; but wc know that it has been assumed. 

We have seen property seized in the most remote provinces under the Bengal Presi- 
dency, as the property of a bankrupt firm of Calcutta, and made over wholly to another 
firm of that place, on a bond ; although creditors of the bankrupt firm, and claimants y 

against it, were present in those provinces ; although the transactions on which they 
claimed took place in those provinces ; although the property seized was properly their 
own, never having been paid for ; although they were entirely ignorant of the existence 
of those peculiar laws, which at once took away tlieir property and deprived them of all 
means and all chance of recovering any part of the debts due to them. The awe of the 
Supreme Court deterred the local authorities from attempting to maintain the rights of 
the local creditors. Can any one say that this is justice to our native subjects, or that a 
Court| a thousand miles distant, ought to possess a jurisdiction so partial to the few, so 
destructive to the mass ? 

We recently heard that a native not residing within the Court’s jurisdiction^ nor 
amenable to it, according to common understanding, on any other account, was to be 
tried before the King’s Court, on the charge of a crime committed beyond the limits of 
the jurisdiction, in order to establish the principle, that all natives, notwithstanding those 
circumstances, might be brought before the Court for trial. I do not know how this 
matter ended ; but if the trial took place, it was certainly a new encroachment, and will 
form a precedent for further extension of jurisdiction. 

We have still more recently had occasion to observe, that landed property in the pro- 
vinces beyond the limits of the Court’s local jurisdiction, is somehow brought within its 
jurisdiction ^ that it is decreed away from one party to another, or attached and seques- 
tered 
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COUNCILS, tered at the Court’s pleasure ; and that European officers of the Court are appointed 
receivers of the rents, by which tlie regulations of the Government for the administration 
Sir C.T. Metcalfe*! provinces are set at nought. It is the opinion of the Advocate-General, that the 

Minute. Legislature did not intend to confer on the Court the powers thus assumed, but that they 
have been too long exercised to be now successfully combated. 

The instances abovomentioned have occurred in tlie proceedings of the Calcutta Court, 
where we have undoubtedly able, upright, moderate and conciliatory Judges. 

What is here required, is a clear de(iiutiou of the extent of tlie Court’s jurisdiction 
with regard to native subjects resident beyond the limits of its local jurisdiction ; and 
it cannot be denied that this definition is necessary, unless it can be affirmed that it is just 
to expose our native subjects to the operation of two sets of laws, and of two indepen- 
dent jurisdictions. 

The Court at Madras at one time assumed the power of executing its writs in foreign 
territories, acted on the assumption, and attempted to justify it by reference to its 
Charter. This erroneous conception of the Court’s powers vvas reported to England, 
The opinion of high legal authorities was given against it, and communicated to the 
Judges at Madras. The pretension has not since been revived; but there is nothing to 
prevent its renewal, if adopted by any Judges in time present or to come. 

The Madras Court has assumed the power of destroying the sovereign rights of the 
Government, by decreeing to others public Revenues granted by the Company to an 
individual. The exercise of this assumed power, if unresisted, might alienate in perpe- 
tuity the Mhole of the public Revenue, which, in virtue of its sovereign rights, the 
Government might grant in assignment, under limitations as to time and persons. 
Moreover, the sovereign acts of the Government in the disposal of its public Revenue 
beyond the limits of tlie Court’s l(x;al jurisdiction, being once rendered liable to subversion 
by the fiat of the Court, no security for the Revenue or fur the possession of India 
would remain. A limitation of tlie Court’s powers on this subject, therefore, is also 
necessary. 

At Bombay, the Court has, within my recollection, sent its bailiffs into a foreign 
territory to seize a subject of a foreign Government. No pretension of this kind, 1 
imagine, could be maintaiiied by any Court ; it may therefore be supposed tliat tlie act 
was committed by mistake, owing to false swearing. And it is remarkable, with 
reganl to the proceedings of the King’s Courts in India, that any writ, how’ever injurious 
to the individual afi’ected by it, may be obtained by false swearing. Two persons have 
only to swear that a native is liable to die Court’s jurisdiction, and ho may be dragged to 
the Presidency from bis homo, distant a thousand miles, in a country and climate 
extremely different, although he be not in the slightest degree by law amenable to the 
Court’s jurisdiction. This matter, in justice to our native subjects, certainly demands 
a remedy. Such are the forms or practice of the Court, that its most questionable 
powers, prior to trial, may be wielded with all their irresistibility at the discretion of the 
attornies, witli little or no check, or even knowledge, on the part of the Judges. 

One of the powers recently assumed by the Court at Bombay is that of releasing 
native convicts, condemned according to law by the Provincial Courts. This power 
being assumed, it is only necessary that one or two persons swear that such a one is 

illegally 
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confined, and forthwitli issues a writ of habeas corpus t addressed lo the magis- 
trate of the district, or the gaoler or sonic officer of the Provincial Court, ordering the 
bringing up of the convict before the King's Court. The return that he has been sen- 
tenced to imprisonment by the Provincial Court is not deemed sufficient. The King's 
Court does not recognize tlie existence of any right in the Provincial Court to punish. It 
professes to know nothing of the powers of such a Court. The Provincial Court itself 
must come to trial. It must be proved to tlie satisfaction of Ills Majesty's Justices that 
such a Court exists and has a power to punish, and that the Government has the right to 
institute such a Court ; else, without further ceremony, and as a matter of course, the 
prisoner is released. 

The exercise of this power by the King’s Court, with reganl lo jirisoiiers sentenced by 
the judicial Courts established throughout the interior of British India, seems to be quite 
incompatible with the independent existence of those Courts, i^ither the King s Courts 
ought to he restrained from interfering with separate jiidieial institutions which they cannot 
efficiently control, or they ought to be connected and blended with those institutions in 
one united establishment for the due administration of justice. Their interference at 
present is neither necessary for justice, nor, if necessary for that purpose, could it be 
effectual, under the present system, over the immediate extent of territory subject to the 
Provincial Courts. It must now tend to produce mischievous counteraction, to bring into 
contempt the local Gov<?rnment and its judicial institutions, and to impair the adminis- 
tration of justice. 

Similar jiowers were assumed by the King’s (\>uit when first established in Bengal. 
Prisoners of the Provincial Courts were then brought up in like manner by writs of 
habeas corpus, and released. But since the powers of the Court were restrained, the 
practice has ceased, and its assumption by the Court at Bombay does not profess to be 
founded on those precedents. 

Another power assumed by the King's Court at Bombay, but resisted by the Govern- 
moiit at that Presidency, is that of taking native wards out ^jf the hands of tlieir guardians 
and bringing them to the Presidency, to be dispostnl of at the pleasure of the King’s 
Court ; neitlier the wards nor their guardians beings subject to its ordinary jurisdiction. 

If the Court possess this power legally, there is not award in British India whose 
affairs may not be brought within its jurisdiction. Interested parties liave only to swear 
that the ward is illegally detained by his guardian. The whole native property of our 
dominions may successively be drawn into the Chancery of the King’s Court ; the Court 
all the while acknowledging tliat its ordinary jurisdiction does not extciul over the parties. 
What is the difference whether the jurisdiction be called ordinary or extraordinary, if it 
be assumed and exercised ? If it had been intended that the natives of India and their 
property should be liable to the jurisdiction of the King’s Court, they would not, it 
may be presumed, have been placed under a separate jurisdiction. 

Every power exercised or assumed by the King’s Court, or any other, is of course pro- 
fessedly and intentionally for the purpose of rendering justice or redressing a grievance ; 
but it seems to be forgotten that an extension of jurisdiction over those not before 
amenable to it may be oppression instead of justice. 

According to the present practice of the King’s Courts, a native of the snowy moun- 
tains 
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tains of Hiraala, not amenable to the Court’^jurisdiction^ and utterly unconscious of the 
existence of such a Courts may be dragged a distance of 800 miles or more^ to the 
swamps and jungles and stifling heat of Bengal^ merely to show that he is not amenable 
to jurisdictionj and go back again^ fortunate if his plea be admitted^ and if he do not 
perish from the contrast of climate. 

If it be deemed really necessary that our native subjects, without regard to distance of 
residences, should be amenable to the Court of English Law, rules ought to be framed 
to let them know clearly that they are so, or how they may become so. 

But it ought never to be that the jurisdiction should remain undefined, and subject to 
unlimited extension at the pleasure of the Judges. 

Who does not know that it is natural to human frailty to seek an increase of power ? 
The Judges are generally well disposed to extend their jurisdiction. The barristers and 
attomies of the Court have the strongest inducements of personal interest to urge the 
extension, as their profit and their livelihood depend on their quantity of business brought 
within the jurisdiction. In reason the Court ought not to have the power of determin- 
ing its own jurisdiction ; yet it holds its power in this respect to be absolute and indis- 
putable. 

There is at present a single Judge on the bench at Bombay. Whatever powers ho 
may assume and exercise, he holds obedience to be due to his will as the law. The 
united opinions of- all the Judges of the Calcutta Court, all the Judges of the Madras 
Court, and all the barristers of all the three Courts, would be of no avail against his 
single will. He is the only interpreter of the law in his own Court, and his opinion, even 
if against tliat of all the world besides, and although leading to the extension of his own 
poners, is to have despotic force, and to affect the condition of millions in the most 
important concerns of mortal life. 

It is surely then necessary that the law should be so defined as to be universally under- 
stood, and as free as distinctness can make it from the possibility of misinterpretation. 

It appears to me, from the foregoing statements and considerations, to be established, 
1st. That it is necessary distinctly to define the jurisdiction of the King’s Courts with 
regard to native subjects ; 2d. That a supreme power, to prevent protracted disputes and 
collision between the Governments and the Courts in doubtful cases, ought to be vested 
eitlier in the Governments or the Courts, and preferably in the former. 

Before I submit in detail the suggestions which occur to me, with a view to those 
objects, I will venture to offer some remarks as to the jurisdiction actually possessed by 
the King’s Courts under existing enactments and charters. 

As there are differences of opinion on this question among judges and barristers 
learned in the law, it may seem presumptuous in one who has no pretensions to legal 
knowledge to form any opinion on the subject. But it rather appears to me, that there 
is from that circumstance encouragement for an unlearned man to seek the truth under 
the guidance of common sense, since it is manifest that there must be error, one way or 
the other, in the maze of technicality. 

Sense and meaning are at the bottom of all legislation, however difficult it may subse- 
quently be to discover them in the entanglements of professional lai^age. 

It seems to me, then, after an attentive perusal of the Acts and Charters rdating to 
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the Courts of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, combining the whole series of legislation 
on this subject, that the intention of the Legislature Ls clear and distinct. 

According to this, I should say, that the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court extends 
over ihe following classes : 

1. British subjects throughout India, in all matters civil or criminal ; By the British 
subjects wherever it is used in the enactnieiils and Charters, native subjects arc evidently 
meant to bo excluded. 

2. llio inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, within fixed limits, whether 
natives or others, in all matters civil or criminal ; but natives in .sumo civil matters to 
have justice administered according to Hindoo or Mahometan law. 

3. Native subjects, servants of the Company, or of any British subject, for acts com- 
mitted as such, with limitations in certain civil matters. 

4. Native subjects, in civil mailors, for transactions in which they have bound themselvc'^ 
by bond to be amenable to the King's C’ourt. 

All natives not included in either of the three chtsses above mentioned, seem to be 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the King’s Court. If they are not so, it would be use- 
less to specify those who are amenable. If not exempt, they would be more generally 
amcn.iblc than the inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, and the other classes of 
natives specified, because in that case they would be amenable without limitations, not 
being included in those clas.ses for whom limitations are provided. It is quite clear that 
this could not have been intended, and the only alternative is, that they arc exempt, 
which appears to be the design of Uie Legislature. 

Of the four classes above specified, as amenable to the King’s Courts, the law seems 
sufficiently distinct regarding three. 

There is no doubt that all British subjects are in every respect amenable, with certain 
specified exceptions. 

There is no doubt that the law makes amenable for wrongs and trespasses native sub- 
jects in the service of the King or Company, or of British subjects, and generally in all 
criminal matters also. 

There is no doubt that native subjects arc made amenable by the law in civil transac- 
tions in which they bind themselves to be so. 

There is no doubt that native subjects, inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, 
are amenable ; but with regard to tliis class, the powers of the Courts ought to he de- 
fined; for no native, after proceedings which have taken place, can feel secure that he 
may be converted into an inhabitant of either of those Presidencies by some legal leger- 
demain, although hema^ never have been within a thousand miles distance of the place; 
and there is no property in any part of British India that may not, by the extended con- 
struction apparently put on the law, be brought within the grasp of the King’s Court. 

A distinct definition of the meaning iutendod by the Legislature to attach to the term 
inhabitant, would relieve our native subjects from much uncertainty and alann which now 
prevail, from apprehension of their being made liable to the process of the Court. 

The Court at Bombay draws a distinction between ordinary and extraordinary juris- 
diction, and, on the ground of the latter, claims unlimited jurisdiction over all native sub- 
jects within the territories subject to Bombay. 

7 B 
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This claim seems to be founded on that part of the Charter of the Court which grants 
jurisdiction in the following terms: 

The Court invested with a jurisdiction similar to the jurisdiction of the King's Bench 
“ in England.” 

The above is the marginal note. The text is as follows : 

And it is our further will and pleasure, that the said Chief Justices shall severally 
“ and respectively be, and they are, all and every of them, hereby appointed to be 
'' Justices and Conservators of the Peace, and Coroners within and throughout the settle- 
mont of Bombay, imd the town and island of Bombay, and the limits thereof, and 
the factories subordinate thereto, and all the territories which now are or hereafter 
“ may be subject to or dependent upon the Government of Bombay aforesaid, and to 
have such jurisdiction and authority as our Justices of our Court of King's Bench have 
and may lawfully exercise within that part of Great Britain called England, as far as 
circumstances will admit.” 

This paragraph describes the nature of the Court’s jurisdiction, but does not define the 
persons over wliom it extends. If all in the Charter relating to the Court's jurisdiction 
were couiained in that paragraph, there could be no doubt tliat the intent of the Charter 
must have been to confer a jurisdiction similar to the jurisdiction of the King’s Bench over 
all the territories of Bombay j but, taken with the other contents of the Charter, it seems 
equally clear, to me, that the jurisdiction thus granted is only to be exercised over those 
who are declared to bo subject to it. I proceed to that part of the Charter which 
defines the jurisdiction. 

The jurisdiction of the Court defined : 

'' And we do further direct, ordain and appoint, that the jurisdiction, powers and 
'' authorities of the sjiid Supremo Court of Judicature at Bombay shall extend to all such 
persons as have been hereinbefore described and distinguished in our Charter of Justice 
for Bombay, by the appellation of British subjects, who shall reside within any of the 
factories subject to or dependent upon the Government of Bombay, and that the said 
Court shall be qompeteut ami effectual, and shall have full power and authority to 
'' hear and determine all suits and actions whatsoever against any of our said subjects, 
arising in territories subject to or dependent upon, or which hereafter shall be subject 
“ to or dependent upon the said Government, or within any of the dominions of the 
Native Princes of India in alliance with the said Government, or against any per- 
son or persons who, at the time when the cause of action shall have arisen, shall have 
" been employed by, or shall have been, directly or indirectly, in the service of the said 
United Company, or any of the subjects of Us, Our heirs or Wcessors; and the said 
Court, hereby established, shall have like power and authority to hear, try and deter- 
mine all and all manner of civil suits and actions, which by the authority of any Act 
'' or Acts of Parliament, might have been heard, tried or determined by the said 
“ Mayor's Court at Bombay aforesaid, or which may now be heard, tried or determined 
“ by the said Court of the Recorder of Bombay ; and all powers, authorities and juris- 
dictions, of what kind or nature soever, which, by any Act or Acts of Parliament, 
may be or are directed to be exercised by the said Mayor's Court, or by the said 
** Court of the Recorder of Bombay, shall and may be as fully and effectually exercised 
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■" by the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay, as the same might have been coi'Nni.s. 

“ exercised and enjoyed by the said Mayor’s Court, or by the said Court of the 
» Recorder at Bombay.” c. T. MetcaDb’s 

It would bo tedious to repeat the technical languag*e of every section of the Charter re- Minute 
gardin^ the jurisdiction. The next section to the one above quoted defines the jurisdic- 
tion as to the inhabitants of Bombay. All suits and actions brought against the inhabi- 
tants of Bombay to bo determined by the Court; but in the cases of “ Mahometans or 
Gentoos,’* their inheritance and succession to lands^ rents and goods, and all matters of 
contract and dealing between party and party, to be deteriniried by their respective 
laws and usages, or by such laws and usages as the same would have been detenniiuMl by 
in a native Court ; and when one of the partie.s shall bo Maliometan or Gentoo, by tlie 
laws and usages of the defendant. In all suits to be determined by the laws and usages 
of the natives, the Court is to make such rules and orders for ,tho conduct of the same, 
and to frame such process for tlie execution of judgments, .sentences or decrees, as .shall 
be most consonant to the religion and manners of the natives and their resjiectne laws 
and usages. The same with regard to compelling the appearance of wifiios.ses, and faking 
their examination, so that all suits may be conducted with as much ease and as little ex- 
pease us shall be consistent with the attainment of substantial jirstice. 

1 will here pause to ask, if it was intended, as as.suiiied by the Court at Bombay, to 
grant jurisdiction similar to that of the King’s Bench over all native subjects under the 
Bombay Government, why was the jurisdiction of tlie Court defined ^nd limited? If it 
was intended that the native inhabitants of the whole territory should be liable to the 
jurisdiction, why were the native inhabitants of Bombay specified ? When so much care 
^as taken to secure to the native inhabitants of Bombay, made liable to the jurisdiction, the 
benefit of their laws and usages, why was not the same privilege .specifically extended to 
the inhabitants of the provinces, if it was not clearly intended to exclude them from the 
jurisdiction ? 

The Charter contains other limitations and restrictions regarding the jurisdiction of the 
Court over natives. 

It specifies that no person shall be subject to the jiiri.sdiction of the Court by reason of 
being a land-holder or land-owner, or fanner of land or of land-rent, &c. &c. It is 
unnecessary to detail all the specifications. 

It may be asked, why it has been thought necessary specifically to exempt those persons ( 

The cause is, that when the Supreme Court was first established in Bengal, the Jiidge.s chose 
to consider the persons so described as subject to the jurisdiction, on tin* plea of being 
servants of the Company. In order to correct this error, and rectify the ini.schief w liich 
had arisen and was sure always to arise from it, the declaration for their exemption was 
passed by the Legislature, not to exempt them from a jurisdiction to which native sub- 
jects generally were liable, but to prevent their being subjected on an erroneous preh'iice 
to a jurisdiction from which native subjects generally were free. 

The character of this exemption and the circumstances which led to it are strong corro- 
borations of the general freedom of native subjects from the jurisdiction. 

Further, care is taken in the Charter to prevent those who, by reason of being servants 
of the Company or of British subjects, are liable to the jurisdiction, from .subjection to it 
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( Oil NOILS, ill miy unnecessary manner or degree. Thus natives of this class haying been previously 
by specific enactment brought under the jurisdiction, are again exempted from it, except 
Sir C TTMetcalfe 8 ?pt?cial cases ; it being provided that they shall not become subject to the jurisdiction 
Minute. “ of the Court in any matter of inheritance or succession to goods or lands, or in any 

matter of dealing or contract between party and party, except in action for wrongs or 
** trespasses only.” 

What has been extracted from the Charter is sufficient to show that only certain classes 
of native subjects are liable to the jurisdiction of the King's Court, and that for all who 
are liable, care is taken to secure the enjoyment of their own laws and usages. 

Is it possible then to suppose, that by any part of the Charter it was intended to 
grant powers to the Court which should completely nullify all the limitations and restric- 
tions specifically imposed, render nugatory the protection granted to native subjects, and 
overthrow or bring into contempt the whole system of civil and criminal jurisprudence 
established for the administration of justice to our native subjects beyond the limits of 
the Court’s t(K*al jurisdiction ? 

To me it seems irnpossiblethat the Charter was ever designed to confer such powers ; 
and this opinion is corroborated by the preamble to the Charter, wherein it is slated that 
the jurisdiction of the Court, both as to native and British subjects, is to be subject to 
the same limitations, restrictions and control as the Supreme Court at Fort William is sub- 
ject to ; which can only, I conceive, mean, that the limitations, restrictions and control 
subsequently specified, and similiil’ to those previously established in the Court at Port 
William, are to be valid and binding ; for if they arc not, of what use arc they ? Is it 
likely that His Majesty, from whose royal authority the Charter issues, under authority 
from the Legislature, would have treated the natives of India with tantalization and ridi- 
cule, by granting them protection against the Court in one part of the Charter, and 
rendering it utterly void in another ? 

I have perused the Charter with attention, and the impression which it leaves on my 
mind is, that all the powers which it grants are given both with reference to the limita- 
tions and restrictions that it specifies. But if the technical language of the Charter be 
unintelligible to an unlearned man ; if there bo a hidden meaning which the learned alone 
can apprehend, giving unlimited unrestricted power, notwithstanding all the limitations and 
restrictions specified, then I would observe, that the King’s Charter can only give what is 
authorized by a previous enactment of the Legislature. Unless, therefore, the powers 
claimed by the Court at Bombay, under the supposition that they are granted by the 
Charter, are conferred by some act of the Legislature, they are illegal, and consequently 
null and void. 

I do not mean to admit that powers really are granted by the Charters which are not 
confiiTncd by the Legislature ; on the contrary, I maintain the reverse. But if it be 
asserted that the powers claimed are given by the Charters, still they are illegal, unless 
it can be shown that they are consistent with the statutes. No powers granted by the 
Charters can abolish the restrictions fixed by the Legislature. 

Those powers do not appear to be granted by any Act. As far as the intention of the 

Legislature can be understood from the enactmente bcai*ing on this subject, the jurisdiction 
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-t)f the King’s Courts with regard to native subjects is strictly limited to certain specific corNi ir-s. 
classes. • 

The Charter of the Court in Bengal gi^aiits jurisdiction similar to that of the King’s Sir C. T. IMcttnlli- 
Bench^ as well as the Bombay Charter. The Bengal Charter is founded on the 13th Minute. 
Geo. III., ch. G3, see. 13, &c., which says nothing of that peculiar jurisdiction, but limits 
and defines the powers of the Court as to native subjects. 

But the Court having misunderstood and exceeded its powers with regard to natives, a 
new enactment took place in sec. 9, ch. 70, 2 1st Geo. III., for removing all doubts con- 
cerning the persons subject to the jurisdiction of the said Supreme Court, by which it was 
enacted that persons, by reason of being land-owners, land-holders, farmers of land or 
land-rent, and other classes specified, should not be subject, that is, should not on that 
account be considered as servants of the Company, on which ground they had before 
been made amenable by the Court. 

The same Act specifically gives jurisdiction to the Court over all the inhabitants of the 
city of Calcutta. 

The Acts and Charters establishing the Courts at Madras and Bombay are similar to 
those which relate to the Court of Calcutta, with some dlRerciiccs immaterial as to tlie 
question now under discussion. 

From the preceding details it appears to me to be established, that the jurisdiction of 
the Courts is limited by specific restrictions, and that they do not possess any extraor- 
dinary extended jurisdiction independent of the limitations prescribed by the Legislature. 

Since writing the preceding, I have seen extracts from the opinion on this subject deli- 
vered from the bench by the Judge who now singly presides in the Bombay Court. 

If I understand that opinion accurately, the learned Judge maintains that all tlie limi- 
tations and restrictions of jurisdiction contained in the Charter refer solely to civil juris- 
diction, and that the criminal jurisdiction of the King’s Court extends univei’sally over all 
the inhabitants of the territory subject to the Presidency to which the Court may 
belong. 

This interpretation of the law, if correct, seems at least to be new, for it has generally 
been understood that the jurisdiction of the Court in criminal matters is restricted with 
regard to natives ; and the extension of the powers of the Court beyond its local limits, 
whenever so extended with regard to natives, has hitherto been defended on some plea 
that sought to bruig them within the limitation of the jurisdiction. 

It appears to me that that part of the Charter in which the jurisdiction of the Court is 
expressly defined, under this heading, Jurisdiction of the Court defined,” docs not 
define the limitations and restrictions of the jurisdiction witli regard to civil jurisdiction 
alone, but generally with regard to jurisdiction criminal as well as civil. After saying 
generally that the jurisdiction, powers and authorities of the Court shall extend to all 
British subjects, it proceeds to give power to hear and determine all suits and actions 
whatsoever, (therein, I presume, including criminal actions), against British subjects and 
natives in the service of the Company. It goes on to give power to hear, try and determine 
all civil actions (herein excluding all criminal actions) which might before have been 
tried by the Mayor’s Court or Recorder’s Court ; it next confers all powers, authorities 
and jurisdictions formerly exercised by those Courts ; and then gives power to hear and 
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determine all suits and actions (inchiding, I presume, criminal) against the inhabitants of 
Bombay. 

It also appears in another part of the Charter, that the criminal jurisdiction of the 
Court is expressly limited to the town and island of Bombay, and the limits thereof, 
an<l the factories subordinate thereto which criminal jurisdiction is specially extended, 
as respects British subjects, to acts committed either in the territories of Bombay or cn 
the dominions of allied Native Princes ; and this specific extension of it to British subjects 
beyond the local limits, seems clearly to exclude natives not within those limits. Such 
also has been the practical operation of the criminal jurisdiction of the Court hitherto. 

If the judgment of the Judge at Bombay be right, all practice hitherto has been 
wrong ; and it becomes the more necessary for the Legislature to determine what really 
is right. Wo cannot, injustice to our native subjects, leave them liable to two inde- 
pciidont jurisdictions, or ignorant of what jurisdiction they arc amenable to. 

It is curious to observe how this claim to universal criminal jurisdiction has commenced 
its operation ; the Judge who asserts it admitting at the same time that the civil jurisdic- 
tion of the Court, with regard . to natives, is limited. The operation of this claimed cri- 
minal jurisdiction, is to drag a ward from the protection or control of his guardian, and 
bring the ward and his affairs into Court. I'here is not an estate belonging to any 
minor, throughout all India, that might not, by this sort of criminal jurisdiction, be 
•swallowed up by the officers and practitioners of the King’s Court. 

Enough, 1 trust, has been said "to show that we are bound in duty to give to our 
native Indian subjects greater certainty as to the jurisdiction to which they are amenable, 
and greater security against liability to two independent jurisdictions, than they now 
enjoy. 

With a view to promote this object, I shall proceeil to submit for consideration two 
schemes for the regulation of the jurisdiction of the King’s Courts in India ; one to 
explain and define it, under a supposition that the Legislature lias always regarded tlio 
King’s Courts as liaving general jurisdiction, with regard to British subjects, but with 
regard to natives, a jurisdiction limited according to classes and locality ; the other to 
amalgamate tlio King’s Courts with tlie Provincial Courts of Judicature, in the case of 
its being deemed expedient to abolish the existence of separate and independenl juris- 
dictions for different classes of subjects. 

W’^ith reference to the first of these suppositions, the jurisdiction of the King’s Court 
regarding British subjects, as at present understood, does not absolutely need alteration. 
Tbiy are liable universally to both civil and ciiininal jurisdiction. Only, as to acts 
committed in the territories of Native Princes, it ought to bo declared, in order to 
prevent the recurrence of such a claim as was once setoip by the Madras Court, that the 
C’ourts have no legal authority to cause writs or process of any kind, issued against 
European-born British subjects, or natives of the British territories in tlie service of the 
'' East-India Company, to be executed by arrest of persons, seizure of property, or any 
other compulsory method within the dominions of Native Princes in alliance with the 
British Government in India ” This was the opinion given by His Majesty’s Attorney 
General (the late Lord Gifford), His Majesty’s Solicitor General (the present Lord 

Chancellor), 
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X]!hancellor), and tho Honourable Company’s Solicitor^ Mr. Bosaiiquet, when called on councils. 
in consequence of the Madras Court. 

The jurisdiction as to natives in the Company’s service seems sufficiently defined, and Sir C.T. Metcalte’s 
may remain as it is. It is hard on natives in the Company’s service, tliat they should be Minute, 
amenable to two independent jurisdictions, and not obviously necessary; but as the 
L^islature has declared them to be subject to the jurisdiction of the King’s Court, under 
certain limitations as to civil suits, the case is clear, and the exercise of the power is not 
open to dispute. 

With respect also to natives in civil actions, regarding transactions in which they have 
bound themselves to be amenable to the Court, there is no room to doubt. 

But it will bo necessary to define more clearly the jurisdiction over the natives, inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, that is, over natives residing within the limits of 
the local jurisdiction of the Court at each Presidency. 

Actual inhabitants within those limits must of course be considered fully amenable in 
both civil and criminal matters, with the privileges nevertheless, as to their own laws 
and usages, provided by the enactments of the Legislature and the Charters of tho 
Courts. 

Persons residing elsewhere, who may formerly have resided within the local limits, 
must be amenable for acts committed during their residence within tho limits, but ought 
not to be so for acts committed within the jurisdiction of the Provincial Courts, or else- 
where beyond the limits of the Royal Court’s jurisdiction. 

Persons who liavc never resided within the limits ought not to be liable to arrest, nor 
generally amefiable to the Court’s jurisdiction, on the plea of being inhabitants, on 
account of transactions of a pecuniary nature within the limits in which they may be said 
to have been concerned. Nevertheless, for pecuniary transactions on their behalf within 
the limits, any property within the limits, which such persons may possess, ought to be 
liable ; due notice being given of any suit, in order that the party concerned may answer 
to it at his option, or allow it to be decided on the evidence of the plaiiititf. But pro- 
perty beyond the limits ought not, I conceive, in such cases to be liable to tho Court’s 
jurisdiction; it being, never tlieless, liable to the jurisdiction of tho provinces in which it 
may bo situated, for transactions within the jurisdiction of tho King’s Court. 

The liability of persons and property, with respect to jurisdiction, ought generally, I 
conceive, to be determined by residence and locality. The course sometimes pursued by 
tho King’s Court would set such a consideration at defiance. We have seen, as before 
mentioned, a man arrested as an inhabitant of Calcutta, at a distance of seven or 
hundred miles, who never, perhaps, had been much nearer, and certainly never had been 
an inhabitant, for a matter of some curiosity sent to him from Calcutta by tho party 
who caused and superintended his arrest, on the plea that he was an inhabitant of Cal- 
cutta, in consequence of having property, and employing agents in commercial dealings. 

It seems absolutely necessary that our native subjects should be protected against such 
proceedings ; for which purpose I have proposed the restrictions above stated. 

With respect to the property of persons, British subjects or others, by law fully amen- 
able to the King’s Court, tlieir property, wherever situated within the British territories, 
must, I conclude, be liable ; but the process of the Court regarding such property ought 

not 
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j’orNcn.s, not to be executed by ila own officers, but by the local Magistrate ; and rules ought to 
be made to preclude the officers of the King’s Court from proceeding beyond its local 
Sii C.T. Metcalfe's Ihuifs, and to make the local Magistrates its iiistrumeuts for carrying into effect its 
Minute. lawful orders, regarding persons or property liable to its jurisdiction, although residing 
or situated beyond the local limits thereof. The sending of the officers of the King’s 
Court into districts wliere there is another jurisdiction, is useless in itself, and attended 
with considerable inconvenience and mischief, by causing tlie appearance of a double 
jurisdiction. 

No native ought to be dragged from a distance to show whether he is or is not liable 
to the jurisdiction of the King’s Court. It is a grievous oppression that persons not sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction may be arrested and brought before tlie Court from any distance, 
before they can show that they are not amenable. I’his evil might be remedied by 
making the local Magistrate in each district the channel of executing the Court’s writs, 
and by giving him power to submit the excuses of any native denying the jurisdiction, 
and to try and report on the question of jurisdiction on the spot, under the Court’s 
orders, abiding, nevertheless, by tlie Court's decision on his report. 

'file decrees or writs of the King’s Court ought not, beyond its own local jurisdiction, 
to interfere with the previous decrees of the Provincial or District Court of any other 
local juiisdictiou ; as such interference must have the effect of bringing the local juris- 
diction, and the authority from w'hich it emanates, into contempt. Of course, no 
decrees of the local jurisdiction can set aside those of the King’s Court previously 
issued, if directed against persons legally amenable. 

It ought to be the duty of local authorities to bring to the notice of Government any 
instance within tlieir jurisdictions of ac!t of eneroachmeiit by the King’s Court beyond its 
known and acknowledged powers. The (iovernincnt, if it entertain the same opinion, 
ought to have the power of calling the attention of the King’s Court to the subject, 
cither through the Advocate General or some other channel. The Court ought to be 
bound to listen to the reference, and explain the grounds of its proceedings; and if the 
Government should notwithstanding remain convinced of the illegality of the supposed 
extension ot the Court’s jiowers, it ought to have the right to appeal to the King in 
Council, or other competent tribunal, and in a case which it may judge to be of suffi- 
cient importance, the power of arresting the progress of tho encroachment pending the 
result of the appeal. 

The powers recently claimed by the King’s Court at Tlombay, but more generally 
s^pposed not to have been intended by the Legislature, ouglit to bo distinctly denied, 
and a clear definition made of all the powers to be e.xercised and enjoyed by the King’s 
Court. 

The rules and provisions herein proposed, would, I trust, afford that protection to our 
iiati\e subjects which wo are bound to give them against uncertainty of jurisdiction and 
undcfuied extension of the powers of Courts to which they are not supposed to be 
amenable. 

'I’here is another portion of our subjects, partly of European and partly of Asiatic 
extraction, commonly called East-Iudiaiis, whose situation is peculiar. The law regards 

them 
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them as natives; but in religion^ education^ language and habits^ they assimilate wiih i'oi^nc'ils. 
British subjects. 

At present the East-Indians are, as natives^ subject to the jurisdiction within the limits Sir C.T. Metcalfe’s 
of which they reside. With regard to civil suits and minor criminal oireiiccs, not subject Minute, 
to severe or lengthened punishment^ this arrangement seems unohjectit liable ; but nith 
regard to capital crimes, or such as are liable to exemplary punishment, I am of opinion 
that they ought to be put on the same footing as British subjects ; and to prevent con> 
fusion, this might bo dune generally as to criminal jurisdiction. 

The criminal law in force in our provincial judicature, although modified by our regu- 
lations, is mainly Mahometan. That Christian Judges should try Hindoo prisoners 
accjrdlng to Mahometan law, seems sufiUciently absurd ; but that Christian .hidges of 
British blood should try Christians of British extraction by Mahometan law, soeins, if 
p:)ssible, still more strange ; and therefore I think that it would be better if E;ist- 
Indians, as to criminal jurisdiction, were put on the footing of British subjects. 

I am also of opinion, that for property situated beyond the limits of the local jurisdic- 
tion of the King s Court, British subjects ought to be liable in civd suits to the jurisdiction 
of the Courts of Judicature established in the provinces, with regard to transactions corii- 
mitted within that jurisdiction, without any impediment to their full subjection to the 
jurisdiction of the King’s Court. In other words, that all property and transactions 
should be liable to the jurisdiction within which they may be situated or performeil. 

I have said all that at present occurs to me, regarding the regulations of that state of 
jurisdiction in India, as to the King’s Courts, which is at present supposed to exist, 
according to the provisions of the Legislature. I now proceed to advert to the suppo- 
sition of a change, by which the judicature of India, instead of being divided into separate 
and independent jurisdictions, miglit be amalgamated in one. 

Such a change, when judged fit, it will bo best to introduce gradually. 

llie connexion between the two jurisdictioua miglit in the first instance bo cstabli.shed 
by making His Majesty’s Supreme Court at each Presidency the highest Court in civil 
and criminal judicature for all the territories of such Presidency ; that is, what the 
Sudder Dowaimy and Nizamut Adawlut is now. 

In that case, the Sudder Adawlut at each Presidency might be abolished ; and its 
judicial duties transferred to the Supreme Court, with such modifications as might be 
requisite. 

It would then he proper that the selection of Judges for the Supreme Court should be 
partly, as at present, from barristers of the Engli.sh, Irish, or Indian bar, and partly frqp 
Judges practised in the judicature of India, and acquainted with the language, laws, and 
usages of the natives. 

It is surprising that a knowledge of any language spoken by the natives has never been 
considered a necessary qualification for a Judge on the bench of a King’s Court in 
India. There has consequently scarcely ever been an instance of its being in the power 
of a Judge to understand what is said by the native witnesses and prisoners ; and this 
defect generally extends to the barristers and oificers of the Court, as well as to the 
Judges. 

Supposing a Supreme Court to be constituted as above suggested, m\ich of the duties 

7 C which 
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< oi'NC'ii.s, which the King s Court has now to perfonn, might be transferred to an inferior Court at 

each Presideiiey, the more important duties being retained in the Supreme Court. 

J^ir C. T. Metcalfe's jurisdiction and powers of the Supreme Court might be exercised every where 

Minute. through local Courts and authorities. 

At first the local Courts would have no more power or jurisdiction over British subjects 
than they possess at present; but as occasion might arise, from time to time, for extend- 
ing their powers, authority ought to bo vested in the Supreme Government in concert 
with the Supreme Court, under the control of the Legislature, for conferring such 
powers as might be necessary for the due administration of justice, and for modifying and 
regulating the jurisdiction, practice and proceedings of these Courts, as might be most 
expedient, securing to British subjects, as much as possible, the enjoyment of their own 
laws, and always the right of trial by jury in criminal cases, and extending the same right 
to native subjects as soon as it could be done with the prospect of benefit ; securing to 
them also their own laws and usages ; and when, in contention between two parties of 
different persuasions, any doubtful point should turn on the difference of laws, the pre- 
ference might be given to those of the defendant. 

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to describe all the subsidiary alterations 
that might, in process of time, follow the change proposed. All that I aim at is, to 
convey the impression that such a change, if ever deemed desirable, might be effected by a 
gradual introduction of improvement, without the convulsive destruction of that system of 
judicature to which our native subjects arc accustomed. 

I proposed to record this Minute in the Secret Department, on account of the delicate 
nature of the discussion which it embraces. 

Its main purpose is to invite attention to the necessity of defining distinctly the powers 
to be excreiswl by the King s Courts with regard to native subjects, and of vesting in 
some authority iii India, power to prevent the occurrence or slop the progress of any dis- 
pute, on a doubtful question, between the Governments and the Courts at the several 
Presidencies, pending a reference to England for final decision* 

(Signed) C. T. Metcalfe. 

15 April 1829. 


No. 9. 


(Secret Department.) 

^ MINUTE by Sir C. T. Metcalfe ; dated 2 May 1829. 

Sir C.T. Metcalfe's The immediate cause of the difference between the Government of Bombay and His 
Minute. Majesty's Court of Judicature at that Presidency has been the issuing of certain writs of 


habeas corpus. 

The writ in one case was addressed to persons in the service of the Company « and 
therefore subject to the Court’s jurisdiction. In another case to a native, not liable to 
the jurisdiction, according to the belief hitherto generally entertained. 

This difference between the writs has not influenced the proceedings either of the 
Government or of the Court of Bombay. 
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The Government has rested its opposition on political grounds, without reference to the rouNfii.s, 
comparative legality of the Court’s proceedings in the two cases. ^ 

The Court, on the other hand, has declared that it derives its power equally, in both sir(;.T, Metcalfe's 
eases, from the same clause of its (Charter, and that if it docs not possess the power in Minute, 
both cases, it does not in either. 

To those, however, who believe that the grant of the powers of the Court of Kind’s 
Bench is with reference to the limitations imposed on jurisdiction, and not independent 
thereof, there must appear a considerable difference between the two writs. 

In this view' of the case, a writ of habeas corpus, addressed to any person, native or 
European, in the Company’s service, must seem to be legal, and within the couipctence of 
the Court, however inconvenient and mischievous its operation may be, while a similar 
writ addressed to a native not subject to the ordinary jurisdiction must be considered 
illegal, and of course beyond the Court's power. 

With regard to the last species of jurisdiction claimed now ,' it is su])posed for the first 
time, I have ventured before to observe, that its e.xisteiice is incompatible vyith the preser- 
vation of that separate jurisdiction of the Company’s Courts which has hitherto prevailed 
without question, and that it would he extremely unjust to subject the natives to two 
jurisdictions and tw 0 codes of laws. Unless, therefore, it be intended to establish the 
King's Court universally and exclusively, the extended jurisdiction now asserted ought 
to be prohibited by the Legislature. 

My present object in adding a few remarks to my former Minute, is to bring under 
consideration the necessity of regulating the exercise of the power supposed to reside in 
the King’s Courts, of issuing writs of habeas corpus address(.Hl to persons liable to the 
jurisdiction, when that power is excrci-scd in behalf of tlie convicts duly tried andcun- 
dmnned in the Uoinpany’s Courts, or of state prisoners detained for the public safety. 

The Legislature cannot have intended that the King’s Courts should throw open all 
the provincial gaols, and release all the prisoners sentenced by the Company’s Courts ; 
and it is quite clear that the exercise of such a power would effectually destroy good 
order in the Company’s territories, and render its Courts utterly iiscIckSs and 
contemptible. 

Admitting that the King’s Courts do possess the power of issuing writs of habeas 
corpus to persons liable to their jurisdiction, as no provision has been made for securing 
the jurisdiction of the C’ompaiiy’s Courts against violation by that process, it is 
fair to conclude, that the possibility of such a collision has been overlooked by the • 

Legislature. 

The proceedings of His Majesty’s Court of Bombay have now shown that it is nccil* 
sary to guard against this evil. 

The remedy is simple and easy. It is only necessary to declare on the part of the Le- 
gislature, that a statement describing the prisoners as duly convicted after trial, or as 
detained for trial by tlie Court to whose jurisdiction they are liable, shall be good and 
sufficient return to a writ issued under such circumstances. 

The same power which the Court at Bombay has exercised with regard to convicted 
criminals might be assumed ; I know nothing to prevent it with respect to state prisoners ; 

7 C 2 yet 



1088 FIFTH APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


i.liGl.Sl.ATIVI£ 

IJOUNCH.S, 

&C-. 

Sir C. T. Metcalfe's 
Minute. 


yet it IS impossible that the Goveniincnt, responsible for the public safety, could allow 
its state prisoners to be released. Supposing, therefore, a writ to be issued for bringing 
up the body of a state prisoner, a statement setting forth that he is confined as a state 
prisoner by order of the Government ought to be declared a sufficient return ; and unless 
this be done, it seems most probable that a dispute will some day break out between the 
Government and the Court in consequence of a writ of habeas corpus to release a state 
prisoner. 

This is a method recently brought to notice, by which the jurisdiction of the King's 
Courts is extended, contrary to the evident intentions of the Legislature, and with 
grievous injury to the native subjects not properly liable to tlieir jurisdiction. 

It consists in this: if a native succeeds to property within the Court's jurisdiction, to 
whidi he has never before been liable, he must take out a probate from the Court in 
order to enable him to obtain possession. So far is unobjectionable ; but by so doing, he 
is made liable to tlie Court's jurisdiction, not with regard to that property alone, which 
would be right - and just, but with regard to all property, wherever situated, although 
many hundred miles beyond the Court’s jurisdiction. 

This is the law as laid down by the Court at Madras. 

The story of the Nawaub of Masulipatam is a sample of its practical effect. The 
Nawaub of Masulipatam and his family, residing 200 miles or more from Madras, w’ere 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the King’s Court. The old Nawaub died, leaving, besides 
his property situated beyond the Court's jurisdiction, a sum in the Company’s Funds, 
which being within the jurisdiction could not be paid to any of his heirs without probate 
from the Court. This was taken out by the eldest son, the present Nawaub, who in con- 
sequence became fully liable to the jurisdiction. Various suits have been entered against 
him. They are not determined ; but he is already ruined, and unable to pay the 
expenses of a tribunal into which he has been dragged without being conscious of his 
liability. 

It U thus that the extension of the jurisdiction of the King's Court in India goes on 
increasing by the mere will of the Judges, without regard to the right and interests of our 
native subjects, whom it was maiiifesdy the iutention of tlie Legislature to exempt from 
that jurisdiction. 

The remedy in casen of this kind seems obvious, and without difficulty. It is only to 
declare by a legislative enactment, that native subjects not liable to the jurisdiction of the 
King’s Court, shall not become so in consequence of taking out a probate, except for 
that property alone for which they have recourse unavoidably to the Court's jurisdiction. 

2 May 1829. (Sig^ned) C. T. Metoalfb. 


No. 10. 
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NOTE by Mr. Holt Mackenzie. 

The apprehensions of inconvenience from the intorference of the Supreme Court with 
landed property in the interior of the country, seem to me to bo somewhat exaggerated ; 
and in the cases which have occurred, the trouble experienced would, I think, have been 
for tlie most part avoided, had the officers concerned possessed the information which a 
short experience will doubtless give. Still it seems to be certain, that without a complete 
and well-regulated concurrence of the two authorities, considerable inconvenience may 
be experienced ; and if our officers have much to amend before ihoir proceedings can 
secure the approval of *men accustomed to the law of England, or can satisfy the just 
expectations of the people of Inilia, it seems to be almost equally certain, that the King’s 
Courts must he prepared to modify their forms and process with a liberal consideration 
of local peculiarities, if they would really render the extension of thei^ jurisdiction a 
benefit to the country. Indeed, even in England the necessity of pretty extensive changes 
seems now to be generally recognized ; and hero we have of course none of tliuse pre- 
possessions in favour of the institutions of our country, which may there render it uiiad- 
visablo to discard ancient usages, even when opposed to reason. Wc may he pretty 
sure that the prejudices of the people against any rules borrowed from the English code 
(if I may use a word which rather reminds us of what wo have not, than describes what 
we have), will be vanquished with facility in proportion as that which wo desire to intro- 
duce bears the character of simplicity and truth. 

The time seems to bo favourable for the attempt to amend what is inconvenient, to 
remove what is dangerous, and to reconcile what is discordant ; since the Parliament of 
England must be prepared for change, and the Bench is so filled as to give the be.st pro- 
mise that all necessary and expedient changes will be ably and cordially promoted. 

I understand it to bo clear, that the Supreme Court has jurisdiction over immoveable 
property in the interior of the country, in all cases in which the possessor of such pro- 
perty is personally subject to its jurisdiction. Its interference with such property is there- 
fore likely to be considerably more extensive hereafter than it has been hitherto. 

Let us then see how it will operate : First, as to land diarged with a land revenue, or 
rent to Government. 

Such* laud is liable to sale by the Revenue authorities, on any failure to pay the asseised 
revenue with punctuality. The holders of it are subject to various rules in regard to the 
appointment of the inferior agents of police, and of certain village officers of account. 
'Iliey are bound to render information on various occasions ; they are required to aid in 
furnishing supplies to troops, and are liable to fines in default. Every zemindaree, or 
other fiscal division, for the rent or revenue of which a separate contract was entered into 
at the time of the permanent settlement, continues to be responsible for the wliole of 
such revenue, until a regular division and apportionment are made, according to prescribed 
forms ; provision being at the same time made to secure persons who have applied to have 
separate possession of their shares, from suffering by the default of their ccHsharers pend- 
ing the process of partition. 
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Whpro distinct parcels of a property thus held of Government under a single lease 
are transferred^ whether by decree of Court or by the act of individuals^ the thing to be 
done is merely to determine what share of the aggregate sum annually payable to Govern- 
ment shall be chaiged to each parcel. Where the property of the co-sharers is joint, a 
partition involves the double process of distributing the parcels of land, and apportioning 
to each its due share of the Revenue with which the whole is burthened. 

In all cases the decision of the question how the Government demand shall be appor- 
tioned^ rests with the Revenue authorities ; the reservation forming in the Lower Pro- 
vinces a condition of the permanent settlement under which the Government compounded 
for its right of levying, as rent or revenue, a certain portion of the produce of every 
beegah not especially exempted. The law proceeds on the assumption that the interests 
of Government require the reserved revenue or rent to be equally apportioned, and that 
the Revenue authorities arc best able to effect the object. And as the Courts of Adawlut 
had originally no jurisdiction in the matter of assessment, so they are still barred from 
taking cognizance of any question touching the apportionment of the assessed demand, to 
the several parcels into which a joint estate may be divided, or to each of several estates 
wliich by the permanent settlement were made subject to a common rent, but for which 
distinct engagements are now desired. 

It appears to be essential, that the officers of the Supreme Court, or the Receivers 
appointed by it, should attend to the above particulars. 

There is otherwise considerable danger tlmt the practical effect of orders intended to 
secure equal advantages to litigants may operate very differently, and that misapprehen- 
sions of our system may induce the penalty of public sale, to the great loss of the indi- 
viduals whose interests it is desired to guard. For I do not suppose that any proceed- 
ing of the Supremo Court, or any other Court, in suits between individuals, can affect 
'the process prescribed by Government for the realization of its reserved Revenue. And 
though the difficulties in which families are sometimes involved on the demise of their 
head, or by the dissensions of their members, ought not to be overlooked by our officers, 
even when the Government demand may be most light, still the exigencies of the public 
service must not be neglected. 

I am not sure how far the subordinate tenantry are affected, when the oi^ner of landed 
property in the interior becomes a ward of the Supreme Court, when a receiver is 
appointed, or when such property is sequestrated, or any process had implying the 
actual transfer of possession ; but I presume that the Master in Equity, as ^ell as 
persons (Natives or. Europeans) acting under his authority, are only subject to- the 
jurisdiction of the Court whose officer heis.t And possibly in all cases in which the 

process 

* These Letters are refcirod to by Mr. lloss. 

t The under-written opinion of Mr. Strettell (if I understand it righUy) aeeroa to convey thiai*^ • 

The Miuier in Chancery ie only ammabie lo the Mr. Lewin is not in any manner sttlject to the jpiisduition 
Supreme Court for acts done by order by of your Court, and cannot bo proceeded againft In ^ 
farmera and agent f in charge of the lande of wardt shewed the Petition to Jiim, and he says he knows nothing 
qf the Supreme Court Such farmere and agenta about the transaction, and tupposea it arises froin eontS ish- 
are^however, liable to thejuriadiction of the Mofuaail conduct of the persons complained against, or their MeMer. ■ 

Courts, 
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^process gx>es actually to give or disturb possession^ the Court would claim jurisdiction councils, O 
over those whom it must regard as the tenants of the parties whose interests have been 
adjudged by it. Now, when we consider how hopeless it must be for a set of poor Mackenzie’s 
and ignorant cultivators to seek redress in that tribunal, the inconvenience of such a state Note, 

of things must be admitted to be no sliglit evil. Still more if we recollect, that of the 
tenantry of a zemindar a great proportion will be found holding, not in virtue of any 
contract with that person, but by a tenure independent of his will, subject to the pay- 
ment merely of the revenue, which, but for its settlement, the Government would have 
been entitled to demand, and that consisting in many cases of a fixed money-rate, and 
still leaving to the cultivator a property more valuable than that of his superior. It seems 
to be a cruel injustice upon such persons, that any act or incident done by or affectiiig 
the man who happens to farm the revenue payable by them, though under a perpetual 
lease, should operate to deprive them, without their consent, of recourse for redress to 
the.Court of this district. 

Then, if it be lawful for our Country Courts to give to in a suit with J?., property 
which the Supremo Court has given to C., in a contest with Z)., the poor ryots may, 
gitliout a clear understanding between the tribunals, be subjected to two task-masters. 

Lands exempted from the payment of Revenue are free from those causes of embar- 
rassment which have their source in the rules presciibed for the security and punctual 
realization of the assessed demand of Government. But in other respects the sam^ 
difficulties arise. And further, the question may occur, how, when such lands are 
occupied by an officer of the Supreme Court, or by a receiver appointed by it, the eventual 
claims of Government to the alienated revenue, supposing the title of exemption invalid, 
are to be determined. So also as to the assessment of lands held under temporary 
settlements by the owners. 

Tile simplest preventative and remedy of the inconvenience to be apprehended from (B.) 

the above causes, would seem to bo the following. In all cases in which the Supreme 
Court assume the management of any landed property in the interior through the Master 
or other officer, or constitute a receiver of the rents of such property, the Collector of 
the district should be appointed to that office ; and besides being answerable to the 
Supreme Court, he should likewise be subject to the local tribunals, in the same way as he 
would be if ordered to attach an estate by any of the Adawluts. * If thought advisable, 
the appeal may in such cases lie to the Supreme Court; for of the appellate jurisdiction of 
that Court, whether over Judges or Magistrates, or of the exercise of its powers in 
^controlling and directing the European officers of Government, there is not, I think, any 
reasonable ground for jealousy^ For one, at least, 1 should be glad to see their audio- 


Cburte, tmbtt Omy etm j»rove an authority from the If tlicy cannot shew a proper authority for what they have 
MaiUr, done, they will of course be liable to your Court*! decibion 

Steettell. againat them : but if an authority from Mr. Lewin should 
Sift Dec* 1819. appear, I think the application should be against him in the 

Supremo Court. 

* Though managing the estate, he might, of course, if thought necocessary, account for and remit the rents to 
the Master, or any Receiver appointed by the Court. 
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# COUNCILS, fiiy in 8uch 00868 moro frequently and extensively broiigbt into action, though I might 
add the condition, that their process should be made simpler and less expensive; and 
Mr. Mackenzie’s I have little doubt that our judicial tribunals might be very much improved by placing the 
Note. Supreme Court at their headj under laws which should combine the whole into one 
tiarmonious system. 

In cases in which the Supreme Court may actually give possession to any individual,' 
all that seems to be necessary is, that in respect to all suits by or against persons, other 
than the party against whom the process of that Court may have issued, or the agents or 
assignees of such party, the individual put in possession shall stand on the same footing 
as if he had acquired possession by a decree of the Adawliit ; barring, of course, any 
questions touching the force of the Supreme Court’s judgment or order in respect to the 
j^mrties named in their writ. 

The defect of the provision contained, in the 107th section of the 53d of the late King, 
c. 155, Avhich appears to have been held not to permit one British-bom subject to be 
impleaded by another in the Country Courts, and under which it seems to be doubtful 
whetlier an executor is subject to the jurisdiction of these Courts, except for his own con- 
tracts, ought to be amended. 

As to pu&sible collision between the Courts in cases in which they have concurrent juris- 
diction, 1 do not think the danger of serious evil is very great. Still it docs seem to be 
a source of inconvenience that should be shut. But this can apparently be effected only 
in one of two w'ays. Either the Supreme Court sliould (which will never be) cease to 
have jurisdiction over immovable property in tlie interior, or, instead of standing, as it 
now does, alone, it must bo made part of the general scheme for the administration of 
the judicial business of the country. 

How the last alternative is best to be carried into effect, it would be impertinent in me 
*to attempt to decide. My thoughts on the subject must necessarily bo vague and little 
worth. But it may help to an understanding of the thing if I briefly put tlie cases that 
have occurred to me. 

It has happened that opposite decisions have been passed by the Supreme Court and 
by the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, regarding diflerent portions of the same estate on 
grounds equally applicable to all. In the case I have immediately in view there was no 
collision, and it happened that the value of the thing in contest was such as to give an 
appeal from the judgment of both Courts to the King in Council. Even in such a case, 
however, it is rather discreditable, considering especially the fearful delay that seems to 
attend appeals to England, to have the highest tribunals of the country placed in such a 
predicament. The strength of our Government resting so much on our real or supposed 
concord, nothing is more to be deprecated than even the appcaraiico of dissension. And 
it should be observed, that the circumstance of there being an appeal to England was 
accidental. 

1 see a case mentioned, in which a British subject. A., having got possession of part of 
an estate, while a native, B., had seized the rest ; the former was impleaded by the latter 
in {he Supreme Court, the latter by the former in the Zillah Court, eadi in his own 
forum, without any assurance of consistency of decision. 

The next case that occurs to me was that of a person holding possession under a decree 

of 
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of the Zillah Court being ousted by an order of the Supreme Court passed ex parte ; the 
possessor having failed to appear and plead the decree under which he held. 

We lately saw a case in which a native of rank would, but for the illegal interference 
of the local officers, have been dragged nearly a thousand miles down to Calcutta, to 
contest a demand of an inconsiderable sum of money, which, if due, could easily have 
been recovered on the spot, and for which security ten times over would readily have 
been given. 

The jurisdiction asserted by the Bombay Court appears to leave little exempt from it. 

It seems to be somewhat questionable whether false swearing in the Sadder Dewaniiy 
and Nizamut Adawlut would be punishable as perjury by the Supreme Court ; and it 
seems to be clear that oaths are frequently taken judicially, and on the most material 
points at issue, which would not be punished. 

The power given to the Sudder Court of enforcing process within the limits of Calcutta 
has, in numerous cases, been found to be insufficient. 

The criminal jurisdiction of the Country Courts over British subjects being confined to 
cases of assault and trespass, is manifestly inadequate to the exigencies that must arise 
under an extended resort of British subjects to the interior, to say nothing of difficulties 
arising out of the mere wording of the provisions applicable to the case. 

In the distant provinces many offences indeed must remain unpunished, rather than the 
offenders, the complainants, and the witnesses, be transmitted many hundred miles to an 
uncongenial climate ; and Justices of the Peace, who as zillah or city Magistrates exer- 
cise all their powers under the control of the Circuit Judges, are, in that capacity, freed 
from any control but that of the Supreme Court. 

Now, as to persons, supposing the Supreme Court to retain its original cognizance of 
all suits now cognizable by it, would it not be practicable to define its jurisdiction by a 
system of registry, partly imperative, partly optional, so that every one should know pre- 
cisely whether he stood in that predicament ; and tliat the Judges and officers of the 
Supreme Court might likewise know whether their writs could properly be issued against 
the parties named in them ? 

If this cannot be done, may not otir Mofussil Courts be most advantageously employed 
by the Supreme Court as Commissioners of Inquiry awl Mesne Process and Execution, 
with the power of investigating the facts necessary to determine the point (it would be 
no serious evil if now and tlicn the jurisdiction were disallowed erroneously), and witli 
authority to take bail, and to do all that is necessary to insure an appearance, and the 
execution of the ultimate decree ? 

To a native, ignorant of our ways, filled possibly witli groundless terrors of a strange 
tribunal (let us not flatter ourselves that there is no reason for so general a dread), justly 
alarmed at the prospect of being transported to a country of which tlje people are 
hateful, the climate noxious, the food unwholesome, the very water tainted (so Bengal 
presents itself to many of the inhabitants of Hindoostan), it is no small evil that 
the question of jurisdiction cannot be determined by some such process, and that he is 
liable to be suddenly called to answer in a distant tribunal, of whose existence he may 
then first have beard, and whose process is full of mystery and affright. Might not the 
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^ COUNCILS, Magistrate of each city or zillah be the Sheriff of the same, with enlarged powers and 
discretion, if we must have a Sheriff? 

Mr, Mackenzie’s Without some such scheme, it seems to be impossible but that natives must be fre- 

Notc. queiitly surprised, and the process of the Supreme Court may, through the chicanery of 

the Bengalese, be rendered a source of intolerable oppression. 

It seems to me, that in all cases wherein the party impleaded may not be an European- 
born British subject ora settled resident of Calcutta (these classes could easily be defined), 
the question of jurisdiction sliould be taken up by the Court without any pleading of the 
party ; he being, of course, still at liberty to plead that process should not issue out of 
Calcutta, unless the plaintiff’s evidence (supposing it not to be contradicted) establish 
the fact, and that when issued it should be directed to the Judge or Magistrate of the 
district empowered as above to take security under the directions of the Supreme Court. 

(H.) In suits for land, all process should, I think, be served through the local Courts, who 

might, perhaps with advantage, be required to make a return of any decrees or orders 
that might have been passed relative to the property in contest, touching either the com- 
plainant or defendant. Nothing is to bo watched so jealously as ex jjnrte decisions ; for 
it seems to be certain, that in this country it will never do for Justice blindly to hold the 
scales, in the confidence that each party will throw into them every thing that can weigh 
in his favour. 

Such a principle may be safe and wise in England, because we have there freedom and 
knowledge, community of language, publicity of proceedings, the fellowship of man with 
man, the thousand social ties that link a population accustomed to self-government, and 
knit together by the institutions through which the work of government is done ; but if 
laws written in monkish Latin or barbarous French were administered to Saxon serfs by 
their Norman conquerors, nay, where an English Court is carried among Highlanders, or 
Irishmen, Judges must, I apprehend, have all their eyes about them, unless they be con- 
tent that the fonns of law shall cover the most shocking injustice. 

(I.) In cases where there is a concurrent jurisdiction, w'ould it be impossible or difficult to 

constitute a special Court or Chamber for the final decision of them, subject, if thought 
proper, to an appeal to England? Might not two Siidder Judges be in such case asso- 
ciated with the Supreme Court? or might the Cliief Justice and one of the Puisne 
Judges of that Court, with a single Judge of the Sudder, constitute a suitable tribunal, 
using in all cases, at least as extensively as possible, the District Court for the first trial 
of the points at issue ? 

We should thus apparently guard against collision and contradiction ; we should unite 
the local knowledge of our service with the legal wisdom of the King’s Judges. The 
latter might gain something in the way of information ; the former could not fail to derive 
much valuable instruction. 

(K.) As to the punishment of offences committed by British subjects in the interior of the 

country, the main difficulty probably would be the reluctance of our countrymen here 
and at home to give up the privilege of trial by jury. It would not however, I imagine, 
be very difficult to constitute a Jury, say of four or five persons, at each of the principal 
towns (Meerut, Dchli, Agra, Furruckabad, Bareilly, Allahabad, Benares, Patna, Moor- 

shedabad. 
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✓ shedabad, Dacca, Chittagotig), and three Judges or Justices of the Peace might assemble councils, 
to hold the Sessions. 

To that Sessions there might lie an appeal from sentences passed by single Justices of Mr. Mackenzie's 
Peace, and in the most serious cases there might bo an appeal from the Sessions to the Note. 

Supreme Court ; that Courts with or without a Jury, to be vested with the power of con- 
hrniingor reversing convictions, and in the case of acipiittals, of annulling the proceeding 
of the Sessions; and cither ordering a new trial, or <lirccting the parties to be sent for trial 
to Calcutta. 

I suppose there would be little difficulty in obtaining from Parliament authority for the 
Governor- General in Council, with the concurrence of the Supreme Court, to make the 
necessary provisions for the enforcement of the process of all our Courts in (.’nlcutta or 
elsewhere, and for enabling all Boards and Commissions acting judicially under tlie 
warrant of the Governinent, in cases within their competence, to restrain contempts by 
moderate fines, and to bring to pnnislinicnt, by indictment in the Supreme Court, persons 
guilty of swearing falsely before them to matters essential to the issue of tlie cases so 
investigated by them. 

Whether Parliament would consent to give to Government a general power of legis- (L.) 

latioii, is more doubtful ; yet assuredly it is a little unreasonable that the Government 
should possess and exercise so large a power of legislating for many millions of natives 
(1 do not deny that the function is somewhat too easily exercised) , and that so much 
difficulty should exist in providing the laws necessary for the small number of British- 
born subjects resident in India, and the comparatively limited population of Calcutta. 

It would not, I think, be difficult to constitute a suitable legislative council, if it be 
not thought right to give the power to Govorimieiit. A veto, I suppose, will at once be 
allowed to the Governor- General. In such a council the Judges of the Supreme Court 
ought surely to take part ; for their co-operation w'^ould in riiaiiy respects be eminently 
useful ; and it doc.s not appear to me that any of the reasons which may bo urged 
against the union of judicial and legislative powem, possess much force under the actual 
circumstances of this country. 

But I liavo already written more than enough iu a paper, of which the object is to 
bring out tlie points requiring to be settled, rather than to attempt to describe the means 
of settling them. I shall only therefore observe generally, that the number ^ and nature of 

questions 


* See CBpecially Coircspondcnce regarding the Mutiny Act, the Navigation Laws, the Slave Trade Act, the 
Revenue Powera of Government, Uie Marriage Act, and I might, I believe, say every Act rehitiiig to the 
country. 

The following points requiring to be settled occur to me, in addition to what I have Bl>ove slated ; many others 
might, I imagine, be added : — Relation of the Government to the foreign Settlements in peace, or when captured 
in war; Law of Inheritance for country-born Ciiristians of various parentage; Modification of Hindoo and Moslem 
Laws, as applicable to Calcutta; Recovery of small Debts from European British kubjccts living in the Mofussil, 
within ten miles of Calcutta ; Nature of the interest possessed by British subjects in various kinds of immovable 
property ; Administration to Estates of Hindoos and Moslems residing in Calcutta; Execution of decrees passed 
by the Country Courts, and of Process generally within Calcutta; Exoinpliacation of ditto; Enforcement of 
Security Bonds and the like, given by British-born subjects in suits before the Country Courts ; Examination of 
Witnesses at a distance, on the principles of 13 Geo. III., c. 63, s. 40, &c. ; 24 Geo. III., c. 25, s. 78 . 
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questions which have arisen out of the parliamentary provisions relating to this country, 
and the doubts and difficulties which have practically embarrassed the Government, are 
such as appear conclusively to show the necessity of there being vested in « some local 
authority legislative powers similar to those enjoyed in many of the Colonies. In truth, 
perhaps no appeal to facts can in such a case be necessary. It is enough to observe, that 
even in cases in which Parliament legislates with the fullest information, almost every 
new provision induces the necessity of some fresh enactment to amend or explain, to 
admit, that in relation to this country it must generally proceed on very imperfect infor- 
matfon, and to recollect the distance and delay that impede the correction of what is 
wrong, or the explanation of what is doubtful. 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie. 


No. 11. 

NOTE by Mr. W, H. Macnaghten ; dated 9 April 1829. 

I HAVE road with much attention Mr. Mackenzie's Minute relative to the jurisdiction 
of the King's and Company's Courts. The question now under the consideration of 
Government originated, I believe, in the appointment by the Supreme Court of a Receiver 
to a portion of an estate situated in Nuddea, and other districts, which portion had been 
decreed by that authority to bo the property of two individuals, one of whom is a minor. 
The Receiver so appointed was an European British subject ; and the Judge of Nuddea, 
entertaining doubts as to the legality of the appointment, referred the question to the Sud- 
der Dewanny Adawliit, by which Court it was submitted to Government. The Gover- 
nor-General in Council having determined the rule which restricts Europeans from holding 
lands or managing estates in the Mofussil, ought not to be considered applicable to a Re- 
ceiver appointed by the Supremo Court, the original question is set at rest ; but others 
have arisen out of it which have been discussed by Mr. Mackenzie, and which I shall here 
briefly notice. 

In the first place, an apprehension seems to be entertained, that the extension of the 
Supreme Court’s jurisdiction to landed property situated in the Mofussil is calculated to 
have an injurious effect on the Revenue of the State. But how this effect is to be pro- 
duced from such a cause I cannot perceive. Take the case wo have before us. The pro- 
perty under litigation in the Supreme Court we will suppose to have been a joint estate, 
belonging to Ruttench under Paul Chowdry and Premchunder Paul Chowdry. Subse- 
quently to the death of these two individuals, the heirs of one of them attempt to take 
possession of the entire property. ITiey are sued by the heirs of the other in the Supreme 
Court, and the plaintiffs obtain a decree for a six Annah share. The lands of which that 
.six Annah share is to consist are specified in the decree ; and an order is passed, that they 
shall be held by the plaintiffs as a separate estate. In this there is no attempt at inter- 
ference with the fiscal authorities or the revenue dues of Government. The Receiver of 
the Supreme Court, on behalf of those for whom he collects, applies to the proper quarter 
for a registry of the names of the decree holders, with a view to give effect to the provi-* 

sions 
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sioiis of the judgmenL The act of the Court in distributing the parcels of land among the 
co-sharers, neither does nor is intended to affect the clear and indefeasible right of 
Government to realize by the authorized process the rent leviable on the entire estate. 

In the eveftt of any arrears accruing on either of the portions specified in the decree, 
the estate is of course liable to sale ; and this, indeed^ seems to have been actually threat- 
ened with regard to certain parts of the estate situated in the districts of Jessorc and 
Nuddea. The only means by which the Government revenue could be affected, would 
bo by a depreciation of property occasioned by the assignment to one co-sharer of too 
great a portion with reference to the share of Government Revenue contributed by l\im. 
But this evil would soon cure itself. The suffering co-sharer would, it may be supposed, 
not delay long in applying for a butwarra of the estate ; and on a division being made, the 
Collector is authorized and required to assess the parcel divided off with its due share of 
the revenue witli which the whole estate is burthened. If there is any inequality in the 
assessment, tlie fault does not lie witli the Supremo Court. But there might be cases in 
which, from minority or other disqualification, mischief might arise from the least delay 
in the application of the remedy ; for this reason, and because it seems to me a plan in 
itself simple, efficacious and unobjectionable, I think that a rule should be made, that 
whenever the Supreme Court decree a portion of an estate, and actually parcel it off, as 
in the present instance, the division should be looked upon, to all intents and purposes, 
as if it were a butwarra made by the Collector, and that the assessment should be laid 
on the several portions accordingly, 'flic Supreme Court would, I feel convinced, readily 
give the neces.sary instructions to their officer to furnish the Sudder Board with copies of 
all their decrees affecting landed property situated in the Mofussil ; and when a Re- 
ceiver is appointed, he should be required to name the individual or individuals whom he 
may delegate to make the collections. 

The next difficulty started seems to me to exist nowhere but in imagination. It is ap- 
prehended that the individual delegated by the Receiver to collect tlie rents would be 
amenable only to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, But why should this be the 
case? The Supreme Court in appointing a Receiver, never contemplated that his dele- 
gate should be Irge sol utvs,"' or exempt from responsibility to the local authorities. 
Suppose that the parties in whose favour the decree had been passed w ere neither of them 
disqualified, and that the Supreme Court had adjudged possession to them ; in that case 
it would not be pretended, that the judgment was meant to exempt the parties from any 
liabilities to which they were subject before ; neither in this case, by the appointment of a 
Receiver to act for the parties, was anything more contenqdatcd than lhat he should bo 
guided in his proceedings by the same rules as are applicable to the parties themselves. 
The Supreme Court would no more interfere in the one case than in the other. If the 
officers of their Receiver misconduct themselves in the interior, either by commission or 
omission, that Court would unquestionably allow the local law to take its cour.se in the 
same way as if the parties themselves had been put in possession under the decree. 1 
happen to know, tliat very lately, within the jurisdiction of Baraset, several people belong- 
ing to the Receiver’s delegate were seized and put in gaol on a charge of affray ; but the 
Receiver never dreamt of applying to the Supreme Court, nor supposed that the juris- 
diction of Mofussil authorities could for a moment be disputed. Had the Receiver ap- 
pointed 
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GOUNVits, pointed an European British subject to collect the rents^ the case would have been dif- 
ferent. This we may be assured he would never do for his own sake ; and if this were 
Mr. Macnaghten*s done^ the Government would always be able to counteract the evil by refusing a license 
Note. to reside^ in the event of security not being furnished for the performance* of all that is 

required from the land-holders. 

The entire fallacy seems to consist in the supposition that the Supreme Court, in adjudi- 
cating the transfer of propeity situated in the Mofussil, necessarily alters the laws to 
which sucli property is subject, and that, in appointing an officer of their own to receive 
the rents, they necessarily authorize a deviation from the established modes of collection. 
I feel it quite impossible to aigue against this doctrine, or to suggest any remedy for an 
evil the existence of which there is no reason to presume. The question, as far as it 
affects lands held rent-free, seems to me to be equally simple. The Supreme Court does 
not, in any instance, determine the question as to the validity of the tenure. It merely 
goes tlie length of determining, that the right of A, is superior to that of B., without in 
any maimer deciding that there is an indefeasible right in either. Denying as I do the 
mischief, it is hardly requisite to discuss the efficacy of the suggested remedy of appoint- 
ing the several Collectors to the office of Receiver ; but 1 shall merely mention, as one of 
the grand objections to this system, that it would entail the performance of duties in 
their nature frequently conflicting, and that the Collector, in his capacity of a servant of 
the state, might often be called on to act in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the 
individual whose estate is confided to his management; for the Government, I presume, 
would hardly concede to an estate so circumstanced, the privilege of exemption from 
sale, on account of arrears. 

With reference to the defect noticed of the provision contained in the 107th Section of 
the 53d of the late King, c. 155, which has been held not to permit one British-born sub- 
ject to be impleaded by another in the Country Courts, it is sufficient to observe, that 
constructions have been given both ways by successive Advocate Generals, though it is 
certainly desirable that the law should be settled in one way or the other. There is little 
danger, I think, to be apprehended from collision between the King’s and C*ompany*s 
Courts, in cases in which they have concurrent jurisdiction. The Company’s Courts 
would bo prohibited by our regulations from hearing a suit which had already been deter- 
mined by a competent authority, as the Supreme Court must be admitted to be ; and in 
deference to an established and well-known maxim of jurisprudence, the Supreme Court 
would regard as res judicata a matter which had been determined by one of the Com- 
pany’s Courts. Where concurrent jurisdictions exist, there must always be danger of 
conflicting judgments. To limit the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to the area com- 
prised within the Mahratta Ditch, would certainly be a royal road to simplicity ; but I 
do not think that this specific would be either very consonant to the inclination of the 
Judges of that Court, or just to the claims of its suitors. It would hardly be equitable 
to allow a man to enter into all kinds of commercial engagemexits^ and to exempt his 
property from the liability to which he has subjected it, simply because it does not 
happen to be in the very spot where the contract may have been entered into. In truth, 
it is very difficult in any country where there is a multiplicity of jurisdictions to prevent 
their clashing. In Mr. Brougham’s Speech on the present State of the Law in England, 

there 
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there is an amusing and instructive account of the conflict of the King's Bench and Com- councils. 

mon PleaSj and of the competition of the three Courts. If the Supremo Court of Judi- 

cature in this country grasps at jurisdiction^ it is not singular in its propensity. Mr. Macnaghten’s 

The Sudder Dewanny Adawlut has lately consulted the Advocate General as to their Note, 

power of punishing for contempt an European^ who sent into the Court a libel on the 
Judges, the offence being of course committed in Calcutta. His reply has not yet been 
received ; but should it be in the affirmative^ I believe the Court have it in contemplation 
to suggest the enactment of a regulation, extending their powers of punishment in such 
cases ; for though the existing penalties are sufficient perhaps to deter natives from the 
commission of this offence, yet they are clearly insufficient to restrain the wealthy and 
litigious European from attempting to browbeat and insult the Judges, whose decisions 
may not be exactly conformable to his cupidity. 1 am not aware that in any other 
respect the powers given to the Sudder Court by Act of Parliament for enforcing their 
process are inadequate. Mr. Mackenzie seems to think that false swearing in the Sudder 
Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut would not bo punishable as perjury by the Supreme 
Court. 1 do not know on what this opinion may be founded, but a former Advocate 
General, Mr. R. Smith, distinctly declared in a communication to this Court, dated the 
2d January 1812, that the otfence in question would be so punishable. 

To establish a system of registry for persons subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, on the principle suggested by Mr. Mackenzie, would, I think, be extremely diffi- 
cult. Every man must necessarily be entitled to plead in bar of the jurisdiction. It 
would be unjust, nay intolerable, to deprive a party sued of this right, because he had 
been registered on a summary and ex parte inquiry ; and if this were not done, what 
would be the use of the registry ? 

The objections to employing our local judicial officers in aid of the process of the 
Supreme Court, as it is at present constituted, appear to me quite insurmountable. In 
the first place, they positively want the leisure ; and, in the second place, from their igno- 
rance of technicalities, they would be perpetually committing blunders, and involving 
themselves and the Government in embarrassment and confusion. To meet the existing 
difficulties, it appears to me, that no unobjectionable scheme can ever be devised, so long 
as the Mofussil Courts are subject to one authority, and the Court at the Presidency to 
another. Were India transferred to the Crown, the simplest plan apparently w^ould be 
to take away from the Supreme Court all native jurisdiction, confining them to cases in 
which Europeans are concerned, and giving to the present Sudder Adawlut, under the 
designation of the Supreme Native Court, exclusive jurisdiction in cases concerning 
natives, whether in or out of Calcutta. The consideration of this, however, and of the 
other points adverted to at tlie conclusion of Mr. Mackenzie’s Paper, would require 
infinitely more leisure than I can at present devote to the task. I therefore return all the 
documents, with these hurried observations, as I despair of being able to oiFer, within a 
moderate period, any suggestions calculated to be conducive to practical utility. 

April 9, 1829, (Signed) W. H. Macnaohten. 
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No. 12. 

NOTE by Mr. J. W. Hogg; dated 17 May 1829. 

I DO not find among these papers any representation of any Collector or Zillah Judge, 
stating any evil that has actually arisen from the appointment by the Supreme Court of 
a Receiver of the rents of lands in the interior. 

That power has been exercised by the Court for a period of forty years and upwards, 
and it seems strange that no causes of loss to the public revenue or injury to private 
individuals have been adduced. I myself have a pretty accurate knowledge of the 
proceedings of the Supreme Court for the last thirteen years. During all that time the 
Receiver has had under his charge various lands in the Mofussil ; yet, till now, there has 
been no difficulty, embarrassment or complaint. 

And be it remembered, that the attention of Government has not been drawn to the 
subject by any practical inconvenience that has actually been experienced, but by the 
refusal of the Mofussil authorities to recognize the Receiver, or afford him tho usual aid 
in the discharge of his duty ; assigning as their reasons various ills that must inevitably 
result from such a measure, but which have been averted for nearly half a century. 

I confess, that on perusing the papers, the first thing that struck mo was, the absence 
of facts from which arguments could be fairly drawn, or remedies suggested. All is 
speculation ; a host of imaginary perils arc conjured up, which arc difficult to combat, 
because they arc unreal. 

With respect to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over lands in tho Mofussil, it is 
now much too late to agitate that question, except by application to tho Legislatures. 
I can well understand the grounds on which it might have been contended, when the 
Court was first established, that it ought not to exercise any jurisdiction over lands in the 
interior ; and, circumstanced as the country then was, many arguments might have been 
adduced that now are no longer applicable. But when the jurisdiction in certain cases is 
conceded, I am unable to understand how it can be contended that the Court in such 
cases cannot appoint a Receiver, which is only tho exercise of a power incidental, if not 
essential, to jurisdiction. The Court which can adjudicate as to tho right, title, and 
inheritance to landed property, must, of necessity, have the power to appoint a Receiver 
to collect the rents, and protect the property pending the litigation. 

In India the local Government is now affording increased facilities to Europeans to 
reside and hold lands in the Mofussil. At home, by the late Insolvent Act, the whole 
property of the insolvent is vested in the assignee named by the Court, and no distinction 
is made between a house in Calcutta and a talook in the Mofussil ; and under the provi- 
sions of this Act, extensive estates must often be vested in the assignee, with power not 
only to collect the rents, but to sell the interest of the insolvent. Surely then this is not 
the time to contend that no officer appointed by the Supreme Court ought to be permitted 
to collect the rents of lands in tlie Mofussil, or to urge that such an interference would 
be incompatible with the interests of the Government and the safety of the public. 

The first danger apprehended is, loss to the public revenue. I confess I am wholly 
unable to understand how injury or danger can possibly accrue to the public revenue 
fVom such a cause. 


When 
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When the Court appoints a Receiver^ that officer is empowered to collect the rents 
then due and to accrue due^ in the same manner that the proprietor himself could 
collect them. He is bound to discharge the Government revenue out of such rents^ 
when collected; and if the revenue should not be paid, the lands are as liable to 
sale in the hands of the Receiver, as in the possession of the native proprietor. 
Where then is the danger or difficulty? Is not the payment of the revenue more 
secure, from the very circumstance of the rents being collected by a responsible public 
officer, who is personally liable, and can be summarily puiiislicd for misconduct ? Refer 
to all the cases where Receivers have been appointed, and let me ask if, in any single 
instance, the revenue has been unpaid, or any loss otherwise sustained by Government? 
If the Mofussil authorities will only aid the Receiver in the discharge of his duties, the 
payment of the Revenue will be as certain as if the rents were paid into the Public 
Treasury. 

It does not appear to me that any new regulation need be'franicd. 1 would suggest, 
that when a Receiver is appointed by the Supreme Court, he sJiould be directed to file 
with the Secretary to the Sudder Board an office-copy of the order, or ordering part of 
the decree whereby he is appointed, and wherein the lands and premises are set forth ; 
and the Sudder Board can issue to the local authorities the necessary instructions to 
recognize the appointment of the Receiver, and to atfonl liiiu the usual aid in collecting 
the rents. 

In like manner, as to partitions, lot the same force he given to a partition made by the 
Supreme Court as to one made by the local authorities j and let the parties have a like 
liberty to register their separate shares in their separate names, and to call upon the 
Collector, in the usual form, to allot to each share the proper portion of Govenunent 
revenue. The decretj of the Supreme Court allots and sets out in severalty to each the 
share to which he is entitled, but it in nowise alleets, or can affect, the right of Govern- 
ment to collect the revenue, nor the mode of enforcing j jay men t of it. 

It would be a hardship if, after a family had separated, the share of one should be 
sold for the default of another ; and this has accordingly been provided against by the 
regulation enabling the parties to call on the Collector to apportion tlic Revenue ; and I 
cannot sec why this indulgence (if indulgence it can be termed) should not be conceded 
to the parties where the partition has been made by the decree of the Supreme Court. 

The party wishing to have the decree recognized and acted upon in the Mofussil, might 
be required to file an office-copy of the ordering part of the decree with the Sudder 
Board, who could issue the necessary orders. Indeed, what 1 have suggested is only 
lliat effect should bo given to the decrees of a Court of competent jurisdiction. 

In the Suppeme Court no matter can be litigated that has already been determined by 
any Zillah Judge or Court of competent autliority ; and the decree or judgment of such 
Judge or Court could be pleaded in bar of any suit or proceeding in the Supreme Court 
relative to the same subject matter. 

I have heard it complained, that there is not entire reciprocity in enforcing decrees and 
judgments, and 1 admit the truth of the observation; but this arises from the different 
constitution and powers of the Courts, and docs not depend on the will of the Judges 
that preside. By Charter, the process of the Supreme Court runs through the pro- 
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COUNTS, vinces, and the Court enforces its own decrees and judgments by its own jwooess, in 
the execution of which all local authorities are required to be aiding and assisting. Not 

Mr. Hogg’s so with the Country Courts; their process (except as provided for by statute) cannot 
be executed within Calcutta ; and a party seeking to enforce a Mofussil decree in 
Calcutta, must sue upon that decree, which will be recognized and enforced by the 
Supreme Court. 

I have suggested, that the Receiver should file a copy of the decree or order, whereby 
he is appointed, with the Sudder Board, rather than forward it to the Collector and 
Zillah Judge, because it appears tome to be the course most simple, and the least likely 
to induce collision. If the lands were situated in different districts, the estate would be 
put to great expense, if it were necessary to send a copy of the decree or order to each 
different authority ; and these authorities would probably rather receive their instructions 
from the Sudder Board than from any other quarter. 

I shall now notice the second objection, which, if well founded, would indeed be 
most serious. 

It is supposed that the native managers and mooctears appointed by the Receiver may 
plunder and oppress with impunity, being exempt from the authority of the Mofussil 
Courts, and that the suffering ryots are remediless, unless they undertake a pilgrimage 
to Calcutta, surmounting all the prejudices and braving all the horrors so glowingly 
pourtrayed by my friend Mr. Mackenzie. Every native appointed by the Receiver is as 
amenable to the country Courts for every act of violence or extortion as any individual 
in the districts ; and if the Receiver himself were there, and should so conduct himself, he 
would, in my opinion, be as liable to the authority of the Zillah Magistrate as any other 
European. 

There is a clear and marked distinction between that which is done in virtue of ofiSce, 
and outrage committed under mere colour and pretence of office. It would not be com- 
petent to the Zillah Judge, or Collector, to say to a mooctear duly appointed by the 
Receiver: We shall not recognize you on your authority, or permit you to collect the 

rents.” But it would be competent to the Mofussil authorities to prevent that mooctear 
from exacting more than the ryots were bound to pay, or to punish him for any acts of 
violence or oppression he might conunit. 

[ cannot see how there can be any extortion under such circumstances. If the Ryots 
will not pay, the mooctear must apply to tlie Judge, who will only pronounce his decree 
for the amount actually due. The mooctear cannot receive without the aid of the 
.Mofussil process ; and if he should attempt to take the law into his own hands, he would 
be liable to punishment like any other wrongdoer. 

Lands in the Mofussil, when under the charge of a Receiver, are gcnSrally let on 
farm to natives, who are of course in all respects in the situation of the proprietors, 
entitled to the same remedies, and subject to the same liabilities. In the case which called 
for the present discussion, I, being then Receiver, determined not to let on farm, for 
special reasons. The parties on whose behalf 1 was acting, having been excluded from 
all enjoyment of the joint family property, were unable to afford me any information 
respecting the parcels allotted to them, and I therefore wished to retain the lands under 
my own managementi until I could ascertain their value, and be able to form an opinion 

as 
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- as to the biddings when they were put up to farm. Besides^ I had reason to believe^ that councils, 
if the lands were then put up to farm, the eldest member of the family would himself 
take them in the name of some dependent, for the very purpose of defeating the Mr. Hoggs 

object of the Court in ordering those parcels to be severed from tlie rest of the family Note, 
property. 

Unless some such special reasons compel the Receiver to undertake the trouble of 
managing by his own mooctears, he will, in all cases, let to farm, as most for the 
benefit of those interested, and less troublesome to himself. While I held the office of 
Receiver, I was appointed Coiiunittee of the estate of Juddoonaut Baboo, a lunatic, then 
confined for debt in the great gaol in Calcutta. Ho had large landed estates, but had 
long been greatly embarrassed, and his affairs were in the gi'catest confusion. He had 
let a great part of his own property on puttinee, and had taken many talooksfrom others 
on the same tenure, which much increased the difficulty of pianagemerit. As 1 did not 
know when the man might be restored to reason, I considered it my duty not to farm 
the talooks, but to retain them in my own management, that I might bo able to restore 
them to the proprietor on his recovery; and 1 accordingly collected myself by mooctears. 

I applied to the different Mofussil authorities, particularly in Zillah llooglily, from 
whom I received the most ready and courteous assistance, and was able to discharge my 
duty without any collision or difficulty. 

It is suggested, that by the appointment of a Receiver all the ryots on the estate 
become amenable to the Supreme Court. It is not so ; they are not liable further than 
every native or other person, who opposes the process of ilic Court, is liable to answer 
for the contempt. 

If the Ryots, after knowledge of the order appointing the Receiver, were to pay to 
another, au attachment might issue against them ; but no such process h.as ever issued, 
or been applied for by any Receiver, to my knowledge. I do not think that it would 
answer practically to appoint the Collector the Receiver of the Court for the lands within 
his district. Where the lands were situated in different districts, there would be many 
Receivers, all officers of the C^ourt, and thereby subject to its orders, in a way that would 
necessarily interfere with their public duty. 

I believe 1 have noticed all the dangers and difficulties alleged as likely to accrue 
from the appointment of an officer of the Supreme Court to bo Receiver of the rents of 
lands in the Mofussil, and I have suggested what occurred to me as sufficient to remove 
every real difficulty. I shall now briefly advert to some of the general siigge.stions of 
Mr. Mackenzie ; and I feel I shall find it easier to point out objections to what has been 
proposed, than to originate any thing better myself. 

The liability of any person to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, at any stated 
time, is a mixed question of law and fact, which can only be determined by the Court 
itself. No system of registry could bo of any avail, because there could be no compe- 
tent authority to determine Ae question at the time of registry ; and if then determined 
as to any individual, that same person might be differently circumstanced on the follow- 
ing day, and be either free from past or subject to new liability. 

The liability of any person to the jurisdiction depends upon what is variable, and there- 
fore cannot be measured by any fixed standard. 

7 E 2 
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Mr. Maekeuxie is in error in supposing that the process of the Supreme Court can 
issue against any person without previous inquiry as to his being subject, to the jurisdic-* 
tion. No process can issue against any person^ not even against a British-born subject, 
without an affidavit stating the party to be subject to the jurisdiction, and in what 
manner. 

This is the only precaution that can be taken to avoid an abuse of the process ; and 
the party may afterwards appear, and deny his liability, and that issue will be tried 
before the merits of the case are gone into. 

With reference to an observation in one of the accompanying Papers, I may here say, 
that a native resident in the Mofussil is not subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court by reason of his having land or houses in Calcutta. It is true that the title to 
such property within Calcutta could only be determined by the Supremo Court ; and so 
far, but no farther, can the proprietor be said to be subject to the jurisdiction. For 
example : A.^ a Hindoo, resides at Patna, and has neither a family dwelling-house nor 
house of business in Calcutta ; ho has however land in Calcutta, which is wrongfully 
entered upon, and possessed by il. ; A. must seek liis redress against B. in the Supreme 
Court, and B. may bring a cross suit against A., wlio will be held amenable, and compelled 
to answer as to that subject matter respecting which he himself sues, but not otherwise. 

I think it is to be regretted, that when the Court. was first established, the Judges did 
not frame processes suihible to the country, instead of adopting all the English forms. 
The attention of the present Judges is now directed to this subject, and rules have 
already been framed, and will shortly be published^ that will obviate many of the incon- 
veniences arising from executing the process at a distance from Calcutta. While 
English law and practice prevail in the Supreme Court, 1 fear there would be an insu- 
perable objcxrtion to the plan of referring the whole or any part of the matters in issue to 
the decision of any of the Mofussil Courts. 'Phe Supreme Court must itself hear and 
determine all matters before it, and has no power to delegate any part of tliat authority 
to any other tribunal. Wherever there are Courts of concurrent jurisdiction, there must 
sometimes be conflicting decisions. This may be lamented, but must be submitted to, as 
an evil incident to human frailty throughout the world, and nut peculiar to this country 
or its institutions. 

I think it would be most desirable if the process of the Court could be executed by 
the local authorities, and 1 believe it is so at Madras, beyond a certain distance from 
the Presidency. I fear, however, there would be some difficulty, from the wording of the 
Calcutta Charter, which directs all process to be executed by the SherifiT. The Sheriff 
might appoint any number of deputies, but he would be legally responsible for the acts 
of each ; and the inadvertence of any one of the number might fix him with liability to 
an extent that would deter any one from accepting the office. 

I was not aware that doubts had been entertained, whether a person swearinj^ falsely in 
any judicial proceeding in the Sudder Dewanny could be indicted for perjury in the Su- 
preme Court ; and as the grounds of such doubts are not mentioned, 1 am unable to 
meet them. Some case may probably have been - submitted to the Advocate General, 
where the swearing, though false, did not amount to the legal offence of perjury ; 
hence may have arisen the general doubts: but if the false swearing was wilful, and 

material 
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^material to any matter pending judicially before the Sudder Dcwaimy or Nizamut Adawlut, 
I should think that the offender could be indicted for perjury in the Supreme Court. 

Some legislative provision must soon be made for the trial and punishment of all 
offences and crimes committed by British subjects in the interior^ and at a distance from 
Calcutta. It is almost a denial of justice to require a prosecutor and all his witnesses to 
abandon their houses and callingSi and proceed to Calcutta^ perhaps from the most re- 
mote parts of Hindoostan. The jurisdiction of the Country Courts over British subjects 
in criminal cases is now limited to cases of assault and trespass, and I do not think that 
it will bo extended. Some new tribunal must be constituted, and none seems so conso- 
nant to Gnglish feeling, or so free from all objections, as general sessions (jf the peace, to 
be holden at the principal stations, before two or more Justices of the Peace, with an 
English barrister of experience and standing presiding as Chairman. It would not be ne- 
cessary tliat the jurors should be British subjects, as formerly ; and I do not think that 
there would be any difficulty in assembling a full jury of persons professing the Christian 
religion at any of the stations enumerated by Mr. Mackenzie. 

But these and all other matters relating to India will soon be under the consideration of 
Parliament ; and from the increased attention of late bestowed on Indian aftairs, they 
will, I trust, be maturely considered. I could not venture to obtrude any suggestions of 
my own, without giving tlie subject time and consideration that I have not at iny disposal. 

All who are acquainted with the statutes relating to India must admit, that they are 
framed most loosely, and evince throughout an absence of local knowledge and experi- 
ence ; and all who have resided long in this country must, I think, regret that a general 
power of legislation is not vested in some local Council, that mij^ht be constituted so as 
to exclude all cause for jealousy from any quarter. 

17 May 1829. (Signed) J. VV. Hono. 


No. 13. 

NOTE by Mr, A. Ross. 

(A.) 

It seems tome quite clear, that a decree or order of the Supreme C'ourt, adjiidgino to 
a party a certain share of a joint estate situated out of Calcutta, and assigning specific 
villages or lands as forming that share, and apportioning the public assessment on those 
lands, is inconsistent with our regulations, and cannot be attended to either by the Judi- 
cial or by the Revenue officers of Government.* 

In cases such as that of W oomeschundcr Paul, I conceive the best course for the Su- 
preme Court to pursue would be that which is followed by tlie Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
lut, namely, to adjudge merely the idmre or the specific villages of tlie estate to which 
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• I mean, of counc, that in ao iar aa tbe decree or order affecta tbe public aMesament, the local autberitiea 
cannot attend to it. In every other reapect, I ahould think they auat seopgniae ita validity. 
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the party suing may be considered entitled, and to direct the Collector, in the case of a 
share being adjudged, to assign the lands or villages for that share ; or in the case of 
specific lands being awarded, to apportion the public assessment to be chaiged on those 
lands. The only valid objection to the adoption of this course appears to me to be the 
impracticability of giving effect to the rules prescribed for the partition of estates in a 
reasonable time. But those rules might be much simplified. In the permanently settled 
provinces, where the rental of our estates (generally speaking) much exceeds the public 
assessment, great nicety in making a division is not now necessary to secure the 
interests of Government. All that seems requisite for that purpose is^ that the Collector 
should satisfy himself that no one of the shares into which the estate is divided, is charged 
with a larger proportion of the general jumma than the others, with reference to the 
rental for the time being, as exhibited in the village accounts. If a joint proprietor of an 
estate, desiring a separation of his share, were willing to agree to a butwarra made in 
this manner^ I should think it ought not to be objected to by Government. 1 dare say 
the division of Woomeschunder and Premchunder Paul’s estate was made in this way by 
the commission appointed by the Supreme Court. 

(B.) 

The most simple remedy for the evils mentioned^ would be to make the Receiver ap- 
pointed by the Supreme Court to the management of an estate, and those acting under 
him, amenable in all respects to the laws in force in the district in which the property 
might be situated, with the option of appealing from the decisions and orders of the local 
authorities, either to the Supremo Court or to the Sudder Adawlut. In civil suits in which 
an European is a party, this option of appealing to either of the tribunals mentioned is 
allowed by the Act 53 Geo. 111., cap. 155. 

(C.) 

I am inclined to concur in the opinion that good would result from the Supremo Court 
being vested with the same controlling powers as the Nizamut Adawlut over Magistrates 
and other officers of Government in the provinces ; and I am disposed to think, also, that 
advantage would be derived from giving the Supreme Court an appellate jurisdiction 
in all civil cases in which a party dissatisfied w ith the decision of a Mofussil Court might 
prefer appealing to it, rather than to the Sudder Dewaiiiiy Adawlut ; provided in such 
cases the process of the Court w ere made as simple and as little expensive as that of the 
Sudder Dewamiy and Nizamut Adawlut. At the same time it must bo allowed, that 
there is reason to fear that such an extension of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
while its process continues to be as it now is, unintelligible to any one but & regular-bred 
lawyer, and available to none but persons of wealth, would be productive of injustice, by 
enabling a rich litigant to insure the defeat of a poor one, after the latter had obtained 
justice in the Mofussil. 

(D.) 

If section 107th of the 53 Geo. III. c. 155, does not allow one British-born subject to 
be impleaded by another in the Mofussil Courts, the law ought to be amended. I un- 
derstand, however, that the section of the Act cited, is thought to have been erroneously 
construed ; in which case, if there has been no decision by the Supreme Court confirma- 
tory of the construction now acted upon, it might be advisable to take the opinion of the 

present 
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"preaent Advocate General on the point, with a view to revoking the Circular Order 
issued to the Mofussil Courts, founded on the construction referred to. 

(E.) 

Nothing more would seem to be necessary to make the Supreme Court part of the 
^neral.scheme for the administration of the judicial business of the country, than to give 
it a concurrent appellate jurisdiction, in all matters civil and criminal, with the Sudder 
Dewannyand Nizamut Adawlut. Its jurisdiction, however, in original civil suits, should, 
I conceive, bo confined within the limits of the Mahratta Ditch. To empower it to try 
in the first instance (without the consent of the defendant) suits in which the property 
litigated might be situated in a distant province, would, as I have already observed, open 
a door to injustice and oppression. It would enable a rich man to bring an unjust suit 
against a poor one before a tribunal in which the latter could not defend himself. 

Collision between the two Courts might, perhaps, be guarded against as much as it 
can be, by making it a rule, that an appeal preferred to the one should be a subsequent 
appeal to the other in the same case. 

If it were said, that by adopting this plan of giving to the Supreme Court all the powers 
of the Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut, the latter Courts would be rendered unnecessary, 
I would reply, no ; because the Supreme Court could not get through a tenth part of the 
business to be disposed of, and also because, although it might bo desirable that all per- 
sons in the interior, natives as well as Europeans, should have the option of appealing to 
tliat tribunal, it is most probable, even were its mode of procedure simple and inex* 
pensive, that the great majority of the people would prefer the Sudder Dewanny, on 
account of the greater acquaintance of its Judges with their language, manners and 
customs. 

(H.) 

Whatever alteration in the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court may be adopted, I con- 
ceive it is very desirable that its onlers and processes extending to the Mofussil should be 
executed by the local authorities, in like manner as those of the Sudder Dewanny and 
Nizamut Adawlut are. They urould in this manner be niueh more effectually executed 
than they now are. 

(J.) 

Ill regard to the scheme of constituting a special Court, or Chamber, to consist of one 
or two Judges of the Sudder Adawlut, associated with the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
for the decision of cases in which the two Courts have concurrent jurisdiction, I appre- 
hend a tribunal of such composition ivould not work well. The local experience and 
knowledge of the Sudder Judges would not probably be thought by the Judges of the 
King’s Court sufficient ground on which to form a decision, when local information, as to 
any particular point which it might be necessary to establish, could be obtained by the 
examination of the witnesses. The Judges of the Sudder, therefore, could afford but little 
available aid to the Judges of the Supreme Court, wliile the only effect of the superior 
legal wisdom of the latter would be to dumbfound the common sense of the former. I 
may remark also, that the wisdom which is only to be derived from the study of the laws 
of England, and of the rules of practice of the Courts of that country, is not necessary to 
enable a Judge to administer substantial justice in other countries. On the contrary, I 

have 
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have somewhere seen it observed^ that where a simple and rational code of procedure 
exists, a man of liberal education^ having a knowledge of the science of jurisprudence, 
and a mind disciplined to habits of reflection and combination, would be essenti^ly better 
fitted for the exercise of the judicial functions, than one burthened and trammelled with 
all the legal wisdom and knowledge of Lord Eldon. 

I should fear, therefore, that any attempt to join together in one Court the learned 
wisdom of the King's Judges and Uie unlearned common sense of the Sudder Judges, in 
a way likely to be produ(;tive of advantage, would fail. It would bo much better,! con- 
ceive, to let each work separately, giving appellants the option of submitting their cases 
to whichever of the two they might prefer. 

(K.) 

As a disciple of the Bcntham school of jurisprudence, I cannot but object to the pro- 
posed mode of providing for the puiiishnient of British subjects in the interior of the 
country. The difliciihy and inconvenience which would attend the assembling of three 
Justices of the Peace to hold a sessions, where there are so few of those functionaries, is 
alone a great objection to the plan; and that objection derives tenfold force from the 
consideration that one Justice or Magistrate (if qualified) holding a session would get 
through the busuiess to be disposed of both (quicker and better than three or any greater 
number sitting together could do. 1 would prefer making British subjects choosing to 
reside in the interior amenable, for oflences not amounting to felony, to the ordinary 
local criminal Courts, with the right of appealing from their sentence either to the Su- 
preme Court or to the Nizamut Adawliit, both of these Courts being vested with power 
to confirm or annul convictions, and to alter sentences ; and in cases in which the evidence 
appeared unsatisfactory, to order a new' trial in the local CowHbefore a Jury, 

British subjects w ould certainly have reason to complain of being prevented settling in 
the interior by being made amenable to Courts not entitled to their confidence ; but it 
would be otherwise if the local Courts aflbrded requisite socuiity for justice being duly 
administered by them. To Courts aftbrdiiig that security, on whatever model they 
might be formed, British subjects could not more reasonably object than the natives of 
the country ; and if any one did object, he might then be told that he was at liberty to 
quit their jurisdiction if he did not choose to submit to it. 

(L.) 

I should hope Parliament w ould not consent to give the Government in India a general 
power of legislation, without any local check being imposed upon it» A legislative 
council, however, formed on right principles, appears to be very desirable. One thing 
would be essential, I conceive, to the usefulness of such a council, namely, that the 
number of its members should be large ; for in the making of laws, the wisdom of a 
multitude of counsellors cannot but be advantageous. The Chief Judge of the Supreme 
Court would, I should think, be a useful member of the council ; and as he could there 
exercise only legislative functions, his office being a Judge could hardly be made an ob- 
jection to him. It is only on the bench that a Judge can act judicially^ and it is only there 
that a junction of legislative and judicial functions seems to be possible, 

(Signed) A. Ross. 
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LETTER from W. H. Macnaghten, Esq., Register, Suddcr Dewanny Adawlut, to 
Henry Shakcspear, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department. 

Sir: Fort William, 5 June 1829. 

I am desired by the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut* to request tliatyou submit for 
the consideration and orders of the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council 
the accompanying copy of a Letter, under date the 27th of February last, written by 
their order to the Honourable Company’s Attorney, and of that officer’s Reply and its 
Enclosure, dated the 25th ultimo. 

2. It appearing to be the opinion of the Advocate- General that this Court docs not 
possess tlio power of punishing an European British subject for contempt of Court, and 
its being obviously essential to the maintenance of that respect which is due to judicial 
authority that such power shall be conferred, I am directed to solicit the attention of his 
Lordship in Council to the subject, and to suggestthat such measures may bt' adopted as 
may seem expedient to Government for procuring the enactment of some legislative pni- 
vision to render European British subjects punishable for contempts committed in the 
Company’s Courts, in like manner with other individuals who resort to those tribunals 
for redress. 

3. The Court desire me to add, that the mode of proceeding suggested by the Advo- 
cate-General, namely, preventing a person guilty of contempt from acting as an attorney, 
and removing him from the Court, would not seem to alTord them sufficient protection 
against insult while in the discharge of their official duties. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) W. II. MACNACiiTtN, Register. 
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(Enclosures.) 

LETTER from W\ H. Macnaghteii, Esq., Register Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, to 
R. W. Poe, Esq., Attorney to the Honourable Company. 

Sir : Fort William, 27 February 1829. 

1. I am desired by the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlutt to request that you will Sudder Dewanny 

beg the favour of an opinion from the Advocate- General on the following qiieslion ; Adawlut ^ 

2. By Clause 113 of the 53d George III. c. 155, it has been declared lawful for the 

Court of Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut to execute, or cause to be executed, ^ 

upon all persons subject to their jurisdiction, all manner of lawful process of arrest within 
the limits of tlie town of Calcutta. By the provisions of Regulations XII., 1825, the 

Civil 


• Sudder Dewanny Adawlut.— Present : W. Leycester, Esq., A. Ross, Esq., C. T. Scaly, Esq., R. H. Rat- 
tray, Esq., and M. H. Turnbull, Esq., Judges. 

f Sudder Dewanny Adawlut — Present : W. Leycester, Esq., Chief Judge ; A. Ross, Esq., C. T. Sealy, 
Esq., R. H. Rattray, Esq., M. H. Turnbull, Esq.. Puisne Judges. 

7 F 
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Civil and Criminal Courts are authorized to punish persons guilty of contempt, by ad- 
judging a fine not exceeding two hundred rupees, commutable, if not paid, to imprison- 
ment, not exceeding two months. The Court are desirous of being informed whether, 
under the above provisions, they are authorized to inflict the penalty in question on a 
European British subject, who, acting as attorney in a civil suit, or otherwise coming 
within the Court’s premises, may be guilty of contempt, and if so, in the event of the 
non-payment of the fine, in what gaol the offender should be confined. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. H. Macnaohten, Register. 


LETTER from R. Molloy, Esq., Acting Attorney to the Honourable Company, to 
W. H. Macnaghten, Esq., Register, Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 

Sir ; Fort William, 25 May 1829. 

Company’s Acting Having laid your Letter to the address of Mr. Poe, dated 27th February, and received 
Sudder Dewann March last, before tlie Advocate-General, I now beg leave to forward a copy of 

Adawlut. ^ Opinion on the matter therein contained, received this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Moixov, 

Acting Attorney to the Hon. Company. 


Opinion. 

I DO not think that the Statute 53d Geo. III. applies to the present case. The only 
question is, whether, under the Regulation cited, the Sudder Court is authorized to 
inflict the penalty on an European British subject. Assuredly such person is not 
commonly subject to a Provincial Court, held within any of the chief towns of the three 
Presidencies; and, upon the whole, I am inclined to think that it does not possess the 
power of punishing him for contempt by fine and imprisonment. I presume, however, that 
the Judges may prevent his acting as an attorney in the Court, and if he causes any 
disorder, or interrupts the proceedings, or treats the Judges with insult while in the 
discharge of their duty, they may remove him from the Court. 

' (Signed) John Pearson. 

*’ A true Copy : (Signed) R. Mollot, 

Acting Attorney to the Hon. Company. 

True Copies : (Signed) W. H. Macnaohten, Registrar. 
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COPIES of Opinions as to the Powers of the Mofussil Court to take Cognizance of 
Civil Suits in which both Parties are Europeans. 


Copy of Mr. Minchin's Opinion on Section 107th of .53 Geo. III. 

I HAVE perused the opinion of Messrs. Fergusson and Spankie^ and notwithstanding 
the deference which I should always be inclined to pay these gentlemen, yet I cannot on 
the present occasion assent to the propriety of the construction which has been put by 
them on the 107th Section of the 53d Geo. III. 

By the preamble of the 105th Section, after reciting that British subjects resident in 
India without the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, were by law exempted from 
the jurisdiction of the Company's Courts, to which all other persons, inhabitants of the 
territories, &c. were amenable, it is stated (hat it was expedient to provide more effec- 
tual redress for the native inhabitants, as well in the case of assault committed by British 
subjects at a distance from the Supreme Court, as in eases of civil controversies with 
such British subjects, it enacts, that in cases of assault, &e., committed by a British 
subject on a native, the magistrate of tlie zillah shall take cognizance of the chaige. The 
enactment of this clause, as well as the next, as to debts under fifty rupees, are undoubt- 
edly confined to claims of natives on British subjects. But the 107th section takes a 
much wider scope ; it is not confined to native inhabitants (as is contended by Mr. F.), or 
merely to the civil controversies between natives; but it defines the jurisdiction of the 
Courts in the Mofyssil ; for it enacts, “ That all British siibjects of His Majesty, as 
well Company’s servants as others, who shall reside or carry on trade, &c., or occupy 
** or possess immoveable property at the distance of more than ten miles from the 
Presidency, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of all Courts which now have, or here- 
after may have, cognizance of civil stiits or matt rs of revenue, and in all actioiLs, 
&c., and in all matters of revenue, in the like manner as natives of India are 

“ now liable to the jurisdiction of such Courts,” &c. These very general words, which 

are not confined by any preamble, place all British subjects residing, carrying on trade, 
or possessing immoveable property in the interior more than ten miles from Calcutta, on 
the same footing as natives of India, with respect to the jurisdiction of the Mofussil 
Courts. It is under this clause only that the Company could be enabled to sue a 
British subject for any matter of Revenue ; and I doubt very much whether the Com- 
pany’s law officers would liave ventured to advise the Government that they, as Euro- 
peans, could not maintain their claims against other British subjects in the Mofussil 
Courts, especially when, if so, the Supreme Court being especially precluded from 
interfering in matters of Revenue, a British subject indebted to the Government on 
account of Revenue could not be impleaded at all. This, as it appears to me, is the 

necessary consecjucnce of the argument used on the otlier side, and, in my opinion, 

confutes itself. 
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Copy of Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet's Opinion on the same Subject. 

It appears to me^ after the best consideration which I have boon able to bestow upon 
the Statute 53(1 Geo. III. c. 155, and the Opinions which have been already given on the 
subject, that the Zillah Courts have jurisdiction in civil suits between British subjects in 
the cases provided for by the 107th Section of that Act, 

I certainly think that the preamble, by which the 105th Section is introduced, has 
reference to the 107th Section, as well as to the two preceding Sections, and that the 
words civil controversies” are not satisfied by the provisions of the 106th Section 
only. 

But it frequently happens, that the enacting part of a Statute is extended beyond 
the scope of the preamble j and though the preamble, in a case of doubt, affords a useful 
guide to the intention of the Legislature, it will not be sufficient to restrain the effect of 
an enactment, where the words arc clear, and the intention to embrace a larger field is 
apparent. 

The 105th and 106th Sections are in terms confined to the complaints of natives; but 
in the 107th Section the language is changed, and a much more comprel tensive form of 
expression adopted. 

Before the passing of the 53d Geo. HI. it was competent to a British subject, us plain- 
tiff*, to sue a native in the Zillah Court. 

Th(' 107th Section of the Act now provides, that all British subjects who shall reside, 
carry on trade, or occupy immoveable property at a distance of more than ten miles from 
the Presidency, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of all District Courts, having cogni- 
zance of civil suits on matters of Revenue, in all actions and proceedings of a civil nature, 
and in all matters of Revenue, except as therein excepted, in the like manner a9 natives 
of India and other persons not being British subjects are now liable to the jurisdiction 
of such Courts under the Government Regulation. By the express terms of the enact- 
ment, a British subject is made liable to suit in the Zillah Court in the same manner as a 
native ; and if a British subject could sue a native before the Act, it seems to follow that 
ho limy sue a British subject now. The objection to this construction is, that the whole 
object of these legislative provisions was to give relief to natives only, leaving British 
subjects in the same situation in which they stood before the passing of the Act ; but 
though this may be truly said respecting the matters of the 105th and 106th Sections, 
it is evident that the 107th Section contemplated something more than suits on the com- 
plaints of natives, since British subjects are rendered liable to suit in the Zillah Courts, 
not only in all actions and proceedings of a civil nature, but in all matters of Revenue, 
which cannot, I apprehend, relate to the demands of natives. 

It has been observed, that the appeal to tlie King’s Court of the Presidencies is only 
given to British subjects against whom suits may be brought ; from which an inference is 
drawn, that the clause was not intended to embrace cases where British subjects were 
plaintiffs. But to this it may, I think, be answered, that the British subject plaintiff is 
left in the same^tuatida as he was before the Act. If he sued a native, he must appeal 
to the Court having the regulpu: appellate jurisdiction from the native Courts. 

By the Statute a British subject is made liable to jurisdiction of the Zillah Court in the 

same 
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«ame manner as a native ; tlierefore> a British subject would sue a British subject in 
the'Zillah Court, he must sue him as he would sue a native, and appeal in the same way. 

I can see no reason why such a decided difFerence of expression should liave been 
adopted in the 107th Section from that which had been pursued in the two preceding 
Sections, unless a more extensive effect was intended to be given to the 107th Section. 


Copy of Sir N. Tiinlal’s Opinion on the same Subject. 

1 AOREB in opinion with Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet and Mr. Minchiii, that the 107th 
Section must be considered as applying to the case of a suit in which both plaintiff and 
defendant are British subjects ; first, From the generality of the words in that Section, by 
which British subjects are made subject to the jurisdiction of those Courts, in like manner 
as natives of India ; and it is well known that natives of India were subject to the suits of 
British subjects in those Courts ; secondly. Because they are made liable to all actions 
and proceedings of a civil nature, and in all matters of Revenue, and questions of Revenue 
can oiJy arise between British subjects and the Government ; and thirtlly. Because by the 
I08th Section no British subject shall be allowed to sue any civil action against any person 
whomsoever in these Courts until he shall file a certain certificate, which shows that 
British subjects might maintain the character of plaintiffs, as the former Sc*ctions have 
shown that they might be defendants. 


No. 16. 

LETTER from the Judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta, to the Secretary of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

Sir : Calcutta. 

We beg that you will submit to the Right Honourable the President and Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India the following Statement, with the accompanying 
Papers, 

At the opening of the fourth Sessions of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, in 
the last year, it appeared that four persons, either Hindoos or Mahometans, were in the 
gaol, under commitments by a Justice of the Peace, upon a charge, as to three of fhcni, 
of being guilty of a burglary and larceny in the suburbs of Calcutta ; and as to the 
fourth, of having received the stolen goods after they had been carried by the others into 
the town. These circumstances having been brought by the Clerk of the Crown to the 
notice of the Chief Justice, before whom the Sessions wore to be held, some further 
inquiry was made, and it was learnt that two of the prisoners, at least, were inhabitants 
of Calcutta, and that the case had been before the Provincial Court, which had dis- 
claimed the cognizance of it, and had delivered the prisoners to the police of , Calcutta. 

The practice which has prevailed here has been for the magistrates to commit no 
persons, except such as are alleged to be British subjects,” for trial before the Supremo 
Court, unless the offence has taken place within the limits of Calcutta; but the com- 
mitment 
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mitment in this case having* been made^ the Chief Justice did not see how he could dis- 
charge the prisoners without putting them upon their trial ; and he directed only that the 
indictment of the Clerk of the Crown should state the facts in such manner that any 
objections which the prisoners might be entitled to take should be apparent on the 
record. 

The prisoners were tried and convicted, and the accompanying Papers are an office- 
copy of the record, and a copy of the Chief Justice’s notes. No doubt is entertained of 
the guilt of the parties ; but the questions of law which are involved in the case are so 
important, and it has long been felt to be so desirable to liave them determined, that as 
the prisoners had no counsel, and were not in a condition to prosecute appeal, all the 
Judges of the Court agreed from the first as to the propriety of submitting the case to 
the Board of Commissioners, in order that it might be laid before His Majesty’s Most 
Honourable Privy Council as if it were an appeal, or that His Majesty’s pardon might 
be at once obtained, according to the provisions of the 20th clause of the Letters Patent 
of I77d, if the circumstances should seem to call for it. 

As the record stands, the question seems to be, 1st. Whether when the Supreme Court 
at Calcutta sits as a Court of Oyer and Terminer, its authority to try persons for 
offences committed beyond the limits of the town of Calcutta is restricted to the cases 
of those persons who are intended by the phrase British subjects” (as that phrase 
is used ill the Charter of the Court, and in the Statutes relating to India), and to 
persons in the service of the United Company, or of some British subject, or whether the 
authority extends generally to the subjects of His Majesty and to persons who are in 
their service. *2dly. If it extends generally to the subjects, then whether persons not 
of British descent, who are born under the sovereignty of the British Crown in India, 
are included in the term ** subjects,” as it is used in the 13th Geo. Ill* c. 63, s. 14, 
ill the Charter of the Court, s. PJ, in the 26th Geo. III. c. 57> s. 29, and in the 33d 
(Jeo. III. c. 52, s. 66. 3dly, If they are included, whether any other evidence is required 
to raise the presumption of a native prisoner being such subject, than that of his 
having been, at the time of committing the offence, an inhabitant of the British territories 
in India. 

Upon the first point, it is perhaps unnecessary to mention that the terms British 
subjects” and “ subjects of Great Britain, of Us, Our heirs and successors^ &c.,” arc sup- 
posed to have a peculiar signification in the Charters of the three Supreme Courts and in 
the Indian Statutes. Their import has never been precisely defined. It is universally 
admitted, that they, include all persons born within the United Kingdom, or whose fathers 
or paternal grandfathers have been bom there ; and unless the Island of Bombay, by force 
of the Charter of Charles the Second, forms an exception, that they do not include the 
natives of India who are not of British origin. But it is not well understood whether they 
do or do not inc^Iude the s.ubjepts of His Majesty born in the West-Indies, Canada, and 
other British possessions out of India, or illegitimate children born in India of British 
persons, many of whom are.ChHstians, receive their education in England, and on their 
return to Inrlia associat^with the principal classes of British society, and frequently inter- 
marry with British persons. The prevailing opinion is, that these are not British sub-* 
jects,” although ati expression in the 2l8t Geo. III. c. 70, s. 16, seems to justify the suppo- 
sition 
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sition that the Legislature has contemplated both British European subjects and other 
British subjects not European. One of the most cogent instances of its being necessary to 
construe the term British subjects” in some restricted sense, is the 98th clause of the 
33d Geo. III. c. 52, inasmuch as that clause prohibits all those whom the term does 
include from residing at a distance of more than ten miles from the seat of Government, 
unless under special license. Numerous other instances of the peculiar use of the 
expression may be found, especially in the ‘Letters Patent by which the Supreme 
Courts at Madras and Bombay have been constituted (which in many important par- 
ticulars have been varied from the Charter of this Court), and in the 53d Geo. III. 
c. 155, s. 101, 105, 107 , 108. The i3th Geo. III. c. 63, s. 31, and the Charter of the 
Supreme Court at Calcutta, in s. 19, manifestly employed the words in a restricted 
sense ; and it was therein directed that Juries should be formed of British subjects 
and subjects of Great Britain of Us, Our heirs and succssors,” &c. ; but the 13th 
Geo. III. c. 63, s. 14, and the latter part of the 19th clause of the Letters Patent, 
dropped the qualifying term ''British,” and provided that '* subjects” generally sliould 
be liable to be tried for treasons, &c. committed any where within the Bengal Pro- 
vinces, &c. ; and the 26th Geo. III. c. 57, s. 29, makes all "subjects” who arc resident 
in India amenable to the Courts of Oyer and Terminer for any murder or other offence 
committed between Uie Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan ; and the 
33d Geo. III. c. 52, s. 67, in like manner makes the " subjects” generally amenable for 
offences committed in the territories of Native Princes. 

If a construction were to be given to the term " subjects” in these latter instances 
which shuidd confine its meaning to persons of British birth or descent, the Court of 
Oyer and Terminer at this place would be prevented from taking cognizance of any 
crimes which might be committed beyond the limits of Calcutta and the fcictories sub- 
ordinaio thereto, by Ills Majesty’s colonial subjects, or by the half-castes and other 
native Christians of India, or by any persons whatsoever born out of weillock beyond 
the limits of the United Kingdom ; and inasmuch as we apprehend that there might 
even now be some objections against trying the Christian natural-born subjects of llis 
Majesty upon capital charges, especially treason, in the Provincial Courts, where the 
Mahometan law is administered and its forms observed, it would follow', that a large 
class of persons in India might have an immunity from punishment for the highest 
crimes. But when it is further considered, that at the time the Letters Patent of this 
Court w'ere granted in 1774, the Provincial Courts of criminal law were held under 
ofiScers of the Native Princes, and in their names ; and that neither those nor any other 
Provincial Courts of criminal jurisdiction in Bengal had been recognized by the British 
l^egislature, but only the Supreme Court and the Court of Quarter Sessions at Calcutta; 
it seems in the highest degree improbable tliat the Parliament could have meant to have 
excepted any classes of the natural-born Christian subjects of His Majesty, who might 
be resident in Bengal, from a liability to be prosecuted in those two Courts for their 
crimes and misdemeanours. These considerations lead us to conclude, that by the term 
" subjects” in the 19th clause of the Letters Patent of 1774, and in other passages where 
it occurs without the adjunct "British,” the Crown and the Parliament must have meant 
generally the natural-born subjects of the King. 
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2. If this be sOj it is next to be confiddered whether an exception ca n now be made of 
Mahometans and Hindoos, and other Indian natives, or any particular classes of them* 
W e arc aware of the old doctrines of the Common Law respecting infidels, but they have 
scarcely been acted upon since the Reformation ; the Court of King’s Bench woidd not 
avow them in the case of the East-lndla Ccmapany against Sandy s in 1684 ; they were 
rejected and stigmatized by Lord Mansfield in the case of Campbell against Hall, in 1774 ; 
they were utterly irreconcilable with the British system of Government in India, and 
with many of the Statutes on which it is founded ; and it seems to he impossible to 
maintain at present, that their religion makes the Hindoos or Mahometans incapable of 
the character and relation of subjects. A recent statute gives the right and liability to 
sit on juries to all those native inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, who are 
not the subjects of any foreign state. 

The proposition which seems to us to afford the strongest ground for contending that 
the Mahometan and Hindoo and other Indian natives are not generally liable to he 
tried, as subjects of the King, before the Court of Oyer and Terminer, for offences com- 
mitted in the Bengal Provinces, beyond the limits of Calcutta and the factories subor- 
dinate thereto, is that of their being entitled, like Uie inhabitants of other ceded or 
Conquered countries, to the use and privilege of the law which prevailed in each Province 
at tlie time it came under the sovereignty of the British Crown, unless it can be shown 
that subsequently, by some express, positive, and pointed enactment or ordinance, the 
former law has been abrogated, and that, in this view of the case, it is not sufficient to 
show, as to natives, that they, nor even that the class to which they belong, are now 
subject ; but that it ought to be shown that they belong to a class whicli, in 1773-4, was 
intended by the term ** subjects,” as it was used and understood at that time by the 
Parliament. 

Up to and at the period when the present Supreme Court was established by the 
Letters Patent of 1774, which were authorized by an Act of Parliament of the preceding 
year, the Legislature did not explicitly declare tlie Bengal Provinces, nor even ^e settle- 
ment at F ort W illiam, and its dependencies, to be the dominions of the Crown ; and 
although the 13th Geo, III. c. 63, is hardly intelligible, except upon the supposition of 
their being so in substance and reality, yet the Letters Patent of 1774 describe the set- 
tlement at Fort William as a factory,” with other factories dependent upon it ; and 
the rights and powers of the Company and of the British Government in the interjacent 
provinces, are designated by the doubtful terms of territorial acquisition or possesions ; 
which terms have continued in use even to the present time. It is, in tnith, a matter of 
great difiSculty to show with any certainty in what relation it was that the Legislature 
then meant it to ho understood, tliat the Bengal Provinces and the inhabitants of them 
w'erc placed ; and although la^o powers over Hindoos and Mahometans resident within 
Calcutta and the factories dependent on it, and over the subjects^ of His Majesty in 
the territorial acquisitions, an^ other powers extending generally throughout ^vory part 
of Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa,, were given by tlie Letters Patent, and were left un- 
touched by , the 21 st Qeo. Ill.'c. 70, yet it was not made so dear as not to have been 
always matter, of dispute whetlier the Crown or the Legislature then considered that any 
Hindoos or Mahometans, or other mere natives on this side of India, were, properly 

speaking. 
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- speaking, subjects of the King ; neither is it easy to determine, in any case, at what 
periods precisely the dominion of the Mogul and other Indian Princes entirely ter- 
minated, and that of the Crown was established ; but w'C think a fair construction of the 
13th Geo. 111. c. 63, and of the 521st Geo. Ill, c. 70, especially the 19th clause of the 
latter, leads to the conclusion, that even then the L<egislature considered that there were 
native subjects ; and at last the sovereignty of the British Crown over all the territorial 
acquisition was unequivocally asserted in 1813, by the5:kl Geo. III. c. 155. We appre- 
hend that since that time, at least, the British territories in India have been the declared 
dominions of the Crown, and that all persons born therein are His Majesty’s subjects. 

It would seem, therefore, to be necessary to state the law by which the Mahometans 
and Hindoos, and other natives of India, although they may be subjects of the King, yet 
unless they arc in the service of the Company, or of some British subject, are usually 
considered to be exempted from the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court for oflbiices 
committed beyond file limits of C’alcutta. In this way the term '' subjects,” as used 
in the Letters Patents of 1774, comprehended only those classes of persons who were 
plainly recognized as subjects of the Crown at that time ; and it had not then boon 
declared that the Hindoos and Mahometans and other Indian natives were subjects. 
The latter Statutes, which have made use of the same term, with reference to the Letters 
Patent, or to any matters dependent on them, have used it in the same limited sense ; 
and even so late as in the Statute 33 Geo. Ill, and the others which have been before 
mentioned, the wonl subjects” means and comprehends only such classes of persons as 
had been claimed or recognized for subjects in 177*1. 

It would not, perhaps, have occurred to the present Judges of the Supremo Court to 
have laid down this rule of c«nistruction, if they had been called upon to look at lh(‘ 
statutes, without any reference to usage. But it is certain that an usage has prevaijed, of 
proceeding as if that part of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court which belongs to it 
as a Court of Oyer and Terminer, did not extend to the mass of the Indian population 
beyond the limits of Calcutta ; and it is scarcely necessary to observe, that if it did, it 
could not be effectually exercised. Wo should be at a loss, however, to say upon what 
legal grounds any class of the Indian natives could bo considered to be not personally 
liable to the C'oiirt of Oyer and Terminer for crimes committed in any part of the JkMig.il 
Presidency, if it could be shown that they were of any class which in 1774 was manifestly 
and unquestionably subject to the Crown ; and it seems to be, at the least, very doubt f.iJ 
whether natives of Calcutta must not have been so. 

Being, however, impressed with a sense of the obligation and importance of observing 
cautiously every subsisting usage (which is not illegal), vyhere the juris<lictions of two 
distinct and very different systems arc to be experieticed within the same territories, vve 
have anxiously sought for grounds and reasons of law on which the usage which we have 
stated might be supported; and having pointed out tliQ^best and plainest which we are 
,ab}e to find, we are willing to rest upon them, sucli as they afe. 

‘3. If the rule vve have stated bo Uie true one, it woiild seem to be negessary in all 
eases whore a party is indicted for any offence committed beyond the lin^ts of Calcutta, 
to require proof, not only of his being a subject of His Majesty, but of his jSeing of some 
^lass or description of persons who, in 1774> had been recognized as subjects, or of his 
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being in the service of the Company or of some subject ; and inasmuch as in this case 
Utere was no regular and full proof of any of the prisoners being subjects, although two 
of them wore at the time inhabitants of Calcutta, and the others resident in the suburbs, 
we submit to the consideration of the Right Honourable the President and Commissioners, 
the propriety of soliciting for the prisoners His most gracious Majesty’s free pardon, 
according to the provisioiis of the twentieth section of the Letters Patent of 1774, or of 
laying tile case, if it should be thouglit more udviseable, before His Majesty’s most 
honourable Privy C’ouucil. 

From the niaiiuer in which the locality of the oft*ence has been stated in the indictment, 
which contains no averment of the vicinity of Kidderpore to Fort William, it is not, 
perhaps, material to add, that the house in which the burglaiy was committed, though 
beyond the present limits of Calcutta, is innncdiatcly adjoining to them, and was proved 
at the trial to be so, and consequently is witliin I hat district of ten miles round Fort 
William, throughout which the jurisdiction of a*C’oiirt of Oyer and 'renniner was esta- 
bllsluHl by the Letters l\»font of 17^<> (the l‘J Goo, I.) and within which British persons 
haie unrestricted perinis.'»ion to reside. The expression used in the Letters Patent of 
1774, of factories subordinate to Fort William, has now no application, for all the facto- 
ries are merged in doiuiiiion. 

It is, no doubt, needless for us to crave the attention of the Right Honourable the 
President and Commissioners to the painful diiliculties which are connected with the 
unsettled and vague state of the laws under whicli the Ck)iirt has to exercise, in the 
provinces, a jurist lictioii in some cases concurrent, and in others contlicting, with that of 
the Pro\iucial Couits; so that, iii instances of the highest degree of criminality known 
to the law, it may chance to be the intricate question, whether a culprit is amenable to 
this Court or to others ; and with respect to those Christian persons, born or residing in 
the pro\iuce.s, who are not British, according to the interpretation put on that term, 
there are some who maintain the opinicai, that for any offences above the degree of a 
misdemeanour, they arc not amenabie to either jurisdiction; and there are others who 
hold that a man may be amenable only to our Court as a British, whilst his wife, as a 
li.ilf-caste ( hristiun, may be uiueiiable only to the Provincial Courts, or vice versa* 

Wo are sensible that it is no right of ours to make or even to suggest alterations of the 
laws, but to administer them as they are. Wc hope, however, that we have not dene 
more than was called ft^r on this occasion, by adverting to the perplexities which in some 
iiislanres li«i\e arisen out of the present imperfect provisions, and of which the progress ot 
time, tlie general uiidorstaiidiug of the sovereignty of the Crown, the increase of the 
European and native Christian population, and their dispersion through the provinces, 
ha\e a tendency to make a recurrence more frequent. We shall be at all times ready to 
suggest the best remedies that we can think of, if it is desired that we sliould do so ; or in 
any other way in whicli it is possible for us to render assistance in correcting what is 
defective, onr utmost endeavours may be commanded. In the mean time we shall 
continue to do the best we can with the law as it is. 

Wc would gladly have spared the Right Honourable the President and the Com- 
missioners the trouble of taking this case into their consideration, but many circum- 
stances, and some of recent occurrence, appear to us to make it necessary for the due 

administration 
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administration of justice, that the relations in i^hich the native subjects stand should be 
rendered as free from doubt as possible ; and many reasons have satisfied us that this 
cannot be etfected to any good purpose, except by a reference of the matter home. If 
more delay has taken place in the present case than was to be desired, we hope it will 
be attributable to its true cause, the anxiety which we liave felt to state with caution 
the conditions of the important question of which wo seek a resolution. 

The occurrences which have taken place at Bombay, though they have increased our 
anxiety in preparing this statement, are not so connected with the case as to depend 
on the decision of it ; the present question being confined to the jurisdiction iS the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer, and that which has arisen at Bombay, relating, as we apprehend, 
to the powers of the Court there as a Court of King’s Bench. 

We arc, &c. 
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No. 17. 

CORRESPONDENCE with the Nizaniut Adawlut and the Magistrates of the Snhiirbs 
of Calcutta, respecting Khoodabux, Saduttoolahand Challaroo ; marked (A. B. C’. D.) 
(Judicial Department.) 

(A.) — LETTER from H. Shakespear, Esq., Secretary to Government, to W. 11. 
Macnaghten, Esq., Register of the Nizaniut Ailawliit, 

Sm: Council Cliainber, IG June 1.S29. 

I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council to request 
that the C-ourt of Nizamut Adawlut will report the particulars of the case noted in the 
margin,* in which the prisoners were acquitted by the Judge of C’ircuit for the dlvi-sion 
of Calcutta at the gaol delivery of the suburbs of Calcutta for the monthly ses.siun.s of 
June 1828. 

2. It appears from the Form, No. 5,1* which accompanied yonr Letter, dated the loth 

of 


Corrospoinlciu e 
with 

Nizaniut Adawlut 
and Magistrate^ 
of Subiuhs. 


* Khodabuksh, Sadutootlah, Stmllaroo, prisoners! charged with burglary atiil theft, and participating ui tiie 
division of the plundered property. 
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Belvidcre, 11th August 1828. 


(Signed) ItouERT PnowN, Third Judge. 
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of August 1828, that there was no proof against the prisoners, and that the proceedings 
were submitted to the Nizamut Adawlut for their final sentence on another prisoner 
named Ashgur Khansamah. 

The Governor-General in Council desires to know whether any, and what, orders were 
^iven for transferring the above-mentioned prisoners to the custody of the Magistrates of 
the town of Calcutta, as he understands they were afterwards committed to take their 
trial before the Suj)reme Court, and were convicted of the burglary charged against 
them. 

I am, &c. 

(A true Copy:) (Signed) H. Shakespkar, 

Secretary to Government. 


(B.) — LETTER from \V. II. Macnaghten, Esq., Register of the Nizamut Adawlut, to 
Henry Shakospear, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department. 

Siu : Fort William, 26 June 182J. 

I am directed by the Court of Nizamut Adawlut* to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter, dated the 16th iustant, requesting to be made acquainted with the particulars of 
the case of Khoda Buksh and three others, who were charged with burglary and theft, 
and receiving plundered property ; three of whom were acejuitted at the gaol delivery of 
the suburbs of Calcutta for June 1828, and the fourth of whom, namely, Ashghur 
Khansamah, was released by the order of the Nizamut Adawlut, under date the 16th of 
July last. 

2. In reply, I am directed lo submit the accompanying Copy of a Letter of reference 
which accompanied the proceedings sent by the late Third Judge of the Calcutta Court 
of Circuit for the final order of this Court, from which his Lordship in Council will per- 
ceive that the prisoner Ashghur was acquitted of the burglary by the Court below ; and 
with respect to the receipt of plundered property, of which ottence the law-officer of the 
Court of Circuit declared him convicted, a reference was made to this Court on a doubt 
as to the jurisdiction. 

3. On reference to the Persian proceedings, it appears that there was no evidence to 
the actual commission of the burglary against any of the prisoners forthcoming before 
the Court of Circuit ; that suspicious property was found in the house of Khoda Buskh, 
though it turned out to be his own, from the evidence of the witnesses examined. It 
appeared also, from the deposition of one Ahinud Khan, that the prisoners, Ashghur 
and the rest, were seen in the house of Buksh Khoda, in Coliugah, selling the plundered 
property to Mooteram, who borrowed from one Jughohnn the money to pay fur it. 
This Jugmohun deposed to having sent to Moteeram a 100 rupee banknote (No. 2,916) ; 
and a note of the same number was deposited by Ashghur with one Chedam Dutt, as 
appeared from the evidence of the said Chedam. This circumstance, together with tiie 

fact 

• Nizamut Adawlut. — Present: -W. Leyccster, Esq, A. Ross, Esq., C. T. Seally, Esq., R. H. Uattiay^ 
and M. H. Turnbull, Esq., Judges. 
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fact of the plundered property being found in the house of Moteeram, was held sufficient 
to bring home the criminal receipt and disposal of the property to Ashghur. 

4. I am directed to add, with reference to the last paragraph of your Letter, that tlie 
Court did not issue any orders for transferring the prisoners to the custody of the 
Magistrates of the town of Calcutta, the whole of tliem having been acquitted of the 
burglary by a competent authority ; and the case of Ashghur, as involving the charge of 
participating in plundered property, having been referred solely on the question of juris- 
diction. This point having been determined in favour of the prisoner, and the Judges by 
whom the case was revised considering that all the proceedings held in regard to Ashghur 
were null and void, they were of opinion that ho was entitled to liis release, which was 
ordered accordingly, without reference to the guilt or innocence of the prisoner ; which 
question was not entered into by the Nizamut Adawlut. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) VV. H. Macnagiitkn, Register. 
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LET'rER from R. Brown, Esq., Third Judge of the Calcutta Court of Circuit, to 
W. 11. Macnaghten, Esq., Register of the Nizamut Adawlut, Fort William. 

Sill : Belvidere, 2d July 1820. 

I have the honour to transmit, for the consideration of the Nizamut Adawlut, the trial 
noted in the margin.* 

2. The prisoner Asghur was committed for trial, along with three othew, who had 
been released, as an accomplice in a burglary committed within the suburbs of Calcutta, 
and for participating in the division of tlic plundered property. 

3. I concur in the futwa of the Kazeo of this Court, which acquits him of the bur- 
glary, and convicts him of having had stolen property in his possession, knowing it to be 
stolen; but as the evidence proved his possession of the property at Colinga, witliin the 
limits of the town of Calcutta only, and not at any place within the jurisdiction of this 
Court ; I do not think myself competont to pass sentence, and tlierefure transmit the 
proceedings for the orders of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

4. I beg to remark, that Moteeram Zurgur, to whom the property was sold, and in 
whoso house at Colinga it was found, was not committed, on the ground of his nut 
being liable to be tried out of Calcutta. He asserted before the I^Iogistrate, that the 
property w'as his owm, and named witnesses to prove that assertion, whose esaniinatioii 
would have rendered the evidence respecting Asghur more complete ; but I did not tliink 
it necessary to postpone the trial for their attendance, being perfectly satislied that this 
Court had no jurisdiction in the case. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. Brown, Third Judge. 

A true Copy: 

(Signed) W. H. Macnaghten, Register. 

• Csleutta Court of Circuit— Suburbs of Calcutta, Trial, No- 1, of the Calendar of the Monthly Sessions of 
June 1828. Bebee Hot, aliat Muss. Barmoo, versus Asghur Khansamali.— Charge : Burglary and Theft, and 
liarticipating in the division of the plundered property. 
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(C.) — LETTER from IT. SShakcspear^ Esq., Secretary to Government, to the Acting 
Magistrate of the Suburbs of Calcutta. 

Sir: Council Chamber, 7th July 1829. 

At the June Sessions of 1828, three prisoners, noted in the margin,* were tried and 
acquitted by the Third Judge of the Calcutta Provincial Court; and the proceedings in 
regard to a fourth prisoner, named Ashgur Khansamah, were referred for the final sen- 
tence of the Nizamut Adawlut, by which Court ho was released on the Itithof July last. 

2. As it appears that the prisoners were afterwards tried before the Supreme Court, I 
am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council to desire you 
will rqiort whetlier the prisoners were transferred to the custody of the Magistrates of 
Calcutta, and if so, by what authority and upon what grounds. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) II. Siiake.spear, 

Secretary to Government. 


(D.)— LETTER from J. Thomason, Esq., to Henry Shakespear, Esq., Secretary to 
Government, Judicial Department, Fort William. 

Fouz^ Adawlut, Suburbs of Calcutta, 
Sir: 13 July 1829. 

In reply to your Letter to my address, dated the 7th instant, I have the honour to 
report the following particulars: — ^The three prisoners, Khiidabuksh, Sadutoollah, and 
Challaroo, were released, agreeably to the Circuit Judge’s orders, on July 5th, and 
Asligur Khansamah on July 31st, in compliance with the orders of the Nizamut Adaw- 
lut, On their release they were sent by the Magistrate to tlie Calcutta police, that 
investigation might be made into their character, as they were inhabitants of the town. 
The Magistrate also conceived that their presence would be necessary in the trial of 
Mootce Ram, who had previously been sent to the police for the investigation of a crime 
which ho was accused of having committed within the precincts of the town. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Thomason, 

OiHciating Magistrate. 


No. 18. 


Mr. Fullerton’s 
Memorandum on 
Recorder’s Court 
at Singapore. 


MEMORANDUM on the Recorder’s Court at Singapore, Malacca, and Prince of 
Wales’ Island, by Mr. R. Fullerton. 

The revenues of these Settlements generally will bo found much reduced this year, 
the causes of which are as follow's : The Grand Jury at Singapore having made a 
presentment against the Gambling Farm, tliat item ceases of course, and reduces the 

revenue 


* Khodabuksh, Sodatullab, SbalUuroo, charged with buigloiy and theft, and participating in the dlvisioii of the 
plundered property. 
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revenue by 7U200 rupees. The same cause reduces die same item at Malacca 9,598; 
for though the Jury did not present, the Judge in his speech declared it illegal. The 
other farms at Singapore were sold for the year ; but for the principal one, the Opium 
Farm, the biddings have fallen considerably, under the idea eiitorlaiiied by the people, 
that gamingis not worse than smoking opium, and that the farm will be, like the other, 
presented by the Jury in the course of the year. Another inducing cause of reduction is 
the difficulty of punishing breaches of the Farm License. It has hidierto been and is 
done now by the Magistrates, who are civil servanls ; but such is iinder.stood not to be 
strictly legal, and fears are entertained that that mode of proceeiling will be discon- 
tinued. The principal farms at Prince of Wales’ Island have also been sold far under 
their usual amount. The causes are very clear, llie punishinent for breaches of the 
Farm Regulations used to be enforced by simple application and proof before the 
MagUtrates. This has, at Penang, been declared illegal by the pre>.<Mit Recorder. A 
suit ill Court is necessary in every case, and such is the ditliculty, delay and expense of 
such a process, that the renter can hardly resort to it. 8e\era] suits were brought on 
last j'car, under the assistance of the (jovernmeiit Law Agent, in order to establish 
by a decision tlie legality of the tax under Act 5-1 Geo. III. cap. 10.), as being a tax 
existing and in operation at tlie date of the Act; but they all went otf before coming 
to the merits, on some technical informality in the process. I alu.nys anticipated a great 
loss and difficulty in collecting the revenue, as the result of the fir.Nt holding of the C’oiirt 
at Singapore before the professional Judge, because the people were f(U* the first time to 
see a separate and distinct authority from the Goveriimeiit set up, through whom alone 
revenue demands can be enforced. Jii the case of the lauds and grounds, fur example, 
they were all made over to the present occupants, on documents called “ Location 
Tickets,” which declared the laml Jtuhjvvt to auck terms aftd cotiddions rrs here- 

after be imposed. The process going <»ii has therefore been to call on the Location 
Tickets, measure the ground regularly, and then give the perniaiient h'asc. subject to 
a (juit-rent settled with referenetj to situation. Until tliLs process 1ms been gone tlirongh, 
it was not usual for the occupier to pay rent. IJie substitution, however, of tin* 
permanent lease fur the Location Tickets has been going on under the authority of the 
Executive GovernmcMit, and of course the revenue from the quit-ieiits has been gradually 
iucreusiiig. The case is now changed; the liolders of the Location "I'ickets and of 
the lands finding the legal process under the intervention of the UoJirt a previous mea- 
sure, decline receiving the leases and paying rent, and hold on fn'e until compelled by 
law; and wo shall probably have to tile many thousand w rits of ejeclineiil, when tln*re 
would not ha\o otherwise arisen a (piestion of ilotibf. Here again we are to inquire, und«*r 
what rule or law are such questions to be tried!' And this brings me to the explanation 
of the radical cause why revenue cannot bo raised in these eastern countries. On tin* 
continent of India, the (iovernmeiits are invested with legislative power, and that po\M*r 
is exercised in prescribed form, by the enactriient and proiiiulgfition of laws registered in 
the Judicial Department, under the term of Regulations. Tliose Regulations, besides 
providing for the forms of administering’ justice, detine the relative rights oi the Govern- 
ment and the subject, and prescribe the mode under w Jiich those rights are to be infern*d 
on the one part, maintained on the other, by application to local Provincial Courts 

boiiiid 
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bound to act according to those Regulations. The Supreme Courts have no jurisdiction 
in any matters of revenue^ or the collection thereof. In the Revenue Department^ public 
oilicors hold summary powers of enforcing, in the first instance, all demands, whether for 
payment of arrears, ejecting from lands undujy held, leaving the oms proseqnendi on the 
party supposing himself aggrieved, distraint when no arrear is due, or ejectment from lands 
properly belonging to hini. It is only under tlie exercise of the summary process that the 
collection of the Government revenue in India is insured. In these eastern settlements 
the Government has no power of framing those legislative provisions. There does not, 
therefore, exist any distinct and clear definition of relative rights, or prescribed mode of 
enforcing and preserving them. Tliere are no Provincial Courts acting under local law. 
Government possesses no power of enforcing its demands. The Court administering 
justice as a Revenue Court is a King’s Court, framed on the English model, and taking 
the common law of England as its guide. Questions of revenue, therefore, whether 
arising from land or excise, fall to be tried under principles that have no relation or 
resemblance to the local situation of the country and its inhabitants. Before demands 
can he enforced, legal process in all the English forms must be resorted to ; writs of 
ejectment must be sued for; suits entered for arrears; delays, , expenses, doubts and 
dinTicultics arise, that render it easy for the people to evade the payment of all demands, 
and induce the oflicors of Government rather to abandon the demand, small in individual 
cases, though considerable in the aggregate, rather than encounter all the difiSculties and 
go through forms which they cannot understand. Let us suppose, for example's sake, 
that the Supreme Court at Calcutta were at once declared the only Revenue Court ; that 
every arrear of revenue, every question resulting from its collections or the occupation 
of land, wore to be tried there in the first instance, under all its forms ; would it be 
possible to realize the land revenue? Yet this in a small way is exactly our case. 
Singapore, indeed, is of recent acquisition, and the titles hitherto given have been in 
English form ; but even at Singapore there is much land occupied without any title 
whatever; and unless something is dune by regular enactment, possession will make a 
title, as it has done in this island, from the neglect of the local authorities. But bow are 
w'c to regulate decisions at Malacca ? There the sovereign right is one-tenth of the pro- 
duce ; the Dutch made over the right to certain of the inhabitants more than 100 years 
ago. This Government, by way of insuring increase of cultivation and introduction of 
population, redeemed the right. How are we to levy the tenth, if refused ? The land 
tenures at Malacca bear no analogy or resemblance to any English tenure ; yet by such 
they must, in case of doubt, be tried. Regulations adapted to the case have indeed been 
sent to England, but until local legislation is applied, and the mode of administering 
justice better adapted to the circumstances of the place, it seems to me quite useless to 
attempt the realization of any revenue whatever. 

(Signed) R. Fullerton, 

Prince of Wales’ Island, 

18 May 182y. 
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No. 19. 

'LETTER from the Judges of the Supremo Court at Calcutta to the Governor-General _ Judges of 

in Council. &c. &c. &c. , Supreme Court 

to Governor-Gen. 

Garden Reach. Calcutta. 2 October 1829. in Council. 

Right Honourable Lord, and Honourable Sirs : 

The important communication which was made to us by your Letter of the 14th of 
July, and by the numerous papers which accompanied it, has required, up to this time, 
all the attention which, consistently with our duties in the Supreme Court, we have had 
it in our power to give ; and in order that our views might be more fully and freely 
stated, we have thought it best that each of us should state his own separately. If any 
part of them sliould require further explanation or development, we shall be happy to 
receive any additional communications which it may be your pleasure to make ; or, if 
the expression of our concurrence in measures of the Government be desired, we shall be 
at all times willing to stjbmit any representations to the authorities at home which may 
be in accordance with our opinions, as they arc expressed in the documents which 
accompany this Letter. 

We are, &:c. 

Charles Edward Grey. 

John Franks, 

Edward Ryan. 


No. 20. 

MINUTE by Hon. Sir Charles E. Grey; dated 2 October 18*29. 

1. The propriety of submitting to tlie authorities at homo the formation of a Legis- SirC. E. Grey’s 

lativo Council in India, is the main subject on \^hich the Judges are invited to give their Minute, 
opinions by Letter from the Governor- General in Council of the 14th July 1829. At 
present, three distinct powers of legislation are vested by express enactment in the 
Governor-General in Council, and the Governors in Council of the other Presidencies. 

The 13 Geo. III. c. 33, ss. 36. 37 ; the 39 and 40 Geo. III. c. 79, ss. 18, 19 ; and 47 
Oeo. III. sess. 2, c. 68. ss, I, 2, purport to empower the Governor-General and Gover- 
nors in Council, for the good order and civil govcnimciit of the settlement at Fort 
William. Madras, and Bombay respectively, and all places subordinate thereto ; to make 
any regulations not repugnant to the laws of the realm, and to enforce them by reason- 
able fines, forfeitures, and corporal piiiiishiiients : but such regulations arc not valid, 
unless the Supreme Court of the Presidency will register them. An appeal lies against 
them to the King in Council ; and even without appeal, they may be set aside by His 
Majesty, under bis sign manual. The 21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 23, and the 37 Geo. III. 
c. 142, s. 8, the 39 and 40 Goo. III. c. 79, s. 11, and the 47 Geo. III. seas. 2, c. 68. s. 3, 
give a power to the Governor-General in Council, and Governors in Council, which in 
the first statute is limited to the regidatioii of Provincial Courts, with a proviso that 

7 H the 
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the expenses of the suitors shall not be increased. But in the 37 Geo. HI. c. 142. s. 8 , 
the same power is mentioned as a power of makingr '' a regular code,” aiTecting the 
rights, persons and property of the natives and others amenable to the Provinoial 
Courts.* These laws also, I suppose, may be disallowed by his Majesty in Council jt 
but they are not directed to be registered in the Supreme Court, and in practice, 1 
apprehend, are from time to time altered, according to orders from the Court of Direc- 
tors and the Board of Conunissioners for the Affairs of India. Lastly, by the 53 Geo. III. 
c. 155. ss. 98, 99, 100, the Governor-General and Governors in Council in their respec- 
tive Presidencies, with the sanction of the Court of Directors and of the Board of Com- 
missioners, may impose duties and taxes within tlic towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay ; for the enforcing of whi^h taxes, regulations arc to be made by the Governor- 
General and Governors in Council, in the same manner as other regulations are made ; 
whidi manner, as I have shown above, is twofold ; and the statute supplies no further 
directions to the Governor- General and Governors in Council to guide them in their 
choice between the two courses. For the levying of fines and forfeitures for breaches of 
these regulations, the Advocates General of the Company are directed to file informa- 
tions in the Supreme Courts and the Recorder’s Court at Bombay ; but the Recorder’s 
Court has since been abolished ; and in the Letters Patent by which the Supremo Court 
has been substituted in its rootn, it is declared tliat the Court has no jurisdiction in any 
matters of revenue either within or beyond the limits of the town of Bombay. Besides 
those three powers of legislation, a general power of altering the revenue and of imposing 
new taxes has been exercised within the provinces, and is alluded to more tlmn once in 
acts of Parliament ; but as there is no act which expressly confers it, I suppose it rests 
on the grant of the Dewanny, and on those statutes by which general pow ers of Govern- 
ment and of ordering the revenues have been given or continued to the Company for 
limited periods. 

2. These powers cannot be said to be remarkably well defined. The exorcise of one 
of them has been extensive, beyond what seems to have been at first foreseen by the 
Legislature; and it is not that which in 1773 w^as designed to be the only one, which 
has in fact been the most considerable. That which was established by the 13th 
Geo. III. c. ^3, has been almost a barren branch ; and that which was given in 1781 
expressly for the purpose of making limited rules of practice fur Provincial Courts, has 
produced a new and extensive system of laws for a large portion of the human race. 
I do not mention this with any purpose of blame. 1 do not doubt that in most respects 
the results have been beneficial, and perhaps the course which has been pursued could 
not have been avoided ; but it may be doubted whether the Parliament would approve of 
its being infinitely extended exactly in its present direction. That large powers of legis* 
lation must continue to be exercised in India, will scarcely be questioned by any one 
who will look into the many volumes of regulations which have been made by the 
Governor-General in Council in the last five-and-thirty years. What a variety of sub- 
jects 


• See also 30 and 40 Geo. III., 79, 20. (Signed) C. £. 0. 

f If the SI Geo. III., 70, s. 2^, applies to them genendly,' they may not only be disallowed by His Mijssiy 
in Council, but amended. (Signed) C. £. Q. 
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jaets are comprised in them to which it would bare been a hopeless task to have soli- 
cited the attention of the British Parliament! But the question is, to what extent and in 
what manner may a subordinate power of legislation bo best established ? The most 
limited form in which this (piestion presents itself, is, whether it would not be better 
that those regulations, which not only the law, but usage, now requires to be registered 
by the Judges of the Supreme Court, should be passed in a Council at which they or 
some other persons appointed by the Crown or Parliament should assist ; and I have not 
much hesitation in saying that it would be betteri It is desirable to keep the judicial 
branch of Government in a great degree distinct from the legislative ; but the separation 
of these two is not of so much importance as that of the judicial from the executive ; 
and a complete insulation of any one of the three persons is a refinement of guvernniOnt 
which has never yet been attained, probably never will be, and if it were possible, would 
not, perhaps, be beneficial. The King, who is an integral part of the British Legislature, 
can, of himself, in almost any case, take away the effect of a sentence of any Court of 
criminal jurisdiction in England. The House of Lords, which is another integral part 
of the Legislature, is also the highest Court of appellate jurisdiction, and has a capacity 
of original jurisdiction in some criminal cases. By bills of attainder and pains and penal- 
ties, the whole Legislature at times has acted with all the powers of a Court of penal 
Justice, and with some more. The Welsh Judges, the Master of the Rolls, the Masters 
in Chancery, and the Judges of the Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Courts may sit in the 
House of Commons ; the Lord Keeper and all Judges who are Peers sit in the House of 
Lords. The Twelve Judges are called upon to declare the laW in that House, as well 
as ill the three Courts at Westminster ; and they can scarcely so restrict their opinions 
as not to influence in some degree questions of expediency as well as law. I'lie King in 
Council is, for many purposes, both the Legislature and the Appellate Court of Judica- 
ture for several of the Colonies ; and in Canada and Ceylon and New South Wales, and 
at tlie Cape of Good Hope, I believe that Judges are members of Legislative Councils 
constituted under recent acts of Parliament. It seems to me, therefore, that there is 
notliing to prevent the Parliament, if it should think fit, from imposing upon the Judges 
of the Supreme Courts in India the duty of assisting to form the regulations, on the 
legality of which they are even now required to decide before they have any force. For 
the expectation that some inconveniences might bo prevented, and that advantages might 
be obtained by the Judges assisting in this way, many reasons are to be found in the 
lame results of the existing arrangement ; in the questionable legality of some of the 
regulations, and especially in the history of the Stamp Regulation, which must be fresh 
in the recollection of the Government : but I am aware also of certain inconveniences 
which would be poduliarly connected with the introduction of the Judges of the only 
Court in which British law is administered into a Legislative Council, which must of 
necessity be subordinate not only to British legislation, but in many respects to British 
law* Incongruities of relation between the ordinances oP any subordinate Legislature 
and the primary laws of the United Kingdom might be overlooked or misapprehended in 
a Council, even though Judges might belong to it ; and tliese being afterwards ascer- 
tained by the keenness and vehemence of public censure, the Legislative Judges might 
have as Judges to condemn nhat as legislators they had sanctioned or recommended/ In 
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Other instances, where the legality of a regulation miglit be merely doubtful, they wou^ 
be suspected of an inclination to support the work of their own hands. To avoid, at all 
events, the possibility of the Judges being compelled against their will, by a majority in 
the Council, to pass any regulation which might be justly liable to such objections, it 
would seem to be almost necessary that they should retain amongst them that power of 
prevention which they now possess by means of their right to refuse registration. If the 
Supreme (?ourt, "however, were to become a Court of only appellate jurisdiction, tliere 
would be less objection than at present against any Icglislative functions of the Judges. 
Upon the whole, I express my opinion, that it would be better that the Judges should 
assist in Council in passing regulations, than that they should have only, as at present, 
the right of directing or forbidding the registration of them ; but that in some way or 
other they ought, in that case, to retain the power of preventing the Council from 
passing regulations incompatible with the basis of any laws which, as Judges, they might 
afterwards have to administer. 

3. This opinion, inasmuch as it applies only to those regulations which in usage have 
been confined to the town of Calcutta, covers but a small portion of the subject oflTered 
for our consideration Ought there to be in India one or more legislative bodies for all 
India ? What limits ought to be put to the power ! Should it deal with every thing 
which is the subject of law i Should it legislate for all classes of persons ? To what re- 
view should its ordinances be subjected ? Of what persons should it consist ? By whom 
should tliey be appointed ? For what periods of time ? What rights and powers should 
each of them iJossess? 

4. That there must be a power in British India of passing some sort of regulations 
for every part of it, seems to be indisputable. The first and most obvious limit of such 
a power is, that it should not make any ordinance inconsistent with any Act of the Im- 
perial Parliament applying to India. Another is, that the power must not extend to the 
alteration of any part of the unwritten law of the British constitution, on which depend 
the relations of British India or its people with the United Kingdom. It must not in 
any way vary the law of treason, or afi&ct any rights of the Crown or of Parliament, or 
those which may be derived by any foreign state from treaties entered into by them with 
the British Crown. Some other specific limitations would probably cx»ur upon further 
consideration of the subject ; but 1 have no reluctance to declare my opinion, that by & 
general and vague prohibition against enacting any thing repugnant to the laws of the 
realm,” an (ndiaii Legislature must be so embarrassed as to be incapable of acting with 
any good effect. Those words, which are employed in the 13 Geo. UI. c. 63, s. 36, had 
long before been used as limitations of legislative powers granted to Governments in the 
American and West-Indian Colonies ; but in some instances they have been afterwards 
abandoned ; in others they have been disregarded ; and in others they have been produc- 
tive of embarrassment and confusion.* I'hey arc so loose that no two lawyers construe 

them 

• See niack. Comm. 108. Rym«r*i Foodera, xvii. rix. Edward’s Hist, of the West-Indies, vol. iu jp. 381 1 
vol. ili. p. 888. Stoke's Colonial Law, 14, 21, 22, 23, 27, 135 Campbell v. Hall, 20. SL Tr. 240. In the 
American Colonies, the words “ as near as conveniently may be agreeable to the laws and statutes of the XingddDif** 
wers in some instances substituted. Edward's Hbt. of W. I., vol. iU.^04». Stoke’s Colonial Law, 261. 

(Signed) C. E. G. 
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them in the same sense. Some will affirm that any wide difference is a repugnancy ; 
others^ that no two laws which can exist are repugnant to each other ; some, that we may 
not make regulations prater legem ; others^ that they may be made prater, but not 
contra, legem. These points were contested before the Privy Council upon Mr. Buck- 
ingham’s appeal against the Press Regulations; and after the Supreme Court at Calcutta 
and the Privy Council had decided that the regulation at Calcutta was not repugnant to the 
laws of the realm, it was decided that it would be repugnant at Bombay by Sir Eilward 
* West ; than whom there never was a Judge of purer integrity, nor usually of a more 
accurate perception in matters of law. If we const me these words as meaning only an 
incompatibility with some primary law or some statute of the United Kingdom, applying 
to the place in which any new regulation may be proposed, it is not easy to bring within 
the limitation which they would impose, the laws passed in the Aipericaii Plantations and 
in the West-Indies, by which the slavery of negroes was constituted, and C*hristian men 
and women, down to a very recent period, were bought and sold in markets, and were 
either inherited as real estate, or were bequeathed by will as part of the live stock of the 
testator. Yet those laws were not (Jiily permitted to stand, but on several occasions, in 
the course of the eighteenth century, were taken by the British Parliament as the basis of 
additional laws ; and all persons are bound to consider that they were not incompatible 
with the laws of the realm. It has fur some time been known to the Parliament that in 
this country the Government have felt themselves obliged to permit women to burn them- 
selves to death, and others to assist them. It is clear also that no legislation for India 
could at present be applied to tlie Mussulman or Hindoo population williout acknow- 
ledging the usage of polygamy amongst them, and the rights of inheritance resulting from 
it. Other instances might be adduced, but these, perhaps, will be sufficient to show, that 
the duo consistency of Indian law with the law of the United Kingdom cannot be pro- 
vided for by loose and general prohibitions of repugnancy between the two ; but that it 
ought to be secured by specific limitations of the suboniinate legislative power, 

5. It seems to me desirable, that within this Presidency, at least, there should be btit 
one Legislative Council, and that its power of logisiation should extend to all persons as 
well as places. I do not mean that it would be possible at once, or within a given time, 
to subject all persons or places to the same law ; but approaches might be made towards 
that distant end : and in the meantime the troubles produced by different streams of law 
running in adverse directions within the same channels, might be more easily managed 
than at present. The maintaining of British law, and the rights of the British Crown, and 
of Briti^ persons, by«oiie sort of legislation, whether it be in or out of India, and of 
Hindu and Mahomedan institutions and the supposed interests of the Company, and of 
the Hindu and Mahomedan inhabitants of the province by another, only perpetuates the 
confusion and disorder of the system which comprehends these unreconciled elements. 
Rather than that so many sorts of law should continue to work together in the same 
places, I would prefer to see each Presidency divided into two or more districts, in each 
of which there should be a different but a single and uniform system of Regulations A 
district extending fifty or sixty miles round C’alcutta in every direction might be a country 
large enough at present for the permanent residence of any British capitalists or adven- 
turers who might be permitted to establish manufactories, or to superintend any other 
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(K)uNciLs^ speculation or eBtablishment ; yet not so lar^ but that a journey of less ifaaa four^aiici- 
twenty hours would bring a person from its extreme limk to the capital. Within fhis 
Sir C.E. Grey’s circuit might be established for all persons the law which is now administered by the 
Minute. Supreme Court, It is far from being merely English law, and is the only law in Caltiutta 
whether for British persons, Hindus, Mahomedans, or any others. In the bulk of the 
provinces, the Regulations of Government, and that system of law which is administered 
by the Sudder Dewanny and Nisamut Adawluts, might be the sole law of all persons who 
might choose to be the inhabitants thereof ; and in other provinces, if it were necessary, 
some modification of tliis latter system, or martial law, if severe necessity should require it, 
might be established or discontinued by proclamation. I am aware that the firet tliought 
which will strike many persons upon this suggestion will be that of ** the Irish pale;'* 
but from the dilference of the time, place and circumstances, and improved principles of 
Government, I should expect the immediate consequences to be very different. I offer 
the suggestion only as something less inconvenient than the present state of the laws in 
India, and as a temporary expedient ; and if it were to be adopted, it would be necessary 
to provide, by specific Regulations, for the execution within each district of the process of 
the Courts of the other. An active and efficient Legislature, with powders extending over 
all persons and places, would make it unnecessary to resort to any such measure ; but on 
the other hand, it may be doubted whether the present state of things, which 1 believe to 
be unexampled in the history of the world, can last much longer. Throughout the greater 
part of India there are to be found some individuals at least of four distinct classes, each 
of which is supposed to live under a distinct system of law, and to have different rights 
and different duties, but none of them accurately defined. There are persons bom in the 
British Islands, Hindus, Mahomedans, Asiatic Christians, and besides all these, there are 
in many parts, foreigners and subjects of Great Britain, who have been bom neither in 
the British Islands nor in India, as to whom, I believe, there is no one who, consistently 
with usage, can say, witli any just confidence, what law it is which applies to them. 
Hitherto it has been possible to make a shift ; but as the native Christians, British and Colo« 
iiial persons, and foreigners shall increase in numbers and pervade India, a result which must 
gradually take place, matters may be brought to sucli a pass as would scarcely be tolerable, 
6. By every one who is at all acquainted with India, it will be felt at once, that in 
forming a legislative body, all notions for a time, beyond the foresight of man, must be 
excluded of any election by any class of the people, and for the present, of the admission 
of any Indian persons. The utmost which can be expected now is, that a legislative 
council should include persons of the British class, who would fecHt to be their duty and 
inclination to look to the preservation, in their due proportions, of the rights of the 
several bodies politic in whom the sovereignty and powers of Government are v^ted, 
and to the promotion of the common interest of all classes of the people, and of the 
several interests of each, and who might be expected to be able to supply the various 
information which would be required in legislating for such a subject matter, and such 
complicated relations as India and its people present. There might be first the 'Governor- 
General and his Council. Secondly, either the existing or some former Judges of the 
Supreme Courts, or some other English lawyers ; and these ought, not in na^ oiily,‘but 
in reality, to be selected by the Crown. Thirdly, the Bishop of Calcutta, or In his 

absence^ 
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absmoe^ the Archdeacon, unless some of the considerations, which I have before su^- councils. 
^rested, shpuld be thought to be inconsistent with the Bishop’s taking a part in the 
general proceedings of the Council. Fourthly, one or more of the civil servants, learned Sir C. E. Grey's 
in Mahomedan and Hindu Law, and familiarly acquainted with the Government’s Regu- Minute, 
lations, the habits of the Natives, and the institutions through which the provinces are 
govemcKi ; these might be nominated from time to time by the Govemor>Genera1. 

Lastly, it seems to me desirable that the Govemor-Geueral should have a power and 
option of appointing annually one merchant or planter, being a naturahborn subject of the 
King, of substance and respectability, and who slioidd have resided at least five years in India. 

Under tliese arrangements there would probably bo found in every member of the body 
respectable talents and acquirements ; in all (unless it might be some one newly arrived 
in the country) a considerable knowledge of Indian affairs ; but especially in two out of 
the four Members of Council and in the other civil servants, by whom also, and by the 
Judges or English lawyers, sufficient legal information ought to be supplied ; each of the 
others would bring his peculiar store of experience and knowledge. In all there might 
be a tolerably impartial regard to the interests of all classes of persons ; but as the 
Government of India is at present constituted, it might be expected, perhaps, that it 
w^ould be the inclination, and peculiarly in the power of two of the Members of Council 
and of the other civil servants, to watch over the rights and interests of the Hindu and 
Mahomedan population and the East-India Company ; of the Judges or English lawyers 
to guard those of the Crown and of the British population, of which the trading interests 
might be further attended to by a member appointed annually from that class. In 
addition to a general chaigc of Ecclesiastical affairs, and of Christian institutions for the 
promotion of knowledge and religion, the Bishop might be expected to extend his especial 
care to the class of native Christians. The Governor- General would regulate the 
whole ; and ho alone ought to have the power of appointing the meetings of the Council 
for legislative purposes, and certainly ought to have a ** veto but for the reasons 
stated in paragraph 2, it seems to me that the Judges, or other English lawyers appointed 
by the Crown, ought amongst them to possess a similar power, or that of suspending a 
Regulation until the authorities in England could be consulted in cases in which any 
primary law of the United Kingdom should appear to be violated. Indeed, whilst the 
Government of India rests upon its present basis, that of a temporary possession of the 
territories and revenues of the East-India Company, it is neither probable nor desirable 
that the Crown should ever consent that tlie members of a legislative council appointed by 
the Company, should have the power of altering the constitution of the Kitjg’s Courts, in 
opposition to the opinion of the Judges. Whatever may be the use of the Supreme 
Courts in other respects, their existence, whilst the Government of India is moulded in its 
present form, is preservative of the dormant rights of the Crown ; a vast and delicate 
matter which I do not wish to bring into discussion. 

7. The most important, perhaps, of all considerations connected with this subject is 
t hat of the review to which all the acts of such a Legislature ought to be subjected from 
time to time, and of the control to which it ought to be liable at all times. It is an extremely 
inconvenient plan to send the scheme of a law to take two voyages of 14,000 miles each, 
and to be approved of in England before it is to have effect in India ; but it is still worse 
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if it has subsequently to be tendered in India for registration* It might be provided^ that 
every act of an Indian Legislative Council should, witliin one month, be sent to the Court 
of Directors and the Board of Commissioners, and that in the next Session after the 
receipt of it in England it should be laid before Parliament ; and that the Court 
and the Board should have the power of repealing it within one year from the 
time of its having been made, but with a proviso that all persons should be saved harmless 
for any acts done under the Hegiilatioii before notice of its repeal should have been given 
ill some specific manner. But a far more important and beneficial provision would be, 
that the Indian Council should, once in 7, 10, 14, or 20 years, form into one body of 
laws, and submit to Parliament the whole of the existing llegulations, in order that they 
might be sanctioned or amended. It would be desirable also to provide for the universal 
and accurate publication in India of all Regulations as soon as they should be passed ; 
which perhaps would most easily be accomplished by confining to some one printing- 
press the privilege, that only the Regulations printed at that press should be received as 
evidence or taken notice of in the Courts of Justice, to which privilege, conditions for a 
sufficient and proper publication throughout India might be annexed. 

8. As the greater number of the papers which accompanied the letter of the 14th of 
July relate to the constitution and to some of the proceedings of the Supreme Courts of 
Judicature, and many parts of them are written with great misapprehension of the sub- 
ject, and in a tone of complaint, although the Governor- General in Council has not 
required that the Judges should reply to them, I conceive that it must have been desired 
that they should do so ; and I will not pass them over without making an effort to pro- 
duce a clearer understanding of the matter, for which purpose it will not perhaps be 
necessary that I should Extend tny remarks to any other documents than the Minute 
of the 19th February, and that in the Secret Department, dated April 15th, 1829. The 
manner in which the Judges at Calcutta are spoken of, not only in the letter of the 
Governor-General, but in that latter Minute, is in the highest degree gratifying to them ; 
but they are a little at a loss how to separate entirely a part of the complaints which are 
made in the Minute of some of the acts of the Court from an implied censure of those 
by whom the Court is held. The case of William Morton against Mehdy Ali Khan, 
which was tried in the last year, is described as an assumption by tliis Court of a juris- 
diction which the Legislature did not intend to confer ; tuid it is said that a false allega- 
tion of debt w'as the ground of the action. It cannot be necessary for mo to explain that, 
even if the affidavit was false, it neither shows any fault of the officers of the Court, nor 
any defect in its constitution. No Court can be so constituted as to be exempt from, the 
evil consequences of perjury. But in fact there is nothing which warrants the assertion, 
either of the plaintiff’s perjury, or of the Court having exceeded its jurisdiction. An 
affidavit of the debt is on the file of the Court, and has never been shown to be untrue. 
William Morton was nonsuited, not because he could not prove the debt, but because he 
could not meet some evidence of Mehdy Ali Khan's that the trade in Calcutta^ which 
had been alleged to make him liable to the jurisdiction, belonged not to himselff but.bad 
been given by him to a young nephew, who lived in his house. The trial of that question 
left on my mind a very strong impression that tlie defence was a contrivance, andtbat the 
,trude, which was very valuable and extensive, and in the course of which several ships 
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h&d been insured at offices in Calcutta^ always Imd been, and still was, the trade of 
Mehdy Ali Khan hiinself. An information was afterwards filed against William Morton 
by the Advocate General of the Company fur a conspiracy, on which he was rightly 
acquitted. The objection made in the Minute to the jurisdiction of the Court is, that 
Mehdy Ali Khan was not a resident inhabitant of Calcutta. It is not always easy to 
say with certainty what the Legislature has meant in the statutes relating to India, but 
I have some confidence that even in the 21 Geo. 111. c. 70, s. 17j it was meant that natives 
carrying on trade in Calcutta, but residing in some other place under British Government 
in Bengal, Behar or Orissa, should be liable to be sued in Calcutta upon their contracts, 
express or implied. The Act of the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, was preceded by that of the 
21 Geo. 111. c. 05, which, in s. 28, prohibits British subjects from residing, without special 
license in writing, any where except at one of the principal settlements, ur within ten 
miles of it ; and I can scarcely suppose that it W'us intended fo put even those British 
persons who might establish themselves at Calcutta by leave of the Company, in such a 
position that they could have no legal remedy against any native trader or banker of 
Calcutta who might choose to live on the outside of the Mahratta ditch, unless by bring- 
ing an action in some Court, which at that time might have been really Native,'’ and 
held under some Mahomedati Judge, and to which, if it should have been at more than 
toil miles distance, British persons had not even the power of resorting, except by obtain- 
ing a special license in writing, which they had no right to demand. If the word inhabi- 
tants’* was used advisedly in the statute of 21 Geo. III. c. 70, it must liavc been known 
to those by whom it was inserted, that its meaning in the English law is not confined to 
residents, and I should suppose it to have been precisely for that reason that it was 
chosen. Lord Coke lung ago had taught, that even as early as the Statute of Bridges, 
the W'ord had been applied to persons who might be residents in foreign countrii^s. I'he 
Committees of the House of Commons in cases of controverted elections before the 21 
of Geo. HI. must have had the legal import of the term more frequently under conside- 
ration than that perhaps of any other ; and at a inure recent period Lord Eldon has 
explained that the construction of this word in any statute must always depend upon the 
nature of the subject, and that inhabitancy may refer to residence, or be wholly inilepcn- 
dent of it. At any rate, ho must be a bolder Judge than I am, who at this time will 
declare its meaning, in the 21 Geo. HI. c. 70, to be tliat of residence only. It has always 
been a common practice with the natives to carry on an extensive trade, both foreign 
and inland, and to deal in money and securities for money in Calcutta, by the means of 
servants who are not worth a farthing, whilst themselves reside at Moorshedabad, Dacca, 
Patna, Benares, Furruckabad, or elsewhere, and any native resident at Calcutta may of 
course cease to be so at any moment at which he may find it convenient to be divested of 
that character. There is no Court at Calcutta which has any means like the Superior 
Courts at Westminster, when actions are commenced in them, of providing for the trial 
in the provinces ; so that the mercantile persons in Calcutta might have to ask licenses to 
go about to half the Zillah Courts of India if they were to be obliged at present to sue 
those with whom they deal only in the neighbourhood of their dwelling-places. To have 
construed the word inhabitauts,” however, in the declaration against Mehdy Ali Khan 
in the limited sense, beyond which it seems to be thouglit in the Minute of the 15th of 
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COUNCILS^ April tliat it cannot bo extended, except by some operations connected with the art of 
magic, would not only have been to establish a precedent at variance with the principle! 

Sir C.£. Grey's justice, the rules of construction of the English law, and the ordinary course of the 

Minute. law of mercliaiits in most of the civilised parts of the world, but what is more to the 
point, it would have boon an abrupt and unauthorized abolition of the established practice 
and unvaried usage of the Court in which the declaration, on the faith of that usage 
being permanent, had been hied. 1 do not deny that natives residing at a distance are 
put to inconvenience by the application to them of the word inhabitants.” Wlien the 
21 Geo. III. c. 70, was passed, the writs of the Supreme Court ran only into Bengal, 
Bchar and Orissa ; since that time the Legislature and the Court of Directors have 
annexed vast territories to the Presidency, and put them on the same footing as the 
older ones. Actions may be commenced in the Supreme Court against persons who are 
resident at an immense distance. The Court has no means of providing a trial any 
where except at Calcutta ; and there is only one Sheriff for a bailiwick of more than 
1,000 miles diameter. 1 am not contending tliat wc are placed in convenient circum* 
stances, but that the Court has not perverted the law. 

9, I'he second case brought forward in the Minute of the 15th of April is one which 
has not been before tlie Judges, but in which, I believe, a British partnership in Calcutta, 
upon making large advaiiees to another British firm, had taken from them a bond and 
warrant to confess jiulgment, on which judgment had been entered, and when the debtors 
became insolvent, the judgment creditors took out e.xecution, and the Sheriff seized all the 
property of the insolvent partnership on which he could lay his hands, including some 
stock in trade, indigo factories and other property in the provinces. I'liree objections 
are made in the Minute against these proceedings; first, that the property taken in exeeu** 
lion lay at a distance from the residence of the British judgment creditors, whilst there 
were iiativo creditors who lived near at hand : secondly, that some of the property taken 
by the Sheriff had not been paid for by tliem, defendants : thirdly, that tlie awe of the 
Supreme Court preventcxl the Collectors, Judges or Magistrates of the neighbourhood 
from interfering with the Sheriff in the execution of his duty. 1 am at some loss how to 
answer these objections, us they apply to the Court, but certainly not on account of the 
reasonableness of them. As to the last of them, I can only say, that I hope a due respect 
for the Court may be ecpially effectual in other cases of the same nature. The proceed- 
ings, as far as they are stated iii the Minute, or as 1 have any knowledge of them, were 
in every respect regular, and except as to the amount of the debt, ordinary* At the time 
of their taking place, no law of bankruptcy or insolvency had been introduced into India; 
and of necessity each creditor of an insolvent firm had to take care of himself ; the princi- 
ples of the Bankrupt Laws cannot be acted upon except where the laws exist ; and it 
would have been found to be an extremely inconvenient substitute for them, if any oue 
had possessed the power of deciding that the creditors should be paid in the order of 
their vicinity to the dispersed property of tlie insolvent, or that a writ of exeentioa agaioet 
moveables shoidd itself be immoveable or restricted to the'liniits of the town of CaleutUl» 
Yet, if this part of the Minute dues not point at some such expedient, I; am unabla to 
coive what was meant to be tlie complaint. Power is given to the jCohrt- to 
and determine suits. What sort of a determination would, it be if the deAmdint^^ by 

^ . removing 
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rcoiovinlif himself and his ^oods and chattels, during the progress jof the suit, beyond the 
limits of Uw town of Calcutta, might make execution impossible, and the judgment 
nugatory ? 

10, The third is a charge of a graver complexion, if it were to be taken according to 
what the letter of it would imply ; but 1 am satisfied that tlio Member of Council by 
whom the Minute was written, did not advert at the time to what was implicated in this 
part of it. The case adduced is, that of the King against Khodabuksh and three others, 
which was tried by me at the fourth sessions of Oyer and Terminer for 1828. As this 
has been the subject of a communication from the Judges to the Government and to the 
Board of Commissioners for tho Affairs of India, the Members of Council arc now more 
fully informed of it than when tho Minute was written ; but there is some reason to re- 
gret that, upon erroneous infurniation respecting matters which might have been easily 
ascertained, and in a document which, at the time when it w'as written, it was not likely T 
should ever see, there has been involved against me an imputation of encroachment," 
and that 1 put four men upon their trial on a capital charge, “ in oi*dcr to establish a prin- 
ciple,’* wliicli is believed to be contrary to law. It is now known to the Governor- General 
in Council, that 1 had never heard of tho prisoners or their crime until after the sessions 
had begun, and long after they had been committed to the great gaol fur trial, and though 
1 read tho depositions at the time, 1 do not now reccollcct what Justice of the Peace it 
was before whom they were taken. 1 was hound to deliver tlie gaol, aiicl there was no 
method which I should have thought myself justified in pursuing by which I could have 
avoided to put the culprits on their trial. I might indeed have quashed the indictment 
by deciding that the averment was had in law, which stated, that persons professing the 
Mahomedan or Hindu religion were subjects of the King, or 1 might have directed the 
Jury, that the word ** subjects," in tho 20 Geo. III. c. 57, and in some others, was sup- 
posed by many persons to have a mfsaning peculiar to tho statutes respecting India ; that 
the evidence did not show tho prisoners to he within that meaning, and that except as to 
persons included by that term, the Provincial Courts now' claimed to have an exclusive 
cognixanoe of crimes committed beyond tho boundary of Calcutta ; but as neither the 
Advocate General of the Company nor any one else defended these prisoners, I must have 
taken ou myself the whole of the heavy responsibility, not only of allowing, but of making 
this complicated defence, which would not precisely have coincided with my own opinion, 
and in such circumstances 1 am inclined to believe that those in England to whom the 
case will be submitted, will think that I pursued a more considerate and prudent course in 
referring points so doubtful and so weighty to His Majesty in Council. I am informed 
oy the letter of tho Governor- General in Council, that three of these persons had been 
tried f acquitted in a Provincial Court, and there was some mention on tho trial of the 
important fact of their having been before a Provincial Court, hut without a plea of 
acquittal. I could not enter into any evidence of it, and I had no judicial information 
whether any of the parties had ever been tried or arraigned, nor any legal ground upon 
which 1 could have Erected the Jury to acquit any of them ; for that reason my impres- 
sion was that the ProvincialCourt had merely disclaimed the cognizance of the case in the 
form in which it had been brought before them. 

11. The only other objection which is stated sgaiast the proceedings of the Court at 
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Calcutta is, that in compelling the performance of its decrees as a Court of Equity, it 
sequesters the rents and profits of land in the provinces, or appoints Receivers of them ; 
and although it is admitted, that this is a power which has so long been exercised that it 
cannot now be disputed, it is said that an Advocate- General has been of opinion, that 
tliG Legislature did not intend to confer the power, but tliat it has been ** assumed 
and it is added, that, by the appointment of European officers of the Court as Receivers 
of rents and profits of estates in the provinces, the Regulations of the Government for the 
administration of the provinces are set at naught. The Supreme Court, under the 18th 
clause of the Letters Patent of 1774, is a Court of Equity, and is directed to compel 
obedience to its decrees in the same manner as the Chancery does in England ; whatever 
(piestions there may be as to the extent of the jurisdiction of the Court of Equity in any 
other respects, it is certain that full power and authority to hear and determine suits 
against the inhabitants of Calcutta, respecting their inheritance and succession to lands 
and rents, is expressly declared to be in the Court by 21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 17, and in 
terms which make it at least questionable, w'hether the jurisdiction is not exclusive of all 
others. The most numerous and important cases winch have come before the Court, as 
a Court of Equity, have been suits instituted by Hindus for the partition of family pro- 
perty. When a bill is filed for this purpose against any one liable to the jurisdiction, and 
w’ho is the manager of such property, from which he excludes his coparceners, and which 
consists principally of Zemindaries or Talooks in the Mofiissil, In what other way could 
the Court determine the suit than by a commission of Partition ; or in what other way 
could it secure for the family their share of the rents and profits during the long 
progress of an equity suit, than by appointing a Receiver ? It cannot be seriously meant 
as a more easy and convenient proceeding, that a suit should be instituted against an 
inhabitant of Calcutta, in each Zillah in which any of the Talooks may be ; or even that 
tins Court, after having declared the rights of the parties to a partition, should direct 
them to bring a second suit against the defendant in any one other Court, and take their 
chance of having the same thing decreed over again with more effect 1 But, even if this 
could be maintained as expedient, it is beyond ‘ all doubt that, according to the 
existing law, the Supreme Court, as a Court of Equity, must attach and imprison the 
person of a defendant for disobedience of its decrees or orders ; and if they should thus 
confine ill gaol the manager of a family property in the Mofussil, is it not necessary that 
they should appoint some one to look after it, if it were only for the payment of the 
revenue ? If the suggestions of the Minute point to any one course rather than another> 
it is one which would leave in the gaol of Calcutta the manager of property, respecting 
which the rights of numerous persons might have been declared after a long and expen- 
sive litigation, but which, on the failure of the regular payments of the revenue, would 
be sold to the highest bidder by the Collectors of the different districts in which the 
lands might be, and the surplus would remain in the hands of the Collectors, to be gfOf at 
by those entitled to them in the best way they could. Does the Member of Gouaeil by 
whom the Minute was written believe, that the Collectors would or could apporHon^tlie 
surplus, on the mere production of the decree of the Supreme Court, in siidi a>wiiy w to 
give their rights to the parties ; or does he desire, that in such oases the CoUeotore sboaM 
be made defendants in the equity suit by a supplemental bill 7 EuropeiuB^ olicers biave 

never 
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never been sent to reside on estates so situated^ but have managed them through native councils, 

agents^ and cannot by the rules of Court be appointed^ except where there is no other fit 

and proper person to take charge. This part of the jurisdiction of the Court is exercised e, Grey’s 

as the Charter directs^ in the manner in which the Court of Chancery in England effects a Minute. 

partition^ in the only mautior in which at present a suit fur a partition could be dcterniinod, 

or in which signal inconvenirnces and contradictions could bo avoided ; and if Regula* 

tions have been made by the Government subsequently to the Charter of 1774, and to 

the 21 Qeo. III. c. 70, which are incompatible with them, it may be worth while tu con* 

sidcr whether it is the Court which sets at naught the Regulations of the Government, or 

the Government which has forgotten the lawful powers of the Court. 

12. The foregoing cases being the only ones stated in the minute in which the Court 
at Calcutta is concerned, they are perhaps the only ones on which I am entitled to speak 
with confidence ; but I beg to add, tliat, as far as my knowledge^extends, the censures of 
the proceedings of the Courts at Madras and Bombay are, in most respects, equally ojieu 
to observation. Of those at Bombay which have been the subject of an appeal to the 
Privy Council, it would not become me to express any opinion in an official document ; 
but as 1 was a Judge at Madras for nearly four years, although of the cases whicli are 
cited from tliat Presidency, one was entirely, and another almost entirely detenniiicd before 
I took my seat in tlie Court, I believe that I am able to fix both of them, and the 
practice of the Court in granting probates and administration to natives, in a ju.ster point 
of view than that in which they are placed in the Minute. It is very possible, however, 
that I may be inaccurate in some particulars, as I can speak only from recollection, and, 
in most instances, merely from the iiiformation of others. All the Supreme Courts arc 
directed by their charters to accommodate their process to the circumstances of the 
people and the country. This has been done in more instances than that of granting 
administration to natives. One instance in which it has been done beneficially at Madras 
is, that orders for the maintenance of native widows are made summarily upon petition, 
and without any suit in equity ; and at Calcutta it was long the practice for the Judges 
to decide many disputes amongst natives out of Court, and by a summary award. The 
same considerations which led to such proceedings induced also the practice of allowing 
natives to take probate or administration, though the Courts never required them to do 
so ; and this permission has tended very much to their ease and convenience in many 
respects. If a representative of a deceased native wants to collect assets from an inhabi- 
tant of Madras, or from the officers of the Company, or any other British subject, he is 
often enabled, by obtaining letters of administration, to avoid an equity suit, which would 
be his only other mode of proceeding. The British Commissioners at Madras, for the 
payment of the Nawaub of Arcot’s debts, refused to make the payments to representatives 
of natives without letters of administration; and though tlie Court would probably have 
compelled them to do so, there might have been some hardsliip in obliging the claim- 
ants to proceed by suits in equity. It was upon a refusal, I believe, by the Treasurer of 
the Government to give him the benefit of Government securities which had been held by 
hfs father, that the Nawaub of Masulipatam found it necessary to apply either for 
probate or administration to the Supreme Court at Madras. If he had not done that, he 
mutt have filed a bill in equity, and in either case must of course have submitted himself 

to 
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to the jurisdiction of the Court, as to all questions connected with the property for the 
obtaining* of which, he had applied to the Court, and which it was his object to take out of 
the hands of a British subject, against whom all claimants had a right, whilst the assets 
remained with him, of instituting suits in that Court. There may be differenoes of opi- 
nion whether it has been, on the whole, beneficial and right to permit natives to take 
letters of administration, or it may be thought, that when such letters are granted, the 
best way of making the parties liable to the jurisdiction would be by their entering into a 
bond to that effect, which would apprize them of the extent of their liability ; but I 
conceive that there can be no difference of opinion as to the justice or necessity of the 
rule, that every party who asks for, and makes use of any process of a Court, whatever 
it may be, for the purpose of obtaining property which he could not obtain without it, 
must submit to the jurisdiction of the Court in all claims and questions which may arise 
as to the same property, before its absolute confirmation to him. The refusal of the 
Treasurer made it necessary that the Nawaub of Masulipatam should proceed, in the 
Supreme Court, in one way or another; and in whatever way he had proceeded, he must 
have submitted to the dcxsisioii of the Court, as to all claims upon the property which ho 
sliould have brought into question before the Court. One of the cases, I believe, which 
is alluded to as having occurred at Madras, is that of Syed Ali and others, against Kullca 
Moollah Khan and the East-lndia ('om|)any, of which the main features were, that the 
Nawaub of the Carnatic having formerly granted a Jaghire to the father of Syed Ali and 
Kullee Moollah Khan, questions arose, on the death of the father, whether the Jaghire 
reverted to the British Government, which had superseded that of the Nawaub ; whether 
it was either to descend, or to be granted anew, to Kullee Moollah Khan, as tlie eldest 
son ; or whether it was not to be shared amongst the children and widow of the deceased, 
like any other property of Mahotuedaii persons. It was proved, I think, to the satisfac- 
tion of the Judges, that Kullee Moollah Khan, if on no other grounds, was liable to the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court as an inhabitant of Madras ; and a suit in equity was 
instituted against him and the East-Iudia Company, by his brothers, his mother, and 
sisters. It has since been decided on appeal, and I have no doubt rightly decided, that 
there was no legal or equitable ground for making the Company defendants ; but this is 
not the objection taken in the Minute, in which it seems to be thought that the whole 
system of Indian Government is threatened with destruction, if grants of the Government 
may be subjected to the interpretation of the Supreme Courts. I can only say, that any 
grant of property by a King of England, though the King cannot be made a defendant 
to the suit, may be brought into question, and may bo subjected to the interpretation of 
the Courts of Law and Equity, and that the interpretation of grants of property by the 
Indian Governments, could not be reserved to the executive branches, or, in other words, 
to the grantors themselves, without an utter confusion of all English notions of justice, and 
some very strange results. The other case, at Madras, is one about the year 1818 or 1819, 
in which a crime having been committed at Hydrabad, by a person who, aceordtsig to the 
words of the Charter of the Supreme Court, was amenable to it for the crime so com- 
mitted, the Court thought tiiat they might also arrest him for it in the place where* it Ms 
committed. Upon this his Majesty’s Attorney and Sdidtor-General in Bngland-kWem 
consulted, and it was asked whether the Court could issue compulsory pnocese into 

territories 
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lemtories of a Prince '^in alliance*' with the Indian Government ; to which the answer^ 
as it might have been expected^ was that tlie Court had no such power ; and I have some 
reason to believe that the Court itself would have given the same answer to the same 
question, inasmuch as alliance" implies a certain degree of indopeiidenco. But if an 
excuse is wanted for any mistake of the Court in supposing that Hydrabiul was so far a 
component part of what is called the British Empire in India, or so far dependent upon 
and subject to the British (joveriiment, that as the cognizance of crimes committed there 
by his Majesty’s subjects clearly belonged to them, so it might also send its process 
thither to arrest them, such excuse may pcrlisips be found in the facts of the cantonment 
at Hydrabad being permanently occupied by the forces of the Madras Goveriiiiienf, 
and of the Government being administered very much according to the will of a British 
functionary, who always rc6ide.s there. Long subsequent to the mistake of the Madras 
Court, and to the opinion of the Crown lawyers, two Advocatcs-General of the East- 
liidia Com|xiiiy, together with some other persons, fell also into a mistake, that Hydra- 
bad was so connected with the British territories, that the English laws which regulate 
the lending of money were in force there against British subjects ; and 1 am told that 
there are some who have felt great difficulty, notwithstanding the opinion of the twelve 
Judges of England, in bringing themselves even now to the belief that there has been in 
this respect any mistake at all. In a note at p. 41G of the second volume of Mr. Henry 
Friiisep’s History of the Administration of the Marquis of Hastings, there is a decree 
recorded, not judicial indeed, hut executive, which from my knowledge of the moderation 
and love of justice of him by whom it was pronounced, and his dislike of encroachments 
of cveiy sort, especially by the appointment of receivers, I am confident would not have 
been made if Hydrabad had been in that situation of real independence which properly 
entitles one state to call its relations with an another an ** alliance." That e.vcellent, 
able and eminent person knows, that I entertain for him the highest esteem and a sincere 
regard, but he will permit me to say, that in liis Minutes of tlie BJth of February and of 
the 15th April 18*J9, I find no case referred to as an irregular proceeding of the Supremo 
C'ourts, respecting which it does not appear to mo that tliere has been a niisapprohen- 
siou of some fact or principle of law, which has atlected the view which he lias taken; 
and 1 cannot refrain from expressing a little surprise at the singular expressions which in 
two passages are employed to characterize the constniction which has been given by the 
Courts to the word ** inhabitants." ' 1 have already explained the grounds on which that 
construction is supported ; it rests upon authorities so grave, that it might have been 
expected to escape the infliction of hard names ; which, if I were inclined to re.sort, 
might perhaps bo shown to apply more closely to the history of Indian politics, than to 
English rules of law. 

Id. 1 dare not follow the example which is set me in the Minute of defining the whole 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Too many important and delicate points are involved 
and liave been entanjjied in that matter for me to wdsh to decide upon them collectively. 
The view taken in the Minute was probably intended to be the same as that wdiieh was 
given by Ihe lat6 Mr. Charles Grant, in his note to the d4th page of his Observations 
but there is this difference, Mr. Grant’s observations, tliough printed later, were written 
in' 1792, and tliough he does not at all deny that the natives of the provinces were then 
subjects of the British Crown, he keeps his definition of jurisdiction clear of any admis- 
sion 
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sion to that etFoct. In the Minute of the 15th April 1829, they are described as subjects, 
and a few historical remarks will serve to show how much depends upon the fact of their 
beiii" within the meaning of that term, and to how many diflicnltics the Supremo Court 
at (^alcutta may be exposed in exercising a jurisdiction which in its origin was made to 
extend over all within this Presidency w'ho should in any manner bo subjects of the 
British Crown, but upon which jurisdiction there are no doubt sufficient indications that 
those who have framed subsequent statutes and charters for India have designed to put 
various restrictions. The design must be supposed to have been right ; but it may be 
regretted that whatever was to be done in pursuance of it, should not have been made 
plainly intelligible, and free from all contradictions. 

Id. Factories established amongst the infidel people of the East have been deemed by 
the law of nations which has prevailed in Christendom, to be so far exclusive possessions^ 
or at least privileged places, that all persons during their residence within them have been 
considered for most purposes to be clothed with the national character of the State to 
which the Victory has belonged. In the East-Indies, as early as 1018, Sir Thomas Roc, 
the Ambassador of James I., had secured, by treaty with the Mogul, the privilege for the 
Factory at Surat, that disputes between the English only should bo decided by them- 
selves; and the East-lndia Company, before the end of the 17th century, had obtained 
and made use of the permission to build fortifications at Madras and Calcutta ; and they 
held the island of Bombay under a grant in perpetuity from the Crown of England, to 
which it had been ceded in full sovereignty by Portugal. In these circumstances, 
although it was a remarkable step, it is not perhaps very difficult to account for the esta- 
blishment, by letters patent, of Mayors and Aldermen in the 13th year of the reign of 
Geo. I. at Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta, who were to act as Justices of the Peace in 
those places, and in all the factories subordinate to them, and w'ho w^ere to bo Courts of 
Record for the trial of all actions arising within those places, which should be brought 
against any person who should reside there at the time of action brought, or of tlie cause 
of action accruing. I will not venture to say whether in these letters patent, or in those 
which with some alterations were substituted for them in 1753, there was any intention on 
the part of the Crown to assort any territorial dominion. In the Charter of 1753, 
allhough there was no precedent for it in the (’liar ter of 1720, there was introduced an 
express exception from the jurisdiction of the Mayor’s Courts, of such actions as should 
be biitwecMi the Indian natives only, which w'cre directed to bo determined among them- 
selves. In 1765, however, the grant of the Dewanny made a complete revolution in 
BtMigal. It put into the hands of the Company all the actual powers of Government ; 
and it is well known to what differences of opinion this acquisition gave rise in England. 
^Vith()ut resting the decision which was made in 1773 upon any critical arguments of law, 
or on any positive opinion of expediency, there arc a few plain positions and glaring conse- 
quences, from which it seems to result, that a part of the determination which was come 
to was quite necessary; namely, that the right should be asserted of the British Crown 
and Parliament to regulate the powers of Government, which had been acquired 
by the Company in India. Before the Dewanny was obtained, the Company had 
been established for more than a century and a half in India, under charters from 
the British Crown and Acts of Parliament, which, for the increase of the navigation 
and merchandize of the nation, had given them, for so long as it should conduce to 
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that object, an exclusive right of trade in all places between the Cape of Good Hope councils. 
and the Straits of Magellan, and had deprived the rest of the British people, for the 
same time, of the liberty of trading on three-fourtlis of the sea-coasts of the whole sir C- E. Grey's 
globe. It could not have been reconciled with justice or reason that opportunities Minute. 

^ so given sliould have terminated in 17f>J in the establishment of the Company as 
officers of a foreign state, still less as independent sovereigns^ and if any doubt had 
been tolerated as .to the entire "dependence of the C*onipany upon the Parliament, it 
is difficult to say what might not liave happened during the troubled times of ICnglaiid 
which followed the period of the acquisition of the Deuuiiiiy. I'he British people might 
possibly have found themsehes excluded from trade with India, not for a time, but for 
ever; not by tlieir own act and with their own consent, but against it. and by those who 
had, indeed, been their lellow-subjecis, but were now become ind«*pendent of them. 

Therefore, though I do not wish to be cou-sidered as assenting to all that was said or 
done about that time, the Resolntiun of the Mouse of ('oinmons on the r^th of April 177‘^, 
the statute of the l.‘f Geo. Ilf. and the C'harter of Justice of 1771, apj)ear to mo to have 
been rightly founded, in evor^ part of them, upon the principles, that whatever the 
Company had in liuli.i, they held as British subjects, that all tlicir lawful powers of 
government were subordinate to the suvt^reigii powers of the British Crown, and that in 
every respect they were liable to the legislative control of the British Parliament ; and 
in whatever manner it may afterwards have been thought exjiodicnt to disguise the real 
state of things, it .seems to me to have been a necessary and iinincdiafe result of the 
grunt of the Dewauny, that all the sovereign rights of the Mogul Emperor in Bengal, 

Behai* and Orissa, which would have remained in him if the grant had been to any of his 
own subjects, were transferred to the I3riti.sh C’rowii and Parliament ; that the territory 
became British dominion, and the iiiliabituiits subjects of his Majesty, but the mass of 
them subjects only as far us it was consistent with the laws of England that Hindus and 
^lahoinedans could be subjects, 'riie single and plain ground on which I w uuld rest 
these propositions is, that when the Mogul put a Company of British subjects into the 
possession of territories and powers which might be made use of to defeat the very purpose 
and object of that political exi.steiicc which had been given to them by their own King 
and Parliament, there accrued to that King and Parliament, as a necessary consequence, 
a right of assuming the whole sovereignty, without which the Company could not bo con- 
trolled. The Mogul had no right to make them, the Company had no right to make 
themselves, dependent upon him or independent of tlieir own country ; in either of which 
cases it might, and according to the ordinary course of Iniiuan aifairs must have come to 
pass in time, that they would have been called upon to wage war against the very land 
which had sent them forth to augment its cwii prosperity. 

15- If all circumstances had admitted of this state of the case being manifested and 
declared in 1773, Uiougli such a course might liave been subject to hazard, it would pro- 
bably have saved an iuliuity of trouble in the end, and many of the perplexities which 
Ipive been the offspring of a double and fictitious system of government. The grant of 
Pewaimy included not only the holding of Dewanny Courts, but virtually the 
Nizamut also, the right of superintending the whole administration of law in Bengal, 
and Orissa, as it was vested in Shah Aulum in 1765. This is avowed in the 
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letters of Lord Clivo, and this is only a part of the claim of the Company themselves, 
in the case made for them upon the appeal of Mr. Buckingham against the press regula* 
tioii. There were motives, however, which are very intelligibly explained in Lord Clive’s 
letter of the 30th September 1765, which had made it convenient for a time that the 
Nawaub should appear to retain the Nusamut, or superintendence of the administration , 
of justice ; and accordingly, when Sliah Aulura gave the Dewanny to the Company, it 
Imd been agreed at their request that ho should put the Nizamut into the hands of, the 
Nawaub, who at the same time entered into an agreement to take a fixed annual 
allowance from the ('ompany to enable him to carry it on. Ho was in fact from thence- 
forth IK) other than a native officer of the Company ; he held his courts only at their 
will and pleasure, and they exercised the power of regulating and altering them. Some- 
thing had been done in this way between 176« and 177*2. In that year, Mr. Sullivan, 
the Deputy Chairman of the Company, brought into the English House of Commons a 
Bill for the due administration of justice in Bengal. I have never seen this bill at full 
length ; but I collect from the accounts of it in cotemporary publications, that with the 
important difference that the appointment of Judges was to have been by the Company, 
its provisions for a new Court were in a great many respects similar to the Letters Patent 
of 177'!,* but that all Christian persons were to have been subject to the jurisdiction of 
the new Court, and to have been exempted from those of the Nawaub. When this plan 
(^f the Company was thwartcid, and the Supreme Court was established in 1774, the dis- 
tinction of Christians was left out, and the only criterion of personal liability to the 
jurisdiction which is to be found in the statute of 13 Geo. III. c. 63, on which the Charter 
of 1774 is founded, is that of subjection to the British Crown, In s. 14, all who are 
his Majesty's subjects” are made liable. It has been contended, indeed, that even in 
tliis .statute it was intended to make a distinction between subjtxsts born in the British 
islands, or their descendants, and the other natural- born subjects of the Crown, and that 
it was the former only who were made liable to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 
But this appears to me to be aii erroneous notion, and one that has been the cause of some 
of the confusion which aclheres to the whole sy.stem of the Indian statutes. The only 
difference of meaning which will be found in the use, at that time, of the two phrases, 

** subjects” aud British subjects,” is, that the latter appears to have designated those 
who were permanently and to all intents and purposes British subjects, whilst the former 
included such foreigners as, in consequence of their residence in any British territory, 
possession or factory, were to be considered, according to well-known rules of international 
law, to be clothed temporarily and for certain purposes with the character of subjects of 
his Majesty. The Charter of 1774 made even these liable to be sued or prosecuted; 
hut it was to British subjects only, or absolute and permanent subjects, if I may so 
express myself, that certain rights and duties, such as that of sitting on juries^ were 
restricted. No le^l grouiids will be found for affixing at that time any other meaning 
than this their obvious one to these terms : and unless we consider the term sulyects’^ 
in 13 Geo. III. c. 63, s. 14, and in the i3th clause of the Letters Patent, to have had a 
more extended sense tlian that of persons of British birth or descent, and to have included 

foreigners# 

• See Governor Johnitone'i Speech in the Dctmtc on the SOth March 1779. 
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forei^erSi \vbether Indian or European^ resident in Caloutta or any British Factory in coukcils, 
BeugaU Behar or Orissa, there is nothing either in that statute or in the Charter itself 
which can be considered as giving the Court jurisdiction to entertain any actions against ;yirC. E. Grey’s 
them, except in cases in which the Mayor’s Court had before possessed such authority under Minute, 
the Letters Patent of 17^)3, and this would not have included the native inhabitants of 
Calcutta. The distinction which it has been attempted to establish between natives of 
the island of Great Britain and the Christian natives of the rest of hi.s Majesty’s dnnii- 
nions, is an unlucky gloss of a later period, and founded upon an expression, which I am 
inclined to suppose a careless one, in the statute, of the 21 Geo. HI. c. 70. Unfortu- 
nately tlie indistinctness of tlie views which wore taken by the British Legislature of the 
nature and relations of the territorial accpiisitioiis of the Company, and the show of a 
Native Goveriinieut, which the Company w cro permitted for their supposed convenience 
to keep up, preventing all exj)lanations of the use of the term subjects,” in the 13 
Goo. III. c. 03, and indeed if those obstacles had not existed, a submission to Parliament 
of the (piestion how far an)' other than Christians can be subjects, might have received 
all the agitation which had been j)ro<luced by the bill for naturalizing Jew's in 17''>3. 

Accordingly there is not either in the statute of the 13 Geo. HI. c. (53. nor in the charter 
of 177di any declaration who are and who are not .subjects, nor whether any of the terri- 
torial acquisitions amountetl to an accpiisitioii of the territory itself, or to anything more 
than powers to be exorcised within territories of the Mogul, nor whether even C’alcutta 
itself was so much within the allegiance that pcrsoii-s born there would be natural-born 
subjects of the British Crown. Idiese questions w'ere left to be determinod by the 
general principles of English law% whenever they might arise ; but subject to such detor- 
ininalion there was a jurisdiction given to tlie Court, first, over all persons whatsoever 
during their residence in any British territory, pos.sossion or factory, which tliere might be 
within Bengal, Behar or Orissa ; secondly, over all natural-born subjects, or others having 
indefeasibly the character of subjects of the British Crown, and owr persons in their 
service witliin Bengal, Behar or Orissa, whether the place in whicli they might be were a 
British territory, possession or factory, or a place belungiiig to some Indian Prince, but 
under the protection of the Company. The intention was to have secured to tlie Crown 
a supremacy in the whole administration of justice ; but the provisions made were inade- 
quate to the attainment of the object, and have been defeated ; and 1 do not mean to 
say that the policy of later yeav.s may not liave been wiser than that of 1773, I only 
trace tlie course of these events. 

l(). Though it might not be convenient that the whole of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, 
should be taken to bo Briti.sh territories in 1774, those and all the other provinces which 
constitute the Presidency of Fort William, must be known to be so now ; and if there 
are reasons of state whicli ought still to discourage the avowal or nianifestatiou of that 
facL those territories are fbeyond all possibility of couceulmcnt) so much more than 
factorios, and so visibly British posscssiona and dependencies, that, subject to any 
questions connected with religion, all the inhabitants of them during their residence must 
owe a temporary allegiance, and must be for the time subjects’* according to all the 
ordinary rules either of British or inteniatiunal law. I will not fatigue those to whom 
this paper is addressed by a string of statutes and other acts of state, in which the 
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Indian Presidencies are designated as possessions of the kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland^ or as British territories, nor will I do more than barely advert to the opinion 
of the Court of King’s Bench in England on the question whether they were within the 
Navigation Laws; or to the declarations in the 53 Geo. III. c. 155, of the sovereignty of 
the ifritish Crown over all the territorial acquisitions; nor to that proclamation of a 
former Governor- General, which we are told by a highly-distinguished historian,* was 
hailed with satisfaction by every Prince and Chief of India, when the supremacy of the 
British Government was asserted, and somebody, but I cannot undertake to sqy with 
precision who it was, reluctantly assumed the duties of " Lord Paramount of this 
Continent.” To satisfy the Governor-General in Council of the difficulties which a 
court of law must find in treating the Bengal Provinces as any thing less than British 
territories or possessions, of such a description that Christian persons born in them 
are natural- born subjects of the British Crown, and that foreigners residing within them 
arc subjects during the time of their residence, it may be suflRcient for me to bring to 
their notice some decisions of a venerable person whom I have been accustomed to con- 
sider of authority almost oracular in questions of the droit public, and of the law of 
nations. In the year IROO, Sir William Scott held that there was no sovereignty in the 
Mogul which interfered with the actual sovereignty of the British State, exercised through 
the East-India Company ; that the territories were British territories ; and that the law 
of treason would apply in full force to Europeans living there. He seemed to consider 
that the Hindu and Mahoraedan inhabitants of those territories were in somewhat the 
same relation of subjection to the British Crown as Jews in England ; but that an American 
merchant residing there was as fully clothed with the British national character for the time 
of his residence, as if he were in England ; and Sir William Scott founded this decision, 
in some degree, upon information obtained from Sir Robert Chambers, whom he had 
consulted, and who had recently returned to England after having been many years 
Chief Justice at Calcutta. — The Case of the fndian Chief, 3 Rob. Adm. Rep. 28. In 
the House of Lords, August 12th, 1801, on the ground of Madras being a part of the 
British dominions, and that all foreigners resident there incurred the obligations of 
British subjects, it w'as decided in affirmance, 1 believe, of a judgment of Sir W. Scott’s, 
that any permission given by the East-India Company or the Indian Governments, 
without the sanction of the Crown, to American inhabitants of Madras, that they might 
trade with the port of a country at war with England, was void, 3 Rob. Adm. Rep. App. 
B. 7. In 1806 Sir William Scott inclined to think that the possessions of the East-India 
Company were within the terms of the Order of Council of 1665, dec^laring a particular 
right of the Lord High Admiral to extend to all places wdthin the Kingdom of Eng- 
land,"— The Maria Francoise, 6 Rob. Adm. Rep. 288, &c. 

17 . Upon these^rounds and authorities I could not come to any other conclusion than 
that, if the Act of the 13 Goo. III. c. 63, and the Charter of Justice of 1774, which are the 
foundations of this Court, were at thw time to be interpreted by themselves, and not in refef- 
ence to a scattered flight of subsequent enactments and ordinances, the Court, throughout the 
provinces which constitute this Presidency, would have a jurisdiction, however incortvehiont, 

over 
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over all persons, who, according to the ordinary rules of English law, should be 
subjects of the Crown, whether absolutely or temporarily. But it is scarcely necessary 
for me to say that 1 do not consider the Court topossoss that jurisdiction in such a w*ay as 
to be used for any practical purposes at the present time. I am desirous only to point 
out the course and manner in which the constitution of the Court has been effected; 
to establish the fact, that it is only by the Court that encroachments have been made, 
and to make the Crovernor- General in Council aware of the situation in which it is now 
placed. 

18. The first obstacle which the Court encountered upon its establishment in this 
country, was the upholding of the Nizaniut under the Nawab and liis native oHiccts in a 
state of complete independence of it. It is not to be doubted that if Mr. Sullivairs bill 
had passed, it was the intention of the Company to have broneht the whole of the Native 
Courts into subordination to it, and lon^ before this time it woi^ld have been done When 
the present Supreme Court was .sid)stituled the jurisdiction similar to that of the Kiijj|»\ 
Bench which was given to it, and indeed its very title and (he objects of the wliule charter 
shewed that it was supposed there would have been inferior (’ourts subjected to its super- 
intendence. A system correspondent to such iuteutioiis eould not have been established 
without the cordial co-operation of tlie Governor- General and Council of the time, and 
probably it ought not to have been attempted but by very slow and cautious steps, and 
supplementary enactments must have been made for securing the Hindus and Mfihorne- 
dans against an abrupt demolition of their customs and usages. But instead of any pre- 
parations of such a tendency, all things were maintained in a posture rather of opposition 
than merely of separation. It, is well known what disgraceful scenes of discord and 
confusion ensued, and I have no inclination to defend the .spirit and manner of the pro- 
ceedings of the Judges of the Supreme Court, nor even to assert that the supremacy of 
the Court had been sufficiently provided for by any practicable scheme. But this I must say 
in justification of the Judges, that tliere was not that co-operation wliich they had 
i^xpocted from the Government; that the re-establishmfuit in 1774 of the Nizaniut at 
Moorshedabad in its old form, was not a symptom of any inclination to promote that’ 
subordination of the Provincial Courts, which, I believe, was looked for, and would 
have been gradually accomplished, if the Supreme Court had been a Court of the Com- 
pany ; and that if the Judges caused ini.schief by an cxcrci.se of their powders in the pro- 
vinces, a state of circumstances was presented to them, in which they had but the alterna- 
tive of abandoning that part of their commission. In tlie Minute of (ho 15th of April, it 
aeems to be taken for granted that tlie Judges overstepped tlieir jurisdiction, and that tlie 

Geo. 111. C. 7 O, was passed for that reason, but the Act w'as passed, not because the 
jurisdiction had been exceeded, but because it had been found difficult to exercise it 
without conflict with the Provincial Courts and the Government. I'he 28tli section 
provides indeed an indemnity for the Governor- General in Council Sind the Advocate- 
General, for their transgressions of the law in opposition to the Judges, but no such 
indemnity will be found to have been granted or required for the Judges themselves. 

19. The most important part of Act of tho 21 Geo. 111. c. 70, is the acknow- 
ledgment by the Parliament of Provincial Courts existing independently of the Supreme 
Court, and the declaration of the expediency and justice of preserving to the Hindus and 
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Mahomodaus their peculiar laws and usages. Many circumstances contributed at the time 

to incline the Parliament to this course, and to these it may be useful to advert, as casting 

Sir C.B^Gmy’s light upon the meaning of the Act. The nation was struggling witli the American war, 
Minlite. the experiment of the Supreme Court had not answered expectations, and had occasioned 
inconvenience ; it was plain, that the attempt to introduce an English superintendence of 
file law on the part of the Crown had been made widiout any sufficient scheme or due 
preparation ; a plan which might have been carried forward, if it had been promoted by 
the Company as their own, had failed when imposed iigainst their will. The Ministers, 
to use a homely phrase, when they thought they had secured the administration of justice 
fo the C’ruun, had reckoned without their host. In some instances the collection of the 
revenue in India, on which every thing depended, had been impelled by the dissentions 
which had taken place. Perhaps also it was thought desirable, in the impending treaties 
with the maritime states of Europe, that India should bear as little as possible the 
character of a possession of the Crown. Some things in the Act are stated plainly enough. 
The C’ourt is not to have jurisdiction in any matter concerning the revenue; and, except 
in certain specified ca.*5cs, no person is to be subject to the jurisdiction of the Court by 
reason of his being a land-holder, nor of his being employed by a British subject. The 
existence of the Provincial Courts is not only recognised, but the Governor- General in 
(’ouncil is coiifirnieil as a Court of Appeal, with a power of making regulations for them. 
But ill this Act, as in the former one, there is no plain statement of the relation in which 
the Indian territories stood to the British Crown, nor whether any Indian natives w'ero to 
be comprehended under the term subjects,” nor whether the Provincial Courts were to 
have a concurrent jurisdiction with the Supreme Court, or an exclusive one ; nor, if the 
latter, what were to be the limits of it. The phrase British subjects” is indeed used in 
this Act, and that of 21 Ueo. III. c. (xi, in such a way as necessarily to exclude from it the 
Hindu and Mahoimxlan inhabitants ; but it is so used, that, with respect at least to sub- 
jects imt being natives of Great Britain, or India, subsciiuent glos.seshave made it almost 
impossible to affix any definite understanding to it. In the 21 Geo. III. c. 05, s. 28, 
British subjects in the service of the Company, or licensed by them, are torbidden to re- 
side, except under special license, at any other place than some princii)al settlement, or 
within ten miles of it: and by the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, ss. 13, 14, the obligation is imposed 
on British subjects of registering the names of their native stewards, partners, or agents. 
This is sufficient to show that the term was not intended to apply to the Hindus and 
Mahomedans; but when we endeavour to ascertain those to whom it was intended to 
apply, we find considerable difficulties. In section 24, it is used only in opposition to 
natives,” and might be considered as comprehending at least all the sulye.ata of Great 
Britain bom out of India, and this would be consistent with Uie use of same words in 
section 3 ; but this interpretation is, in some degree, made doubtful by the use of the 
phrase '' British European subjects,” in section 10, which looks as if tliera migW 
Britisli Indian subjects,” or else that British American, and West-Indiau silty eots 
w ere not included in it ; and then in section 10, it is so expressed, that it has beep rgcepily 
supposed that it was meant to limit the meaning of the term, JJritwh 8utyects'*io 
natives, or the descendants in the paternal line of natives of the island of Great 
This clause has made, and, unless it be explained by the Parliamept, sesQUi'to ha Ukelyito 

make 
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make sad confusion. It is utterly out of the question to give iteffect^ according to the i oijncils. 
very letter. Unless there was some contemporaneous act of the Irish Parliament, it 
would exclude natives of Ireland, and my own opinion is, that it either was carelessly .sj^ (ircy's 
used, and that in the interpretation of it by courts of law, a more extended sense must be Mintite. 

given to the words Great Britain,” so as to include the territories of Great Britain as 
fully as they are included in the 1 '29th section of the S3 Geo. HI. r. o2; or if it be pos- 
sible to suppose that aii intentional use of the term in its literal sense may bo accounted 
for at that time by the fact of a large portion of the subjects of tlie Crown being (hen in 
a state of open revolt and civil war, the influence of an expression thus used upon a 
transient occasion, ought not to be preserved and carried down for ilie purp(»se of warp- 
ing so important a matter as the meaning of the phrase British subjects” in subserpieni 
statutes. To my great surprise, however, I have been told, that two learned persons, 
whom I hold in the highest respect, and wlio have had uniisuaL opportunities of becom- 
ing acquainted with India and its established relcations with the United Kingdom, have 
recommended, upon the ground of its being in accordance with the general uiiderstaiKliiig 
of the term in India, that if a declaratory act should explain the meaning of British sub- 
jects,” it should be limited to those who have been horn in (ireat Britain, or perhaps in 
Ireland, or who can prove a pedigree in the paternal line from a native of one or other of 
those islands. This would exclude from the Hass of British sid)j(»cts, and in a great 
meastirc from the rights and obligations of British la>v in India, the natives of Guernsey 
and Jersey, of Jamaica, Barbadoes or C^inada, or the Cape of Good Hope, of whom 
there may always be many in his Mtijesty’s army, in the profession of Mie law, or engaged 
in merchandize; and it would put them in (he same relation to the law, in most respects, 
as the Hindu and Mahomedan races. This would be an innovation, I apprehend, (>f a 
very serious nature in the system of laws by which the colonies and dependencies of 
England are bound to tho mother country and the throne. Nor is it only the natnral-boni 
subjects whom it would affect, but all who may become subjects by cession or conquest. 

This is a case now pending in the Supreme Court, in which the fortune of a young person, 
who has returned to India after being educated in J^nglaml, is in the hands of the (^)nrt, 
and is of very considerable amount. J’lie Court can scarcely stir a step in the matter 
without deciding whether the father of tho infant is liable to its jurisdiction ; and unless he 
is so, it will bo impossible to make a satisfactory decree. This father is a C'hristian inha- 
bitant of Chinsurah, of Dutch descent, and is believed to have been born there before its 
cession to the British, and whilst it was a Dutch settlement. Is tills man now one of those 
persons '' who have heretofore been distinguished by the appellation of Britisli subjects/" 

If not, has the Provincial Court, which was established for the preservation of Hindu and 
Mahomedan laws and usages, an exclusive jurisdiction over him / Is the infant to seek 
tifsre a decree which she cannot obtain in the Supreme Court; and what is the Supreme 
Court to do with tho fortune of which it has taken charge, and respecting which it cannot 
make ahy sufficient dcicree without having the father before it ? Other questions of a 
very Serious nature are connected with these. Would the Governments of France or 
Ataterica think that one of their subjects, of whom there are many in the provinces, had 
iMtota treated according to the Comity of Nations,” if he were to bo convicted of an 
tlfTeifce in a Provincial Court, which would be mcompetent to try an Englishman, 
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who would be entitled under a similar charge to be tried by a Jury and by European 
laws f 

20. Subsequently to the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, further doubt has been thrown upon the 
meaning of the terms subjects'* and Bi*itish subjects** by the various applications 
which have been made of them in statutes and charters relating to India. I cannot 
undertake to enumerate at present all these instances^ and a few will be sufficient for my 
purpose. Where the word ^'subjects** has been used alone^ as in the 26 Geo. 111. c»57> 
s. 20, it would seem to have been meant to be taken in its fullest sense. Suppose a 
Bengal Lascar, belonging to one of the C<impany's ships, murders one of the crew on 
shore, in the island of Johanna or Sumatra, would it not be within the remedy intended 
to be provided by that Act, tliat he should be amenable to the Court of Oyer and Ter- 
miner at Calcutta, upon the ship's arrival in that port? Yet, if this be so, it makes it 
extremely difficult to say that the same Court has not under that Act, if in no other way, 
a concurrent jurisdiction with the Provincial Courts over the Hindu and Mahomedan 
natives of the proviijccs under British Government. l*here is still more difficulty, how- 
ever, as to the application of the phrase Britiith jiubjecls,*' In the 24 Geo. III. Ct 25, 
s. these \\ords include all for whom relief is provided as creditors of the Nabob of 
Arcot. Ill the 24 Geo. Hi. c. 25, ss. 45, 50, 64, and the 26 Geo. III. c. 57, 1> 30, and 

the 35 Geo. 111. c. 52, s. 62, tiiey are used to describe all against whom penalties are 
given for corruptiim or extortion. In the .33 Geo. HI. c. 52, s. 98, which is connected 
with 5;3 Geo. 111. c. 155, s. 108, British subjects arc prohibited from residing at more 
than ten miles distance from one of tlie principal settlements, and these clauses have so 
plainly a connection with the 33 Geo. 111. c. 52, s. 129, that it would be impossible to 
affix any less extended lucaniiig to the words as they are used in them than that which is 
given in s. 129, namely, subjects of his Majesty, of or belonging to Great Britain, or 
the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, or Faro Isles, or to any 
of his Majesty's colonies, islands or plantations in America or the West-Indies ; and 
I take it to be certain, though I have not the Irish statutes at hand, that the Acts which 
were passed by the Irish Parliament about the same time as the 33 Geo. IIL c. 52, 
placed natives of Ireland exactly in the same predicament as those of Great Britain and 
its dependencies ; and if this be so, there would be no good ground on which the natives 
of any African cohiny or of New South Wales, tlie Mauritius or Ceylon, could now be 
distinguished from rest, lu the 39 and 40 Geo. 111. c. 79, s. 2, and in the 63 
Geo. 111. c. 155, ss. 105, 106, I07jthe term British subjects*’ seems also to be used in 
opposition only to natives of India, to include all subjects not born in India, and to 
exclude all who are born there, which, however, must necessarily be sulyeot to an 
exception wliich is to be understood, though it be not expressed, of those who aie 
British, subjects in right of a British father or paternal grandfather ; but hi the dOth 
section of the last-mentioned Act, die words without the limits of *the Compaajr'e 
Charter** leave it again doubtful, whether, in that statute, natives of the Cap# of 
Good Hope, New South Wales, or Ceylon or the Mauritius, are or are not meaef 
to be iucluded by the term British subjects.** The expediency, of 
precise meaning to these terms has been much more urgent than it waa at aa e#v^ 
period, since the Charters of the Madras and Bombay Courts hate eapipsily HeIiWI 
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the jurisdiction of those Courts in certain cases to such persons as have been hereto- 
fore described and disting'uishod by the appellation of British subjects.” It woidd 
aeem tliat it is only the representatives of such persons who can demand to have the 
assistance of the ecclesiastical Court at either place^ and that even the representa- 
tives of a Christian inhabitant of Madras, if he was not within tliat appellation of 
British subjects” during^ his life, could not insist upon having either probate or 
administration, though I know that it has been the constant practice to grant both 
upon request, even to the representatives of the Hindu or Mahomedan inhabitants* 
I have adduced only a small portion of the instances in which this important ex- 
pression of British subjects” is vaguely applied in the statutes, and it is not only by 
the statutes that it may be shown how little there is of any general understanding of the 
meaning of it. The Charter of Charles II. in KiGt), purports to make all the inhabitants 
of Bombay, and their descendants, British subjects, and seems do have intended to confer 
tlic same right on the inhabilaiils of other places which might subsequently be acquired 
by the East- India Company. The convention with France, dated at Versailles, August 
3Ist, 1/87, stipulated that Frenchmen should have the same advantages in India in the 
administration of justice as his Majesty’s subjects. I forbear to make any inquiry as to 
later treaties. In a work which 1 have heard attributed to Sir John Maepherson, a 
former Govern or- General of India, and which was published in 1793 for the information 
of Parliainent at that period, it is repeatedly stated that Arriieniuns and Frenchmen 
in India are British subjects. Sir Christopher Hobinson, in his Admiralty Reports, is led 
to suppose, by the use made of the terms by Sir William Jones, that they include all 
the inhabitants of the provinces ; and in a case, in the third volume of the Reports of 
the Court of Nizamut Adawlut, recently published, I find one of the Judges, and the 
very accurate and able reporter, using the term us synonymous with the expression of 
native subjects of the British Government,” which occurs in Regulation V. of isoy. 
Perhaps, if I were asked what I myself should say approached to a criterion of any 
question, whether a person is within the meaning of this expression as it is used in the 
statutes and the later charters, it w'ould be, ** whether he is a subject by any other title 
than that of birth within British India,” and that, if he is a subject in any other way, he 
is a British subject according to the meaning of the Madras and Bombay Charters ; but 
that, if he has no other claim than that of birth in British India, he is not. But this rule 
includes more persons as British subjects tliHii the Company’s advocates admit to be of 
that description ; and it excludes some whom 1 regret to see excluded. I have a strong 
opinion of the impolicy of establishing a name and test, which is ‘to make of the illegiti- 
mate children of Englishmen, and other ( ’hristiaii persons, a separate and inferior class ; 

the Act of the 21 Geo. 111. c. 70, out of which all these perplexing distinctions have 
sprung, had but for its avowed object the securing to the Hindu and Mahomedan inhabi- 
tants their ancient laws and privileges, and was not apparently intended to afiect any 
rights of the Christian population, for whom it made no provisions, and who, conse- 
quently, if they are not under the jurisdiction of the Supreme Courts, can scarcely be 
said at present to live under any positive law at all. This uncertainty extends its mis- 
chievous Influence in many ways. If C hristians born in the provinces are not to be 
included in the term '' subjects,” it would seem to follow that the provinces, even now', 
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COUNCILS, QfQ not rcg^arded by the Parliament as properly and strictly British territories ; and if 
not, the questions, which of late have been made as to the powers which the Supreme 
Sir C. E. Grey’s Court has hitherto exercised, as necessarily incidental to the most limited construction of 
Minute. its jurisdiction, would come to be of real difficulty. The Minute of the 15th April com- 
plains of the appointment of receivers of rents in the provinces, and even of writs of ^eri 
facias against the goods of British persons being executed there ; and at Bombay it seems 
to be inaintained, that the Court, without leave of the Governor in Council, cannot 
compel the attendance of a native inhabitant of the provinces as a witness, even on an 
indictment. I have always supposed, and still maintain, that these powers and others 
are necessarily incidental to the determination, by the Supreme Courts, of any causes at 
all ; but if the provinces are territories of so anomalous a character, that Christian per- 
sons born there have not the name of subjects in the British statutes, I should not feel 
quite sure what arguments might be sustained upon the other questions. The illustration 
of the doubts in wliich the jurisdiction of all the Courts in India is now involved might 
be extended much further. I understand it to have been decided, that the Court at 
Bombay has no right to issue a habeas corpus ad subjiciendum, nor other mandatory 
writs, to native inhabitants not liable to what is termed its ordinary jurisdiction. Now, 
taking the ordinary jurisdiction of the Court to be over British subjects, and those in their 
service throughout the whole Presidency, and over all persons whilst they are inhabitants 
of the island of Bombay, what persons are they over whom it retains any extraordinary 
jurisdiction after this decision, and what is the nature of that extraordinary jurisdiction? 
Who are those liable to it ? Who arc meant to be included in the Admiralty jurisdic- 
tion of the Court by the 53 Geo. III., c. 15.5, s. 110, and to be excluded from it by the 
Bombay Charter, in the clause which may bo found in the printed copies at p. 43 ? The 
direct contradiction between the statute, and this part of a Charter granted eleven years 
after the passing of the Act, is only another instance similar to that which I noticed in 
the first paragraph of this paper, relating to the revenue ; and I could adduce others. 
Both of the statutes which authorized the Charters of the Madras and Bombay Courts, 
expressly provided that they should have the same powers as the Court at Fort William, 
but the Charters themselves purport to give powers much more limited. In this case, are 
the statutes, or the Charters made under them, to prevail ; and how far do the Charters 
of the now Courts affect that of the older one ? Are the limitations on the powers of 
the new Courts void, as giving powers different from those of the Calcutta Court ; or are 
the powers of the Calcutta Court altered by the Cliarters of the now Courts ? An 
instance of the importance of these questions is presented by tho opposition recently 
made at Bombay by the Government, to the writ issued into the provinces for the purpose 
of compelling the production of a native witness. There is a clause in the Madras and 
Bombay Charters, which purports to prohibit the Courts from compelling the attendance 
of native witnesses, at least in civil cases, in any other way than they would be compelled 
to attend a Native Court. This is resolving the necessity of attendance into the will of 
the Governor in Council, who can regulate as he pleases the practices of the Native Courts^ 
Then is tliis clause restrictive to that extent of the process of the Court at Fort Wflliaifif 
as well as at Bombay, or is it restrictive of neither? Tho question is not whether the 
Courts, in a matter of pure discretion, will attend to such an indication of what has been 

thought 
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thought right by those who advised his Majesty in the wording of the Letters Patent ; 
but whether the Courts have or have not a right io refuse a snhp(p,na or a habeas corpus 
ad testificandum to a suitor, a dependant, a prosecutor, or a culprit ; nnd whetlior, upon 
a mandamus issued under the statute of 24 Geo. III. c. 25, by the Court of King’s 
Bench in England, directing the Judges in India to take evidence in a suit pending in ling- 
land, they \vould be autliorizod to state, in their return to the nuindanius, tliat they had 
declined to procure the attendance of some irnportiuit witness, because it would not have 
been consistent with the rules of practice established by tlie Governments for the Pro- 
vincial Courts. 

21. Enough perhaps has been said to make it understood, that it has not been my 
purpose, in this paper, to extol the present constitution of the Supreme Court, nor to 
maintain that its jurisdiction is conveniently settled. But I could lujt dismiss the papers 
which have been laid before the Judges, without showing, that so far from encroachments 
having been made by this Court, the Court which was intended at first to have been in 
reality a Supreme Court, has in fact no Cotirt below it except the C'oiirt of Requests, 
not even a single Court of Quarter Sessions having btvn called into operation ; that 
whatever alterations have been made of the powers of the Court, have had theotieet, not 
of enlarging, hut of restricting them ; that this has not been done in a direct and manifest 
w’ay ; but the original Charter has remained unrevoked, and its provisions, intended for a 
very diftbrent state of things than the present, are now to be eonstru(»d in coiijunclion 
witli a variety of subsequent la\vs, through which it has from time to time been indirectly 
and uncertainly influenced ; sometimes by the setting up of counter institutions, sus- 
ceptible of perpetual modifleation by the Government alone, and without its having been 
made clear whether they were to have concurrent or exclusive jurisdictions ; sometimes 
by declarations of a part of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, in such a way as to 
leave it to be doubtfully inferred that the expressio nmus was meant to be tJie cxclusio 
alterivs ; sometimes by ordinances, which, to persons unacquainted with India, may 
have borne the appearance of being simple and of little consequence, but in which the 
most important consequences have been involved ; sometimes by flat contradictions, 
which tlie Judges are to reconcile as well as they can. In addition to all this, by the 
obscurity in which the dominion of the Indian territories has been left, and by the uncer- 
tain use of the terms subjects” and British subjects,” the very alphabet, or at least 
the elementary terms in which the limits of the jurisdiction must be expressed, have been 
made as it were a foreign tongue. I blame no one for this, but I confess that it ratJier 
exceeds my patience to find the Court blamed for the inconvenience which has been the 
consequence of it. I am deeply sensible of the extreme difficulty of legislating by Act 
of Parliament or Letters Patent upon the internal aflTairs of India ; I readily admit that 
the first establishment of the Supreme Court at Calcutta was hastily and ini providently 
made, and that it stood in need of corrective or supplementary enactments j but 1 cannot 
acquiesce in imputations of encroachment against the Judges, because the laws, which 
they are sworn to declare, have been imperfectly adapted to the circumstances in which 
they are to operate ; such as they are, I have been contented to make the best of tiiem, 
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Quff) usu obtiniiere si non bona, apta saltern inter se sunt," and something like a 
spontaneous adaptation of imperfections to each other, the anomalies of Anglo-Indian 
law, of which but a small part is comprised in the foregoing statement, have had less of 
evil effect than might be imagined. I have now assisted for eight years in two of the 
Supreme Courts, without witnessing in them any difference with the Indian Governments, 
and without having found it neccssar}" to ask for assistance or remedial interference 
from any of the authorities at home, nor should I have thouglit now of detailing the 
embarrassments which are incidental to the discharge of the duties of my office, if it had 
been possible to dismiss without observation the remarks upon (he Courts ivhich the 
Governor-General in Council, with a fairness which I feel to be a substantial obligation, 
has permitted the Judges to read. Having gone into the subject, I will add, that the 
defective arrangements under which it has hitherto been possible to act, it may be more 
difficult to manage hereafter. The opening of the trade to India has necessarily pro- 
duced, by degrees, a greater intercourse between the inhabitants of India and those of the 
rest of the world, that intercourse could not continue long without of her persons than the 
natives finding their way into the provinces, and abiding there; the Provincial Courls in 
the course of half a centtiry have been gradually acquiring strength and consistency ; there 
was obtained for them, some tiiim ago, a connirrcnt jurisdiction with the Supreme 
Courts in some cases, and claims are now made by members of the Governments that 
their old jurisdiction is exclusive of all other, even to the extent of prohibiting the process 
of the Supreme Courts from running into the territories within which the Provincial 
Courts act. At Bombay, the Governor in Council and the Court have recently been in 
open conflict, and even here, where a perfect good will has subsisted, powers, without 
which it would be impossible for the Supreme Court to decide any suits at all, or to 
comply with |)eremptory enac*tments of the Parliament, arc called in question and im- 
pugned. Of the inconveniences which exist, and which in these circumstances must 
increase, I am so far from thinking that the papers sent to us by the Governor- General 
in Council have in any way presented an exaggerated statement, that I am satisfied they 
do not advert to the most important of them. It may be sufficient to say, that in the 
Ship Registry and the Mutiny Acts there are several which have not been mentioned. 

*22. It is not without much hesitation that I proceed to suggest remedies for these 
evils. I have no means of learning here the view^s of those to whom it belongs to give 
any neiv forms to the Government of India, and what these may be will probably be 
determined by circumstances of political expediency, which are beyond the horizon 
of the point at which I stand ; there arc some whom it is likely I may offend by the 
plainness with which I must state my opinions if I state them at all. But I apprehend 
it to have been the wish of the Governor-General in C’oiincil, that any view which might 
be given of existing defects should be accompanied by a corresponding view of arrange- 
ments adopted for their removal. There is one method proposed in the Minute of the 
lijth of April which is at least simple, and which would effectually avoid the necessity of 
any further arrangements ; namely, that all the proceedings of the Courts should bo 
according to the will of the Government, The surprise with which I first read this made 
mo read it more than once, and if it is possible to construe it as meaning only, that the 
process of the Courts, and with some exceptions the laws which they have to administer, 
should be liable to bo altered from time to time, when they should have been found 

inconvenient. 
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inconvenient, by a well coiuitituted Legislative CouncU in India, which should itself be 
really subordinate and accountable to the Crown and Parliament, luy assent to it has 
been already expressed; but if, as the language of the Minute seems to import it is 
intended that the judgments and orders of the Supremo Courts, though madcaccordiiig 
to law, should have effect only by the permission of some other branch of the Govern- 
ment to be given afterwards, or oven that the Governor-General in Council, as at present 
constituted, should have the right of altering and limiting the powers or process of the 
Courts, I beg that my dissent from that plan, and an humble protest against it, may be 
considered as expressed by me in the most unequivocal and strongest tenns. ’ I know 
that the Governor- General in Council may even now make what onlers he pleases in 
his official capacity, and that there is no tribunal in India to which he is answerable, and 
that this immunity is in a great measure extended to those who act under such orders 
I am well aware also, that the Courts of Justice have no means of enforcing the laws 
which they declare, unless the Government be pleased to assist them; but at“ present a 
grave responsibility, in theory at least, is annexed to any refusal to assist in carrying 
the law into execution, and a more serious one to any positive opposition to it. and 
neither the one nor the other, I apprehend, would be deemed justifiable in the British 
Parliament, except upon the ground of urgent circumstances. But the object of the 
Minute of the l.'ith of April, if I iindorstand it, is that an interference of the Government 
with the pr(.ceeding8 of the Courts should be an ordinary operation, and should extend 
to the annulling of judgments already made, subject only to the general responsibility 
which is attached to all other acts of Government. Of this I never can express an 
approbation, until I am told by the sole competent authority, that it has been thought 
right to make the sovereignty of the King in Parliament only nominal in India, and Uiat 
there shall be no law there which is not liable to be altered by the executive branch, and 
not only with prospective but retrospective effect. The Governor-General in Council is, 
both ill the theory and practice, almost entirely the organ of the Company. The Com’ 
mander-in-chief, who according to usage is one of the Council, is also indeed an oflicer of 
the Crown ; and the Governor-General is only for a time connected with the Company, 
and in rare instances, a person may be found in that situation who has been in India 
before, and who has talents, information and firmness, which enable him to act in a great 
measure by himself, but in the long run it is the Company which gives the whole tone 
and character to the acts of the Government. The President and Board of Commis- 
sioners have by statute the amplest rights of control and interference ; but after all it is 
in the Company and its servants only that there is an intimate and familiar know- 
ledge of Indian affairs, and an uninterrupted and continual bias of them, tliey present 
medium through which it cannot always be possible to see distinctly. In short the 
Board of Commissioners and the Parliament have even now not so much of the reality 
as of the right and name of the sovereign powers, and if it were provided that the only 
Courts to which the Company’s servants are now amenable in India were to be 
subjected to the orders of the Governor-General in Council, I say that the Com- 
pany and their servants would at once be sovereigns in India in all but the name 
and the right, and sovereigns uncontrolled by law. It is with reluctance, but surely not 
without being called upon to do so, that I touch upon matters such as these. It certainly 
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is not from any ill-will nor prejudice agfainst the Company, nor those connected with it, 
to whom I am not insensible that botli India and England owe incalculable advantages, 
and to whom inasmuch as 1 believe upon a deliberate conviction that the existence of a 
political body corporate is necessary for the Government of India by England, I hope to 
see all their lawful powers of Government, vast as they are, continued and confirmed. 
The inaccurate and confused enactments and ordinances which have been noticed in the 
preceding part of this statement might bo set right with comparative ease, if they w’ere 
merely verbal, and not connected witli faulty arrangements and misunderstandings which 
lie deeper in the Indian system. There is an utter want of connection between the Supreme 
Court and the Provincial Courts, and the two sorts of legal process which are employed 
by them. Lamentable as it is that such a feeling should exist, the exercise of the'powers of 
the one system is viewed with jealousy by those who arc connected with the other ; every 
C’onrt in India is liable to be perplexed by the obligation which more or less is imposed 
upon all, of administering tliree or four different sorts of law to as many classes of per- 
sons. Tiiat which is before all other things desirable, and without which the root of these 
misehiefs never will be reached, is the obtaining a clear and steady view, and the establish- 
ing a general understanding of the just rights in relation to India and to each other, of the 
Parliament, the Crown, the Company, the British people, and the Indian people. It 
may savour of presumption to lay down Iho law in mat ters of such high importance ; but 
on the one hand I am satisfied that no twH) persons can talk about India without mis- 
apprehending each other if they ai'enot previously agreed as to these points; and on the 
other, I do not believe that there is so much of a positive and fixed difference of opinions 
respecting them, as there is of on indistinctness and fluctuation which a plain statement 
may remove sufficiently for my present purpose. The Parliament, I conceive, has the 
w hole right of legislation, excepting so much as it may have delegated, and even in that 
case it retains the right of revoking, modifying, revising, controlling and superintending. 
The eVown has the sovereignty, with which many dormant rights are connected, and the 
power of controlling and directing the executive government, and of making orders for 
every thing which is not otherwise provided for by the Parliament, or by the laws of the 
United Kingdom. At present the Crown appoints also the Judges of the only Courts to 
which British persons are generally amenable. The Company, to whose rights of pro- 
perty my present observations have no reference, are in possession throughout India of 
the whole executive powers of Government in subordination to the Crown, and upon a 
somewhat different footing from the rest of the particular powers in Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa, of collecting and managing the whole revenue, of administering justice amongst 
the Indian people, and of maintaining an army, and they have strong claims both of 
justice and expediency to the continuance of these powers in their hands, and those of 
their numerous officers and servants as long as it can be made to consist with the real 
interests of the British and Indian people, and with the rights of the Crown and Parlia- 
ment. The British people are entitled to all the benefit which, by the efforts of the 
Parliament, the Crown and the Company can be made to result to them from a mercan- 
tile and general intercourse with India ; it was for this object that the Company was 
created, it was only upon the ground of their exclusive privileges tending ultimately to 

this object, or in some other way to the common good of the nation, that &e grant of 
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them could at first have been maintained to be lawful. The Indian people have not any councils, 

real interest which is at variance with those I have mentioned ; no other calamity could • 

happen to them half so frightful as that the Rritish Government should terminate ; and gir c. E. Grey » 

good regulations would make a steady and gradual increase to an indefinite extent of the Minute. 

intercourse between India and England a blessing to both. If, indeed, vve were to take 

up the detestable doctrine, that India is valuable to England solely as it is capable of 

yielding a surplus revenue to be appropriated by the latter, it would bo plain enough that 

the interests of the two people arc at variance ; but if the object of the intercourse of the 

two nations be not to take money out of the pockets of one and put it into the pockets of 

another, but to interchange all good, whether physical or moral, which may be in the 

possession of either, and to obtain a wider area and more varied opportunities for the 

exercise, in right actions and to good purposes, of the faculties and energies of both, 

then there is but one interest, howsoever it may be obscured and hidden, and the paths to 

it may be crossed and perplexed by our imperfect intellects and fn^e-will. Of these 

rights and powers, the particular points to which my observations are directed arc those 

of legislation and the administration of justice. The legislative power belongs of right to 

the King in Parliament, but in fact is principally exercised by tlie Company ; for the 

regulations of tho Governor- General in Council are at present the efi’ectual legislation of 

India, and the Parliament, from an unavoidable ignorance of the infernal affairs of India, 

has had very little to do with tliose laws either before or after they were made. The 

wlude administration of justice was once on the point of falling info the hands of the 

Company, when an awkward attempt was made to take it for the Crown, which has ended 

in its being broken in two, and its being left in its present disjointed and inefficient form. 

To rectify this state of things, the first object seems to be, tliat each of these departments 
of government should be placed more distinctly under one head ; that something should 
be conccde<J to the Company on the ono hand, but that on the other the power of legisla- 
tion should be secured much more firmly and substantially to the Crowm and Parliament 
than it is at present. If tho Company should cease to be in India a commercial body, and 
become entirely a political organ of Government, I should see no objection against leaving 
to it all the ordinary administration of justice; but adequate securities must in that 
case be provided against any invasion of the right of making laws, by tho exercise 
in other hands of a right of interpreting tliem. I could approve of a change by 
which every Court in India of primary and original jurisdiction might become what 
is called a Company’s Court, if by means of a well constituted Court of Appeal 
it could be made tolerably certain that the laws should be administered in the s}urit 
in which they were made, and if by the help of a subordinate Legislative Council in 
India a real and effective revision of all Indian laws and regulations by the King in 
Parliament could bo kept in operation. In other words, to put the onlinary administra- 
tion of justice in India upon a good and durable footing, it seems to me that all the 
officers by whom it is to be conducted ought to bo appointed immediately by the Crown, 
or all by the Company, and that the latter is more practicable than the former ; but that 
to secure the right of making laws from being defeated by the mode of putting them in 
action, there ought to be a Court of general appeal in India, of wdiich it should be the 
main object to keep the two powers of making and of dispensing law in accordance and 

union 



MIOISLATIM:: 

Unl'NClLS, 

Sir C. E. Grey’s 
Minute. 


1156 FIFTH APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 

union with each other^ and that to enable the Parliament to be really the Legislature of 
India, there should be in India a Legislative Council, subordinate and responsible to the 
Parliament. Of these two great links of the political relations of India with the United 
Kingdom, the mode of establishing one has been under consideration in the earlier part 
of this paper. Of the Court of Appeal, I should say that all the Judges ought to be 
appointed by the Crow*n, but that a considerable portion of them, perhaps the majority, 
should be taken from amongst the Company's servants, and that the jurisdiction should be 
chiefly upon appeal from the Superior Provincial Courts, one of which should be esta- 
blished in Calcutta. Whether there shouhl be an entirely distinct system of Revenue 
Courts, whether the Court of Appeal should have a general super in tcridonce of the pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Courts by some shorter process than formal appeals, and 
whether it ought not to have an ori^iial penal jurisdiction over offences of a high nature, 
are matters which would require a more minute consideration than I can at present give 
to them. All the Provincial Courts and Courts of Circuit should have the power of 
administering law to British as well as to Indian persons, together with a general super- 
inteudeiice over the Zillah and inferior Courts within given districts. For the present it 
would not perhaps be necessary that the jurisdiction of the Zillah Courts should be 
altered, but upon this point I am not entitled, by a sufficient knowledge of the provinces, 
to sjjoak with any confidence. If regular and permanent circuits could not be at once 
establislied throughout all India, the existing circuits might be sufficient for a while, or 
in addition particular circuits might be appointed by the Provincial Courts, from time to 
time, with sufficient public notice; and the trials of actions commenced in the Provincial 
C’ourts might be so appointed in particular parts of the circuits as to prevent as much as 
possible the expense and trouble of bringing witnesses from a distance. If British persons 
were to be generally amenable to tlie Company’s Courts, those C’ourts must be made 
capable of administering justice according to the principles, at least, if not the exact rules 
of British law ; and for this purpose the Company would have to take into their service, 
or to educate a sufficient number of English lawyers, to afford the assistance of a Judge 
of at least one to each of the superior Provincial Courts. At first it would be necessary, 
as at present, that actions against Mahomedans, Hindus, or British persons, should be 
determined by Mahomcdaii, Hindu, or British law, according as the defendant might be 
of one or other of these classes ; but this is really so strange a practice that it must be 
put an end to soon, and in less than another period of twenty years, a well constituted 
Legislative Coubcil might make one code of municipal law, applying, with a few peculiar 
exceptions, to all persons in India. The laws of marriage and of succession to property, 
including the law of adoption, would perhaps be almost the only pennanent and insuper- 
able peculiarities ; and by requiring that in adoption, the intention of the adopting party 
should bo expressed in WTiting, this act might be put pretty much on the footing of other 
obligations and engagements. 

23. The Governor-General in Council has been so good as to give the Judges the 
opportunity also of expressing their sentiments respecting the free admission of all the 
subjects of the British Crown into India, with the liberty of purchasing and holding lands. 
This is a subject on which I feel that my opinions are not entitled to much consideration, 
and I have never applied myself to it in such a way as to bo able to go into the details. 

I have 
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1 have always apprehended it to be an inevitable consequence of a free trade, that the 
British merchants and ajjents must not only pass to and fro in the interior of the country, 
but that they must become connected witti the cultivation of the soil. This has, in fact, 
taken place to a considerable extent, and it seems to be now only a question of degree, 
not whether British persons shall hold lands at all, but to what extent, in what way, and 
under what regulations tliey shall hold them. Decided opinions are expressed by his 
Lordship the (juvernor- General in (\)uncil, and are known to ho also entertained by the 
Secretary in the territorial department, whose great abilities, experience and caution, 
and especially his intimate knowledge of the revenue system, give to his conclusions 
peculiar w’eight and value. 'J'hese have considerably diminished the apprehensions which 
I had been taught to feel of the consec|uences of any great and sudden iniiovatidu in this 
rcsp(?ct ; and there was no need of them to satisfy me that ‘^colonization,” wliich, in 
reference to India, and in the ordinary acceptation of the term, has alwTiys seenuMl to me 
to be sheer nonsense or something worse, i^ not what is thought of by the Govcrnnient. 
But there is no view' which I am able to take of (he subject in which it does not appear 
to be a matter of diflicnlty, and one which would require many and resolute arrange- 
niPiils to throw all doors open, and to let tliose come who might choose to come, and 
those buy who w'cro able to buy, could scarcely fail to pnaluce confusion, there 
would be a danger at least of many persons c<»miiig here without adequate means of pro- 
viding for themselves, under the mistaken notion, that their own labour or skill would 
suffice. Destitution in In<lia, is to an European a state of extreme wretchedness, and a 
wearisome but certain rood to premature death. The nati\es in many parts of India, 
though not so much in Bengal as elsewhere, would bo greatly annoyed by European 
settlers, e.speeially where the village system 2 ire\ails. English landholders might be 
expected to give a great deal of trouble to the nweinie department. The rigid system of 
the land revenue would probably be too strong for them ; but what opposition might 
they not excite against any increase nr alteration of the Sayer duties, or the imposition 
of other taxes, which in the course of lime will, in all likelihood, become necessary. An 
enthusiastic proprietor of a zemindary might make it a focus of missionary zeal, which 
would disturb a province. New Courts of Justice, and with increased powers, would be 
wanted. I should think that, if the experiment were to be tried, it had better he con- 
fined at first to this Presidency, and either to a large district round Calcutta, or to the 
immediate vicinities of the superior Provincial Courts, which arrangement neetl not pre- 
vent British persons from occupying indigo, coffee, and cotton factories in other places, in 
the same way as they now do. When 1 have been hxl into conjectures as to the future 
destinies of India, it has sometimes struck me, that a time might come when there would 
be an attempt to establish, to a certain extent, a landed aristocracy, by assignments of 
the land revenue of particular districts in which it has been permanently .settled, with 
such seignorial or magisterial rights as the Govcrnnient might be able and willing to 
annex to the grant. Whenever such assignments could be sold for more than twenty 
years* purdiase of the existing revenue, there would be a present gain to the Government, 
if the purchase money were to be applied in reflceming debt on which so much as five 
per cent, interest was payable ; and if the assignments were not to be made beyond the 
extent of the territorial debt, I do not see how any claims of property of the Company 
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upon the territorial revenues, whether real or erroneous, could be affected one way or 
the other. If such assi^inonts were to be made to persons who had been long in the 
Company's service in India, or to other persons well selected, there would not be much 
risk ill lotting other British persons purchase or farm lands under them. For a consider- 
able period it might perhaps be desirable, that those grants should not be inheritable, 
but that although they should be of the entirety, yet a condidon should be annexed for 
the sale by the executor or administrator within a year after the death of the grantee ; 
certain conditions of residence in India might also be imposed, 

24. In consequence of the dotormination respecting Penang, which is understood to 
have been made, it scorns to have become unnecessary to say anything on the papers 
which relate to it. I am sorry that I have not been able to compress my observations 
witliin narrower limits, but I will not conclude them without offering my sincere thanks 
to the Governor-General in Council, for the commiinicatiuii which has been made to 
the Jinlges with so mneh candour, and so much in a spirit of confidence, nor without 
expressing an earnest hope, that it may not he thought any undue advantage has been 
taken of this liberality, but more especially that in the vindication of the Court, which 1 
have felt myself (‘.ailed upon to make, there is nothing wdiich can tend to interrupt or 
impair the good-will which has hitherto subsisted between the Judges and the members 
of the Government, for all of whom I beg leave to assure them, that I entertain a cordial 
esteem and perfect respect. 

Garden Reach, Calcutta, (Signed) Charles Edward Grey. 

2 October 1821). 


No. 21. 

MINUTE by the Hon. Sir J. Franks ; dated 2.‘1 Sept. 1821). 

Right Hon. Lord, and Hon. Sirs : 

In reply to your letter of the 14th July last, addressed to the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William, in which you w'ere plea.sed to propose to their con- 
sideration, that the Members of the Supreme Government and the Members of the 
Supreme Court of Calcutta should be constituted a Legislative Council, with power to 
enact laws for the guidance of the several Courts established by the King within the terri- 
tories of the East-India Company, and for the regulation of the rights and obligations 
of all powers subject to their authority; and in which you expressed your desire that, 
should our sentiments concur with those entertained by you as to the expediency and 
necessity of enlarging the legislative powers of Government, we should state the conclu- 
sions to which a consideration of the subject might lead us in regard to the mode in 
which such powers could best be exercised, and the limitations to which the exercise of 
them could best be subjected. 1 have the honour to submit to you the sentiments an 
attentive consideration of the subject of your letter has induced me to form» 

Three questions arise upon that proposal : 

Ist. Whetlier the Members of the Supreme Government and of the Supreme Court 

should 
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should bo constituted a Legislative Council fur the purposes mentioned in your 
letter. 

2d. As to the mode such powers could best be exercised. 

3d. As to the limitations to which the exercise of those powers could bo best sub' 
jected. 

And to enable me the better to explain the grounds of the opinion I have formed upon 
these (questions, I, 

1st. Shall recur briefly to the powers given by the Governor- General of this Presi- 
dency in Council ; 

'id. To the sources whence those powers arc derived ; 

3d. State over whom, and with reference to what constitutions and coeles of laws those 
powers are exercised, and the coasequent difficulty in the station of (fO\ernor-(j<*iipral 
in Council, from the imperfect constitution of the Council. 

1st. The powers of the (Joveriior- General and Council, arc those of a govermnont to 
make laws, rules and regulations, political and civil, within the (.’onipaiiy’s territorie*? in 
India (subject to such restriction as is provided by the statute 13 Geo. 111. e. f»3, s. 30) ; 
and as time and occasion may require, to modify and administer those laws, rules aiul 
regulations for the public good. 

2d. They derive those powers partly incident to the higli offices they hold by appoint- 
ment of the Honourable the East-lndia Company, whose powers are derived to them 
from grants and charters of the Crown, and enactments of the liegislatiire of Cfreat 
Britain, that confirm and enlarge the powers of the CV>mpaiiy. 

IGG\). — 1 refer first to the grant of the island of Bombay to the Kast-Tndia Company in 
the year lfiG9, (before that time incorporated), to them and their successors. By that 
grant the General Court of Proprietors, or the Governor and Committee of .said C*om- 
pany, are empoivered to make laws and constitutions for the government of said island 
and its inhabitants ; and to impose fines and punishments not extending to take away 
life or member, so that the punishment should not be repugnant, but as near as may be 
agreeable to the law of England ; and a proviso was made thereby, that the East-lndia 
Company should enjoy the several powers granted thereby in all other ports, islands, 
territories and places they should acquire within the limits of their Charter. 

I do not advert to Charters granted to the United Company between the time the 
grant of that Charter of 1609, and the year 1773, because by the statute 13 Geo. 111. 

‘ c. 68, and 53 Geo. HI. c. 155, s. 1, the whole Civil and Military Government of the 
Presidency of Fort William, and of all the territoriJ" acquisitions and revenues in the 
kingdom of Bengal, Bcliar and Orissa, were thereby vested in and continued to the 
United Company, during such time as the territorial acquisitions should be vested in 
them. 

A particular provision had been made by the statute 13 Geo. III. c. 63, s. 36, already 
referred to^ whei'eby the Governor-General and Council may make such rules, ordinances 
and regulations as shall appear just for the government of the Company's settlement at 
Fort William, and the factories subordinate thereto, such rules, &c not to bo repugnant 
to the laws of England, nor to be valid until registered and published in the Supreme 
Court. 

The 
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The powers thereby given are recognized and continued by the stat. 53 Geo. III. c. 155, 
s. 98, by which power was given to the Governments of this and other Presidencies of 
India, respectively to impose duties of customs and other taxes upon all persons resident 
or being therein j upon all property therein^ and also upon such other persons and pro- 
perty as are meiiiioned in and subject, as in that section. 

'I'he yUth section gives power to the Governor-General in Council to impose fines for 
enforcing payment of such customs or taxes. 

'rhese are the sources from whence the powers of the Governor- General in Council of 
the Presidency arc derived. It is not necessary to refer to those of the other Presidencies. 

3d. The Governor- General in Council exercises these powers over British subjects, 
the native subjects of India, Mahoinedans and Hindoos, and other persons bom or resi- 
dent in India, of whatever other religious sect or persuasion. 

It is not necessary to observe here upon the restricted interpretation given to the words 

British subjects." But it appears to mo that a legitimate distribution of the people of 
the Company's territory will be found by classing them thus ; iiatural-born subjects of 
the king, subjects of the king, and aliens. 

British subjects are to be governed according to the laws of England, and so far as 
applicable to or modified for the benefit of that portion of his Majesty’s subjects in India, 
Mahoinedans and Hindoos, according to their respective laws and institutions, and all 
others not MahomtHlaiis or Hindoos, according to the law of their dotnicilo ; to that law 
eaeJi owes at least a temporary allegiance, and from it is entitled to protection. 

It is a rule of law that statutes enacted upon the same subject ought to be construed 
together and taken as one code, and thus the spirit with which one law within a code has 
been enacted, may become a direction by which to interpret iliffereiit parts of the whole. 

Erom hence it may appear that the difficulties of the (jovernor-General and Council, 
from the various other duties of his and their stations, as well as those imposed by such 
(taiises, are great. I'hey have to perform with those that require the care of an empire, 
the application of principles of natural justice to the purposes of municipal laws, to 
perform at the same time the duties of legislators and lawyers, and to do so amongst a 
people diflering from each other in language, religion and laws. 

The case mentioned in your letter, as referreil by the Supreme Court to His Majesty 
in Council, is one that sfiows inconvenience has been felt from an imperfect slate of the 
law, and the want of sufficient power within this Presidency to reform and amend it as 
exigency may require. 

A case had occurred some time before that, in which a person who had received a 
wound within tlie district and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, afterwards 
and within a year after he had received that wound, died at the general hospital without 
the jurisdiction. I’hat case was brought before the Supreme Court, and was referred to 
his Majesty in Council, for this reason, by the common law of England, a Grand Jury 
is sworn to inquire only for the body of the county, and if a man tiad been wounded in 
one county and died in another, it was doubted whether the offender was indictable in 
either Court at common law, because no complete act of felony was committed in either 
of thorn. By stat. 2 and 3 Edward VI., the Justices or Coroners of the county where the 
party died shall proceed as if the stroke had been in the county where the party died. 

Your 
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Your Lordship and the Members of Council would not have doubted that tlie terms in 
which that statute were expressed, and the less so, with reference to the time of its 
enactment, were such as to prevent its beiiig^ applicable to this district by any construc- 
tion ; and that as a case that required an extension of the law in like matters to this 
district, it was proper to refer it to his gracious Majesty in Council. 

To siicii inconveniences may be added those that had arisen and may occur because of 
Uie state of the law as to registration of such rules, ordinances and regulations as come 
within the provisions of the statute 1:3 Geo. III. c. 63, s. .‘30, or are referable to it. 
Rules, ordinances and regulations made by the Governor-General in C^ouucil, by autho- 
rity of that section, “for the good order and civil government of the United Company's 
settlement at Tort William, and other factories thereto subordinate or U) be subordinate,** 
may after registration be laws to bind the population of countries so extensive, at least 
as to British subjects, yet there are not any words, save tliQ uords “Factories/* to 
contine the authority of siicli laws to them. But what may be the construction given to 
those words or that section? It admits the making rules, ordinances and regulations that 
require the assent of the Governor-Geucral in Council, and registration by the Supreme 
(*oiirt before they become law', although under circtiinstances that preclude the Judges 
from knowing the reasons of their eiiuctiiieiit, or the G o\ ernoi -G cneral in Council from 
knowing, before registration or rejection of them, the reasons or causes of registration or 
rejection of (liein by the Supreme Court. 

I'husarule, ordinance or regulation, well conceived for its general objects, maybe 
rejected, because of some particjular clause ri‘pugnant to the law of England, the merits 
of the ride, ordinance or regulation unknown to the Judges of the Supreme C*ourt, and 
the cause ot* rejection not known lo the (ioveriior-(jeneral in Council until the moment 
registration was refused. 

It is dithculr., if possible, for Government to anticipate, by theoretic views, what laws 
may be wauled for good order amongst a people; those the results of experience are 
likely to be best, yet they arc to be proved by trial, and either to keep pace with the 
changes of time or to bo left absolute. Thus aiiieiidiueiits become necessary, yet arc 
unavailing because of the distance of the Legislature of Great Britain from you, so that 
wants are iniperfcclly eoniiiiunicated, and cannot receive perfect redress. 

Whereas, if the rules, ordinances and regulations necessary for government should be 
proposed and discussed previous to the promulgation of them in the presence of the 
Government and the Judges, the motives, reasons and ends of rules, ordinances and 
rc^ilatioiis could be considered by them all before obtruded into law, ami ends beneficial 
to justice might bo accomplished, with a concurrence in duty desirable to all, by moans 
not repugnant to the laws of l^inglaiid. 

My Lord and Geatlcmen, I have considered your proposal with reference to the classes 
of society, and comparative numbers amongst whuiii we are placed, without anticipating 
what a progressive state of society may suggest to your consideration at a future time, 
and after a most attentive consideration of that proposal, have the honour to express to 
you that I am convinced good efTocts would follow from the adoption of it. 

2d. The second question arising upon your letter is, in regard to the mode such power 
could be best exercised ; and it appears to me ihose powers could be best exercised by 
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constituting the Judges of the Supreme Court Members of the Council of this Presidency, 
together with the Governor- General and Members of Council, to bo with powers equal to 
them for the purposes only of making laws, ordinances, rules and regulations for the 
government of the people of all classes within this Presidency, in matters civil and criminal, 
provided such powers should not be construed so as to render null any law of Kiigland or 
(irreat Britain now in force in this Presidency. 

3d. As to the limitations to which the exercise of those powers could be best subjected. 

That no rule, ordinance or regulation should be made for the purpose of altering, 
amending or repealing any law or regulation for any such purpose, until notice had been 
previously given by order of the (lovernor-Genoral, or the order of the principal acting 
Member of Council of such meeting, to hear, deliberate and decide up(»n the rule, &c. to 
be there proposed ; and that the like means for promulgation and registration of all laws, 
rules, ordinances and regulations now requisite by the statute 13 Geo. 111. e. 03, in 
certain, should be adopted in all ciises. 

In considering the limitation it would be necessary to contrast it with the extent of the 
power to be given, and for this purpose it might be thought advisable (o repeal the 7th 
section of the statute 13 Geo. III. c. 63. and 53 Geo. III. s. 1 , and 911, so far as relates to 
the powers to make laws, rules, ordinances or regulations, and pn)vide by an eiiac*tnient, that 
powers should be given to the Governor-General and Council, to be constituted as fully 
as had before been given by these sections or any preceding law, and so fully as to render 
their powers further suffident to the purposes and objects intended. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court may be placed in a situation of great responsibility, 
by taking part in making such laws, rules, ordinances or regulations as may be made; and 
I take the liberty to suggest, if they should bo appointed Members of the Council, it 
should be law'ful for thorn, or those of them who should attend any Council at which any 
law, rule or regulation of the Governor- General in Council should bo made, in which the 
majority of the Judges who had thereat attended have not concurred, to prewnt tlieir pro- 
test to the Governor- General in Council, in such protest stating their objections, and the 
reasons upon which they w'ere founded, to such rule, law*, &c., and that every such protest 
should bo forwarded to his Majesty in Council, and to the Honourable East-India 
Company, together with the nrle or regulation to which it referred. 

It may be objected to the adoption of your proposal, that it would effect an union of 
the legislative and judicial powers, such as writers upon the theories of laws would prevent. 
But with the utmost deference to their opinions, the union proposed is not such as they 
contemplated. That proposed is not an union of the entire legislative with the entire 
judicial ; that proposed would give partiripation in the legislative to the judicial, without 
giving judicial to the legislative ; a voice to the judicial, not a will to the legislative. 

The objection would not be applicable in any criminal case, because in such cases jurors 
are triers of facts. 

Cases, within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court at the civil side are tried by the 
Judges without the intervention of a jury. It may be thought (as to me appears) advi- 
sable to consider whether the trial on certain cases might not be by July ; aa in eaaev of 
libel, and breach of contract of marric^e or seduction ; and that there should be a dis- 
cretionary power to the Judges in other cases to order juries, triers, to be summonedE The 
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'Objection, even if it ought to avail at all at the civil side^ would thus be less of force ; 
but when it is recollected that every adjudication at the civil side, when the same exceeds 
1,0(X) pagodas, may be reviewed by an appellate tribunal, it will appear the judicial power 
ill this Presidency i.s different from what those writers had in contemplation. 

My Lord and GentlcuMUi, I here conclude, in reply to your letter of the 14fh July last, 
most respectfully reipiosling that I may be excused by you for the length to which my 
letter has gone, as it proceeded from a desire to lay before you the grounds of the senti- 
ments I have submitted to you. 

Several documents have been handed to mo by the ('hief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, since 1 received and while writing my reply to your letter. 1 shall now proceed to 
advert to them. 

The first of these dociunents is a Minute, dated the ITith April 1>^29, signed by the 
Hon. Sir Charles Metcalfe, Bart.; but as it contains, in a more ^ollden^cd manner, objec- 
tions contained ill the other documents, T .shall confiiio the observations I amabout to have 
the honour of .submitting to your Lordship and the Honourable Members of Council, to 
the slateiiieiils and order in that Minute. It suggests, for the reasons stated in the 
Minute, that it is necessary to det<‘rmiiie whether in matters of doubtful dispute the 
(iovernment or the Court of Judicature ought to be supreme. I would not venture to con- 
tend for, or maintain the affirmation of the propo.sition in either branch of it. It is for the 
Legislature of the United Kingdom of (ireat Britain and Ireland, in its wisdom, to con- 
sider whether the laws and institutions of England have not pre.scribed to the magistracy 
their respective duties in the gradations of society, and whether an observance of those 
duties must not prevent collision between them, by means not repugnant to the 
constitution. 

"id. That the extent of jurisdiction of his Majesty’s Court of Judicature should be 
accurately defined. 

By extent of jurisdiction of a Court, 1 mean such powxT as it may lawfully exercise over 
certain classes of people, within certain limits, by .settled process of law. 

The statutes intended to define the jurisdicti^m of the Supreme Court within this 
Presidency are, the 13 Geo. 111. c. (33, s. 14, the Charter of 1774 (in effect a statute), 
.ss. 2, 4, 13, 11, 15, 19, 22, 23, 2G, 27, qualified as to the 13th s. of the Charter by the 
provisions of the statute 21 Geo. 111. c. 70. s. 17. It is not so important to inquire 
whctlier doubt has existed, as whether it does exist in the construction of the.so statutes. 
If there does, surely it is better to define, declare and promulge the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court. It has jurisdiction, as a Court, civil, criminal, ecclesiastical and admi- 
ralty, ill distinct capacities. 

I shall refer to the institutions of its jurisdiction in this order, civil, criminal, and eccle- 
siastical ; each owes its origin to the statute 13 Geo. III. c. 63. It was enacted long 
after incorporation of the East-India Company, and after it acquired extensive territories 
in India, and after it had added to the number of his Majesty’s subjects who had come 
into India from his Majesty’s dominions in Europe, the population of native subjects con- 
tained iu those territories. It may therefore be supposed, that when the Legislature 
declared its intention, by the statute of 1773, the 13 Geo. III. to constitute a Supreme 
Court at Calcutta, as in the words of that statute, to have full power and authority to 
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exerci:^o and perform all civiU criminal, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction," it had in contem- 
plation, at least for purposes of prevention and punishment of crimes, other classes of 
his Majesty’s subjects within the territories then belon^in^ to his Majesty acquired to 
his dominions, besides his Majesty’s subjects purely British. My reasons for supposing 
it had, are, that taking these sections, the I3th and Mih of the 03 Geo. III., and 13th 
and U)th of the Charter together, they give civil jurisdiction, according to the English 
law% over British subjects^ within the town of Calcutta, factory of Fort William, limits 
thereof, and factories thereto subordinate, in Bengal, Bchar and Orissa, and criminal 
jurisdiction within the same limits, over those and all other subjects of his Majesty. 

The statute 21 Geo. III. c. 70, is more precise as to the limits of the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court; it provides that the Supreme C’ourt of tin’s PresidcMicy shall have 
power to hear and determine suits against all the inhabitants of (’aliMitta, saving to 
natives, as by that section, the right to have justice administered to tlieni according to 
tlieir o\ui laws. But 1 do not find, in that or any other section of the statute or charter, 
any limit to the jurisdiction given to the Supreme Court of this Presidency, as to the 
offences committed by any of his Majesty’s subjects in the factories of Fort V\ illiam, or 
factories siib(<r(linate thereto. 

The doubt left by these sections appears to have been because limits had not been fixed, 
or directed to bo fixed to factories. It is merely a matter of mensuration in one sense, in 
another a matter of policy, that ouglit now to determined, not by detnding what might 
have been intended, but what was most likely to conduce to the public welfare. 

Although the law has described the limits as to place, and the classes c)f persons who 
are to be subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme (\)urt of this Presidency, by con- 
struction of words that admit, to certain limits, the issue of its ])rucess ; no process of the 
Supreme Court of this Presidency can Lssiie unless signed by one of its Judges; process of 
the Supreme Court issues grounded upon an affidavit that the defeiidantF is liable to the 
jurisdiction of the Court, by what means, and of the cunsc of suit. 

By coiistnictioii given to the word “ inhabitant," not only residents in Calcutta, but 
also persons, natives, who have houses called family houses, or houses of business, 
wherein gomastahs, clerks or servants reside, have been and arc held to bo liable to ifs 
jurisdictiou and process. 

The word inhabitants was used in the 17th section of that statute in a clause that gave 
jurisdiction in such matters to the Supreme Court, and it became the duty of the Court 
to construe and apply that word, as it had been construed and applied in Englandt 

A {jersoii who having such a house and servants residing in it, although not a resident 
in it himself, must be supposed to have persons there whose duty it is to receive writings 
and orders left there for him, and processes of law served there, as well as any other 
writings or orders. 

The construction of tlie word inhabitants," has arisen in England at various times, 
and in many instances ; I shall mention one. By the statute 22 lien. VIIL c» 5, for 
Repair of Bridges, it is enacted, ** Tliat if the bridges shall be without the city or town 

corporate, the repair shall be made by the inhabitants of the shire or riding within 
** which the said bridges decayed shall happen to be." 

Lord Coke’s comment upon this statute, p. 702 of the same hook, is, the persona to 
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** be dbarged by this statute are comprehended under this only word [inhabitants], which 
** word is needful to be explained, being the largest word of this kind ; for although a 
man be dwelling in a house in a foreign county, riding, city or town corporate, yet if he 
hath lands or tenements in his possession or manurance in the county, riding, city or 
town corporate, he is an inhabitant, both where his person dwelleth, and where he hath 
lands or tenements in his own possession, within this statute." 

In the case of the Attorney-General r. Forster, 10 Vez. Rep. 339, comments upon 
various interpretations are given to the word inhabitants.** The Supremo Court 
appears to have construed it according to law, and the exigencies of time and place. 

It is now (as I conceive) understood by persons in that Court, the process of the 
Supreme Court may issue against British subjects and natives, actual inhabitants of 
Calcutta, by the statute ‘21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 17, subject to the provisions of the 
Charter, s. 13, and also against natives not actual inhabitants, if constructively liable to 
the jurisdiction of the Court for such causes as mentioned. 

The consequences found to follow from such constructive interpretation of the word 
** inhabitants,'* seem to me beneficial to the public, for the reasons I shall take liberty 
to offer. 

First, because persons who have such family houses, or houses of business, although 
they reside in remote parts of India, obtain and gain credit, and become debtors and 
creditors in Calcutta, because of such constructive inhabitancy. 

Second, because creditors who live in remote places may recover debts from persons 
vdio are inhabitants of Calcutta. Credit gives facility to trade, and in the relation of 
creditor and debtor, rights ought to be merely reciprocal as good policy admits. 

Third, because of the contingencies, length of time and expenses that intervene, may 
cause one who should be obliged to sue another in a remote part of India, because of a 
debt that other had contracted with liim in Calcutta. The evidence of his contract must 
be supposed to be where it was made ; and the expenses of bringing witnesses to a distant 
place a laige deduction from his demand. 

Fourth, because the instances that most frequently occur iu which such constructive 
interpretation has been given in the Supreme Court to the word inhabitants,** are 
those in which joint families, persons joint in trade, or the contract sued upon are the 
defendants, having family houses or of business, as banker or shroff, for such business ; 
and in case of joint contracts of any kind, made in or to be performed in Calcutta, if 
actual inhabitants of Calcutta, shall be those only liable to be sued there ; the plaintiff, 
with whom the contract was made, if not paid, must proceed by as many suits as there 
are separate jurisdictions of his joint debtors ; leaving as to the dcfeiiduiits’ rights to 
contribution each from the other, to pay the plaintiff, undetermined. 

3d par. of the Minute. I do not believe it was the intention of the Legislature that tlie 
Indian subjects of his Majesty should be amenable to two sets of Courts and two codes 
of laws ; nor do I think there is such double effect as stated in this paragraph. The 
Legislature appears to have given concurrent jurisdiction within Bengal, Behar and Orissa, 
to the Supreme Court, over certain subjects of suit, as by the 13th section of the Charter, 
and the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 17« as mentioned in these sections. The system of law is 
more perfect in England ; yet there the subject is amenable to several jurisdictions at 
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law, to thac of the Courts of King’s Bench, Commou Pleas and Exchequer ; iu equity, 
to those of the Court of Chancery and Exchequer at its equity side ; yet uo incon- 
veniiMice iias been found or complained of there for such cause ; uor can the subject in 
Kii^iciiid, or within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court here be liable^ in the same suit, 
to diderent Courts or tribunals ; because, according to principles of natural justice applied 
Lo our niuiiicipiil codes of law and equity, the pendency of a suit in a Court of competent 
jurisdiction would be cause to abate it, if made subject of suit in another. 

4. 1 know not of the occurrences alluded lo in this paragraph, save as traditions of past 
times. 

5. Tile native alluded to in this paragraph was arrested under process of the Supreme 
Court, issiicd » rounded upon an affidavit made by ti Mr. William Morton, of a debt, 
because of liability, su])posed from constructive inhabitancy. 

By the Cliarter of 1774, s. 15, if a person, or any person acting for him, sliall swear 
that his debtor is indebted lo him 100 rupees current, and is subject to tbe jurisdiction of 
the Su])reiiie Court, he thereby becomes entitled to obtain a writ of capiua to cause the 
person so indebted to be arrested and held to bail, for that or whatever larger sqm 
should be sworn to be due. The •iOtJi Rule of the Court is, that every such affidavit 
shall not only a\er that the defendant is subject to the jurisdiciion, but in what manner, 
ashy inliabitancy or other suHiceni cause. In the case alluded to, the aQida\ it stated 
the defendaiit was liable to the jurisdiction as an inhabitant of Calcutta. Similar writs 
are issued forth of the Courts of I^aw at Westmiiisler by the ofUcers of the Courts, but 
u<»t for so small sums. The Court here (Supreme C’ourt) does not allow a writ of 
capias to issue, sa\o upon allidavit that 400 rupees arc due ; the Court of Requests has 
jurisdictiou to that amount. 

The proceeding being to compel a defendant to appear, is from its nature ej; pariif» 
When a defendant has appeared, he may plead he is not subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Court, and the issue thereon is first tried ; or he may waive the former plea, and plead 
he is not in debt to the plaiiititT ; or plead both. And although the defendant should 
not plead to tlie jurisdiction, yet the plaintiff should pro\c liis allegation that the plaintiff 
is liable to the jurisdiction. So that the C’ourt cannot know how any of these facts arc 
before the trial of them. In the case of the native lately a servant of the King of Oude^ 
he took issue upon both averments ; and that of jurisdiction, first tried, was found for 
him. The decision of the Court, therefore, in eifect was, that they had not jurisdiction 
to try the case of that nature. 

He having so far succeeded, obtained an information (a proceeding for an offence 
charged) against the plaintiff, Mr* Morton, who had caused that arrest, and others hi# 
alleged associates for a conspiracy, to charge him, the native, with a debt, or have him 
thereupon arrested. In such a proceeding, malice is an integral part of the offence. But 
if tile prosecutor in the information was in fact indebted to the plaintiff in tbe action at 
the time of tlie arrest of the defendant in tlie action^ the charge of malice w:as answeredt 
Thus the question, whether debt due or not, incidentally arose. There was evidence to 
show the defendant was indebted at tbe time of the arrest to Mr. Morton, the plaintiff* 
Ho since then died. But until the question shall be tried (if it ever should) in a direct 
issue between those who represent him, and that native, it caimot be known the aU<^a4io9 
of the debt was false. The 
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6. The charge is general^ I know not to what it alluded ; no bond can authorize 
sekure of property as therein stated, unless judgment had previously been obtained upon 
it, and execution thereon issued, without statement of the facts, however a presumption 
ought to exist if there was a bond, and judgment upon it, either that a suit upon the 
bond was not defended or that judgment was had by consent, or possibly upon a verdict 
after trial of the merits. 

Opon paragraph I request permission to refer to tlu5 reply of Sir Charles Grey, 
Chief Justice of the Supremo Court, to the Minute upon which I at present have the 
honour to observe, for a statement of the case referred to in that Minnie. My rea.soiis 
are, he was the Judge who presided in the ordinary course of busines-s during the sessions 
for criminal business at which that ease was tried. 

Thecour.se of business* at the sessions for such purpose is, that all the Judges sit 
during the charge to the Grand Jury, of the Judge who pre.sides. s 

The other Judges retire after the preceding Judge has charged the Grand Jury, ami 
unless upon a trial upon a indictment for the crime of iiiunler, or some case that may 
require the attendance of all the Judges, thev do not meet again upon the aftairs of that 
sessions until they liave been concluded. 

Whereupon all the Judges meet in chamber, to hear the rcporls of the Judge who had 
presided, and decide upon the sentence that ought to be pronounced upon each |)erson 
who had been convicted before him during tlie preceding sessions. 

At the close of those se.ssions, the Chief Justice read his notes of that case to his 
brethren, and suggested to them to consider whether it nould not be right humbly to 
submit the facts of it to the consideration of his Ma jesty in Council, 

Tlio suggestion of the Cliief Justice was approved by his bretlircn. It appeared to 
them, that as doubts were spread as to the jurisdiction of the Court, and as grounds to 
sustain such doubts were to be found in the CJiartcr, it was belter to refer the case, with 
the respect due to that high tribunal, to the Court of Appeal from the decision of the 
Supreme Court, that by the authority of the adjudicutioii of a Court of ultimate resort, 
the law should be so declared as to prevent doubt upon such case in future. 

The case alluded to was thereupon signed by all the Judges, for the purpose of being 
humbly submitted to the adjudication of his Majesty in Ct)nncil ; and I most respectfully 
expressed my hope, that after the facts of that case shall have been referred to, they 
may appear sufficient to show, the Judges who so acted were under the imj)ression of a 
proper caution in the administration of justice, and not acting under the influence of a 
desire to extend the juri.sdictioii of the Supremo Court of this Presidency. I do not know 
to what the statement in the eighth paragraph alludes. A Court ofE(iuity, in the exercise 
of its jurisdiction, acts in j^ersonam, and, because of its jurisdiction over the person of a 
party to a suit, may have jurisdiction over property without the jurisdiction. The juris- 
diction over persons may bo (as has been shown), because of constructive residence. The 
statement in this paragraph, as to European Receivers, al1ude.s to matter not brought to 
the notice of the Court; I know not of them ; of the Receivers as appointed by the Court 
I shall make some observations in progress. 

The orders of Court are void as to persons not parties to suit, or served with its 
order. 
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I concur in the statement in the Minute^ that a clear definition of the extent of the 
Court’s jurisdiction, with respect to native subjects resident beyond Calcutta, is required. 
The sum of my reasons is, that when the statute 13 Geo. III. was enacted, the 
British subjects of his Majesty were but a few of them, and they strangers in the 
land.” 

They are described in terms that cannot be misapplied, when the words British 
subjects are used, in statute 13 Geo. III. c. 63, s. 14 ; but in that section the words 

subjects of his Majesty” aroused; so in the 13th section of the Charter of 1774. 

The 19th section of the Charter appears to me to have been intended to make all 
persons within the limits of Calcutta, factory of Fort William, and subordinate to it, 
amenable to the jurisdiction of the Court, as to offences* 

These sections are referable to tlie times in which they were*enaoted, and account for 
doubts that may exist as to classes of persons over whom the jurisdiction of the Court 
should extend ; but if tlie limits of the factories of Fort William, and thereto subordinate, 
should be marked out, and the construction put by the Court upon the word ^'inhabi* 
tants” acquiesced in, or it should be defined, I apprehend any questions that cause 
disquiet upon these topics would be set at rest. 

I had already had the honour of submitting to you what occurred to me upon the 
interpretation of that word, and the consequence that might follow from taking from the 
Supreme Court its jurisdiction over ** inhabitants” in a constructive sense, such as has been 
explained. 

The latter part of the 8th, and whole of the 9th, relate to Madras; the 10th, Utb 
and 12th paragraphs to Bombay, 

I beg leave to observe upon part of the 12th paragraph ; it applies to a supposed 
desire of the Court to extend its jurisdiction. I assure the honourable Baronet I have not 
been, nor do I believe my brethren have, or are desirous to extend its jurisdiction. The 
duties of their office place them in a situation that sometimes make their refusals of 
applications seem a denial of justice, and at other times subject their compliance, under 
circumstances that require it, to the censure of an encroachment of jurisdiction ; each case 
ought to be judged of by its facts and circumstances, and the Judges of the Court by 
what is apparent and probable. Their occupations are many and continued, in an ex- 
hausting climate ; and, conscious of their responsibility, they are more anxious to perform 
their duties than to extend their jurisdiction. 

To the considerations suggested Ist, 2d, paragraph 12, 1 have already submitted such 
observations as occurred to me. 

The observations that follow in paragraph 12, lead to a statement of the classes of 
persons subject to the jurisdiction: 

1. British subjects; 2, 3, 4 (front). 

It appears to me an accurate classification. 

But 1 take the liberty to say, it appears to me rather advisable than necessai; to give 
a distinct definition to the term inhabitant.” The law of England, and the interpi;e-! 
tation given to that word by the Supreme Court of Calcutta, leave it now without doubt. 
It has been applied by adju^cation to persons who reside out of Caloutta, however dis^t, 
if within the Company’s territories, and that the cause of their briiy held so liaUe is 

having 
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having houses and servants in their pay residing in them, within Calcutta. It thus 
becomes a question of expediency, whether the law is to remain as received by the Court, 
or altered as to constructive jurisdiction upon which it has acted. 

The Minute states that the law ought to be declared as to acts committed within the 
territories of Native Princes, 

The suggestion probably arises from the statute 33 Geo. III. c. 62, s. 66 ; I have not 
heard of the case alluded to. 

That statute must have been enacted for the vindication of Native Princes, and it may 
be approved, that their magistracy should concur in giving operation to it. Tlius, pro- 
vided that no arrest of a British subject, charged with an offence committed in the terri- 
tory of a Native Prince, should be lawful, unless the warrant for his arrest, lawfully 
issued forth of the Supreme Court, had been endorsed by a magistrate of compe- 
tent authority within the territory of such Prince, to authorise' an arrest for such an 
offence. 

The Minute states, that process of the Supreme Court ought to be executed by the 
local magistrates, and by the officers of the Supreme Court. 

Tlie process alluded to I take to bo that of sequestration, or effected by appointment 
of a Receiver. The effect of appointing either is the same as to the lands of the party. 
Such officers (for by appointment they become so far officers of the Court) are authorized 
by the orders that appoint them to receive the rents or other property liable bj the 
process of the party against whom it issues. 

The object of such process is to compel a party who has disobeyed the process, decree 
or order of the Court, to be obedient to it, or in cases of doubtful right appearing upon 
the answer of a defendant to a suit, to have the rents or other subject of the suit, where 
of nature to admit it, paid into the Accountaiit-Generars hands, and placed in bank to 
credit of the pending cause, in usumjm habuistU, 

Before appointment of such officer, the Court refers it to the Master to appoint a 
proper person, who gives security to perform the duties of it. In the Supreme Court an 
officer of the Court is, upon consent of parties, appointed Receiver ; but tlie party upon 
whose application a Receiver is appointed may nominate who he pleases, subject to such 
approbation. 

After the rents or property have been placed to the credit of the cause by such mean^, 
it becomes competent to parties in the cause, or persons who have prior right to the 
property seized, or subject to the Receiver, to apply to have their rights referred to the 
Master to be ascertained, and themselves paid. An order is thereupon made, that the 
Receiver shall account, and the report of the Master bringing before the Court the state 
of the funds, and right of the applicant, an order is accordingly made. If there should 
not be funds so applicable, the party who had applied is left, as before, not affected as to 
his right or remedy, by any order the Court had made. 

It is necessary the person who should receive money to be so applicable, should be 
daily liable to the orders of the Court, and to answer for a contempt of Court, in ease of 
diiobedience to any of them. 

Should officers or local magistrates of the Mofussil be appointed sequestrators^ or 
receivers, they would become thereby, ipso focto, officers of the Supreme Court in the 

causes 


LBOISLATIVF. 

COUNCILS, 

kv 

Sir J. Franks* 
Minute. 

ArrestR in territories 
of Native Princes. 


Receivrrfi. 



USOISLATIVE 

COUNCILS. 

&c. 

Sir J. Fnraki' 
Minute. 


llegistntion of De< 
crces in the Mofussil. 


Ak to principal juiih- 
diction, subjects partly 
Kiiropean, part Asia- 
tic, to be subject to 
British law j 
British subjects, as to 
civil, to the local ; 


Subject, liowevci, Ac. 


Siipieinc, to 1)0 a 
Court of Appeal. 


Bciictic to be ex- 
peeled. 


UTO FIFTH APPENDIX tw THIRD HEPOUT to mt 

causes in which they should be appointed, and subject to imprisonment for disobedience 
to its orders. If local magistrates or officers, not officers of the Court, were to act as 
sequestrators or- receivers, it would not have jurisdiction over them. 

The Chief Justice of the Court (lately) advised that decrees or orders, whereby 
lands in the Mofussil were to be made subject to receivers, should be regisjterod in the 
Native Court of the district whore the lands lay. The object was to give notice of the 
decree, and prevent surprise. To register the decree would give notice of its object. At 
to lands in the Mofussil, it coidd not be registered without consent of the Government, 
nor could the mere registration of it affect any prior right. 

I entirely concur in the recommendation of the Minute, that it would be better to place 
the class of subjects partly European, partly Asiatic, on the footing of British subjects as 
to the criminal jurisdiction ; it would be received by them most probably as a privilege. 

I concur in the opinion expressed in the Minute, that as to contracts beyond the local 
jurisdiction of his Majesty’s Courts in these provinces, British subjects ought to be sub- 
ject to the local jurisdiction ; and as to acts or contracts done or made, or lands situAte 
within the jurisdiction (limits of, I mean) of the Supremo Court, British subjects ought 
to be subject to the jurisdiction of that Court. I however beg leave to suggest, that the 
removal of the party into either jurisdiction ought to make him subject, as to debts and 
contracts, to the authority of its Courts, because credit is personal, and liability to debt 
or contract follows the person to whom it was confided. 

I have for some time thought, and have the honour also of expressing concurrence in 
the opinion expressed in the Minute, that the Supreme Court, constituted a Court of 
Appeal from tlic decrees of the higher Local Courts, might, under modifications, be pro- 
ductive of public benefit. Upon this subject, so important, it may bo thought advisable 
to consult the retired Judges, who now in England have much information and experi- 
ence as to the constitution of the Supreme and Local Courts in India. 

The benefit to the public I should expect from such a constitution of the Supreme 
Court, would be, that still preserving to his Majesty’s British subjects in India the right 
and administration of English law, a Court so constituted for such purposes would pro- 
mote inquiries in judicial proceedings according to English law of evidence, and attain 
greater uniformity of decision ; subsidiary alterations, as supposed by the Minute, might 
be expected to follow. 

Rules of evidence, in every state, are modes of inquiry into truth, and tend to that end 
most directly by the testimony of credible witnesses, and relevant documents. 

The rules of evidence of the laws of England are not voluminous, contideriqg the 
various jurisdictions and classes of .subjects to which they relate, its tenures, commerce, 
revenue, contmct.s, offences committed within its territories, and some even without them, 
iU Justices of Peace, and summary, as well as plenary authorities. The rules of evidence 
would be considered concise, if referred to each liead to which they might be lulled.. 
The rules of evidence of Mahomedan and Hindoo law are far behind where either lew 
prevails, sometimes giving credit to the gresiter number of witnesses, and eometi^i* 
rejecting them because of kindred. ^ 

T^e laws of succession to lands in different countries owe each their origin to shine 
pi^licukr cause, feudal or commercial. In India the laws of sdecsssion seto to 

been 
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been produced from suggestions of nature to provide for offsprings widow^ and kindreds 
and they prescribe rules for partition amongst them. 

The laws of contract of most countries have resemblance to each other^ to have been 
the result of like necessity, and progression of causes. 

Service and hire, buying and selling, loan and pledge, mortgage, &c., relations of con- 
tracting parties, that each suggest a necessity of duty, arc common to the laws of Eng- 
land, Mahomedaus, and Hindoos. 

I apprehend the rule as to liability to jurisdiction of an oKocutor or administrator is, 
as supposed, to be the correct rule by the Minute ; that persons in such relation ought to 
be subject to the jurisdiction, because of such debts or contracts of the deceased, as they 
may as his representatives be held liable to perform such as plainly and necessarily arising 
out of, arc incidental to the inquiries to which such debts and contracts give rise, and 
none other, (Signed) John Fk.\nks. 


No. 22. 

MINUTE, by the llonourablo Sir E. Ryan, dated 2 October 1829. 

Right Hon. Loud and Hon. Siks : 

In reply to your letter of the 14th July 1829, I have the honour to communicate the 
opinion which I have formed on the expediency and necessity of enlarging the legislathc 
powers of Government, of the mode in ^>hich I conceive such powers can be best exer- 
cised, and the limitation to which the exei'clse of them should be subjected. 

I have not, however, felt it necessary to confine the expression of my opinions to the 
nature and construction of the proposed Legislative Council ; the papers which were 
under the consideration of Government, and which accompanied their letter, have 
induced me to enter into other matters connected with the administration of justice in 
India, and to explain some instances in which the Court is supposed to have exceeded its 
jurisdiction, and as to which, it appears to me, much mistake and misapprehension has 
existed in the minds of some of the Members of Government. 

I have found it most convenient to arrange what I have to offer on these subjects 
undi^r the following heads : 

L llie inconveniences and evils attendant upon the present imperfectly defined juris- 
diction of the King's Courts in India. « 

II, The alterations in the judicial system of India which a free admission of Europeans 
would render necessary. 

HI. The expediency and necessity of enlarging the legislative powers of Government. 

1 . 

Upon many of the questions relating to the jurisdiction of the King's Courts in India 
it would not have occurred to me to make any observations, had they not been presented 
to my notice by the papers which accompanied the letter, and particularly by the 
Minute of Sir Charles Metcalfe. I feel, however, that it is desirable that the Judges 
should give the fullest explanation in their power of the views they take of what has 
appeared so objectionable in the supposed assumption of jurisdiction. 
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1. A recent appointment by the Supreme Court of a Receiver to collect the rent of 
land in the Mofussil, which had been apportioned under a decree of partition, aj^ears 
to have led to the consideration of the general question, whether the Supreme Court has 
jurisdiction over immoveable property in the interior of the country in all cases in which 
the possessor or owner is personally subject to its jurisdiction. 

Many supposed cases of evil likely to arise from the exercise of such a power have 
been stated, and there appears to be a general opinion entertained by the Members of 
Government, that neither the Charters nor Acts of Parliament confer on this Court the 
power which it has assumed over land in the provinces. 

That there is little or no reason to apprehend that any great practical evil has as yet 
arisen, may be safely inferred from no instance of the kind having been mentioned, 
although the Court has exercised this jurisdiction from its first establishment. The 
Minutes of Mr. W. II. Macnaghten and Mr. Hogg have satisfactorily shown that neither 
the revenues of the state or the occupiers of the land arc in any way prejudiced, and that 
the fears which are entertained are chiefly founded on mistaken notions of the control 
which the Court exercises over the Collectors and occupiers of land. But without stop- 
ping to consider evils that have not arisen, and which, if likely to occur, might easily be 
avoided, with the assistance which I am sure this Court would receive from the Local 
Government, I proceed to the more general question, whether the Court has exceeded its 
jurisdiction. 

The I3th section of the Charter of 1774 gives the Supreme Court power and jurisdic- 
tion to determine all actions and suits of what nature or kind soever, &c., or any rights, 
titles, claims or demands of, in -or to any houses, lands or other things, real or personal, 
in the several provinces or districts of Bengal, Bi har and Orissa, or touching the pos- 
session or any interest or lien in or upon the same, and all pleas, real, personal or mixt." 
It then goes on to specify the persons against whom such suits or actions may be main- 
tained, The 14th section empowers the Court to give judgment between the parties to 
such suits. The 15th section authorizes the Court to issue writs of execution to the 
Sheritf, comniandirig him to '' seize and deliver the possession of houses, lands or other 
things recovered in and by such judgment, or to levy any sum of money which shall be 
so recovered, by seizing and selling so much of the houses, lauds, debts or other effects, 
real and personal, cjf the party against whom such writ shall be awarded, as will be suffi- 
cient to answer and satisfy the said judgment, or to take and imprison the body of Such 
party or parties until he or they shall make satisfaction, or do both, as the case 
requires.” 

From the express words of the Charter, from the constant usage of the Court, from a 
similar construction having been put on the Charters at Bombay and Madras by the 
Judges of those places, from the absurdity which would follow in giving the creditor the 
right to imprison his debtor, but not to take his property, I cannot entertain a doubt that 
this Court has, and that it would be an anomaly if it had not, jurisdiction over immoveable 
property in the provinces, in all cases in which the person interested in such property is 
personally subject to its jurisdiction. ' I must confess it is with some surprise that I find 
such strong statements of the Court's interference with landed property in the provinces 
beiug an encroachment not contemplated by tlie I^slature or the Charter, 

Government 
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Government has so long been in the possession of the views of those on whose opinions 
they would naturally rely in matters of this nature. The Advocate- General at this Pre- 
sidency in 1805, Mr. Robert Smith, says, It is perfectly clear that property throughout 
these provinces is liable to the process of the Supremo Court, wherever the proprietor is 
subject to its jurisdiction.” « It is equally clear,” (ho adds) upon the most acknow- 
ledged principles, that in cases of dispute whether the proprietor be or be not subject to 
its jurisdiction, or whether property attached by its process be or bo not subject to its 
jurisdiction, or be or be not the property of a given person, these questions of fact must 
necessarily bo tried before the Supremo Court itself; that the only way of contesting 
them directly, and procuring them to be countermanded or annulled, is by an application 
to that authority ; and that a forcible resistance ought to be prevented as a breach of the 
peace.” In 1818, Mr. Macklin, Advocate-General at Bombay, and Mr. Spankie, filling 
the like office at this Presidency, gave opinions to the same efiect.' 

Doubts having arisen at Madras as to the exercise of this power ; 

The Court of Directors in 1823 took the opinion of their Standing Counsel, Mr. Ser- 
jeant Bosanquet, who says, there can, I apprehend, be no doubt that the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court does extend to the attachment and sale of property belonging 
to persons subject to its jurisdiction, wherever situated.” 

2. Another instance in which the Court is siipposed to have exceeded its jurisdiction is 
in the extended construction it has put on the w^ord Inhabitant.*^ As a practical 
instance of the evils arising from such an extended meaning of this word, the case of 
Morton V. Mehdy Ally Khan is alluded to in the Minute of Sir Charles Metcalfe ; this 
cause was tried since I have had the honour of a seat in the Supreme Court. 

The jurisdiction was successfully contested by the defendant, and ho was decided not 
to be an inhabitant of Calcutta, because it was not satisfactorily shown to the Court 
tliat he occupied, by his servants or gomastahs, a house in Calcutta, in which his servants 
or gomastahs carried on business on his account. There was conflicting testimony as to these 
facts ; some evidence was given of the existence of the debt which the plaintiff claimed ; 
but that question was not entered into fully, it being iinnecesary to proceed farther after 
the Court had decided the defendant not to be subject to its jurisdiction. The defendant 
did reside at a consirlerablo distance from Calcutta ; but it has not, to my knowledge, 
ever been shown that the debt, on which an attempt was made to arrest the defendant, 
was not legally due. I am free to admit that this Court has powers whi^li w^ere not 
expected at first to have so wide a range ; and when, in rare instances, they are called 
into action at vast distances, that they may be at once ineffectual and inconvenient;” 
but this objection the Court has not the power to remedy. It may seem an outrage to 
common sense to call one a constructive inhabitant of Calcutta who has never been within 
many hundred miles of the place but it certainly is no new doctrine invented by the 
Judges of the Courts of India for the purpose of extending their jurisdiction : for in my • 
Lord Coke’s time it was decided, that a man living in Cornwall may, to many purposes, 
bo an inhabitant of London ; and that leaniod person held, that for the purpose of con- 
tributing to county rates, under the statute of Bridge, occupiers of lands, though wholly 
residing in a foreign country, are assessable as inhabitants. 

The most distinguished lawyers of modern times have sanctioned these opinions. Lord 

7 O Eldon 
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Eldon says, this word is capable of a larger or more limited interpretation ; the con- 
struction is always to be made with reference to the nature of the subject." That 
inhabitancy might refer to residence, or it might lie wholly independent of it." The 
word inhabitant (says Lord Tenterden, the present Chief Justice of the King’s Bench), 
like many other w^ords in our own and other languages, varies in its import, according to 
the subject to which it is applied." * 

Sir Charles Metcalfe thinks, that persons residing elsewhere, who formerly have 
resided witliin the local limits, must bo amenable for acts committed during their resi- 
dence within the limits, but ought not to be so for acts committed within the jurisdiction 
of the Provincial Courts, or elsewhere beyond the local limits of the Royal Court’s 
jurisdiction." The charters of the Mayor’s Court of 17^f> and 1753, expressly provided 
that persons resident at the time the cause of action accrued, as well as those who are 
resident when it is commenced, should bo subject to the Court’s jurisdiction. Natives 
who liave traded in C’alcutta, and have afterwards absconded, have been held subject to 
the Court’s jurisdiction for contracts entered into during their residence. This would be 
conformable to Sir Charles Metcalfe’s views, and also to the express provisions of the 
charters of the Mayor’s Court ; and yet this ecpially deserves the name of legal hocus 
pocus, or legal legerdemain, witli other cases of constructive inhabitancy ; for the party 
is no longer resident within the assigned limits, and cannot therefore, in the common 
nieanliig of the term, be called an inhabitant. But this, which Mr. Serjeant Bosiinquet 
states, in the opinion to which I have before alluded, to be a very reasonable ground 
of jurisdiction," I admit is very different from the case of a person like Mehdy Ally 
Khan, who had never been in Calcutta in his life. 1 will not enter upon u legal argument 
to show that the Court is borne out by authority and principle in tlio interpretation tliat 
it has given to this word, when it includes in its meaning persons who may never have 
been within the l(K’al limits of Calcutta. ** Actions (as Mr. Serjeant Spankie observes, 
in an opinion given to Government) against shroffs at Benares, Patna, &c., who have 
koties in Calcutta, managed by the gomastah, though the principals never were in 
Calcutta in their lives, occur daily, and such circumstances have ever been considered a 
settled ground of juris<lictiou as inhabitancy." But leaving the question of technical law, 
which appears to be so unintelligible, would it be equitable or just, as Mr. W. II. Mac- 
naghtoii observes, ** to allow a man to enter into all kinds of commercial engagements, 
and to exempt his property from the liability to which ho has subjected it, simply 
because he does not happen to be in the same spot where the contract may have been 
entered into ?” Must the creditor leave the spot where the evidence of the contract is> 
and follow tlie person of his debtor from zillah to zillah ; or if his property (as with 
native bankers is constantly the case) is situated in different districts, subject to different 
Courts, must the creditor employ vackeels or agents to sue in each, and be subject to all 
the vexation and annoyance of a multiplicity of suits, instead of one ; and if he happens 
to be a British subject not allowed by the law, as it at present exists, to stir without 
license farther than ten miles from the Presidency, may he not be wholly unable to select 
agents in whom he can confide in such Courts ? It is to be feared the best that can be 
selected not unfrequently listen to the proposals of the opposite party, and neglect tho 
interests of their client. I am sure that no restriction would be imposed on the British 

subject 
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subject seeking his debtor in the provinces ; but when the Judges wore called upon to (•ou^c•l^s, 
coastrue the charters and statutes which give the Court jurisdiction^ the intention of the 
whole must bo taken^ and such inconveniences and evils could not be overlooked. "It sir E. lljan s 
may be said (Sir Edward East observes), that the creditors have a remedy in the Provin- Miiuito. 
cial Courts ; but such is the state of business in those Courts, the uncertainty of the 
system of law, and the delay and vexation of a protracted attendance, that many persons 
prefer to abandon their just demands rather than pursue them there; an evil that must 
naturally increase with the increasing population of the Indo-Hritish dominions, and is 
much aggravated by the accumulated arrears of those Courts.” I feel confident the only 
safe construction of the term " inhabilant" is that which the Court, in the instance com- 
plained of, has adopted, and that any other would have led to much fraud and 
injustice. • 

3. Another instance of extended encroachment, on the part of the Court, mentioned 
by Sir Charles Metcalfe, is the case of Khoda Hhuksh and others. I forbear entering 
into this question here, because the Judges have put the Government in possession of 
fheir views of this case, and of the important questions which arise out of it ; from 
which 1 am sure Sir Charles Metcalfe will perceive that he was somewhat premature 
and ungiuirded in easting imputations upon the Judges of so grave a character, founded, 
as it would now appear, upon information altogether erroneous. 

3. It is thought objectionable that natives (not otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Supremo Courts), who apply for probates of wills and letters of administration in 
order to authenticate their title to property, have in consequence of such acts been held 
liable to the (%)urt’s jurisdiction. A case of this kind, which occurred at Madras some 
time since, is nicntioiied by Sir Charles Metcalfe. 

It is not my intention to enter into the facts of that case ; but as the Court here, to a 
limited extent, lias assumed a similar jurisdiction, it is necessary to state the view I take 
of this question. This Court has for sonic time held, that all natives obtaining probates of 
wills or letters of administration, though not inhabitants of Calcutta, or otherwise subject 
to the C Court's jurisdiction, make ihciiisclves by such acts liable to all suits and 
a(;tions relating to the property of the deceased testator or intestate : that they are 
generally amenable to the Court’s jurisdiction, has, I believe, never yet been held in this 
Presidency. 

A practice has certainly prevailed for some time of granting letters of administration 
or probates of wills to natives; but the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
and the right to grant probates or letters of administration, is in terms expressly confined 
to " British subjects.” It is probable that this practice has become prevalent, owing to 
the refusal of Government to pay money without the representatives of deceased Hindoos 
or Mussulmen can thus authenticate their title. In a late instance,” says Sir Edward 
East, where the Government had reasonably refused to pay money to one who claimed 
to be the representative of a deceased Hindoo entitled to it, without assurance of his 
representative character, I could devise no better method, in justice to both parties, than 
to admit him, at his own request, to deposit the will as in registry with the registrar of 
the Supreme Court, on the ecclesiastical side, and to administer a voluntary oath, at the 
Hindoo executor*s request, verifying the will and his own representative character. But 
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COUNCILS^ by way of precaution, and that no person might be induced by it to attribute a greater 
authority than belonged to such an act, I directed the registrar to draw up the verification 
Sir E. Ryan*8 in writing, which was to be given to the party by way of memorial of his claim, as having 

Minute. been made voluntarily^ and noting that the will was not registered^ but voluntarily 

deposited as a r^stry.” 

The Court having no power to grant probates or letters of administration to deceased 
Hindoos or Mussulmen, although the party applying may be a native inhabitant of Cal- 
cutta, and it having been uniformly held that no such authority is necessary to establish 
the title of parties who sue in the Supreme Court as the representatives of such persons, 
I am unable, although I speak with the greatest respect and deference to my learned 
brethren, who are of a different opinion, to see how an extra-judicial proceeding on the 
•part of the Court totally unwarranted and unauthorized, can make persons subject to 
its jurisdiction, although such proceeding may be at the request of the party who is 
thereby held to render himself amenable. 

This view of the law was formerly taken by the Supreme Court at Madras in 1815. 
The Court then held that the taking out of probate of a will by a native, not an inhabi- 
tant of Madras, did not make him subject to its jurisdiction, even with reference to 
matters relating to the will ; and the Judges also thought it wrong to grant probate 
where it could not punish a party guilty of peijury in obtaining it, nor call him to 
account for a mal or mistaken administration of his trust. According to the opinion 
I have formed of this exercise of jurisdiction, I am bound to say that the Court has 
exceeded its powers, and that the observations of Sir Charles Metcalfe are in this case 
well founded. 

,5. It is not my intention to enter into any explanation of the objections which arc con- 
tained.. in the Minute of Sir Charles Metcalfe to certain proceedings of the Courts at 
Madras and Bombay. I feel that it would be more respectful to the learned persons who 
preside over those Courts that I should abstain from reviewing their proceeding, with 
which indeed I am not sufficiently acquainted to speak with accuracy. 

From similar motives I abstain from making any observation on the papers relating to 
the Recorder’s Court at Penang, particularly as it seems not improbable that the pro- 
ceedings of that Court may become the subject of inquiry in England. 

6. As a remedy for evils which may arise from the Supreme Courts in India assuming 
a jurisdiction which the Government may think they do not possess, it is proposed by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe that there should be vested in the Government the power of calling 
upon the Court to explain the grounds of its proceeding ; and if, notwithstanding any 
explanation tliey may receive, they remain convinced of the illegality of the supposed 
extension of the Court’s powers, they should have a right to appeal, and in a case which 
they may judge to be of sufficient importance, the power of arresting the progress of the 
encroachment pending the result of the appeal. 

For the first part of the suggestion, namely, that the Court should explain the grounds 
of its proceeding, there can be no reason for any legislative enactment ; it is the pracfaoe 
of all Judges in English Courts of Justice to explain the refuions on which their decision 
is founded. Iii the Supreme Court of this Presidency it is the custom of the Judges, 

where the parties have the power and are desirous of appealii^, to deliver, if requested, 

their 
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their judgments in writings in order that they may be transmitted to the higher tribunal 
if the parties think fit. That the Government should have the right to appeal, in any 
instance in which they thought the Court had exceeded its jurisdiction, would be a course 
to which the Judges could in no way object; on the contrary, it would be a satisfaction 
and relief to them to have all doubtful points settled by the highest tribunal ; but in 
civil proceedings the suitors might have interests with which the course proposed to be 
adopted might interfere, and as regards tliem this power would require to be exercised 
with some limitations and restrictions. The only part of the proposal which I think 
objectionable is, that the Government should have a discretionary power of suspending 
the functions of the Court whenever they may deem it expedient. To invest the autho- 
rities here with such a power would be contrary to all principles of English Government 
as exercised in the other colonial possessions of the Crown, and possessed only by the 
most despotic governments in the world. 

The necessity of the separation of the judicial and executive power is the common- 
place of all text writers on the English law and constitution, and I confess I can see 
nothing in the constitution and powers of the King's Courts in India, or in the circum- 
stances of the country in which we are placed, which could autliorize so dangerous an 
infringement of all first principles of British Government. That the jurisdiction of tlie 
King's Courts should be accurately defined, and that its powers should be restricted and 
limited in such way as the Legislature shall think most beneficial fur the interests of all 
concerned, is most desirable ; but the law having been fixed, it cannot be left in uncer- 
tainty as to who are to be the persons to interpret it : some set of persons must be 
assigned for tliat purpose. If the Judges appointed by the Crown are to be the inter- 
preters, their judgment must be final, until reversed by some tribunal empowered to 
review their decision. By the Cliarters of the Mayor’s Courts of and 17-33, the 
suitors of the Court in civil proceedings had the power of appealing to the Governor 
and Council, whose decision was final, if the subject matter in dispute did not exceed 
1,000 pagodas; but in case it exceeded that sum, the parties had a right to appeal from 
their decision to tlic King in Council. 

An attempt to introduce a similar provision was made by Mr. Sullivan in 1772, but 
his bill was thrown out, and tlie Act of Parliament passed which authorized the Crown to 
grant the present Charter, making the appeal direct to the King in Council, It is obvious 
therefore, tliat the Legislature at that time did not think it fitting that the decisions 
of the Supreme Court should be reviewed by the local Government, even in a legally 
constituted Court of Appeal, though Courts of this dascription, of which the Governor 
and Council are members, exist in most of the other colonies. If the Parliament .should 
vest ill persons here the power of making laws for all classes of his Alajesty's subjects, 
then indeed there would bo a ready and constitutional means of avoiding all difficulties 
that could arise from any interpretation being given to the laws which was thought inju- 
rious to the interests of the State ; and even without such a power, I do not mean to say 
that some great question of state necessity or expediency may not nuike it incumbent on 
the Government to interpose its authority, and to prevent the law taking its course ; but 
these emergencies are of rare occurrence, and are of course only to be justified by the 
particular circumstances of the case, as are like infringements of the law in England, for 
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^ the consequences of their act. 

Sir E. Ryan's T- Although I have attempted to explain some mistakes and misapprehensions which 1 
Minute. conceive to exist, as to the jurisdiction which the Court exercises, 1 am free to admit that, 
on several important points, our jurisdiction is involved in doubts, wliich have given rise 
to questions of a very embarrassing nature. 

Our letter of the 18th of May, addressed to the Secretary of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Aflairs of India, a copy of which was transmitted to the Governor-General 
in Council, will have explained, at some length, many of the difficulties which have 
occurred to the Judges on the interpretation they are culled upon to give to the Charter 
and Statutes, as regards the jurisdiction which we possess as a C*oiirt of Oyer and 
Terminer. 

The civil jurisdiction is not more accurately defined ; and, as instance of the difficulties 
in which we are placed, I could only refer to words of constant f)ecurrence in all the 
Charters and Acts of Parliament relating to this country, namely, “ British subjects,'^ 
which are supposed to have a distinct and definite meaning, well understood by all who 
have been concerned in the administration of justice in the Supreme C'ourtsof India, 'lliat 
the moaning is not so clearly ascertained, but is involved in great obscurity and perplexity, 
I need only refer to the statements in the letter to which I before alluded ; and, in further 
illustration, 1 would ask, arc the King's subjtx:ts born in his other colonial possessions to 
be included within the term British subject,'' so as to be liable to the Court’s civil 
jurisdiction? 

That the terra ** British subjects" is strictly applicable to this class of persons, there 
can be no doubt. Nemo potest cxucrc pair iam is a maxim of our law. The doctrine 
of allegiance is founded on a mutual compact between the Crown and the subject, and it 
cannot* be dissolved by cither without the concurrence of the other. Arc this class of 
persons, when resident in the provinces, to be subject to the jurisdiction of the Court, 
because they are born in other territorial possessions of the Oown ; and are native 
Christians to be excluded / In what condition,” says Sir Edward East, ** are native 
ChristiaiKs, if they bo not British subjects I They are native born, and cannot be debarred 
from colonizing in their native and only country. What is the law of inheritance, or 
succession, or marriage, out of the precincts of Calcutta ? Can the Hindoo or Maho- 
medan law be administered to them as Christians ? U iider what law are the illegitimate 
children of Britisli fathers to be governed ? What are the laws applicable to Portuguese, 
Armenian, and other native Christians in the Provinces?” That Christian Judges (Sir 
Charles Metcalfe observes) should try Hindoo prisoners according to Mahomedau law, 
seems sufiSciently absurd ; but that Christian Judges of British blood should try Christiaas 
of British extraction by Mahomedan law, seems, if possible, still more strange.” 

It is true that the law and legislative Government of every dominion equally afTects 
all persons and all property within its limits. Whoever purchases, lives or sues there, 
puts himself under the law of the place ; this rule is generally simple and plain in its 
application. The laws of a conquered country remain in full force until they are altered 
by the conqueror ; but the King has the power to alter the old laws and introduce new. 
What is the condition of the provinces in this respect ? That the British law has been 

introduced 
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introduced throughout all the territories of the Crown as regards British subjects is clear ; 
but nativeSj from a peculiar signification whicli these words possess in this country alone ^ 
are held not to be within the moaning of that term. Although” (as Sir Edward East 
observes) in strictness of law all tho native inhabitants witliin the Company's territo- 
ries are subjects of his Majesty, and therefore, in an enlarged sense, might be considered 
to be ‘ British subjects,' in like manner as a native of Ireland eveu before the Parlia- 
mentary Union was as much a British subject as a native of Great Britain ; that is, they 
are native subjects of the British King and Crown, though under different administrations 
of Government, holding authority under the same Prince ; and this, which could never 
have been seriously questioned after the supremacy of the King of Delhi became purely 
nominal, is now put beyond all doubt by the formal declaration of the Legislature, in 
tho Act of tho 53(1 (tco. III. c. 155, uliich asserts the undoubted sovereignty of tho Crown 
over the Indian territories.” 

Do tho old laws of the country, the Mahoniedan and Hindoo codes, remain (modified 
and altered in some respects by the conquerors) applicable to all classes of persons, 
whether ('hristians or infidels, and every species of property within the limits of the 
King’s dominions, except that particular class of subjects distinguished by tho word 

British /" or are those laws applicable only to that class of the King’s subjects who 
are infidels, and are all Christian subjects of the King, not included in the term British, 
as well as foreigners and others residing in the provinces, to be governed by the law of 
England ? 

Tho difficulty arises from two systems of law being in force within the same dominions, 
and within the same parts of those dominions ; otherwise the application of the general 
rule would be sufficiently simple. 

If the old laws of the country remained unaltered, and the King had not intrwiuccd 
new laws, all persons within these dominions would be subject to the same system of 
laws, except where they were against the laws of God; and in cases where they were 
rejected on that account, or were altogether silent, the conquered country would be 
governed according to the rules of natural equity. 

But the laws are altered, and a new system partially introduced ; and the difficulty is 
to say, under which set of laws Christians, not being British subjects, according to tho 
technical meaning of that word, are to bo governed. 

Upon questions of this nature, involved in tlie greatest obscurity, does the jurisdiction 
of the Court not unfrequently depend. 

Other inconveniences are sufficiently obvious. The great extension of the British terri- 
tories since the Charter of 1774, has given to the Court a range of jurisdiction which, at 
places remote from Calcutta, can only be considered a mockery of justice, if it be not the 
means of fraud and oppression. , There can be no doubt, therefore, that difficulties and 
inconveniences are constantly arising from the undefined and uncertain state of tlic Court’s 
jurisdiction, which arc alike perplexing and harassing to tlie suitors, the Judges, and 
all who are concerned in the administration of justice. 

«• 

The alterations in the judicial system of India which a free admission of Europeans 
would render nocessary. 
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If the views of the Governor- General and the Members of Council should be adopted 
by the authoritias in England^ and it should be thought essential to the best interests 
of England and of India, that an increased facility should be given to Europeans to settle 
in the interior, and to acquire lauded property;” I entirely concur in the opinion expressed 
by Government, that ** serious inconveniences must be experienced, unless the persons 
allowed to settle are made subject, with the rest of the inhabitants, to the authority 
of the local Courts.” It cannot bo presumed, in a country where the population is so 
dense, and the wages of labour so low, that if Europeans of all descriptions should be 
permitted freely to resort here, they will be able, under a tropical sun, to compete 
with the native labourer : all such experiments must fail. ** A labouring class, who 
should attempt to settle, must perish.” It is the free introduction of European capital and 
skill which the Government appear to think so desirable for cultivating the resources of 
India, and it does not seem probable that the settlers will for some time be numerous. 

So far indeed” (Minute of Governor-General) ^^from fearing too great an influx of 
Europeans, I confess my apprehension is, that no encouragement we can hold out will 
induce them to resort to India in the number that seems to be desirable.” 

But altliough the numbers who may resort here may not be great, the capital that 
may be invested in commercial and agricultural speculations may be large, and scattered 
over a vast extent of territory. To leave the European owner or occupier of lands, or the 
manufacturer, at great distances from Calcutta, amenable only to tlie jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, or subject only to the Mofussil Courts, with the limited powers which 
they at present possess, would tend to such a system of fraud and injustice, and 
leave the natives so entirely at the mercy of Uie settlers, that I think it would be an 
insuperable obstacle to the allowing of Europeans to settle in the interior. I am therefore 
satisfled that all persons in the interior of the country must be subject to the Courts of 
the district which they inhabit ; but the mure difficult question remains, as to what is to 
be ih^ nature and constitution of the Court to which they are to be subject, and the laws 
by which they are to be governed ? 1 cannot help tliinking the introduction of coloni- 
zation will render necessary a total change in the w^hole judicial system of India, both 
as regards the King's and Company's Courts, and the laws which are administered in 
them. 

It would be presumptuous in me to offer to*tbe notice of Government any views of my 
own upon 80 wide and difficult a subject, and upou^ which there appears to be such a con- 
trariety of opinion, even amongst those who, from long experience and an intimate know- 
ledge of the interior of the country, and tlie manners 8(^ habits of the natives, seem best 
fitted to suggest the course which such a n ew state of things would render necessary. 
Many are the questions to which the proposed cliange must necessarily give rise. 

Would it be desirable, as the Governor- General sugg^ts, that the Supreme Court, 
instead of standing, as now, isolated from^he GovernmSut and from the local tribunals, 
should be rendered a component part of our judicial establishment, the whole beii^ 
remodelled into one harmonious system ?” If the Provincial Courts are to determiDe all 
civil and criminal suits between all the inhabitants of the particular district for which the 
Court is instituted, it would seem desirable that theyre should be one. Supreme Cpprt 
(something analogous to the King's Bench in England), superintending aiid controlling 
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ull the tribunals of the country. Sir Charles Metcalfe suggests, that in such a case the 
Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut might be abolished, and his Majesty Supreme 
Court, at each Presidency, made the highest Court in civil and criminal jurisdiction for 
all tho territories subject to such Presidency. Other suggestions are made by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe as to the jurisdiction tiiis Court should possess, the persons from whom 
the Judges should be selected, and the laws by winch the different classes of persons 
subject to it should be governed. Although 1 refrain from offering suggestions of my 
own, I may bo permitted to express niy general assent to the views of Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, whose great experience and knowledge of all that relates to the government of 
India give so much weight and importance to any opinion he may have formed. 

Would it be desirable to consolidate the English, Hindoo and Mahomodan laws now 
in force in India, and form one general code, by which all classes of persons in India 
should be governed? In tho letter of Government it is said that the criminal law, as 
administered by the Nizamut Adawlut and tho subordinate Courts in the interior of the 
country, retains but little of the Mahomedan code, whether in respect to the laws of 
evidence or as to the punishment annexed to offences. After the application of 
Mahomedan law to a Hindoo population, and the changes to which this law has been 
subjected by the regulations of Government, it can hardly bo contended that any 
jealousy on the part of tho natives to our further interference, is to be apprehended. 
There are too many instances in which the customs and prejudices of the Hindoos have 
been superseded and abrogated by the regidations of Government, to leave any doubt 
that any alteration in the criminal law would be quietly submitted to. Would it be 
difficult, therefore, to introduce a code of criminal law applicable to all persons ; and 
might not the same course be adopted as to their civil rights, securing to the natives their 
own peculiar law and usages ? 

The only objection that strikes me (Sir Charles Metcalfe’s Minute of^the 19tfi of 
February 1829) to the spread of a British Christian population in India, is the existing 
discordance of the laws by which our Eliiglish and our native subjects are respectively 
governed ; this objection will no doubt in time be removed, and the sooner the better, by 
forming laws equally binding on both parties in all concerns common to both, and leaving 
to all their suitable laws in whatever peculiarly concerns themselves alone.” 

Are British subjects, when amenable to the Provincial Courts, to retain the right of 
trial by jury in criminal cases ? 

Mr. Holt Mackenzie slates, that it would not bo very difficult to constitute a jury of 
four or Gve persons in each of thA principal towns (Meerut, Delhi, Agra, Furruckabad, 
Bareilly, Allahabad, Benares, Patilla,^ Moorshedabad, Dacca, Cliittagoiig) ; and Mr. 
Baylcy seems to think, that a jury of Christians of this number might be assembled at 
those places, tliough not always EngKshmen. It is of course obvious, that if the neces- 
sity for juries in the interior arises from the increase of British settlers, that the supply 
will in a great measure accompany the demand ; and, according to Mr. Hogg’s state- 
ment, there would not now be any difficulty in assembling a full jury of Christians at any 
of the principal towns mentioned by Mr. Ilolt Mackenzie. But supposing British subjects 
to retain their right of trial by jury in all criminal cases, and a code of criminal laws be 
framed applicable to all classes of persons ; is the form t)f trial of the Hindoo or Maho- 
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medan to differ in this respect from the Christian subjects of the kii^ ? lam aware that 
this is a subject that has of late undergone much discussion, and upon which there is a 
great contrariety of opinion. The experiment has certainly been successfully tried at 
Ceylon, as also has the formation of a code of laws ; but whether or not the circum* 
stances of the two countries are so totally unlike as to form no ground for its adoption 
here, I will not take upon myself to say. This question must necessarily press itself 
upon the attention of those who may have to re-model the courts of this country upon a 
free admission of Europeans. On every consideration, it would seem desirable to plaee 
a/i classes of his Majesty’s subjects in his Indian territories as far as possible under the 
same laws, amenable to the same tribunals, and to the same forms of trial. 

1 have alluded only to a few of the questions that must arise, but many hardly less 
important seem to remain. Is it desirable to introduce the English language into the 
judicial proceedings of the Provincial Courts, and gradually to abolisli the Persian 7 
Ought the principal Judges of those Courts to be selected from regularly educated 
lawyers ? Are European settlers and British subjects to bo amenable to Courts of which 
natives are the Judges 7 Would it be desirable to employ European settlers, as well as 
the Company’s servants, as Magistrates and Judges ; and might it not be a condition of 
their settlement tliat they should gratuitously fill those offices, if required by the Govern- 
ment ? Is it desirable to diminish the difierent stages of appeal through which a cause 
may now be carried 7 Would it be desirable to have one Supreme Court in India, to 
which there might be an ultimate appeal, and that the appeal now allowed to the 
King in Council should no longer exist? Upon all these points and other alterations 
which would be consequent upon them, various opinions have been expressed, and the 
best informed and most intelligent writers have been at variance with each other. I 
advert to them without expressing any opinion of my own, because I am satisfied that 
they muM all be duly considered if there is to be a change by which the judicature 
of In^a, instead of being divided into separate and independent jurisdictions, is to be 
amalgamated into^ne.” 

Of the expediency and necessity of enlarging the legislative powers of Government : 

1. Fully admitting the ** defectiveness of the existing law, as applicable to the state 
of things for which it was meant to provide,” and conceiving that it may be necessaty 
to deliberate on the means of correcting past dhiissions, j still think the providing for the 
exigencies of the future by far the most important cqpsiddmtion. 

It can hardly be presumed that the strong representation of this Government will not 
have their due weight with the authorities at bome^ and^^at the existence of restrictions 
which impede the prosperity (Sir Charles Mete|^fl% Minute of the 19th of February 
1829) of our Indian empire,” will not be removed if such a change takes place, and 
it is thought necessary to remodel the yrhole judicia)^ system of India. By what 
authority is this principally to bo effected? There are but two distinct authorities to 
whom any alteration or review of the judicial system could be submitted ; either the 
British Parliament, or a local legislative body to Whom the Parliament may bate dele- 
gated its authority. 

It would certainly be overlooking all past experience to hope that the many and 
intricate questions that will arise if the proposed changes are carried into effect, can 
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be provided against by any parliamentary enactments. Parliament would be constantly 
called upon to remedy defects arising from legislating at such a distance^ for a people 
whose habits and manners are so imperfectly understood, while ** the delay whtch must 
attend a reference to Ei^land for the pui*pose of removing such doubts, or of recon- 
cilmg the obligations of the law to the exigencies of the State, might be attended with 
the most afflicting consequences.** 'Ilie utter impossibility of making laws in England 
for the millions who inhabit the King’s territories in India, must have induced the Parlia* 
ment to recognize and sanction the vast legislative powers which the Government of this 
Presidency had assumed without its express authority. 

Subject only to the limitations and restriction of the 21st of Geo. III. c. 70, s. 23, and 
the 37th of Geo. III. c. 1 12, s. 7, the Company’s Govornment have the power of legis- 
iating for all the population of this Presidency, except the inhabitants of Calcutta and 
the British inhabitants of the provinces. The 13th of Geo. III. c. 63, gave the Govern- 
ment and the Supreme Court a restricled and limited power of legislating for the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta ; and as to Britisli inhabitants of the provinces, the legislative powers 
of Government arc restricted to the imposing of taxes with the assent of the Court of 
Directors and the Board of Commissioners, under the provisions of the 53d of Geo. III. 
c. 155. Ibe 36th clause of the 13th of Geo. HI. c 63, provides, " that it shall be law- 
ful for the Governor- General and Council at Fort William, from time to time to make 
sucli ruleSj ordinamces and rognlations, for the good order and civil government of the 
settlement and other places, &c. subordinate thereto, as shall be deemed just and reason- 
able (such rules, &c. not being repugnant to the laws of the realm), and set, impose, 
inflict and levy reasonable JlnesB\v\ forfeitures for the breach or non-observance of such 
rules, &c. ; but the same, or any of them, shall not be valid unless duly ,regii|tered and 
published in the Supreme Court, with the consent and approbation of the s^id Confix 
And then it specifics the mode and time of registry, and gives an appeal to the King in 
Council, making, however, the law valid in the mean time after its registry. 

By the statute 39 and 40 Geo. III. a further power was gives to enforce such rules, 
&c. by corporeal punishment, that is, by public or private whipping or otherwise ; and 
the statute 53 Geo. III. c. 155, s. 66, requires copies of those rules, &c. to be laid before 
Parliament.” 

The Judges of the King’s Courts in India have varied in their construction of these 
clauses, and in their notions^ of the power which they confer on the local Government 
and the Court. 'Hie ingenious arguments of the counsel on the appeal of Mr. Bucking- 
ham against the Press Kegulatioo', jbow the difficulty of giving any precise interpretation 
to the words, ** contrary to the laws of this realm.” Upon the best consideration I can 
give to the words of this statute, I am prepared to adopt the construction which Sir 
Edward East has given to them ; But lof^king first to the terms, rules, ordinances 
and regulations, used in the granting part, which rather convey the notion of a power 
to carry into effect, by local and 'subordinate means and measures, the substance and 
spirit of laws already given, than to originate new laws; shackled also, as the power 
is, by the express proliibition that those local rules, &c. shall not be contrary to the 
laws of the realm ; a restriction very difficult to adapt to local circumstances, and almost 
irreconcileable with any plain departure from the general spirit of those laws, however 
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proper in different circumstances ; and most of all^ looking at the power given to sanction 
the observance of such local rules, &c. by fines , forfeitures and corporeal punishments : 
the only construction which ^could safely be put upon this local legislating power was, 
that it was to be confined to mere police regulations for preserving the peace, prevent- 
ing an^ punishing nuisances, and the like, and was not to be extended to a general power 
of making original laws affecting the liberty or title to property of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta, including all descriptions, or even the laws, usages and customs of the native 
inhabitants, though a new law should be given by the local Government to affect the 
inhabitants of the provinces in the same respects.*’ 

If this be the right construction, the legislative powers vested in the several Govern- 
ments as to the inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, appear to fall short in 
several respects of what the exigency of the case demands. Sir Edward East, conceiving 
this statute had not conferred on the Government and Court any sufficient power, pro 
posed '' to extend the power of legislation at present conferred upon the Governor- 
General in Council, with the consent of the Supreme Court, by enabling them to make 
general local laws (such as in fact the Governor- General and Council alone have been 
accustomed to make in the MofussU), not merely confined to purposes of police, but 
extending to general objects, which would include laws affecting the native inhabitants.” 
If this proposal had been adopted, the defective state of the law as regards the inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta might have been remedied ; but British inhabitants of the provinces 
would not have been affected by it. It is with reference to the inhabitants of Calcutta 
and British subjects in the provinces, that the necessity and expediency of enlarging the 
legislative powers of Government seems to arise, particularly with reference to those who 
may be a]|pwed to hold land in the interior, and who, as a necessary consequence of such 
a njpasure, would not be removable at the pleasure of Government. Nor arc the diflflcul- 
ties^that Have arisen as to the laws by which native Christians and foreigners of all 
descriptions are t<^ be governed to be forgotten. If it had been proposed for the first 
time to give to the Government in this country the power of making law^s for such exten- 
sive territories, it might have seemed very doubtful whether such a proposition would 
have been entertained by the British Parliament ; but when it is remembered that an 
almost unrestricted power of legislation has existed here for many years over the great 
mass of the people, and that a few thousands out of many millions have alone been 
exempted from this power, or subjected to only in a llrfiitcd sense, it seems not very 
presumptuous to suppose that there can be no very substantial reason why these hereto- 
fore excepted classes of persons should not also be nrpide amenable to the local Legisla- 
ture of the country. I am disposed, thoreforo, to think that it is expedient to have in 
this country an authority legally competent to legislate for all classes and for all places. 

2. The constitution of this Legislative Council is a question of some difficulty. It is 
proposed in the letter of Government, that the Members of the Supreme Government, 
and the Judges of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, ilhould be constituted a Legislative 
Council, with power to enact laws for the guidance of all Courts, whether estabKshed by the 
King or by the local Government, within the territories of the East-Ihdia Company, and 
for the regulation of the rights and obligations of all persons subject to their authority.’ 
It is also proposed that such laws should be registered in the Supreme Court, with the 

same 
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same right of appeal to the King in Council as now exists against regulations made 
under the 13th Geo. IIL The Judges in Court having ^ministrative functions 
only ; and any argument against such laws to be heardj if at before the Supreme 
Council. 

The necessity of the separation of the judicial from the executive and l^islative 
powers in a State^ is a well-known maxim^ and in England is one of the main preserva- 
tives of the public liberty. If there existed in this country other elements for a Lcgisla-* 
ture than the union of the Judges of the King's Court with the Government, I should 
say, even here it would be most desirable not to depart from a principle of very general 
application, and founded upon the wisest and most enlarged views of political expe- 
diency and the constitution of human society. 1 admit tliat it is probable the Judges 
would be of some assistance to the Government in pointing out the legal effect and 
bearing of the various laws they might deem it expedient to pass ; but it might be a 
more doubtful question, whether either their knowledge or their previous habits of life 
would render tliem equally competent to express their opinions upon the expediency of 
the measures proposed. The question, too, of expediency must not unfrequently be 
mixed up with political considerations of great weight and moment ; and though it is not 
proposed that the Judges, and certainly it is most desirable that they should not, have 
any voice or opinion on matters purely political, it will still, in many cases, be very diiH- 
cult to separate and distinguish the functions they are to perform. 

It is true, that on regulations to be registered under the 13th of Geo. III., the Judges 
of the Supremo Court are now called upon to decide upon thsar expediency as well as 
their legality; such is the construction which the late Sir Edward West, the present 
Chief Justice of this Court, and other Judges, with whom I entirely concur, have put 
on this clause ; and certainly the task at present imposed upon us is much more difficult, 
where the regulation is presented fur registry without our having any previous kifow- 
ledge of the reasons and grounds on which the Government have thought fit to propose 
it, than it could be if we were constitutionally enabled to know their views and objects. 
** Many laws (says Sir Edward West) are evidently expedient upon the face of them, 
and, from tlie known principles and propensities of human nature, require no specific proof 
that they are so ; others may not appear to be expedient upon the face of them, or 
from the known principles or propensities of human nature, but may bo shown to be so 
by the evidence of particulap facts and circumstances.” It is impossible to separate the 
question of legality from that ef expediency, or the Judges might be consulted by a 
liOgislative Council, of which they were not constituent members, as the Judges in Eng- 
land are by the House of Lords, whenever they require their opinion on points of law. 

I am, however, induced to think that, from the mixed nature of the Government of this 
country, it is not likely, nor do I think it desirable, that the Company's Government 
should alone possess the power of legislating for all classes of the King's subjects in 
India. « 

It would seem that as to those places where the King has introduced the English law, 
and as to that class of persons who are denominated British subjects, no power of 
legislating is intended to be confefred on the Company's Government, except under the 
control of the Judges^ who are appointed by the Ctown, are uumixed with the Com- 
pany's 
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coiTNCiLs, pany’s civil 8<?rvanti> and in the selection of whom the Company has no voice* I think 
it improbable that .the Crown^ should the Government still remain with the Company, 
Sir £. Ryan's relinquish this important check ; and a$ there are no other persons in this country 

Minute. who are exclusively the servants of the Crown, I do not see how, in the present state of 
tilings, it is possible to form a Legislative Council, with the powers which it is proposed 
to vest in it, without making the Judges a constituent part. 

Under all these difficulties, I am disposed to concur in the sentiments expressed by 
Government, that in the present circumstances of this country tliere are no elements for 
a Legislature, excepting the Government and his Majesty's Court though 1 by no 
means think such an arrangement free from many and weighty objections. 

3. I must confess 1 do not feel so much difficulty in considering the restrictions or limi- 
tations to which this body should be subject, as I do the persons of whom it should be 
composed. After the Government has been permitted for so many years to legislate for 
the mass of the people, reserving to the King in Council the power of disallowing or 
amending, within a limited time, the laws they frame, and directing them to be formed 
into a code, and translated into the languages of the country, I cannot sec any objection 
to vesting powers of a similar nature in the new Legislative Council which it is proposed 
to institute, and which is to frame laws for all classes of his Majesty's subjects. I agree 
with Sir Edward East in thinking ** the necessary exceptions to such an enlarged power 
would be, that no laws should bo ma^e contrary to the duty of allegiance, nor contrary 
to any express law made or to be made by Parliament, for the Goveniment of British 
India ; and that the laws should be equal in all matters of common concern between 
native and British subjects, for the common good, without favour or disparagement to 
either." ' I conceive the Oown ought to retain the right of disallowing or amending, 
within a cbrtaiii time, all laws which may be framed ; a power which it now possesses as 
to regulations mude for the Provincial Courts, under the 23d section of the 21 Geo. III. 
c. 70 ; and as to regulations registered in the Supreme Court, of disallowing only, under the 
37th section of the^lS Geo. III. c. G3. The laws, I conceive, should take effect as soon 
as passed by the local Legislature, subject to being afterwards disallowed or amended. 
Copies of these laws should be annually laid before both Houses of Parliament ; a 
course which the statute of the 53 Geo. III. c. 155, s. 16, has directed as to all the 
regulations at present made by the several Governments in India. 1 should, in addition 
to this, think it most desirable tliat all proposed laws should be openly published 
for a certain fixed time before they could be pas8ed,«in order that all persons, supposing 
themselves aggrieved, should have an opportunity of stating, at least by petition or memo- 
rial, if not by aigument, their objections, before the law was carried into effect. It has 
been the uniform practice of the Supremo Court to hear the inhabitants of Calcutta by 
means of their advocates, against the registry of regulations made by the Governor. 
General in Council. 

By the construction which I am disposed to put on tlie 36th section of the 13th 
Geo, III. c. 63, I think the parties affected by arty regulation have a right to be heard 
against its registry ; and though I am aware that, upon the strict question of right, some 
of niy learned brethren have formed a different"^ opinion, yet all the Judges appear to be 
agreed that it would be a wrong and capricious exercise of power to preclude a pre- 
vious 
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vious discussion of a matter which is subjected to appeal/* I also think all persons 
aggrieved by any laws made by the local Legislature should have a right to appeal to the 
King in Council ; a right which exists at present as to regulations affecting the inhabitants 
of Calcutta^ but not as against regulations passed by the Governor- General in Council 
for the provinces. ^ 

It is suggested by Mr. Holt Mackenzie that a veto should be allowed to the Governor* 
General in the Legislative Council. The 33d Geo. III. c. 52, s. 51, provides that the 
Governor- General shall not make, repeal or suspend, against the opinion or concur- 
rence of his counsollers, any general rule, order or regulation, for the good order and 
civil government of the United Company’s settlements, or impose of his own authority 
any tax or duty within the Presidency. The same provisions would of course be extended 
to the proposed Legblative Council ; and if the Governor- General was allowed to have 
a veto against any laws which had been approved of by the majority of such Council, 
from the necessity there is of vesting in him a discretionary power to act according to 
his own opinion in cases of high importance and essentially affecting the public welfare, 
it would seem, on the other hand, expedient that the Judges should, in cases where the 
proposed enactment was in their unanimous judgment a direct infringement of some wcll- 
acknowledgcd rights of the Crown, or contrary to some express law made by the Parlia- 
ment for the government of British India (if not allowed to possess a veto), be at liberty 
to protest against the act of tho majority ; the effee^ of wliich protest should be the su'j- 
pension of the law until the King in Council, to whom the matter should instantly be 
referred, should have decided upon the legality of the proposed measure. Unless some 
such clieck as this is vested in tlie Judges, they would be in the painful situation of being 
called upon to enforce and carry into effect laws which they were satisfied the Legislative 
Council had not the power to impose. 

1 have stated at some length, and 1 am aware very imperfectly, some of the considera- 
tions to which tho letter we have had the honour to receive appears to me to lead. 

Upon many of tho topics upon which I have ventured to touch, I should not have pre- 
sumed to have offered any opinion of my own, satisfied that it is my duty to assist in admi- 
nistering tho laws to the best of my ability, as they are, and not to suggest alterations, had 
I not conceived the questions proposed by Government necessarily called for such expla- 
nations. Whatever may be the course which Parliament in its wisdom may deem proper 
to adopt, I can only express my cordial desire at all times to assist, as far as I am able, 
in all measures that may appe^ calcifiated to improve and ameliorate the administration 
of justice in India. 

I have, &c. 
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(Signed) Edward Ryan. 
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MINUTE by Lord W. C. Bentinck^ GoTemor-General ; dated 10th Oct. 1829. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court agreeing with the Government on most of the essen- 
tial points, little remains for consideration here but the particular arrangements by which 
what is proposed may best be carried into effect. 

The detailed exposition given by Sir Charles Grey of the circumstances under which 
the Court has hitherto acted, able and excellent in every respect, is particularly valuable, 
as exhibiting in the strongest light (if we may at all argue from the past to the future) 
the utter hopelessness of setting or keeping things right through the operation of Acts of 
Parliament passed at home ; and the principle advocated by him, of maintaining the com- 
plete subordination of the local Legislature to the Parliament, will equally, I imagine, 
be recognized as one of undeniable necessity. 

The measures* which he suggests for practically enforcing this principle, appear to be 
well calculated to secure that and other objects of importance, viz, the early and punc- 
tual transmission to England of all laws passed in this country, and the periodical incor- 
poration of them into a digested code. 

And the conditionst by which it is proposed to limit the powers of the local Legisla- 
ture, corresponding in substance with most of those suggested by Sir E. H. East, seem to 
be unobjectionable. The proviso, which is peculiar to the latter, that the law shall be 
equal to all classes, in matters of common concern, had better, I should think, be 
omitted, chiefly because it is one of those generalities of which the particular effects 
cannot be immediately anticipated, and also because it seems to imply a suspicion of 
injustice,' scarcely consistent with the powers such as are proposed to be 

given. H 

With respect to the constitution of the proposed Legislative Council, there is greater 
r«u)in for doubt. If, as appears to be admitted, every notion of representation must, for 
the present at least, be relinquished, it may, I think, be questioned, whether the choice 

of 


* ItMhouldtK! provided (Sir Chtrles Grey luggests) that every act of an Indian Legialativa Council ihould, 
within one month, be sent to the Court of Directors and the Board of Commistioneras and that, in the next 
session after the receipt of it in England, it should be laid before Parliament : and that the Court and the Board 
should have the power of repealing it witliin one year from the time of its having been made, but with a proviso, 
that all persons should ho saved harmless for any acts done under the regi^adon before notice of its repeal should 
have been given in stme specified manner; and further, that the Indian Council should, once in seven, ten, four- 
teen or twenty yean, form into one body of law, and submit to the Parliament, the whole of the existing regula- 
tions, ill order that they might be sanctioned or amended. 

t These are as follow : The Legislative Council shall not make any ordinance Inconsistent with any Act of the 
Imperial Parliament applying to India : It shall not alter any part of the unwritten law of the British constitution, 
on which depends the relations of British India or its peoplg with the United Kingdom : It shall not in any way 
vary the law of treason, or affect any rights of the Crown, or of the Parliament, or those which may be derived by 
any foreign State from treaties entered into them witfr the British Crown. 

The exceptions proposed by Sir £. East are, that no laws should be made contnuy to the duty of allegiance, nor 
contrary to any express law made or to be made by Parliampnt for the government of British lodiai and that the 
laws should lie equal in all matters of common concern between native and British sulyects for tbo common good, 
without favour or disparagement to either. 
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of legislators should beyond the Members of the Supremo (Council and the Judges of 
the Supreme Court. 1 cannot think it would be right to bring into such an assembly the 
cliief minister of the Christian church, lliere seem to be many reasons to be urged 
against such an arrangement in India^ which it is unnecessary to particularize. The 
information as to the Hindoo and Mahomedan codes, with a view to which it is proposed 
to appoint one or more civil servants learned in those laws, may probably bo as well 
obtained, when required, by other means, unless the Supremo Court, as is proposed by 
Sir Charles Grey, should be composed partly of Judges appointed by the Crown, and 
partly of judicial servants of the Company; so likewise 1 should think that, with caution 
and publicity in the proceedings of the Legislative Council, the interests of the British 
merchants will be eifectiially secured ; and except we could adopt the principle of repre- 
sentation, which seems out of the question, it would not, I think, add to the weight of 
the Council, or the confidence of the public, to associate an individual or subordinate 
functionary with the Members of Government and the Judges of the Supreme Court. It 
should be remembered lhat its laws arc designed to have effect at all the Presidencies. 
If any addition were made to the existing established authorities, which I consider for 
the present to be inexpedient, I should infinitely prefer native gentlemen, whose rank in 
society and great wealth seem to entitle them to the distinction ; while the Council itseP 
would derive from their knowledge of the character, manners and feelings of the natives, 
that information which the most experienced Europeans so imperfectly possess. 

On the whole, therefore, it would, I conceive, be right to constitute the Council as 
proposed in the letter of the 14th of July. 

A veto, it is agreed, shall belong to tlie Governor- General ; and the limitation of the 
power of the Council being rendered specific f the vague words repugnant to the laws of 
the realm” must be carefully avoided), it would s®em to bo unobjwtioiiable and ju’oper 
to allow the Judges the power of suspending any enactment whicli might appear to tliom 
to be incompatible with the laws they arc bound to administer. It is a fundamental 
principle of the arrangement proposed by Goveriiiiieiit that the Acts oi the Legislative 
Council shall extend to all places, and to all descriptions of persons. 

Provision should of course be made for the due publication of all proposed laws, and 
parties interested in oppo.sing them should have full opportunity of stating their objec- 
tions, oitlier by petition or by argument, authority being also reserved to the Governor- 
General in C'ouucil of appointing committees or commissioners sp^'cially to inquire into 
and report upon all matters necessary to a just determination on the expediency of any law. 

The promulgation of laws subsequent to their enactment must also of course be fully 
provided for. 

As to the formation of a general code for Britirfi India, with such special provisions as 
local peculiarities render unavoidable, and the gradual adoption of one consistent system 
for the administration of justice in all parts of the country, the remarks of Sir C harles 
Grey appear to be generally just, though he perhaps overrates the advantages to be 
derived from the services of English lawyers, unless where those of superior men can be 
secured. But these are objects to be attained only in course of time, through the ope- 
ration of laws to be adopted, after careful consideration of each, by the proposed 
Legislative Council. 

7 Q Even 
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Even the general principles, how far the rules of English laws and process shall bo 
maintained, or a simpler system adopted, stript of its technicalities, shall be substituted ; 
to what extent the English language shall be allowed or enjoined ; whether Englishmen 
shall bo permitted to claim any and what special distinctions as to the form of trial, or the 
tribunal to which they are to be subject, and especially in what cases and within what 
tracts trial by jury sliall be introduced ; would require separate and deliberate conside- 
ration ; and the peculiarities of every province ; the expediency of having local rules, 
distinct from, though of course subordinate to, all general laws ; the means of recording 
and maintaiiiiijg local usages, where proper to bo maintained ; these and various other 
points must be discussed before we can attempt to lay down a general scheme for the 
better administration of justice throughout the wide regions that will be subject to the 
proposed Legislative Council. 

The necessity of a Legislative Council having been thus established, it would seem 
right that we should request the aid of the Judges in preparing a scheme for the execu- 
tion of the measure, to be submitted for the approval of the home authorities. 

In the event of the proposition for a Legislative Council not receiving the sanction of 
Government or of Parliament, it would be desirable that we should now provide for 
that contingency, by requesting the Judges to suggest, for our concurrence, such altera- 
tions in the present Acts as may correct the inconsistencies, and may remedy the incon- 
veniences, which have been so fully detailed in the various communications upon the 
present subject. It would seem impossible for the home authorities, as experience has 
hitherto abundantly proved, to furnish the details which a plan of so extensive a nature 
must require. 

(Signed) W. C. Bbntinck. 


No. 24. 

LE'ITER from the Governor-General in Council to the Hon. Sir Charles E. Grey, 
Knight, the Hon. Sir John Franks, Knight, and the Hon. Sir Edward Ryan, Knight, 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

Honourable Sirs : Fort William, 20 October 1829. 

Wc have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, and of the 
several papers which accompanied it ; and entertaining the strongest sense of obligation 
to you for the manner in which you have met the wishes expressed in our letter of the 14th 
of July, we venture confidently to solicit your further aid in the prosecution of those 
measures whiclf, after an attentive consideration of the important facts, observations and 
suggestions contained in the documents now acknowledged, it appears to us expedient 
and necessary to adopt. 

To the able exposition which you have made of the circumstances that affect the con- 
stitution, and of the principles that have related the proceedings of his Majesty b 
C ourts, we shall not venture further to advert than by remarking how strongly the detail 

given, of the difficulties and embarrassments incidental to the discharge of their functions* 

appears 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1 191 


•appears to confirm the persuasion. Under which we recently addre8.sed you, of tiie neces- 
sity of constituting a local Legislature with enlarged powers. On that fundamental point, 
it is highly satisfactory to us to find that there exists a complete concurrence of opinion. 
It remains only therefore to consider the particular arrangements by whicii what is 
proposed can best bo curried into ciiect. First, as to the constitution of the Legislative 
Council : It api)ears to bo generally agreed, tiiut all notion of representation must, for 
the present at least, be relinquished; and the case being so, it seems to us, after 
the fullest consideration of the subject, that the Council should consist of the Members 
of the Supremo Govcrnmtuit, and the Judges of the Supreme C^ourt of this Presidency. 
If, as has been suggested by the Chief Justice, the judicial servants of the Company 
shall be hereafter admitted to that Court, we should not of course propose to exclude 
the officers so distinguished from a share in the Legislature. But as things arc now 
constituted, it would not, wo are of opinion, add to the weight of the Lcgislali\e 
Council, or to the confidence of tlio public in its wisdom and justice, to associate any 
subordinate functionary with the Members of Government and his Majesty’s Judg-os; 
more ^especially when wo advert to the other Presidencies, to which also the powers of 
the Council must, we are of opinion, be made to extend. Similar considerations occur 
to us as opposed to the appoiutment of any individual, so long as the principle of repre- 
sentation shall be inapplicable to the circumstances of the country. VVe readily indeed 
admit that an accession of much valuable inforinatioii might be obtained by constituting 
tlie Legislative Council on a wider basis ; but tlie advantage of having within itself such 
an extent and variety of information, as may obviate the nece.s.sity of freciuent inquiry, 
appears to bo unattainable. On questions touching the laws and usages of our native 
subjects, the Council must, we think, depend chiefly on the result of inquiries more 
extensive and minute than any one or two individuals could be expected to satisfy. It 
will always of course be able tfi command the services of any public functionary, from 
whom it may require an exposition of any matters with which he may be especially 
conversant: and with tlie caution and publicity of proceeiling, on which you have justly 
laid stress, we trust that, exccqitiiig from cau'^es inseparably connected with our position 
ill the country, there will be little danger of its rciiiaiiiiiig in ignorance of any particulars, 
the knowledge of which may be necessary to secure an equal attention to the interests and 
just claims of every class of our subjects. Several reasons occur to us against the measure 
of bringing into such an assembly the chief minister of the Christian church, on which we 
shall not now enlarge. But though it is in our judgment expedient that, for the present 
at least, the Legislative Council should be con.stiUited as proposeil in our letter of the 
14th of July, we would not be understood as objecting to the enactment of a provision 
which shall leave to his Majesty a greater latitude of selection, if Parliament shall in its 
wisdom see fit to provide for a change of circumstances. 

We have great satisfaction in stating our general concurrence in the principles accord- 
ing to which it is proposed, in Sir C’harles Grey’s Minute, to limit the powers ot the 
Legislative Council, to maintain its complete subordination to Parliament, to secure a 
due publicity in its proceedings, to ensure a hearing to all parties interested in opposing 
any proposed enactment, to enforce the fullest possible promulgation of all laws passed 
by it, and to provide for their periodical consolidation. 
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COUNCILS, yfQ likewise fully concur with you in thinking that, besides reserving a veto to the 
Governor-General (the restriction contained in the 33 Geo. III. c. 52, s. 51, should also 
Governor-General of course be maintained), it will be entirely proper that the Judges of the Supreme 
in Council Court, or a majority of them, should have the power of suspending the enforcement of 
Su*reineCoi«t Legislative Council which they may consider to be illegal. 

^ ' Having thus explained to you the views which we entertain in regard to the constitu- 

tion of the proposed Legislative Council, little differing, we are happy to observe, from 
those which you suggest, we trust we may be permitted to request tliat you will have the 
goodness to prepare the draft of a bill for the execution of the measure, to be submitted 
for the approval of the home authorities. 

Strongly as we are impressed with tlie indispensable necessity of constituting a local 
Legislature, as proposed, we consider it proper to provide for the contingency of the 
proposition not receiving the sanction of Government or of Parliament ; and we shall 
consequently be greatly obliged by your suggesting, for our concurrence, such alterations 
in and additions to the present Acts applicable to India, as it may appear to you expe- 
dient to make, with the view of correcting the inconsistencies and remedying the mcon- 
reniences which have been so fully detailed in the papers now under consideration, as 
far as that object can be attained through the direct intervention of Parliament. 

It will likewise be highly satisfactory to us to receive from you a full communication of 
your views and sentiments, in regard to the measures by which the administration of 
justio! to all classes of persons throughout the Britisli territories may be gradually 
provided for, on a regular and consistent system, with such special provisions only as 
local peculiarities may render unavoidable. 

But it is not, of course, our intention that the preparation and transmission of the draft 
above mentioned should be delayed until the details, which each of the latter propositions 
must involve, can be furnished. 

We beg to add, that we shall instruct the Secretaries to Government to afford imme- 
diate attention to any request for information which the Judges may be desirous of 
obtaining from the records of Government. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. Bkniinck. 

C. T. Mbicalfk. 


True copies : 


(Signed) Holt Mackknzib, 

Secretary to Government, 
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(No. 4 of 1830.)— —(Territorial Department.) 

LETTER from the Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors, 

&c. &c. &c. 


Governor-General 
in Council 
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Directors. 


Honourable Sirs : Fort William, 14th October 1830. 

Your Honourable Court is aware, from the documents which accompanied our 
Secretary’s Letter under date the 20th of October last, that w^e have for some time been 
in communication with the Judfjes of the Supreme Court, on the subject of the measures 
to be taken for the amendment of the laws applicable to the different classes of persons 
resident within the British territories, and for the cstablisliment of such a judiciary system 
as might ensure their prompt and just administration, with reference especially to the 
circumstances incident to the more extended settlement of British-born subjects, with 
permission to hold land. Wo have now the honour of transmitting to you, as numbers 
ill the packet, copies of the papers noted in the margin,^ in continuation of those which 
were forwarded to you on the above date. 

2. We beg permission to call your early and particular attention to the draft of a bill 
(as finally amended) and the papers immediately relating to it (Nos. 2, 3, and 4), and 
to submit our recommendation that the necessary measures may be taken to obtain the 
enactment, by the British Legislature, of a law corresponding with that draft, with any 
modifications or additions that may appear to bo necessary or expedient. The grounds 
on which we consider such a law to be urgently and indispensably required, and the con- 
siderations which have influenced us in the adoption of its several clauses, are so fully 
explained in our correspondence with the Supreme Court, that it must be superfluous to 
enlarge upon the subject in this place. It may be sufficient to state that, in our judg- 
ment, the members of the Legislative Council should not^ in the first instance at least, be 
numerous. It may eventually be proper to enlarge it ; and the number to be inserted in 
the bill, which in the draft is left blank, your Honourable Court will best be able to 
determine. Besides the Members of the Supreme Council, and the Judges of the Supremo 
Court, we are not prepared to hazard an opinion as to what individuals should be admitted 
into the Legislative Council, or from what classes and on what principles, the selections 
should be made. I’hese indeed arc points which, we think, should be left exclusively to 
the decision of the home authorities. 

3. We shall only add, that we hardly consider necessary the precautionary measure 
adverted to in the concluding paragraph of the Judges’ letter, dated the 13th instant. 

4. A copy of any reply which we may receive to tlic letter we addressed to the Judges 

on 


* Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court, dated the ISth September 1S30, with four Enclosures* 
Ditto to ditto, dated 88th September 1890, with its Enclosures. 

Ditto to ditto, dated 9th October 1890. 

Ditto from ditto, dated 7th October 1890. 

Ditto to ditto, dated 11th October 1890, with its Enclosure. 

Ditto from ditto^ dated IStli October 1890, with its Enclosure, 
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on the 1 llh instant, on the subject of the Enclosures 2, 3, and 4 of their letter dated the 
13th ultimo, will be forwarded to your Honourable Court with all practicable 
dispatch. 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. Bentinck. 

W. B. Bayley. 

C. T. Metcalfe. 


(Fort William. — Revenue Department.) 

ABSTRACT of Revenue Letter, No. 4, of 1830, addressed to the Honourable Court 
of Directors, dated the 14tli October 1830. 

Forwarding w’ith reference to Papers transmitted on the 20th October 1829, copy of 
Correspondence with the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Fort William, 
in Bengal, relative to the institution of Legislative Councils, the establishment of a 
judiciary system, and the formation of a code of laws for the British territories in the 
East« Indies. 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 


No. 26. 

LETTER from the Judges of the Supremo Court to the Governor-General in Council ; 
submitting Papers relative to the institution of Legislative Councils, the formation of 
a Code, and the establishment of a System of Courts. 

Calcutta, 13th September 1830. 

Right Honourable Loro and Honourable Sirs ; 

We have given from the first all the attention in our power to the subjects mentioned 
in the letter which you addressed to us on the 20th of October last, and having had the 
benefit of conferring personally with you upon some occasions, we now submit to your 
consideration the accompanying papers, viz. No. 1, intituled Heads of a Bill, to be 
intituled an Act for establishing Legislative Councils in the East-Indics.'* This you are 
aware is not a pape)* of our own, but one which, with the assent of us all, though not 
with an absolute unanimity as to minor points, was arranged at the conferences to which 
you did us the honour of admitting us. No. 2, intituled, Some observations on the 
suggestion of the Governor-General in Council, as to the formation of a code of laws 
for the British territories in the East-Indies.” No. 3, Outline of a system of Courts 
" for the British territories in the East- Indies.” 

You have signified your wish that specific provisions for the last object should be 

annexed 
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annwed to those which relate to the establishment of Legislative Councils^ and which have 
been reduced into the form of a bill ; but perhaps the papers Nos. 2 and 3 will indicate 
sufficiently both tlie outline of the arrangements which would occur to us, if any extensive 
alteration in the system of Courts should be made, and the difficulties which prevent us 
at present from reducing our notions upon the subject into the form of a bill. Without 
knowing better than we do the views of his Majesty’s Ministers, and of the Court of 
Directors, we can form but very uncertain conjectures of what is practicable, or at least 
of what would be adapted to the ground-work on which it may be intended to re- 
establish the Government of India. 

As long as the East-India Company may continue not only to have that right of 
perpetuity which is annexed to its character of a trading corporation, but actually to 
carry on trade, it will probably bo thought that there must be some Courts in India, not 
only of appellate, but of original jurisdiction, of which the Judges shall be appointed 
immediately by the Crown, if for no other reason, yet for this at least, that the Com- 
pany may sue and be sued in their commercial capacity, before some tribunals not 
constituted by themselves, nor consisting merely of their own civil servants, whom the 
most perfect integrity never can exempt from the impression, that they are too dependent 
on the Company to act as Judges in questions between them and other Britisli persons ; 
but if the Company should ever cease to trade, or even if that separation of their pro- 
ceedings in their commercial from those in their political capacity, which, to a certain 
extent, was provided for by the 53 Geo. III. c. 155, should now be carried furtlier and 
completed; one objection, at least, against all the Courts of original jurisdiction being 
put upon the footing of Company’s Courts, might be removed. 

A general admission of British persons into the provinces, or any parts of them, with 
the right of holding lands in foe, would present a state of circumstances requiring in the 
arrangements of Courts of Justico some different provisions from those which would be 
suitable to a system, founded upon a prohibition of the intercourse of British persons 
with tho interior of the country. These and several other undecided and doubtful 
points, of the gravest importance as matters of state policy, and to which, as to the 
foundation on which it would rest any bill for the general administration of justice must 
be accommodated, prevent us from offering anything more than mere suggestions as to 
the formation of any code of law and system of Courts. We are prepared, however, it» 
say, that there is no arrangement which we are able to anticipate, in which it does n.>t 
seem to us that it w'ouldbe desirable there should be a Legislative Council for India, or 
one for each Presidency, subordinate to the Imperial Parliament ; and in like manner one 
Court for India, or one for each Presidency, of intermediate appeal between the 
superior Courts of this country and his Majesty in Council, or thi: House of Lords; and 
that of these Legislative Councils and Courts of Appeal, a nuijority of the Members and 
Judges should be appointed immediately by the Crown, we should say indeed that the 
whole ought to be so appointed, but that a portion of them should be selected by the 
Ministers of the Crown from amongst the Company’s servants ; and it might perhaps be 
thought more regular to establish any such Courts of Appeal by Letters Patent of tho 
Crown, issued under tho authority of an Act of Parliament, rather than by Act of 
Parliament alone. Whether such Legislative Councils and Supreme Courts of Appeal 

could 
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could at present, and all at once, be brought into active and effectual operation for alt 
India, is perhaps more than doubtful, and our own inclination of opinion would be to 
attempt to give tliem effect within some one limited district, with a liberty at the same 
time to the Governor- General in Council to make use of tliem for the rest of the territories 
in cases in which they could be employed for that purpose with advantage. Our views of 
this matter are stated in the draft of a letter which w'c are about to send in reply to one 
received by us from the Secretary of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 
Of this draft, wo take the liberty of enclosing a copy, marked No. 4, and if any 
objection should be felt by the Governor-General in Council against any statements in 
it, we would willingly ro-considbr them, and make any corrections which may be desirable 
with the least possible delay. 

It has been with unfeigned reluctance indeed, and seme apprehension of giving offence, 
that we have spoken as plainly as we have done upon several points both in that letter and 
in the other papers which are now^ .submitted to yon ; but upon a subject respecting which, 
from its extent and intricacy, all opinions are so liable to be misunderstood, those which 
are stated otherwise than plainly and fully may serve for much mischief, but can scarcely 
do any good. We beg leave to assure you, in all sincerity, of our desire to render any 
assistance of which we may be thought capable, upon this occasion of the re-establish- 
ment by Parliament of the Government of the British territories in India. In so va.st an 
affair it is impossible that any persons can act together unless there be a willingness on all 
sides to make some sacrifices of opinion ; and of the greater part of what we have taken 
the liberty to suggest, we hope it will be understood that it is intended as nothing more 
than suggestion, and that it is susceptible of various modifications. The only principles 
which we are desirous should be considered as fixed, are such as we are confident all of us are 
fully agreed upon, namely, that all the Indian territories which constitute the three Presi- 
dencies are dominions of tlie Crown of the United Kingdom, though with all such con- 
ditions annexed as have been stipulated in any treaties or agreements made at the time of 
the acquisition of the territories ; that Parliament has an unquestionable right of legisla- 
ting for the whole of the Indian dominions of the Crown, notwithstanding that certain 
powers of legislation have been and may hereafter be committed to others by Act of 
Parliament, or permitted to subsist in the hands of others as a remnant of the former insti- 
tutions of the country ; and tliat although justice must in general be administered in 
India by Indian Courts, yet wherever circumstances will admit of a sufficiently regular 
frame of Government being established, the appeal or the last resort ought to be some 
Court or Courts of the United Kingdom, or some Courts in India, of which the Judges 
should be appointed immediately by the Crown. 


We have the honour to be, &o. 

(Signed) CiiAs. Edw. Grey. 

Edward Ryan. 


True copy : 


(Signed) Holt Mackenzib, 
Sec. to the Government. 
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(Enclosure, No. 1.) 


Heads of a Bill to be intituled '' An Act for establishing Legislative Councils in th(‘ 

East-Indies.*’ 


1. Whereas the Civil and Military Government of the Presidencies of Fort William, 
Fort St. George and Bombay, in the Kast-Indies, subject to such superintendence, direc- 
tion, controul and restrictions as for that purpose have been provided and established, is 
entrusted to the Governor- General in Council and the Governors in C‘ouiiciI of the said 
Presidencies, and also the ordering, management and go\ ermnent of all the territorial 
actpiisitions and revenues therein : And whereas the said Governor- General in Council 
and Governors in Council have bqpn authorized and empowered by several Acts of Par- 
liament to make rules, ordinances, regulations and laws, as well for the imposition of 
duties and taxes as for divers other purposes ; and it hath been enacted, that all regula- 
tions affecting the rights, persons or property of the natives, or of any other individuals 
who may bo amenable to the Provincial (’oiirts of Justice, shall be registered in the 
Judicial Department and formed into a regular code ; and it hath also been provided, 
that the rules, oi*di nances and regulations made for the settlements at Fort W illiam. Fort 
St. George and Bombay, and the factories and places subordinate thereto, shall be regis- 
tered in the Supreme (’ourts of Judicature at the said settlements, with the consent and 
approbation of the said Courts ; and further j^rovisioiis have been made for the better 
enabling of his Majesty in Council in some cases to disallow or repeal, and in others to 
amend, such rules, ordinances or law\s: And whereas it is necessary that a power should 
at all times be vested in some persons resident within the British territories in the East- 
Indies, of making regulations and laws for all the territories and people there under 
British Government : And whereas the several Acts of Parliament vv hicli have heretofore 
been passed for that purpose have been found to be in some respects iiiiporfect and 
iucoiiveuient, and it is expcxlicnt that more full, certain and effectual provisions should 
be established instead of them; be it therefore enacted, that so much of an Act, 


intituled, &c. 


13 Geo. III. c. 03, s. 36, 37. 


‘21 Goo. 111. c. 70, s. 23. 

37 Geo. 111. c. 14*2, s. S. 

30 and 10 Geo. III. c. 79, ss. 11, 18, 10, 20. 
47 G eo. III. scss. 2, c. 08, ss. 1, 2, 3, 
53 Geo. III. c. 155, ss. 08, 09, 100. 


and so much of every other Act heretofore passed as in any way relates to the making of 
any laws or regulations by the Governor-General in Council, or the Governors in Council 
of any of the said Presidencies, be, and tlie same are hereby repealed : Provided always^ 
and bo it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall be construed so as to repeal 
any regulations heretofore made by any Govern or- General in Council or Governor in 
Council ; but all such regulations, until Uiey be expressly repealed or altered by some 
competent authority, shall have the same force and effect as they would have had if tliis 
Act had not been passed. 

7 R 


LEUISIATIVE 

COrN<ILs, 

&< 

Papers submitteci 
by Judges. 

llcmU of Bill. 


2. And 



1198 FIFTH APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


LKr>l$LATlV£ 

COUNCll-‘4, 

Papers submitlGd 
by Judges. 

Heads of Bill. 


2. And be it further enacted, That tliere shall be one Legislative Council within each 
of (lie ‘■aid Presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George and Bombay. 

:1. Itlach of the said Legislative Councils shall consist respectively of the Goverrior- 
(joiieral, or (jovernor of the Presidency for the time being, and of all other the Members 
of the Council of the Presidency, and of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture of the Presidency, and of such other persons, not exceeding — in numbers, from 
time to time shall be appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, or by the Direc- 
tors of the East-India Company, by and with the approbation of his Majesty, his heirs 
or successors. 

4. ' Each of the said I-.egislativc Councils, or so many of the members thereof ns shall 
be able to attend, shall meet and assemble from time to time at some convenient place, 
to be appointed by the Governor-General, Governor ert* Vice-President, within the towns 
of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay respectively, or in the neighbourhood, and within some 
convenient distance of the same, at such times and in such manner as such Governor- 
General, Governor or V'icc- President, shall also cliroct; and it shall not be lawful for 
any of the said Legislative (.’oiincils to assemble in the capacity of a Legislative Council 
otherwise than is herein provided. 

5. Each of the said Legislative Councils shall be capable of deliberating, resolving and 
acting in its capacity of a Legislative Council whenever three members thereof shall be 
lawfully assembled, provided that one of the three be either the Governor- General, 
Governor, Vice-President, or some other Member of the Council of the Presidency, and 
another be one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, but not otherwise, unless there 
should be no Judge then resident, or unless upon any iiigent occasion there shotdd be 
any refusal or wilful neglect of the Judges then resident at the place at which, or in the 
neighbourhood of which, any of the said Councils shall be held ; in either of which coses, 
and after a Minute to that eftect shall have been entered upon the proceedings of any 
such Legislative (\^uiK*il, and sigiieil by the Governor- General, Governor or Vice- 
President for the time being, it shall be lawful for any three members of any sucli 
Council who may be assembled upon any such occasion to deliberate, resolve and act in 
all respects as a L('gislutivc Council, in the same way as if one of the Judges had been 
present : And be it further enacted, that all the proceedings at any meeting of any such 
Legislative Council shall be conducted as nearly as possible in the same manner and 
form as the proceedings before the Governor- General in Council are by statute directed 
to be conducted, except that no Governor-General or Governor shall have any power of 
making any law or regulation, nor of deciding any question whatsoever which may arise in 
any such Legislative Council of his own sole authority : IVovided always, and be it further 
enacted, that no law or regulation of any of the said three Legislative Councils shall be 
deemed or taken to have been hriully resolved upon and established, nor sliall have any 
force or eftect whatsoever until the consent in writing of the Governor-General of Fort 
William in Bengal, shall have been first obtained and annexed thereto; and that no law 
or regulation of cither of the Legislative Councils at Madras and Bombay shall have any 
force or eftect until it shall have been confirmed by the Legislative Council of the Presi- 
dency of Fort William in Bengal, for which purpose, as soon as it shall have been fully 
resolved upon, it shall be sent to the Legislative Council of the Presidency of Fort 

William 
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William in Bengful ; and it is hereby further enacted, that the Legislative Council of the 
said Presidency of Fort William shall have full power and authority to make regulations 
and laws, as well for the other Presidencies of Fort 8t. George and Bombay and fur all 
the territories and territorial acquisitions in the East Indies in the possession and under 
the government of the l^.st- India Company, in the same manner as for the Presiilency of 
Fort William iUelf, whensoever to the said Legislative Council of the Presidency of Fort 
William it shall appear thnt there is occasion so to do; and shall also ha\e the power 
of repealing or altering any regulations or laws heretofore made by any Governor in 
Councilor hereafter to be made by any Legislative Council of either of the said Presi- 
dencies of Fort St. George or Bombay. 

0. Every law or regulation, after it shall have been resolved upon by any of the saifl 
Legislative Cuuiicilsi and before if shall bo submitted to the Governor-General of Fort 
William for the purpose of having his consent in writing annexed thereto, and before it 
shall be sent by the Legislative Council of Fort St. George or Bombay to the Legislative 
Council of Fort William, shall be sent round to every resident Member of the Legis- 
lative Council by which such law or regulation shall have been made ; and each resident 
Member, whether he shall or shall not have attended the meetings of the Council at 
which such law or regulation shall have been deliberated or resolved upon, shall signify 
in writing his assent or disapprobation thereof ; and if any two of the Judges of either of 
the Supreme Courts, or in case there ho only two or one of the Judges resident at the 
time, then if the only Judge or the Chief Justice, or in his absence the Senior Judge of 
the Supremo Court of the Presidency at which the law or regulation shall have heeii 
passed, slndl state his or their disupprobation thereof by reason of his or their opinion 
and belief, that such law or regulation is not within the powers vested by this or any sub- 
sequent Act in the Legislative Council by which the law or regulation shall have been 
made, and shall also slate his or their grounds or reasons for such opinion and belief, 
then the law or regnlaliori respecting which such opinion and belief shall be so slated as 
aforesaid shall be suspended, and shall liavc no force nor effect until such time as it shall 
have been referred to the President of the Board of C()mmis.siuner8 for the Affairs of India 
for the time being, and to the Directors of the East-lndia Company, and until the orders 
of such President respecting the same shall have been received in India ; ainl the said 
President for the time being is hereby authorized in all such cases to submit any such 
law or regulation to his Majesty in Council, and after having so submitted the same, to 
issue his orders to the Governor- General of Fort William for the revocation or .«.nppres- 
sion, or the publication and enforcement of the law or regulation ; and if any such law or 
regulation shall be so directed to be publi.shed and enforced, it shall after such publica- 
tion have the same force, authority and effect, and no other, as if no such suspension as 
hath hereinbefore been mentioned had taken place. 

7. The powers of each of the said Legislative Councils, to be exercised in manner and 
form as aforesaid, shall extend to the making of laws and regulations for the repealing, 
amending or altering of any regulations heretofore made by any Governor- General in 
Council, or Governors in Council, or hereafter to be made by any of the said Legislative 
Councils, and to the making of laws and regulations for all other purposes whatsoever, 
and for all manner of persons, whether British or native, or foreigners or others, and for 
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all places and things whatsoever^ within and throughout the whole and every part of the 
British territories in the East- Indies, in the possession and under the government of the 
East- India Company, except as hereinafter is excepted, and subject to the conditions and 
restrictions hereinafter expressed, and at all times and in every respect subject to the full, 
absolute and supreme legislative power and control of the Imperial Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; Provided always, tliat no law or regula- 
tion, made by either of the said Legislative Councils for the Presidencies of Madms or 
Bombay, shall Ot any time have any force, authority or effect, except within the limits of 
the territories constituting the Presidency, by the Council of which it shall have been 
made. 

8. No law made by any of the said Councils shall in any way repeal, vary, suspend or 
ailed any Act of the Imperial Parliament, nor any Letters Patent of the Crown, nor in 
any way affect any prerogative or right of the Crown or Parliament, nor the constitution 
or rights of the East-India Company, nor any part of the unwritten law or constitution of 
tlie realm of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, whereon may depend 
in any degree the allegiance of any persons to the Crown, or the sovereignty or dominion 
of any part' of the British territories in the Bast- Indies. 

9. As soon as any law or regulation shall have been resolved upon, and passed at any 
lawful riieetiiig of any of the said Legislative Councils, it shall forthwith be published in 
the Government Gazette, or some other newspaper of the place, before it shall be sent 
round to the resident Members of the Legislative Council and to the Governor- General 
of Fort William, for the expression of their approbation or dissent, in writing, and an 
interval of fourteen days at the least sliall take place, from the time of the first publica- 
tion, before the Cjovernor- General shall give such consent ; and if any person or persons 
interested in or affected by any such law or regulation, shall petition any such Council to 
take into consideration his or their objections against it, at any time before the consent in 
writing of the Governor- General of Fort William for the establishment of such law or 
regulation shall have been given to the Governor-General, or Governor or Vice-President 
of the Presidency, at uhich the law or regulation shall have been made, shall direct at 
what time and place any such person or persons shall state his or their objections, and 
whether by written petition only, by counsel, or in person ; and it shall be lawful for 
any person or persons who may be aggrieved by any such law or regulation, to appeal 
against the same to his Majesty the King in Council, who shall have full power and 
authority at any time to repeal the same, but such appeal or notice (hereof shall be made 
or given within six calendar months of the publication in India of the law or regulation 
which shall be the subject of appeal. 

10. As soon as one week shall have elapsed after any law or regulation shall have 
been established by any resolution of any of the said Legislative Councils, and by such 
written consent of the Governor- General, as hereinbefore has been made necessary, the 
same, if no sufficient caase shall have been given for the suspension thereof in manner 
aforesaid, shall be carefully registered, and preserved as a record by such Legislative 
Council , and shall be printed and published in the English language ; and for the better 
securing of a general and accurate publication thereof, one printing-office or press, for 
each Presidency, and no more, shall from time to time bo licensed by the Governor- 

General 
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General in Council, or Governor or Vice- President in Council, of the Presidency, to 
print and publish the laws of each Legislative Council, and the granting* or changing of 
such licenses shall from time to time be noticed by proclamation or public advertisement ; 
and each of the said Legislative Councils shall, from time to time, make such standing 
orders as may be most convenient and effective for the due publication of such laws, in as 
many of the languages of India, and in such manner as may most effectually secure a 
speedy, full and complete promulgation thereof throughout the British territories in the 
East-Indies, so that the knowledge thereof maybe communicated to all who maybe liable 
to be in any way affected thereby. 

11. If any person or persons shall wilfully publish any false statement of any law of 
any of the said Legislative (’louncils, he or they shall be deemed guilty of*a misdemeanor, 
and shall he punished accordingly ; and if any person shall suffer damage or loss in con- 
sequence of being misled by any such false statement, it shall be' a good cause for his 
recovering damages in a civil action, to be instituted against the party or parties by 
whose false statement he shall have been so misled. 

12. Within one month after the passing and registering of any law or regulation by 
any of the said Legislative Councils, the Governor- General in Council, or Governors or 
Vice-President in Council, shall send duplicate copies of the same to the Court of Direc- 
tors of the East-lndia Company, and to the President or Secretary of the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India ; and at any time within one year from the first 
receipt of any such law or regulation, it shall be lawful for the President of the suiil 
Board of Commissioners, after having submitted the same to his Majesty in Council, to 
transmit to the Legislative Council of the Presidency of Fort William an order fi>r the 
repeal of the same, and the same shall be forthwith repealed: Provided always, that all 
acts done under and according to any such law previous to such repeal thereof, and 
during its continuance, shall be good and valid ; and all persons shall be saved harmless 
for any thing by them done, or omitted to be done, in obedience to or compliuiice with 
any such law, before the tiino at which they shall have h;ul, or with due care and watch- 
fulness might have had, notice of the repeal thereof. 

13. Nothing herein contained shall exteinl or be constinied to extend to the aflcctiiiir 
in any way of the right or power of the Imperial Parliament to make laws for the 
British territories in the East-Indies, and for all the inhabitants thereof ; and it is 
expressly declared, that a full, complete and constantly existing right and power is 
intended to be reserved, and is hereby reserved to the Imperial Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to control, supersede or prevent, by Act of Par- 
liament, all proceedings and acts whatsoever of the siiid Legislative C'ouncils, and to 
repeal and annul at any time any act, law or regulation whatsoever, by the said C*oiin- 
cils at any time made or done, and in all respects to legislate for the British territories 
in the East-Indies, and the inhabitants thereof, in as full and ample a manner as if this 
act had not been passed ; and the better to enable the Imperial Parliament to exercise 
at all times such authority, power and right, the President of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Affairs of India shall, once in every Session of Parliament, lay before both 
Houses of Parliament the Laws and Regulations of the said Legislative Councils, which, 
since the foregoing Session, may have been transmitted to him or to the Secretary of the 
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said Board as hereinbefore is provided ; and once in every period of — — ■» years tlie 
said Legislative Councils shall transmit to the President of the Board of Commissioners, 
and the said President shall lay before both Houses of Parliament, the whole of the 
subsisting laws heretofore made by the said Councils, and then remaining unrepealed 
and in force ; and the said Councils, before such transmission of the same, shall cause 
the same to be methodically and systematically arranged, and shall annex thereto such 
tables, indexes, glossaries, and other explanatory documents and materials as may be 
conducive to the true understanding of the same. 

14. All laws and regulations which shall be made and published by the said Legis- 
lative Councils in the manner and form hereinafter provided, as long as they shall remain 
luirepealed and* unaltered, shall be of the same force and effect within and throughout 
the British territories in the Kast-Indies, and every part thereof, as any act of the Imperial 
Parliament is, would or ought to be within the same territories, and shall be taken 
notice of by all Courts of Justice whatsoever within the same territories, and in every 
j)art thereof, in the same manner as any public act of Parliament would and ought to be 
taken notice of, without being specially pleaded or put in evidence. 

(Signed) Chas. Edw, Ghry. 

Edward Kyan. 


A true copy : 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 


(Enclosure, No. 2.) 

Some OBSERVATIONS on a Suggestion by the Governor- General in Council, as to 
the fonnalioii of a Code of Laws for the British Territories in the East-Indies. 

Observations on It may be said, with sufficient precision for the present purpose, that the whole body 
Governor-Gen.’s of Municipal Law, in any country, may be comprehended within tlie divisions into which 
‘Suggestion. g-^. William Blackstoiic has separated the English Law ; First, the rights of persons,, or 
the distribution of political power, privileges, rights and duties. Secondly, the rights 
of things, or the law of property in Uiings immoveable and in things moveable, together 
with the law of contracts. Tliirdly, private wrongs, or the deCriitiou of injuries done by 
persons to each other, for which the law provides remedies and tlie means of compensa- 
tion, together with the courses prescribed for the attainment of such remedies. Fourthly, 
public wrongs, or the defiuition of those injuries which are not susceptible of compensa- 
tion, and are supposed to have a direct effect upon the interests of the whole body of the 
people, together with the courses established for attaching such consequences to injuries 
of this sort as may deter others from being guilty of them. As to the first of these 
divisions of law, namely, the rights of persons, it has always hitherto been, and is likely 
to remain in India, in so deplorable and discreditable a state of confusion, that it is 
scarcely possible to speak of it with the plainness which is requisite for showing the real 

state 
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state of the case^ and yet with the respect whicli is due to it as the existing law. Tiie col7^ciLs, 

most opposite notions are allowed to prevail upon points, respecting which, it is of the 

utmost importance that no doubt which can be removed should continue to subsist. There Papers submitted 

is no uniform, or definite opinion, either as to the true character and incidents of tlie hy Judges. 

Sovereignty of the Crown, nor of the dependence of the laws on Parliament, nor as to ^ 

tlie rights either of political power or of property of the East-IiuUa Company, nor even (jovernor-Gen**'! 

of the relation in nhicli the many millions of natives stand to the political aiilhoritics by Suggest Ion. 

which they are entirely governed. Diflercut races of nati\es have dillerent grounds of 

])()litical right ; as to one class of them, it is even disputed under which of two dirterent 

systems of law it is that they live. Amongst the Hindoos and Mahomedans then? are 

persons not oven claiming any sovcr(?ignty, to whom the Governments have nevertheless 

stipulated an exemption from law, or at least from all Courts of Justice. Amongst the 

British authorities we have C'niirts, which the Legislature has made Supreme, yet to 

which no other Courts are allowed to b(? subordinate ; Commissions of the Peace, whieli 

are sealed by the Supreme Courts, but are directed almost exclusively to persons wJuj 

are judicial or magisterial officers of the C’onipany, and who have been recently declared 

by the Privy Council to be exempt in that character from the coiitroul by mandatory 

writs of the Courts out of which their commissions as Justices issue ; so that from the 

difficulty of distinguishing what is done by them in one character from what is done in 

the other, the consequence must be, that in both tliey will no longer be responsible to any 

but the Governor- General in Council. There are Acts of Parliament commanding the 

Supreme Courts to take evidence for the House of Lords, and for specitil tribinirils in 

England, constituted inter alia, for the prosecution of oftences by the officers of the 

Indian Governments ; and there are Letters Patent on the? other hand, forbidding the 

Supreme Courts to call for the evidence of natives, except according to the practice of 

the Company's Courts, or in other w'ords, except as the Indian Governnieiits and 

their officers will permit. The rights and pow’ers of all the Court’s ullicors, and 

other persons, which depend on Regiildtions of the Governments, are subject at all 

times to change ; and there is no adequate provision for keeping them in harmony 

with Acts of Parliament and Letters Patent of the Crown which apply to India. 

In this state of circumstances, no one can pronounce an opinion, or form a judg- 
ment, however sound, upon any disputed right of persons, respecting which doubt 
and confusion may not be raised by those who may choose to call it ui question ; for 
very few of the public, or persons in office at home, not even the law officers, can he 
expected to have so comprehensive and clear a view of the present Indian system, as to 
know readily and familiarly the bearings of each part of it on the rest, 'i'he title that is 
sound in it is obscured by ill-defined pretensions on all sides, and by shreds and patches 
of law of every texture and hue ; some, the remnants of what has long been worn out, and 
others, the samples of what, at different times, it has been the design of one party or another 
to manufacture. There are English Acts of Parliament specially provided for India, and 
others of which it is doubtful whether they apply to India wholly, or in part, or not at 
all. There is the English common law and constitution, of which the application, in many 
respects, is still more obscure and perplexed. Maliomcdaii law, and usage ; Hindoo law, 
usage and Scripture ; Charters and Letters Patent of the Crown ; Regulations of the 
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Govcnnnents; some made declaredly under Acts of Parliament particularly authorising 
them, and others, which are founded, as some say, on the general powers of Govern* 
ment entrusted to the Company by Parliament, and, as others assert, on their rights as 
successors of the old Native Governments j some Regulations require registry in a 
Supreme Court, others do not ; some liave effect generally throughout India, others are 
peculiar to one Presidency or one toivii. There are commissions of the Governments, 
and circular orders from the Nizamut Adawlut, and from the Dewaniiy Adawlut ; 
treaties of tlie Crow n ; treaties of the India Governments ; besides inferences drawn at 
pleasure from the application of the droit public and law of nations of Europe, to a 
state of circumstances which will justify almost any construction of it, or qualification of 
its force. Such a state of things, though it may not bo justly liable to blame (inasmuch 
as it may have been unavoidable), and though a great part of it may be better than 
anything which could be readily substituted, can scarcely subsist as a whole without dis- 
turbing the course of goodgovenmient even within the United Kingdom ; and it would, no 
doubt, be very desirable that so confused a tissue should be disentangled, and that 
as much ns possible of it should be arranged and permanently fixed by Acts of Parlia- 
ment, or Letters Patent authorized by Act of Parliament, or Regulations made under 
Aots of Parliament, and in conformity with the powers granted by them, and that 
whatever it may be necessary to leave in a more loose state, should bo declared to be so 
left only because it is necessary, and that time must elapse before all can be reduced to 
order. Until something be done in this w^ay, it will scarcely bo possible to make any 
satisfactory provisions for the establishment of Courts, and the administration of justice. 
But, on the other hand, it must bo remembered, that in proportion to the extent and 
variety of the subject-matter, and the obscurity in which it has been involved, must the 
difficulty be of applying a remedy to it. There cannot, however, be any such insuperable 
difficulty, that the relations in which the Crown, the Parliament, the Company, and the 
inhabitants of India stand to each other, might not be declared, and a foundation be 
thus laid upon which a regular and well-defined structure of law and government, ade- 
quate to the good management of a limited district, might be established at present, and 
afterwards extended. As to the second branch of law, or the law of property, it would 
not be difficult to put the rights of property in things moveable, together with the law 
of contracts, upon one footing for all descriptions of persons in India. No great mischief 
apparently would arise from providing that, in such matters, tlie law of England should 
also be the law of India, and the benefit which would be obtained, would be that there 
would he the same law for all places. As to immoveable property, or property in land, 
it is a subject of much greater difficulty and embarrassment. The customary interests of 
the injmediate cultivators of the soil are, throughout all India, obscure^ various, and 
uncertain. It is those interests which present the real obstacle to the admission of British 
persons to hold landed estates. There could not be any insuperable difficulty in providing 
against any danger arising to the Government from British residents in the interior^ nor ui 
protecting the native inhabitants against their open violence. A power of summary trans- 
mission would be more than sufficient. But the real difficulty would be to reconcile the 
existence of zemindary and talookdary rights in tlie hands of British persons, with the 
preservation of the customary rights of the ryots or other persons bolding under them. 

Custom 
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Custom and usage ought to be the criterion of such rights, and if there was a suflicient 
number of good Courts of Law, well adapted in all their circumstances to the decision of 
such disputes, though it cannot be said there would be an end of the difficulty, yet the 
same means would be provided by which similar difficulties have been overcome in other 
states. But when the arrears of the Country Courts exceed 100,000 causes, and when 
the Government, in despair of being able to provide a sufficient number of British Judges, 
are committing the administration of justice, for the most part, to native persons, it would 
seem to bo illusory to hold out a general permission to British persons to buy lands 
throughout India. If they were to purchase the rights of zemindars or talookdars, and 
had no appeal but to a Mahomedan or Hindu Judge against the claims of the revenue 
officers from above, or the ryots from below, they would very soon be glad to abandon 
their bargains. The only course which in such circumstances seems to show any reason- 
able prospect of forming any good laws respecting land, is that of separating some one 
province or district from the rest, in which the revenue has been already permanently 
settled, and in applying within that district all the means of Government to the purpose 
of adjusting and fixing the complicated interests of all the classes of landholders, and of 
reducing them by degrees to simpler and more convenient forms. I'his has been one 
necessary step in the progres.s of civilization in our otvn country, and in almost every ^her 
which has ever come to be far advanced in civilization ; nor is there anything in the 
customary rights of Indian Biswadars or Meerasseedars, which it would be more difficult 
to deal with, if instead of attempting all India at once, a portion of the country of 
manageable extent were selected, than there has been heretofore in reducing the fantastic 
and vexatious varieties which had grown up in France and England under the feudal 
system, to the better, forms of landed property which now prevail. If a general permis- 
sion to purchase lauds were to be extended only to some small province, such as the 
Delta of the Ganges, with a privilege for retired servants of the Company, of a certain 
standing and residence in India, to hold lands within a somewhat larger circle, the plan 
might be manageable. Sufficient Courts might be established or commissions issued for 
settling the landed tenures ; a concentration of capital, skill and social civilization might be 
preserved, which would be almost as necessary to the welfare of a new and distinct set of 
proprietors of land estiiblished in an old country, as the concentration of labour is found 
to be in a new country ; and if a law were made, that after a specified period, no other 
estates in land should be created by purchase within these districts than fee simple, or 
lease for years or for life, and provisions should be gradually made also for the purpose 
of ultimately accomplishing, not merely that which was done in Ireland, by the abolition 
of the British tenures, but that still more wholesome measure, which was accomplished in 
England at one stroke, by the English statute of Charles II., namely, the resolving of all 
existing varieties of tenures into two or threo of well defined characters and incidents. 
The old tenures, which have been the spontaneous growth of different times and different 
circumstances, would fade away, or a perception of the benefits of the simpler system 
would perhaps cause all estates very soon to be cast anew, by the choice of their owners, 
in these new moulds. At first, if such a safeguard should be thought necessary, the lands 
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of Europeans need not be either inheritable or capable of being devised ; but a condition 
might be annexed to such estates^ that the executors, within a year after the death of the 
owner, should sell, and the produce of the sale should bo a part of the assets. The 
children and widow, or the next of kin, or legatees of the owner, would in this way get the 
whole benefit of any improvements made by him, and yet the inconvenience that might 
arise from the laud devolving upon infants or persons living out of India, or merely come 
thither, would bo avoided. At some future period, when it might be thought right 
to make the lands of Europeans liable to succession, or capable of being inherited, 
they might be made, in the absence of a will, partable amongst all the chilaren, but 
the owner might have the power of devising them by a registered will to any one of 
his children. This plan would neither exclude nor rigidly enforce the succession of 
one only, which by many persons is thought so benefleial, and it would not be very 
different in effect from the present law of England, where the ordinary course is the 
succession of one, but the owner in fee simple has the power of ilc vising the estate 
to all, or of charging it, or ordering to be sold for their benefit. The upshot, 
indeed, of all that has been said and written for and against the rule of primogeniture 
ill the inlieritatice of lands, scorns to be very little more than that, in cases in which 
a fiE%hcr dies in possession of moans which enable him to make his eldest son a pro* 
priotor of a landed estate, at the same time that he can leave a suitable maintenance to 
his widow and a sufficiency to his younger children, it is better to make this arrangement 
than to divide equally the whole of his property, because it is desirable to keep up 
classes of landed proprietors of different ilegrees of wealth, as better persons to fill the 
gulf which lies between the Sovereign and the peasant, than mere functionaries of the 
Government ; but that where a landed estate cannot be kept in the hands of one, except 
by leaving his other children in uncomfortable circumstances, it is better that the owner 
should divide the whole. The law, as it now exists in England, abstractedly considered, 
is better perhaps than that which is here suggested for India, because it tends less to 
joint- tenancy and tenancy in common, either of which impedes cultivation and improve- 
ment, and as we know from experience here, gives rise to ruinous disputes. But with 
reference to the habits and settled notions of the natives, it would not be desirable to 
provide at present, that the eldest son only, in the case of intestacy, should succeed to 
tile father. The third head of law, or definition of private injuries, and the courses for 
obtaining redress for them, would not be very difficult of arrangement. The definition 
of private injuries might be taken in great measure from the English law, but simpler 
forms of action ought to be provided, and the principles only of pleading should be esta- 
blished, with a positive declaration tbat the minute technical rules of the English law 
were not to be binding, though, at tlie discretion of Judges, they might still be acted 
upon, like any other rules, of right reason, where they might be found to be justly appli* 
cable. The settling of the fourth division of law would be easily practicable^ Any one 
intelligent English lawyer, and one of the civil servants employed in the Nieainut 
Adawlut, with the assistance of the Reports of that Court recently published, might 
jointly prepare a Regulation in a few months, which would be for all persons throug^iout 
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India as good a penal code as any now existing in the world. The arrangement of a councils. 

system of Courts for carrying the code into execution is another matter^ and some obscr- 

vations are made upon it in a separate paper. l*upcr« submitted 

(Signed) Chaules FJuward Grky. by Judges, 

A true copy : Edward Ryan. 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 


(Fiiiclosure, No. 3.) 

OUTLINE of a System of Courts for the British Territories in the East-Indies. 

It is with a great distrust of our own competency that we offer any opinions respecting Outline of System, 
the establishment of Courts of Justice amongst the natives in the provinces. The 
Governor-General in Council, however, having expressed a wish tJiat we .should do so, 
we will not decline the task. Our suggestions, if inappropriate, will be corrected hy 
tliose who are more familiarly acquainted with the subject. It would seem to us to he 
desirable, that a convenient and accurate division should be niaile of .so much of the Indian 
territories, as may be fitted for a system of regular government, into Presidencies, Pro- 
vinces, Zillahs and Perguniiahs. This is already done in some sort ; but miicli conve- 
nience would result from a more complete division, and from one intended and calcu- 
lated to be permanent. There would be a greater facility of inspection and control ; 
and the channels for the administratioii of justice being fixed and customary, the How 
through them would be easier and more regular, and the people would know better 
where and how they were to se<.»k for what they wanted. A map of the political divi- 
sions of India, existing under the present .system, has never been published. Why should 
it not ? Instead of that surface of huddled names, Hindoo, Mahomedan and British, of 
which some represent natural divisions of the land, but the greater part political ones 
which have long been obsolete. In a considerable part of India it would not be 
difficult to make the complete and perfect division which is here suggested ; it might be 
worth while that the authorities at home should alter, or empower the Governor- 
General to alter, in several respects, the boundaries of the existing Presidencies; 
a new one perhaps might be created. The Secretaries of the Government could easily 
make the division of each Presidency into Provinces ; the principal officer of Government 
ill each province could, with somewhat more trouble, make a subdivision of it into a con- 
venient number of Zillahs ; and the Judge of each Zillah might, in several instances, be 
able to subdivide it into Pergunnabs, defining the boundaries of each division, and making 
them unalterable, except by a regulation of the Governor-General in Council. Where 
this could not be immediately done, the existing Courts of Moonsiffs and Aumeens might 
be continued. 

2. Within every one of these divisions (Perguniiahs, Zillahs, Provinces and Presiden- 
cies) there might be one Court. The Perguniiah Courts might be under Native Judges. 

The jurisdiction of these Courts, in cases where compensation in money was sought, 
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might be limited to causes in which the matter of dispute should not exceed a eertaih 
value, say 1,000 rupees ; and in cases respecting lands, to those in which the lands lay 
entirely within the Pergunnah, and to criminal cases involving no greater punishment 
than two months’ imprisonment. In each Zillah Court there might be three Judges 
sitting at the same time, but separately, except in cases of appeal, or when any of them 
should require assistance, when they should sit together. One (or, if necessary, even 
two) of the three Judges might be natives j and their jurisdiction might extend to all 
money cases where the matter in dispute should not exceed in value 10,000 rupees ; to 
cases respecting land, in which the lands lay in more than one Pergunnah, but entirely 
within the Zillah ; and to criminal cases not involving the punishment of death or 
banishment, nor imprisonment for more than one year ; but they should have the power 
of sending any ease of difficulty to the Provincial Court for trial in the first instance, or 
of reserving it until the visit of a Provincial Judge, as hereinafter mentioned. In each 
Provincial Court there should also be three or more Judges, sitting separatdy in all 
cases, except cases of appeal, when they should sit together, and havii^ jurisdiction in 
all civil cases not triable by the inferior Courts, and in all criminal eases except treason. 
In each Presidency there might be one Supreme Court of Appeal, having also an original 
jurisdiction in civil disputes between privileged persons and bodies of the state, and in 
suits relating to important public charities, or any other matters which have the effect of 
putting lands in mortmain, and in criminal accusations of treason, or of corruption in 
the higher officers of the Government. TTiere are some who do not deem it a right 
principle for the arrangement of a system of Courts of Justice, that an inferior class of 
Judges should be provided, and less formal proceedings established for the decision of 
small causes, than for those which involve claims of greater value. A small sum, they 
say, is of os much moment to a poor man as a large one to a richer, and the poor man 
has an equal right to a perfect administration of the law ; but this can scarcely be 
adapted to practice, and is, at least, opposed to the established usage of almost all 
countries in the world in all time. There has hardly ever been any civilized state in 
which there have not been inferior Courts, and more summary modes of proceeding for 
the settlement of petty disputes ; and if the means by which justice must be adminis* 
tered, and some of the incidents of law, of property, and of crime are considered, reason 
appears to justify this usual course. For the most part, where the claim is trifling, the 
circumstances on which it depends are not difficult. A small debt does not usually 
involve a very long account ; a disp«ite about a cottage does not often depend upon an 
intricate title ; a claim of a hundred pounds rarely makes it necessary to explain the doc> 
trines of trusts and uses. Again, the consequences which are attached to the decisioti of 
small claims, do not so urgently require caution and sureness of judgment as actions of 
greater importance. In most cases it is not of equally evil consequence even to the 
parties themselves, whatever their circumstances may be, to make a mistaken decisioa as 
to fifty pounds as fifty thousand ; nor in a sentence of imprisonment for a year, MV hi' a 
sentence of death. Lastly, the smaller claims are every where l^far the most nuttiemus 
class, and taken altogether would occupy the most time, if they were to be tried with 
the same formalities as the most important cases. No state can find and pay Jodgee^of 
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(he higiieet qualifications in sufficient number for all casesj and yet it is desirable that as 
many such Judges should be employed as can be found and retained. Surely, it is only 
plain sensiMo say, that these shall be employed upon the more difficult and important 
cases, rather than upon the ordinary and trifling ones. If laws are ever reduced to so 
much simplicity, that all are equally able to understand them, then all Courts may be 
similarly constituted ; but at present it is desirable to have some of a more powerful 
constitution than can be imparted to all, for the purpose of dealing with those classes of 
cases in which the greatest difficulties are to be overcome. 

3. There should be only one appeal, demandable of right, for any error in fact. For 
error in law, whenever law is firmly established, and in all cases where corruption is 
imputed to the Judge or Court, the appeal ought to go to the Provincial Court at least. 
But for disputed facts, merely in a suit originally tried in a Pergunnah Court, there should 
be but an appeal to the Zillah, whose decree in that matter should be final ; of a suit 
originally tried in the Zillah, to the Provincial Court, whose decree should be final ; of a 
suit in the Provincial Court, to the Presidency Court of Appeal ; and of the few suits 
which would be tried originally in the Presidency Court, to the King in Council ; but 
there might be a discretionary power for the King in Council, or the Presidency Court 
of Appeal, upon special grounds, and more especially that of corruption in any Court or 
Judge, to call for any case whatever of the highest or tlie smallest importance, and if 
necessary, to suspend any decree made in it. In cases of appeal, the Judge, before whom 
the case should have been tried, should be obliged to state to the Court of Appeal a 
summary of the whole case, and the grounds of his decision ; and the whole of the cases 
sent from the Provincial Courts to the Presidency Court of Appeal, should be reduced 
into English. Every Court might have the power of issuing writs of habeas corpus 
within the district through which its jurisdicHon extended ; and the writ might be demand- 
able as of right in every Pergunnah and Zillah Court, but not in any Superior Court, 
except when any denial of the writ might have becu made by au inferior Court, from 
which the party had a right to claim it. 

4. One Judge of each Zillah might, once in the year, visit every Pergunnah Court of 
the Zillah ; one Judge of each Provincial Court might visit every Zillah Court of the 
province ; and one Judge of the Presidency Court of Appeal, every Provincial Court. 
The duty of the Judges visiting the subordinate Courts would he to inquire ivhctlier 
there were any complaints of corruption in the Courts, to receive an account of the pro- 
Clj^dings of tl^ past year, to inspect and correct the rules of practice and costs, and to 
tiy any causes which should have been adjourned until their arrival. 

5. The Judges of the Pergunnah Courts might bo named by the Zillah Judges annu- 
ally, or every five years, and if any plan could be arranged for permitting the inhabitants 
of the Pergunnah to name a list of candidates, from whom one was to be selected, it 
would be so much the better. The Zillah and Provincial Judges might hold their stations 
by appointment from the Government of the Presidency, for seven or ten years, subject 
to removal for assigned grounds of misconduct or iucompetence ; but, perhaps, it would 
be desirable that in each Provincial Court there should be a Barrister as Judge or Asses- 
sor* The Judges of the Presidency Court of Appeal ought to be appointed by the 
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(COUNCILS, Crown^ partly from amongst the Company’s civil servants^ but some of them ought to be 
barristers of ten years’ standing in England. 

Papers submitted Rules as to the districts within which causes^ criminal and civile should be tried, 

by Judges. might be that each crime« according to the nature of the offence^ must be tried in the 

. Pergunnah Zillah, or Provincial Court of that district, either in which the offence was 

Out me of System. partially committed, or in which the criminal was apprehended ; every civil 

suit relatiijg to lands in a district in which the lands are wholly situate ; every suit relat- 
ing to moveables or to contracts in the district within which either the plaintiff or the 
defendant was domiciled at the time of the cause of action accruing, or of the action 
being brought. 

. 7. All persons without any other exception than that of the Governor-General, 

Governors and Councillors, should ultimately be made equally amenable to every Court. 
The removal of the inconvoniences which might at first oppose this, belongs rather to the 
formation of a general code of law, than to that part of it which would consist of the 
arrangement of a system of Courts. 

8. For every Presidency there should be one principal officer appointed by the Govern- 
ment to see to tile execution of the process of the law, and under him there shduld be 
officers for each Province, Zillah and Pergunnah, one for each. These officers should 
enforce and execute without preference and \^ith equal diligence, the process of any Court 
of Justice whatever, which might come to their hands. They should be a distuict body 
from the judicial establishment, but amenable both civilly and criminally to all Courts of 
Justice, as the Sheriffs in England are, for corruption, falsehood or neglect. This system 
is preferable to that of each Court executing its own decrees, which tends to collision 
between the officers of different (’ourts, whereas the Sheriffs ought to be indifferently 
affected as to all. 

9. The question of Trial by Jury, which has been so much discussed, might, perhaps, 
be provided for at first by having juries of five upon all criminal trials in the Provincial 
Courts, and full juries of twelve in the Presidency Court in the few cases which would 
come before it for trial. The Zillah and Pergunnah Courts might adjourn the more 
important of the criminal cases, brought before them, until the annual visit of a Judge 
from a superior Court, who might, in such instances, have the power of summoning E 
jury of five. 

10. Instead of having any separate Courts of Equity, it might perhaps be desirable 

that, in forming a code of law, there should be a specification of certain cases to which all 
Courts might be at liberty to apply a discretionary modification of the strict rule of law, 
subject to a report to be made to the Superior Court. Equitable modtficatione will be 
found necessary in every system. 1"he great object is to make it maiufeitly apparent 
when a decision is made upon the ground of law, or when upon that of equity, in order 
that the party interested may know how to apply for the eorreoHon of any' error. 
When Judges have a general discretion to apply equitable principles in |headiniBiiM- 
tion of law, it is pretty nearly the same thing as havkig no law at all 

11. Jurisdictions, as to wills and testamenta, and the adniiiiistratiQn Of Vitale 
of deceased persons, might’ be given to the Pergunnah, Zillah, or Prdriaeial Court, 

according 
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according to the amoiiot of the property and the place where it should be deposited 
or situated, * 

(Signed) Cuarlbs Edward Grey. 
Edward Ryan. 

True copy : 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 


(Enclosure, No. 4.) 

LETTER from the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Secretary of the Board of 
Commissioners for the AflTairs of India. , 

Observations on various Questions touching the origin and nature of the Authority 
possessed by the Government and the Supreme Court of Judicature ; with Sugges* 
tions for the better Administration of Justice, and the adjustment of the numerous 
points now involved in doubts and difficulties. 

Sir: Court House, Calcutta, September 1830. 

We have now the honour of complying, to the best of our abilities, with the request 
contained in your letter of tlic ITnh of November last. 

2. To exhibit distinctly our view of the circumstances in which the Court is placed, it 
is necessary to go through a statement which we not only fear will be tedious, but of 
which the substance must be familiar to the Pre.sideiit and Board, yet the facts have been 
regarded in such diffeieiit lights, that unless we communicate our own impressions of 
them, the foundations on which our opinions rest will be liable to be misapprehended. 

3. The first East-India Company was constituted for the establishing and improving 
of a difficult and valuable trade, for a limited time, and with a reservation to the Crown 
of a power to revoke the Charter when the good of the nation might require it. 

4. In tlie reigns of William III. and Queen Anne, the old Company was induced to 
surrender its Charter, its corporate capacity was terminated, and its members were 
admitted into another Company which had been constituted not* by the Crown alone, but 
by Act of Parliament, and by Letters Patent of the Crown issued in pursuance of the 
Act ; and a power was reserved of entirely putting an end to the United Company after 
ascertain time, and upon a certain notice, and upon the repayment of a sum advanced by 
the Company to the Crown. 

5. The possessions of the old Company in the EastJndies were transferred for a 
valuable consideration to the new one ; and they were principally the island of Bombay, 
a town and fortress at Madras, and another at Calcutta. These three places, of which 
the property was then in the United Company, or those who held under them, were 
plainly recognized by the Crown in 1726, in Letters Patent of that date, to bo British 
Settlements, and within the King's peace and allegiance, and the Company who accepted 
the 'Charter must be deemed' to have been parties to it. 

6. Bombay 
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6. BoDjbay had loitg; beea sevorod from the Mogul empire, but Madras and Calcutta 

1 . probably were cou^dered, evtui subsequently to this period, by the Indian Princes whose 

Papers submitted territories surrounded them, as nothing more than factories in which they had given a 
by Judges. property to the Company, and allowed them to raise fortifications for their defence in 
“ — 7 times of disturbance. 

AdidnUtration Company was declared, in explicit terms, by the statute of the 

of Justice. ^ Geo. II. c. 14, to be a perpetual corporation, and to be entitled as such to continue to 
trade in common with other Britisli subjects, if at any time their privilege of an exclusive 
trade should be terminated. There had been a previous Act in 1710, intended probably 
to have the same eflect, but of which the language was rather obscure and uncertain. 

, 8. The powers of political government which had been given by the British Crown and 

Parliament, whether to the new Company or the old, down to the year 1757, were 
calculated mainly and almost entirely for the defence and protection of the three 
settlements above mentioned, and of the great trade which was carried on for the benefit 
of the nation. 

9. In 1757, however, in the recovery and protection of the settlement at Calcutta, an 
operation in which the Company were assisted by the King's forces, the abilities of 
Colonel Clive were so much more than equal to the occasion, that he suddenly found 
himself the conqueror of the whole of the rich and populous provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa ; the capital was in his possession ; and the Subahdar or Viceroy, whom he had 
defeated in battle, was killed by one of his own people. Colonel Clive and Admiral 
Watson, whilst the contest was going on, had promised a Mahomedan officer of the 
enemy, that if he assisted them he should be Subahdar ; and Colonel Clive accordingly 
made him assume the title and state of Subahdar of tho three provinces, though he had 
no claim by any appointment of tlie Mogul Emperor, nor by any hereditary right, but 
depended entirely upon the support of Colonel Clive, whose act must have required, in 
this case, to be ratified by the British Crown, before it could be considered as standing 
in the way of any arrangement which the Crown or Parliament might choose to make 
respecting the conquest. 

10. To pass over intermediate events, the Governor and Council of Port William, on 
tile part of the Last-India Company, in February 1765, made an agreement with the 
successor of this Subahdar, of which the substance was, that he should have the title 
and rank of Subalidar, aud Nazim of Bengal, Debar and Orissa ; but that the Company 
should nominate a Deputy Subahdar, who should not be removeable without their 
consent, and who should have tho management of all public affairs, including the revenue, 
and the appointment of officers in that department; but that these should be liable to be 
removed on the application of the Company. A British person appointed by the 
Company was to be always resident with the Subahdar, and no European was to be ad- 
mitted into bis service. Tho Subahdar agreed that the opinion of the Company should be 
tho criterion of what would conduce to his honour and reputation; and the whole military 
force was put into tlie hands of the Company, to whom Burdwan, Midnapore and 
Chittagong, three districts in Bengal, yielding a large revenue, had been some time before 
assigned for tlie purpose of their maintaining an army. 


11. At 
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11. At a later period of tlie same year, 1765, the Company obtained from the Mogul councils. 
Emperor, after the battle of Buxar, a firman, which purported to be a grant in , 

perpetuity of the whole revenues of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, upon condition of their Papers submitted 
providing for the expenses of the Nizamut, and paying to the Emperor annually twenty- by Judges, 
six lacs of rupees. — - 

12. In this manner, within a short time, and before the close of the year 1705, the Adn^iniliLion 
Company had taken into their hands all the means and forces of Government throughout of Justice. 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; and as a perpetual right to collect the land revenues neces- 
sarily implied the right of entering and measuring the lands, and of ejecting the tenants 

upon failure of payment, it was absolutely incompatible with any adverse possession in 
other hands of the dominion’ of the country. Ilierc were then but three modes in which 
it seems to have been possible to contend that the Company had the right to keep the 
powers they had obtainecl. First, as filling under the Mogul Emperor the offices of 
perpetual Dewan and commander of the army in those provinces, and as holding in 
perpetuity the three districts of Rurdwan, Midnapore and (^hittagong, with all such 
rights annexed as the Subahdar had formerly enjoyed ; secondly, as having bect^me, in 
fact, themselves the sovereigns of Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; or thirdly, that, as British 
subjects, they had obtained them by conquest and treaty, in trust for the British Crown. 

It would not have been reasonable that a Company which had been created by the British 
Parliament, and was composed for the most part of natural -born British subjects, to 
whom the temporary privilege had been given of excluding all other British subjects from 
the sea-coasts of more than half the globe, should have seized the opportunity afforded 
by these privileges, to secure to themselves a power either as independent potentates, or 
as servants of a foreign prince, which might be turned to the injury of the country to 
which they owed their political existence; accordingly, the British Parliament, by 
tlie Act of the 13 Geo. III. c. 03, seems to have decided that the last of the three 
forms sUted above was the only one in which the Company could be pennitted to hold 
what they had so unexpectedly acquired ; and as the circumstances were such as had 
not been at all contemplated when their Charter for trade was granted under the statute of 
the 9 William III., and as tliose circumstances might vitally affect the interests and consti- 
tution of Great Britain, provisions entirely new and different were justified and required 
by the occasion. 

13. One difficulty was felt which would not perhaps at the present day hove been 
thought so considerable. It was imagined that the land revenues, after defraying the 
expenses of Government, would still yield a large surplus, and this the Company claimed 
as their lawful profit, and that they liad a property in the revenues. On the other hand, 
it was contended, and indeed it was resolved by the House of Commons, that the 
revenues belonged to the State. The dispute ended in a provision whicli has been 
renewed and still subsists, that the revenues and territorial acquisitions should remain for 
a limited period in the possession of the Company, without prejudice to the claim of the 
nation ; and the matter is now of less consequence than it was formerly, since the 
expenses of Government, to which the land revenues are specifically appropriated by Act 
of Parliaments are such as to make it unlikely there will be any great surplus, unless 
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taxes should be imposed to a considerable extent ; and even in the event of a surplus, the 
respective shares of the Company and the Public are ascertained by ttie statute. 

14. To a certain extent the statute of the 13 Geo. HI. c. 63, seems to be clear and 
decisive. It put an end to all question as to the dependence of the Company on the Par- 
liament, and as to the absolute rig^ht of the British Legislature to regulate and direct th« 
whole powers of political government which the Company might then have or thereafter 
acquire. I'he Parliament itself nominated in the statute the five persons who, for the 
next five years, were to be the Governor and Council in Bengal, and who were not to be 
removeablc by the Company ; reserving to the Company the power of appointing subor- 
dinate agents for the iiiunagemont of their commercial alfairs ; and although the Governor 
and Council were subjected to the lawful orders of the Court of Directors, the Directors 
were placed, as to matters of government, under the superintendence of the High Trea- 
surer or Commissioners of the Treasury, and one of the Secretaries of State. Since that 
period the trade and property of the Company have been in law, according to statutory 
enuctmciit, a distinct and separate thing from their powers of political government, but 
unfortunately not so distinct that they have not continued to be entangled at several 
points, and frequently confounded ; qpd altliough the Company’s powers of government, 
whatevTr they were, were at this time entirely subjected to the British Crown and Par- 
liament, it was not made quite so plain and certain how far and in what manner, it was 
intended to assert the sovereignty of the Crown and the authority of Parliament over 
the provinces iu which these powers were to be exercised, and especially to what extent 
it was intended that the powers of Iqgislating and administering justice, which had 
existed under the former governments of the country, should survive the change which 
had taken place. The title of the Act implied only the establishment of dominion and 
law over the whole of a newly acquired territory and its inhabitants ; there was no formal 
declaration in it even of the sovereignty of the Crown ; the Settlement at Fort William, 
and the factories and places subordinate thereto, were mentioned distinctly from the 
provinces at large ; and there were many expressions and provisions whence it might be 
inferred that the inhabitants of the provinces were not considered as having become 
British subjects, which would have been the legal consequence of the provinces having 
become British territory. But on the other hand, the whole civil and military powers of 
Government, throughout the provinces, had for some time been in the hands of the Com- 
pany, and the Governors newly nominated and appointed by Parliament, were directed 
to exercise the same, including the ordering and management of the revenue, which, as 
we have stated, was absolutely inconsistent with the dominion of the country being in 
any adverse possession ; and there is no supposition on which it can be conceived to have 
been intended by tho British Parliament, tl^t British persons, appointed by the King in 
Parliament to exercise all the powers of government, ^ould exercise them in any subor- 
dination, either formal or substantial, to any other Crown than that of Great Britain 
itself. Since that period neither the Mogul Emperor nor the titubr Subahdalr and 
Nazim, have ever been permitted to do any important act of authority within Bengali 
or Orissa. In the course of the debates which preceded the statute, the House., .pf 
Commons had resolved, with reference to the revenues and territorial acquieitioM* 
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all acquisitions made by treaty with foreign princes did of right belong to the 
State ; and by the statute they were declared to be left in the possession of a British 
Company, by the permission and will of the British Parliament. By the Charter of 
.Justice, which was granted under the Great Seal in the next year, 1774, writs in the 
King 8 name were directed to bo issued into every part of the provinces of Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa ; and it has never, from that time until this, been disputed that these writs, 
against certain classes of persons at least, have always been legal, and nf us full force 
and effect on the outer borders of the provinces, as in the town of Calcutta, or as in 
England itself. The writers too, who have been the best qualified to pronounce an 
opinion upon this subject, and amongst the rest Mr. Harrington, a chief Judge of thi? 
Siidder Adawlnt, who wrote and published, with the sanction of the Court of Directors, 
an Analysis of tho Laws and Regulations of Bengal, have ahvays^dnted from this statute, 
or from the earlier era of (.^live’s conquest, that sovereignty of the British Crown over 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa, of the present existence of w hich, throughout the British posses- 
sions in India, there cannot bo any question. 

If). Perhaps in these circumstances, the most consistent and tenable ground on which 
tlio cnaetments of the statute of the 13 Geo. III. c^6:l, can be placed, is the supposition 
of the sovereignty of the British Crown, and the authority of Parliament having been 
fully established by it, or by what had previously taken place, but that it was not 
intended to abrogate tho previously existing laws of the new territories further than was 
expressly declared, nor all at once to abolish or preclude the powers of legislating, and of 
administering justice, which the Company had obtained from the former (jovernments, 
but only to subject these to the control and regulation, and to tho will of the Crown and 
Parliament ; at the same time that means were afforded to the Indi.iii Government of 
bringing the whole territories gradually into a subordination to the settlement at Fort 
William, and of making regulations by which, under the control of a Supreme Court of 
Justice, one uniform system of law and government, not repugnant to tho laws of 
England, might ultimately be established. To leave, for a time, to the t)ld forms of 
Government a distinct existence, w’as not only the course which the difficulties of the 
case seemed to point out, but it was perhaps, in some degree, required by good faith, 
and was recommended by considerations of humanity. It seemed to be implied, in the 
grant by which the Dewanny had been given up, and iutlic agreements which the C'om- 
pany had made with the Subahdars whom they had set over the provinces, that, for a 
time at least, the Nizamiitor Mahomedan Government of tho provinces <<liou]d bo niain- 
tained. The Crown and Parliament, though they had been no ]>artie8 to those agree- 
ments, had not cancelled them, and were certainly bound, in justice, if they tO(ik any 
benefit from them, to observe the conditions which might be annexed ; and although the 
obvious intendoil of those who were parties to the grant of the Dewanny, and the plain 
meaning of the words, were only that the Mogul Emperor should not be called upon for 
any of the expenses of the Nisamut, it might be contended that the use of tlie term , 

Nizemiit,** which was a well-known office, including the whole government, excepting 
the collection of the revenue and its necessary incidents, implied some retention of its 
Mahomedan form and character; and under the existing arrangements with the titular 
Subahdars, there was a system of Mahomedan government in action in the provinces, at. 
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the head of which was placed a native nominated by the Company as Naib Subahdar^ or 
Deputy Subahdar. Upon the supposition that tlie statute established the sovereignty of 
the British Crown over the provinces, it would have followed, but for those considerations, 
that the existing inhabitants would have become, not naturalized indeed, but still British 
subjects, th()uy:h witli the liberty perhaps of removing themselves and their property. 
Lord Mansfield's declaration of the law on this point, in the case of Campbell against 
Hally in the very year in which the Charter of Justice was granted, must be held to be 
eonclusi\e, and to have expunged the barbarous tenet of some lawyers of a former time, 
that a people, uninstructod in the Christian religion could neither claim protection as 
their right, nor owe allegiance as a duty to the British Crown. But if the Act and 
(.'barter passed upon the supposition of the Nizamut and Dewanny being maintained in 
their Mahomedan form, except where Parliament had expressly altered them, or might 
afterw ards interfere to do so, those who at the time were living under the Mahomedan 
form of government in the provinces might be considered as entitled, notwithstanding 
the territory had become British domiiii /ii, to stand in something like the same rela* 
tion to the British Crown as the European inliabitants of factories had been {lermitted 
to maintain with the Mogul sovereigns and other Indian princes ; a relation which 
presen'cd to them their characters and riglits respectively of British, French, or 
Dutch subjects, though inhabiting the territories of a foreign sovereign. It was no longer 
indeed, as it seems to us, possible to contend that the natives born subsequently witliiii 
the provinces would not be subjects of Great Britain, but they might perhaps be consi- 
dered to be so by reason of their being subjects of an Indian realm wliich had become a 
dependency of the British Crown and Parliament, but which still retained, by permission 
of Parliament, some distinct powers of legislation and of administering justice, as portions 
unabrogated of their former laws. It was the more reasonable to lean to this interpreta- 
tion, because the Mahomedan and Hindu inhabitants of those provinces, like the clients 
under the Uoman law, or tlie vassals of the feudal system, and indeed the common 
))eople under every other state of government in which numerous chieftains or heads of 
political or religious classes exist, had been accustomed to think more of their fealty to 
the immediate chief upon whose land, or under whose protection or patronage they lived, 
than of the allegiance due to a common and supreme sovereign. The country was in 
a state in which the people ranged themselves under different flags, rather than according 
to boundaries of territory. The Hindus and Mahomedans could not suddenly and all at 
once have been brought under an entirely new, and fundamentally different, system of 
laws, without the must extreme difficulty and inconvenience ; and as to the Mahomedans, 
there was the further consideration tliat their Koran enjoined obedience to those rulers 
only who protected dieir religion. No lasting inconvenience was necessarfly connected 
with this view of the case. Treaties among Indian princes had been for the most part 
considered by themselves, unless there was some special provision in them, as binding 
only during the lives of those by whom they were made. Subsequent experience has 
shown that the expounders of the Koran find no difficulty in reconciling the allegiance of 
Mahomedans with that degree of toleration and protection of their religioiis (isageii 
which the British Parliament has fdt no difficulty in sanctioning ; and the PacliaqUent 
is supposed to have always had the power and right, whenever it might obootte to 

interfere. 
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interfere^ of modifyiiij^ and altering those remnants of Mahomedan government which 
it permitted to exist in a distinct state. Thus the subsequent existence of the Nizumut 
is reconciled witli the statute of the 13 Geo. III. c. 63j but is not supposed tn 
have been left upon so stable a foundation as to liave prevented it from being moulded 
into a more British form when those were dead who had any personal claims to 
insist on its continuance^ and when the next generation of natives, without any abnipt 
otfenco to their prejudices and habits, might be brought more inimcdiulely under the 
influence of British institutions. 'Fhe exercise also of certain powers by the British 
Governments in India is explained, whicli cannr)t. strictly speaking, be shown to be derived 
from Parliament, though subsisting only by its permission, and to bo exercised in subor- 
dination to its a\ith(irity and will. 

IG. The first establishment of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William was 
directed by the statute on whicli these observations have been made. The object in 
making them has been to explain the powers and jurisdiction which were given to the 
Court, and to show, at the same time, how imperfectly defined were the foundations on 
which it was placed, and by how many obscure difficulties it was surrounded. For these 
purposes there are still some other facts which it is necessary to revive and bear in mind. 
The first East-India Company had very early been empowered to establish Courts, and 
in many cases to put in force, within their settlements and factories, the English laws ; 
and similar power ivas given to the new* Company by the Charter of the 1 0th of Wil- 
liam Ill.j but ill 1726 these Courts had been superseded, and there had been established 
at each of the settlements of Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta, by Royal Charter, a 
Court, consisting of a Mayor and Aldermen, for the trial of ci\il actions, and a Court of 
Oyer and Terminer, consisting of the Governor and Council, for the trial of criminal 
offences, and the Governor and Council were also constituted Justices of the Peace, and 
had continued to bo so from that time. The Charter was surrendered, and a new one 
granted in l7o3, witJi some alterations, but not such as to change materially the struc- 
ture of the Courts as stated above. These Courts at Calcutta iverc acknowledged by all 
porsonsi after the conquests of (’live, to ho no longer suflicieiit for the administration of 
justice. Besides their powers of political government, and their rights connected with 
the general revenue, under the grant of the Dewaniiy, the Company claimed the three 
districts of Burdwaii, Midnapore and Chittagong, as entirely belonging to them, and tlie 
property also of a large zemindarry lying to the south, but beyond the boundaries of 
Calcutta; and they had enjoyed for themselves and their servants the privilege of 
trading free of duty throughout the provinces. There had been numerous factories and 
smaller stations, called aurungs, in difierent parts of the provinces, where their agents 
and servants, and makers of salt, and weavers, and other persons employed by them, or 
living under their protection, were collected, and where the upper agents traversed the 
country in all directions ; some of tliem were guilty of many violent and oppressive acts, 
and a state of the greatest disorder ImwI ensued. It was expressly with a reference to 
these circumstances, to the insufficiency of the former Courts, and for a remedy of these 
evils, that the new Court was directed to be established ; and the statute fixed the out- 
line of its powers and authority, which were to be more distinctly and specifically deve- 
lofyad in a Clujrter to be granted by the Crown, in pursuance of the statute. 
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17. 'i’he statute provided that the Court should exercise all civil, criminal, admiralty 
and ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; and that it should be a Court of Oyer and Terminer and 
Gaol JJelivery, for the town of Calcutta and factory of Fort William in Bengal, and the 
limits thereof, and the factories subordinate thereto ; and that the C.’harter to be granted 
by tlic Crown, and the jurisdiction and powders to be thereby established, should extend 
to all British subjects who should reside in Bengal, Belnir and Orissa, or any of them, 
under the protection of the Company ; and that the Court should have full power to 
hear aud determine all coniplnints against any of his Majesty's subjects for any crimes, 
misdemeanors or oppressions, and to hear and determine any suits or actions against any 
of his Majesty’s subjects iii Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; and any suit, action or complaint 
against any person who at the time of the cause of action arising should be employed 
by or in the service of the Company, or of any of his Majesty’s subjects ; and should 
hear and determine any suits and actions of any of his Majesty's subjeets against any 
inliabitant of India, residing in Ihuigal, Behar and Orissa, upon any agreement in writing 
where the cause of action sliould exceed TitK) rupees, and where it sliould he agreed that 
in case of dispute the matter sliould be determined in tlu» Supreme C’oiirt ; and that such 
suits or actions might be brought in the first instance befi>re the Court, or by appeal 
from the sentence of any of the Courts established in the provinces : That the Governor- 
General in Council, and the Ciiief Ju.stiee and other Judges of the Supreme C’ourt, 
diould have full power and authority to act as Justices of the Peace for the settlement 
at Fort William, and the several settlements and factories subordinate tliereto, and to 
do all things to the oflice of a Justice of the Peace appertaining; and for that purpose the 
Governor and Council were autliori/cd and empow’ereil to hold quarter sessions at Fort 
William four times in the year: That in cases of indictment or information laid or exhi- 
bited in the Court of King’s Bench in England, for misdemeanors or offences committed 
by Governors, Counsellors or Judges in India, the Court of King’s Bench might award 
a mandamus to the Supreme Court, requiring it to examine witnesses and to receive 
proofs, aiKl to issue such summons or other process as might be requisite for the attend- 
ance of witnesses ; and in case of /luy proceedings in Parliament touching any offences 
committed in India, that it shall be lawful for the Lord C’haiiccllor and Speakers of the 
two Houses to issue their warrants to the (xovernor-Geiieral aud Council, and the 
Judges of the Supremo C’ourt, as the case might require, for the examination of wit- 
nesses, and such examinations, duly returned, should bo good and competent evidence. 
A like power of <lirecting to the Supreme Court writs of niandamu.s or commissions to 
take evidence, was given to all tlie King’s Courts at W estminster, in actions or suits of 
which the c^iiise.s should have arisen in India ; but an exception was made that deposi- 
tions taken in this maimer should not be evidence in capital cases, unless In Parliament. 

IS. In stating the fuller and more express ordinances of the Charter by which in the 
following year the Court was established, it may be as well, for the sake of brevity, to 
pass over the authority of the Court as a Court of Equity, of Admiralty, and an Eccle- 
siastical Court, and to describe only its other powers and jurisdictions ; namely^ first, an 
authority similar to that which the Justices of the King’s Bench have in England by the 
common law, and to be exercised especially for the conservation of the peace ; secondly, 
the hearing and determining of pleas in civil actions ; thirdly, its jurisdiction as e CoUrt 
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of Oyor and Terminer and Gaol Delivery ; and fourthly, powers to be exercised in assis- councils, 
taiice of procecdhigs, criminal or civil, instituU-d in Parliament or in the superior Courts 
in England, for causes of action or offences in India: and it ought to be borne in mind Papers submitted 
that whatever reason there may be to suppose that the statute of the 13th Geo. III. by Judges 
c. 63, was somewhat imperfectly worded, by reason of its being the production, not of 77“ 

calm leisure and clear views, but of a struggle of parties after the attention of all had of Justice 

been exhausted, and their eoiiceptious disturbed, by the disputes of several successive 
sessions, there is no ground for thinking that the Charter itself, tliough its form must 
have depended in a great measure upon tlic statute, was drawn up otherwise than with 
great care. Ihe case of (^lunpheil against littll, which w'as heard and decided in that 
very year, shows how much the minds of sumo of the principal lawyers of the time, and 
esjiccially Lord Mansfield, had been engaged in those great questions which the Charter 
involved ; and it is known that it was subjected to the inspection of Lord Thurlow, 

Lord Loughborough, Lord Bathurst, and Lord Walsingham, and received their correc- 
tions and amendments. 

19. Justices of the Peace had heiMi established at Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta, since 
17^6; and the statute of the 13th Geo. III. c. 63, enacted that the Governor-General 
and Council and the Judges of the Supreme Court should be Justices of the Peace for 
the settlement of Fort William, and the settlements and factories subordinate thereto, 
and the Governor-General and Council wore directed to hold cpiarter sessions at Fort 
William. By the Charter which followed the statute, the Court of Quarter Sessions and 
the Justices were made subject to the control of the Court, for any thing done by them 
while sitting as a Court of Quarter Scissions or in their capacity as Justices, ^Sn the same 
luaxiiier and form as the inferior Courts and Magistrates in England are by law subject 
to the order and control of the Court of King’s Bench ^ and the Supreme Court was 
empowered to issue to them writs of mandamus, certiorari, procedendo, error. By the 
fourth clause of the same Charter it was ordained, that the Judges of the Supreme Court 
should respectively bo Justices and Conservators of the Peace, and Coroners, within and 
throughout tlio provinces, districts, and countries of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and every 
part thereof, and should have such jurisdiction and authority as Justices of the Court of 
King’s Bench have within England, by the common law thereof. It has not, as far we 
are aw^are, been questioned that under these provisions there was given to the Supreme 
Court the same power and control over the Court of Quarter Sessions, and over any of 
the individuals, amongst whom was each of the Judges themselves, who w'ere constituted 
Justices of the Peace, as the Court of King’s Bench has over Justices of the Peace in 
England ; nor can it reasonably be contended that the authority of the Judges in this 
respect was limited to the settlement at Fort William, and the factories and places which 
had been subordinate to the settlement before Clive’s conquest. For the first, not only 
were the powers given in the fourth clause of the Charter expressed to be such as the 
Justices of the King’s Bench had by common law, which not being those of local Conser- 
vators of the Peace merely, nor such only as were possessed by the other Judges, are 
knoyrn to have extended wherever^ the King’s peace was to be preserv'ed ; but those who 
framed.tliat clause of the Charter, as if to prevent the possibility of doubt, took care to 
enqdoy the words, throughout the provinces and every part thereof words which, 

except 
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except by a counsel in support of his case, can never be supposed to have been heedlessly 
used, or to have been meant, when sanctioned by the great seal, to bo treated as an 
empty form by the Judges, to whom the Charter was given as the text of their duties. 
Secondly, the principal motive which led to the establisliment of the Court was a desire 
to prevent the violence and oppressions of which British persons and other agents of the 
Company were guilty in the provinces, and for the correction of which the former Courts 
were declared insiitficient. This could not have been done by the Court if the Judges 
were to have power as Conservators of the Peace only at Fort William or in the scattered 
factories, and to be powerless in the inlcrjaci'nt spaces ; whilst British persons, who 
were acknowledged to be independent of the Nizainut and Malioniedan laws, might 
range the pro\inces at large. If a murder was connnitteii or false imprisonment made in 
the provinces, by a person amenable only lo the Supreme Court, it w’as necessary that 
the Judges, as Coroners and Conser\ators of the Peace, should have a right of instant 
investigation, and of adbrding imtnodiale relief. 'I'heir powers could not have been 
adapted to the increase of territorial acijuisitions, or in any way more ellectual than those 
of the former Justices of (he Peace, if they had been confined within the same bounds. 
'I’hirdly, it ne\er has been coiite»idod that writs of habeas corpus to release from wrongful 
imprisonment may nut be issued, or that tliey have not been lawfully issued, to British 
persons in the provinces ; and we apprehend that it is uprui the fourth clause of the 
Charter that the power of issuing any writ of habeas corpus at all will be found to rest ; 
and (hat, in this respect at least, that clause is something more than idle words, and tliat 
the powers of the .hidges given to them by it are not merely those of ordinary Justices, 
but such as belonged to the Justices of the King’s Bench by the common law. Fourthly, 
it was in no way consistent with the suj)po.sition even of the provinces being a distinct and 
subordinate realm, that the King should appoint Conservators of the Peace there with 
the fullest powiu*. It never has been fpiestioncd that the process of the Court, as a Court 
of Civil Pleas and a Court of Oyer and lerminer, was intended, as against British 
persons at least, lo run through every part of the provinces ; and for the purpose of 
ciifi>rcing the attendance of witnesses, (his has not been restricted to British persons, but 
is compulsory on the native inhabitants as well as others. This being the case, it would 
have been dilbcult to find any good reason fur confining to narrower local bounds the 
power given to the Judges for the conservation of the peace ; nor has there ever been 
any way in which the process of the C’ourt, in any of its several capacities, could be 
cfiectually enforced or .supported, unlc.ss by a co-extensive power of preventing a riotous 
resistance of it. Lastly, this point .seems to be placed beyond doubt by the 33 Geo. 111. 
c. .t2, s. 151, in wliich it is declared that the Governor- General and Council, and the 
Judges of the Supreme C’ourt, liad heretofore been authorized by law to act as Justices 
of the Peace within and throughout the provinces, districts and countries of Bengal> Behar 
and Orissa ; and since that statute, under commissions authorized by warrant of the 
Governor-General, but i.ssued by the Supreme Court, and sealed witli the seal thereof 
there have been Justices of the Peace resident in all parts of the provinces, who are 
acknowledged to be subject to the control of the Supreme Court. Supposing it then to 
be beyond dispute that the powers given to the Court in 1774, by the fourth clause of 
the Charter, were not limited to the settlement at Fort William and the subordinate 
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factories^ but extended throughout the provinces^ the reasons for thinking that tlie native 
inhabitants were not exempted from them arc, first, that in that passage of the Charter 
no such exemption is made ; secondly, that the nature of the power and the objects of it 
are absolutely incompatible with any exemption of particular classes of persons. No 
Conservator of the Peace, at any time or in any place, no Justice of the I’eace at 
present in the provinces, could make any distinction of persons in the discharge of 
his peculiar duties. If any affray or riot takes place, especially in the night-time, 
it is impossible that there can be any selection of the rioters. If one (‘f the 
Council, or a Judge of the Court, in or at any time previous to I7‘J3, \^heu they 

were the only Justices of the Peace, should have been resisted, and himself or his 
assistants imprisoned or maltreated by natives, when he was discharging his duty as a 
Justice of the Peace in the provinces, even though the primary cause of his being called 
upon to act might have been a breach of the peace by a British person, it eonUl not 
have been maintained that the Court had no power to protect him, or release him from 
imprisonment ; and there seems to bo equal reason (hat tJie same power should now 
exist for the support and protection of those wlio act under the commisiion of the peace 
which is issued by the Court, If a criminal in the provinces, amenable to (he British law 
and the Supreme Court, and to no other tribunal, be harboured and abetted by natives, 
surely they are not to set at deliancc the Justice of the Peace who is to apprehend him, 
and the Supreme Court to wdiorn the Justice is answerable. )Vc are aware of its having 
been said that the Chart('r exceeded in some jiarticulars, and went beyond the words of 
the statute. We do not admit this to have been the case, but consider, on the contrary, 
that the directions of the statute, that the CVmrt should exercise all criminal jurisdiction, 
and that the jurisdiction should extend to all the King’s subjects who should reside in the 
provinces, implied and made it absolutely necessary that there should be a power similar 
to that of the Justices of the King’s Bench, extending throughout the provinces; but 
even if this necessity had not been created by the statute, the Charter, for every purpose 
that was within the King’s prerogative, and which W'as not prohibited in express terms by 
the statute, would not have boon the less valid and effectual. Supposing the provinces to 
have become British dominions, then, whether the statute sufficiently declared that the 
Judges of the Supreme (’ourt w^re to be Conservators of the Peace in the provinces, or 
not, it is certain that it did not constitute any other persons so as to preclude the Cn)wii 
from exercising its prerogative of entrusting that duty to the Judges. The will and inten- 
tion of the Crown upon this point was declared in very plain words in the fourth clause 
of the Charter ; and the power there given (whether it was meant that there was to be 
any concurrent pow'cr or not surviving out of the old Mahornedan Governinent) was indi- 
cated, both by the words and by the nature and subject of tlic power, to be one which 
was to operate upon all within its sphere, without distinction of pereons. 

20. A second branch of authority and jurisdi»?tion given by the Charter w’as that of 
hearing and determining all pleas, real, personal, or mixed, respecting things real or 
personal in Bengal, Behar or Orissa, and all picas of which the cause should accrue against 
the fiast-India Company, or any of the King’s subjects who should be resident within 
Bengal^ Behar or Orissa, and against any other person who at the time of action brought, 
or cause of action accruing, should bo directly or indirectly employed by or in the service 
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cov^xiLs. Company* or any other subject of the King ; and in cases in which the cause of 

— L action should exceed 500 rupees, against every other person whatsoever, inhabitant of 

Pjpers submitted India, and residing in Bengal, Behar or Orissa, who should agree in writing that in case 
dispute the matter should be determined in the Supremo Court ; and that in such 
Administration provided, that if the suit should be brought in any of the Courts of Justice 

of Justice. already established in the provinces, either party might appeal to the Supreme Court, 
which might by writ command the parties to surcease proceedings in the Provincial 
Court, and take upon its4?lf the detemiination of the suit. 

21. A third branch of jurisdiction was that of a Court of Oyer and Terminer for the 
town of Calcutta and factory of Fort William, and the factories subordinate thereto ; 
and the Charter empowered the Court to try all crimes and misdemeanors committed 
within the town or factory, and the other factories, and to inquire, hear and determine, and 
award judgment and execution of, upon and against all treasons, murders, crimes, mis- 
demeanors and oppressions committed in the provinces or countries called Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa, by any of the subjects of his Majesty, or any person employed by or in the 
service of the C’ompany, or of any subject of his Majesty ; and for this purpose to award 
and issue writs to the Sheriff to arrest and seize the bodies of sueh oflenders, and to do 
all other necessary acts. 

22. If these parts of the Charter, without a reference to those treaties or agreements 
which we have before noticed, had been strictly insisted upon and rigidly enforced, it 
seems to us that it might have been very difficult to maintain in law, that subsequently to 
the 13 Geo. Ill, c. G3, and supposing the provinces to have become in any manner dunii- 
nions of the King, there could be any person domiciled within them, unless it might be 
the inhabitants of the European factories, who were not to be considered, for the time ut 
least, subjects of his Majesty, and consequently, according to the words of the Charter, 
amenable to the Supreme Court, both in civil and criminal suits j but by an indulgent con- 
struction of the Act and Charter, in conjunction with the agreements which had been 
made by the Company with the native Princes, and by supposing that such 'parts and 
powers of the old Governriients still subsisted as were not expressly superseded by the 
Statute or (Miarter, those who could be considered as living under the protection of the 
Nizamutor Mahomedan system of law and government over which the Naib Subah 'hud 
presided, seem from the first to have been held, upon the grounds which haVe been already 
stated, to be exempted from the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court as a Court of Pleas 
and Court of Oyer and Terminer ; but even these were held liable to be summoned and 
compelled to attend the Court as witnesses, and without such liability the Court would 
have been unable to perform many of the important functions expressly and unambiguously 
assigned to it by the Crown and the Legislature. 

23. These complicated circumstances, of which we have endeavoured to present an 
accurate statement, could not subsist for any length of time in tlie indistinct form in which 
they were left, without disturbance. Those disputes and disgraceful contests, between 
the Governor and Council on the one side, and the Judges on the other, ensued, on which 
we wish to make only one observation, namely, that an impression has been created that 
the Judges greatly exceeded their authority as defined in the Act and Charter, but that 
we believe it will be found on examination that this was not the case, nor considered by 
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the Parliament to be so ; and the Act of the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, in which it was found 
necessary to provide an indemnity for the unlawful resistance of the Court by the Governor 
and Council, and the Advocate- General, made no similar provision for the Judges. The 
misfortune appears to have been, that the Le^dslature had passed the Act of the 13 Geo. 
III. c. 6.3, without fully investioating what it was that they wTre legislating about ; and 
if the Act did not say more than was meant, it seems at least to have said more than was 
well understood. 

21. Some important enactments were accordingly made by the statute of the 21 Geo. 
III. c. 70, as to the powers and jurisdiction to be exercised by the Court in future. First, 
that the Court should not have any jurisdiction in any matter concerning the revenue, 
or acts done in the collection thereof, according to the usage of the country, or the 
regulations of the Governor- General and Council; and it was expressly deelaretl to he 
expedient that the inliahitants of the provinces should ho maintained and protecte«l in 
the enjoyment of all their ancient laws, usages, rights and privileges; the Governor- 
General and Council were declared to he a Court of Record, which might lawfully hold 
all appeals fr<un the Country or Provincial (\>urts in civil causes, with a further appeal 
to his Majesty in Council, in suits of which the value should be i'.^OOO and upwards ; 
that the same Court of the Governor-General and Council should hoar and determine all 
offences, abuses and extortions in the collections of the revenue, and punish the same 
at discretion, provided that the punishment did not extend to death, maiming, or perpe- 
tual imprisonment ; and that the Governor- General and Council shoidd have power to 
frame regulations for the Provincial Courts, which his Majesty and C’ouncil might disallow 
or amend ; that no person should be subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court by 
reason merely of his holding land, or collecting the revenue from lands held by him or 
under him, nor in any matter of inheritance or succession to land or goods, or ordinary 
matter of dealing or contract, by reason of his being in the service of the Company or 
the Government, or of any native or descendant of a native of Great Hrilain, hut only in 
actions for wrongs, or upon special agreement in writing to submit the decision to the 
Supreme Court. The Governor-General and Council were exempted from the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court for any act or order done or made by them in their public capa- 
city, unless it should extend to any Rritisli subject, in which case the jurisdiction 
of the Court was retained ; the Governor and Council in other cases continuing to 
be responsible to Courts in England; and provisions were made for the parties obtain- 
ing, through the Supreme Court, copies of any orders complained of, and also having 
the evidence in India taken by the Supreme (’ourt. Provincial Magistrates, as well 
natives as British subjects, exercising judicial offices in the Country Courts, w ere exempted 
from actions in the Supreme Court for wrong or injury, for any judgment, decree or 
o; dcr of their Courts, and the like exemption was extended to all persons acting under 
such orders ; and in case of an intention to bring any information in the Supreme Court 
against any such officer or magistrate for any corrupt act, a certain notice was directed 
to he given before the party could be arrested or other proceedings could be taken against 
him. There was a proviso in the Act, that the Supremo Court should have full pow er 
and authority to hear and determine all and all manner of actions and suits against all the 
inhabitants of Calcutta, but that the inheritance and succession to lands and goods, and 
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all contracts^ should be determined by Mahoinedan or Hindoo law respectively, where 
the clefcMidant was a Mahomedan or Hindoo ; that the rights of fathers and masters of 
families should be preserved ; that nothing done according to the law of caste within the 
family should be deemed a crime ; and that the process of the Court should be accom- 
modated to the religion and manners of the natives. 

25. It is deserving of remark, that in this statute, although the existence of the Pro- 
vincial Courts for the determination of civil causes is noticed, and the Governor- General 
and Council are empowered to correct abuses in the collection of the revenue, by any 
punishments short of death, maiming or perpetual imprisonment, there is no Provincial 
or Country Court of Criminal Justice mentioned ; and up to the time at least of that 
statute, the Supreme Court, as a Court of Oyer and Terminer, and the Court of Quarter 
Sessions, are the only ones recognized by statute as capable, in the Presidency of Fort 
William, of hearing and determining charges of crimes and misdemeanors against the 
law, other than abuses in the collection of the revenue. In fact, the present Nizamut 
Adawliit, and the whole system of Criminal (''oiirts subordinate to it, have not been 
established by a power created by the Crown or Parliament ; they are referred to in the 
last statute by which the Government of India was renewed, namely, the 53 Geo. III. 
c. 155, but they were established by regulations of the (Jovernor- General in Council 
in 17^-13, in lieu of the Mahomedan Criminal Courts, over which the Naib Subah had 
presided ; and they are a continuance of those Courts in a regulated form, not a new 
creation. In 1793, there had not been any power created by the Crown or Parliament, 
under which, except for revenue offences, the Indian Governments could establish Cri- 
minal Courts, subsequent to the Charter of the 10 William III.; and the powers of 
establ^ing Courts, given in that Charter, seem to have been entirely superseded by the 
Charles of 17’2G and 1753. 

26. Since the Act of the 21 Geo. Ill, c. 70, the jurisdiction which the Court possessed 
in Bengal, Bchar and Orissa, has been extended over all the vast territories which are 
now under the Presidency of Fort William ; and tliere have been several enactments 
affecting the Court in various ways, but it is not necessary to state them aeriatirh. The 
foundations of its jurisdiction have been shown, and it appears to us, first, that the Court 
has now the superintendence and control of the Commission of the Peace throughout 
every part of the provinces of the Presidency of Fort William, in the same wny as the 
C;?ourt of King’s Bench has it in England : that the power of Justices of the Peace is one 
which, for the most part, must of necessity be exercised witliout discrimination of persons, 
and that the superintending power of the Court is of a corresponding character: that as 
a branch of the power given to it by the fourth clause of the Charter, for the conser- 
vation of the peace, and for the kindred object of relief against oppressions which are 
immediately consequent upon breaches of the peace, the Court possesses and exercises 
the power of issuing writs of habeas corpus, to relieve from false imprisonment ; that 
this power is not locally limited to the town of Calcutta, but is co-extensivo with the 
superintending powers of the Judges, as supreme conservators of the peace ; and that, 
inasmuch as British persons at least, and natives employed by the Company or the 
Government, or any other British persons, are liable to bo sued in the Supreme Court 
for trespasses, or indicted for offences committed in the provinces, and that, for any 
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corrupt actj an information will lie against a judicial officer^ whether native or European, 
there is no ground for saying that a writ of habeas corpus may not be directed to any of 
these, if the act complained of should include a continuing and subsisting false imprison- 
ment. With respect also to the natives generally who reside in the provinces, under the 
Mahomedan law and the regulations of Government, it would be uncaiidid if we were not 
to admit, that before we saw the decision of the Privy Council upon the petition of Sir 
John Grant, wd should have said, upon a mere question of legal construction, that the 
Court had a right to direct a writ of habeas corpus ad subjiciendum to a native for the 
purpose of relieving another native from false imprisonment, because we look upon 
this writ as a branch of tlie powers given by the fourth clause of the Charter, principally 
and especially for the conservation of the peace, and other objects closely connected 
with it ; and conceiving that those powers must generally extend in law to all classes of 
persons, whore they operate at all, wo should have been at a loss to find any legal 
ground for restricting the use of that particular writ in a different way from the exercise 
of the other powers derived from the same clause and sentence of the Charter. At the 
same time we would wish it to be understood, that in such a case the statute of Charles 
the Second would be compulsory upon us, but tliat the application must be made under 
the fourth clause of the Charter, and upon the ground of our having a similar power to 
that which the Justices of the King’s Bench have at common law; andasue should 
always have thought that in these circumstances we should have had to exercise some 
discretion, we do not conceive that we should have issued the writ upon the complaint 
of a native, against a native resident in the provinces, where there was any other lawful 
pow'er competent and willing to afford more convenient relief. The decision of the Privy 
Council we receive with the utmost deference, and we arc bound by law^ and feel every 
inclination, to regulate our proceedings by it ; but it is only the more necessary on this 
account, at a time when wo understand that an Act is about to pass declaratc>ry of the 
jurisdiction of the Court, that w'e should point out some questions of difficulty which 
might arise upon that decision. If a British person, especially a Justice of the Peace, or 
his assistants, should be opposed, and any of them should sutler false impri.sonment from 
a native in the provinces, is the Court without pow'cr to relieve them, when if the party, 
being a British subject, should apply to the Government, and the Governor-General in 
Council should make any order in support of the native complained of, those at least 
who should act under the order would be liable to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
by the express reservation in the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 3 ? The jurisdiction of the Court 
as a Court of Civil Pleas, since the statute of the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, cxteiuls, first to the 
liearing and determining of all manner of actions against the inhabitants of Calcutta ; and 
on account chiefly of the innumerable difficulties which British persons would have to 
encounter in pursuing their claims in the Country Courts, this term "inhabitants” has 
been always understood to have been intended by the Parliament to comprise all who 
have dwelling-houses and carry on trade in Calcutta. Secondly, the Court has jurisdic- 
tion over all actions of a transitory nature, and all of a local nature, of which the cause 
arises in Bengal, Behar or Orissa, against any subject of the King residing in Bengal, 
Behar or Orissa, at the time of the cause of action accruing or action brought ; or any 
person residing there, who shall have agreed in writing to submit the matter, in case of 
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dispute, to the Supremo Court , and without any a^reemont^ against ^any person in the 
service of the Company or of a British subject, for any wrong or injury ; but the whole 
of this jurisdiction is subjected to the exception, that the Court is not to interfere in any 
matter arising out of the collection of the revenue; and the term subjects of the King” 
is certainly now to be construed with a reference to the considerations before mentioned, 
and to the provisions in the statute of 21 Geo. 111. c. 70, by which it was declared that 
the Mahornedaiis and Hindoos in the provinces wore to have their own laws, and that 
there were Courts for the administration of them in civil cases, from which the appeal 
lay to the Governor- General in Council. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, as a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer, is established, first, throughout certain places within which 
it operates without any distinction of person. In practice, these have for many years 
been considered to be contracted to the limits merely of the town of Calcutta ; originally 
they comprised, according to the words of the statutes and charters, at least n sur- 
rounding district and all the outlying factories ; and it is not free from uncertainty what 
they legally are now. Chinsurah in Bengal, and Penang, Singapore and Malacca, 
stand, in this respect, in a very singular predicament at present, which will be easily 
understood by a reference to the statutes which provided for the Dutch possessions 
that were ceded in 18*24 being transferred to tlie Company, and when the fact is 
adverted to, that the Presidency of Prince of Wales' Island has been recently 
abolished by the Directors, and that the places (»f which it consisted have been 
made dependencies of Bengal ; but that there is still a C'harter of Justice for the 
Presidency iincancellod, but under which there is nobody in India now who is 
authorize<i to act. Secondly, the Court of Oyer and Terminer has a power 
of trying all ofTeiices committed by his Majesty's subjects, or any person employed 
by them, within the Presidency, or by any of his Majesty's subjects any where 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan; but in this instance 
also the term subject^*’ it seems, is to be construed with nearly the' same restric- 
tions that have been noticed in speaking of the jurisdiction as a Court of Civil Pleas, 
although, as it lias already been observed, the Criminal Courts in the provinces are not 
founded upon parliamentary enactmehts. By the recent statute of the 9 Geo,dV. s. 7, 
8, 50, 70, provisions are made, without any distinction between native and British persons, 
for the trial by the Supreme C'ourts of particular oflences, whenever the oft'eiider is 
apprehended or found within the jurisdiction of the C’ourt, although the oQIji^e may 
have been committed elsewhere. In cases of Hindus, however, the Court is forbidden 
by the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 18, to treat as a crime anything which is done within the 
family of the party according to the hnv of caste ; and the same statute, by the 8th sec- 
tion, seems to prohibit Court, in its capacity of a Court of Criminal Justice, no less 
than as a Court Pleas, from having any jurisdiction us to anything done in the collec- 
tion of the revenue, according to usage or to the regulations of the Governor- General in 
Council. It is not necessary to state over again the powers which are to be exercised by 
the Court in assistance of the superior Courts in England, or of proceedings in Parlia- 
ment ; but we wish them to be borne in mind, more especially for the purpose of show- 
ing the necessity which there is, if these duties are required from the Court, that its process 
for the procuring of witnesses and other purposes should be effectual in all parts of the 
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provinces. This necessity indeed is found equally in the exercise of its jurisdiction as a 
Court of Pleas and a Court of Oyer and Terminer ; and without a power to take lands, 
as well as the persons and goods, of those who are liable to be sued in the Court, its 
judgments in many cases would require to be aided by the Government or the Courts 
established in the provinces ; and to make that aid efifectual, it must not be precarious, 
but a matter of right. These observations, however, arc applicable chiefly to the sup- 
position of the Court continuing as at present coiiKtituted, and would require modifica- 
tion if the alterations recommended in the latter part of this letter should be thought 
deserving of attention. There are other statutes, however, of later dates than those 
already mentioned, which have created additional occasions for the exercise of the powers 
of the Court in the provinces ; as, for instance, in taking evidence upon divorce bills in 
the House of Lords; and the ‘20th Geo. 111. c. 57, presents cases in which the Court 
would have to enforce, in any part of the Presidency, by exchequer pro(?css, the execution 
of judgments obtained in England. In addition also to these branches of jurisdiction, 
though it is necessary to aUstain from stating them at length, it must not be forgotten 
that the Court has extensive powers, wliich must bo exercised in the provinces as incident 
to its other jurisdictions, especially that of a Court of Equity, and that of a C’ourt for 
the relief of Insolvent 13ebtors. 

27* Such, as far as we can conveniently state it in this letter, we conceive to be at 
present the power and juri.sdietion of the Court according to law. VVe have next to advert 
to various circumstances which in some re.speets ob.scure, in others impede its powers, and 
in many make it doubtful whether the exercise of them be productive of good or evil. 

28. It is obvious that the jurisdiction, as its exists, is essentially of a very peculiar 
cliaracter, and that many ditiiculties are inseparably connected with it. It is an exclusive 
personal jurisdiction as to a particular class, thinly scattered over a wide extent of country, 
amongst a dense population, who are considered to be themselves, for the most part, 
exempt from the jurisdiction, and to live under a very diflerent system of law. In every 
part %)f these territories, nevertheless, the process of the Court must be enforced, and 
even lands must occasionally be seized and divided, or sold, although there is an absolute 
prohibition against the jurisdiction being exercised in any matter of reienue, which 
revenue is in fact a share, and a very large one, in every parcel of land throughout the 
Presidency. 

2U. IS^se difficulties arc aggravatedby an obscurity which has been permitted to hang 
about the relations in which the Indian territories and the Company stand to tlie Crown 
and Parliament. Our own view is plainly and simply that the bulk of the Indian terri- 
tories must bo considered as having been annexed by conquest and cession to the Crown 
of the United Kingdom, but subject, of course, to the observance of all treaties, capi- 
tulations and agreements, according to the real intent and meaning of tliem, which have 
attended any cessions, and which still continue in force : that lo a certain extent British 
law has been introduced ; but that, on the other hand, a very large portion of the old 
laws of the country have been left standing, but under the administration of British 
persons, the loading distinction being, that British law and British Courts have been 
introduced for British persons, and Mahouiedaii (.'ourts and law permitted to remain for 
Mahoinedan and Hindu persons ; and these laws and Courts have been subsequently 
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modified by certain legkiative or regulating power, which itself also was a cosliBHAtiOn 

L, of the old legislative powers of .the native Govemiilents, though it has been t6 a certain 

Papers submitted extent recogwiied and modified by Pariiament. The sovereignty of the Ciown of the 
by Judges. United Kingdom w^faold to be fully established throughout the provinces annexed to 
Presidencies ; am as an incident of the sovereignty, that the King in Council has in 
of Justice. actual exercise, and in all the right of deciding upon appeals in the last 

resort, and of superintending the administration 6f justice ; that the Imperial Parliament 
has as absolute a right of legislating for all purposes as in the United Kingdom itself; 
but that the East-India Compiiiftj^ being from a long train of circumstances "the most 
convenient depository and organ of the powers which it is necessary to exercise upon the 
spot, have had the Government principally entrusted to them ; and being thus put in the 
place of those parts of the old Government by which the ancient and still subsisting laws 
and legislation of the country were wont formerly to be carried on, they exercise, through 
Governors in Council and their officers, not only the functions distinctly assigned to them 
by the Crown and Parliament, but some powers also in the administration of justice and 
in legislation, which, as we have already explained, are not, strictly speaking, derived 
from Parliament or the Crown, but are portions of the old institutions, which have been 
permitted by the Crown and Parliament to continue, and have been by Parliameht 
entrusted, for limited periods, to the management of the Company, and recognised as 
subsisting in their hands. It is only upon this point that we believe any positive diffe- 
rence of opinion exists as to the nature and relations of the Indian Government, and we 
would fain believe that this is rather verbal than real, and subsists only through misap- 
prehension. In adverting to it, we are anxious to guard against the supposition of our 
having encountered any difficulty from its being entertained, or even of our knowing 
it to he entertained, by any of those with whom our duties have brought us into 
intercourse. But aflMMigst those who have treated of the rights of 
some certainly spepk o|^4fae Company as having sutceedtd"' to these powers of the 
old native Governments, and seem to found a certain claim of right upon this nptton of 
succession ; whereas we conceive that, although to a certain extent tbb Company does 
hold the place of the old Governments, it is not by any succemioB as djstinguiriied 
from acquisition, but that having been the instruments and agents’' >of inquest, or 
the means through which cessions have been obtained, and having (Xxn ejpfa ) pos- 
session in that way, they have been permitted to retain it for a certain 
enactments of Parliament, We may perhaps be in error in supposing that conse- 
quence is attached to this distinction ; the subject, however, has been so little brought 
forward, that the ciroiimstanee of the Crown and Parliament having exercised little or no 
control over some paitsmfelhese judicial and legislative powers, has been followed by an 
indistinctness of igppreh^mon as to the real nature of them. The PNtideM ifld Boud wiU 
remember, that it has heretofore been made a question, whedier the Cotupany hid not 
what has been called, hi terms not rery easy to be understood, a delqgatid awereigBly ; 
at other times it has been alleged that the Mogul Emperor still retidned a formal tun 
nominal sovereignty ; seme have suggested doubts whether the coiiBilliiill(p'pow*d®® ® 
the Company, notwithstanding its being a ereation of tiie British Crowh atd PirUsW*^ 
is not a proof that the Indian territories have never yet been Mooed ihW 
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the Brituh Crown. It cannot be necessary to show in detail that any doubts, wherever 
they may exist, or by whomsoever they may have been stated, upon such points as these, 
must be a source of embarrassment to Judg'cs, who have to issue process and execute 
judgment in the King s name in all parts of the provinces ; who may at any time be 
called upon to ascertain the rights in India, not only of British persons, but of the sub- 
jects of the Christian Powers in amity with the British Crown : and who in law are 
supposed to have the control throughout all parts of the Presidency of the Commission 
of the Peace. Questions arising out of the most important statutes, such as tlic Navi- 
gation and Registry Acts, the Mutiny Acts, and others, exist in an undecided state, and 
are scarcely prevented, but by management, from being brought forward for decision, 
which, whenever it is called for, must turn mainly upon the species of relation in which 
tlie Indian territories stand to the United Kingdom. Some of the most important regu- 
lations of the Indian Governments have been made without the direct or express autho- 
rity of Parliament, and are most easily justifie<l as being the exercise of the old legis- 
lative powers of the former Governments, not superseded, and therefore continuing to 
subsist. Many of the regulations about 17^3 were of this description. The imposition 
of taxes in tlie provinces is perhaps an instance ; and it is a power which might come to 
be a subject of serious discussion, and, if British persons were to be admitted to hold 
lands throughout India, of vital importance. 

30, An offspring of the uncertainty alluded to in the last section, is the peculiar use 
which has been affixed to the terms '' British subjects” in the Statutes and Charters 
relating to India ; a source of difficulties to the Court which daily increases. The cor- 
ruption of the legal signification of these important terms seems to have originated in the 
difficulty which was felt in getting over the provisions of the 13 Geo. III. c. 63, aiul of 
the Charter of Justice, by which the English laws were, in words, extended in these 
provinces to all his Majesty’s subjects. The Directors, in their letter of the lUth 
November 1777 to Lord Weyiiioulh, asserted that the natives were not British subjects : 
but notwithstanding all the difficulties of the times, and that the Ministers were pressed 
by the calamilics of the American war, this point was not acknowledged, even in the 
statute of 21 Geo. III. c, 70 ; though expressions and clauses were allowed to be intro- 
duced iu the statute, from which the result has been, that it is impossible to say who 
wore and who were not meant to be designated by those terms. Subsequently, as the 
British Government in India proceeded iu organizing the judicial system for the provinces, 
including Criminal Courts, it became necessary that they should describe the natives as 
subjects at least of the British Government, and as owing allegiance to it. Under all 
these circumstances, if the question had been mooted in any English court of law, there 
would have been some difficulty in maintaining that the natives did not, at any rate, fall 
under the terms subjects of his Majesty,” whenever these words occurred in statutes 
relating to India. A direct decision upon tliat question, however, has been avoided ; 
and to meet the difficulty, and with a view perhaps to other consequences, a distinction 
has been set up between British subjects” and “ subjects of the British Government 
and it is maintained, that generally where the term subjects” occurs in the Indian 
statutes, it means British subjects,” and does not include those who are only subjects 
of the British Government. There is no stable nor sufficient foundation provided for 
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this ooustructiou at present ; for whatever restrictions the Parliament may think it right 
at any time to put upon their rights as subjects, it is certain that if the case of the Post 
Nati of Scotland, and that of Campbell v. Hall, are of any authority, and if the Indian 
provinces have become British dominions, all who are born within tlieni are British sub* 
jects according to English common law, even though the Indian territories sliould be so 
far a distinct realm as to have a separate but subordinate right of legislation, and of 
holding Courts for the administration of justice. Tlie distinction between British subjects 
and subjects of the British Governments in India has never, wo believe, been formally 
declared in any Act of Parliament, but depends upon an ill-defined supposition of the 
continuance of the Mahomedan laws, and upon inferences to bo drawn from the use of 
the terms British subjects’’ in several statutes and charters relating to India, 
especially the *21 Geo. 111. c. 70, aiKl the Charters of the Madras and Bombay Courts, 
and upon a fluctuating usage ; so that it is quite impossible to say, with any just confi- 
dence, who they are who belong to the one class, and who to the other. It seems to be 
agreed indeed that tlie terms British subjects,” as they must necessarily include all 
persons born in Great Britain, or whose fathers or paternal grandfathers have been born 
there, so they do not include any Mahomedan or Hindu natives of tlie Indian provinces, 
who are not inhabitants or natives of (’alcutta, Madras, or Bombay, or any other place 
distinctly recognized as a Britisli settlement or factory ; but between these two extremes 
there are many doiibtful classes. Even the Irish would not necessarily fall under the 
terms British subjects,” as used in 21 Geo. HI. c. 70, s. 10. It is understood that the 
lawyers of the East-Iiidia Company have affirmed, that persons born in the British colonies 
are uot, according to the use of the term in the Indian statutes, British subjects,” by 
reason of Uieir birlh-placc, nor unless tiiey are descended from a Britisli-born father or 
paternal grandfather. The natives of Jersey, Guernsey, and Alderney, have not so 
strong a claim as these Christian persons born in C*alcutta, Madras and Bombay, but not 
resident there ; and Hindus and Mahomedans, under similar circumstances, are liable to 
still more cogent doubts* Do either Hindus and Mahomedans, or Indian Christians, 
born ill the provinces, or Christian foreigners, become temporarily Britisli subjects while 
domiciled in Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, so that for offiences committed beyond the 
boundaries they would still be amenable only to the Supreme Court ? Are the native 
Christians, or the subjects of Christian princes in amity with the Crown, who may reside 
in the provinces, to be classed with the Mahomedans and Hindus, or with Britisli' sub- 
jects ? What is the effect of the subsisting treaties with France or other Christian States, 
in this respect ? These and many similar questions do every now and then arise, and it 
IS only by perpetual contrivance that they are prevented from becoming more trouble- 
some. The Statutes and Charters relating to India present various applications of the 
terms in question ; and in several important instances the term '' subjeots’* is used by 
itself, and it is mere speculation and controversy whether the adjunct British” is to be 
understood or iioC These distinctions are the more perplexing, because the continuance 
of the Nizamut. which afforded some sort of explanation of them in Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa, cannot be alleged in respect to other parts of India, many of which have come 
under the sovereignty of the British Crown without leaving even a shadow of any former 
sovereignty lingering behind, and by a course of circumstances which present no alterna- 
tive 
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tiv® but that persons bom there must be subjects of bis Majesty in right of the Britisli 
Crown, or subjects of nobody at all. 

31. The circumstance which perhaps more than any other has contributed to make the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court inconvenient, and which is always broug'ht forward as 
marking its iinfitiiess for the duties assig^ned to it, is not a vice of its orig'inal constitution, 
but the improvident addition to its jurisdiction of all the immense territories which have 
been subsequently added to the Pr«*sideiicy of Port William. It was not perhaps impos- 
sible that the Court might have been made competent to exercise an effectual and salu- 

j^irisdictioii throughout all Bengal, Behar and Orissa, which comprise the whole 
space to which its powers at first extended ; but it never could have been made convenient 
by any ingenuity of legislation, that its powers of original jurisdiction should be exer- 
cised even as to British persons throughout the present Presidency of Bengal, of which 
some parts are a thousand miles distant from it, and where the means of communication 
are not to bo supposed the same as in England ; and as there has been an inclination 
rather to compress the powers of the Court, than to develope and assist them, it may 
easily be conceived that when called into exercise in a weak and shackled state, in so vast 
an area, they are at once ridiculously impotent, and yet very much in the way. 

32. It appears to us to be matter for regret that there has never been any plan avowed 
and distinctly laid down for the gradual assimilation and union of the two systems, which 
it was necessary at first, and to a great extent is still necessary to maintain, for the British 
and the natives respectively. In 1773 there seems to have been at most only a temporary 
obligation to preserve any of the Mahomedan forms of government, and they have by 
degrees been almost obliterated, but what has come in place of them rests partly on the 
old basis, and there are still two systems, scarcely less adverse than at first, working 
with discordant action in the same space. Nothing wouhl be more unreasonable than to 
attempt to impose upon India generally the British laws as they exist in the United King- 
dom, or even in Calcutta ; but we are confident that before this time, if there had been 
a hearty co-operatiun of all parts of the IndJau Guveriimetits, one uniform system, not 
Ekiglish, yet not adverse to the constitution of the United Kingdom, might have been 
established in sonic provinces, to which both British persons and natives might have accom- 
modated themselves, and which would liave been fitted at future opportunities to be 
extended to other districts. This would have been done if the whole legislative and 
judicial powers of Government had been under one controul ; but this has never been the 
case. The regulations of the Government for the provinces, and civil causes tried in the 
Provincial Courts, where the matter in dispute is of a certain value, are nominally sub- 
jected to the controul of the Kingin (-ouncil, as much as regulations which are registered 
in the Supreme Court, or causes heard there ; but it is scarcely more than in name that 
this exists ; and with the exception of a few appeals in civil cases, it may be said that tlie 
legislative and judicial functions of the Indian GovemnieiiU in tlie provinces, extensive 
and active as they are, are exercised under no other controul than that of tlie Directors 
and the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, whilst the administration of law for British 
persons in India is, in theory, independent both of the Indian Governments, the Directors 
and the Board, and British subjects who choose to abide at the seats of Government can- 
not be directly subjected to any legislation but that of Parliament, or regulations regis- 
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tered in the Supreme Courts. In these circumstances it has naturally been the iiieUnatton 
of those who have the principal influence in Indian affairs^ to build separately upon the 
foundations of that system which is most subjected to themselves^ and as it were belongs 
to them, rather than to bring the remains of the old institutions of the country into any 
subordination to Courts established upon the basis of Parliamentary enactments, and in 
many repects certainly ill adapted to the circumstances of the country. Thus two prin* 
ciples of government have been maintained in a sort of struggle with each other, which 
thwarts and weakens each, and is not in any way advantageous to either. If one of them 
was to prevail, even to the exclusion of the other, the result must be an interference of 
the Imperial Legislature to reduce the Indian territories to their true relation with the 
United Kingdom, that of distinct but entirely dependent dominions, with peculiar though 
not adverse, laws, separate, but entirely subordinate powers of internal legislation, and 
an administration of justice always liable in all its branches, if not actually subject to the 
superintendence and coiitroul of the King in Council, or some other Courts of the United 
Kingdom, or at least of some Court constituted by the Crown. Why should not the 
most convenient district tliat can be named in these vast territories be set apart for the 
purpose of forming, upon this basis, one harmonious system, suited to all classes of per- 
sons, and compounded of the two jarring ones which at present divide the people, debili- 
tate the administration of justice, and harass the Government. It has been said, that this 
is only selecting a part of the mass for the purpose of making experiments upon it ; but 
as every body seems to be agreed that something must be done, we suppose they mean 
that some experiments must be made, and we seem to differ from those who are adverse 
to the selection of one province, principally in this respect, that we think it wiser to 
attempt the introduction of a better system upon a small scale at first, and in that place 
only, where all the force of Government may be most readily applied in its support, and 
where its progress will be most immediately subjected to the presence and inspection of 
those who must direct it. 

33. The next head of difficulties is one of which we feel considerable difficulty in 
speaking. But our motives and the necessity of exhibiting the whole of the case, must 
be our excuse for saying that some of the inconvenience to which the Court is subjected, 
and some of which it is the apparent cause, are attributable to the imperfections of the 
Acts of Parliament and Letters Patent, under which it has to act, or by which it is 
affected. It would seem as if either from the intricacy of the subject, or an apprehension 
that difficulties would be encountered in Parliament when modifications of the powers of 
the Supreme Court have been desired, they have been sought, not by positive and plain 
enactment, but by tlie introduction of something in an Act or Charter, which without being 
likely to excite too much discussion at the time, might nevertheless be available afterwards, 
as showing an intention on the part of the legislating power to make the required provi- 
sion. Nothing can be more vague in most respects than the important statute of 21 
Geo. III. c. 70; it provided that persons should not be subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Court for this or for that reason, but left it nearly as open to aigument as it Was 
before, whether all those must not be held liable who could be shown to be subjects 
of his Majesty ; it left in the hands of the Government powers of general legislation, and 
of life and death, which it did not notice, while it specifically imparted to them limited 

powers 
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powers of making^ regulations^ and inflicting, in certain cases, punishment short of death. 
It employed the terms British subjects,” and European British subjects,” in such a 
mannerj that it is impossible to say what wa.s really meant by them ; it expressly left 
to the Supreme Court the determination of all suits respecting the lands of certain classes 
of the natives, yet forbade it to interfere in matters connected with the revenue, which is 
a part of all lands throughout all India ; and finally, it made certain provisions for regis- 
tration which were palpably impracticable from the first, and were scarcely attempted to 
be carried into execution. We would rather not go through the invidious task of pointing 
out the indirect and inconclusive, but not therefore inefficient provisions of later statutes ; 
but we can scarcely avoid to notice some of the variations which have been made in the 
Charters of the Supreme Courts at Madras and Bombay, and the doubts and difficulty 
which arise out of them. The Acts of Parliament which directed the issuing of these 
Letters Patent, provided that they should confer the same powerl^ on the new Courts as 
those which were possessed by the Court at Fort William ; but notwithstanding this, the 
powers granted are very materially diflerent. To pass over the differences as to the appoint- 
ment of Sheriffs, and the admission of barristers and attornies, it will be found, that in 
the definition of the jurisdiction of the more recent Courts, their powers are generally 
restricted to such persons as have heretofore been described and distingushed by the 
appellation of ^'British subjects,” whereas, as it would have seemed to us, the powers which 
the Justices and the Court were to possess in the provinces as Conservators of the Peace, 
and as presiding over the commission of the peace, whether the criterion of their extent was 
to bo the extent of those granted to the Court at Fort William, or the possibility of their 
being used to any good purpose, must be exercised, if exercised at all, without distinc- 
tion of persons. Again, the Bombay Court is prohibited from interfering in any matter 
concerning the Revenue, even within tlie town of Bombay, which is directly opposed to 
the 53 Geo. III. c. 155, ss. 99, 100. Then all natives are exempted from appearing in 
the Courts at Madras and Bombay, unless the eircumstaiices be altogether such as that 
they might be compelled to appear in the same manner in what is called a Native Court. 
This would for many purposes place the Court entirely at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment, who regulate the usages of the Country Courts as they please ; and whether any 
suit arising beyond the limits of the towns of Madras and Bombay should be determined 
at all, or whether any offence committed there should be punished by the Court, or 
whether it should be able to collect evidence in aid of any proceedings in England, would 
come to depend entirely upon the pleasure of the Government. Whether this would be 
right or not, is not the question: it is inconsistent with the duties assigned to the Courts 
by statute. In the clause which purports to define the Admiralty jurisdiction of the 
Courts at Bombay in criminal cases, its powers are restricted to such persons as would 
be amenable to it in its ordinary jurisdiction, which is again at variance with the 53 Geo. 
III. c. 155, s. 110 ; if it is to be understood from this passage in the Charter that the 
jurisdiction was meant to be limited to such persons as have been described as British 
subjects ; but it is not very clear what is to be understood by ordinary, as opposed to any 
extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court. This indeed is another species of the defects 
which wo are noticing, namely, that limitations of the jurisdiction have been thus intro- 
duced by allusion rather than plain declaration. In one way or another, sometimes by 
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the mention of some qualification of the powers of the Court occurring in an Act or 
Charter^ which has been afterwards insisted upon as a recognition; sometimes by a vague 
recognition of counter institutions which have been already set on foot without any 
express authority^ and which afterwards^ upon the strength of tlic recognition, are ampli- 
fied and extended ; sometimes by the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court being stated in 
such a way as to leave it to be inferred that the expres^io,unius is the exclusip alteriui ; 
sometimes by provisions which, to persons unacquainted with India, may have appeared 
to be of little consequence, but wliicli in reality involve a great deal ; sometimes, when 
Parliament has provided tliat new Courts sliould be established upon tliesame footing as 
tile old one, by something being accidentally mixed up with the constitutions of the new 
Courts, which is essentially difierent from the old, and would be destructive of their 
efficiency : in some or all of these ways, the Supreme Courts have come to stand at last 
in circumstances in which it is very hard to say what are their rights, their duties or 
their use. 

34. Though we attribute the principal imperfections and inconvenience of the Supreme 
Court to the sources which we liave described, we have already intimated that there 
were inherent and almost insuperable difficulties connected with its original constitution, 
and the circumstances with which it has always had to deal ; and we by no means intend 
to assert that there have never been any faults on the part of those by whom the business 
of it has been conducted. The application of the forms of British law to the settlement 
of differences amongst the Hindus and Mahomedaas, even of Calcutta, is full of difficulty. 
Tlie Hindu laws, especially, are one of those ancient systems which the history of the 
world shows to have existed, in a certain stage of society, all over Asia and a great part 
of Europe, and of which the main spring was the influence of the priesthood. When this 
is removed, and laws, which were calculated to be enforced by persuasion, by sacerdotal 
influence, or religious awe, have to be exercised by means of English Courts and lawyers, 
and the legal process of writs of execution, it is scarcely possible that the machinery 
should work well. This remark is peculiarly applicable to the family quarrels of the 
Hindus ; but the inconvenience, great as it is, seems to be necessarily connected for a 
time with tlie marvellous position in which England is placed in relation to India. The 
ordinary state of a Hindu family in respect of property is that of coparconery between all 
the males, but any one member has a right to claim a partition. Upon the death of a 
Maliomedan, his property, including land, is shared amongst his relations, according to 
peculiar rules, which make it necessary for the purpose of calculation, to subdivide it into 
minute portions. The mode of settling all cases of this kind in the Supreme Court is 
by suits in equity, and it migiy easily be imagined that trouble, expense and delay must 
attend such proceedings, in which iimiimerablo papers and accounts of many years* 
standing, in tliree or four languages, must be produced, translated, given in evidence and 
investigated, and in which, after all the other difficulties have been overcome, the decrees 
of the Court, including partitions of interests in land, and consequently the inspection, 
admeasurement, valuation and allotment of the lands, are to be carried into execution 
by the European Officers of the Court in the provinces, where the uncertain interests of 
many parties not included in tlie suit are involved in the same parcels of land, where the 
Court is prohibited from interfering in any way with a revenue which is intimately and 

inextricably 
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inextricably mixed up with every piece of land, and where the Court is also regarded 
somewhat in the light of an intruder, or at best a necessary evil, by the civil servants of 
the Gownment by whom the provinces are managed. Add to this, that when once 
dissention has arisen in a native family, nothing can exceed the perverseness with which 
their disputes arc carried on. The object is not to obtain their rights, but to ruin each 
other. Sometimes they will make a truce for years, and then revive their contentions 
with fresh zeal. At all times tliey are represented to bo difficult to deal with as clients, 
and from understanding imperfectly the proceedings of an English Court, to be obstinate 
and suspicious. Besides, it cannot be expected that any class of the professional persons 
by whom the business of the Court is to be conducted should, in general, be quite equal, 
in all desirable qualifications, to those who exercise corresponding functions at home. We 
make no exception in this remark, even of the highest offices ; but we have in view prin- 
cipally the conduct and management of suits under circumstances which arc much more 
difficult, and much more opposed to an accurate and beneficial exercise of the legal 
profession, than any that occur at home* In almost all suits for partition amon^t 
native families there is another and monstrous difficulty, from the Court having to retal- 
iate the disposition of large funds appropriated to the superstitious uses of their religions. 
Again, some of the longest, most intricate and expensive suits in the Court have been 
occasioned by the charitable or religious bequests of Christians of various sects. In 
some of these the Supreme Courts have been called upon to apply money to the benefit 
of Roman Catholic Establishments at Goa, in others to Greek or Armenian ('hurdles on 
Mount Lebanon. A commission has been prayed to inspect ihc reconls of the \ atican. 
One highly important case, which long has been and still is before the C'ourt at Fort 
William, and which, there is little doubt, will ultimately come before the King in 
(^iincil, presents the following circumstances ; A Frenchman by birth, prcifessing no 
religion but Deism, and who had for some time resided, and at last died at a very 
advanced age, in the territory of Oiide, which is, according to treaty, the dominion of an 
independent Maliomedan king, leaves great wealth, a part of which is in land. Some 
of die property, at the time of the death, is within the kingdom of Oiido, and some 
within the presidency of Bengal, and some is vested in the public securities of the Britisli 
Government. By his will he bequeaths legacies to relations iii France, and gives pen- 
sions for life to a set of native concubines and servants in Oude ; makes large charitable 
bequests to the city of Calcutta, and the city of Lyons in France, involving the esta- 
blishment of public schools; aud directs also the establishment of what he calls a 
college, but which is to be connected with a sort of caravanserai, where his tomb is to be 
kept lighted and watched, in tlie Foreign and Maliomedan capital of Lucknow ; and, 
after providing for all these, there in likely to be a residue, to which, when they can be 
found out, the next of kin of a man who had left France in a state of poverty sixty years 
before, and who had no kindred in India, arc untitled ; and there is landed properiy in 
Calcutta to which his heir-at-law, when discovered, may have a claim ; and this heir, 
according to the English law, is not one of the next of kin, who are only of the half 
blood. The case is not brought into the Court until the assets have been many years in 
the hands of a mercantile firm, and are involved in a maze of accounts ; once brought 
before it, however, the Court cannot decline to proceed, yet it is only enabled to proceed 
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('Oi NCiLs, in respect of the public charities^ at the instance of Uie Advocate-General of tiie Com- 
Y>SLny, whose official relations are, in some respects, calculated to retard his motions. 

Papers submitted ^Vheii such circumstances may occur, and when it is recollected that the Court lias no 
by Judges. loss than seven jurisdictions combined, as a Court of King’s Bench, a Court of Civil 

T"! . Pleas, a Court of Oyer and Terminer, a Court of Admiralty, a Court of Equity, an 

o*f Jiisdcc*^*' Ecclesiastical Court, and a C’ourt ft>r the Relief of Insolvent Debtors, it will not perhaps 
bo thought very surprising if complaints against it should somotitues arise out of the 
suitor’s disputes. Except, however, in equity cases, there is no ground for any com- 
plaint of tediousnoss in tlio determination of suits ; nor even in equity is the delay to 
be ascribed to the fault of the officers of the Court. There are no arrears iu the Court 
in any of its departments, and there scarcely ever have been any. The heaviness of the 
costs in some equity suits, wc have no doubt, is a great evil, though perhaps not greater 
than in England ; and it will not be found to arise so much out of any particular fees, as 
from the misconduct or miscarriage of the equity suits, attributable, iu a great degree, 
to the difficulties which we have noticed, but arising partly no doubt, iu some cases, 
from the inattention or unskilful ness of professional men, and still more perhaps from 
the waywardness and unmanageable character of the native clients. If wo were called 
upon to devise a remedy for such evils, upon the supposition of the continuance of the 
present constitution and jurisdiction of the Court, we do not know that we could suggest 
any other than a reform of the system of equity pleading, a settlement of all bills of 
costs at stated periods of the year, by the Judges themselves, accompanied by a judicial 
inquiry into the conduct of each suit, and a division of labour and allotment of business 
amongst the Judges, by which a more rigid discipline, if ue may use the expression, in 
the conduct of the whole business of the Court might be enforced, 

35. We have now, however, in pursuance of the wish expressed in your letter, to 
submit to the consideration of the President and Board some larger views of the arrange- 
ments which, in our opinion, would best conduce to the attainment of the objects for 
which the Supreme Court was constituted. If we should appear to bring forward any 
considerations which may be thought to belong rather to general policy than to law, we 
trust it will be perceived that this is not done to any greater extent than is necessary for 
the purpose of explaining the remedies which seem to us to be required for the evils 
that have been adverted to in the former part of this letter, and are strictly a part of the 
subject respecting which wc are called upon to speak. We are sensible, however, that 
we run the risk of suggesting what may be at variance with views already formed, or 
with transcendant coasideratious of general policy, of which we have no information. 
This is a disadvantage for which we have no other help than to beg tliat what we offer 
may be received as it is offered, in the light of very humble suggestions, tendered with 
much distrust of our own judgments, and with no other desire than to assist bis Majesty’s 
Ministers, as far as we can, in arriving at just conclusions of what is best to he done. Our 
observations arc made upon the supposition that India will remain under the government 
of the Company, subject to the control and regulation of the Crown and Parliament in 
all affairs of government, whetlicr executive, judicial or legislative. 

36. It appears to us to be desirable that all the territories which are permanently 
annexed to any of the three Presidencies, and in which justice is administered and tho 
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lUvtDue is’ oollactsd by officers of the British Government^ should be declared^ in the 
moot unaetdbiguous manner, to be dominions of the Crown of the United Kingdom ; that 
ell persons bom within the same are subjects of that Crown, owe allegiance to it, and 
are entitled to protection from it ; and that all persons residing there owe that tempo- 
rary allegiance which would be due from them, if resident in any other dominions of the 
Grown. But this, perhaps, is a step which would not be taken by the British Parlia- 
ment, if it were to be considered as securing to the countless population of India the 
rights of natural-bom British subjects. If the legislature should not be satisfied by that 
exclusion from certain rights, to which all the unchristian natives would be subject, as 
the law now stands, it might be necessary to enact, that the natives of the British terri- 
tories in India shall not, by reason merely of their birth-place, be entitled, when resident 
within the United Kingdom, or any of the dominions of the United Kingdom other than 
the Indian territories, to any rights or privileges as subjects, beyond what would be 
allowed to the subjects of friendly foreign states, and that they shall be distinguished by 
the name of Indian subjects of the Crown of the United Kingdom, with a proviso, that 
all persons bom in India, whose fathers or paternal grandfathers shall have been British 
subjects, and all other persons who, according to law, would be natural-born British 
subjects, if born in any foreign state, shall equally be natural-born British subjects, if 
bora within the British territories in India. If such provisions would have the effect of 
depriving any classes of the Indian natives of rights to which they may at present be 
entitled as natural- born British subjects, the distinct acknowledgment of their being at 
least subjects, and entitled to protection, and the foundation which would be laid by the 
provisions hereinafter mentioned for their enjoyment, in a part of India, of legal rights, 
would appear to us to be more than an adequate compensation for any thing which could 
be justly said to be taken away. 

37* lliat a certain district round Calcutta should be distinguished by the name of the 
Province of Calcutta, and that for the government of this district there should be, to a 
certain extent, a separation of the executive, judicial and legislative powers, by means of 
a Legislative Council, and a Court of Appeal or Council of Judicature being added to 
the existing political body of the Governor- General in Council. Within this province 
all subjects of the Crown of the United Kingdom, as well British as Indian, without any 
dictinction, should have the right of purchasing, holding and inheriting lands, and the 
laws throughout that district should be rendered as inviolable, and the administration of 
justice as regular, and the security of person and property as perfect, as possible. We 
da not mean that the Ei^Iish laws should be established, but that, subject to certain 
restrictions, a system should be adapted by the Legislative Council to the whole circum- 
stances in which the province would be placed. It seems ^o us that the Delta of the 
Ganges, or in other words, the territory lying between the western or right bank of tlie 
Bhaugiruter and Hoogbly rivers, and the eastern or left bank of the main stream of the 
Ganges, would be a district, at present, of convenient size, and the best situated for this 
jmrpoae. 

38. It might be declared that all the rest of the territories of this Presidency, although 
they bef*4be. dominions of the Crown, and the inhabitants be subjects thereof, yet by 
reason of their magnitude and great population, and the various customs and habits of 
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the people, and the intricacy of the landed tenures and other circumstances, tiie]r cannot, 
for many years to come, be adapted throughout their whole extent, to an equally regular 
system of government, and for these reasons the whole government of the same might 
be declared to be vested as before in the Governor-General in Council, subject to the 
former restrictions and qualifications ; and it might be provided, that whatever persons 
should choose to abide in, traverse or enter the said territories, should bo to all intents 
and purposes liable to the laws and regulations in force there, and to the authority and 
powers of the Governor- General in Council, in like manner as any of the Indian subjects 
of the Crown would be, and that neither the Supreme Court nor any of the other Courts 
established or to be established within the Province of Calcutta, should have any juris- 
diction whatsoever, or exercise any authority, powers or process whatever, within any of 
the said territories, other than such as hereinafter are expressly and particularly men- 
tioned, but that in all other cases whatsoever when it should become necessary for giving 
effect to any decree, judgment or order of any of the said Courts, that the lands, goods 
or body of any person should be seixed and taken upon any mesne or final process within 
tile said territories, it should be done by such ways and means, and in such manner and 
form, and according to such regulations, as should be provided for that purpose by the 
Gftvenior-General in Council. Upon the great question, whether British persons should 
be allowed to hold lands in the provinces, we should say, that if they would be contented 
to take the privilege uprn the terms above stated, it might be granted. It seems to us 
tliat the necessity of the case requires, as to the greater jmrt of the provinces, that the 
Governor-General in Council must have legislative, judicial and executive powers, subject 
to no control but by the superior authorities in England ; but if Parliament, clearly 
understanding and being prepared to adhere to this, should choose to put all the subjects 
of liis Majesty, of whatsoever description, upon an equal footing in the provinces, we 
should not apprehend any serious danger to the State, nor any oppression of the natives, 
wliich the Government would not bo able by a stem exercise of its power to restrain. 
But there are two things which it does appear to us to be highly desirable to guard 
against in any general admission of British persons to the provinces : First, that of giving 
rise to a delusion that tliere are the means at present of establishing and enforcing good 
laws thrcMighout all India, in such a manner tliat it might be advantageous to British 
persons to purchase landed estates throughout the provinces. Secondly, the leaving an 
opening and preteiwe for subsequent irritation and clamour on the part of British persons 
so admitted to the provinces, upon the ground of their not enjoying there the rights of 
Rlnglish law. If the provinces are to be opened to them, let it be universally understood, 
so that no dfHibt may remain, nor any ground for subsequent reproach, that they go to 
live under a despotic and imperfect but strong government, that they carry with them no 
rights but such as arc possessed there by the natives themselves, and that it is impossible 
at present to give them either that security and easy enjoyment of landed property! or 
those ready remedies for private wrongs which more regularly constituted .gofcronients 
aiford. A tolerable system of crimiiial judicature, we believe, might even at present be 
established throughout the greater part of India. 

39. The Supreme Court, besides being restricted from exercising within the territories 
lying beyond the boundaries of the povince of Calcutta, any other jurisdiotion than «««» 
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as is hereinafter expressly mentioned, might likewise altogether cease to be a Court of corscji.s, 
original jurisdiction within that province, except in the cases hereinafter expressly and 
particularly mentioned, and the authority, powers and jurisdiction of the Court mi»ht Papers submitted 
thenceforth be as follows ; First, that within and throughout the province of Calcutta, it by Judges, 
should have a complete superintendence and controul over all other Courts and Magis- 77“ 

trates. Secondly, that no sentence of death by any other Courts of the province should 
be executed without the warrant of the Court, and that it should have an original and 
exclusive jurisdiction as to all those offences which, for distinction, are called offences 
against the State, and are of a treasonable or seditious nature, committed within the pro- 
vince of Calcutta. Thirdly, that it shotdd have an original jurisdiction as a Court of 
Chancery, as to all conveyances or devises of land, or gifts or bequests of money for 
diaritable or religious purposes, or other permanent public objects. Fourthly, that it 
should have an original Admiralty jurisdiction as to all crimes maritime punishable with 
death, and that the King’s commission of Vice- Admiralty for the trial of prize causes 
should be directed to the Judges of the Court. Fifthly, that it should be, in all cases, a 
Court of Appeal from tho Courts of the province of Calcutta. Sixthly, that it should 
be lawful for the Governor-General, by commission, to authorize and empower any one 
or more of the Judges to exorcise any judicial function, either original or upon appeal, or 
by way of inquiry, within the territories lying beyond the boundaries of the province of 
Calcutta, and respecting any matters arising within the same, whenever the importance 
and exigency of any case might require it. 

40. That a Legislative Council should be established for the province of Calcutta. 

Our views as to the formation of sucli a Council have been already stated in a communi- 
cation made to the Governor- General in Council on the 2d of October 1H29, and in a 
draft of the heads of a bill which we have subsequently prepared by the desire of the 
Government. We would only add here, that consistently with the scheme presontwl in 
our present letter, the right of legislation of the Council would be restricted to the pro* 
vince of Calcutta, but that it might be employed for tho other territories whenever the 
Governor- General in Council sliould think it expedient. We wish it also to be distinctly 
understood, tliat we should propose that the Governor- General should have the right of 
presiding in the Legislative Council, and that nothing should be enacted, even for the 
province of Calcutta, without his consent ; nor should we see any decisive objection 
against his presiding also, by appointment of the Crown, in tho Council of Judicature or 
Court of Appeal, whichever it might bo called, if it should be thought that in this way a 
more perfect harmony of government would be secured. 

41. The first duty of the Legislative Council would be, to constitute subordinate 
Courts of Justice for tho province of Calcutta, and until this should be done, the Supreme 
Court and the Country Courts must continue to exercise their respective functions. Our 
opinions upon this point also, of the system of Courts best adapted to India, is expressed 
in a paper which has already been seen by tho Government, and which, at their request, 
is about to be submitted to them in an ofiicial form ; and we would only observe here, 
that for the province of Calcutta we conceive that below the Court of Appeal or Council 
of Judicature there ought to be one Provincial Court held at Calcutta, about four Zillah 
Courts i the town of Calcutta and its suburbs constituting of itself one Zillah, and an 
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adequate number of Peifpunnah Courts ; that we would make all persons^ without oxcep- 
tion, eligible as Judges and officers of the Courts, but in practiee, one at least of the 
Judges of every Zillah Court ought always to be a natural-born British subject, and in the 
Provincial Court all the Judges should be natural-bom British subjects, and one of them 
should be an English barrister of ten years’ standing. With the exception peihaps of 
that one person, and of all the Judges of the Court of Appeal or Council of Judicature, 
who ought to be appointed by the Crown, the other Judges of all the Courts within the 
province of Calcutta might be appointed by the Governor- General in Council. The func- 
tions of these Courts, except the Provincial Court, might be confined ordinarily to civil 
causes, and criminal Courts for the trial of misdemeanors and of minor felonies, might be 
constituted by the Zillah Courts sitting at stated periods, with the addition of the Justices 
of the Peace ; other felonies of a worse nature would be reserved for the Provincial Court 
alone. 

42. The Governor-General and Council, as at present constituted, would retain within 
the province of Calcutta all their present powers, as far as they should be consistent 
with the new provisions ; and it ought to be declared much more plainly than it has 
hitherto been, that throughout the other territories they have the exercise by themselves, 
or through the Company's servants, of all authority executive, legislative and judicial, 
including the power of life and death, subject to the direction and control of the Court of 
Directors and Board of Commissioners, and to the supreme power of the Crown and the 
Imperial Parliament. The Governor-General in Council, however, should also hare the 
discretionary right of calling in aid the Legislative Council or Court of Appeal, and 
referring to tliem any matters arising in any part of the territories, and of appointing 
upon emergencies the members of these bodies, or any other persons. Commissioners to 
act in and for any part of the territories. 

43. The basis and essential part of this plan is, that the two systems of law and sorts 
of Government, which it seems to be necessary to maintain in India, should respectively 
be confined to separate local limits, instead of struggling together within the same ; but 
it is not meant that the system to be established around the seat of Government should 
be exclusively British, but one adapted to all the circumstances of the country, though 
in complete subordination to the Crown and Parliament. The plan would afford to all 
British persons, and to any other classes of the community who should set a value upon 
the protection of a regular system of law and Courts, the opportunity and means of 
living under it ; on the other hand, it would secure the natives in the outer provinces 
from that annoyance which it is affirmed they have occasionally experienced from the 
process of British Courts ; and it would preclude all collision between the two sets of 
Courts and systems of law. It would do away with all invidious distinctions between the 
different classes of inhabitants. In the province of Calcutta, all without distinction 
would have all the most important rights belonging to the inhabitants of a Britidi settle- 
ment ; in the other territories, all would be equally reduced to sudi as might be found 
consistent with the more despotic power which necessity should require to be maintmned 
there. This need not be more despotic than at present it is, as to those who constiti^ 
ninety-nine hundredths of the whole population ; on the contrary> iel it be mitigaw 

and regulated and improved as much as may be consistent with security ; but let British 

persons 
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persons who yolunUrily place themselves under it, be as much subjected to it, and in the 
same manner, as the rest of the people, llioso who now, for the purposes of trade, 
oonaeet themselves with the cultivation of land in the interior, might continue to do so ; 
whilst, for those who should wish to settle for life in India, and to purchase durable 
interests in land, the province of Calcutta would present a sufficient area for several 
years to come ; and all who are acquainted with the country will acknowledge the 
general advantage which would result from the increase in number of convenient places of 
residence for British persons even within tliat limited space. The most etfectual defence 
against the Indian climate is, an accommodation of the place of residence to the season of 
the year ; and it is a fact, not understood in England, that all India might be divided 
into circles of a radius of less than 200 miles, within each of which, in one direction or 
another, at every season of the year, a wholesome and a pleasant climate might be 
enjoyed. The limits of the province of Calcutta would not be so large as to make it an 
unreasonable expectation, that throughout that district, in which already there is every 
where a pennanent settlement of the revenue, the Courts of Law and a Legislative 
Council together, might be able first to ascertain, and in some degree fix the nature of 
those customary interests in land, which are so great a difficulty in the way of making 
any property in it valuable or secure, and might provide some ready means of settling the 
disputes which will arise out of this sort of property as long as it subsists, and at the 
aamo time open some course by which, with the strictest regard to justice, and without 
any preference of the English to any other system of law, these inconvenient and barbarous 
forms of projierty, such as have at some time or other existed in almost every other 
country, might, as in other countries, be resolved into more convenient, simple and 
definite ones, to tlie advantage of all parties. We wish it to be clearly understood that 
it is not English law, but whatever law should be found best adapted to the country, that 
we should seek to establish, subject to certain specified exceptions and restrictions pre- 
servative of the sovereignty of the Crown and authority of Parliament. The task of pre- 
paring, establishing and conducting of a firm system of law w ithin the province of Cal- 
cutta, might afford at least as much occupation to those who now find employment in 
the Supreme Court as they would lose by the alteration of its jurisdiction. The interests 
of religion, and the progress of moral instnictioii, would seem to us to be likely to be 
promoted by these arrangements ; and the Legislative Council and Court of Appeal 
would constitute channels for the exercise of that control by the Crown and Parliament, 
within a certain district, over all legislation and administration of justice, which, in some 
way or other, must ultimately be established throughout the whole British territories, even 
though India should be made as distinct a portion of the British dominions as Ireland was 
before the Union, and gradually, as the system should be perfected within its limited 
range, it might be extended to other provinces. 

44. We beg permission to guard ourselves against the appearance of being influenced 
in these recommendations, and particularly the latter part of them, by any feeling adverse 
to the East- India Company. Many alterations heretofore have taken place in the consti- 
tution of the Company, and others no doubt will take place hereafter, but we do not 
foresee any circumstances in which it w'ould not appear to us to be desirable that the main 
organ of government for India should bo a body of Directors, resident in England, and 
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elected by the holders of stock, representing property in India, and depending mainly for 
its value upon the prosperous condition of that country ; and nro regard with the greatest 
consideration and respect the interests of those by whom, under the Directors, India is for 
the most part actually and immediately governed. They and their connexions form as it 
were a largo family, which has claims upon India founded in long expenditure upon it of 
all that is valuable in life ; they only are qualified by information and experience to con* 
duct the details of its aifairs, and one of the principal points, iu all plans for the govern- 
ment of India, ought to be the preservation of all their real interests, and the securing of 
their willing and cordial assistance. 

45. In conclusion, we wish to say, that if our suggestions should bo thought deserving 
of further consideration, wo sliall be happy to enter into more complete details of what 
has been stated in this letter in a very general and imperfect manner ; nor are we so pre- 
judiced in favour of the plan recommended by ourselves, that wo should have any reluc- 
tance to give the fullest consideration to any other which may bo thought preferable. 
We are strongly impressed however with the following conclusions; That the trade with 
India being irrevocably free, there must be a greater resort to Bengal of British persons 
than can be confined to Calcutta or its immediate neighbourhood ; that tliere are not tlie 
means at present of establishing, throughout the vast extent of tliis Presidency, a system 
of law and government under which British persons resorting to India could or ought to 
be compelled to live, and tliat iu tliese circumstances the wisest course will be, to provide 
a sufficiently regular and liberal, and to a certain extent British system, for a well- 
defined portion of the country, small indeed in proportion to the whole territories, but 
sufficient in reason for tlie ordinary and permanent abode of the families of those British 
persons whom the trade of India may bring to the country ; to leave it to their own choice 
whether they will pass beyond the boundaries witliin which they have the opportunity of 
living and holding property under the protection of that system, but to let them know 
distinctly that if they do make that choice, they leave tlieir English rights behind them, 
and pass into another state of things which necessity requires to be differently managed. 


True copy ; 


Wc are, &c. 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to Government. 
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No. 27. 

LETTER from tlio Governor- General in Council to the Hon, Sir Charles Edward 
Grey, Knig^ht, Chief Justice, and the Hon. Sir Edward Ryan, Knight, Puisne Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal; suggesting for their 
consideration certain Alterations and Additions in the Bill to be intituled, An Act 
for establishing Legislative Councils in the East-Indies.” 

Hon. Sirs: Fort William, 28th Sept. 1830. 

We do ourselves the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, under date 
the 13th instant, with its Enclosures, Nos. I, 2, 3, and 4, and we avail ourselves of this 
opportunity to convey to you our acknowledgments for the obliging attention which you 
have shown to our suggestions. 

With respect to the first mentioned document, or heads of a Bill, to be intituled “ An 
Act for establishing Legislative Councils in the Kast-Indios,” we take the liberty of sug- 
gesting for your consideration the propriety of introducing the alterations and additions 
contained in the accompanying Paper. As to the form of their introduction wc are indif- 
ferent, and wc should indeed feel ourselves obliged by your modifying the language of our 
propositions, in such manner as may seem to you advisable. But wo should wish that the 
substance of them may be prcscrvcul as much as possible. They were not resolved upon 
without mature deliberation, and wo could not reliiupiish them without appielieiisiou 
that the efficiency of the system of Indiaii government would be thereby materially 
impaired. 

We propose to take into our consideration, at the earliest possible period, the various 
and important questions discussed in the other documents, numbered 2, 3 and 4, and 
most fully concurring with you in the sentiment you have exprc.ssed, that upon a sub- 
ject, rc.spccting which, from its extent and intricacy, all opinions arc so liable to be 
misunderstood, those which are stated otherwise than plainly and fully may serve for 
much mischief, but can scarcely do any good.” We shall communicate to you, with 
perfect candour, the conclusions at which wo may arrive, after having maturely weighed 
your valuable suggestions. 

W^e have, 

(Signed) W^. C. Bkntinck. 

W. B. Baylev. 

C. J. Mictcalits. 


ClaiJ.se 4.— -For the words '' or in the net ghhovrhood, and within some convenient dis^ 
tance of the same at such," substitute or at such places as may be most convenient, 
and at such" 

The following addition to be made to clause 6 ; Provided, however, that it shall 
and may be lawful for the Governor- General in Council to carry on any cases in 
which he may consider that serious mischief to the interests of the British Governmeut 
would arise from the suspension of any law, to cause the same to be carried imme- 
diately into effect, notwithstanding that the Judge or Judges may have expressed his or 
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COUNCILS, their belief or opinion, that such law or regulation is not within the powers vested in the 

- - Legislative Councils, by this or any subsequent Act. In all such cases, where any law 

Alteritieot or regulation may be passed on the emergency above adverted to, a written aotioe of the 

suggested by resolution to pass such law or regulation shall forthwith be transmitted by the Governor- 

^n^^un^fo General in Council to the Judge or Judges, and such law or regulation dmll dience. 

Bill proiHised by eflfhct and be binding, until his Majesty's pleasure be known, any repugnancy 

JuQges. or supposed repugnancy notwithstanding; but on all sudi occasions the Governor- 
Genend in Council will be required to state fully and at length the grounds of the 
existing emeigency, and without delay to aiihmit the same, together with all the docu- 
ments that may have been recorded on the subject, through the usual dumnel, for the 
consideration of his Majesty in Council.” 

The following rules to be substituted for clause 9 ; '' When any law or regulation shall 
have been resolved upon at any lawful meeting of the said Legislative Councils, and have 
been sent round to the resident Members for the expression of their approbation or dissent 
in writing ; then, if the Governor-General or the Governors of Fort St. George and Bombay 
sliall think fit, they shall be competent at this stage to correct the further progress of the 
proposed law or regulation. If, however, the said Governor-General or Governors of 
Fort St. George and Bombay respectively sball approve the further progress of such pro- 
posed law or regulation, notice of the general object of it shall forthwith be published in 
the Government Gazette, or some other newspaper of the place, and an interval of four- 
teen days at the least shall take place, A*om the time of the first publication, before the 
Governor- General shall give his final consent (excepting any case in which the Governor- 
General in Council may be of opinion that serious mischief to the interests of the British 
nation would arise fVom the said delay of fourteen days, in which case the circumstances being 
duly specified and recorded, the law or regulation may be passed on the emergency), and 
if any person or persons interested in or affected by any such law or regulation, shall 
petition any such Council to take into consideration his or their objections against it, at 
any time before the consent in writing of the Governor-General of Fort William for the 
establishment of such law or regulation sliall have been given, the Governor-General or 
Governor or Vice-President of the Presidency at which the law or regulation shall have 
been made, shall direct at what time and place any such person or persons shall state 
his or their objections, and whether by written petition only, or by counsel, or in person ; 
and it shall be lawful for any person or persons who may be aggrieved by any such law 
or relation, to appeal against the same to bis Majesty the King in Cooneil, who 
shall have full power and authority at any time to repeal the same, but such eppMl or 
notice thereof shall be made or given within six calendar months of the publication in 
India of the law or regulation which shall be the subject of appeal ; provided moreover, 
that whenever the Govemon of Madras or Bombay respectively shall objest to and stop 
the progress of a proposed law or regulation, he shall, at the request of any Membsr rf 
the Legislative Council, lay before such Council a statement of the grounds of his 
objections ; and any Member, disapproving of such grounds, roayooter upon tho Minutes 
the grounds of his disapprobation ; and in all such cases of dURnrenoe of ophnOB# 
whole of the documents connected with the subject shall be submitted for thO' convi* 
deration and decision of the Governor-General, to whom it abail be compotini to ceofi^ 
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the rejection of the proposed law^ or to lay the same before the Supreme Legislative 
Council, to be dealt with as if such law or regulation had been approved at the subor- 
dinate Presidency, and had been transmitted in due course to the Supremo Council for 
confirmation. In like manner, whenever the Governor- General may object to and arrest 
the progress of a proposed law or regulation, which may have been resolved upon in the 
first instance by the Supreme Legislative Council, he shall, at the request of any 
Member of such Legislative Council, lay before it a statement of the grounds of his 
objections, and any Member disapproving of such grounds niaj^ cuter upon the Minutes 
the grounds of his disapprobation ; and in all such cases uf dilfereiice of ojiiiiion, the 
whole of the documents connected with the subject shall bo submitted fur the con- 
sideration and decision of his Majesty in C'ouncil, wliich authority shall jiass such orders 
as it may see fit, either for the final rejection or for the adoption of the proposed law or 
regulation. 

** Provided also, that nothing contained in this y\ct shall be coustruod to limit or 
restrict the powers now legally exercised by the Governor- General in Council of the 
Presidency of Fort \Villiam, or of the Governor in Coimcil of the Presidencies of Fort 
St. George and Bombay respectively, excepting in so far as the same may relate to the 
making of laws and regidations/* 
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(Signed) Holt Mackknzir, 

Secretary to the Government. 


(No. 1-240.) 


No. 2S. 


LETTER from the Governor- General in Council to the Hon. Sir Charles 12. Grey, 
Knight, Chief Justice, and the Hon. Sir Edward Ryan, Knight. Puisne Justice, of 
the Supremo Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal ; conmiuiiicaliug the 
sentiments of his Lordship in Council, on the Papers submitted by them relative U) 
the formation of a Code of Laws and the establishment of a System of Courts for 
the British Territories in the East Judies. 


Governor-General 
in Council’s 
Sentiments on 
Papers submitted 
by Judges. 


1. We have already had the honour of commuuicating to you our spiitimeuts on the 
draft of a Bill, &c. which accompanied your Letter of the 1 3th ultimo. 

2. We now proceed to state what has occurred to us on a couMideratioii of the other 
important and valuable Papers with which you have favoured us; and first, as to the 
observations relative to the formation of a code of laws for the British territories in the 
East-Indies. 

3. You have justly stated the confusion which exists under the law as it now stands, in 
regard to the rights of various classes of persons, and on this branch of the subject we 
have little or nothing to add to the exposition contained in your Letter to the Secretary 
to the Board of Control, of the circumstances which have chiefly occasioned the diflicul- 
ties and embarrassments under which all authorities, engaged in the civil administration of 
the country, equally labour. Whether, indeed, Uie principles ordinarily applicable to 
conquests by the Crown, could have been fitly applied to provinces of so vast an extent, 

7 Z acquired 
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acquired under circumstances of a very peculiar nature^ partly by arms^ partly by negocia- 
tion, and partly by arrangements for which it might not be easy to find a suitable designa- 
tion among the stated terms of European jurists, seems to us to be very questionable • 
but whatever principle had been followed, we imagine that it must equally have been 
found impossible for the British Parliament to legislate for the details of the civil adminis- 
tration of this country, without occasioning innumerable doubts and difficulties at every 
step. On all aides therefore it must, we think, be manifest that the chaos which you have 
so forcibly and justly described, can only be reduced into order by means of a local 
legislature, acting of course uuder a complete subordination to the Parliament of Eng- 
land. And it seems to us to be not less evident, that the legislative interposition of Par- 
liament ought to be coiitiued, as far as possible, to matters affecting the general concerns 
of the empire ; aud that in respect to local details, even when it may see reason to inter- 
fere, it should proceed rather by general resolutions, to be reduced into law by the local 
legislature, with a full knowledge of local peculiarities, than by formal enactments binding 
to the letter. 


4. With reference to your remarks as to the second branch of law, or the law of pro- 
perty, we are sorry that we cannot bring ourselves to concur in the opinion you have 
expressed. You suggest that one law should be established for all moveable property (as 
well as for matters of contract) to whatever class of persons belonging, and that the laws 
to be established should be the law of England. The only advantage you appear to 
anticipate from this is, the advantage of uniformity. In matters of contract it may be 
observed, that the principles of equity and good sense are enjoined ; not those alone of 
the Hindoo aiid Mahomedau laws. On the proposition of introducing a new law, as 
relates to moveable property, we are of opinion that the innovation would be at once 
unwelcome and unnecessary. 'J'he rules of inheritance, both Hindoo and Mahomedau, 
by which much moveable property changes owners, are clear, simple and well defined ; 
and the few points on which conflicting doclrines are entertained, might easily be set at 
rest by a declaratory enactment ; cases unprovided for, or rules manifestly repugnant to 
justice and sound policy (if such exist), may similarly be provided for as they may occur. 
But any general enactment, which should sweep away at one stroke the laws of our 
Hindoo and Moslem subjects relati\c to moveable property, would, we apprehend, be tlie 
occasion of much complaint ; and, as already observed, we are not aware of any evil 
practically experienced under the present law to call for any violent remedy. Generally, 
indeed, in making a code, our object would be rather to declare what the law is, than to 
change what is fully established, or to attempt to provide prospectively for future exigen- 
cies, unless with the view of supplying obvious defects, or of correcting evils actually 
experienced. 

o. With these sentiments, wc should think it advisable to leave untouched the law 
relative to real property, excepting in the case of British- born subjects. Considering the 
purposes for which these generally acquire, and are likely to acquire such property, aud 
the expediency of avoiding all artificial obstacles to its free transfer, it seems to ns that it 
would be convenient and advantageous, if the estates of that class were declared to be a 
chattel interest merely ; some simple rules relative to registry and transfer, and some 
clear definition of the modes in which such property should pass and be required, being 
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at the same time established. With this modification, we conceive that the English law of 
property, subject of course to modification from time to time by the local legislature, ini^ht 
be advantageously made applicable to all Christian persons. It is unnecessary now to advert 
particularly to the rules which may become necessary to provide for the case of persons 
passing from one cla.ss to another. Possibly no provision may be required in addition 
to that above suggested, for the application of English law to all Christian persons. 

6. But some new rules relative to the execution of wills, and the adniinistration of the 
estates of intestates, appear to be very urgently required, and in regard to Christian 
persons, the whole scheme of ecclesiastical law must be distinctly considered. 

7. No objection occurs to us against the extension, as proposed by you, of the English 
law relating to private injuries. Already, indeed, our CU)iirts are mainly gui ded by the 
principles of that law, and the only change needed seems to be better and fuller defini- 
tions, and such an amendment in the forms of action and process as, wliile it preserves 
to the utmost extent practicable, the simplicity that distinguishes our existing rules in 
this respect, may better accommodate them to the various exigencies for which Courts of 
Law and Equity have to provide. 

8. We have great satisfaction in expressing our entire concurrence in the concluding 
observation of the Paper now referred to, as to that branch of the law which relates to 
public wrongs. We arc satisfied that a penal code such as you de.scribe, might without 
difficulty be prepared ; but even in this matter we are equally convinced of the advan- 
tage of a l(x:al council over a distant legislature, to which many things, very important 
to be considered in adjusting the scale and determining the nature of punishments, cannot 
be familiarly present. 

9. We have now to advert to a very important question, on which we regret to find 
ourselves compelled to dissent from the views which you entertain. Wo mean the sepa- 
ration of a certain tract of country for the introduction of a new code and judiciary 
system. Against this arrangement, many and grave objections occur to us. 

10. The principle on which the suggestion is founded appears to require that, as pro- 
posed by you, an inconsiderable portion only of the territories subordinate to this Presi- 
dency should bo included within the tract to be set apart for special laws and a peculiar 
system of administration. And howsoever therefore the limits might be adjusted, the 
same, or nearly similar results must, we apprehend, follow, as are to be anticipated on the 
supposition that your recommendation for confining it to the Delta of the Ganges, were 
adopted. Now, what would be the position in which we should then place the govern- 
ment of the country 7 The districts in question (supposing that to the west Moorsheda- 
bad, and eastward Dacca Jelalpore, were wholly included) may probably yield about a 
moiety of one of the great staples of the country, indigo. Their population* may be 

estimated 
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* Moorsbedabsd •. #. 

Kuddeg 

Twenty-four PeiigiiniMdif , Suburbs and City 

Jetsoro 

Dioos Jelalpore 


703,000 

1.187.000 
1 , 886 . 000 ( 0 ) 

1.151.000 

6e8»000 

4bM7,m 


(a) The Christian population of Calcutta was rated in the Census of 1888 at 1S;183. 
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estimated at about 5^000^000, and the European residents (exclusive of Calcutta) are 
stated in the latest Report of the Superintendent of Police at 160 only. Unquestionably 
it is an object of no ordinary importance to provide good laws, and an establishment that 
would well administer justice for so numerous a people. But we should greatly lament 
to sec that object pursued in any manner that would indicate, or afford the slightest 
ground for the insinuation, that the remaining vast, populous and wealthy provinces sub- 
ordinate to this Presidency, many of which we have now possessed for about seventy 
years, were wilfully and deliberately to be left subject, for an indefinite period, to a 
scheme of laws and judiciary system which it would be thought unjust to apply to a 
comparatively inconsiderable body of our countrymen. It would be repugnant to our 
feelings, it could scarcely fail to shock the public sentiment, to pronounce such a sentence 
of virtual outlawry on the great majority of our native subjects even fora single day, and 
if the general system prevailing in the interior of the country were of that defective cha- 
racter which the proposed measure would indicate, it is the obvious and bounden duty of 
our Government to proceed forthwith to tlie work of reform, and to avoid carefully every 
measure that might tend to raise artificial obstacles to its progress. 

11. The neighbouring districts of Beerbhoom, Jungle Mehals, Burdwan, Hooghly and 
Midnapore are stated to contain a considerably larger population than the tract you have 
indicated.* If we exclude the city of Culcutta and the sulburbs, they will be found, we 
believe, to possess a larger mass of wealtli, and to present a greater value of property 
for adjudication in the C^ourts.t In all of them there are several European residents. 

They 


• 




j FopulsUon. 

* Beerbhcwm • . 
Jungle Mehals 
Bufdwan 

Hooghly 

Midnapore 



• • •• as; 

» • • • • • • • 

•• •• ea ee 

1,267,000 

1.305.000 

1.188.000 

1.839.000 

1.914.000 





6^913,000 


t Moorshedsbad 

Nuddea 

'fwenty-four Pergunnaha and Suburbs 

Jesaore 

Dacca Jelalpore 


Total 


Beerbhoom 
Jungle Mehala 
Burdwan . . 
Hoc^bly . . 
Midnapore 


Total 


Property 

atStautatlw 

Zlllah 

and Suhordlnsla 
Conns, 
aiDtc.um. 

Ptapirty 

sad suterdinsts 
Courts. 

549.000 

383.000 

572.000 

579.000 

165.000 

234.000 

147.000 

274.000 

117.000 
74,000 

2,248,000 

836,000 

1 

250,000 

1M.QM 

577,000 

314,000 

499,000 

947,000. 

392,000 

348,000 

436,000 

137,000 


1,087,000 
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They present opportunities for the successful application of European skill that are nut 
to be found within the Delta of the Ganges, possessing valuable coal niines^ abounding in 
iron ore, and producing a very large supply of suL»ar, of which little or nothing is pro- 
duced within the districts of the Delta. Probably, indeed, it was not your intention 
.strictly to adhere to the line of demarcation specified, since not to mention the collieries 
of Burdwan, iHe property of British-born subjects, it would exclude the populous 
suburbs on the opposite side of the river, and the very important establishment at Fort 
Gloucester, and several zemindarees and indigo concerns will, we believe, be found lo 
extend to both sides of the (xreat River and of the Bhageruttee. But, as already 
observed, whatever limits w’e taki^, consistently with the principle on which the scheme 
must be made to rest, ccpial difliculties pursue us. They would not indeed be obviated 
by including in the scheme the entire province of Bengal. Tlie obligation of providing 
for the pure and prompt administration of good laws is nut less urgent and indispensable 
in the provinces of Behar and Benares than in the immediate vicinity of Calcutta.* Each 
of those provinces contain a very large poindation, w’ith a greater share of wealth, intel- 
ligence and spirit than is to be found in the Lower Provinces beyond the limits of the city 
and its suburbs. They are not less entitled to the benefit of equal laws well ailniinis- 
leretl, than any other portion of our .subjects, they are probably more capable f)f appre- 
ciating good government. They are certainly much more likely to resent misgovernnient 
than the people of Bengal. There would therefore be something extremely objection- 
able, we conceive, in an act which would tirtually proclaim to the people of tlu)sc pro- 
vinces that measures for the reform of the judicial administration, on which their pro- 
perty and happiness depends, were to he po.stponed until a special scheme should be 
fashioned and matured for a comparatively confined tract and limited population around 
the Presidency of Fort William. 

12. Even, therefore, if we looked to the natives alone, who are likely, in the progress 
of education, to acquire every day a greater community of sentiment with their rulers, 

and 


! 

1 

Ratlmau^ 

PopuUtiun. 

Property 
at Suke in the 
Zillah CourU. 

182 a 

Property 
adjud^d, Ac. 

• ZiLLAHs or Behar *. 1 

Sarun 

Shahabad 

Patna 

Behar, ezclueive of Ramghur 

Terhoot 

1.464.000 
^00,000 
256,000 

l,;t4],000 

1.605.000 

544.000 

571.000 

532.000 

947.000 
1,307,000 

178.000 
74,000 

225.000 

138.000 
354,000 

Total 

5,668,000 

3,901,000 

969,000 

ZiLLABB OF Benares : 

Benares 

Ohaxeepore 1 

Juanpore f 

Ooruckpore 

500,000 

3.170.000 1 

1.300.000 

529.000 i 

468.000 

467.000 

383.000 1 

820.000 1 

449.000 

251.000 

147.000 

203.000 

190.000 

Total 

5,659,000 1 

2,667,000 

1,240,000 
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and many of whom^ you are doubtless aware^ possess properties in various districts^ we 
should bo averse to any plan of arbitrary distinction between the different parts of our 
dominions^ as likely to occasion embarrassment and discontent, our real policy being, we 
conceive, gradually to extend to the whole country, with the modifications required by 
local circumstances, whatever institutions are found most consonant with our position, 
and with the wants and wishes of the people. Still more does such a policy appear to be 
required by a consideration of the actual circumstances in which British residents are now 
placed, and of those whicli must, we apprehend, be anticipated on tlieir being permitted 
more freely to resort to this country.*' 

13. Nor are there fewer objections to the scheme of separation, if we regard it in what 
may be termed its commercial relations. 

14. Much indigo is produced in the more distant parts of Bengal, still more in the 
provinces of Behar and Benares, where European residents are consequently as numerous 
nearly as in tlie districts adjoining Calcutta. The culture of cotton, sugar and tobacco, 
and the growth of the mulberry for the manufacture of silk, chiefly prevails (the three 
first-mentioned articles more especially) in the remoter districts. Saltpetre, and various 

dyes 


• Comparative Statement of Amount adjudged in the Provincial Courts of Calcutta, Moorshedabad, and in 

those of Behar and Benares. 




1826. 1 

1827. 

1828. 

Calcutta Provincial Court 
Moorshedabad Ditto . . 



2,074,000 

544,000 

831.000 

671.000 

485,000 

1,022,000 


Total 

2,618,000 

1 1,502,000 

1,507,000 

Patna Provincial Court 
Benares . . Ditto 



1.034.000 

5.602.000 

.3.247,000 

1,490,000 

778,000 

2,000,000 


Total 

6,636,000 

4,746,000 

2,873,000 


Comparative Statement of Amount at Stake in the Suits ponding in the above-mentioned Courts. 





1826. 

1827. 

16SB. 

i 

Calcutta .. •• 

Moorshedabad 

, , 

, , 

8,104,000 
10,122,000 1 

6,598,000 

10,302,000 

1 

8S 

§§ 

Total •• 

.. 

• • 

18,226,000 

16,900,000 

18.111^000 

Putna 

Benarei 


• • 

7,015,000 

45,082,000 

5,016,000 

43,653,000 

5,389,000 

49;897,)000 

Total •• 

•• 

t • 

52,097,000 

48,669,000 

40,206,600 
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dyes and drugs, are all unknown to thosf5 adjoining the Presidency; and both to the 
oast and west, it is beyond any limits, we imagine, compatible with your scheme, that 
unoccupied land is to be found, in considerable quantity, available for the settlement of 
European adventurers, with the exception of the Sunderbunds. It would therfore, we 
imagine, be deemed altogether unreasonable to adopt a plan founded on the assumption 
that the resort of British settlers should be contined within a few districts surrounding 
the Presidency, or that there only (hey would find a scheme of law and judiciary esta- 
blishments calculated to protect or control them, otherwise than in the spirit ofamilitary 
despotism. Such a restriction upon their entorprize would never surely be tolerated. 
Such ail avowal of incompetency, however misplaced, must be fatal to the Government 
that made it. We cannot, however, deem any restrietitm necessary ; aiul witli every 
readiness to admit the imperfeclion of our institutions (where are laws and courts not 
imperfect?), we see no reason to conclude that they may not, without any arbitrary sepa- 
ration of the dirterent parts of the empire, be so improved by a plan of steady and 
gradual reform, as to ailord in every part of the country (excepting, of course, certain 
poor and wild tracts which arc inhabited by uncivilized races j, a security for person and pro- 
perty nut less perfect than is enjoyed in any of the foreign domininns of the British rrown. 

Ij. We do not of course, in regard to arraiigomcuits, the success of wliich must 
mainly depend on the fitness of the iiistruinents employed, by any means object to (he 
principle of giving eft'ec-t (hem only as duly qualified agents can be found. But in 
advocating a gradual reform, we would be understood to refer ratlier to the nature of 
tlie changes to bo made than to the local Imits to vshicli they apply. A sudden and 
great change of rights, interests or institutions, would be mischievous, though restricted 
to a single Pergunnah. I’lio progress of improvement will beneficially proceed, with well 
measured steps, throughout the whole of British India. It is therefore against the adop- 
tion of a rule by which we shall arbitrarily prevent our.sclves from adopting our course of 
proceedings to actual circiinistaiices, wo w'ould he undcrstoiMl to argue ; and vve confess 
we do not anticipate, from the free permission to Kurupeaiis to settle in the interior, with 
tlie liberty of purchasing lands, any sucli consequences as slioiild deter iis from adopting 
one general scheme of administration for die wliole of the provinces. We do not think it 
likely that the number of persons embarkiugr iu the speculation will he numerous. We 
sliould not anticipate from their presence any occasions of dispute which a tolerably good 
judiciary establishment would not be fully conqieteut to settle ; nay, we should look 
rather for increased facilities for getting at the facts, the ascertaiiinient of wliich now 
constitutes our main difficulty, since none of them would liavc that timid jiMlousy, and 
the worst of them arc not likely to have, in equal degree, the spirit of chicane, which 
unfortunately distinguish all classes of our native subjects, and which frequently leads to 
the concealment of the truth, even when its discovery would he beneficial to the party. 
The conditions on which land is held arc indeed various; but there is not g-enerally any 
seriously embarrassing entanglement of properties when the real circumstances are deve- 
loped. All undefined classes which resembled the incidents of xhi} fmdnl tenures have 
long since been done away; and in so far as concerns the security of private rights and 
their ready adjustment, what is wanted is not, in oiir judgment, a change of tenure, 
but the simple discovery and record of what already exists. 
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We hold it to be impracticable to compel British subjects to congregato within a very 
limited space, consistently with the objects for which we desire to see them admitted 
to the free possession of landed property ; for laud is not generally to be obtained, 
excepting at a very high price. In prosecuting their sclienics of improvement, they must 
seek a variety of soils and cliinate. 'Phey caimut, wo apprehend, expect to be able to 
compote successfully with the natives in the production of the ordinary articles of agri- 
culture ; and for success in any pursuit, they must diligently avail themselves of every 
attainable advantage in the way of low wages and unimproved capabilities, which must 
gradually disappear with the spread of knowledge ; in a w«u*d, looking to all the circum- 
stances of the country, it seems to us, that Europeans iiiiist cease to find any large profit 
in agricultural adventure, when they cease to be the instructors of the people ; and seeing 
how rapidly the latter appear to be capable of accpiiring European knowledge, the 
former must, from that circumstance alone, be few in number. It is very unlikely they 
should wish to retain landed property in India, if it did not yield them a profit much 
e.\ceeding the mere interest which they could derive at homo from the money value 
of it. 

17. With the above sentiments on the plan of separating a certain tract of country for 
the introduction of a new code and a modified judiciary system, it is satisfactory to us to 
find^ that amongst those valuable and important suggestions contained in the Papers 
2 and 3, relative to the formation of a code and the establishment of Courts, which 
command our concurrence, there are none that might not, in our judgment, be applied 
with equal facility to the country generally as to a single province ; and that the objec- 
tions which occur to us against the other measures you have proposed, have no reference 
to the extent of the sphere within which they may be called into operation. 

18. We cordially unite with you in opinion, that all the Indian territories which con- 
stitute the three Presidencies, should be considcre<l and declared to be dominions of the 
Crown of the United Kingdom, for which Parliament has an iinquestionablo right of 
legislation. We likewise entirely assent to your suggestion, that as soon as possible, 
one code of law should be established for all persons and all places within tlie same, 
reserving of course the special law's and usages w'hich depend upon the religious creed of 
the different classes of our subjects, and that there should be one system of Courts, of 
which the highest should be filled by Judgt^s appointed by his Majesty. Wo cannot 
regard the commercial concerns of the C ompany as opposing any serious obstacle to the 
adoption of any scheme that may otherwise be thought expedient. We consider it in 
the highest degree desirable, that every thing which can tend to separate in reality, or in 
the estimation of the community, the Government of the King from that of the Company, 
in so far as concerns the political administration of this country, should be discontinued ; 
and if any part of the system according to which the Company’s commercial affairs are 
now managed, ha s this tendency, we doubt not that it will be corrected. On that score, 
therefore, we do not anticipate any difficulty in adopting whatever system of judiciary 
establishments may appear to be best suited to the circumstances of the country, and the 
scheme of which you have given a general outline in the paper. No. 3, agreeing nearly 
with what we should ourselves wish to see established, it does not appear to be necessary 
that we should trouble you with any remarks, excepting on a few points. 


19. First 
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19. Firsts as to the actual state of things, the annexed Memorandum^ will give you a 
general conception of the business of the several descriptions of Courts, civil and 
criminal, now established for the administration of justice in the interior of the 
country. 

20. You will thence observe that the Native Judges already dispose of about 15-irihs 
of the regular civil suits (original and appeal) tried and determined throughout th(‘ 
country, and that it is chiefly in the Superior Courts that the suits in arrear arc of long 
standing. Of the original suits pending before the Judges and Registers, a large prf)por- 
tion will be found to relate to things of a value under 1,000 rupees ; and although, there- 
fore, the jurisdiction of the Native Judges were still restricted to that sum, the Zillah 

• Judges 

* Statement of Criminal Business in the scTerul Courts belonging to the Rrcsidency of Fort William, for 

the Years 1827 and 1828. 


Magistrate's Courts : 
Persons apprehended, &c. 
Ditto punihhed 
Ditto acquitted . • 
Ditto committed 


Courts of Circuit : 

Persons convicted . . 

Ditto acquitted . • 

Nizamut Adawlut : 
Persons ac|iuittcd • • 

Ditto convicted • • 

Sentences of death 
Ditto of transportation 
Ditto of imprisonment 


Western Ptovinccs. 

Lower Pro\ incps. 

1827. 

1828. 

1827. 

1828. 

39, m 

3&jiyn 


70,189 

15.6a5 

12,130 

2k748 

25,660 

20.831 

17,217 

42,lf)3 

12,591 

2,719 

2,693 

2,570 

1.986 

1826. 

1827. 

I82ri. 

1827. 

1,197 

1,320 

973 

1,576 

694, 

913 

871 

1,185 

93 

165 

129 

95 

4A3 

279 

425 

283 

39 

1 31 , 


, 23 

34 

4 1 

1 9 

.39 

380 j 

; 244 1 

394 

321 


Statement of Regular 


Civil Suits in the several Courts belonging to the Presidency of Fort William, for the 
Years 1827—28. 



Instituted. 

1 

Disposed of. 

Pendin/^. 

— 

1827. 

182 a 

1827. 

1 iB2a 

1 

182a 

I 1829. 

Sudder Dewanny 
Provincial Courts 

Ztllali Judges •• 
Registers 1 

Sudder Aumeens j 

Moonsiffi •• •• 

139 

1,359 

63,350 

Included in 
115,797 i 

171 

1,429 

60,400 

the above | 
113,849 

118 

1,415 

9,681 

6,022 

45,986 

113,120 

148 

1,236 

8,989 

4,427 

44^784 

114,360 

469 

3,854 

27,856 

10,392 

35,036 

60,885 

492 

4.006 

27,233 

10,802 

36,294 

61,317 

Total • • • • j 

180,645 

175^849 

176.342 

173,044 

138,492 

140,144 
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Judges mi^ht be greatly relieved by a different distribution of the business ; insomuch 
that if they were at the same time freed from their magisterial duties, we have little 
doubt that, with occasional aid in particular districts, they would be able promptly to 
decide all the cases requiring their decision ; and thus to obviate any reasonable ground 
of complaint on the se(jre of delay, excepting what may arise from defects of process, 
susceptible, we conceive, of easy amendment. 

21. We arc disposed to doubt whether natives could advantageously he associated 
with the European officers, as Judges in the Zillah Courts. Men of admirable acuteness 
and talent we certainly could command ; and in a few years, probably, the prospect of 
honour and liberal emolument would produce an abundant supply of any species of 
knowledge, for the acquirement of wliich means may be afforded. But mural character 
depends not loss on the general sentiment of the community than on the workings of the 
individual mind ; and its improvonient, however ultimately sure to follow', will not neces- 
sarily keep pace with the progress uf knowledge. Independently, therefore, of conside- 
rations resting on the peculiarity of our position in this country, it seems to us that, fur a 
considerahlo time to come at least, the natives must be kept distinctly in subordination to 
the European Zillah Judges, though they, as well as other native persons, may probably 
be rendered very useful in the capacity of assessors or jurors ; and wo are nut prepared 
to say, that they ouglit not eventually to be vested generally with the primary jurisdic- 
tion of all ci\il suits. We are likewise doubtful how far it would be expedient to have 
any tribunal interposed between the Zillah Courts and the Court of Final Jurisdiction in 
this country. The expense of such an establishment would be great ; its utility is ques- 
tionable ; for the Provincial Judges must apparently be so numerous as to make it 
doubtful whether we couhl generally obtain for the office the services of men better 
(jualifie<l than tiie Zillah Judges may reasonably bo expected to be; and if they were 
not superior, then there would be no sufficient reason why they should have higher 
]M.)W'ers than (he Zillah Judges; nay, to give them any power uf ultimate decision that 
would exclinle the liigher Court, would be mischievous, and their interposition must, in 
aiiv event, (jperatc to lower the Zillah (’ourts, and to debar them from many of tlie 
inlv.mtages they would ilerive from being brought into immediate contact with the highest 
local Court. Oil general grounds, indeed, it seems to us to be desirable to restrict, 
within narrow limits, the appeals of right from one British Judge to another, litigation 
anil file frivolous prosecution of their suits being prevalent vices, and the proper function 
of all British authorities being direction and control, to be exercised with the least 
po^sil)le a])pearaiice of disunion among those who, in their cliilerent ranks, administer the 
affairs uf India as the representatives of tlie British Government. It seems to us, conse- 
(pieiitly, tliat the PreMdeiicy Courts of Appeal should be placed immediately above the 
Zillah Courts. How many Presidency Courts should be instituted is a separate question, 
the deteniiination of which must, in a great measure, depend on the decision that may be 
passi'd in regard to tile di.stributioii of the political and executive authority of the Govern- 
ment. But whether there be three or four, or any other number of Presidencies and 
Presidency Courts, it will, we conceive, be desirable that the Court at Calcutta, or some 
chamber thereof, should have ordinary jurisdiction in certain cases, of the nature of 

those 
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those specified in the second paragraph of your Paper ; and it should further exercise, in 
the capacity of a Supremo Appellate Tribunal, such speciiil powers of correction and 
control as may be necessary to maintain consistency of decision throughout tlie whole of 
British India. 

22. In the criminal department it will not, we imagine, bo diiliciilt to contrive a system 
of jury-trial for all cases which it may appear ilesirable to have so tried ; and if our 
Zillah Judges were wholly freed from their magisterial functions, wo do nut think that 
there would remain any reasonable ground of objection against their having primary 
cognizance of all cases, whether British-born subjects or natives were concerned, subject 
to the directions of the Presidency Court, to which, of course, certain cases might lie 
required to be referred before execution. 

23. Arrangements might, we imagine, without difficulty bo made to s(»cure all the 
advantages of Circuits, without the inconvenient delay incident to ‘the plan of Sessions, 
held at distant periods. But in the present stage of the business it is not perhaj)s neces- 
sary to go further into detail. Whatever plan ho adopted, it seems to he clear that it 
can be successfully carried into effect only by means of a Legislative Council in this 
rountry, empowered to enact laws h)r all persons and all places within Hritlsli India ; 
since, ill the application of the best devised system, there must arise a iniiltilud(» of laws 
that 110 human foresight can anticipate ; and were the British Parliament to under- 
ake the task of constructing a system by enactments emanating directly from itsedf, no 
Dne can reasonably doubt that the result must be the accumulation of (loubts and diffi- 
!ulties that would most mischievously interfere with the good government of the country. 

21. In the above remarks we have used, with entire frankness, the freedom of discus- 
iion you have invited, satisfied that such a course of proceeding is due to the great 
lational interests involved in the questions at issue, and that we thus best evince the 
ligh importance w'e attacli to the suggestions with which you have so obligingly 
avoured us. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. Bkntinck. 

W B. Bayley. 

C. T. Metcalfe. 

Fort William, IHh October 1831. 


'rruc copy: 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Govemmont. 
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LETTER from the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Governor-General in Council, 
in reply to Letter of the 28th September ; stating their sentiments on the Additions 
and Altenitioiis proposed in the Bill. 

Garden Reach, 7th October 1830. 

Right Hon. Lord and IIon. Sirs : 

We have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 28th ultimo. 

One of the proposed alterations appears to us to be unnecessary, and in some degree 
objectionable. It is that which upon any emergency would give to the Governor- 
General the power of passing any law resolved upon at any meeting of three Members of 
the Council, without allowing the interval of fourteen days to elapse. We understand 
that this was suggested by a provision in the statute 9 Geo. IV. c. 83, s. 25, respecting 
the Legislative Council of New South Wales ; but it. will be found upon examination 
that the power there given is only that of dispensing with an eight days* notice before the* 
law is resolved upon in Council, and such a dispensing power Is unnecessary in the case 
now before us, because it is not proposed that any such previous notice should be given. 
To authorize the Governor- General to dispense with the subsequent interval of fourteen 
days, would produce great confusion; for he might then pass a law, without knowing 
that it would be thought objectionable, which might afterwards be declared, not only by 
the Judges, but by a majority of the whole Council, to be disapproved of by them, or 
even to be tliought absolutely unlawful. 

The other altcrdtioiis proposed by you have been introduced by us into tlie amended 
Minutes of a Bill which accompany this letter. To make them consist with other parts, 
it has been necessary to alter the arrangement of several of the clauses, but we believe 
the whole will be found now to correspond with your views, and to establish the fol- 
lowing course for the passing of a law at tliis Presidency : viz. That it shall be proposed 
in a meeting of at least three Members of the Legislative Council ; if resolved upon, that 
it shall then be sent to the Governor- General, who may either quash it or send it rouml 
to all the Members of the Council then resident in any part of the Presidency : all those 
Members must express in writing their assent or dissent : if a majority of the whole 
express dissent, the regulation falls to the ground ; if the majority assents, it is esta- 
blished as law, unless the Judges declare it to be unlawful, in which case it is suspended, 
unless the Governor-General takes upon himself to give it a temporary effect until the 
pleasure of the King in Council can be declared. 

There are some inconveniences which may arise out of the alteration which you have 
required to be introduced, by which an unlimited discretion is left to the Governor- 
General as to the place of assembling the Council. The Judges of the Supreme Court, 
whilst the Court is fixed at Calcutta, could scarcely attend the Council elsewhere, and 
yet their presence, according to the present form of these Minutes, is rendered necessary. 

If this circumstance or any oilier should appear to call for a modification of the 
Minutes as they are now framed, it has occurred to us, and we submit it for your consi- 
deration, 
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deration, that if the Supreme Court should be made principally a Court of Appeal, it 
might be a convenient arrangement that two persons appointed by the Crown, together 
with one Member of the existing Council and the Governor-General, should form a 
Legislative Council, and two other persons, appointed by the Crown, togetlier with the 
other Member of Council and the Governor- General, should form the Court of Appeal or 
Council of Judicature ; the presence of the (lovernor- General not being made neces.sary, 
but the right only of presiding in each Council being reserved to him when it should be 
thought expedient to exercise it. 

Wc are, &c. 

(Signed) Chas, Edwd. Grey. 

Edward Ryan. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) Holt Macki nzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 
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No. :i0. 

liETTER to the Hon. Sir Charles Edward Grey, Knight, Chief Justice, and the Hon. 

Sir Edward Ryan, Knight, Puisne Justice of the Supreme C’ourt of Judicature at Fort 
William in Bengal; explaining more clearly the views of his Lord.diip in Council, in 
suggesting an alteration commented upon in the* Letter of the 7th October 1830. 

Hon. Sirs: 11th October 1830. 

We do ourselves the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 7th Governor-General 
instant, with the amended Bill which accompanied it. 

2. With respect to the alteration which w'e suggested, and which appears to you unne- 
cessary, and in some degree objectionable, w^e regret that w^e sliouUl not have expressed 
ourselves w'ith sufficient clearness and precision. Our object was that the Governor- 
General should be empowered to dispense with publication, in cases of oinergcncy, after 
the proposed law had been sent round to all the resident Members of the Legislative 
Council. Tliis explanation will, we trust, do away with the objection which you 
attached to the suggested alteration; but with the view of removing all ambiguity, we 
have put it into another shape. A copy of the rule as now altered is annexefi, and we 
woidd suggest that the substance of it be introduced at the end of the 9th section, or at 
such other part of tlie proposed Act as you may consider more suitable. 

3. You will observe, that in addition to the power of dispensing with publication, we 
now propose that a power should be lodged with the Governor- General, in extraordinary 
cases, of obviating the delay which would arise from sending round a law to all the 
resident Members of the Council. We conceive this power to be necessary to meet 
cases of emergency ; and as each Member of the Council would receive due notice, and 
have the option of attending the meeting, we are not aware that the proposition to confer 
it, limited as it will be to cases of great emergency and to laws of a short duration, can be 
considered in any degree objectionable. 


4. We 
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4. We venture to suggest to you an alteration of the period specified in the 6th 
section^ from twelve to eighteen calendar months^ this last-mentioned period appearing to 
us no more than sufficient for the notification of the pleasure of his Majesty in Council 
respecting any law or regulation passed in this country, adverting to the ordinary length 
of time occupied in the voyage to and from England, and to the interval which must be 
allowed for the deliberation of tho homo authorities. 

5. On the subject of the inconveniences which you anticipate as being likely to arise 
from lea\ing to the (iovernor-Genenil an unlimited discretion as to the place of assembling 
the Council, we have only to remark, that we never intended that this discretion should 
be exercised except in cases of urgent and manifest necessity. Epidemic diseases may 
arise which would render it unsafe to reside at tho Presidency or in its vicinity ; the con- 
tingencies of Avar may render the removal of the seat of Government expwlient and 
necessary ; and various exigencies, now unforoseen and not easily enunu?rated, may occur 
to make tlie exercise of such a power indispensrible ; and it ought, of course, to be 
competent to tlie Legislative Council to meet such contingencies by an alteration in the 
seal of the Supreme Court. 

6. Under the extreme improbability of such an emergency arising as that adverted to 
ill the preeediiig paragraph, we conceive that it would he obviously premature to discuss 
at length (he questions involved in tho proposition contained in the conclndiiig paragraph 
of your letter, which we are of opinion will with more propriety he left for tho coiisiilcra- 
tion of the Legislative Council, after sufficient experience has been had of the operation 
of the proposed system. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. Bentinck. 

W. B. Baylky. 

C. T. Metcalfe. 


Proposed Amended Rule adverted to in Pragraph 2, of the Letter under date 

the llih instant. 

Provided, however, that m any case in which, in the judgment of the Governor- 
General, the safety and tranquillity of the British possessions in India, or the public 
interest, essentially require that any law should be finally passed by tile Legislative 
Council, holding a meeting as aforesaid, without the delay that would attend the reference 
of tho draft to ail the resident Members of that Council, or without publication^ it shall 
be lawful for tho Go venior- General to approve and confirm tho law immediately after 
its being resolved on and passed as aforesaid. But in all such cases, tho Governor- 
General shall, ill summoning the Council, cause notice to be given to each and every 
one of tho Members resident at the Presidency or place at which the Council is held, that 
it is his opinion that the law should be passed on emergency. Such law, however so 
passed on emergency, shall have effect for the period of twelve months only, or until the 
pleasure of his Majesty in Council respecting tho same, before the expiration of the said 
twelve months, shall be declared. And in every such case tho Governor- General shall 
state in writing the grounds and reasons of such emergency, and shall enter the same upon 
the proceedings of the Legislative Council, by which the law or regulation shall have 

been 
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been prepared, and the same Council shall forthwitli transmit copies of the law or 
regulation and all the proceedings connected tlierewith, to tlie Board of Commissioners 
and C ourt of Directors, in manner hereinbefore provided, in order that the pleasure of 
his Majesty in Council may bo declared thereon.’* 

True copies : 

(Signed) Holt Mackknzik, 

Secretary to the Governniont. 


Xo. 31. 


litTTER from the Judges of the Supremo Court to the Governor- General in Council ; 

returning Amended Minutes of a liill fur establishing LegisUtne Councils in the 

East-Indies, 

Garden Reach, 13th October 1S30. 

Right Hon. Lord and Hon. Sirs: 

We have had the honour of receiving your letter, dated the 11th instant, with the 
amended Minutes of a Rill, and the draft of a further amendment proposed to be made 
therein. 

We have gone through the amended Minutes, and have introduced such altera- 
tions as have made them now entirely correspond with your views; and we enclose 
a fresh copy of the Minutes, with all these further alterations inserted in red ink.* 
There are a few which arc mere corrections of inaccuracies or omissions in the former 
copies. 

The only point in which the Minutes now differ from your last suggestion, is the 
fipportunity which is reserved (even upon urgent occasions) to all the Members of the 
Legislative Council, who arc resident upon the spot, of seeing and approving or disap- 
proving of any proposed law ; but, in such cases, the power is secured to the Governor- 
General of establishing the law, at all events, on the next day but one after it has been 
agreed upon in any meeting of the Legislative Council. So short a delay in the making of 
a law cannot in any case be productive of inconveiiieiicc ; and if you should think it 
desirable, \vc should have no objection to its being directed that the written disapproba- 
tion by any Member of any Legislative C^ouncil of any proposed law or regulation shall 
be kept secret, both before and after any such law or regulation shall be established, 
except that it shall be communicated to the proper aullioritios in the United Kingdom, 
and to all the Members of the Legislative Council, and shall bo entered upon the pro- 
ceedings thereof. 

W^o have the honour to remain, Right Honourable Lord and Honourable Sirs, 

Your obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) Chas. Edwd. Grey. 
Edwd. Ryan. 


True copy : 


(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 
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HEADS of a Bill, to be iiilituled An Act for establishing Legislative Councils in the 

East-Indies.” 

1. Whereas the Civil and Military Government of the Presidencies of Fort William, 
Fort St. George and Bombay, in the East-Iiulies, subject to such superintendence, 
direction, control and restrictions ns for that purpose have been provided and established, 
is entrusted to the Governor- General in Council for the time being, and the Governors in 
Council of the said Presidencies ; and also the ordering, management and government of all 
the territorial acquisitions and revenues therein: And whereas such Governor- General in 
Council, and Governors in Council, have been authorized and empowered, by several Acts of 
Parliament, to make rules, ordinances, regulations and laws, as well for the imposition of 
duties and taxes as for divers other purposes ; and it hath been enacted, that all regulations 
affecting the rights, persons or property of the natives, or of any other individuals who 
may be answerable to tlie Provincial Courts of Justice, shall be registered in the judicial 
depailinent, and formed into a regular code ; and it hath also provided that the rules, 
ordinances and regidations matle for the seltlenients tf Fort Willi.uii, Fort St. George 
and Bombay, and the factories and places subordinate thereto, shall be registered in the 
Supreme Courts of Judicature at the said settlements, with the consent and approbation 
of the said C^ourts ; and further provisions have been made for the better enabling of his 
Majesty in (’oiincil, in some cases, to disallow or repeal, and in others to amend such 
rules, ordinances or laws; And whereas it is ncc(*8sary that a power should at all times be 
vested in some persons, resident vvitliiii the British territories in the East-Indies, of making 
regulations and laws for all the territories and people there under British Govermiient : And 
whereas the several Acts of Parliament which have heretofore been passed for that purpose 
have been found to be in some respects imperft»ct and inconvenient, and it is expedient 
that more full, certain and effectual provisions should he established instead of them ; be 
it therefore enacted, that so much of an Act, inlitled, &c. 

13 Geo. III. c. G3, ss. 36, 37- 

21 Geo. III. c. 76, s. 23. 

37 Geo. III. c. 142, s. 8. 

36 & 40 Geo. HI. c. 79, ss. 11, 18, 19, 20. 

47 Geo. III. sess. 2, c. 08, ss. 1, 2, 3. 

53 Geo. III. c. 155, ss. 98, 99, 100. 

and so much of every other Act heretofore passed as in any way relates to the making ol 
any laws or regulations by the Governor- General in C’ouncil, or the Governors in 
Council of any of the said Presidencies, be, and the same are hereby repealed : Provided 
always, and be it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall be construed so as to 
repeal any regulations heretofore made by any Governor- General in Council, orGovernor 
ill Council ; but all such regulations, until they be expressly repealed or altered by some 
competent authority, shall have the same force and effect as they would have had if this 
Act had not been passed. 

2. And be it further enacted, that there shall be one Legislative Council within each 
of the said Presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George and Bombay. 

3. Each of the said Legislative Councils shall consist respectively of the Governor- 

General 
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General or Governor of the Presidency for the lime being, and of all others the Members councils. 

of the Council of the Presidency and of the tfudges of the Supreme Court of Judicature 

of the Presidency, and of such other persons not exceeding in number, Amended Minuter 

as from time to time shall be appointed by his Majesty, his Heirs or Successors, or by of Bill. 

the Directors of the East-India Company, subject to the approbation of his Majesty, his 

Heirs or Successors, siich aj/pTohation to he sijrnijied in writing under the Royal Sign See 3:1 (ieo Ilf. 

Manual^ and to be counlerxigned hy the President of the Board of Commissioners for 

the Affairs of India, 

4. Each of the said Legislative Councils, or so many of the Members ibercof as shall 
be able to attend, shall meet and assemble from time to time at some place to be 
appointed by the Governor- General, Governor or Vice- PresidtMit, within the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras and Bombay respectively, or at some place within twenty miles of the 
said towns ; or in case of any urgent necessity y at some other place, to be appointed by 
the Oovernor-General and Council j or Picc-P resident, at such times and in such 
manner as such Governor- General, Governor or Vice-President, shall also direct; and 
it shall not be lawful for any of the said Legislative Councils to assemble in the capa(‘ity 
of a Legislative Council, otherwise than as herein provided. 

5. Each of the said Legislative CJouncils shall be capable of delibcraling, resolving and 
acting in its capacity of a L^^gislative Council, whenever three Members tliereof shall be 
lawfully assembled, provided that one of the three be eilher the Governor-General, 

Governor, Vice-President or some other Member of the Council of the Presidency, and 
another be one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, but not otherwise, unless there 
.should be no Judge then resident within the Presidency, or the provinces annexed 
thereto, or unless, upon any uigcnt occasion, there should be a refusal to attend, oi*San 
impossibility of altciidancc, or any wilful neglect to attend on the part of all the Judge.s 
then resident as aforesaid ; in any of which cases, and after a Miinife of the circiimsfances 
shall have been entered upon the proceedings of any such Legislative Council, and .signed 
by the Governor- General, Governor or Vice-President for tlie time being’, it shall be lawful 
for any three Members of any such Council, who may be assenibled upon any sueli occa- 
sion, to deliberate, resolve and act in all respects as a TiCgislative Council, in the same 
manner ns if one of the Judges had been present : And be it further enacted, that all the 
proceedings at any meeting of any such Legislative Council shall be coiidiicled, as nearly 
as possible, in the same manner and form as the proceedings before the (joveinor-General 
in Council arc by statute directed to be conducted, and that no Governor- General or 
Governor shall have any power, at any such meeting, of passing any law or regulation of 
his own sole authority; Provided always, that in e\ery case in which any thing is by thi.s 
Act made to depend upon a majority of any of the Legislative Councils, or of any of the 
Members thereof, every Governor- General, Governor or Vice-President, shall have a 
casting vote. 

6. Every proposed law* or regulation, after it shall have been resolved upon at any 
lawful meeting of any of the Legislative Councils, shall be sent, in the first place, to the 
Governor- General, Governor or Vice-President for the time being of the Presidency ; 
and it shall be lawful, upon such occasion, for any Governor- General, Governor or Vice- 
President, to express his dissent in writing, and to forbid the passing of that law or regu- 

8 B lation, 
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lation, and at once to quash and annul the same, or to direct that it shall be sent round 
to the other Members of the Loj^ishitive Council so resident as aforesaid ; and every such 
( I overiior- General, Governor or Vice-President, is hereby required, upon every such 
occasion, within two days from the receipt of every such proposed law or regulation, 
either to forbid and annul the same, or to direct it to bo sent round to the Members of 
the Legislative (^ouncil, and thereupon copies of the same shall be sent to all the 
Members of the Legislative Council in ivhieh the law or regulation shall have been pro*- 
poswl, uho at the time shall be resident within twenty miles of the place where the Council 
shall have met and resolved upon the law ; and every such resident Member, whether he 
shall or shall not have attended the meetings of the Council at which such law or regu- 
lation shall have been deliberated or resolved upon, shall signify in writing, without 
delay, his assent or dlsappruhation thereof ; and if upon such occasion it shall appear, 
upon the whole, lhat the majority of the Members so resident as last aforesaid, within the 
distance of twenty miles, arc adverse to the passing of such proposed law or regulation, 
it shall be abandoned and fall to the ground ; and if any two of the Judges of either of the 
Supreme Courts, or in case there he only tw’o or only one of the Judges so resident 
within twenty miles as aforesaid at the time, then if the only Judge, or the Chief 
Justice, or in his absence the senior Judge of the Supreme Court of the Presidency at 
which the law or regulation shall have been passed, shall state in writing his or their 
disapprobation thereof, by reason of his or their opinion and belief that such law or 
regulation is not within the powers vested by this or any subsequent Act in the Legisla- 
tive Council in which the law or regulation shall have been proposed, and shall also state 
his or their grounds or reasons for such opinion and belief, then, unless the Governor- 
Gooeral of Fort William shall expressly direct, in manner and form hereinafter men- 
tioned, that it shall have etlect, (?very such law or regulation respecting which such 
disapprobation, opinion and belief shall have been so stated as aforesaid, notwithstanding 
it shall have been approved by a majority of all the Members of the -Legislative Council 
so resident as aforesaid, shall bo suspended, and shall have no force nor eftect until 
such time as it shall have been referred to tlic President of the Board of Commissioners 
for the Aftairs of India for the time being, and to the Directors of the East-India Com- 
pany, and until the orders of such President respecting the same shall have been 
received in India ; and the said President for the time being is hereby aulliorizcd and 
required, in all such cases, to submit any such law or regulation to his Majesty in 
(.^ouncil; and after having so submitted the same, and after his Majesty's pleasure 
llioreupon shall have been declared, to issue his orders to the Governor- General of Fort 
William for the revocation or suppression, or the publication and enforcement of tlie 
law or regulation ; and if any such law or regulation shall bo so directed to be published 
and enforced, it shall, after such publication, have the same force, authority and effect, 
and no other, as if no such suspension as hath hereinbefore been mentioned had taken 
place : Provided always, and be it further enacted, that whenever any of the Judges 


shall have so stated his or their disapprobation, opinion and belief as aforesaid, never- 
theless if a majority of all the Members of the Legislative Council, so resident within 
twenty miles as aforesaid, shall have expressed their assent to such law or regulation, and 


if the Governor-General of Fort William in Bengal, notwithstanding any such disap- 
probation 



SELECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1263 

probation of the Judj^es, sliall be willing’ to take upon himself tho responsibility of 
deciding that such disapprobation liath no sufficient foundation, or that the iirgcMit 
necessity of the case, and the public safety, require that effect should bo given to tlic 
proposed law or regulation, respecting which such disapprobation shall have been ex- 
pressed, it ohall be lawful for the Govern or- (jencral of Fort William in Bengal, to direct 
tliat it shall have effect accordingly for eighteen calendar months, or until the pleasure 
of his Majesty in Council resix'cting tho same, before the expiration of the said eighteen 
months, shall be declared ; and in every such case the Co\ernor-(jIeiicral shall state in 
writing the grounds and reasons of making such decision, and shall cause the same to be 
entered upon the proceedings of the Legislative Council by which the law or regulation 
shall have been prepared, and the same Gouiicil sball forthwith traiisnut copies of the 
law or regulation, and all the proceedings connected therewith, t«) the Board of C'oinmis- 
sioners and Court of Directors in inanncr hereinbefore provitled, in order that the 
pleasure of his Majesty in ('ouiicil may be declared thereon; and in die mean tinle, for 
the space of eighteen calendar months, or until the disapprobation of his Majesty in 
Council of such law or regulation before the expiration of the said eighteen calendar 
months, shall bo declared, flie hnv or regulation so directed by the Governor- General as 
aforesaid to have effect, sliall be to all intents and purposes as \alid and effectual inlaw 
as if it had been passed by the Legislative Council without any disapprobation on the 
j>art of any Judge or Judges having been cxprcsse<l. 

7. The lawful powers of each of the said Legislative Councils to be exercised in 

manner and form as herein is expressed, shall extend to the making of laws and regida- 
tions for repealing, amending or altering of any regulation heretofore made by any Go- 
vernor-General in Council, or Governors in Council, or hereafter to ho. made by any of 
tho said Legislative Councils, and to the making of laws and regulations fer all other 
purposes whatsoever, and for all manner of persons, whether British or native, foreigners 
or others, and for all places and things whatsoever, within and througliout the whole and 
every part of the British territories iii tho Itlast- Indies, in the possession and under 
tile Government of the Kast-india Company, except as hereinafter is excepted » 
and subject to tho coiulitions and restrictions hereinafter expressed, and at all 
times and ill every respect subject to the full, absolute, and supreme legislative power 
and control of the Imperial Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland: Provided always, and be it furtlier enacted, that tho Legislatixe Council of the 
Presidency of Fort William shall ha\e full power and authority to make .ill such regula- 
tions and laws for the other Presidencies of Fort Sl» Gcoige and Bombay, but that no 
regulation or law made by either of the Legi.slalivo Coniieils for the said Presidencies of 
Madras or Bombay, shall at any time have any force, authority or effect, notwithstanding 
any confirmation of such regulation or law by the Legislative Council of (he Presidency 
of Fort William, except within the limits of the territories constituting the Presidency 
by the Council of which it shall have been primarily made. \ 

8. It shall not be lawful for any of the said Legislative Councils to make any lav\)i‘ 
regulation which shall in any way repeal, vary, suspend, or affect any Act of the Impe- 
rial Parliament, nor any Letters Patent of the Crown, nor in any way affect any pre- 
rogative of the Crown or authority of Parliament, nor the constitution or rights of the 
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* East-India Coiripany, nor any part of the unwritten law or constitution of the realm of 

the United Klnf^doni of Great Britain and Ireland, whereon may depend in any degree 

Aijit nded Minufes the allegiance of any persons to the Crown of the United Kingdom, or the sovereignty 
ot Bill. ffj. dominion of the said Crown over any part of the British territories in the East- 
fndies. 

*J. Except in any such case as hereinafter is specially excepted and provided for, as 
soon as any law or regulation shall have been resolved upon at any lawful meeting of 
any of the said Legislative Councils, and shall have been directed by any (jovernor- 
General, Governor or Vice-President, to be sent round to the other Members of the 
I-iCgislalive Council, it shall forthwith be published in the Government Gazette, or some 
other newspaper of the place ; and after an interval of not less than fourteen days after 
such publication, aiwl after a sutficient time shall have elapsed to receive the assent or 
disapprobation of all the Members of the T^egislative Council so resident within twenty 
miles ^s aforesaid, tlie law or regulation shall be laid again before the Governor-General, 


Governor or Vice-President, to receive liis final or further assent, and if any person or 
persons interested in or affected by any such law or regulation, shall petifion any 
Governor-General, Governor or Vice-President of the Presidency, to take into con- 
sideration Ills or their objections against it, at any time before the final or further assent in 
writing of any such Governor- General, Governor or Vice-President, shall have been 
given, the Governor-General, or Governor or Vice-President, shall direct at what time 
and place any such person or persons shall state bis or their objections, and whether by 
written petition only, or by counsel, or in person. 

10. After fourteen days, and at some time not later than two calendar months, from 
the publication as aforesaid, of any sucli law or regulation, the Governor-General, 
(jloveriior or Vice-President, shall express his confirmation or disapprobation thereof, and 
thereupon every such law or regulation which shall have so received the final disapproba- 
tion of any Govcrnor-tjieneral, Governor or Vice-President, shall be abandoned and fall 
to the ground ; and every law or regulation nindo by the Legislative (^ouncil of Fort 
William, which shall upi)ii such occasion receive the confirmation of the Governor-General 
or Vice-President of Fort William, shall be fully established as a law ; and every pro- 
posed law or regulation which shall have been made hy the Legislative Council of 
Madras or Bombay as aforesaid, and shall have received the confirmation of the 
Governor or Vice-President (jf either of those PresidiMicies, shall without delay be for- 
warded to the Governor-General of Fort William in Bengal, who thereupon, within one 
calendar month after receiving tlia same, sliall either communicate in writing his disap- 
probation thereof to the (lovernor in Council or Vice-President in Council of the 
Presidency at which the law or regulation shall have been wf/dc, inuhirh case it shall he 
abandoned and fall to the ground, or the (jlovcrnor-Cieneral of Foil William in 
Bengal, shall cause such law or regulation to he proposed in the Legislative Council 
of the Fresidencij of Fort Jf illuwi,in li/ce manner as any other law or regulation, and 
it shall pass through the same fonns, and by the said Legislative Council of Fort William 
shall be confirmed and fully established, or registered in like manner as if it had been a 
law or regulation originally brought forward therein, except that it shall not have any 
force or effect except in the Presidency in which it shall have been primarily made ; 

and 
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and no law or re^ilation of either of the LegUiative Councils at Madras or Dotnbaj/ 
shall have afjLy force or effect whatsoever until it shall have been so conjinned, and 
passed into a law and fully established by the Legislative Council of Fort William in 
Bengal . 

] 1. And whereas occasions may arise in which the usual publication in any news- 
paper of any lau) or regulation, before the confirmation and establishment of it by the 
Governor-Gentral, would be produrtive of public inconvenience, and in which it may 
be desirable that effect should be given to the law or regulation with the least possible 
delay, it shall be lawful in any such circumstances for the (iovcrnor-Gencral to direct, 
that the usual publication in a newspaper before, the confirmation of the law or regu- 
lation, shall not in that instance take place ; and to reipiire also that every Member 
of the Legislative Council, so resident within twenty utdes as aforesaid, to whtnn the 
law or regulation shall be sent, shall communicate to the Governor-General fits assent 
nr disapprobation within twenty- four hours from the time o f a copy of the law or regu- 
lation being left at his usual place of rr.sidenee ; and after such time shall have 
elapsed, it shall be laii fiil for the (lorenwr-Gtneral immediately to decide upon the 
taw or regulation, and to establish and give effect thereto, in tike manner as in other 
eases it hath been jirovided that he may act in respect, of any law or regulation, after 
the lapse of fourteen days from the publication thereof, in a uewspapt i\ 

Aa suoii us convcuiciitly tnuybe afleraiiy law or rogulafiun slj.ill havo boon laufully 
an<l fully established in any of the ways afon»said, the .same .shall be carefully registered 
and j)reser\ed as a record by ihe Legislative Council or Councils through which it shall have 
passed, and it shall be printed and publi.'^hed in the Knglish language ; and for the better 
securing of a general and accurate publication thereof, one priiiling-onice or press for 
each Presidency, and no more, shall from time to time he licensed by tlie (.luvernor- 
Cieiieral in Council, or Governor or Vice-Presi<leiit in C«>uiicil of the Presidency, to print 
and publish the laws of each Legislative Council, and the granting or changing of such 
licenses shall from time to time be notified by proclamation or public advert iMMiient ; and 
each of the said liCgislative (\)uneils shall from time to time make such .standing orders 
as may be most convenient and effective for the due publication of .such laws in a.s many 
of the languages of India, and in sueh manner as will most effectually secure a sj)cedy, 
full and complete promulgation thereof throughout the British teriitories in the Kast- 
Indies, so that the kiiowlodgo thereof may be communicated to |dl who may be liable to 
be in any way affected thereby. 

13. If any person or persons .shall wilfully publtsh any false .statement of any law ol 
any of the said Legi.slative Councils, he or they sJiall be «leeined guilty of a ini.sdemeanor, 
and shall be puni.siiod accordingly ; and if any person shall suffer damage or loss in cun- 
scijuence of being misled by any such false statement, it shall be a good cause of his reco- 
vering damages in a civil action, to be instituted against the party or parties by whose 
false statement he shall have been so misled. 

14. Within one month after the. passing and registering of any law or regulation by 
any of the said Legislative Councils, the Governor- General in Council, or Governor or 
Vice-President in ('ouncil, shall send duplicate copies of the same to the Court of Direc- 
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Commissioners for the affairs of [ndia> and at any time within one year from the first 
receipt of any such law or regulation, it shall be lawful for the President of the said 
Board of Commissioners, after having submitted the same to his Majesty in Council, to 
transmit to the Legislative Council of the Presidency of Fort William an order for the 
repeal of the same, and the same shall bo forthwith repealed : Provided always, that all 
acts done under and according to any such law, during its continuance and previous to 
any repeal thereof, whether such repeal shall take place upon any appeal being made to 
his Majesty in Council, or otherwise, shall be good and valid ; and all persons shall be 
saved harmless for any thing by them done, or omitted to be done, in obedience to or 
compliance with any such law before the time at which they shall have had, or with due 
rare and watchfulness might have had, notice of the repeal thereof. 

15, It shall bo lawful for any person or persons to present an appeal to his Majesty 
in Council against any such law or regulation so registered and published as aforesaid, 
at any time within eight calendar months from the publication of the same after it has 
been fully establislied as a law, and it shall be law fid for his Majesty in Council at any 
time to repeal the same. 

16. Nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the affecting 
in any way of the right or power of the Imperial Parliament to make laws for the British 
territories in the East-Indies, and for all the inhabiUints thereof ; and it is expressly 
declared, that a full, complete and constantly existing right and power is intended to be 
reserved, and is hereby reserved to the Imperial Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, to control, supersede, or prevent by Act of Parliament all 
proceedings and acts whatsoever of the said Legislative Council, and to repeal and annul 
at any time any act, law or regulation whatsoever by the said Councils at any time made 
or done, and in all^ respects to legislate for the British territories in the East-Indies, 
and the inhabitants thereof, in as full and ample a manner as if this Act had not been 
passed ; and the better to enable the Imperial Parliament to exercise at all times such 
authority, power and riglit, the President of the Board of Commissioners for the affairs of 
India shall, once in every Session of Parliament, lay before both Houses of Parliament 
the laws and regulations c<f the said Legislative Councils, which since the foregoing 
Session may have been transmitted to him or to the Secretary of the said Board as 
hereinbefore is provided ; and once in every period of years the said Legislative 
Councils shall transmit to the President of the Board of Commissioners, and the sahl 
President shall lay before both Houses of Parliament the whole of the subsisting laws 
theretofore made by the said Councils, and then remaining unrepealed and in force; and 


the said Councils, before such transmission of the same, shall cause the same to be 
methodically and systematically arranged, and shall annex thereto such tables, uulexes, 
glossaries, and other explanatory documents and materials as may be conducive to the 
true understanding of the same. 

17* All laws and regulations which shall be made and published by the said Legis- 
lative Councils in the manner and form hereinbefore provided, as long as they shall 
rismain unrepealed and unaltered shall be of the same force and effect within and through- 
out the British territories in the Ekist-lndies, and every part thereof, as any Act of the 
Imperial Parliament is, would or ought to be within the same territories, and shall 
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be taken notice of by all Courts of Justice whatsoever within the same territories, and in councils. 
every part thereof, in the same manner as any public Act of Parliament would and 
ought to be taken notice of, witliout being specially pleaded and put in evidence. Amended Minnie 

18. Nothing herein contained shall in any way lestrict or atlect the powers of any of Bill. 

Governor-General in Council, or Governor in Council, in any other respect than that of 
the making of laws and regulations. 

(Signwl) Charles Edward Grev. 

Edward Ryan, 

Charles Edward Grey. 

Edward Ryan. 

(Signed) Holt Mackenzie, 

Secretary to the Government. 


No. :3->. 

No. 2d, of 1S;50. 

LETTER from J. Thomason, Esq., Officiating Deputy Secretary to Government, to 
P. Auber, E.sq., Secretary to the Court of Directors, transmitting further Com- 
munication received from the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William. 

( Territorial Department ; Revenue. ) 

Sir; Fort William, 28th December 1830. 

With refe rence to the concluding paragraph of a despatch aildresseil to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors from this Depart riienl, under date the Mth October last, I am 
directed by the Vice-President in Council to transmit Copy of a further communication 
received from the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, 
with its Enclosure, explanatory of their sentiments on the existing system of law and 
government in India, and the changes contcmplatiMl by tlic institution of a Legislative 
Council. 

2. The papers connected with the .subject having already been forwarded to the 
Honourable Court, with a full explanation of the views of (his Government, (he Vice- 
President ill Council has not deemed if noce.ssary to offer any observations on the present 
occasion. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. Thomason, 

Officiating Deputy Secretary to Government. 


Bengal 
Government 
to the Court of 
Directors. 


October 13, 1830. 
A true copy ; 


(Signed) 
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( Fort William, Territorial Department. ) 

ABSTRACT of Revenue Letter, No. 24, addressed to the Secretary to the Honourable 
C'Ourt of Directors, dated the 28th December 1830. 

Forwarding, with reference to papers transmitted on the 14th October last, copy of 
a further communication received from the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal, with its Enclosure, explanatory of their sentiments on the 
existing system of law and government in India, and the changes contemjdated by the 
institution of a Legislative Council. 

(Signed) J. Thomason, 

Officiating Deputy Secretary to the Government. 


No. 33. 


LETTER from the Judges of the Supreme Court to the Vice-President in Council , 
forwartling, with their sentiments. Copy of a Letter addressed by them to the Secretary 
of the India Board, relative to the existing system of Law and Government in India, 
and the changes contemplated by the institution of a Legislative Council. 


Court-House, 10th December, 1830, 


IIoNOURAnLK Sirs : 

1. We have been prevented by the business of the Term and Sittings from replying 
earlier to the Letter of the Governor- General in Council of the ‘Jth of October. 

2. We now enclose a copy of our Letter of the IGth October to the Secretary of the 
India Board, nhich was sent by the Euphrates, and of which a draft was put into the 
hands of the Governor-General early in Octobei. Several alterations have been made 
from the draft, and towards the close a diflerence of opinion between ourselves is noticed, 
which perhaps alfects the perspicuity of that part of the letter. It became necessary, how- 
ever, to state that dillerence of our views too late to aflford lime for making every part ot 
the concluding paragraphs consistent with it; and we trust that no obscurity has been 
produced which will render our opinions unintelligible or dubious to those who have 


thought upon the subject, 

3. In the same spirit of frankness with which our previous correspondence has been 
conducted on both sides, wo proceed to offer such remarks upon the second and siibse- 
(pient paragraplLs of the Letter of the Governor- General in Council as appear likely to 
conduce to a better understanding, without leading to any usele.%s or unneces.sary discus- 


sion. 


4. The principles applicable to conquests by the Crown, wc consider to be those which 
were stated by Lord Manslield, in the case of Campbell v. Hall, as it is reported in the 
twentieth volume of Howell’s State Trials ; and we are not aware of any case of conquest 
the Crown, either directly or by means of subordinate government, in which they 
would not be Jtistly and conveniently applicable ; though undoubtedly India has presented 
the greatest and the most difficult occasion of all that have ever occurred. Those prin- 
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ciples acknowled»[ed the obligation of treaties, agreements and capitulations, accorfling to 
the real intent of them; from the moment that the state of war is terminated by procla- 
mation they restore to a conquered people their own laws and usages, excepting the 
change of sovereignty, and such alterations as are expressly madt' by I he conquering 
power ; they secure to the King, or his duly authorized representative, the right of 
making at once and upon the spot those alterations which may be necessary, a power 
which, without extending to the infringement or abridging of any ])oitiou t»f the law or 
constitution of the United Kingdom, rentiers it easy to modify and regulate, without 
delay, the laws and usages of the new territory to such an extent as may be nceessiiry, on 
account of lliusc British subjects who may hrive been employed in the conquest, or who 
may at first resort thither ; and they recognize the unlimited authority of the King in 
Parliament to make further alterations to any extent. There is nothing in these [irinciples 
which is adverse to the constituting by Parliament of local legislatures, nor c\eu to the 
delegation by Parliament, as in the case of iiidia, of other powers which are sovereign in 
the hands of the Crown or l\irliaiiient, hut whicli cease to be s(iVereigii when Jn ld hy 
delegation and under control; nor is there any thing, as it appears to iis, which is at 
variance with the British coiislitulion, in peniiittiiig within a iiowly-aeiiuired !i‘rritor\ the 
existence even of a desptjtic fonn of goverument it* it has existed there before, to which 
no other British subjects but the newly-conquered (»iies, who base previously lived under 
it, can be made in any way liable, unless by their own choice and act; and which Parlia- 
ment may at any time alter as it sees fit 

5. We entirely agree that the Imperial Parliament of the United Kingdom is not the 
place for all the details of Indian legislation, nor generally fur the regulation t)r llie 
internal affairs of India ; and that as long as this count ry is goviTued by England, these 
ought alw’ays to be provided for, either by a separate body politic in I'aigland, or a local 
legislature in India, or rather by both of these*. But we are at least as I'ully s.itis/ied that 
it is of vital importance to England, that in matters of legislation those bcalies should be 
the Ministers of Parliament, and absolutely subject ti) its authority, autl that uieaus 
should be secured whereby, at all times the intentions of Parlianieut, and when it ehoo^es 
to interfere, its specific eiiactiiieiits, may he sure (d* being carried into effect. Instances, 
undoubtedly, might be adduced in which evils have been asoideil in India by the force 
of circumstances ]ia\ing deadened the inqmlso of parliamenlary enaclaients; Imt ^iucli 
necessities will be less likely to occur a.s India conies to be belter understood, and at any 
rate a danger incalculably greater and w^orse for England would arise from (he existence 
within it, of any powder resting upon legislative bodies in Imlia, not really dependent upon 
Parliament, and at whf>se disposal and command the revenues of India shouhJ he placed. 

6. We are sorry to observe that we had not expressed the opinions which we were 
invited to give upon the subject of a code of laws, so as to prevent a misapprehensiuii of 
our sentiments as to some points. We did not intend to suggest that the Hindu and Maho- 
medan laws of properly in moveables .should at once be abrogated, but <jnly to point 
out that, except as to the succession to moveables, including the law of adoption, tliere 
is not any very important ditference betw een those laws and our own. \N e liiiped w'e b&d 
sufficiently manifested our aversion to every violent, hazardous, or hasty change. It was 
our intention to recommend in every thing a slow and cautious progress ; and that there 
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should be no show of doing what it is impossible to -accomplish. One of us entertains a 
strong conviction that it is so impossible to provide immediately any fixed l&ws for the 
whole of India, that it is desirable no new laws at all, which apply with any minuteness 
to the subject-matter of them, should be attempted at present, except for a limited district. 
To him it appears that, for tlie mass of tlie territories, economical regulations are all that 
can be well enacted for some time to come ; but if there were a harmonious co-operation 
of all part of (he Government, he believes it to be quite practicable, without any violence, 
hasard or hurry, to establish and carry into execution a sound and complete system of 
law for a moderate portion of territory around the seat of Government; and that it is 
in the highest decree desirable that this object should not be renounced, because more 
cannot instantaneously be attained. 

7. He cannot think that the Government would be at all placed in the position which 
is contoinplaiod in the tenth paragraph of the Letter of the Goveriior-fjcneral in Council. 
His .suggestion is that the existing sy.steni of law and government, with such general 
ainendineiits as may be presently practicable and expedient, should be continued in all 
(he provinces except that one which immediately surrounds the seat of Government; and 
that throughout all the wide extent of the others, British persons whilst resident there 
should lose the rights of English law, and bo subject to the same regulations with the 
natives ; but that in the one province adjoining the seat of Government, without any fur- 
tlier adherence to English forms or rules than may be necessary to secure the complete 
subordination to the United Kingdom, a more detinite law, a more perfect administra- 
tion of it, and more precise and certain rights of person and of property, than it is pos. 
sible all at once to secure to the whole of India, should be established ; and established, 
not for British persons only, but for all, yet to be entirely supcriiitendod and regulated by 
a Legislative, a Judicial, and an £.\ecutlvc Council, the last of which would be the 
(jovernor-Gcneral in Council, and in each of the two first the Governor-General and one 
(’ouncillor would preside. This surely could not afford the pretence which is appre- 
hended in the Letter of the Governor-General in Council for an insinuation that the 
uther provinces were wilfully left to a system which it was thought unjust to apply to 
our own countrymen, and when a repugnance is so strongly expn\ssed to the passing of 
what is called a sentence of virtual outlawry of the natives. Sir Charles Grey requests 
that it may be remembered to have been his proposal to leave to the natives all the pro- 
tection of law which they now have or ever had, and to give them as much more as may 
be possible ; to bring British persons within tlie regulations now applicable to the natives 
in one space, and natives within a law adapted to the British in another ; and by degrees 
to extend the latter system, but with all the caution and deliberation which such an 
undertaking would require. Surely it is the continuance of tlie existing distinctions 
rather than this .scheme, which merits, if either of them does, the appellation of an out- 
lawry of the natives, and it must at the moment have escaped the attention of the Gover- 
nor-General in Council, that the provinces subordinate to this Presidency have been for 
more than seventy years, and now are subject, but if this plan hitherto were to be 
adopted, would no longer be subject to a scheme of laws and judiciary system which it 
has been, and is still thought cither unjust or inexpedient to ap})]y to our countrymen 
who inhabit India. 


8 . What 
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8. What should be exactly the extent and boundaries of a province of Calcutta, is not 
a matter of first-rate importance. The main point is, that some locus standi should bo 
SMuro( or w at may really deserve the name of laiv. Hie consideration which sug^g’csted Judges of 
the particular district named by Sir Cliarles Grey, was chiefly its clear and distinct bonn- i^upreme Court 
dary ; but it would certainly be desirable to include the suburb of Houndi, and 
perhaps more than that on the western bank of the lloo^hly, even if soiiietliing- Jess ^^^‘‘closiire. 

than the Delta of the Ganges were to be taken on the other side ; but if the Delta by itself 
is thought to be too inconsiderable, perhaps it would not be thought too much to add to 
it the district on the western bank of the Hooghly which lies between the Huopntiratn 
and the Adje rivers, taking the high road which runs from Keerpoy through Burdu an 
and Mungulcote, as the western boundary, but ineduding the two latter towns. Since 
1726 Calcutta has been a British town and subject to the English law. Idle lapse of more 
than a century, tlic e.s*abli.slimeiit for the last twenty years of a'lVeo trade, the pr(».spect 
of an increasing intercourse with Europe, the altered condition of India, of tlie United 
Kingdom and of the world, would seem to bo suflicient reasons for substituliiig now a 
country fora town ; but the jiroposal of Sir diaries Grey does not invidve an adhcreiico 
to the system now established in Calcutta. He is well aware of tlie evil of attempting loo 
eloscly to adhere to haiglish forms of law and procedure in India, and of the mischief of a 
separation and opposition between an English and an Indian system, and c,f other e\ils 
which he is not the less desirous to avoid for the future, beeau.so he is unable to remove 
them at present, lie would not wish any other di.stinctiou between the province which 
w'ouldbe the scat of Government, and the rest of the territories, than that in the one a 
system of law should he established with a tirnme.ss and preci.sion which he feels contident 
might be attainable there, but which ho strongly apprehends would be imjjracticablc at 
present for the whole of India ; yet for the rest of the territories he hits never coiitem* 
plated the necessity of anything approaching to martial law or a military” despoti.sni. 

He wouM leave for the present to the rest of the territories what they now' have, lie would 
give to one district something better. If, instead of thi.s, Calcutta should be put upon the 
same footing with all India, he is apprehensive that it might operate as a dissolution of all 
law, that no constant and steady exceutiou of regulations, made with any fullness of 
detail for all India, could either be in.sisted on or expecletl, but must come to depend 
upon the will of the local executive power, which must itself be influenced by the infniile 
and fluctuating considerations of temporary convenience arising out of the vast and 
unsettled held of Indian (iovernment ; that neither British persons, nor any others in 
this country, would have anything which they could claim as of right ; and that the 
aiithorily of the controlling- powers at home would conic to be merely nuniuiul. On 
the other hand, it can .scarcely upon consideration be thought by the Governor-General 
in Council, that the proposed scheme of beginning with a single province would be either 
impracticable or difficult, inasmuch as it consists mainly of a rc.striction to a narrower 
sphere of that which the Governor-General in Council would attempt for the whole range 
of India. It can scarcely he linhle to the imputation of injiislice to the natives, iiia.smuch 
as it would take from them nothing w'hich they have or ever had, but would confer on 
them a great deal which they have not. Sir C’harles Grey will add to these considerations 
a statement of his belief, that it is only in this way it is at all probable that the Crown 
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and Parliament wroiild assent to the British settlement at Fort William being' sub- 
jected in legislative and judicial matters to the Government of the Company, unless 
arrangements could be agreed upon, by which the authority of the Crown and Parlia- 
ment, in the control and direction at home of Indian affairs^ could be rendered more 
immediate efficient and real than it is at present, or ever has been. 

In conclusion, wo beg leave to say, that if any further communications on our part 
should be thought desirable, it will at all times give us the greatest pleasure to enter 
upon them. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) Chas. Edw\ Okey. 
Edw. Ryan. 


(Emdosure.) 

No. :14. 

LET'i'ER from the Judges of the Supreme (’ourt to the Secretary of the Board of 

Commissioners for the Adairs of India, relative to the existing System of Law and 

Goveriimeiit in India. 

Sir : Court House, Calcutta, IGth October 18J30. 

1. We have now* the honour of complying to the best of our abilities with the request 
contained in your Letter of fhe loth of November last. 

”2, To exhibit distinctly our view of the circumstances in which the (’ourt is placed, it 
is necessary to go through a statement which we do not only fear will be tedious, but of 
wliich the substance must bo familiar to the President and Board, y(»t the facts have been 
regarded in .such ditferent lights, that unless W'e conimimicato our own impressions of 
them, the foundations on which our opinions rest will be liable to be misapprehended. 

.‘1. 'riie first East-India Company was constituted for the establishing and improving 
of a didicult and valuable trade for a limited lime ; and with a reservation to the Crown 
(jf a pow er to revoke the Charter when the good of the nation might require it. 

•1. In the reigns of William III. and Queen Anin? the old Company was induced to 
surrender its charters ; its corporate capacity was terminated, and its members were 
admitted into another C’ompany which had bc(*n constituted, not by the Crown alone, but 
by Act of Parliament, and by Letters Patent of the C’row n issued in pursuance of the 
.\ct, and a power was reserved of entirely putting an end to the United Company after 
a certain time and upon a certain notice, and upon the repayment of a sum advanced by 
the Company to the Cnmn. 

i5. 'riic possessions of the old Company in the East-Indies were transferred for a 
valuable consideration to the new one, and they were principally the island of Bombay, a 
town and fortress at Madras, and another at Calcutta. These three places, of which the 
property w’as then in the United Company, or those who held under them, were plainly 
recognized by the Crown in 1726, in Letters Patent of tliat date, to be British settlements, 
and within the King’s peace and allegiance, and the Company who accepted the Charter 
must be deemed to have been parties to it. 

6. Bombay had long been severed from the Mogul empire, but Madras and Calcutta 

pi’obably 
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probably were considered, even subsequently to this period, by the Indian Princes whose 
territories surrounded them, as nothing* more than factories in which they had given a 
property to the Company, and allowed them to raise fortifications for their defence in 
times of disturbance. 

7. In 1730 , the Company was declared in explicit terms by the statute of the 
3 Geo. II. c. 14, to be a perpetual corporation, and to be entitled as such, to continue 
to trade in common with other British subjects, if at any time tlieir privilege of an 
exclusive trade sliould be terminated. There had been a previous Act in 1710, intended 
probably to have the same effect, but of wliich the laiiguagfs was rather obscure and 
uncertain. 

8. The powers of political government, wliich had been given by the British Crown and 

Parliament, whether to the new Company or the old, down to the year were cal- 

culated mainly and almost entirely fur tlie defence and protection of the three settlements 
above mentioned and the subordinate facbirics. and of the great trade of which they were 
the principal scats, 

9. In l7o7f however, in the recovery and protectifui of the settlement at Calcutta, an 

operation in which the Company were assisted by the King’s forces, the abilities of 
Colonel Clive wore so tnucli more than ecpial to the occasion, that he suddenly found 
himself the conqueror of the whole of tlie rich and populous provinces of Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa; the capital was in his possession, and the Subalidar or Viceroy, whom he 
had defeated in battle, was killed by one of his own people. Colonel (.live and Admiral 
Watson, whilst the contest was going on, had promised a Mahomodau officer of the 
enemy, that if he assisted them, he should be Subalidar, and Colonel Clive accordingly 
made him assume the title and state of Subalidar of the three provinces, though he had 
no claim by any appointment of the Mogul Kmperor, nor by any hereditary right, but 
depended entirely upon the support of (.\)l()nel Clive, whose act must have required in this 
case to be ratified by the British (^own, before it could be considered as standing in the 
way of any arrangement which the thrown or Parliament might choose to make respect- 
ing the conquest. ^ i.r-n- 

10. To pass over intermediate events, the Governor and Council of bort William, on 

the part of the East-India Company, in February 1705, made an agreement with the 
successor of this Subalidar, of which the substance was. that he should have the title and 
rank of Subalidar and Nazim of Beiigid, Behar and (Orissa, but that the Company .should 
nominate a deputy Subalidar, who should not be removable uilhout their consent, and 
who should have the management of all public allairs, including the revenue and the 
appointment of officers in that dcparfmerif, but that these should be liable to be removed 
on the application of the Company. A British person, appointed by the Company . was to 
be always resident with the Subahdar, and no European was to he admitted into his ser- 
vice. The Subahdar agreed that the opinion of the Company should be the criterion of 
what would conduce to his honour and reputation, and the whole military force was put 
into the hands of the Company, to whom Burdwau, Midnapore and Chittagong, throe 
districts in Bengal yielding a large revenue, had been some lime before a.ssigned for the 


purpose of their maintaining an army. 

11. At a later period of the same year, 


tile Company obtained from the Mogid 

Emperor, 
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Emperor^ who for somo time had lost all real power in the Lower Provinces, a firmaun, 
which purported to bo a grant in perpetuity of the whole revenues of Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa, upon condition of their providing for the expenses of the Nizamut, and paying to 
the Emperor annually tweiity*six lacs of rupees. 

1 2. In this manner within a short time, and before the close of the year 1 765, the 
Company had taken into their hands all the moans and forces of Government tlirougfaout 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; and as a perpetual right to the land revenues necessarily 
implied the right of entering and measuring tlie lands, and of ejecting the tenants upon 
failure of payment, it was absolutely incompatible with any adverse possession in other 
hands of the dominion of tlic country. There were then but three modes in which it seems 
to have been possible to contend that the Company had tho right to keep the powers 
they had obtained ; first, as filling the offices under the Mogul Emperor of perpetual 
Dewan and Cijmmander of the Army in these provinces, and as holding in perpetuity the 
three districts of Burdwan, Miduapore and Chittagong, with all such rights annexed as 
tho Siibahdar had formerly enjoyed ; sefiondly, as having become, in fact, themselves the 
sovereigns of Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; or, thirdly, that as British subjects they had 
obtained them by conquest and treaty, in trust for the British (Vown. It would not 
have been reasonable that a Company which had been created by the British Parliament, 
and was composed for the most part of natural-born British subjects, to whom the tem- 
porary privilege had been given of excluding all other British subjects from the sea-coasts 
of more than half the globe, should have seized the opportunity afforded by these 
privileges to secure to themselves a power, either as independent potentates, or as servants 
of a foreign prince, wliich might be turned to the injury of the country to which they 
ow’ed their political existence ; accordingly the British Parliament, by the Act of tlie 13 
Geo. III. c. 63, seems to have decided that the last of the tliree forms stated above was 
the only one in which the Company could bo permitted to hold what they had so unex- 
pectedly acquired ; and as the circumstances were such as had not been at all contem- 
plated when their C.'harter for trade was granted, under the statute of the *.) William IIL, 
and as those circumstances might vitally affect the interests and constitution of Great 
Britain, provisions entirely new and different w^ere justified and required by the occasion. 

13. There was one difficulty, which would not perhaps at the present day have been 
thought so considerable as it was then. It was imagined that the land revenues, after 
defraying the expenses of Government, would still ^ield a large surplus, and this the 
Company claimed as their lawful profit, and that they had a property in tlie revenues. 
On the other hand, it was contended, and indeed it was resolved by the House of 
Commons, that the revenues belonged to the State. This ended in a provision, which 
still in effect subsists, that the revenues and territorial acquisitions should remain for a 
limited period in the possession of the Company, without prejudice to the claim of the 
nation ; and the matter is now of less consequence than it was formerly, since the 
expenses of Government, to which the territorial revenue is specifically appropriated by 
Act of Parliament, are such as to make it unlikely there will be any great surplus after 
discharging tho public debt unless taxes should be imposed to a considerable extent; 
and even in the event of a surplus, by a temporary provision in the statute it is allotted, in 
ascertained shares, to the Company and the public. 


14. To 
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14. To a certain extent the statute of the 13 Geo. III. c. 63^ seems to be clear and 
decisive. It put an end to all question as to the dependence of tlie Company on the 
Parliament^ and as to the absolute rig^ht of the British Legislature to regulate and direct 
the whole powers of political government which the Company miglit then have or there- 
after acquire. The Parliament itself nominated in the statute the five persons who for 
the next five years were to be the Governor and Ccnincil in Bengal, and who were not to 
be removable by the Company, reserving to the Company the power of appointing subor- 
dinate agents for the management of their commercial alfairs ; and although the Governor 
and Council were subjected to the lawful orders of the Court of Directors, the Directors 
were placed, as to matters of government, under the superintendence of the High Trea- 
surer or Commissioners of the Treasury and one of the Secretaries of >»tate. The powers 
of government which the Company had before possessed under the Art and Charter of 
the Dand 10 William III., and which were adapted to the management of a few stations 
held for the purposes of trade, were merged in those larger and more general pow'ors 
which were now vested by statute in a Government calculated for the administration ot 
the affairs of several populous and rich provinces. Since that time the corporate capacity, 
the right to trade, and the property of the Company, have been in law, and according 
to statutory provisions, a distinct and separate thing from their powers of political govern- 
ment. The first are secured by a Charter, which is permanent, and unless forfeited, can- 
not without a violation of constitutional right be annulled ; their powers of government 
are entrusted to them for a fixed period, beyond which, they depend in all respects upon 
the will and pleasure of the Parliament. Unfortunately these matters are not so easily 
distinguishable in fact, as they are in law, and they have continued to be entangled at 
several points, and arc frequently confounded in the minds and language of those who 
think and speak about them; and it must be allowed, that although the Company s 
powers of government, whatever they were at the period of which we are speaking, 
wore entirely subjected to the British Crown and Parliament, it was not, even in law. 
made quite so plain and certain how far and in what mannop it was meant to assert the 
sovereignty of the Crown and the authority of Parliament over the provinces in which 
these powers were to bo exercised, and especially to what extent it was intended that the 
powers of legislating and of administering justice, which had existed under the former 
governments of the country, should survive the change which had taken place. The title 
of the Act implied only the establishment of regulations for the affairs of the Company, 
not the establishment of dominion and law over the whole of a newly-acquired territory 
and its inhabitants ; there was no formal declaration in it. even of the sovereignty of the 
Crown ; the settlement ot Fort William, and the factories and places subordinate thereto 
were mentioned distinctly from the provinces at large; and there were many expressions 
and provisions whence it miglit be inferred that the inhabitants of the provinces were not 
considered as having become British subjects, which would have been the legal conse- 
quence of the provinces having become British territory. But, on the other hand, the 
whole civil and military powers of Government throughout the provinces liad, for some 
time, been in the hands of the Company; and the governments newly nominated and 
appointed by Parliament were directed to exercise the same, including the ordering and 
management of the revenue, which, as we have slated, was absolutely inconsistent with 
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the demitiion of the country being inany adverse possession; and there h no supposition 
on which it can be conceived to have been intended by the British ParliaikieQl^ that 
British persons, appointed by the King in Parliament to exercise all the povirers of Govern- 
ment, should exercise them in any subordination, either formal or substantial, to any 
other Crown than that of Great Britain itself. Since that period neither the Mogul 
ESmperor nor the titular Subahdar and Nazim, have ever been permitted to do any impor- 
tant act of authority within Bengal, Behar or Orissa. In the course of the debates which 
preceded the statute, the House of Commons had resolved, witli reference to the revenues 
and territorial acquisitions, that all acquisitions made by treaty with foreign princes 
did of right belong to the State;" and by the statute they were declared to be left in 
the possession of a British Company by the permission and will of the British Parliament. 
By the Charter of Justice, which was granted under the Groat Seal in the next year, 
1774, writs in the King's name were directed to be issued into every part of the provinces 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; and it has never from tliat time until this been disputed 
that these writs, against certain classes of persons at least, have always been legal, and of 
as full force and elfect in the outer borders of the provinces as in the town of Calcutta, 
or as in England itself. The writers, too, who have been the best qualified to pronounce 
an opinion upon this subject, and amongst the rest Mr. Harrington, a chief Judge of the 
Sudder Adawlut, who wrote and published, with the sanction of the Court of Directors, 
an Analysis of the Laws and Regulations of Bengal, have always dated from this statute, 
or from the earlier era of Clive’s conquest, that sovereignity of the British Crown over 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa, of the present existence of which throughout the British pos- 
sessions in India there cannot be any question. 

15. Ferhaps in these circumstances the most consistent and tenable ground on whicli 
the enactments of the statutes of the 13 Geo. III., c. 63, can be placed, is the supposi- 
tion of the sovereignty of the British Crown and the authority of Parliament having been 
fully establislied by it, or by what had previously taken place; but that it was not 
intended to abrogate the previously existing laws of the new territories further than was 
expressly declared, nor all at once to abolish or preclude the powers of legislating and of 
administering justice, which the Company had obtained from the former governments, 
but only to subject tliese to the control and regulation and to the will of the Crown and 
Parliament, at Uie same time that means were afforded to the Indian Government of 
bringing the whole territories gradually into a subordination to the settlement at Fort 
William, and of making regulations by which, under the control of a Supreme Court of 
Justice, one uniform system of law and government, not repugnant to the laws of England, 
might ultimately be established. To leave for a time to the old forms of government a 
distinct existence was not only the course which the difficulties of tlie case seemed to 
point out, but it was perhaps, in some degree, required by good faith, and was recom- 
mended by considerations of humanity. It seemed to be implied in the grant by which 
the Dewanny had been given up, and in the agreements which the Company had made 
with the Subahdars whom .they had set over the provinces, that for a time at least, the 
Nizamut or Mahomedan government of the provinces should be maintained. The Crown 
and Parliament, though they had been no parties to the agreements, had .not cancelled 
them, and were certainly bound in justice, if they took any benefit from them, to observe 



SELECT COMMI ITEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1277 

the- conditions which might bo annexed ; and although the obvious intention of those who 
were parties to the grant of the Dewanny^ and the plain meaning of the words were 
only that the Mogul Emperor should not be called upon for any of the expenses of the 
Nizamut^ it might be contended^ that the use of the terms “ Nizarnut” and ** Dewanny,*’ 
which were well known offices, including the whole government, implied some retention 
of its Mahomedan forms and character, and under the existing arrangements with the 
titular Subahdar, there was a system of Mahomedan government in action in the pro- 
vinces, at the head of which was place<l a native, nominated by the Company as Naib 
Subah or Deputy Subahdar. Upon the supposition, that the statute established the 
sovereignty of the British Crown over the provinces, it would have followed, hut for 
these considerations, that the existing inhabitants would have become, not naturalized, 
indeed, but still British .subjects, thouoh with the liberty of removing themselves and 
their property. Lord MansfieUrs declaration of the law on this point, in the case of 
Camj^bell against Hall, in the very year in which the Charter of Justice was granted, 
must be hold to be conclusive, and to have expunged the barbarous tenets of some law- 
yers of a former time, that a people uiiiiistruct€?d in the Christian religion could neither 
claim protection as tlieir right, nor owe allegiance as a duty, to the British C'rown. But 
if the Act and Charter pas.scd upon the supposition of tlie Nizamut and Dewanny being 
maintained in their Mahomedan form, except where Parliament had expressly altered 
them, or might afterwards interfere to do so, those who at the time were living 
under the Mahomedan system of govenirnont in the provinces, mi^ht be considered as 
entitled, notwitstandiiig the territory had become British dominion, to stand in something 
like the same relation to the British Crown, as the European inhabitants of factories had 
been permitted to niaiiitaiii with the Mogul Sovereigns and other Indian Princes, a 
relation wdiich preserved to them tlieir ehai’acter and rights, respectively of British, 
French, or Dutch subjects, though inhabiting the territories of a foreign iSovereign. It 
was no longer indeed, as it seems to us, possible to contend, that the natives born subse- 
quently within the provinces would not be .subjects of Great Britain, but they might per- 
haps he considered to be so by reason of their being subjects of an Indian realm which 
had become a dependency of the British Crown and Parliament, but which still retained, 
by permission of Parliament, some distinct powers of legislation, and of administering 
justice, as portions unabrogated of their former law^s. It was the more reasonable 
to lean to this interpretation, because the Mahomedan and Hindu inhabitants of 
these provinces, like the clients under the Roman law, or the vassals of the. feudal 
system, and indeed the common people in every other state of government in which 
numerous chieftains or heads of political or religious classes exist, had been accustomed 
to think more of their fealty to the immediate chief, upon whose land, or under whose 
protection or patronage they lived, than of the alh'giance duo to a common and supremo 
sovereign ; the country was in a state in w’hich tlic people ranged themselves under diffe- 
rent flags, rather than according to the boundaries of territory ; theHindus andMahomedans 
could not suddenly, and all at once, have been brought under anjentirely new and fundamen- 
tally different system of laws without the most extreme difficulty and inconvenience ; and as 
totheMahoniedaiis, there was the further consideration, that their Koran enjoined obedience 
to those rulers only who protected their religion. No lasting inconvenience was neces- 
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cessarily connected with this view of the case, treaties among Indian Princes, unless there 
was some special provision in them of a more permanent character, had been for the most 
part considered by themselves as binding only during the lives of those by whom they 
were made. Subsequent experience has shewn, that the expounders of the Koran find 
no difficulty in reconciling the allegiance of Mahomedans with that degree of toleration 
and protection of their religious usages, which the British Parliament has felt no difficulty 
in sanctioning ; and as far as it was consistent with treaty, the Parliament is supposed to 
have always had the power and right, whenever it might choose to interfere, of modifying 
and altering those remnants of Mahomedan government which it permitted to exist in a 
distinct state. Thus the subsequent existence of the Nizamut is reconciled with tlie 
statute of 13 Geo. III. c. 63 ; but is not supposed to have been left upon so stable a 
foundation as to have prevented it from being moulded into a more British form, when 
those were dead who had personal claims to insist on its continuance ; and when tlie next 
generation of natives, without any abrupt offence to their prejudices and habits, might be 
brought more immediately under the infiucnco of British institutions. The exercise also 
of certain powers by tlie British Government is explained, which cannot, strictly speak- 
ing, be shown to be derived from Parliament, though subsisting only by its permission, 
and to be exercised in subordination to its authority and will. 

16. The first establishment of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
was directed by the statute on which these observations have been made. The object in 
making them has been to explain the powers and jurisdiction which were given to the 
Court, and to show at the same time how imperfectly defined were the foundations on 
which it was placed, and by how many obscure difficulties it was surrounded. For these 
purposes there are still some other facts which it is necessary to revive and boar in mind. 
The East-lndia Company had very early been empowered to establish Courts, and in 
many cases to put in force within their settlements and factories the English laws, and a 
similar power was given to the new Company by the Charter of the 10 William III.; 
but in 1726 these Courts had been superseded, and there had been established at eacli of 
the settlements of Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, by Royal Charter, a Court consisting 
of a Mayor and Aldermen, for the trial of civil actions, and a Court of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, consisting of the Governor and Council, for the trial of criminal offences, and the 
Governor and Council were also constituted Justices of the Peace, and had continued to 
bo so from that time. This Charter was surrendered, and a new one granted in 1753i 
with some alterations ; but not such as to change materially the structure of the Courts 
as stated above. These Courts at Calcutta were acknowledged by all persons after the 
conquest of Clive, to be no longer sufficient for the administration of justice. Besides 
their powers of political government, and their rights connected with the general revenue 
under the grant of the Dewanny, the Company claimed the three districts of Burdwan, 
Midnapore and Chittagong, as entirely belonging to them, and the property also of a 
large zemindany lying to the south, but beyond the boundaries of Calcutta ; and they 
had enjoyed for ^emselve; and their servants the privilege of trading free of duty 
throughout the provinces. There had been several factories and smaller stations, called 
Aurungs, in different parts of the provinces, where their agents and savants, hnd makers 
of salt, and weavers, and other persons employed by them, or living under their flag and 

protection. 
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protection^ were collected^ and whence the upper agents traversed the country in all 
directions : some of them were guilty of many violent and oppressive acts, and a state of 
the greatest disorder had ensued. It was expressly with a reference to these circum- 
stances, to the insufficiency of the former Courts, and for a remedy of these evils, that 
the new Court was directed to be established ; and the statute fixed the outline of its 
powers and authority, which were to be more distinctly and specifically developed in a 
charter to be granted by the Crown in pursuance of the statute. 

17. The statute provided that the Court should exercise all civil, criminal, admiralty 
and ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; and that it should be a Court of Oyer and Terminer and 
Gaol Delivery, for the town of Calcutta and factory of Fort William in Bengal, and the 
limits thereof and the factories subordinate thereto ; and that the charter to be granted 
by the Crown and tho jurisdiction and powers to be thereby established, should extend 
to all British subjects who should reside in Bengal, Behar and Orissa, or any of them, 
under tho protection of tlie Company ; and that the Court should have full power to 
hear and determine all complaints against any of his Majesty’s subjects for any crimes, 
misdemeanors or oppressions, and to hoar and determine any suits or actions against any 
of his Majesty’s subjects in Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and any suit, action or complaint 
against any person who at the time of tho cause of action arising should be employed by 
or in the service of the Company, or of any of his Majesty’s subjects, and should hear 
and determine any suits and actions of any of his Majesty’s subjects, any inhabitant of 
India, residing in Bengal, Behar and Orissa, upon any agreement in writing where the 
cause of action should exceed 500 Rs., and where it should be agreed that in case of 
dispute the matter should be determined in the Supreme Court, and that such suits or 
actions might be brought in the first instance before the Court, or by appeal from the 
sentence of any of the Courts established in tho provinces. That the Governor-General 
and Council, and the Chief Justice and other Judges of the Supreme Court, should have 
full power and authority to act as Justices of the Peace for tho settlement at Port 
William, and the several settlements and factories subordinate thereto, and to do all 
things to the office of a Justice of the Peace appertaining, and for that purpose, the 
Governor and Council were authorized and empowered to hold Quarter- Sessions at Fort 
William four times in the year; that in cases of indictment or information laid or exhi- 
bited in the Court of King’s Bench in England, for misdemeanors or offences committed 
by Governors or Judges in India, the Court of King’s Bench might award a mandamus to 
the Supreme Court, requiring it to examine witnesses and receive proofs, and to issue such 
summons or other process as might be requisite for the attendance of witnesses ; and in 
ease of any proceedings in Parliament touching any offences committed in India, that it 
diould be lawful for the Lord Chancellor and Speakers of the two Houses, to issue 
their warrants to the Governor-General in Council, and the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, as the case might require, for the examination of witnesses ; and such exami- 
nations duly returned should be good and competent evidence. A like power of directing 
to the Supreme Court writs of mandamus, or commissions to take evidence, was given to 
all the King’s Courts at Westminster in actions or suits of which the causes should have 
arisen in India, but an exception was made that depositions taken in this manner should 
not be evidence in capital cases, unless in Paiiiament. 
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18. In stating the fuller and more express ordinances of the Charter by which, in the 
following year, the Court was established, it may be as well, for the sake of brevity, to 
pass over the authority of the Court as a Court of Equity, of Admiralty, and an Eccle- 
siastical Court, and to describe only its other powers and jurisdictions, namely : First 
tliat which the Justices of the King's Bench have in England by the common law, and to 
be exercised especially for the conservation of the peace ; secondly, the hearing and 
determining of pleas in civil actions ; thirdly, its jurisdiction as a Court of Oyer and 
Terminer and Gaol Delivery ; and fourthly, powers to be exercised in assistance of the 
proceedings, criminal or civil, instituted in Parliament, or in the Superior Courts in 
England for causes of action or olfences in India ; and it ought to be borne in mind, that 
whatever reason there may be to suppose that the statute of the 13 Geo. III. c. 63, was 
somewhat imperfectly worded by reason of its being the production, not of calm leisure 
and clear views, but of a struggle of parties, after the attention of all had been exhausted 
and their conceptions disturbed by the disputes of several successive Sessions, there is no 
ground for thinking that the Charter itself, though its form must have depended in a great 
measure upon the statute, was drawn up otherwise than with groat care, llie case of 
Campbell against Hall, which was heard and decided in that very year, shows how much 
the minds of some of the principal lawyers of the time, and especially Lord Mansfield, 
had been engaged in those great questions which the Charter involved ; and it is known 
that it was subjected to the inspection of Lord Tlnirlow, Lord Loughborough, Lord 
Bathurst, and Lord Walsinghani, and received their corrections and amendments. 

L). Justices of the Peace had been established at Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, 
since 17'26, and the statute of the 13 Geo. III. c. 63, enacted, that the Governor- General 
and Council, and the Judges of the Supreme Court, should be Justices of the Peace for 
the settlement of Fort William and the settlements and factories subordinate thereto ; 
and the Governor- General in Council were directed to hold Quarter- Sessions at Fort 
William. By the Charter which followed the statute, tlie Court of Quarter- Sessions 
and the Justices were made subject to the control of the Supremo Court for any thing 
done by them while sitting as a Court of Quarter- Sessions or in their capacity of Justices, 
in the same manner and form us the inferior Courts of Magistrates in England are by 
law subject to the order ami control of the Court of King’s Bench ; and the Supreme 
Court was empowered to issue to them writs of mandamus, certiorari, procedendo, or 
error. By the fourth clause of the same Charter it was ordained, that the Judges of the 
Supreme Court should respectively be Justices and Conservators of the Peace, and 
Coroners within and throughout the provinces, districts and countries of Bengal, Beliar 
and Orissa and every part thereof, and should have such jurisdiction and authority as 
Justices of the Court of King’s Bench have within England by the common law thereof. 

It has not, as fur as we are aware, been questioned that under these provisions there 
was given to the Supreme Court tlie same power and control over the Court of Quarter- 
Sessions and over any of the individuals, amongst whom was each of the Judges them- ^ 
selves, who were constituted Justices of the Peace, as the Court of King’s Bench has 
over Justices of the Peace in England ; nor can it reasonably be contended that the 
authority of the Judges in this respect was limited to the settlement at Fort William 
and the factories and places which had been subordinate to the settlement before Clive’s 

conquest ; 
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con(|uest ; for, first, not only were the powers given in the fourth clause of the Charter 
expressed to be such as the Justices of the King’s Bench had by common law, which, not 
being those of local Conservators of the Peace merely, nor such only as were possessed 
by the other Judges, are known to have extended wherever the King’s Peace was to be 
preserved ; but those who framed that clause of the Cliarter, as if to prevent the possi- 
bility of doubt, took care to employ the words ‘‘ throughout the provinces and every 
part thereof words which, except by a counsel in support of his case, can never be 
supposed to have been heedlessly used ; or to have been meant when sanctioned by 
the Great Seal, to be treated as an empty form by the Judges to whom the Char- 
ter was given as the text of their duties. Secondly, the principal motive which led 
to the establishment of the (’ourt, was a desire to prevent the violence and oppres- 
sion of which British persons and other agents of the Company were guilty in the 
provinces, and for the correction of which the former Courts were declared insuflicient. 
This could not have been expected of the Court if the Judges w'cre to have power, as 
Conservators of the Peace only at Fort William or in the scattered factories, and to be 
powerless in the interjacent spaces, wliilst British persons, who were acknowledged to be 
independent cif the Nizamut and Mahomedan laws, might range the provinces at large. 
If a murder was committed, or false imprisonment made in the provinces by a person 
amenable only to the Supreme Court, it was necessary that the Judges, as Coroners and 
Conservators of the Peace, should have a right of instant investigation and of affording 
immediate relief. Their powers would not have been adapted to the increase of terri- 
torial acquisitions, or in any way more effectual than those of tlie former Justices of the 
Peace, if they had been confined wdthin the same bounds. Thirdly, it never has been 
contended that writs of habeas corpus to release from wrongful imprisonment may not 
be issued, or that they have not been lawfully issued to British persons in the provinces ; 
and we apprehend that it is upon the fourth clause of the Charter that the power of 
issuing any writ of habeas corpus at all will be found to rest \ and that in this respect at 
least that clause is something more than idle words, and that the powers of the Judges 
given to them by it, are not merely those of ordinary Justices, but such as belonged to 
the Justices of the King’s Bench by the common law. Fourthly, it was in no way incon- 
sistent with the supposition of the provinces being a distinct subordinate realm, that the 
King should appoint Conservators of the Peace there with the fullest power. It never 
has been questioned, that the process of tlie Court as a Court of Civil Pleas and a Court 
of Oyer and Terminer was intended, as against British persons, at least to run through 
every part of the provinces, and for the purpose of enforcing the attendance of witnesses ; 
this lias not been restricted to British persons, but is compulsory upon the native inha- 
bitants, as well as otliers. Tliis being the case, it would have been difficult to find 
any good reason for confining to narrower local bounds the powers given to the Judges 
for the conservation of tlie peace ; nor has there ever been any way in which the 
process of tlie Court, in any of its several capacities, could be effectually enforced or 
• supported, uiJess by a co-extoiisive power of preventing a riotous resistance of it. 
Lastly, this point seems to be placed beyond doubt by the 33 Geo. III. c. 52. s. lol, 
in which it is declared, that the Governor- General in Council, and the Judges of the 

Sunrerao Court, had theretofore been authorised by the law to act as Justices of the 
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Peace within and throughout the provinces^ districts and countries of Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa ; and since that statute, under commissions authorized by warrant of the Governor* 
General, but issued by the Supreme Court, and sealed with the seal thereof, there having 
been Justices of the Peace resident in all parts of the provinces, who a^ acknowledged 
to be, in that capacity, subject to the control of the Supreme Court, and whose proceed- 
ings may be removed into that Court by writ of certiorari. Supposing it then to be 
beyond dispute that the powers given to the Court in 1774 by the fourth clause of the 
Charter, were not limited to the settlement at Fort William and the subordinate 
factories, but extended throughout the provinces, the reasons for thinking that the 
native inhabitants were not exempted from them, are, first, that in that passage of the 
Charter no such exemption is made ; secondly, that the nature of the power, and the 
objects of it, are absolutely incompatible with any exemption of particular classes of 
persons. No Conservator of the Peace at any time or place, no Justice of the Peace at 
present in the provinces, could make any distinction of persons in the dischaige of his 
peculiar duties. If an affray or riot takes place, especially in the night time, it is impos- 
sible that there can be any selection of the rioters. If one of the Council or a Judge of 
the Court in 1775, or at any time previous to 1793, when they were the only Justices of 
the Peacci should havo been resisted, and himself or his assistants imprisoned or mal- 
treated by natives when he was discharging his duty as a Justice of the Peace in the pro- 
vinces, even though the primary cause of his being called upon to act might have been a 
breach of the peace by a British person, it could not have been maintained that the 
Court had no power to protect him, or rdease him from imprisonment ; and there seems 
to be equal reason in law, that the same power should have continued to subsist for the 
support and protection of those who act under the Commission of the Peace, which is 
issued by the Court, and whose proceedings under that commission are expressly sub- 
jected to the control of the Court. If a criminal in the provinces, amenable to the 
British law and to the Supreme Court, and to no other tribunal, be harboured and 
abetted by natives, surely they are not to set at defiance the Justice of the Peace who is 
to apprehend him, and the Supreme Court to whom the Justice is answerable. We are 
aware of its having been said, that the Charter exceeded in some particulars, and went 
beyond the words of the statute. We do not admit this to havo been the case ; but 
consider, on the contrary, that the directions of the statute, that the Court should exer- 
cise all criminal jurisdiction, and that the jurisdiction should extend to all the King’s 
subjects who should reside in the provinces, implied and made it absolutely necessary 
that there should be a power similar to that of the Justices of the King’s Bench, extending 
throughout the provinces; but even if this necessity had not been created by the statute, 
the Charter, for every purpose that was within the King’s prerogative, and which was not 
prohibited in express terms by the statute, would not have been the less valid and eflTectual. 
Supposing the provinces tb have become British dominions, then whether the statute 
sufficiently declared that the Judges of the Supreme Court were to be Conservators of the 
Peace throughout the provinces or not, it is certain that it did not constitute any other 
persons, so as to preclude the Crown from exercising its prerogative of entruMiilg that 
duty to the Judges. The will and intention of the Crown upon tins point, was declared 
in very plain words in the fourth clause of the Charter, and the powW there given (whe^ 

ther 
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ther-4t was or was not meant that there was to be any concurrent power, surviving out of 
the former Mahomedan government), was indicated both by the words and the nature 
and objects of the power, to be one which was to operate upon all witliinihe sphere 
of its action, without distinction of persons, 

20. A second brancli of authority and jurisdiction given by Charter was that of hearing 
and determining all picas, real, personal or mixed, respecting things real or personal in 
Bengal, Behar or Orissa, and all pleas of which the cause should accrue against the East. 
India Company, or any of the King's subjects who should be resident within Bengal, 
Behar or Orissa, and against any other person who at the time of action brought, or 
cause of action accruing, should bo directly or indirectly employed by or in the service 
of the Company, or any other subject of the King ; and in cases in which the cause of 
action should exceed 500 rupees, against every other person whatsoever inhabitant of 
India, and residing in Bengal, Behar or Orissa, who should agree in writing, that in 
case of dispute the matter should bo determined in the Supreme Court; and in such 
cases it was provided that if the suit should bo brought in any of the Courts of Justice 
already established in the provinces, either party might appeal to the Supreme Court, 
which might by writ command the parties to surcease proceedings in the Provincial 
Court, and take upon itself the determination of the suit. 

21. A third branch of jurisdiction was that of a Court of Oyer and Terminer for the 
town of Calcutta and factory of Fort William, and tlie factories subordinate thereto; 
and the Charter empowered the Court to try all crimes and misdemeanors committed 
within the town or factory, and the other factories, and to inquire, hear and determine, 
and award judgment and execution of, upon and against all treasons, murders, crimes, 
misdemeanors and oppressions committed in the provinces or countries called Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa, by any of the subjects of his Majesty, or any person employed by or 
in the service of the Company, or of any subject of his Majesty, and for this purpose to 
award and issue writs to the SiierifT to arrest and seize the bodies of such utTeuders, and 
to do all other necessary acts. 

22. If these parts of the Charter, without a reference to those treaties, agreements and 
circumstances which we have before noticed, had been strictly insisted upon and rigidly 
enforced, it seems to us that it might have been very difficult to maintain in law, that 
subsequently to the 13 Geo. III. c. 63, and supposing the provinces to have become in 
any manner dominions of the King, there could be any person domiciled within them, 
unlels it might be the inliabitants of the European factories, who were not to be con- 
sidered for the time at least subjects of his Majesty, and consequently, according to the 
words of the Charter, amenable to the Supreme Court, both in civil and criminal suits ; 
but by an indulgent construction of the Act and Charter, in conjunction with the agree- 
ments which had been made by the Company with the Native Princes, and by supposing 
that such parts and powers of the old governments still subsisted as were not expressly 
superseded by the statute or Charter, those who could be considered as living under the 

* protection of the Nizamut or Mahomedan system of law and government over which the 
Naib Subah had recently been placed, seem, from the first, to have been held upon the 
grounds which have been already stated, to be exempted from the jurisdiction of the 
Suprame Court as a Court of Pleas and Court of Oyer and Terminer; but even these 
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were held liable to be summoned and compelled to attend the Court as witnesses^ and 
without such a liability the Court would have been unable to perform many of the impor- 
tant functions expressly and unambiguously assigned to it by the Crown and the Legis- 
lature. 

23. These complicated circumstances, of which we have endcavoiirofl to present an 
accurate statement^ could not subsist for any length of time in the indistinct fonn in 
which they were left without disturbance. Those disputes and disgraceful contests 
between the Governor and Council on the one snle, and the Judges on the other, 
ensued, on which we wish to make only one observation, namely, tlint an impression has 
been created that the Judges greatly exceeded their authority as dehnod in the Act and 
Charter, but that we believe it will be found on examination that this was not the case, 
nor considered by the Parliament to be so ; and tlie Act of the 21 Geo. Ill, c. 70, in 
which it was found necessary to provide an indemnity for the unlawful resistance of the 
Court by the Governor and Council and the Advocate-General, made no similar provision 
for the .Judges. The misfortune appears to have been, that the Legislature had passed 
the Act of the 13 Geo. III. c. G3, without fully investigating what it was that they were 
legislating about, and if the Act did not say more than was meant, it seems at least to 
have said more than was well understood. 

24 . Some important enactments wxrc accordingly made by the statute of the 
21 Geo. 111. c. 70, as to the powers and jurisdiction to be exercised by the (*ourt 
in future : l^'irst, that the Court should not have any jurisdiction in any matter concerning 
the revenue, or acts done in the collection thereof according to the usage of the country, 
or the regulations of the Governor- General and Council ; and it was expressly declared 
to be expedient that the inhabitants of the provinces should be maintaincfl and pro- 
tected ill the enjoyment of all their ancient law^s, usages, rights and privileges; the 
Governor- General and Council were declared b) be a Court of Record, which might law’- 
fully hold all appeals from the Country or Provincial Courts in civil causes, with a 
further appeal to his Majesty in Council in suits, of which the value should be cPj,00() 
and upwards ; that the same Court of the Governor- General and Council should hear and 
determine all otliMices, abuses and e.xtortions in the collection of the revenue, and punish 
the same at discretion, provided that the punishment did not extend to death, maiming 
or perpetual imprisonment ; and that the Governor-General and Council should have 
power to frame regulations for the Provincial Courts, which his Majesty in Council might 
disallow or amend ; that no person shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court by reason merely of his holding land, or collecting the revenue from lands held by 
him, or under him ; nor in any matter of inheritance or succession to land or goods, or 
ordinary matter of dealing or contract, by reason of his being in the service of the Com- 
pany, or the Govcniineiit, or of any native or descendant of a native of Great Britain, but 
only in actions for wrongs, or upon special agreement in writing, to submit to the decision 
of the Supreme Court. The Governor- General and Council were exempted from the 
jurisdiction of the Court for any act or order done or made by them in their public 
capacity ; and a similar immunity was extended to those acting under such order, unless 
it shall extend to any British subject, in which case the jurisdiction of the Court was 
retained. The Governor and Council in other cases continue to be responsible to Courts 
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ii^ England ; and provisions were made for the parties obtaining through the Supreme 
Court copies of any orders complained of, and also' having the evidence in India taken by 
the Supreme Court. Provincial . Magistrates, as well natives as British subjects, exer- 
cising jiidiciaUoffices in the country Courts, were exempted from actions in the Supreme 
Court for wrong or injury for any judgment, decree or order of their Courts; and the 
like exemption was extended to all persoas acting under such orders ; and in case of an 
intention to bring any information in the Supreme Court against any such Officer or 
Magistrate for any corrupt act, a certain notice was directed to be given before the parJj^ 
could be arrested, or other proceedings could be taken against him. There was a proviso 
ill the Act, that the Supreme Court should have full power and authority to hear and 
determine all and all manner of actions and suits against all the inhabitants of Calcutta ; 
but that the inheritance and succession to lands and goods, and ^11 contracts, should be 
determined by Mahomedan nr Hindu law respectively, where the defendant was a 
Mahonicdan or Hindu ; that the rights of fathers and masters of faiiiibes should be pre- 
served ; that nothing done according to the law of caste within the family should be 
deemed a crime ; and that the process of the Court should be accommodated to the 
religion and manners of the natives. 

25. It is deserving of remark, that in the statute, although the existence of the Pro\in- 
cial Courts for, the determination of civil causes is noticed, and the Governor- General 
and Council are empowered to correct abuses iii the collection of the revenue by any 
punishment short of death, maiming or perpetual iinprisonnieut, there is no Provincial 
or Country Court of Criminal Justice mentioned ; and up to the time at least of that 
statute, the Supreme Court as a Court of Oyer and Terminer, and the Court of Quarter- 
Sessions, are the only ones recognized by statute as capable, in the Presidency of Fort 
William, of hearing and determining charges of crimes and misdemeanors agiiinst the 
law, otlier than abases in the collection of the revenue. In fact, the present Nizainut 
Adawlut. and the whole system of Criminal Courts subordinate to it, have not been 
founded by a power created by the Crown or Parliament ; they were referred to in the 
last statute by which the Government of India was renewed, namely, the 513 Geo. III. 
c. 155 ; but they were formed us British Courts by regulations of the Goveriiur- General 
in Council, upon and out of the still subsisting Mahomedan Criminal Courts over which 
the Naib Subah had presided, and they are a coutiimauce of those Courts in a regulated 
form, not a new creation. In 1773 there had not been any power created by the Oown 
or Parliament under which, except for revenue offences, the Indian Governments could 
establish Criminal Courts subsequent to the Charter of the 10 ill. III., anti the powers 
of establishing Courts given in that Charter seem to have been entirely suijerscded by the 
Charters of 17*J6 and 1753. 

26. Since the Act of the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, die jurisdiction which the Supreme Court 
possessed in Bengal, Behar and Orissa has been extended over all the vast territories 
which are now under the Presidency of Fort William, and there have been several enact- 
ments affecting the Court in various ways ; but it is not necessary to_ state them seriatim. 
Tlie foundations of its jurisdiction have been shown, and it appears to us ; first, the Court 
has now by law the super! iiteiidenco and control of the Commission of the Peace through- 
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out every part of the provinces of the Presidency of Fort William^ in the same way as 
the Court of King's Bench has it m England ; that the power of Justices of the Peace 
is one which^ for the most part, must of necessity be e\ercised without discrimination of 
persons, and that the superintending power of the Court is of a corresponding character j 
that as a branch of the power given to it by the fourth clause of the Charter for the con- 
servation of the peace, and for the kindred object of relief against oppressions, which are 
upon breaches of the peace, the Court possesses and exercises 
the power of issuing writs of habeas corpus to relieve from false imprisonment ; that this 
power is not locally limited to the town of Calcutta, but is co-extensivo with the super- 
intending powders of the Judges, as supreme conservators of the peace ; and that inastuucli 
as British persons at least and natives employed by the Company or tlie Government, or 
any olhcr British persons, are liable to be sued in the Supreme Court for trespasses, or 
indicted for ofteiices committed in the provinces ; and that for any corrupt act an informa- 
tion will lie against a judicial officer, whether iiati\e or European. It would be incon- 
gnious if a writ of habeas corjms might not be directed to any of these, if the act com- 
plained of should include a continuing and subsisting false imprisonment. With respect 
also to the natives generally who reside in the provinces under the Mahoinedan law and 
the regulations of (iovernment, it would he nncandidif we were not to admit, that before 
we saw the decision of the Privy Council upon the petititioii of Sir John Grant we 
should have said, upon a mere question of legal construction, that the Court had a right 
to direct a writ of habeas eorpm nd subjiciendum to a native, for the purpose of reliev- 
ing another native from false imprisonment, because we look upon this writ as a branch 
of the powers given by the fourth clause of the Charter, principally and especially for the 
conservation of the peace and other objects closely connected with it ; and conceiving 
that those powers must generally extend in law to all classes of persons where they 
operate at all, wc should have been at a loss to find any legal ground for restricting the 
use of that particular writ in a diiTcrciit way from the exercise of the other powers 
derived from the same clauses and sentence of the Charter. At the same time wc would 
wish it to be understood, that we have never considered that in such a case the statute of 
Charles II. would be compulsory upon us, but that the application must be made under 
the fourth clause of the (.’barter, and upon the ground of our having a similar power to 
that whicli the .lustlces of the King's Bench have at conunon law ; and as we should 
always have thought, that in those circumstances we should have had to exercise some 
discretion, we do not conceive that we should have issued the writ upon the complaint of 
a native against a native resident in the provinces, where tliere was any other lawful 
power competent and willing to aiford more convenient relief, 'llie decision of the Privy 
Council wc receive with the utmost deference, and we are bound by law, and feel every 
inclination to regulate our proceedings by it; but it is only the more necessary for us, 
on this account, at a time whoa wc are informed that an act is about to pass declaratory 
of the jurisdiction of the Court, to point out that questions of difficulty may arise upon 
tliat decision. If a Btitish person, especially a Justice of the Peace, or his assistants, 
should be opposed, and any of them sliould suffer false imprisonment from a native in the 
provinces, is the Court without power to relievo them, when, if the party, being a British 
subject, should apply to the (juvcrniiient, and the Governor- General in Council should 

make 
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make any order in support of the native conjplained of^ those at least who should act 
under the order would be liable, as persons employed by British subjects, to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Supremo Court, by die express reservation in the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, s. 3. The 
jurisdiction of the Court, as a Court of Civil Pleas, since the statute of the 21 Geo. Ill 
c. 70, extends first to the hearing' and determining' of all manner of actions against the 
iuliabitants of Calcutta, and on account cliiofly of the innumerable difficulties which British 
persons would have to encounter in jiursuing their claims in the Country Courts. This 
term inhabitants " has always been understood to have been intended by Parliament 
to comprise all who have dwelling-houses, and carry on trade in Calcutta. Secondly, the 
Court has jurisdiction over all actions of a transitory nature, and all of a local nature, of 
which the cause arises in any of the provinces of this Presidency, against any subject of 
the King residing in these provinces at the time of the cause of action accruing or action 
brought, or any person residing there, who shall have agreed' in writing to submit the 
matter, in case of dispute, to the Supreme Court, and without any agreement against any 
person in the service of the Company, or of a British subject, for any wrong or injury ; but 
the whole of (his jurisdiction is -ubjccted to exception, that the C*ourt is not to interfere in any 
mutter arising out of the coUectiou of the revenue ; and the terms ** subjects of the King” 
is certainly now to be construed with a reference to the considerations before rnentiuned, 
and to the provisions in the statute of 21 Geo. Ill, c. 73, by which it was declared that 
the Mahumedans and Hindus wore to have their own laws, and that there were courts 
in the provinces for the administration of them in civil cases, from which the appeal lay 
to the Governor-General In Council. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, as a Court 
of Oyer and Terminer, is established first throughout certain places withiti wliicli it 
operates, without any distinction of persons. In practice, these have for many years 
been coiisidcTcd to be confracted to the limits merely of the town of Calcutta, and any 
factories which may at any time be subordinate (o it, and there is a provision by statute, 
under which the limits of the town of Calcutta have been settled by the Governor-General 
in Council ; hut originally the local jurisdiction of the Court of Oyer ami 1 erniinor, 
according to the words of the statutes and charters, included at least a surrounding 
district, as well as all the outlying factories, and as a legal question, it is nut free from 
uncertainty what the limits arc now. Cliinsurah in Bengal, and Penang, Singapore and 
Malacca, stand in this respect in a very singular predicament at present, which will be 
easily understood by a reference to the statutes which provided for the Dutch possessions 
that wore ceded in 1824 being transferred to the Cvompaiiy, and when in relation to the 
three last-nientioned places, the fact is adverted to, that the Presidency of Prince of 
Wales’ Island has been recently abolished by the Directors, and tfiat the places of 
which it consisted have been made dependencies of Bengal, hut that there is still a Charter 
of Justice ft>r the Presidency uncancelled, but under which there is no body in India now 
who is authorized to act. Secondly, the Court of Oyer and Tenniner has a power of 
trying all offences committed by his Majesty's subjects, or any person emjiloyed by them 
within the Presidency, or by any of his Majesty’s subjects anywhere between the Cape 
- of Good Hope and Straits of Magellan, but in this instance also, the term “ subjects,” it 
seems, is to be construed with nearly the same restrictions that have been nuticeil in 
speaking of the jurisdiction as a Court (J Civil Pleas, although, as it has already been 
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observed, the Criminal Courts in the provinces do not date their origin from any Parlia- 
mentary enactinenfs. By the recent statute of 9 Geo. IV. c. 74, ss. 7, 8, 56, 70, provi- 
sions are made, without any distinction between native and British persons, for the trial 
by the Supreme Courts of particular oflTeiices, whtMiever the offender is apprehended or 
fuiiid witliin the jurisdiction of the Court, altliougli the offence may have been committed 
elsewhere. In cases of Hindus, however, the Court is forbidden by the 21 Geo. 111. 
c. 70, s. 18, to trt\Tt as a crime anything which is done within the family of the party 
according to the law of caste, and the same statute, by the 8th section, seems to pro- 
liibit the Court in its capacity of a Court of Criminal Justice, no less than as a Court of 
Civil Pleas, from ha\ing any jurisdiction, as to anything done in the collection of the 
revenue, according to the usage or to the regulation of the Governor- General in Council. 
It is lut necessary to stale over again the powers which are to be exercised by the Court 
in assistance of the Superior Courts in Kiigluiid, or of proceedings in Parliament; but we 
wish them to be borne in mind, more especially for the purpose of showing the necessity 
which tliere is, if these duties are to be required from the Court, that its process for the 
procuring of witnesses and other purposes should be effectual in all parts of the pro- 
vinces. This necessity, indeed, is found equally in the exercise of its jurisdiction us a Court 
of Civil Pleas and a Court of Oyer and Terminer ; and without a power to take the lands 
as well as the persons and goods of those who are liable to be sued in the Court, its 
judgments, in many cases, would require to be aided by the Government, or the Courts 
established in the provinces ; and to make that aid effectual, it ought not to be precarious, 
but a matter of right. These observations, liowe\er, are applicable to the supposition 
of the (’’oiirt continuing for the most part as at present constituted ; if the altera- 
tions recommended in the latter part of this letter should be thought deserving of 
attention, there would be an opportunity, by means of a Legislative Council, of provid- 
ing, with the sanction of the Governor-General in Council, for the execution of the process 
of the Court, iiotwithstaiKiiiig any contraction of its sphere of jurisdiction. At present there 
are statutes of later dates than these already mentioned, which have created additional 
occasions for the exercise of the powers of the Court in the provinces, as for instance, in 
taking evidence upon Divorce Bills in the House of Lords ; and the 26 Geo. III. c. 57, 
presents cases in which the Court would have to enforce in any part of the Presidency, 
by Exchequer process, the execution of judgments obtained in England. In addition also 
to these branches of jurisdiction, though it is necessary to abstain from stating tliera at 
length, it must not be foigotton that the Court has extensive powers, which must be 
exercised in the provinces, as incident to‘its other jurisdictions, especially that of a Court 
of Equity, and that of a ( ourt for the relief of insolvent debtors. 

27. Such, as far as we can conveniently state it in this letter, wo conceive to be at 
present the power and jurisdiction of the Court according to law ; and if it should be 
thought right, either by a declaratory statute or by new enactments, to take away any 
part of it, or to correct the mistakcHi supposition of its existence, we hope it will not be 
forgotten that distinct provisions ought to be made by which it may appear how the same 
objects are to be accomplish<*d, and the same occasions are to be answered by some other 
tribunal or power, ^^'c have next to advert to various circumstances which, in some 
respects, have thrown doubt and obscurity upon the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
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which iu others impede its powers, and in many make it doubtful whether the exercise of 
them be productive of good or evil. 

28. The Court was founded with views which have never been accomplished^ and many 
of the original provisions are necessarily ill suited to the state of things which has ensued, 
so different from that for uhich they were intended. It appears to have been thought 
by those who framed the statute of 13 Geo. 111. c. 63, that by opening a Court of Bri- 
tish law, and by giving to Government and the Court together a power of making regu- 
lations, all the British possessions and system of Government, and the whole people, 
might have been gradually brought to range themselves in subordination to that Court 
and Government, in a state of union; but from a train of circumstances, which need not 
be discussed here, the Court and Government were very soon placed in a state of oppo- 
sition, and the inhabitants were studiously divided. The jurisdiction which the ('onrt 
had subsequently exercised has always been essentially of a very peculiar character, and 
has had many difficulties inseparably connected with it. It is an excliisi\o personal juris- 
liiction as to a particular class, thinly scattered over a wide extent of country, amongst a 
dense population, who arc considen^d to be themselves, for the most part, exempt from 
the jurisdiction, and to live under a very different system of law. In every part of these 
territories, nevertheless, the prcxiess of fhe Court must be enforced, and even lands must 
occasionally be seized and divided or sold, although there is an absolute prohibition 
against the jurisdiction being exercised in any matter of revenue, which revenue is, in fact, 
a .share, and a very large one, in every parcel of land throughout the Presidency. 

29. These difficulties are aggravated by an obscurity which has been permitted to hung 
about the relations in which the Indian territories and the Company stand to the Crown 
and Parliament. Our own \iew is plainly and simply that the bulk of the Indian terri- 
tories must be considered as having been annexed by conquest and cession to the Crown 
of the United Kingdom, but subject, of course to the observance, of all treaties, capitu- 
lations and agreements, according to the real intent and meaning of them, which have 
attended any cession, and which still continue in force ; that to a certain extent British 
law has been introduced, but that, on the other hand, a very large portion of the old 
laws of the country had been left standing, though under the adniinistration of British 
persons, the leading distinction being that British law and British Courts have been intro- 
duced for British persons, and Mahoniedaii Courts and laws permitted to remain for 
Mahomedan and Hindu persons ; and these Mahomedan laws and Courts have been 
subsequently modified by a certain legislative or regulating power, which itself also has 
been a continuation of the old legislative powders of the Native (Jovernment, permitted, 
and in some instances recognized, by Parliament. 'I'he so\ereignty of the Crown of the 
United Kingdom wo hold to be established throughout all the provinces which have been 
formally annexed to the Presidencies, and as an incident of the sovereignty, that the 
King in Council has in some cases the actual exercise, and in all the right, whenever the 
Crown may see fit to exercise it, of deciding upon appeals in the last resort, and super- 
intending the administration of justice ; that the Imperial Parliament has as absolute a 
right of legislating for all purposes as in the United Kingdom itself ; but tliat the East- 
India Company, in consequence of a long chain of events, being the most convenient 
depository and organ of the powers which it is necessary should be iu action upon the 
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spoC have had the Government principally entrusted to them; and being thus put 
ill the place of those parts of the old governiiients> by which the ancient and still 
subsisting laws and legislation of the country were wont formerly to be carried on, they 
exercise, through the Governors in Council and their officers, not only the functions 
3 ])ecihcally assigned to them by the Crown and Parliament, but some powers also in the 
administration of justice and in legislation, which, as we have already explained, are not, 
strictly speaking, derived from the Crown or Parliament as their origin, but are portions 
of the old institutions, which have been permitted by the Crown and Parliament to con* 
tinuCj and have been by Parliament entrusted for limited periods to the management of 
the Company, and recognized as subsisting in their hands. Excepting any formal ques- 
tions which may arise out of the titular honours and nominal authority enjoyed by any 
Native Princes w'ithiu the Presidencies, there are only two points on which, as far as we 
are aware, any positively different opinion exists. It seems to have been thought by 
some that the Company’s powers of political government rest at present, not only upon 
the statutes by which they have latterly been entrusted or continued to them for limited 
periods, but also on those parts of the Charters of 1698 and 17‘26, by which they w'ere 
authorized to coin money and maintain troops, and do other acts which belong purely to 
political go\ erument ; w hereas we should be of opinion that such powers of political 
government as were given by the Charter for the maintenance and protection of the 
exclusive trade, have been merged and extinguished in the larger powers which have 
been given by statute for the purposes of dominion, and that there cannot now be any 
occasion upon which those minor powers w^ould revive, although the Charters are not 
on that account the less valid and effectual to secure to the Company, at all events, 
their corporate capacity, their property of every sort, and their right to trade in 
common with other British subjects. Secondly, tliere is a notion which, we are 
inclined to think, has arisen merely from the indistinct use of a particular term ; and 
in adverting to it, wc are anxious to guard against the supposition of our having 
experienced any difficulty from any expression of it by those with whom our duties have 
brought us into intercourse. But amongst those who have treated of the subject, some 
certainly speak of the Company as having succeeded"' to the powers of the old Native 
Governments, and seem to found a certain claim of right upon this notion of succession ; 
whereas wc apprehend that, although to a certain extent the Company does hold the 
place of tlio old governments, it is not by any succession, as distinguished from acquisi- 
tion, but that, having been the mslrument and agents of conquests, or the means through 
which cessions have been obtaiiioci, and having come into possession in that way, they 
have been permitted to retain it for a certain term, by the enactments of Parliament. 
We may, perhaps, be in error in supposing that any consequence is attached to this dis- 
tinction ; the subject, however, has been so little brought forward, that the circumstance 
of the Crown and Parliament having exercised little or no control over some parts of 
these judicial and legislative powers, which have survived the old government, has been 
followed by an indistinctness of apprehension as to the real nature of them. The Presi- 
dent and Board will remember, that it has heretofore been made a question, whether 
the Company had not, what has been called, in terms not very easy to be understood, a 
delegated sovereignty ; at other limes it has been alleged that the Mogul Emperor still 
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retained a nominal and formal sovereignty. Some have suggested doubts whether the 
continuing possession of the Company, notwithstanding its being a creation of the British 
Crown and Parliament, is not a mark that the Indian territories have never yet becMi 
reduced into possession by the British Crown. It cannot be necessary to show, in detail, 
that any doubts upon points, such as these, wherever they may exist, or upon whatever 
occasions they may be stated, must be a source of embarrassment to Judges who have 
to issue process and execute judgment in the King’s name, in all parts of the provinces, 
who may at any time be called upon to ascertain the rights in India, not i)nly of British 
persons, but of the subjects of the Christian powers in amity with the British CroiVn, and 
who, in law, are supposed to have the control throughout all parts of the Presidency of the 
commission of the peace. Questions arising out of the most important statutes, 
such as the Navigation and Registry Acts, the Mutiny Acts and others, exist in an 
undecided state, and are scarcely prevented, but by managcmenl, from being brought 
forward for decision, which, whenever it is called for, must turn mainly upr)n the species 
of relation in which the Indian territories and the Company stand to the United King- 
dom. Some of the most important regulations of the Indian Government have been 
made without the direct or express authority of Parliament, and are most easily justified, 
as being the exercise of the old legislative powers of the former governments not super- 
seded, and therefore continuing to subsist. Some of the regidations, about were of 

this description. The imposition of taxes in the provinces is perhaps an instance, and it 
is a power which might come to be a subject of serious discussion, and, if British persons 
are to bo admitted to hold lands throughout India, of vital importance. 

30. An offspring of the uncertainty alluded to in the last section is the peculiar use 
which has been affixed to the terms “ British subjects” in the Statutes and C’harters 
relating to India, a source of difficulties to the Court which does and will increase. The 
corruption of the legal signification of these important terms, seems to have originated in 
the difficvilty which was felt in getting over the provisions of 13 Goo. III. c. 63, and of the 
Charter of Justice, by which the English laws were, in words, extended in these pro- 
vinces to all his Majesty’s subjects. The Directors, in their letter of the 19th of No- 
vember 1777^ to Lord Weymouth, asserted that the natives wore not British subjects ; 
but, notwithstanding all the difficulties of the times, and that the Ministers were 
pressed by the calamities of tlie American war, this point was not acknowledged 
even in the statute of 21 Geo. III. c. 70, though expressions and clauses were allowed 
to be introduced in the statute, from which the result has been that it is impos- 
sible to say who wore and who were not meant to be designated by those terms. 
Subsequently, as the British Governments in India proceeded in organizing the judicial 
system for the provinces, including Criminal Courts, it became necessary that they slioidd 
describe the natives as subjects at least of the British Government, and as owing alle- 
giance to it. Under all these circumstances, if the question had been raised in any 
English Co»irt of law, there would have been some difficulty in maintaining that the 
natives did not at any rate fall under the terms subjects of his Majesty,” wherever 
those words occurred in statutes relating to India. A direct decision, upon that question, 
however, has been avoided ; and to meet the difficulty, and with a view, perhaps, to other 
consequences, a distinction has been set up between British subjects,” and subjects of 
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the British Govenimont and it is maintained that generally where the term '' subjects” 
occurs in the Indian statutes, it means British subjects,” and does not include those who 
are only subjects of the British Government. There is no stable nor sufficient foundation 
provided for this construction at present ; for whatever restrictions the Parliament may 
think it right at any time to put upon their rights as subjects, it is certain that if the case 
of the/>oj/ nati of Scotland, and that of Campbell v. Hall, are of any authority, and if 
any of the Indian provinces have become British dominions, all who are bom within them 
are British subjects according to English common law, even though the Indian territories 
should be so far a distinct realm as to have a separate but subordinate right of legislation, 
and of holding Courts for tlie administration of justice. The distinction between British 
subjects and subjects of the British Govermiieiits in India, has nc^cr, we believe, been 
formally declared in any Act of Parliament, hut depends upon an ill-defined supposition 
of the continuance of the Alahomedan laws, and upon inferences to be drawn from the 
use of tile term 'MIritish subjects,” in several Statutes and Charters relating to India, 
especially the 21 Geo. III. c. 70, and the C’hartcrs of the Madras and Bombay Courts, 
and upon a fluctuating usage, so that it is quite impossible to say with any just confidence 
who they are who belong to the one class and who to the other. It seems to be agreed, 
indeed, that the terms '' British subjects,” as they must necessarily include all persons 
born ill Great Britain, or whose fathers or paternal grandfathers have been born there, 
.so they do not inchule any Mahoriiedaii or Hindu natives of the Iiulian provinces who are 
not inhabitants or natives of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, or any other place distinctly 
recognized as a British settlement or factory ; but between these two extremes there 
are many doubtful classes. Even the natives of Ireland would not necessarily fall 
under the terms British subjects,” as used in 21 Geo. HI. c. 70, s. 10. It is under- 
stood that the lawyers of the East- India Company have been of opinion that persons born 
in the British colonies are not, according to the use of the term in the Indian statutes, 
British subjects” by reason of their birth-place, nor unless they are descended from a 
British-born father or paternal grandfather. The natives of Jersey and Guernsey have 
not so strong a claim as those Christian persons born in Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, 
but not resident there ; and Hindus and Mahomedans, under similar circumstances, are 
liable to still more cogent doubts. Do cither Hindus and Mahomedans, or Indian Chris- 
tians burn in the pro\ inces, or Christian foreigners, because temporarily British subjects 
while domiciled in Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, .so that for oflences committed beyond 
the boundaries they w’ould stiU be amenable only to the Supreme Court? Are the 
native Christians or the subjects orChristiaii princes in amity with the Crown, who may 
reside in the pr(nuiices, to be classed with Mahomedans and Hindus, or with British 
subjects ? What is the etfect of the subsisting treaties with France and other Christian 
States in this respect? These and many similar cpiestions do every now and then arise, 
and it is only by perpetual contrivance that they are prevented from becoming more 
trouble.some. The statutes aiid Charters relating to India present various applications of 
the terms in question, and in several important instances the terms subjects” is used 
by itself, and it is mere speculation and controversy whether the adjunct British” is to 
be understood or not. These distinctions arc the more embarrassing, because the con- 
tinuance of the Nizamut, which aflforded some sort of explanation of them in Bengal, 
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Bebar and Orissa, cannot be alleged in respect of other parts of India, many of wliicli 
have come under the sovereignty of the British Crown by a course of circumstances which 
have left no shadow of any former sovereignty lingering behind, and which present no 
aiternalive, but that persons born there must be subjects of his Majesty in right of the 
British Crown, or subjects of nobody at all. 

31. The circumstance which perhaps more than any other has contributed to make the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court inconvenient, and which is perpetually brought forward 
as making its unfitness for the duties assigned to it, is not a vice of its original constitution, 
but the extension of its legal authority over the itiimense territories, wliich have been 
subsequently added to the Presidency of Fort William, it was not, perhaps, impossibh* 
that the Conrt might have been made competent to exercise an effectual and salutary 
jurisdiction throughout all Bengal, Behar and Orissa, wliich comprise the whole space to 
which its powers at first extended, but it never could have been itiatlo eonvenient by any 
ingenuity of legislation, that its powers of original jurisdiction should be exercised even 
as to Britisli persons throughout the present Presidency of Bengal, of wiiicli some parts 
are nearly a thousand miles distant from it, and where the means of communication are 
not so easy as in EngUuid; and as there has been an inclination rather to clog the powers 
of the Court than to invigorate them, it may easily be conceived that when called into 
exercise in a weak and shackled state upon so vast an area, they are at once ridiculously 
important, and yet very weak in the way. 

32. It appears to us to be matter for regret that there has never been any plan avowed 
and distinctly laid down for the gradual assimilation and union of the two systems wliicli 
it has been thought necessary, and wliich to a great extent it seems to be still necessary to 
maintain, for the British and the natives respectively. In 1773 there seems to have been 
at most only a temporary obligation to preserve any of the Maliominedan forms of 
Government, and they have by degrees been almost obliterated, but what has come in 
place of them rests partly on the old basis, and there arc still two systems scarcely less 
averse in principle than at first, working with discordant action, and within the same 
space. Nothing would be more unreasonable than to attempt to impose upon India 
generally the British laws as they exist in the United Kingtlom, or even in Calcutta ; 
but wo are confident that before this time, if there had been a hearty co-operation of all 
parts of the Indian Governments, one uniform system, not English yet not adverse to the 
constitution of the United Kingdom, might have been established in some provinces, to 
which both British persons and natives might have accommodated themselves, ami which 
would have been fitted at future opportunities to be extended to other districts. This 
would have been done, if the whole legislulivo and judicial powers of Government had 
been under ono control. But this has never been the case. The regulations of the 
Government for the provinces, and civil causes tried in the Provincial Courts, where the 
matter in dispute is of a certain value, arc iioniiiially subjected to the control of the 
King in Council as much as regulations which arc registered in the Supremo Court, or 
causes heard there ; but it is scarcely more than in name that this exists, and with the 
exception of a few appeals in civil cases, it may be said that the legislative and judicial 
functions of the Indian Government in tlio provinces, extensive and active as they are, 
and including the whole process of criminal law, arc exercised under no other control 
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than that of (he Directors and the Commissioners for the affairs of India^ whilst the admi- 
nistration of law for British persons in Imlia is in theory independent botli of the Indian 
Governments, the Directors and the Board, and British subjects who choose to abide at 
tile seats of Government cannot be directly subjected to any legislation but that of Par- 
liament, or regulations registered iti the Supreme Courts. In these circumstances, it has 
naturally been the inclination of those who have had the principal influence in Indian 
affairs, to build separately upon the foundations of that system which is the most sub- 
jected to themselves, and as it were belongs to them, rather than to bring the remains 
of the old institutions of the country into any subordination to Courts established 
upon the basis of Parliamentary enactment, and in many respects certainly ill adapted 
to the circumstances of the country. Thus two principles of Government have been 
maintained in a sort of antagonism, which thwarts and weakens each, and is not in any 
way advantageous to either. If the one was to ])revail even to the exclusion of the 
other, the result must be an interference of the Imperial Legislature to reduce the 
Indian territories to their true relation with the United Kingdom, that of distinct, but 
entirely dependent dominions, with peculiar though not adverse laws, separate but 
entirely subordinate powers of internal legislation, and an administration of justice 
always liable in all its branches if not actually subject to the superintendence and con- 
trol of the King in Council, or some other Court of the United Kingdom, or at least of 
some Court constituted by the Crow'ii. Why should not the moat convenient district 
that can be named in these vast territories be set apart for the purpose of forming upon 
this basis one harmonious system, suited to all classes of persons, and compounded of 
the two jarring ones which at present divide the people, debilitate the administration ol* 
justice, and harass the Government It has been said that this would be like breaking 
otf a part of the mass for the purpose of making experiments upon it ; but every body 
seems to be agreed that .something must be done. We disclaim all thought of pro- 
ceeding otherwise than with the utmost caution, and we seem to difler from those who 
are adverse to the selection of one province principally in this respect, that we think it 
wiser to attempt the introduction of a better system upon a small scale at first, and in 
that place only where all tlie force of (jovernment may be most readily applied in its 
support, and where its progres.s would be most immediately subjected to the presence 
and inspection of those who must direct it. 

.'13. The next head of diflicullies is one of which we feel considerable difficulty in 
speaking. But our motives, and the necessity of exhibiting the whole of the case, must 
be our apology for .saying, that some of the inconvenience to which the Court is subjected, 
and some of which it is the apparent cause, are attributable to the imperfections of the 
Acts of Parliament and Letters Patent under which it has to act, or by which it is 
aflected. It w'ould seem as if, either from the intricacy of the subject, or an apprehen- 
sion that difficulties would be encountered in Parliament when modifications of the powers 
of the Supreme Court have been desired, they have been sought not by positive and 
plain enactment, but by the introduction of something in an Act or Charter which, 
without being likely to excite too much discussion at the time, might be available 
afterwards as showing an intention on the part of the legislating power to make the 
required provision. Nothing can be more vague in most respects tlian the important 
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statute of 21 Geo. Ill, c. 70 ; it provided that persons should not be subject to the juris- 
diction of the Court for this or for that reason, but left it nearly as open to argument as 
it was before, whether all those must not be held liable who could be shown to be 
subjects of his Majesty ; it left in the hands of the Goveriirneiit powers of general 
legislation, and of life and death, which it did not notice, while it specifically imparted to 
them limited powers of making regulations, and inflicting in certain cases punishment 
short of death. It employed tlie terms British subjects” and European British 
subjects in such a manner, that it is impossible to say what was really meant by 
them ; it impressly loft to the Supreme (‘ourt the determination of all suits respecting 
the lands of certain classes of the natives, yet forbade it to exercise juiisdiction in 
any matters connected with the revenue, which is a part of all land throughout all 
India; and, finally, it made certain provisions for registration, which were palpably im- 
practicable from the first, and were scarcely attemjited to be carH^'d into execution. We 
ivould rather not go through the invidious task of ])oiuting out the indirect and inconclu- 
sive, but not therefore inoflectual provisions of later statutes ; but we can scarcely avoid 
to notice some of the variations which have been introduced in the Charters of the Supreme 
('ourts at Madras and Bombay . and the doubts and difliculty which arise out of them, 
'Hie Acts of Parliament which directed the issuing of these Letters Patent provided, 
that they should confer the same powers on the new ( ’ourfs as those which were j>ossesse<l by 
the Court at Fort William; bul notwithstanding this, the powers granted are materially 
difterent. To pass over the diflerences as to the appuiiitmenr of Sheritts, aiul the admission 
of barristers and attornies, it will ho found that in the definition of the juris<liction of the 
more reeentCourts, there are w'ords which purport to restrict their powers generally to such 
persons as have heretofore been described and distinguished by the appellation of “ British 
subjects;’’ whereas, as it would have seemed to us, the powers which the Justices of 
Peace and the (’oiirts were to possess in (lie provinces as Conservators of the Peace, and 
a>i presiding over the Conimisssion of the Peace, whether the criterion of their extent was to 
be the extent of those granted to the Court at Fort William, or the possibility of their 
being used to any good purpose, must bo exercised, if exercised at all, w ithout distinction 
of persons. Again, the Bt»nibay Court is prohibited from interfering in any matter con- 
cerning the revenue even within the town of Bombay, which is directly opposed to the 
53 Geo. III. c. 15.5, ss. 100. Then all natives are exempted from appearing in the 
Courts at Madras and Bombay, unless the circumstances be altogether such as that they 
might be compelled to appear in the same manner in what is called a Nati\'e C'ourt. 
This would for many purposes place the Court entirely at the disposal of the Govern- 
tneiit, who regulate the usages of the Co»infry Courts as they please, and whether any 
suit arising beyond the limits of the tow ns of Madras and Bombay should be determined 
at all, or whether any oftence committed there should be punished by the Court, or 
whether it should be able to collect evidence in aid of any proceedings in England, would 
come to depend entirely upon the pleasure of the Government. Whether this would be 
right or not is not the question ; it is inconsistent with the duties assigned to the Courts 
by subsisting statutes. In the clause which purports to define the Admiralty jurisdiction 
of the Court at Bombay in criminal cases, its powers are restricted to such persons as 
would bo amenable to it in its ordinary jurisdiction, which is again at variance with the 
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53 Geo. III. c. 155, a. 110, if it is to be understood from this passage in tlie Charter, 
that the jurisdiction was inouiit to be limited to such persons as have been usually 
described as British subjects; but it is not very clear what is to be understood by 
ordinary, as opposed to any extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court, and this indeed i.s 
another species of the defects which we are noticing, namely, that limitations of 
the jurisdiction have been thus introduced by allusion rather than plain declaration. In 
»)ne way or another, sometimes by the mention of some qualification of the powers of the 
Court occurring in an Act or Charter, which has been afterwards insisted upon as a 
recognition ; sometimes by a vague recognition of counter institutions, which have been 
already set on foot without any express authority, and which afterwards, upon the 
strength of the recognition, are amplified and extended ; sometimes by the jurisdiction of 
the Supremo Court being stated in such a way as to leave it to be inferred that the 
vxpn^ssio vnins is the exclusio alteriua ; sometimes by provisions, which to persons 
unacquainted with India may have ajipeared to bo of little consecpieiice, but which in 
reality involve a great deal ; sometimes when Parliament lias provided that now Courts 
should be established upon the same footing as the old one, by something finding its way 
into the constitution of the new' Courts, which is essentially ditferent from the old, and 
w'ould be destructive of their clHciency. In some or all of these ways the Supreme 
Courts have come to stand at last, in circumstances in which it is a very hard matter to 
say what arc their rights, their duties or their use. 

3*1. Though we attribute the principal Imperfections and inconvenience of the Supreme 
C^ourt to th(' sources which we have described, we have already intimated that there were 
inherent and almost insuperable difficulties connected with its original constitution, and 
the circumstances with which it has always had to deal ; and we by no means intend to 
assert, that tliere have never been any faults on the part of those by whom the duties of 
it have been coiiductoJ. The application of the forms of British law to the settlement 
differences amongst the Hindus and Mahomedans, even of Calcutta, is full of difficulty; 
the Hindu laws especially are one of those ancient systems which have existed, in a certain 
*»tag(» of society, all over Asia, and a great part of Europe, and of which the main spring 
has been the influence of the priesthood. When this has been removed, and laws, which 
were calculated to be maintained by persuasion, by sacerdotal influence, or religious awe, 
have to be enforced by means of English Courts and lawyers and the legal process of 
writs of execution, it is scarcely possible that the machinery should work well. This 
remark is peculiarly applicable to the family quarrels of the Hindus ; but the inconve- 
nience, great as it is, seems to he necessarily connected, for a time, with the marvellous 
position in which England is placed in relation to India. The ordinary state of a Hindu 
family, in respect of property, is that of coparcenery between the males ; but any one 
member lias a rig lit to claim a partition. Upon tlie death of a Mahomedan, bis property, 
including land, is shared amongst his relations, according to peculiar rules, which make it 
necessary, for the purpose of calculation, to consider it as subdivided into very minute 
portions. The mode of settling all cases of this kind in the Supreme Court is by suits 
in eejuity ; and it may easily be imagined, tliat trouble, expense aiul delay must attend 
such proceedings, in which innumerable papers and accounts of many years standing, in 
three or four languages, must bo produced, translated, given in evidence, and investigated. 
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and in which, after all the other ditficul ties have been overcimic, the decrees of the C’ourt. 
ine1udin|;r partitions of interesls in lauds, and consequently, the inspection, adnieasure- 
meiit, valuation and allotineiit of the lands are to be carried into execution by the Kuro- 
pean oifi<!era of the ('ourt in the provinces, where the uncertain interests of many parties, 
not included in the suit, arc involved in the same parcels ijf l.iiid; where the Courtis 
prohibited from inteiferinj^, in any way, with a revenue which is intniicitely and inextricably 
mixed up with every piece of land ; and wliere theC’oiirt is also re»anled somewhat in the 
li^^lit of an intruder, or, at least, a necessary evil, by the civil ofliciTs of the Government 
by whom the provinces are maiia|;red. Ad<l to tliis, that when once dissension has arisen in a 
native family, nothing' can exceed the perverseness with which their disputes are carried on* 
The object is no longer to obtain their rights, but to ruin each other. Sometimes they 
will make a truce for years, and then revive their contentions with fresh zeal. At all 
times they are ropr(*sented to be dithcult to deal with as clients, and, from understaiul- 
iijo- imperfectly the proceedinijs rjf an Kii^lish (\nirt, to be obstinate and suspicious. 
Besides, it cannot be expected that any class of the professional persons by whom the 
business of the ('ourt is t{) he condiiete l, should in ;»eneral be (juite equal, in all 
desirable qualifications, to (hose who exercise corrcspondiiu^ functions at home. It will 
not be snpp<)sed that we mean to make any exception, in this remark, of the hijLjhiT 
ortices, whicli at present are held by ourselves; but we have in view priiieipally the 
eondiu't and management of suits involvinj^ an intercourse with native clients under 
circumstances which are much more ditlicult, and much more opposed to an accurate and 
beneficial exercise of the lej-al profession than any that occur at home. In almost all 
suits for partition amonifst native families, there is another difliculty, from the Court 
liavinir to regulat*? the disposition of funds appropriated to the superstitious uses of their 
religions. Aj»'ain, some of the lon«>'est, most intricate, and expensive suits in the Court, 
have been occasioned by the cliaritable or religious bequests of (’hristians of the various 
sects which exist in India. Intln'-^e, some of the Supreme Courts have been called upon 
to apply tnoney to the benefit of Boinan Catholic establishments at Goa, in others to 
Greek or Armenian Churehe.s on Mount fiebanon, and to settle disputes between rival 
establishments of Capucliin Friars. A commission has been prayed to insjiect the records 
of the Vatican. One hig^ldy imporlaiit case, which loii*,^ has been, and still is, before 
this Court, and which there is little doubt will ultimately come before the King in 
('ouncil, presents the following circumstances : A Frenchman by birth, not outwardly 
professing any religion in particular, and who had for some time resided, and at last died 
at a very advanced age in the territory f)f Oude, which is, according to treaty, the separate 
doniinion of a Mahomedaii King, leaves great wealtli, a part of which is in land ; part ot 
which at the time of the death is in France, part within the kingdom of Oude, part in the 
provinces or Mofiissil of the Presidency of Fort William, and part within the town of 
Calcutta ; some of the personal property is vested in public securities of the British 
(Jovernment in India, and some in the English funds. By his will h^ bequeaths legacies 
and landed estates to relations in France, and gives pensions for life to a set of native 
concubines and servants in Oude, makes large charitable bequests to the city of 
Calcutta, and the city of Lyons in France, involving the establishment of public 
schools at both places, to be continued for ever ; and directs also the establishment 
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of what he calls a college^ but which is to be connected with a sort of caravanserai, 
where his tomb is to be lighted and watched, in the foreign and Maliomedau capita] 
of Lucknow ; and after providing for all these, there is likely to be a very large 
residue, respecting which his directions are very inexplicit, and to which, when they can 
be found out, the next of kin of a man who had left France in a state of poverty sixty 
years before, aiKl who had no kindred in India, have a dubious claim ; and there is landed 
property in Calcutta, to which his heir-at-law, when discovered, may also make a claim; and 
this heir, according to the English law, is not one of the next of kin, who are only of 
the half-blooil. The case is not brought into the Court until the assets have been 
many years in the hands of a mercantile firm, and are involved in a maze of accounts; 
once brought before it, however, the Court cannot decline tt) proceed, yet is only 
enabled to proceed in respect of the public charities at the instance of the Advocate- 
General of the Company, whose ollicial relations are in some respects calculated to 
embarrass his proceedings. When such circumstances may occur, and when it is recol- 
lected that the Court has no less than seven jurisdictions combined, as a C'ourt of King's 
Bench, a Court of Civil Pleas, a Court of Oyer and Terminer, a Court of Admiralty, a 
Court of Equity, an lllcclesiastical Court and a Court for the relief of Insolvent 
Debtors, it will injt perhaps bo thought surprising, if complaints against it should some- 
times arise out of the disputes of the suitorn; except, however in equity cases, there 
is no giound fur any complaint of delay ih tlie deteriiiiimtion of suits ; nor even in 
equity has the delay been at any time ascribable to the Judges. J'here are no arrears in 
any causes which are before them, and there scarcely ever have been any. The heavi- 
ness of the costs ill some equity suits we have no doubt is an evil, though perhaps not 
greater than in England ; and it will not be found to arise so much out of any particular 
fees, as from the misconduct or miscarriage of the equity suit.H, attributable, in a great 
degree, to the difficulties which we have noticed, but arising partly no doubt in some 
cases from the inattention or unskilful ness of professional men, and still more, perhaps, 
from the waywardness of the native clients. If wc were called upon to devise a remedy 
for such evils upon the suppcjsition of the continuance of the present constitution ainl 
jurisdiction of the Court, we do not know that we could suggest any other than a reform 
of the system of equity pleading and practice, a sclllemcnt of all bills of cost at stated 
periods of the year, by the Judges themselves, accompanied by a judicial examination 
into the conduct of each suit, a division of labour and allotment of business amongst the 
Judges, by which a more rigid discipline, if we may use the expression, in tlie conduct ot 
the whole business of the Court might be enforced, and, perhftps the establishment of a 
practice, by which the Judges might endeavour to arbitrate between the native suitors 
before they were fully coniniitted in a suit. 

35. We have now, however, in pursuance of the wish expressed in your letter to 
submit to the consideration of the President and Board, a general view of such arrange- 
ments as, in our opinion, would put the administration of the law in India upon a better 
footing. If wo bring forward considerations, which at first may appear to belong rather 
to policy than to law, we trust it will be perceived that this is rendered necessary by the 
unusual circumstances of the case ; for nearly all the difficulties of it arise out of a 
peculiar policy, by which the laws in India have been made personal in tlieir application, 

instead 
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instead of bein^, as in most other parts of the world, local. This circumstance occasions coi7ncil.s, 
unfortunately a certain difference of opinion, which will be noticed in a subsequent part 
of this letter, between the two who sign it. Wc are sensible also that by reason of Judges’ 
political measures being thus necessarily involved in our recommendations, wc run the Observations ^on 
risk of suggesting what may be at variance with views already formed, or with transcen- Systrm. 

dant considerations of general policy, of which we have no information. This is a disad- 
vantage for which we have no other help than to beg, that what wo offer may be received 
as it is offered, in the light of very humble suggestions, tendered with much distrust of 
our own judgments, and with no other desire than to a.ssist his Alajosty’s Afinisters as far 
as we can in arriving at just conclusions of what is best to be done. Our observations 
are made upon the supposition, that India remains under the (joverninent of the Com- 
pany, subject to the control and regulation of the (Vowii and Parliament in all affairs of 
government, wdiether executive, judicial or legislative. 

.‘16. It appears to us to be desirable, that all the territories which are permanently 
annexed to any of tlie three Presidencies, and in whicli justice is administered and tlie 
revenue is cullected and expended by officers of the British Government, siiould be 
tleelared, in the most unambiguous manner, to he doiniiiions of the Crown of the ITnited 
Kingdom, that all persons born within the same are subjects of that Crown, owe allegiance 
to it, and are entitled to protection from ij; and that all persons residing there owe that 
temporary allegiance w'hich would he duo from them if re.sident iu any other dominions of 
the Crown ; and w^e have some eonfidoiiee, that within the provinces wliich constitute the 
three Presidencies, there are no subsisting rights of Native Princes, which would present 
any real obstacle to the adoption of this measure. It is a. step, liowever, w'hieh w'ouldnot 
perhaps be taken by the British Parliament, if it were to be considered as securing to the 
countless population of India tlie rights of natural born British subjects. If the Legisla- 
ture should not be satisfied by that cxclu.sioii from certain rights, to which all the 
unchristian natives would be subject as the hnv now' stands, it might be necessary to 
enact, that the natives of the British territories in India shall not, by reason merely of 
their birthplace, be entitled, wlieii resident wilhiu the United Kingdom, or any (if the 
dominions of the United Kingdom other than the Indian territories, to any rights or 
privileges as subjects, beyond what would be allowed to the subjects of friendly foreign 
states, and that they should be distinguished by the name of Indian subjcels of the 
Crown of the United Kingdom ; with a proviso, that all persons born in India, whose 
father or paternal grandfather shall have been British siibject.s, and all other persons who 
according to law would blt^Viatnral-born British subjects if born in any foreign state, 
shall equally bo natiind-born British subjects if born within the British territories in 
India. If such provisions would have the effect of depriving any classes of the Indian 
natives of rights to which they may at present be entitled as natural-horn British 
subjects, the distinct acknowledgment of their being at least subjects and entitled to 
protection, and the foundation which would be laid by the provisions hereinafter men- 
tioned for their enjoyment in a part of India of legid rights, would appear to us to 
be more than adequate compensation for anything which would be justly said to be 
taken away. 

37. It is at this point that the difference of opinion to which we have already alluded 
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as subsisting between us^ must be noticed. Sir Edward Ryan flunks decidedly, that 
whatever ameliorations of the law and administration of justice are to be adopted, ought 
not to be limited, even at present, to what he considers to be so inconsiderable a portion 
of the territories annexed to this Presidency, but that it might be left to a Local 
Legislature to determine over what extent of territory any improved system might be 
established; and this opinion would apply equally to the admission of British persons to 
hold lands. In the whole of the preceding portions of this Letter, Sir Edward Ryan 
entirely concurs, and, with the exception above slated, ho agrees in what follows ; which, 
however, in consequence of that exception, must be expressed principally as the opinion 
of the other Judge, who recommends that a certain district around Calcutta, as the 
present seat of Government, should be formed into a separate province ; and that for 
the govenunent of this district only, there should be, to a considerable extent, a separa- 
tion of the executive, judicial and legislative powers of government, by means of a Legis- 
lative Council, and a Court of Appeal or Council of Judicature being added for that 
purpose to the existing political body of the Governor- Genera I in Council, within this 
province. All subjects of the Crown of the United Kingdom, as well British as Iiuliuii, 
without any distinction, might have the right of piireliusing, holding and inheriting lands, 
and the laws throughout that district should be rendered as inviolable, and the adminis- 
tratioil»»' of justice as regular, and the seciirto of person and property as perfect us 
possible ; and it is obvious that more would to possible for such a district, than either 
for the whole of India, or for a single town only like Calcutta. It is not meant that the 
English laws should be established, but that, subject to certain restrictions, a system 
should be adopted by the Legislative Council to the whole circumstances in wliieli the 
province would be placed, and which s}stein should secure more rights to the people, 
an«l should be more certain than any it is at present possible to give to the whole of India, 
wliich, taken altogether, constitutes a subject vast, various ami unsettled, that it is 
scarce possible to frame any law, which, if really intended to be enforcod, can be uni- 
versally applicable, or which, if established to-day, may not be shown to-morrow to 
rcqiiiie muditicaticni. For such a province, the Delta of the Ganges, or the territory 
lying between the western or right bank of the Bhagheruttce and Hooghly River, and 
the eastern or left bank of the main stream of the Ganges, would be well situated and of 
a convenient siao, and it has a peculiar advantage in a well-clefined boundary ; but any 
other pcu tioii of the adjoining country, of which the circumstances might be thought to 
require it, might even at present be included. 

3S. It might be declared, tliat the rest of the territorieiililtf this Presidency, although 
they be the dominions of tlie (^rowii, and the inhabitants be subjects thereof, yet by 
reastui of their magnitude and great population, and the various customs and habits ot 
the per»plc, and the obscurity of the customary interests in land and other circumstances, 
they cannot for some time to come be adopted throughout their whole extent to an 
equally regular and tixed system of Government, and for these reasons the whole govern- 
ment of the same might be declared to be vested as before in the Governor- General in 
Council, subject to former restrictions and qualifications; and it might be provided that 
whenever persons should choose to abitle in, traverse or enter the said territories, they 
should be liable to the laws and regulations in force there, and to the authority and 

powers 
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powers of the Governor-General in Council, in like manner as any of the Indian subjects 
of the Crown would be, and that neither the Supreme Court nor any of the other Courts 
established or to be established within the provinces of Calcutta should have any juris- 
diction whatsoever, or exercise any authority, powers or process whatever within any of 
the said territories, other than such as hereinafter are expressly and particularly men- 
tioned ; but that in all other cases whatsoever, when it should become necessary for 
giving- effect to any decree, judgment or order of any of the said Courts, that the laruls, 
goods or body of any person should be seized and taken upon any mesne or final process 
within the said territories, it should be done by such ways and means and in such maiiiier 
and form, and according to such regulations as should be provided for that i)urpose by 
the Governor- General in Council. If British persons could be contented to inhabit the 
provinces upon these terms, they might be permitted to do so. The ncc(*ssity of the case 
seems to require, as to the greater ])art of India, that the Governor-Cieneral and 
Council must have within themselves all legislative, judicial and executive powers, sub- 
ject to no control but by llie superior authorities in England, and it Would bp scarcely 
possible in the present state of things to make any laws or regulations for all India, 
which it might not become necessary the next day to disregard. But if the Parliament, 
clearly understanding and being prepared to adhere to this, should choose to put all the 
subjects of his Majesty, of whatsoever description in the provinces, upon an equal fboting 
in relation to the law, there woiiM not perhaps be any violent danger to the state to bo 
apprehended, nor any oppression of the natives, which the Government might not be able, 
by a stern exercise of its power, to restrain. There are, however, two things uliich it docs 
appear to be d('sirable to gnjard against in any general admission of British persons to tho 
provinces: First, that of giving rise to a delusion that there are the means at present of 
establishing and ciiforeing throughout all India such an administration of law as 
that it might be profitable and advantageous to British persons, whether eompiinies 
or individuals, to lay out nioiioy in landed estates and to engage in speculations through- 
out the provinces; this might be followed by great disappointment and di’sconleut. 
Secondly, no opening nor protenee should be left for subsequent irritation and cl inour, 
on the part of British persons, uj)oii the grounds of their not enjoying the personal lights 
of English law. If tlie provinces arc to be opened to them, let it be universally iiiider- 
stooil so, that no doubt may remain, nor any ground for subsequent reproach that they 
go to live under a despotic and imperfect but strong Government, that they carry with 
them no immunities or privileges but such as are enjoyed there by the natives themselves, 
and that it is impossible at'ijS^sent to give them either that security and easy enjoyment 
of landed property, or those ready remedies for private wTongs, or that independence of 
superiors which more readily constituted goveriinieiits afford. A tolerable system of 
criminal judicature, we believe, miglit even at present be established throughout the 
greater part of India, and that at tho principal stations Jury Courts might be established. 

39. Tho Supreme Court, besides being restricted from exercising, within tho territories 
lying boyond the boundaries of the province of Calcutta, any other jurisdiction than such 
as is Jlj#reinaftcr expressly mentioned, might likewise altogether cease to be a Court of 
origiiial jurisdiction within that province, except in the cases hereinafter particularly men- 
tioned, and the authority, powers and jurisdiction of the Court might henceforth be as 
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follows ! First, that within and throughout the provinces of Calcutta it should have a 
complete superintendence and control over all other Courts and Magistrates. Secondly, 
that no sentence of death by any other Courts of the province should be executed with- 
out the warrant of the Supreme Court, and that it should have an original and exclusive 
r jurisdiction as to all those offences which, for distinction, are called offences against the 
State, and are of a treasonable or seditious nature, if committed within the province of 
Calcutta. Thirdly, that it should have an original jurisdiction as a Court of Chancery 
as to all conveyances or devises of land or gifts, or bequests of money for charitable or 
religious purposes, or other permanent public objects. Fourthly, that it should have an 
original Admiralty jurisdiction as to all crimes maritime punishable with death, and the 
King's Commission of Vice-xA.dmiralty for the trial •of prize causes should be directed to 
the Judges of the Court ; but this perhaps could not be enacted by Parliament without 
toudiing the prerogative, and must be left to the pleasure of the Crown. Fifthly, that 
it should be a Court of Appeal from the Courts of the province of Calcutta. Sixtlily, 
that it should have the powers of the present Supreme Court for the collection of 
evidence in India in <ffiiminal prosecutions before the ParUament or the Superior Courts hi 
England, and for giving effect in India to the judgments of those tribunals. Seventhly, 
that it should be lawful for the Governor-General by commission to authorize and 
empoiNir any one or more of the Judges of t^ Supremo Court of Appeal or Members 
of the Council of Judicature to exercise any^ judicial function, either original or upon 
appeal, or by way of iii(|uiry, within the territories lying beyond the boundaries of the 
province of Calcutta, and respecting any matters arising within the same, whenever the 
importance and exigency of any case might require it. 

40. That a Legislative Council should be established for the province of Calcutta, 
Our views as to the formation of such Council have been already stated in a communica- 
tion made to the Governor-General in Council. We would only add here, that, consis- 
tently with the scheme presented in our present letter, the right of legislation of the 
Council would be restricted to the province of Calcutta, but that it might be employed 
for the other territories whenever the Governor-General in Council should think it expe- 
dient. If the additional charge upon the revenue would not bo an objection, the Mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council might bo entirely distinct persons from those of the 
Council of Judicature or Court of Appeal ; and at all events, wo should propose that 
the Governor- General should have the right of presiding in the Legislative Council, and 
that nothing should be enacted, even for the province of Calcutta, without his consent ; 
nor should we see any decisive objection against his presillljg also, by appointment of 
the Crown, in the Council of Judicature or Court of Appeal, whichever it mighp be called, 
if it should be thought that in this way a more perfect harmony of government would be 
secured. Each of these bodies might perhaps be advantageously constituted of two 
persons, appointed by the Crown, from England, and of one of the civil servants belong- 
ing to the existing Council, and of the Governor- General himself. 

41. The first duty of the Legislative Council would be to constitute subordinate Courts 
of Justice for the province of Calcutta, and until this should be done the Supreme .Court 
and Country Courts must continue to exercise their respective functions. Our opinions 
upon this point also, of a system of Courts adapted to India, has been expressed to the 

Government 
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Government at their request ; and wo would only observe here, that for the province of 
Calcutta we oonccivo that below the Court of Appeal or Council of Judicature there ought 
to be one Provincial Court held at Calcutta, about four Zillah Courts, the town of 
Calcutta and its suburbs constituting of itself one Zillah, and an adequate number of 
Pergunnah Courts, each permanently established on a fixed spot, which cither should be 
some existing village, or w’Oiild naturally become the centre of a township. All persons 
without exception might be by law eligible as Judges and Officers of the Courts ; but in 
practice, one at least of the Judges of any Zillah Court ouglit at present to be a natural- 
born ilritish subject, and in the Provincial Court all the Judges should be natural-born 
British subjects, and one of them should be an Knglish barrister of some years standing. 
With the exception perhaps of that cttie person, and certainly of tw'o of tlie Judges of a 
Court of Appeal or Members of a Council ot Judicature, who ought to be appointed by 
the Crown, the other Judges of all the Courts within the province' of Calcutta might be 
appointed by the Governor- General in Council. T'lic appropriate functions of each of 
these Courts it would not be difficult to arrange. 

4*2. The Governor- General and Council, as at present constituted, would retain within 
the province of Calcutta all their present powers, as far as they should be consistent 
with the new provisions ; and it ought to be declared, much more plainly than it lias 
hitherto been, that throughout the other territories they have the exercise, by themselves 
or through the Company’s servants, of all authority, executive, legislative and judicial, 
subject to the direction and control of the Court of Directors and Board of Commis- 
sioners, and to the supremo power of the Crown and the Imperial Parliament. The 
Governor- General in Council, however, should also have the discretionary right of 
calling in aid the Legislative Council or Court of Appeal, and referring to them any 
matters arising in any part of the territories, and of appointing, upon emergencies, 
the members of those bodies or any other persons Commissioners to act in and for any 
part of the territories. 

43. The basis and essential part of this plan is, that the two sorts of law and govern- 
ment which it seems to be necessary to maintain in India, should respectively be confined 
to separate local limits, instead of clashing together within the same. We consider it a 
radical defect, that in India the laws are not local, as in most other countries, but per- 
sonal, and we would make them local. We do not mean that the system to bo esta- 
blished around the seat of government should bo exclusively British, but one adaptcil to 
all the circumstances of ihe^country, though in complete subordination to the Crown and 
Parliament. The plan, if Sl^pily executed, might afford to British persons, and to any 
other classes of the community who should set a value upon tlie protection of firm laws 
and a regular system of Courts, the opportunity .of living under them ; on the other hand, 
it would secure the natives in the outer provinces from that annoyance which it is 
affirmed they have occasionally experienced from the process of the English law, and it 
would preclude all collision between the two sets of Courts and systems of law. In a 
great measure it would do away with any invidious distinctions in this country between 
the different classes of inhabitants. In the province of Calcutta, all without distinction 
would have the most important rights belonging to the inhabitants of a British settle- 
ment: in the other territories, all would be equally reduced to such as might be found 
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consistent with the more despotic power, whicli necessity Ishould require to be main- 
tained there. Tliis need not be at all more despotic than at present it is, as to those 
who constituto 99-lOOths of the vHiolo population: on the contrary, let it bo mitigated as 
much us may bo consistent with security ; but let British persons who voluntarily place 
themselves under it be as much subject to it, and in the same manner, as the rest of the 
people with v\hom they mingle. Those who now, for tlie temporary purpose of trade, 
connect themselves with tlie cultivation of land in the interior, would continue to do so, 
whilst for those who should wish to settle for life in India, and to purchase durable and 
secure interests in laud, the province of Calcutta would present a sutTicicnt area for some 
years to conic; and all who are acquainted with tho country will acknowledge the general 
advantage which would result to the British iiihubkants from the increase in number 
of places convenient for their residence even within that limited space. The province 
would not be so lai^o as to make it an unreasonable expectation, that throughout that 
district, in which already there is everywhere a permanent settlement of the revenue, 
the Conr/s of Law and a Legislative Council together might be able first to ascertain, 
tiiid in sumo deirreefijt, tho nature of those customary interc^sts in land, which are so great 
a diflicuhy in the way of making any property in it valuable or secure, and might provide 
some ready means of settling the disputes which will arise out of this sort of property as 
long as it subsists ; and at the same time, some course might be opened by which, with 
tlie strictest regard to justice, and w'ithout any preference of tlie English to any other 
system of law, those inconvenient and barbarous forms of property, such as have at some 
time or other existed in almost every other country, might, as in other countries, be gra- 
dually resolved into more convenient, simple and definite ones, to the advantage of all 
parties. We wish it to be clearly understood, Unit it is not Etiglibh law, but whatever 
law should ho found best ailaptcd to the country, that we should seek to establish, subject 
to certain specified exceptions and restrictions, preservative of tlie sovereignty of the Crown 
and authority of Parliament. The task of preparing, establishing and conducting of a 
firm system of law within the province of Calcutta, might afibrd as much occupation to 
those wlio now find eniployraeiit in the Supreme C’ourt, as they would lose by the 
alteration of its jurisdiction. Tlie interests of religion, and the progress of education, 
would seem to us to be likely to be promoted by these arraiigcnieiits, and the Legislative 
('uuncil and Court of .Appeal would constitute channels f<jr the exercise of that control by 
the Oown and i’arliamcnt, within a part of India, o\er all legislation and admiiiistratiou 
of justice, which, if they are to remain British, must, in some way or other, be ultimately 
established throughout the whole territories, even thouglFlndia should be made as 
distinct a portion of the British dominions as Ireland was before the Union, and gradually 
as the system should be perfected within its limited range, it might bo extended to 
otlier provinces. 

41. In these recommendations wo beg leave to disclaim all feelings adverse to the 
East-lndia Company. Alterations heretofore have taken place in the constitution of tbe 
Company, and others no doubt will take place hereafter ; but we do not foresee any 
circumstances in which it would not appear to us to be desirable that the main oigan of 
government for India should be a body of Directors, resident in England, fuid elected 
by the holders of stock representing property in India, and depending mainly for its value 

upon 
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upon the prosperous condition of that country; and tliore is scarcely any imaginable counch.s, 

case in which the existing- Company must not almost necessarily constitute the basis of a 

government of that description. We regard with consideration and respect the position Judges 

and interests of those by \\hom, under the Directors, India is for the most part actually Observations on 

and immediately governed. 'I’liey and their connections form as it were a largo famil)^ existing System. 

which lias claims on India, founded in a long expenditure upon it of all that is valuable in 

life. They only arc (qualified by information and experience to conduct by far the greater 

part of its affairs; and one of the principal points in all plans for the government ought 

to be the preservation of all their real interests, and the securing of their willing and 

cordial assistauee. 

d.*). If our suggestions should ho thought deserving of further consideration, we shall 
be happy to enter into more complete details of what has been stated in this letter, in 
a very general and imperfect manner, or to communicate niiy information in our power 
respecting any other plan which may be thought preferable. We arc strongly impressed, 
however, with the conviction that (he trade with India being free, there must neees.sarily 
be a greater resort to Jlengiil uf British persons, and a more numerous population imbued 
by them with British notions, than can be confined to Calcutta or its immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and that it is in the highest degree desirable to establish an uniform system 
of law's for all descripticin*^ of persons in such portions of the territories, as w'ill admit of 
its being easily done and firmly secured. Our opinions differ as to the extent to w Inch 
this might at present be carried, and by one of U8 it is considered as a strong rccoinnien- 
datiou of the plan of confining the immediate change to one province, that, except as to 
the putting of British persons in the other territories on the same footing as the native's, 
it is in perfect accordance with the principles and basis of the existing arrangements. The 
creation of a pro\ince of Calcutta would be little more than an enlargement of the boun- 
daries of the town ; but by relieving the Supremo Court from the greater part of its original 
jurisdietioii, and making it principally a controlling authority, and by providing on llie 
spot an ellicicnt Icgislalive power, it might be hoped thiit a iniich better state of things 
would be established throughout the province than has ever subsisted within the town. 

4G. We eoniniuuicated a short time ago to the Governor- General in Council a rough 
draft of this letter, together with other papers w’hich had been called for in the course (d’ 
a corrcspoudcuco which has been going on for some time. The opinions of the Govern- 
ment are opposed to the plan of establishing, within any one district, a distinct system of 
law. Perhaps a further consideration and discussion of the subject will remove stune 
misapprehensions on either side, and show that the view's of no party are very dissimilar 
from the rest. At this time the town of Calcutta is under a law at lca.st as (liflerent from 
the rest of the Presiilency, as it lias ever been intended that a province of Calcutta should 
be, no more iuconvcnieiicc is to be apprehended from tw'o ditlerent systems of law or 
government existing on the opposite banks of the Hooghly than that which at present 
exists, nor than that which is found to be very tolerable on those of the Rhine or (he 
Maese. In practice it may be hoped that in this way there would be much less incon- 
venience than that which now is occasioned by the different systems being carried about 
from place to place, as appendant to the person'* of the individuals of whom the several 
classes of the population are composed. If India indeed was an independent country, 

and 
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and a completely new system of law was to be established in no reasonable person 
would think of putting different parts of the country under opposite systems of law. But 
the reason of one of the Judges for thinking that this should be done at present in Bengal 
in the manner above stated, are, first, that it has long been one main feature of die 
existing system ; secondly, that although it seems to have become necessary that British 
persons should be more freely admitted into the country, the time has not yet come 
when they may be placed throughout the whole country on the same footing as the 
natives ; and, thirdly, if some portion of the territories be not set apart as a connecting 
link and rivet witli the United Kingdom, there may be some reason to apprehend that 
the whole legislative and judicial powers of Government would assume a discretionary 
character over which it would be impossible to exercise in Europe any efficient control. 
Instead of laws there might be merely a set of loose regulations, which, from the vast- 
ness and irregularity of their subject-matter, could not for many years, by any human 
efforts, be made universally applicable as fixed laws, so that neither could any subject 
insist upon the oxocution of them for his protection, nor could any controlling power in 
the United Kingdom say when they ought or ought not to be exiforced ; whereas if a 
limited district were set apart, a system might be maintained within it as much subject 
to the control of the Crown and Parliament as any English colony is, and gradually what 
should have taken root there might be spread over larger circles. 


We See. 

(Signed) Chas. Edwd. Grey. 
Edward Ryan. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Thomason, 

Officiating Dep. Sec. to the Govemmeut. • 
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sive, 1070 Courts should not have power of determining their own jnrisdictitui, 
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Court would be amenable to local law, ib. In adjudicating transfers of property in 

E rovinoes, King’s Courts do not alter laws to which the property is subject, 1098 
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of registry difficulty 1099 Employment of local Courts in aid of process of King’s 
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diction^ 113^^— Acknowledgment by Parliament of independence of Provincial 

Courts, 1139— And of Governor-General in Council as a Court of Appeal, 1139 
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——-Doubts as to terms subjects’* and British subjects,” 1148— — Illustration of 
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except Court of Requests, 1151 Alterations in its powers have been restrictions, 

1 151— Construction of alterations doubtful, 1151 Imputation of encroachment 

unjust, 1153 Defects will be in future more embarrassing, 115'i— Collisions of 

authority, 1152— ^Remedies, 1152 Objections to Government controlling King’s 

Courts, 1153 Want of connection between King’s and Provincial Courts, 1154— — 

KfiTects, 1155— Kast-lndia ('ompaiiy, if only a political organ, might have etitire 
ordinary administration of justice, subject to a King’s Court of Appeal, 1155 Pro- 
vincial Courts and Courts of Circuit to have jurisdiction over all persons, 1156 

Qualification of Judges, 1156— New Courts, with increased powers, would be 
required, on free admission of British subjects into interior, 1 15/ (S/r C, E. Grnj.) 

Proposed supremacy of Government over King's C’ourts, 1 163— Jurisdiction of 

King’s Courts, 1163 — - — Cause of doubt as to jurisdiction, 1163 Case of Morton 

against Mehdi AH Khan,” 1166— Atlachment of property in interior by process of 
Supreme Court, 1166 — —Court’s jurisdiction in criminal cases beyond bouiuis of Cal- 
cutta, 1167 Clear definition of extent of jurisdiction required, 1168 Court not 
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anieiiablo to Local C’ourts as to contracts out of jurisdiction of King’s Courts, 1170 
—Advantages of Supreme ('ourt being a Court of Appeal, 1170— Rules of respec- 
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bates or administrations should not be subject to jurisdiction, 1 17i>-^ Control of Go- 
vernment over Supreme Court objoctiouable, 1176) Contrary to intentions ol Legis- 
lature, 1177 Effects of doubtful jurisdiction of Court, 1178, 1179 Europeans 

settling in India should be amenable to Local Courts with less limited po^vers, 1180 
— -Effects of colonization on judicial system, 1180— Reconstruction of Courts,! 180 
—Assimilation of Courts and forms of proceeding throughout India, 1182— —Intro- 
duction of English language, 1182— —Selection of Judges, 1 182— —Appeals, 1 182— 
{Sir £. Ryan,) ^ 

King's Courts necessary as long nsEast-India C’ompany continue to trade. - 

Operation of general admission of European settlers on arraiigemenfs for Courts ol 

Justice, 1195 King’s Courts of Appeal desirable, 1195-- — -Majority 

should be appointed by Crown, 1195 New arrangements should be gradual, 11J6 

•——Court of last resort should be a King’s Court, 1196 A sufficient number ot 

good Courts might remedy difficulties arising from law of landed property, 

Arrears in Provincial Courts and Natives Judges obstacles to introduction of British 
landholders into India, 1205 Establishment of ^^V***;? 

division of territory, with a Court in eacli division 1207, 1208- — -Jurisdictioii and 

constitution of theJcourts, I'iOS -A S,, pro.no Court • 'v.th on^ina juns^ 

diction, ill each Presidency, 1208 Regulatio^f Appeals, 

have power of iasuiiig writ ot Habeas Corpus, 1209-— Vwitation of J«a„es, 

Modfor appointing^Judges. 1209- Rules as to districts m which causes are to bo 

8 II 2 


JUS'I'IClv 



1312 


IKDEX. 

JfTSTirE. 


INDEX TO THE FIFTH APPENDIX. * 

tried, 1*210— —Persons amenable to the^ Courfe, ib.T-^^xec\iiion of process, . . 
Juries, i6. — —Cases for Court of Equity, t6.r— Jurisdiction as to testaments, ib, 
-^-^{Judges of Supreme Court, Calcutta.) 

Object of statute 13 Geo. in. d 63, tcf 'afford means of, bringing territorial ncqui- 
sitioiis into subordination to Port WlHiam, and under Control of a Supreme Court, 
1215, 1271>— Powers and jurisdictions given to Supreme CJourt by. the statute, 1218, 

1278— Regarding conservation of -peace, 1219, 1282-^ ^To hear and determine 

pleas, 1221, 1283 As a Court of Oyer and Terminer, 1222, 1283 Constructive 

extent of jurisdiction under the statute, 1222, 1283 Productive of contests, 1222, 

1284— Impression that Judges exceeib d their eutlmrit^ err dtieous,* 1^22, 1284— 
Limitations by statute 21.iGeo. III. 'c. 70, Whole system of' Provincial Cri- 

minal Courts not es^blished bV a power treated by Crow A or Parliat^nt', 1224, 1286 

^^Pr^s^nt extent oT juri^iction of Supreme CoXirt, 1224,.12tpf WriC offl/ifica#. 

Cpr^wr-ad iS'«bVcici|^ii^''^225, 12B&i— ^DifMidtiea arisdAg Konj* decision 6ft Privy 
Council, I225j l®#>-ii—kpre3ica|w of.(^r>Alp 4mt*»lyibg' W 9 ^ries^ with reference 
• existi®!g^*juri'sdktteH of Supreme Qdkirt^ Court, 1227/ 

l2S8-^^Jhi respect WUs proc^ ^qgahist lands }.2^/Jl^9<~«-<dbiiicurity 

as to relation of Indian territories' aod'East-India Camj^ny^ ttown: and Parliament, 
1227, 1289— Complicated state of law, 1227, 1289s-i-^Eiiibarra8saDlents arising from 
doubts as to sovereign^ of India, 1228, i290u^— From ./l‘>ubCful application of sta- 
tutes, 122S, 1290—-— Prom unoertaiu sebse of term Brilislf subjeots,’* 1230, 1292 — — ■ 
bVom improvident addition to juriadfictiou,' 1231, 1293— No plan for gradual assimi- 
lation of British and Native systems, 1231,1293 — ^Effects of the separation 12*32, 1294 

-—Experiment of one harmonious system in a district, 1232, 1294 Didiculties 

arising from imperfections of Acts of Parliament and Letters Patent, 1232, 129 4-— 

Defects of statute 21 Geo, HI, c. 70, 1232, 1295 ^Variations between charters of 

different King's Courts, 1233, 1295 Difficulties inherent hi Court’s original consti- 
tution, 1233, 1296— Imperfect ions of Hindu law, 1234, 1296 Hindu and Maho- 

medan law of property, 1234, 1296— —Difficulty of administering that law by forms 
of Supreme Court, 1234, 1296— llegulati(*u of funds for superstitious uses, 1235, 

1297 Case of Claude Martin, 1235, 1297 Supreme Court not chargeable with 

delay or expense of suits, 1236, 1298-- — Remedies, 1236, 1299— Declaratory law 
as to sovereij^iily, and legal character and rights of inhabitants of India, 1237, 1299— 

Experimental districts to be called Province of Calcutta,*’ 1237, 1300 Difference 

of opinion of Judges on this point, 1300— ^Proposed definition of jurisiliction of 
Supreme Court, 1239, 1302«— Governor- (yeneral to preside in Court of Appeal, 
12o9, 1302— —Proposed subordination of Provincial Courts, 1239, 13<.)2 — —Separa- 
tion of judicial and executive functions, basis of plan, 1240, 1302— Effects oiiBritiali 
settlers and natives, 1239, 1303* {Judges of Svjjrewe Court, Calcutta,) 

Objections to introduction of new judiciary system in district, 1247 — Gradual 
reformation practicable, 1251— Effects of settlement of Europeans in interior, 1251 

Statement of business in several Provincial Courts, 1253 Employment of Native 

Judges, 1253 Should be in subordination to European Judges, 125 4 - ■ —Tribunal 

between Zillah Courts and Court of final Jurisdiction objectionable, 1254— Restric- 
tion of appeals desirable, 1254 Jurisdiction of Omrt at Calcutta, ib, Circuits 

practicable, ib, —^{Governor -General in Council,) " 

Practicability and advantage of experimental reform in province of Calcutta, 1270. 
— — ( J udges o f Supreme Court, Calcutta^) 

Justice, Courts of, iii provinces, established by Mahomedan government, not intended 
to be abrogated by statute 13 Geo. III. c. 63, 1215, 1216, 1276— Effects of the 
statute, 1216, 1276— Power of moulding Nizamut Adawlut into a more British 
form, ^.—Existence of Provincial Courts noticed in statute 21 Geo, 111. c. 70, but 

t 
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no. conrt mentioned^ 1224j 4285-~— Whole system of Provincial Courts not esta- 
blished by a power created by Crown oi^ Parliament, i6. 

Khoda Buksh, Case of, 1113, 1119 1135, 1175. 


Laws, Code of : * 

Defective state of law relktingr tb jurisdiction^ 1054— ^Present and future «^A*ects, 
I054-—Obst9^1es to remedy by Parliamentary endb'tinents, 1055-f— Criminal taw 
admiblstbred 6y Provincial Courts, IC^.— inQouncdJ)^ 

‘ Anomalies arising froiA>ariqaslat/s, t^giilatk)ns and iuslttAtib>igi ii^udi^r 1007--^ 
t^Johik Ped^ff>ni*Esq:^aioc(lf)e-Gtn^9iif Calc^td.) ' ; • ^ ’ 

Oinr>ipdi<iv itibie^'^amenil>b!e -to* tv?<f codes, lp7i, 1087— l6f^ 
.^(SiwC.^T.iimil/0 / ^ \ , 

]f^a(utes relajibig to Indib Idosiely franjed', 1105.— ^(Afr. /. ^V. Hogg.) 

Difficulties arising from vague and unsettled state of law, 1118. {Jitdgrx nf Su- 

jjTvmS. Court, Calcutta.) ■ * . 

New and extensive system of laAva giown up in provinces since 1781, 112G Great 

variety of subjects comprised in Governniont regulations, 1127 Disorder of cxistiiio 

system of local law remediable by dividing each Presidency into districts, 1129 

Variety of laws prevailing in British India, 1 J29 Future aggravation of evil. zi. 

Periodical digest of laws proposed, 11:52— A code practicable, applicable to all 
persons, 1150.— 6, E. Hreij ) 

Not intention of Legislature that natives of India should be subject to two codes. 

] ig 5— Such double effect exists, ib. ( Sir J. Franks.) 

Difficulties arising from two systems of law in force whhiii same dominion, 11/9 

—Consolidation of English, Hindu, and Mahomedan law into one code, 1180. 

(AVr E. Ryan.) 

Formation of a general code for British India, 1 189. {Lord William C. Bentinck.) 

Confused state of law in India as to rights of persons, 1203— Remedy difficult, 

1-204 Should be gradual, 1204 Law of j^operty, ib. As to moveables, 

nii»yht be made uniform, by adopting the law of England, ift,— As to immoveable 
property, more difficult, i5.—— Customary interests of immediate cultivators various 

and uncertain, ib, And the real obstacle to admission of British landholders, ib," 

——Interests might be adjusted gradually and in districts, 1205 Proposed law 

<.f landed property, lA.— Rule of priraogenitiiro, *6.— Law of private injury 

not difficult of arrangement, 120(>- Law of public wrongs easily settled, ib. 

A penal code might be made in a few months, ib. {Judges of Su 2 ^reme Court, 

Calcutta,) 

Complicated state of law in Lidia, 1226, 128(3 No plan for gradual assimila- 
tion of British and Native systems, 1231, 129:5 Practicable if whole legislative and 

iudicial powers liadbecn under onecontroul, 1231, 129«% Experiment of one system 

mierht be made in a district, 1232, 1294 A system of criminal law might be now 

established in greater part of India, 1239, ib. {Judges of Supreme Court, Cal- 

cutta,) 

Confusion in existing laws remediable only by a local legislation, 1246 ^Inno- 


INDEX 

khoIZaw. 
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— — — vat ion in law of property unnecegsary, 1246— -Native law of inheritance of move- 

LKOIS. able property simple, 1246—— English law of property might be adapted to Christian 

persons, 1247 New rules required as to testamentary law, ih. ” E nglish criminal 

law might be adapted to India, /6.— Objections to introduction of a new code in a 
district only, 26.-— As to natives ; British subjects ; commercial relations* 1250 
System improveable without arbitrary separation of empire, 1251— Sudden 

changes mischievous, 1251 ^Effects ot European settlement in interior, 1252 

Woiud facilitate ends of justice, ib, Law of landed property, 26. — ^ — One code 

of law should bo established for all persons and all places, ih, {Governor^ 

General in Council). 

Change of law of property should be slow and cautious, 1270— —Impossible to 
provide immediately fixed laws for whole of India, 1270— Practicability and advan- 
tages of experimental reform in province of Calcutta, 1271. {Judges, of Su^ 

2 treme Court, Calcutta) 

Legislative Councils : 

Legislative power vested in Indian governments falls short of exigency, 1054 A 

local legislative authority a matter of most urgent expediency, 26.— How to be 
constituted, 105.^ — ■ King*s Judges should form part, {Governor- General in 

Council.) 

Power of legislation entrusted to local government, 1005— Constitution of Legis- 
lative Council, 1005— King’s Judges should take part in it, /^.—Necessity of 
some local legislative authority, ib. ■■(Afr. Holt Mackenzie^) 

A general pow’cr of legislation should be vested in some local Council, 1 105—— 
{Mr, J. fV. Hogg.) 

General power of legislation should not be given to Indian Government without 
local check, 1108— Legislative Council, on right principles, very desirable, 1108 — - 
Its constitution, 26.— -—Chief Judge of Supreme Court should be a member, ib.— 
{Mr, A. JRojrj). 

Three distinct powers of legislation now vested in local governments of India, 

1125— Not well defined, ib. ^Their exercise more extensive than foreseen by 

Parliament, 1 126 Large powers of legislation must be exercised in India, 1126, 1 129 

— ■ — The limits, 26.— Kegulations should be passed in a Council, at which King’s 
Judges, or persons appointed by Crown, should assist, with power of prevention, 1128 
—Extent of legislative power of Council, 1129, 1155— To all persons and all 

places, 1129 Not to be elective, 1L30 Not to include any Indian persons, 1130 

—Constitution of C’ouucil, 1131— Its acts should be liable to review, controul 

and repeal, IJ31 And should be periodically formed into one body of laws, 1132 

— ■ Power of legislation in India should be secured much more firmly to Crown and 
' Parliament, 1153, 1155. {Sir C. E. Grey.) 

Legislative powers of Governor- General in Council, 1 159— Advantages of a Le- 
gislative Council for discussion of regulations prior to promulgation, 1161— -—Its con- 
stitution, 1162- Should include King’s Judges, 1162 Limitation of its powws, 

1162 Objectirm to union of legislative and judicial functions answered, 1162— 

{Sir J. Franks.) 

Defects of existing system, 1182 Parliament cannot legislate for immediate exi- 

gencies in India, 1183— Legislative powers of East- India Company s Government, 
lly;3_Short of what exigency demands, 1183— Authority in India competent to 
legislate for all classes and places, expedient, 1 183— Constitution of Legislative 
Council, 1184— —Judges of Supreme Court should tonii pari, though not free from 
many and w'cighty objections, 1185— —Limitations of power of Council, 1185— 
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Governor-General should have a veto, 1 187-~-And Judges ; or a power of susp(Midiii«r, — 

1187. {Sir E. Ryan.) b > i i ^ LKG^PRI. 

Hopelessness of Parliament legislating for immediate exigeiieies of India^ 118S-— »- 

Necessity of maintaining subordination of local legislature to Parliament, 1188 

Measures for practical enforcement of this principle, 1188— Constitution* of Legisla- 
tive Council, 1 188 Should consist of Members of Council and Judges of King’s 

Courts only, 1189— —A veto should belong to Governor- General, and a suspending 

{ lower to Judges, 1189 Limitation of power of Council should be precise, 1189—— 

Vomulgatioii of Ians, 1189 {Lord IV. C. Bentinck.) 

Necessity of a local legi.dature, 1191— Its constitution, //i.— — Its limitations, ib. 

—^Veto to bo reserved to Govern or- General, and suspending power to Judges, 1192 
•‘--‘^{Governor'-General in Council,) 

Legislative Council, 1193 Its constitution, ib. {Governor-Gcneral in 

Council.) 

Necessity of a lo<!al legislature, 1195— Members should be appointed by the 

Crown, 1195 Council should be gradually brought into operation, 1190— Ileads 

of a Bill for establishing Legislative Councils in the East-Indies, 1197» 1243, 1260. 

{Judges of Supreme Court, Calcutta.) 

A Legislative Council suggested for province of Calcutta, 1237, 1300— Dift'creiice 
of opinion of. Judges on this point, 1300— Might be employed lor other territories 

hereafter, 1239, 1302 Its functions, 1239, 1302. {Judges of Su'prcme Courty 

Calcutta.) 

Local legislature the only remedy for confusion in existing laws, 1246— And for 

judicial reforms generally, 1254 (Governor-General in Conned.) 

Amendments in clauses of Bill for Legislative Councils, 1256, 1258-««i-w(i / udges of 
Supreme Court, Calcutta ; and Governor-General in Council.) 

Nothing in principles applicable to conquests by Crown adverse to constitution ot 

local legislatures. 1268 Imperial Parliament not the place for details of Indian 

legislation, 1269 Local legislatures should be the ministers of Parliament, 1269— 

{Judges of Supreme Court, Calcutta.) 


M. 

Madras; Assumption of jurisdiction by Supreme Court at, 1074, 1137. 
Martin, Claude, Case of, 1235. 

against Mehdy Ali Khan, Case of, 1133, 1166, 1173. 


^ • P. 

Parliament. Its right of legislating for India, 1154, 1156, 1196, 1214 ■■■■■ Cannot legis- 
late for immediate exigencies fK/lndia, 1183, 1188 Local legislatures should be 

subordinate to, 1188, 1269 Not the place for details of Indian legislation, 1269. 

Prince of Wales^ Island, Recorder’s Court at, 1123. 

Primogeniture in India, 1206. 
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S. ' • . - 

Subjects ; Legal import of tcripj 1135, 1142, 1146 et seq,, 1166, 1230. 
Sttlfivan, Mr. ; Object of his Bill for administration of Justice in India, 1142. 
Syfd Ati against Knllea Moollah Khan, Case of, 113H. 

T. 

Trade, Free, with India ; its effect on local law and government, 1242, 1251. 


i.oMOON : 

miNiru B\ ,r. r. cox anp mon, wutes .i io jt, 

Lin(*oln*H.fmi Fields 









iiOviM ' it y no*^ F ^ CO 

Oiru-i Wi,' jt f V» 





